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California Elections Code 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Title of Act. 
This act shall be known as the Elections Code. 
(Ailded by 5Ials.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

2. Provisions construed as restatements and continuations. 

8. 

The provisions of this code, insofar as they are substantially the same as existing 
statutory provisions relating to the same subject matter, shall be construed as 
restatements and continuations, and not as new enactments. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

3. If provision invalid, remainder not affected. 
If any provision of this code or the application thereof to any person or circum

stance is held invalid, the remainder of the code and the application of such 
provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

(Ailded by 5Ials.1976, c. 226, §2.J 

4. Unless otherwise, these provisions govern construction. 
Unless the provision of the context otherwise requires, these general provisions, 

rules of construction, and definitions shall govern the oonstruction of this code. 
(Ailded by 5Ials.1976, c. 226, §2.J 

5. Headings do not affect scope, meaning, or intent. 
Division, part, chapter, article, and section headings do not in any manner affect 

the scope, meaning, or intent of the provisions of this code. 
(Ailded by 5Ials.1976, c. 226, §2.J 

6. Delegation of authority to deputy. 
Whenever a power is granted to, or a duty is imposed upon, a public officer, the 

power may be exercised or the duty may be performed by a deputy of the officer 
or by a person authorized, pursuant to law, by the officer, unless this code expressly 
provides otherwise. 

(Ailded by 5Ials.1976, c. 226, §2.J 

7. Writing defined; English language. 
Writing includes any form of recorded message capable of comprehension by 

ordinary visual means. Whenever any notice, report, statement or record is re
quired or authorized by this code, it shall be made in writing in the English 
language unless it is expressly provided otherwise. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 226, §2.J 

8. "Section" defined. 
"Section" means a section of this code unless some other statute is specifically 

mentioned. 
(Ailded by 5lals. 1976, c. 226, §Z.J 
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9. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9. Tense and gender. 
As used in this code, the present tense includes the past and future tenses, and 

the future the present; the masculine gender includes the feminine; and the singular 
includes the plural, and the plural, the singular. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

10. "County" and "city." 
"County" and "city" both include "city and county." 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

11. "Shall" and "may." 
"Shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

12. "Oath." 
"Oath" includes affinnation. 
(Added by Stat5. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

13. "County clerk" and IIregistrar of voters." 
"County clerk" means "registrar of voters." in those counties in which the latter 

office has been established. In those counties in which the office of "registrar of 
voters" has not been established the "county clerk" may also be known as "ex 
officio registrar of voters." 

(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

14. "Clerk" defined. 
"Clerk" means county clerk, registrar of voters, city clerk, or other officer or 

board charged with the duty of conducting any election. 
(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

15. "Elections official" defined. 
"Elections official" means a clerk or any person who is charged with the duty 

of conducting an election. 
(Added by Stat5. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

16. "Register" defined. 
"Register" means the affidavits of registration, prepared and bound by the 

county clerk. 
(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

17. "Elector" defined. 
"Elector" means any person who is a United States citizen 18 years of age or 

older and a resident of an election precinct at least 29 days prior to an election. 
(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

18. "Voter" defined. 
"Voter" means any elector who is registered under the provisions of this code. 
(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

19. "Election" defined. 
"Election" means any election including a primary which is provided for under 

the provisions of this code. 
(Added by Stat5.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

20. IIGeneral election" defined. 
"General election" is the election held throughout the state on the first Tuesday 

after the first Monday of November in each even-numbered year. 
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31. 

(Added by SMs. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

21. "Primary election" defined. 
"Primary election" includes all primary nominating elections provided for by 

this code. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

22. "Presidential primary" defined. 
"Presidential primary" is the primary election that is consolidated with the 

direct primary held in any year which is evenly divisible by the number 4, and at 
which delegations to national party conventions are to be chosen. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

23. "Direct primary" defined. 
"Direct primary" is the primary election held on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in June in each even-numbered year to nominate candidates to be voted 
for at the ensuing general election or to elect members of a party central committee. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

24. "Statewide election" defined. 
"Statewide election" is an election held throughout the state. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

25. "Local election" defined. 
"Local election" is a municipal, county, Or district election. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2') 

26. "Regular election" defined. 
"Regul~r election" is an election, the specific time for the holding of which is 

prescribed by law. 
(Added by Stats.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

27. "Special election" defined. 
"Special election" is an election, the specific time for the holding of which is not 

prescribed by law. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

28. "Judicial officer" defined. 
'1udicial officer" means any Justice of the Supreme Court, justice of a court of 

appeal, judge of the superior court, judge of a municipal court, or judge of a justice 
court. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

29. IIJudicial office" defined. 
"Judicial office" means the office filled by any judicial officer . 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

30. "Judicial district" defined. 
"Judicial district" includes municipal court district and justice court district. 
(Added by Stats.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

31. "School officer" defined. 
"School officer" for the purpose of this code means the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction and the superintendent of schools of a county. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 
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32. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

32. "School office" defined. 
"School office" for the purpose of this code means the office filled by any school 

officer. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

33. "County officer" defined. 
"County officer" means any elected officer enumerated in Division 2 (commenc

ing with Section 24000) of Title 3 of the Government Code. 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

34. "County office" defined. 
"County office" means the office filled by any county officer. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

35. "Party" defined. 
"Party" means a political party or organization which has qualified for partici

pation in any primary election. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2.! 

36. "Partisan office" defined. 
"Partisan office" means an office for which a party may nominate a candidate. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2.) 

37. "Nonpartisan office" defined. 
"Nonpartisan office" means an office for which no party may nominate a 

candidate. Judicial, school county, and municipal offices are nonpartisan offices. 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

38. "Measure" defined. 
"Measure" means any constitutional amendment or other proposition submit

ted to a popular vote at any election. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

39. "Precinct board" defined. 
"Precinct board" is the board appointed by the clerk to serve at a single precinct 

or a consolida ted precinct. 
"Precinct board," when used in relation to proceedings taking place after the 

polls have closed, likewise includes any substitutive canvassing and counting 
board that may have been appointed to take the place of the board theretofore 
serving. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.) 

40. "Election board" defined. 
"Election board" means the board of supervisors of each county, the city council 

or other governing body of a city, or any board or officer to whom similar powers 
and duties are given by any charter. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 226, §2') 

41. Only registered voter entitled to sign petition; printed name and place of 
residence; form of petition. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever any initiative, referen
d urn, recall, nominating petition or paper, or any other petition or paper, is required 
to be signed by voters of any county, city, school district, or special district subject 
to petitioning, only a person who is an eligible registered voter at the time of signing 
the pe'tition or paper is entitled to sign it. Each signer shall at the time of signing 
the petition or paper personally affix his or her signature, printed name, and place 
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44. 

of residence, giving street and number, and if no street or number exists, then a 
designation of the place of residence which will enable the location to be readily 
ascertained. A space at least one inch wide shall be left blank after each name for 
the use of the clerk in verifying the petition or paper. The part of a petition for the 
voters' signatures, printed names/and residence addresses and for the blank spaces 
for verification purposes shall be numbered consecutively commencing with the 
number one and continuing through the number of signature spaces allotted to 
each section. The petition format shall be substantially in the following form: 

(Print Name) (Residence Address ONLY) 

1 

(Signature) (City) 

(Print Name) (Residence Address ONLY) 

2 

(Signature) (City) 

(Amended by Stats.1990, c.1161, §11.) 

41.5. Petition notice to the public. 

Official 
Use 

Only 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any state or local initiative petition 
required to be signed by voters shall contain in 12-point type .. prior to that portion 
of the petition for voters' signatures, printed names, and residence addresses, the 
following language: 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLlC 

THIS PETlTION MAY BE CIRCULATED BY A PAID SIGNATURE GATHERER 
OR A VOLUNTEER. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASK. 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1026, §1.) 

42. Voter may circulate petition. 
Any person who is a voter may circulate an initiative, referendum or recall 

petition in accordance with the provisions of this code. 
(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1137, §1.) 

43. Signature withdrawn from petition . 
Any voter who has signed an initiative, referendum or recall petition pursuant 

to the Constitution or laws of this state shall have his signature withdrawn from 
such petition upon filing a written request therefor with the appropriate county 
clerk or city clerk prior to the day the petition is filed. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 226, §2.! 

44. Declaration of circulator attached to petition; form. 
(a) Wherever any petition or paper is submitted to the clerk, each section of the 

petition or paper shall have attached to it a declaration signed by the circulator of 
the petition or paper, setting forth, in the circulator's own hand, the following: 
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45. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(1) The printed name of the circulator. 
(2) The residence address of the circulator, giving street and number, or ifno 

street or number exists, adequate designation of residence so that the location may 
be readily ascertained. 

(3) The dates between which all the signatures to the petition or paper were 
obtained. 

(b) Each declaration submitted pursuant to this section shall also set forth the 
following: 

(1) That the circulator circulated that section and saw the appended signa
tures being written. 

(2) That according to the best information and belief of the circulator, each 
signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

(c) The circulator shall certify to the content of the declaration as to its truth and 
correctness, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, with 
the signature of his or her name at length, including given name, middle name or 
initial, or initial and middle name. The circulator shall state the date and the place 
of execution on the declaration immediately preceding his or her signature. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §6.) 

45. Examination of petitions; residence address verification. 
For purposes of verifying signatures on any initiative, referendum, recall, 

nomination, or other election petition or paper, the clerk shall determine that the 
residence address on the petition or paper is the same as the residence address on 
the affidavit of registration. H the addresses are different, or if the petition or paper 
does not specify the residence address, or, in the case of an initiative or referendum 
petition, if the information specified in Section 3516 is not contained in the petition, 
the affected signature shall not be counted as valid. 

Any signature invalidated pursuant to this section shall not affect the validity 
of other valid signatures on the particular petition or paper. 

(Added by Stats. 1981, c. 589, §J.! 

47. Counting of words. 
(a) For purposes of this code, the following shall apply to the counting of words: 

(1) Punctuation is not counted. 
(2) Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section. 
(3) All geographical names shall be considered as one word; for example, 

"City and County of San Francisco" shall be counted as one word. 
(4) Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as 

one word. 
(5) Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available dictionary shall 

be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be 
counted as a separate word. 

(6) Dates consisting of a combination of words and digits shall be counted as 
two words. Dates consisting only of a combination of digits shall be counted as one 
word. 

(7) Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. 
Any number which is spelled, such as "one," shall be considered as a separate word 
or words. "One" shall be counted as one word whereas "one hundred" shall be 
counted as two words. "100" shall be counted as one word. 

(b) This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under 
Section 10211. 

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 365, §J.! 
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49. Secretary of State or county clerk is candidate's attorney for service of 
process. 

51. 

Whenever any candidate files a declaration of candidacy, nomination paper, or 
any other paper evidencing an intention to be a candidate for any public office at 
any election in this state with either the Secretary of State or a county clerk, the 
candidate shall by such filing irrevocably appoint the Secretary of State or the 
county clerk with whom the filing is made and their successors in office the 
candidate's attorneys upon whom all process in any action or proceeding against 
him or her concerning his or her candidacy or the election laws may be served with 
the same effect as if the candidate had been lawfully served with process. The 
appointment shall continue until the day of the election. 

If in any action or proceeding arising Qut of or in connection with any matters 
concerning his or her candidacy or the election laws it is shown by affidavit to the 
satisfaction of a court or judge that personal service of process against the candidate 
cannot be made with the exercise of due diligence, the court or judge may make an 
order that the service be made upon the candidate by delivering by hand to the 
Secretary of State or the county clerk appointed as the candidate's attorney for 
service of process, or to any person employed in his or her office in the capacity of 
assistant or deputy, one copy of the process for the defendant to be served, together 
with a copy of the order authorizing such service. Service in this manner constitutes 
personal service upon the candidate. The Secretary of State and the county clerks 
of all counties shall keep a record of all process served upon them under this section, 
and shall record therein the time of service and their action with reference thereto. 

Upon the receipt of any such service of process the Secretary of State or the 
county clerk shall immediately give notice of the service of the process to the 
candidate by forwarding the copy of the process to the candidate at the address 
shown on his or her declaration, nomination paper, affidavit, or other evidence of 
intention to be a candidate filed with that officer, by special delivery registered mail 
with request for return receipt. 

(Amended by 5tats.1979, c. 667, §1.J 

50. Disaster election plan. 
In case of a disaster in which a portion or all of the voting records of any county 

are destroyed, the Governor may appoint an election commission to outline and 
recommend procedures to be followed in the conduct of regular or special elections. 
The commission shall consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State, the Attorney 
General, and the county clerk of each county in which destruction occurs. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2') 

51. County Oerk to provide statistics for legislative reapportionment. 
The county clerk in each county shall compile and make available to the 

Legislature or any appropriate committee of the Legislature such information and 
statistics as may be necessary for use in connection with the reapportionment of 
legislative districts, including, but not limited to, precinct maps indicating the 
boundaries of municipalities, school districts, judicial districts, Assembly districts, 
senatorial districts and congressional districts, and lists showing the election 
returns for each precinct in the county at the last four statewide elections held prior 
to reapportionment. If the county clerk stores the information and statistics in 
data-processing files, he or she shall make the files available, along with whatever 
documentation shall be necessary in order to allow the use of the files by the 
appropriate committee of the Legislature and shall retain these files for the four 
statewide elections held prior to reapportionment. The files shall be retained until 
reapportionment has been completed. 
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52. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Each precinct shall be identified according to the census tract or enumeration 
district in which it is located. In the case of any precinct that is divided among two 
or more census tracts or enumeration districts, the county clerk shall include an 
estimate of the proportion of the precinct's registered voters in each census tract or 
enumeration district. If the United' States Bureau of the Census divides or alters any 
census tract or enumeration district between the time of an election and the census 
upon which the reapportionment is based, the county clerk shall provide whatever 
corrections or additional information may be necessary to reflect those changes. 

(Amended by 5tats.1982, c.1565, §1.) 

52. Declaration of candidacy; legally qualified candidate. 
No person shall be considered a legally qualified candidate for any office or 

party nomination for a partisan office under the laws of this state unless that person 
has filed a declaration of candidacy or statement of write-in candidacy with the 
proper official for the particular election or primary, or is entitled to have his or her 
name placed on a general election ballot by reason of having been nominated at a 
primary election, or having been selected to fill a vacancy on the general election 
ballot as provided in Section 6655, or having been selected as an independent 
candidate pursuant to Section 6894. 

This section shall not be construed to prevent a voter from writing in the name 
of any person for an office at a primary or general election. 

It is the intent of the legislature, in enacting this section, to enable the Federal 
Communications Commission to determine who is a "legally qualified candidate" 
in this state for the purposes of administering the provisions of Section 315 of the 
Communications Act of 1934. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1985, c. 941, §l.) 

53. Nomination papers' signatures. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law: 
(a) Any registered voter who is a candidate for any office may obtain signatures 

to and sign his or her own nomination papers. The candidate's signature shall be 
given the same effect as that of any other qualified signer. 

(b) Any person engaged in obtaining Signatures to the nomination papers of a 
candidate for any office or to any recall, initiative or referendum petition, may, if 
otherwise qualified to sign such papers or petition, sign such papers or petition. 
The signature of the person shall be given the same effect as that of any other 
qualified signer. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2') 

54. Plurality of votes constitute choice. 
A plurality of the votes given at any election shall constitute a choice where not 

otherwise directed in the Constitution, provided that it shall be competent in all 
charters of cities, counties or cities and counties framed under the authority of the 
Constitution to provide the manner in which their respective elective officers may 
be elected and to prescribe a higher proportion of the vote therefor. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 226, §2') 

55. Secretary of State is chief elections officer. 
The Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state, and has the powers 

and duties specified in Section 12172.5 of the Government Code. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1430, §J.! 

58. Secretary of State may call meeting to discuss election laws. 
On written call of the Secretary of State, the county clerks, city clerks, and 

registrars of voters of this state may meet with the approval of their legislative 
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75. 

bodies, at the time and place within this state designated in the call, to discuss 
matters affecting the administration of the election laws and to promote uniformity 
of procedure in such matters. Meetings shall not exceed three in any calendar year. 
Any deputy of a county clerk, city clerk, or registrar of voters, designated for the 
purpose by his principal, may attend such meetings, alone or with his principal. 
The actual and necessary expenses of the county clerk, city clerk, or registrar of 
voters, and of a deputy, incurred in traveling to and from meetings and in attending 
the same, for each such officer for anyone meeting, shall be a charge of the county 
or city of the clerk or registrar, and payable as other county or city charges. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §4.5.J 

60. Provision due to holidays. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the last day for the performance 

of any act provided for or required by this code shall be a holiday, as defined in 
Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 6700) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Govern
ment Code, the act may be performed upon the next business day with the same 
effect as if it had been performed upon the day appointed. 

For purposes of this section, the Friday in November immediately after Thanks
giving Day shall be considered a holiday. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §7.J 

70. Oath or affirmation required in declaration of candidacy. 
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, there shall be set forth in 

full in the declaration of candidacy required for any primary or final election the 
oath or affirmation set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution and, such 
requirement shall sa tisfy the provisions of Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution 
with respect to any office or public trust. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 616, §1.J 

75. Eligibility to be elected or appointed. 
Unless otherwise specifically provided, no person is eligible to be elected or 

appointed to an elective office unless that person is a registered voter and otherwise 
qualified to vote for that office at the time that nomination papers are issued to the 
person or at the time of the person's appointment. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 1287, §5.J 
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Chapter 1. Qualifications 

DIVISION 1. VOTERS 
Chapter 1. Qualifications 

Article 1. General Provisions 

100. Persons entitled to vote; age. 

204. 

(a) Every person who qualifies under Section 2 of Article II of the Constitution 
and who complies with this code governing the registration of electors may vote 
at any election held within the territory within which he or she resides and the 
election is held. 

(b) Any person who will be at least 18 years of age at the time of the next election 
is eligible to register and vote at that election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 365, §2.) 

Article 2. Oetennination of Residence and Domicile 

200. Residence and domicile. 
(a) Except as provided in this article, the term "residence" as used in this code 

for voting purposes means a person's domicile. 
(b) The domicile of a person is that place in which his or her habitation is fixed, 

wherein the person has the intention of remainin~ and to which, whenever he or 
she is absent, the person has the intention of returning. At a given time, a person 
may have only one domicile. 

(c) The residence of a person, as used in this article, is that place in which the 
person's habitation is fixed for some period of time, but wherein he or she does not 
have the intention of remaining. At a given time, a person may have more than one 
residence. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1172, §4.) 

201. Tenn of domicile. 
The term of domicile is computed by including the day on which the person's 

domicile commenced and by excluding the day of the election. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1172, §4.) 

202. Person away for temporary purposes. 
(a) A person who leaves his or her home to go into another state or precinct in 

this state for temporary purposes merely, with the intention of returning, does not 
lose his or her domicile. 

(b) A person does not gain a domicile in any precinct into which he or she comes 
for temporary purposes merely, without the intention of making that precinct his 
or her home. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1172, §4.) 

203. Move to another state. 
If a person moves to another state with the intention of making it his or her 

domicile, the voter loses his or her domicile in this state. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c.1172, §4.) 

204. Move to another state. 
If a person moves to another state as a place of permanent residence, with the 

intention of remaining there for an indefini te time, he or she loses his or her domicile 
in this state, notwithstanding that he or she intends to return at some future time. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c.1172, §4.) 
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205. DIVISION 1. VOTERS 

205. Intention and fact or removal. 
The mere intention to acquire a new domicile, without the fact of removal avails 

nothing, neither does the fact of removal without the intention. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1172, §4.! 

206. Employment in the service of the United States; navigation; institution. 
A person does not gain or lose a domicile solely by reason of his or her presence 

or absence from a place while employed in the service of the United States or of 
this state, nor while engaged in navigation, nor while a student of any institution 
of learning, nor while kept in an almshouse, asylum or prison. This section shall 
not be construed to prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying 
as an elector in the locality where he or she domiciles while attending that institu
tion, when in fact the student has abandoned his or her former domicile. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1172, §4.! 

206.5. Domicile of legislative member or congressional representative. 
The domicile of a Member of the Legislature or a Representative in the Congress 

of the United States shall be conclusively presumed to be at the residence address 
indicated on that person's currently filed affidavit of registration . 
. (Added by 5tats.1984, c. 21, §1.) 

207. Domicile of family; residence in a trailer. 
The place where a person's family is domiciled is his or her domicile unless it is 

a place for temporary establishment for his or her family or for transient objects. 
Residence in a trailer or vehicle or at any public camp or camping ground may 

constitute a domicile for voting purposes if the registrant complies with the other 
requirements of this article. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1172, §4') 

208. Place of family and business. 
If a person has a family fixed in one place, and he or she does business in another, 

the former is his or her place of domicile, but any person having a family, who has 
taken up an abode with the intention of remaining and whose family does not so 
reside with him or her, is a domiciliary where he or she has so taken up the abode. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1172, §4.) 

209. Domicile of spouse. 
The domicile of one spouse shall not be presumed to be that of the other, but 

shall be detennined independently in accordance with this article. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1172, §4.! 

210. Marriage to a person employed in the service of United States. 
A domiciliary of this state who marries a person employed temporarily in this 

state in the service of the United States government, may elect to retain his or her 
domicile for the purpose of qualifying as an elector only, except that such domicile 
in this state shall terminate if such domiciliary qualifies as an elector in any other 
state or any territory. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1172, §4.! 

211. Homeowner's property tax exemption; renter's tax credit; drivers license. 
If a person has more than one residence and such person maintains a home

owner's property tax exemption on the dwelling of one of the residences pursuant 
to Section 218 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, there shall be a rebuttable 
presumption that the residence subject to the homeowner's property tax exemption 
is that person's domicile; provided, however, that such presumption shall not apply 
in the event any other residence is listed as the person's current residence address 
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Chapter 1. Qualifications 217. 

on any drivers license, identification card, or vehicle registration issued to such 
person by, and on file with, the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

If a person has more than one residence and such person claims a renter's tax 
credit for one of the residences pursuant to Section 17053.5 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that the residence subject 
to the renter's tax credit is that person's domicile; provided, however, that such 
presumption shall not apply in the event any other residence is listed as the person's 
current residence address on any driver's license, identification card, or vehicle 
registration issued to such person by, and on file with, the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 

This section shall not be applicable to state or federal elected officials. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. JJ72, §4.) 

212. More than one residence. 
Except as provided in this article, if a person has more than one residence and 

such person has not physically resided at anyone of such residences within the 
immediate preceding year, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that those 
residences in which he or she has not so resided within the immediate preceding 
year are merely residences as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 200 and not his 
or her domicile. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1172, §4.) 

214. URebuttable presumptionll defined. 
As used in this article, a rebuttable presumption shall be deemed a presumption 

which affects the burden of producing evidence. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. JJ72, §4.) 

215. Change of house number. 

Whenever the house number or the mailing address of a voter has been changed 
and the voter's domicile is the same, the public agency au thorizing the change shall 
notify the county clerk in writing of the change and the county clerk shall make the 
change on the voter's affidavit of registration and a new affidavit shall not be 
required. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. JJ72, §4.! 

216. Domicile in more than one precinct. 

A person domiciled in a house or apartment lying in more than one precinct 
shall be registered as domiciled in the precinct designated by the county elections 
official on the basis of the street address or other precinct the county elections 
official considers appropriate unless the person requests, either by letter or in 
person at the office of the county elections official, that he or she wishes to be 
domiciled for registration purposes in another precinct in which his or her house 
or apartment lies. In order to fulfill the requirements of this section, the letter of 
request shall include the name, signature, and residence address of the requester. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 983, §1.) 

217. Voter residence change 28 days prior to an election. 
A person duly registered as a voter in any precinct in California who removes 

therefrom within 28 days prior to an election shall, for the purpose of such election, 
be entitled to vote in the precinct from which the person so removed until the close 
of the polls on the date of such election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §4.) 
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Article 3. Visually Impaired Voters 

225. Title of Act 
This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Visually Impaired Voter 

Assistance Act of 1989. 
(Added by 5tats. 1989, c. 774, §1.! 

226. "Visually impaired" defined. 
As used in this article, "visually impaired" means a person having central visual 

acuity not to exceed 20-200 in the better eye, with corrected lenses, or visual acuity 
greater than 20-200, but with a limitation in the field of vision such that the widest 
diameter of the visual field subtends at an angle of not greater than 20 degrees. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c. 774, §1.! 

227. Intent of Legislature. 
It is the intent of the Legislature to promote the fundamental right to vote of 

visually impaired individuals, and to make efforts to improve public awareness of 
the availability of ballot pamphlet cassette tapes and improve their delivery to these 
voters. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c. 774, §1.) 

228. Visually Impaired Voter Assistance Advisory Board. 
(a) The Secretary of State shall establish a Visually Impaired Voter Assistance 

Advisory Board. This board shall consist of the Secretary of State or his or her 
designee and the following membership, appointed by the Secretary of State: 

(1) A representative from the State Advisory Council on Libraries. 
(2) One member from each of three private organizations. Two of the organi

zations shall be representative of organizations for blind persons in the state. 
(b) The board shall do all of the following: 

(1) Establish guidelines for reaching as many visually impaired persons as 
practical. 

(2) Make recommendations to the Secretary of State for improving the 
availability and accessibility of ballot pamphlet cassette tapes and their delivery to 
visually impaired voters. The Secretary of State may implement the recommenda
tions made by the board. 

(3) Increase the distribution of public service announcements identifying the 
availability of ballot pamphlet cassette tapes at least 45 days before any federal, 
state, and local election. 

(4) Promote the Secretary of State's toll-free voter registration telephone line 
for citizens needing voter registration information, including information for those 
who are visually handicapped, and the toll-free telephone service regarding the 
California State Library and regional library service for the visually impaired. 

(c) No member shall receive compensation, but each member shall be reim
bursed for his or her reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with service 
on the board. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c. 774, §1.! 

Chapter 2. Registration 

Article 1. General Provisions 

300. Application of chapter. 
No person shall be registered except as provided in this chapter unless upon the 

production and filing of a certified copy of a judgment of the superior court 
directing registration to be made. 
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Chapter 2. Registration 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1275, §12.J 

300.5. Eligibility to register to vote. 

302. 

A person entitled. to register to vote shall be a United States citizen, a resident 
of California, not in prison or on parole for the conviction of a felony, and at least 
18 years of age at the time of the next election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1989, c. 365, §3.J 

301. Affidavit of registration; effective date; signature verification 
No person shall be registered as a voter except by affidavit of registration. The 

affidavit shall be mailed or delivered to the county clerk and shall set forth all of 
the facts required to be shown by this chapter. A properly executed registration 
shall be deemed effective upon receipt of the affidavit by the county clerk or on the 
29th day before an election to be held in the registrant's precinct if (a) the affidavit 
is executed on or before the 29th day prior to the election, and (b) the affidavit is 
received by the county clerk by mail after the 29th day and by the fourth day after 
the 29th day before the election. 

For purposes of verifying signatures on a recall, initiative, or referendum 
petition or signatures on a nomination paper or any other election petition or 
election paper, a properly executed affidavit of registration shall be deemed effec
tive for such verification purposes if (a) the affidavit is signed on the same date or 
a date prior to the signing of such petition or paper; and (b) the affidavit is received 
by the county clerk on or before the date on which the petition or paper is filed. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the affidavit of 
registration required under the provisions of this chapter shall not be taken under 
sworn oath, but the content of the affidavit shall be certified as to its truthfulness 
and correctness, under penalty of perjury, by the signature of the affiant. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1981, c. 1107, §l.J 

302. Intent of the Legislature to encourage registration. 
(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the election board of each county, in 

order to promote and encourage voter registrations, shall establish a sufficient 
number of registration places throughout the county, and outside the county 
courthouse, for the convenience of persons desiring to register, to the end that 
registration may be maintained at a high level. 

(b) It is also the intent of the Legislature that county clerks, in order to promote 
and encourage voter registrations, shall enlist the support and cooperation of 
interested citizens and organizations, and shall deputize as registrars qualified 
citizens in such a way as to reach most effectively every resident of the county. The 
persons so deputized shall be permitted to register voters anywhere within the 
county, including at the places of residence of the persons to be registered, and the 
rounty clerk shall not deny deputy registrars the right to register voters anywhere 
in the county. 

(c) It is also the intent of the Legislature that non-English-speaking citizens, like 
all other citizens, should be encouraged to vote. Therefore, appropriate efforts 
should be made to minimize obstacles to registration by citizens who lack sufficient 
skill in English to register without assistance. 

(d) Where the county clerk finds that citizens described in subdivision (c) 
approximate 3 percent or more of the voting age residents of a precinct, or in the 
event that interested citizens or organizations provide information which the 
county clerk believes indicates a need for registration assistance for qualified 
citizens described in subdivision (c), the county clerk shall make reasonable efforts 
to recruit deputy registrars who are fluent in a language used by citizens described 
in subdivision (c) and in English. Such recruitment shall be conducted through the 
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303. DIVISION 1. VOTERS 

cooperation of interested citizens and organizations and through voluntarily do
nated public service notices in the media, including newspapers, radio, and televi
sion, particularly those media which serve the non-English-speaking citizens 
described in subdivision (c). Deputy registrars so appointed shall facilitate regis
tration in the particular precincts concerned and shall have the right to register 
voters anywhere in the county. 

(e) In furtherance of the purposes of this section, the governing ooard of any 
county, city, city and county, district, or other public agency, may authorize and 
assign any of its officers or employees to become deputy registrars of voters and to 
register qualified citizens on any premises and facilities owned or controlled by 
such public agencies during the regular working hours of such officers or employ
ees; provided, that with the exception of firemen, any compensation to which said 
officer or employee may be entitled in payment for the services of such officer or 
employee as a deputy registrar may be paid by the authority which appointed such 
officer or employee as a deputy registrar to the public agency which regularly 
employs such officer or employee. 

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that no limitation be imposed on the number 
of persons appointed to act as deputy registrars of voters. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c.1275, §12.J 

303. Deputy registrars of voters. 
It is the intent of the Legislature that the introduction of registration by mail 

shall not in any way lead to administrative limitations on the use of deputy 
registrars of voters for the purpose of assisting in the registration of persons who 
may continue to require such assistance. 

It is the intent of the Legislature that registrars continue to be deputized by the 
county clerk pursuant to Section 302, but that as the electorate becomes more 
conversant with mail registration procedures, the number of deputy registrars will 
naturally diminish due to a decrease in the demand for the services of such deputy 
registrars of voters. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 1275, §12.! 

304. Programs to identify and register qualified electors. 
It is the intent of the Legislature that voter registration be maintained at the 

highest possible level. The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations requiring each 
county to design and implement programs intended to identify qualified electors 
who are not registered voters, and to register such persons to vote. The Secretary 
of State shall adopt regulations prescribing minimum requirements for such pro
grams. If the Secretary of State finds that a county has not designed and imple
mented a program meeting such prescribed minimum requirements, the Secretary 
of State shall design a program for such county and report the violation to the 
Attorney General. 

(Added by 5tat5. 1976, c. 1275, §12.J 

304.5. Statement pertaining to registration eligibility to be included on 
printed literature and media announcements. 

Any program adopted by a county pursuant to Section 302 or 304, which is 
designed to encourage the registration of electors, shall, with respect to any printed 
literature or media announcements made in connection with these programs, 
contain this statement: "A person entitled to register to vote must be a United States 
citizen, a resident of California, not in prison or on parole for the conviction of a 
felony, and at least 18 years of age at the time of the election." 

(Added by 5tat5. 1982, c. 158, §2.J 
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Chapter 2. Registration 309.5. 

305. Time affidavits of registration accepted; effective date. 
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the county clerk shall accept affidavits 

of registration at all times except during the 28 days immediately preceding any 
election, when registration shall cease for that election as to electors residing in the 
territory within which the election is to be held. Transfers of registration for an 
election may be made from one precinct to another precinct in the same county at 
any time when registration is in progress in the precinct to which the elector seeks 
to transfer. 

(b) The county clerk or his or her deputy shall accept an affidavit of registration 
executed as part of a voter registration card in the forthcoming election if (1) the 
affidavit is executed on or before the 29th day prior to the election, and (2) the 
affidavit is received by the county clerk or his or her deputy by mail after the 29th 
day and by the fourth day after the 29th day. 

(c) Upon request, the county clerk may accept an affidavit of registration that 
was not received in accordance with subdivision (a) or (b) or a newly executed 
affidavit of registration when evidence supports that the affidavit was executed on 
or before the 29th day prior to the election and that the affidavit was mishandled 
by a third party, including the postal service. Evidence is limited to the postmark 
on the affidavit, or, for that election only, possession of a valid affidavit receipt or 
a photocopy of a properly executed affidavit. However, when the evidence consists 
only of possession of a valid affidavit receipt or a photocopy of a properly executed 
affidavit, the county elections official shall not accept the affidavit of registration 
after the 27th day prior to the election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 983, §2.J 

306. Public file of current deputy registrars of voters. 
The county clerk shall keep and maintain a current file listing all persons 

appointed or deputized by the county clerk to register voters, which file shall be 
open to public inspection. Such file shall include the party affiliation, if any, of each 
person listed. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

307. Qualification as deputy registrar of voters. 
Any person who is a registered voter qualifies for appointment as a deputy 

registrar of voters. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

308. No discrimination. 
No county clerk may refuse to deputize any person to register voters because 

of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, marital status, disability, relig
ious or political affiliation, or age. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 915, §l.J 

309. Proof of citizenship. 
A person may prove he is a citizen by his certification under penalty of perjury 

on the affidavit of registration. 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c.1275, §12.) 

309.5. Evidence of citizenship by signing affidavit. 
Notwithstanding any other proviSion of law to the contrary, the fact that a 

person certifies to his United States citizenship by signing his affidavit of registra
tion shall be deemed evidence of citizenship for voting purposes only. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 346, §1.) 
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310. Registration cards furnished to electors outside of county. 
Any elector absent from the county in which he claims residence may request a 

voter registration card from the county clerk of the county of residence. The county 
clerk shall furnish a voter registration card, to each elector requesting such card 
and showing that he will be temporarily absent from his home county. Upon receipt 
by the county clerk, the affidavit of registration shall be processed as required by 
this chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

311. Forwarding affidavits of registration. 
The county clerk of any county in this state may receive the affidavit of registra

tion of any elector who resides or claims residence in another county in this state. 
The affidavit shall be forwarded to the county clerk of the county in which the 
elector resides. The county clerk of the county in which the elector resides shall use 
the affidavit of registration from the other county as his permanent record. 

Registration by this method shall be effective for all elections occurring 29 or 
more days after receipt of the affidavit of registration by the county clerk or his 
deputy to which the affidavit is mailed or delivered by the elector. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

311.5. Change of surname. 
Whenever a voter, between the time of that person's last registration and the 

time for the closing of registration for any given election in the same county; has 
lawfully changed his or her surname, the voter may reregister under the new or 
changed name. The voter shall make an additional statement at the time of 
reregistration, giving t4ie name under which he or she was last registered in that 
county. • 

This additional statement shall be given in the prior registration portion of the 
affidavit of registration before the affidavit is signed, and shall be deemed a part 
of such affidavit. Upon reregistration, the last previous registration of the voter 
shall be canceled. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

311.6. Change of address. 
Whenever a voter, between the time of that person's last voter registration and 

the time for the closing of registration for any given election, has changed his or 
her residence address by moving, the voter shall execute a new affidavit of 
registration or a notice or a letter of the change of address as permitted in Section 
315, in order to be eligible to vote in the next election. 

(Added by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §8.) 

312. Transfer of registration to another precinct. 
Except as provided in Section 315, if a voter reregisters or transfers his or her 

registration from one precinct to another, the former address shall be entered in the 
prior registration portion of the affidavit, and the former registration shall there
upon be canceled. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §J.2.) 

313. Reregistration in another county. 
No person shall register in one county when his registration in another remains 

uncanceled unless he complies with this section. Any person who is registered in 
one county may, if otherwise legally qualified, register in another county in which 
he then resides, at any time before the closing of registration for any election, if in 
the prior registration portion of the affidavit of registration he enters his former 
address. 
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Chapter 2. Registration 319. 

The county clerk shall at once notify the county clerk of the county in which the 
old registration is still uncanceled that the voter has reregistered. Upon receipt of 
such notice of reregistration, the former registration shall be canceled immediately. 

(Added by Slals.1976, c. 1275, §12.J 

315. Voter letter designating address change; acceptance time. 
(a) In lieu of executing a new affidavit of registration for a change of address 

within the county the county clerk shall accept a notice or letter of the change of 
address signed by a voter as he or she is registered. 

(b) The county clerk shall accept notifications received by mail by the fourth day 
after the 29th day before an election, if the notice or letter is dated on or before the 
29th day prior to the election, and shall change the address on the voter's affidavit 
of registration accordingly. Any requests for change of address received prior to 
an election, but after the day specified herein shall not be applicable to that election 
but shall apply to all subsequent elections. 

(c) Upon request, the registrar of voters may accept a change of address notice 
that was not received by the county clerk in accordance with this section when 
evidence supports that the change of address notice was executed on or before the 
29th day prior to the election and that the change of address notice was mishandled 
by a third party, including the postal service. Evidence is limited to the postmark 
on the notice. 

(Amended by Slats. 1988, c. 36, §2.) 

316. Voter moves to another county. 
If the county clerk receives a letter from a voter stating tI:atsuch voter has moved 

to a new address in another county in the state, the clerk s~ll immediately notify 
the clerk of the county to which the voter has moved. Upon receipt of such notice, 
the clerk of the county to which the voter has moved shall send to such voter a voter 
registration card, and shall instruct such voter that in order to record a change of 
address, such voter must reregister on a new affidavit of registration. The clerk 
shall cancel the old registration for any election occurring at least 29 days after the 
receipt of such letter. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

318. No fees. 
No fees may be charged for registration. 
(Amended by Siais. 1980, c. 1287, §6.J 

319. Memoranda added to affidavit of registration; Petition signing 
memoranda to be destroyed. 

The county clerk may cause to be written or printed upon the top margin, or in 
the body of the affidavit, in addition to any matter provided for in this code, any 
words necessary or convenient to designate the precinct, district or political subdi
vision for which the affidavit is taken, or to indicate any removal or transfer of 
registration. Any other reasonable memoranda may be added which is necessary 
or convenient to enable the county clerk to perform his duties in assorting or 
classifying or handling affidavits with correctness and dispatch, however, such 
memoranda shall not include notations, whether coded or not, which indicate that 
the registrant has signed a particular initiative, referendum, or recall petition unless 
such notations are made other than on the body of the affidavit of registration. Any 
memoranda, notations, devices, computer data, or other means or material em
ployed by the derk indicating which petition or petitions have been signed by any 
registrant shall be destroyed as soon as practicable after the certification of the 
results of the election for which such memoranda, notations, devices, computer 
data, or other means or material was used, or if no election is held, as soon as 
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practicable after the clerk' 5 final certification showing the results of the examination 
of the petition; but in no event shall such memoranda, notations, devices, computer 
data, or other means or material be retained for more than 30 days. 

Such memoranda, notations, devices, computer data, or other means or material 
employed by the clerk indicating which petition or petitions have been signed by 
any registrant shall be available for the use of the clerk and his staff only and then 
only for the purposes for which they were prepared. Except as previously provided, 
they shall not be made available to any person or entity, public or private, for any 
purpose whatsoever. 

Memoranda added to the body of the affidavit of registration, which are not 
applicable to the requirements of Section 500, shall not be deemed a portion of the 
affidavit. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1275, §12.! 

320. No periodic reregistration of voters. 
In accordance with Section 11 of the initiative act approved by a majority of the 

voters at the general election held on November 4,1930 (Statutes of 1931, p.lxxxiii) 
and entitled "An act to amend Sections 1083a, 1094, 1095a, 1097, 1103, 1105, 1106, 
1115,1120, and to repeal Sections 1228 and 1229 of the Political Code, relating to 
registration of electors and conduct of elections/' no amendment by the Legislature 
shall provide for a general biennial or other periodic reregistration of voters. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.! 

Article 2. Registration Procedures 

400. Voter registration cards; numbering. 
The county clerk shall provide voter registration forms for use in the registration 

by deputy registrars of voters. Such voter registration forms shall be bound into 
books or pads. The affidavits included in such voter registration forms shall be 
numbered and shall have a stub attached as prescribed by Section 508. 

Each affidavit and stub shall bear the same number. The numbering shall begin 
with one and continue in a sequence until all of the blanks provided are numbered. 
The numbering shall begin anew with each 1,000,000 affidavits of registration 
numbered pursuant to this section. Each set of numbers shall be designated 
alphabetically as a series, beginning with series A, following the first 1,000,000. 

(Amended by 5tats.1977, c.1116, §3.! 

401. Receipt for affidavits. 
Each deputy registrar of voters shall be issued a receipt by the county clerk for 

all books or pads issued, specifying the numbers of the affidavits received. The 
deputy is responsible for them until they are returned to the county clerk. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 669, §1'! 

402. Information on stub of affidavit. 
When any elector is registered, his name, residence, and residence telephone 

number, if furnished, shall be entered on the stub attached to the original affidavit. 
If for any cause the affidavit is spoiled in the course of execution or a mistake is 
made, the affidavit shall not be destroyed, but the name of the elector for whom it 
was intended, with his residence, shall be entered on the stub as in other cases, and 
the stubs and affidavits each marked with the word "spoiled." 

(Amended by 5tats.1977, c.1205, §29.! 

403. Return of completed affidavits of registration. 
Individuals and organizations distributing voter registration cards pursuant to 

subdivision (b) of Section 507 and who receive completed voter registration cards 
from voters shall return the completed cards to the county clerk or shall deposit 
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Chapter 2. Registration 500. 

such cards in the postal service within three days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
and state holidays, of receipt from a voter. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 669, §2.! 

404. Return of completed affidavits of registration. 
On the day of the close of registration for any election all deputy registrars of 

voters or individuals and organizations which have submitted plans for distribu
tion, shall immediately return all completed affidavits of registration in their 
possession to the county clerk. Unused affidavits shall be returned upon comple
tion of the distribution plan. 

(Amended by 5Ia!s. 1988, c. 669, §3.! 

405. Report to district attorney for failure to comply. 
The county clerk shall report to the district attorney of the county, under oath, 

the name of any deputy registrar of voters who has not complied with this article. 
(Amended by Siais. 1988, c. 669, §4.! 

406. Preparation of duplicate file. 
If the county clerk deems a duplicate file of voter registration cards to be 

necessary for administrative purposes, the county clerk may prepare, upon the 
receipt in his office of each original affidavit of registration, a reproduction thereof 
in compliance with the following conditions: 

<a) The affidavit is photographed, microphotographed or reproduced in a 
manner approved for permanent records by the National Bureau of Standards. 

(b) The device used to reproduce such affidavit is one which accurately repro
duces the original thereof in all details; 

(c) The photographs, microphotographs, or other reproductions are placed in 
conveniently accessible files and provision is made for preserving, examining and 
using the same. 

Wherever in this code the term duplicate affidavit is used it shall be deemed to 
include the reproduced affidavit authorized by this section. 

Any signature comparison required by this code may be made against these 
duplicates. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §12.) 

407. Elector may file action in the superior court. 
If the county clerk refuses to register any qualified elector in the county, the 

elector may proceed by action in the superior court to compel his registration. In 
an action under this section, as many persons may join as plaintiffs as have causes 
of action. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §12.! 

408. Court costs against the county clerk. 
Costs shall not be recovered against the county clerk in any action under this 

chapter, unless it is alleged in the complaint, and established on the trial, that the 
county clerk knowingly and willfully violated his duty. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §12.! 

Article 3. Forms 

500. Form of affidavit of registration. 
The affidavit of registration shall show: 
(a) The facts necessary to establish the affiant as an elector. 
(b) The affiant's name at length, including his or her given name, and a middle 

name or initial, or if the initial of the given name is customarily used, then the initial 
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and middle name. The affiant's given name may be preceded, at affiant's option, 
by the designation of Miss, Ms., Mrs. or Mr. No person shall be denied the right to 
register because of his or her failure to mark a prefix to the given name and shall 
be so advised on the voter registration card. This subdivision shall not be construed 
as requiring the printing of prefixes on an affidavit of registration. 

(c) The affianfs place of residence, and residence telephone number, if fur
nished. No person shall be denied the right to register because of his or her failure 
to furnish a telephone number, and shall be so advised on the voter registration 
card. 

(d) The affiant's mailing address, if different from the place of residence. 
(e) The affianfs date of birth to establish that he or she will be at least 18 years 

of age on or before the date of the next election. 
(I) The state or country of the affiant's birth. 
(g) The affiant's occupation. 
(h) The affianfs political party affiliation. 
(0 That the affiant is currently not imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of 

a felony. 
(j) A prior registration portion indicating whether the affiant has been registered 

at another address, under another name, or as intending to affiliate with another 
party. If the affiant has been so registered, he or she shall give an additional 
statement giving that address, name, or party. 

The affiant shall certify the content of the affidavit as to its truth and correctness, 
under penalty of perjury, with the signature of his or her name and if affiant is 
unable to write he or she shall sign with a mark or cross. 

The affiant shall date the affidavit immediately following the affiant's signature. 
If any person, including a deputy registrar, assists the affiant in completing the 
affidavit, that person shall sign and date the affidavit below the signature of the 
affiant. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1989, c. 365, §4.J 

501. Declaration of party affiliation. 

At the time of registering and of transferring registration, each elector may 
declare the name of the political party with which he or she intends to affiliate at 
the ensuing primary election. The name of that political party shall be stated in the 
affidavit of registration and the index. 

The voter registration card shall inform the affiant that" any elector may decline 
to state a political affiliation, but no person shall be entitled to vote the ballot of any 
political party at any primary election unless he or she has stated the name of the 
party with which he intends to affiliate. The voter registration card shall include a 
listing of all qualified political parties. 

No person shall be permitted to vote the ballot of any party or for any delegates 
to the convention of any party other than the party designated in his or her 
registration, except as provided by Section 502. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1977, c.1116, §5.J 

502. Change of political affiliation. 
Whenever any voter has declined to designate or has changed his or her political 

affiliation prior to the close of registration for an election, he or she may either so 
designate or have a change recorded by executing a new affidavit of registration 
and completing the prior registration portion of the affidavit. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1977, c.1116, §6.J 
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Chapter 2. Registration 504. 

503. Procedure for incomplete affidavit; voter notification. 
(a) Except as provided in Section 503.5, the affidavit of registration shall show 

all the facts required to be stated. 
(b) If the affidavit does not contain all of the information required, but the 

telephone number of the affiant is legible, the county clerk shall telephone the 
affiant and attempt to collect the missing information. 

(c) If the affidavit does not contain all of the information required, and the county 
clerk is not able to collect the missing information by telephone, but the mailing 
address of the affiant is legible, the county clerk shall inform the affiant of the reason 
for rejection and shall send to the affiant a new voter registration card. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 638, §l.J 

503.5. Incomplete affidavit; rebuttable presumptions. 
In the event that the county clerk receives an affidavit of registration that does 

not include portions of the information for which space is provided, the county 
clerk or registrar of voters shall apply the following rebuttable presumptions: 

(a) If no middle name or initial is shown, it shall be presumed that none exists. 
(b) If no occupation is shown, it shall be presumed that the affiant declined to 

state his or her occupation. 
(c) If no party affiliation is shown, it shall be presumed that the affiant has no 

party affiliation. 
(d) If no execution date is shown, it shall be presumed that the affidavit was 

executed on or before the 29th day prior to the election, provided that (1) the 
affidavit is received by the county clerk on or before the 29th day prior to the 
election, or (2) the affidavit is received by mail by the county clerk no later than the 
fourth day after the 29th day prior to the election. 

(e) If the affiant fails to identify his or her state of birth within the United States, 
it shall be presumed that the affiant was born in a state or territory of the United 
States if the affiant's birthplace is shown as "United States/' "U.s.A.," or other 
recognizable term designating the United States. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 638, §2.J 

504. Voter notification form; notification returned by postal authorities; 
cancellation of affidavit of registration. 

Upon receipt of a properly executed affidavit of registration or address correc
tion notice or letter pursuant to Section 315 or Article 6 (commencing with Section 
800) the county clerk shall send the voter a voter notification by nonforwardable, 
first-class mail, address correction requested. The voter notification shall be sub
stantially in the following form: 

VOTER NOTIFICATION 

You are registered to vote. You will have to reregister whenever you move . 

Your registration is based on either: 

1. Your recently completed affidavit of registration, 

OR, 

2. Correction of your former registration because of a postal notice that you have 
moved. If your residence address has not changed or if your move is temporary, 
please call or write the county clerk immediately. 
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You may vote in any election held 29 or more days after the date shown on the 
reverse side of this card provided your residence address has not changed. Your 
name will appear on the index kept at the polls. 

(Signature of Voter) 
If a voter notification sent to a voter is returned by the postal authorities to the 

county clerk, and the postal authorities inform the county clerk that the voter has 
moved from the address to which the notification was sent, or that the voter is not 
known at the address to which the notification card was sent, or that the notification 
is undeliverable as addressed, the county clerk shall cancel the affidavit of regis
tration upon receipt of that information from the postal authorities except for those 
voters entitled to vote pursuant to Section 217 of the Elections Code. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 820, §3.) 

505. Secretary of State to provide voter notification form. 
The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, the blank forms of the 

voter notification prescribed by Section 504. The Secretary of State shall supply such 
forms to the county clerk in quantities and at times requested by the county clerk. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 820, §4.) 

506. Form of affidavit of registration. 
Subject to the provisions of this chapter, the affidavit of registration shall be in 

a form prescribed by regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. Such affidavit 
shall: 

(a) Contain the information prescribed in Section 500. 

(b) Be sufficiently uniform among the separate counties to allow for the proc
essing and use by one county of an affidavit completed in another county. 

(c) Allow for the inclusion of informational language to meet the specific needs 
of that county, including but not limited to, the return address of the clerk in that 
county, and a phone number at which a voter can obtain elections information in 
that county. 

(d) Be included on one portion of a multipart card, to be known as a voter 
registration card, the other portions of which shall include information sufficient 
to facilitate completion and mailing of the affidavit and to inform the voter that the 
voter should not consider himself registered until a voter notification is received 
by return mail. The affidavit portion of the multipart card shall be numbered 
according to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. For purposes of facili
tating the distribution of voter registration cards as provided in Section 507, there 
shall be attached to the affidavit portion a receipt. The receipt shall be separated 
from the body of the affidavit by a perforated line. 

(e) Be returnable to the county clerk as a self-enclosed mailer with postage paid 
by the Secretary of State. 

Nothing contained in the division shall prevent the use of voter registration 
cards and affidavits of registration in existence on the effective date of this section 
and produced pursuant to regulations of the Secretary of State, and all references 
to voter registration cards and affidavits in this division shall be applied to such 
existing voter registration cards and affidavits of registration. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1116, §8.) 

507. County clerk to provide voter registration cards. 
In addition to registration conducted by deputy registrars of voters, the county 

clerk shall, as follows: 
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Chapter 2. Registration 508. 

(a) Provide voter registration cards for the registration of voters at his office and 
in sufficient number of locations throughout the county for the convenience of 
persons desiring to register, to the end that registration may be maintained at a 
high level. 

(b) Provide voter registration cards in sufficient quantities to any citizens or 
organizations who wish to distribute such cards other than to persons who have 
been convicted of violating this section within the last five years. Citizens and 
organizations shall be permitted to distribute voter registration cards anywhere 
within the county. 

0) If, after completing his or her voter registration affidavit, an elector 
entrusts it to another person, the latter shall sign and date the attached, numbered 
receipt indicating his or her address and telephone number, if any, and give the 
receipt to the elector. Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not cause the 
invalidation of the registration of a voter. 

(2) Any citizen or organization which distributes voter registration cards 
shall give a voter registration card to any elector requesting it; provided, that the 
citizen or organization, has a sufficient number of cards. 

(3) If distribution of voter registration cards pursuant to this subdivision is 
undertaken by mailing cards to persons who have not requested the cards, the 
person mailing the cards shall enclose a cover letter or other notice with each card 
instructing the recipients to disregard the cards if they are currently registered 
voters. 

(c) Mail a voter registration card immediately to any person who wishes to 
register to vote and requests a voter registration card. 

(Amended by Stats. 1981, c. 551, §J.J 

507.5. Telephone number of person or organization who pays money for 
completed affidavit of registration shall be affixed to the affidavit. 

(a) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 507, any person 
who, in exchange for money or other valuable consideration, assists another to 
register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration from the elector, 
shall personally sign and affix directly on the affidavit of registration the telephone 
number of the person, company, or organization who agrees to pay money or other 
valuable consideration for the completed affidavit of registration. 

(b) Any person, company, or other organization who agrees to pay money or 
other valuable consideration to any person who assists another person to register 
to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration, shall maintain a list of 
the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all individuals that the person, 
company, or other organization has agreed to compensate for assisting others to 
register to vote. 

(c) Failure to comply with subdivision (a) shall not cause the invalidation of the 
registration of the voter. 

(d) No person, company, or other organization who agrees to pay money or 
other valuable consideration to any person to assist another to register to vote by 
receiving the completed affidavit of registration shall render the payment or 
promised consideration unless the information specified in subdivision (a) has been 
affixed personally on the affidavit by the person with whom the agreement for 
payment was made. 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 968, §J.J 

508. Fonn of affidavit of registration issued to a deputy registrar of voters. 
Each affidavit of registration issued to a deputy registrar of voters shall meet 

the requirements prescribed by Section 506, except that the voter registration card 
shall be modified, pursuant to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State, to 
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reflect the use of a deputy registrar of voters in lieu of mail delivery. A stub, 
separated from the body of the voter registration card by a perforated line, shall be 
attached to each affidavit. Upon the stub shall be printed the numberofthe affidavit 
and blanks for the following: 

(a) The name, residence, political affiliation, and signature of the voter. 

(b) The signature of the deputy taking the registration. 
(c) The date. 
At the time of registering the voter, the deputy shall fill in the blanks in the stub, 

and require the voter to sign the stub in the place provided. The deputy shall then 
detach the stub and the informational portion of the voter registration form from 
the affidavit and hand the stub and information to the voter. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 669, §5.) 

509. Secretary of State to provide voter registration cards. 
The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, the blank forms of the 

affidavits of registration and voter registration cards prescribed by this code. The 
Secretary of State shall bind and number .. or cause to be bound and numbered, 
affidavits of registration and voter registration cards as required by this code. The 
Secretary of State shall supply such forms to the county clerk in quantities and at 
times as requested by the county clerk. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

509.3. Secretary of State to provide voter registration logo displays. 
The Secretary of State shall prepare and print or cause to be printed an appro

priate logo that may be displayed on the windows of offices, stores, and other 
establishments indicating the availability of voter registration cards for the public. 
The Secretary of State, upon request, shall provide these logos free of charge to any 
person or organization who distributes voter registration cards. 

(Added by 5Ials.1988, c. 213, §1.) 

510. Secretary of State shall pay postage. 
The Secretary of State shall pay all postage for the (a) mailing of the voter 

notification and the address correction service pursuant to Section 503, (b) return 
to the county clerk of the affidavits of registration pursuant to Section 506, (c) 
mailing of blank voter registration cards pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 507, 
(d) any mailing of blank voter registration cards pursuant to programs adopted 
under the provisions of Section 304. All payments made pursuant to this section 
shall be made directly from funds appropriated to the Secretary of State for this 
purpose. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

511. Filing of affidavit of registration; printed alphabetical index. 
Affidavits of registration for the whole of each county shall be filed, as fast as 

the registration progresses, in any orderly arrangement as prescribed by the county 
clerk. If the affidavits are not filed alphabetically without regard to precinct, the 
county clerk shalL by electronic, electromechanical or other suitable means, pro
vide, for general use in his office, a comprehensive, printed alphabetical index to 
the surnames of voters on all uncanceled affidavits for the whole of the county, 
whereby the affidavit of registration of any voter may be ascertained and produced. 
In the case of voters having the same surname, the classification of names appearing 
on the index shall extend to the given and, where necessary, the middle name or 
initial. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §12.) 
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Chapter 2. Registration 600. 

511.5. Affidavit of registration; confidentiality; absent voter. 
(a) Affidavits of registration in possession of an elections official for purposes 

of filing pursuant to Section 511 shall be maintained on file as a public record. 
(b) Any person filing with the county clerk or registrar of voters a new affidavit 

of registration or reregistration may have the information relating to his or her 
residence address and telephone number appearing on the affidavit, or any list or 
roster or index prepared therefrom, declared confidential upon order of a superior 
court issued upon a showing of good cause that a life threatening circumstance 
exists to the voter or a member of the voter's household, and naming the county 
clerk or registrar of voters as a party. 

(c) Any person granted confidentiality under subdivision (b) shall: 
(1) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or until the 

county clerk or registrar of voters is notified otherwise by the court or in writing 
by the voter. A voter requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents 
to placement of his or her residence address and telephone number in the roster of 
voters. 

(2) In addition to the required residence address, provide a valid mailing 
address to be used in place of the residence address for election, scholarly or 
political research, and government purposes. The elections official, in producing 
any list, roster, or index may, at his or her choice, use the valid mailing address or 
the word "confidential" or some similar designation in place of the residence 
address. 

(d) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity 
or officer or employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information which is 
the subject of this section unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 967, §l.) 

512. Fee for certified copy of affidavit. 
Upon the personal or written application of any person, the county clerk shall, 

at a fee not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50), provide the applicant with 
a certified copy of the entries upon the register relating to the applicant. 

A certified copy of an uncanceled affidavit of registration is prima facie evidence 
that the person named in the entry is a voter of the county. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 1287, §7.) 

Article 4. The Index 

600. Fonn and time of printing complete index to the affidavits of 
registration. 

(a) At least once, and more often if he or she deems it necessary, within each 
two-year period commencing on the first day of January in each odd-numbered 
year, the county clerk shall have printed a complete index, by precinct, to the 
affidavits of registration current at the date of printing . 

(b) (1) The index shall contain the name, address, residence telephone number 
if furnished, and political affiliation of each voter, and also a ruled space to the left 
of each name, within which to write, in figures, the line number designating the 
position of the name of the voter on the roster of voters. 

(2) The name shall include the given name and the middle name or initials, 
if any. At the affiant's option, the given name may be preceded by the designation 
"M iss," "Ms./' "Mrs." or "Mr." 

(c) The index shall be printed in a size no smaller than eight-point roman type 
on eight·point body and shall be arranged in alphabetical order in accordance with 
the surnames of the voters. 
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(d) A space of not less than one-quarter inch or one line of printing shall be left 
between the names of voters beginning with one letter of the alphabet and those 
starting with the next letter of the alphabet. 

(e) Supplements of the same content and style may be printed as need for them 
appears. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 1039, §2'! 

601. County clerk may print continuing index. 
In addition to printing a complete index within and for each two-year period, 

as provided in Section 600, the county clerk may print and maintain one complete 
and continuing index .. by precinct, to the affidavits of registration and keep the 
index current by supplements and deletions as provided in Sections 600 and 603, 
and by reprinting portions of the index by precinct, as the need appears, the 
reprinted portions to contain the same information concerning each voter and to 
be in the same style, spacing, and type of print as provided in Section 600. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §12.J 

602. Number of precinct index copies to be prepared. 
The number of copies of the precinct index printed shall be as many as in the 

judgment of the county clerk may be necessary for the business of the office. In 
counties where the precinct index is printed by means of a punched card or other 
high-speed data-processing equipment, the number of copies of precinct indexes 
so prepared shall be the number required to be furnished by law and as many more 
as in the judgment of the county clerk may be necessary for the business of the 
office. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1978, c. 1197, §1.5.! 

603. County clerk to supply copies of the index. 
The county clerk shall supply copies of the index and of supplements to the 

index, necessary to bring it up to date, for all elections to be held within the county. 
The county clerk shall also supply as many copies of the index and supplements, 
not to exceed four in number, as may be requested by the clerk of a city, school 
district or other body. The name of each voter whose affidavit of registration has 
been canceled shall be lined out of the index and supplement. The county clerk may 
charge such an amount as will reimburse the county for the expense incurred in 
preparing and furnishing lined out indexes of registrations and supplements other 
than for those provided for by Sections 600 and 602. 

In the case of a municipal election, an index provided pursuant to this section 
shall be supplied to the city clerk not less than 25 days prior to the day of the election 
for which it is provided. If the index does not contain the names of all people eligible 
to vote in the election, the county clerk shall supply a supplement to the index, 
including all voters who registered after the 54th day before the election, not less 
than seven days prior to the election for which it is provided. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §12.J 

604. County clerk to supply copies of the index. 
Upon demand of any Member of the Legislature or of Congress or any candidate 

who is to be voted for in the county, or in a city therein, or in a political subdivision 
of either, or upon written demand of his campaign committee, or of any committee 
for or against any proposed ballot measure, or of any committee for or against any 
referendum or initiative measure for which legal publication has been made, the 
county clerk shall furnish to such Member of the Legislature or of Congress or to 
either the candidate or his campaign committee or to the ballot measure committee 
no more than two copies of the printed indexes of the registration for the primary 
and general elections in which such Member of the Legislature or of Congress may 
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Chapter 2. Registration 607. 

participate as a candidate, or for the election in which the candidate will participate, 
or the ballot measure will be voted upon, at a charge of fifty cents ($0.50) per 
thousand names. All moneys collected shall be deposited in the county treasury to 
the credit of the general fund. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c.1275, §12.) 

604.5 IICandidate" definition. 
For purposes of Section 604, the term "candidate" includes any person who 

declares in writing, under penalty of perjury, that he or she is a candidate, naming 
the office. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.5.J 

605. County clerk to supply copies of the index. 
Upon written demand of the chairman or vice chairman of a party state central 

committee or of the chairman of a party county central committee, the county clerk 
shall furnish to each committee, without charge therefor, no more than two copies 
of the printed indexes of registration for the primary and general elections or for 
any special election at which a partisan office is to be filled. The copies of the printed 
indexes of registration shall be furnished to the committee demanding the same 
not less than 25 days prior to the day of the primary, general, or special election for 
which they are provided. Upon written demand, the county clerk shall also furnish 
to the committee not less than seven days prior to the above-specified elections, 
two copies of the printed indexes of registration of voters who registered after the 
54th day before the election, which shall be compiled and prepared by Assembly 
districts. 

(Amended by Stats.197B, c.1197, §2.) 

606. Bound copy of index. 
The county clerk shall have bound together in one or more volumes a general 

index to the affidavits of registration, arranged alphabetically by precincts, and 
shall keep at least one copy of the general index in his office for public reference. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

607. Times to submit statement of registration to Secretary of State. 
(a) Each county clerk shall send to the Secretary of State a summary statement 

of the number of voters in the county. The statement shall show the total number 
of voters in the county, the number registered as affiliated with each qualified 
political party, the number registered in nonqualified parties, and the number who 
declined to state any party affiliation. The statement shall also show the number of 
voters, by political affiliations, in each city, supervisorial district, Assembly District, 
Senate District, and congressional district, located in whole or in part within the 
county. 

(b) The Secretary of State, on the basis of the statements sent by the county clerks 
and within 30 days after receiving those statements, shall compile a statewide list 
showing the number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and in each county, 
city, supervisorial district, Assembly District, Senate District, and congressional 
district, in the state. A copy of this list shall be made available, upon request, to any 
elector in this state. 

(c) Each county clerk who uses data-processing equipment to store the informa
tion set forth in the affidavit of registration shall send to the Secretary of State one 
copy of the magnetic tape file with the information. Each county clerk who does 
not use data- processing storage shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the 
index setting forth that information. 

(d) The summary statements and the magnetiC tape file copy or the index shall 
be sent at the following times: 
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(1) On the 135th day before each presidential primary and before each direct 
primary, with respect to voters registered on the 154th day before the primary 
election. 

(2) Not less than 50 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters 
registered on the 60th day before the primary election. 

(3) Not less than 10 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters 
registered before the 28th day prior to the primary election. 

(4) Not less than 50 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters 
registered on the 60th day before the general election. 

(5) Not less than 10 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters 
registered before the 28th day prior to the general election. 

(6) On or before March 1 of each odd-numbered year, with respect to voters 
registered as of February 10. 

(7) On or before October 1 of each odd-numbered year, with respect to voters 
registered as of September 12. 

(e) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing the format of the 
magnetic tape file or index containing the registered voter information from the 
affidavits of registration. 

<0 The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing additional regular 
reporting times, except that the total number of reporting times in anyone calendar 
year shall not exceed 12. 

(g) The Secretary of State shall make the information from the magnetic tape 
files or the printed indexes available, under conditions prescribed by the Secretary 
of State, to any candidate for federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or 
against any proposed ballot measure, to any committee for or against any initiative 
or referendum measure for which legal publication is made, and to any person for 
election, scholarly or political research, or governmental purposes as determined 
by the Secretary of State. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 211, §1.) 

608. Application for voter registration information. 
(a) Unless otherwise specifically provided, an application for voter registration 

information available pursuant to law and maintained by the Secretary of State or 
by the elections official of any county shall be made pursuant to this section. 

(b) The application shall set forth all of the following: 
(1) The printed or typed name of the applicant in full. 
(2) The complete residence address and complete business address of the 

applicant, giving street and number. H no street or number exists, a postal mailing 
address as well as an adequate designation sufficient to readily ascertain the 
location. 

(3) The telephone number of the applicant, if one exists. 
(c) If the application is on behalf of a person other than the applicant, the 

applicant shall, in addition to the information required by subdivision (b), set forth 
all of the following: 

(1) The name of the person, organization, company, committee, association, 
or group requesting the voter registration information, including their complete 
mailing address and telephone number. 

(2) The name of the person authorizing or requesting the applicant to obtain 
the voter registration information. 

(d) The application shall set forth a statement of the intended use of the 
information requested. 
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Chapter 2. Registration 611.1. 

(e) The applicant shall certify to the truth and correctness of the content of the 
application, under penalty of perjury, with the signature of his or her name at 
length, including given name, middle name or initial, or initial and middle name. 
The applicant shall state the date and place of execution of the declaration . 

(0 The Secretary of State may prescribe additional information to be included 
in the application for voter registration information. 

(~ded by Stats. 1992, c. 2, §1.! 

609. Indexes provided to precinct board. 
Before the day of any election held throughout the county, the county clerk shall 

deliver to the precinct board in each precinct three copies of the index to the 
affidavits of registration for that precinct, with canceled names lined Qut and with 
necessary supplements to bring the index up to date. The index and supplements 
shall constitute the register to be used at the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.! 

611. Cards or tape to be provided to central committee. 
If the county clerk maintains tabulating cards containing the information sct 

forth in the affidavits of registration of voters, or sets forth that information on 
electronic data-processing tape, he shall provide, upon request, not less than 30 
days prior to each direct primary election and general election, one set of those 
cards or a copy of the tape to the county central committee of a party for all voters 
allowed to participate in the subsequent direct primary election or general election. 
The county clerk shall also furnish to the county central committee, not less than 
seven days prior to each direct primary election and general election, one set of 
those cards or a copy of the tape of those voters who registered after the 54th day 
before the election. The cards or tape shall be provided without charge, except that 
the county central committee shall provide a replacement for the tape. 

In addition to those provided to county central committees, the county clerk 
shall provide, upon request, a set of cards or a copy of a tape to any candidate or 
committee specified in Section 604, provided such candidate or committee reim
burses the county for whatever actual costs are involved in providing the service. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.! 

611.1. List of persons having voted compiled in conjunction with purge. 
The elections official shall compile an index, list, or file, by precinct, of all persons 

who voted in the previous statewide general election. This information shall be 
compiled in conjunction with the purge of voter registration files conducted 
pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 800). 

Information compiled pursuant to this section shall include that information 
which is required to appear in the index as set forth in Section 600. 

Any person, candidate, or committee who is entitled to obtain a copy of any 
information contained in this article shall, upon written request to the elections 
official, be entitled to obtain the index, list, or file compiled pursuant to this section . 
The elections official shall inform any recipient of this information as to whether 
the index, list, or file includes a voting history of absent voters. The elections official 
may require the payment of a fee not to exceed the cost of duplicating the informa
tion or providing the tape as a condition to furnishing the information contained 
in this section. 

If the elections official uses data-processing equipment, he or she shall make the 
index available on a data-processing tape file on request. The elections official shall 
be required to retain this file until the next November general election in an 
even-numbered year has been conducted. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 522, §1.i 
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612. Index by street address order. 
Notwithstanding anything contained in this article, in any county in which 

tabulating equipment is used to produce the indexes of registration, the indexes 
shall be furnished to persons, committees, and agencies as provided in this article 
by street addresses in numerical order, but such indexes may be maintained in 
alphabetical order. In the event such county contains precincts for which the 
majority of voters have no street addresses, the indexes for such precincts may be 
arranged and furnished for all purposes in alphabetical order in accordance with 
the surnames of voters. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

613. Secretary of State to compile list of potential duplicate voter 
registrations. 

The Secretary of State shall, upon the request of a county clerk, compile, from 
the information furnished by the county clerks pursuant to Section 607, a file of 
potential duplicate voter registrations. The county clerk may immediately cancel 
those voter registrations which, upon investigation, are determined to be dupli
cates. The voter registration bearing the later date shall remain in effect. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 820, §8.! 

615. Confidential voter registration. 
(a) With respect to a voter who registers or reregisters to vote by means of a 

confidential affidavit of registration pursuant to Section 6254.4 of the Government 
Code: 

(1) The home address, telephone number, occupation, precinct number, and 
prior registration information of the voter shall be replaced by the word "confiden
tial" on every romputer terminal, list, affidavit, duplicate affidavit, or any other 
medium routinely available to the public at the clerk's office. 

(2) The home address, telephone number, occupation, precinct number, and 
prior registration information of a person granted confidentiality pursuant to 
Section 6254.4 of the Government Code shall be provided to the following: 

(A) An election official, candidate, proponent, person, or rommittee pro
vided pursuant to Section 600, 603, 604, 605, 607, 611, or 611.1, provided that the 
election official, candidate, proponent, person, chair or vice chair of a party state 
central committee, or a party county central committee, or committee treasurer 
requests the index, cards, or tape in writing signed by the election official, candi
date, proponent, person, chair or vice chair of a party state central rommittee, or a 
party county central committee, or committee treasurer. 

(B) A faculty member or researcher with an accredited educational insti
tution for the purpose of academic research, provided the information is requested 
in writing signed by the faculty member or researcher. 

(3) Indexes prepared on or after January 1, 1992, pursuant to Section 606 shall 
not include any information relating to voters registering or reregistering by means 
of a confidential affidavit of registration pursuant to Section 6254.4 of the Govern
ment Code. 

(b) The home address of a voter to whom confidentiality is granted shall be 
released whenever the person's vote is challenged pursuant to Sections 1403, 1405 
to 1408, inclusive, or 14216 to 14229, inclusive. The address shall be released 
pursuant to this section only to the challenger, to elections officials, and to other 
persons as necessary to make or defend against, or to adjudicate, the challenge. 

(c) If a person who has registered or reregistered by means of a confidential 
affidavit files a declaration of candidacy, and during the filing period for that 
election, another person files a declaration of candidacy for the same office, the 
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Chapter 2. Registration 703. 

elections official shall immediately transfer the confidential information concerning 
that candidate to the public record, and from that time through the day following 
the date of the election for that office the candidate shall not be entitled to 
confidentiality pursuant to this section as to either current or past registration 
records. 

(d) No action in negligence may be maintained against any governmental entity 
or officer or employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information which is 
the subject of this section unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall require a change to or replacement of any 
information on any public record for an individual created prior to the date the 
individual registers by means of a confidential affidavit of registration. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 2, §2.J 

Article 5. Cancellation and Preservation 

700. Registration is permanent. 
The registration of a voter is permanent for all purposes during his life, unless 

and until the affidavit of registration is canceled by the county clerk for any of the 
causes specified in this article. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.J 

701. Reasons for cancelling registration. 
The county clerk shall cancel the registration in the following cases: 
(a) At the signed, written request of the person registered. 
(b) When the mental incompetency of the person registered is legally established 

as provided in Sections 707.5, 707.6, 707.7, and 707.8. 
(c) Upon proof that the person is presently imprisoned or on parole for convic

tion of a felony. 
(d) Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancel-

lation to be made. 
(e) Upon the death of the person registered. 
(0 Pursuant to the provisions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 800). 
(g) Upon receipt of any mailing returned by the postal service as undeliverable. 
(h) U}X>n official notification that the voter is registered to vote in another county 

or state. 
A blank affidavit of registration shall immediately be mailed to the address from 

which a cancellation is effected pursuant to subdivision (g). 
(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 649, §l.) 

702. Preservation of uncanceled affidavits. 
The county clerk shall preserve all uncanceled affidavits of registration. 
The affidavits of registration shall constitute the register required to be kept by 

this chapter. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1275, §12.J 

703. Cancellation for transferring to another precinct or county; procedure for 
cancellation. 

(a) Cancellation is made by writing or stamping on the affidavit of registration 
the word "canceled," the reason the affidavit was canceled, and the date of 
cancellation. 

(b) Whenever a voter transfers his or her registration from one precinct to 
another precinct in the same county, or reregisters in another precinct in the same 
county as shown by the new affidavit of registration, the county elections official 
shall immediately cancel the affidavit of registration from the precinct in which the 
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voter was first registered, and shall remove the affidavit from the file of uncanceled 
affidavits. 

(c) Except as provided inSection31S, whenever a voter removes from one county 
to another county and registers in the latter county, the county elections official of 
the county in which he or she was first registered, upon being informed of his or 
her removal either by the voter personally or by receipt of a notice of reregistration 
under the provisions of Section 313, shall likewise cancel his or her registration and 
remove the affidavit of registration in that county. 

(d) The county elections official in distributing to each precinct the three indexes 
of registration, as required by this chapter, shall cross out of those indexes the 
names of all voters whose affidavits of registration from the precinct have been 
canceled. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1990, c.1314, §1.J 

703.5. Change of residence within the same precinct. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever a voter changes his or 

her residence within the same precinct, the voter's affidavit of registration shall not 
be cancelled. Whenever notified by the voter I the clerk shall change the voter's 
affidavit of registration to reflect the new residence address within the same 
precinct. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c.1066, §5J 

704. Notification of deceased persons. 
The local registrar of births and deaths shaIl notify the county clerk not later 

than the 15th day of each month of all deceased persons 18 years of age and over, 
whose deaths were registered with him or of whose deaths he was notified by the 
state registrar of vital statistics during the preceding month. This notification shall 
include at least the name, sex, age, birthplace, birthdate, place of residence, date 
and place of death of each decedent. 

The county clerk shall cancel the affidavit of registration of each deceased voter. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1978, c. 279, §1.J 

704.5. Secretary of State to make available death statistics. 
The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations to facilitate the availability of death 

statistics from the State Department of Health Services. The data shall be used by 
county clerks in canceling the affidavit of registration of deceased persons. 

(Added by Siais. 1983, c. 820, §lO.J 

705. Examination of absent voters list and roster of voters. 
On completion of the canvass of the returns for each election, the elections 

official shall compare the absent voters list with the roster of voters in each precinct 
to determine if any voter cast more than one ballot at that election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1991, c. 393, §1.J 

707.5. Disqualification due to mental incompetence. 
(a) A person shall be deemed mentally incompetent, and therefore disqualified 

from voting, if during the course of any of the proceedings setforth below, the court 
finds that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration 
in accordance with Section 500 and (1) a conservator for the person or the person 
and estate is appointed pursuant to Division 4 (commencing with Section 1400) of 
the Probate Code, or, (2) a conservator for the person or the person and estate is 
appointed pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 5350) of Part 1 of 
Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code or (3) a conservator is appointed 
for the person pursuant to proceedings initiated under Section 5352.5 of the Welfare 
and lnstitutions Code, the person has been found not competent to stand trial, and 
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Chapter 2. Registration 707.7. 

the person's trial or judgment has been suspended pursuant to Section 1370 of the 
Penal Code, or (4) a person has plead not guilty by reason of insanity, has been 
found to be not guilty pursuant to Section 1026 of the Penal Code, and is deemed 
to be gravely disabled at the time of judgment as defined in paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (h) of Section 5008 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(b) If any such proceeding under the Welfare and Institutions Code is heard by 
a jury, the jury shail unanimously find that the person is not capable of completing 
an affidavit of voter registration before the person shall be disqualified from voting. 

(c) Whenever an order establishing a conservatorship is made and in connection 
with such order ilis found that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit 
of voter registration, the court shall forward such order and determination to the 
county clerk of the person's county of residence. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 811, §2.J 

707.6. Reevaluation of those disqualified due to mental incompetence. 
(a) For conservatorships established pursuant to Division 4 (commencing with 

Section 1400) of the Probate Code, the court investigator shall, during the yearly or 
biennial review of the conservatorship as required by Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 1850) of Part 3 of Division 4 of the Probate Code, review the person's 
capability of completing an affidavit of voter registration in accordance with 
Section 500. 

(b) If the person had been disqualified from voting by virtue of being incapable 
of completing an affidavit of voter registration, the court investigator shall deter
mine whether the person has become capable of completing the affidavit, and, the 
investigator shall so inform the court. 

If the investigator finds that the person is capable of completing the affidavit, 
the court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the person is in fact capable of 
completing the affidavit. If the person is found to be capable of completing the 
affidavit, the person's right to register to vote shall be restored and the court shall 
so notify the county clerk. 

(c) If the person had not been found to be incapable of completing an affidavit 
of voter registration, and, the court investigator determines that the person is no 
longer capable of completing the affidavit, the investigator shall so notify the court. 
The court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the person is capable of 
completing an affidavit of voter registration, and, if the court determines that the 
person is not so able, the court shall order the person to be disqualified from voting 
and the court will so notify the county clerk. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 730, §39.) 

107.7. Contesting disqualification and restoration of right to vote. 
(a) If the person or the person and estate is under a conservatorship established 

pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 5350) of Part 1 of Division 5 of 
the Welfare and Institutions Code, the person may contest his or her disqualifica
tion from voting pursuant to the procedure set forth in Section 5358.3 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code. 

(b) When the conservatorship described in subdivision (a) terminates after one 
year, the person's right to register to vote shall also be automatically restored and 
notification to the appropriate county clerk shall be made. If a petition is filed for 
the reappointment of the conservator, a new determination shall be made as to 
whether the person should be disqualified from voting. 

(c) If the right to vote is restored pursuant to Section 5358.3 of the Welfare and 
Institutions Code or if the conservatorship is terminated in a proceeding held 
pursuant to Section 5364 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the court shall notify 
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the county clerk of the person's county of residence that the person's right to 
register to vote is restored. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 373, §94.) 

707.8. Disqualification due to mental incompetence; restoration of voting 
rights. 

(a) Any person who (1) has plead not guilty by reason of insanity and who has 
been found to be not guilty pursuant to Section 1026 of the Penal Code, (2) has been 
found incompetent to stand trial and whose trial or judgment has been suspended 
pursuant to Section 1370 of the Penal Code, (3) has been convicted of a felony and 
who was judicially determined to be a mentally disordered sex offender pursuant 
to former Section 6300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as repealed by Chapter 
928 of the Statutes of 1981, or (4) has been convicted of a felony and is being treated 
at a state hospital pursuant to Section 2684 of the Penal Code shall be disqualified 
from voting or registering to vote during that time that the person is involuntarily 
confined, pursuant to a court order, in a public or private facility. 

(b) Upon the order of commitment to a treatment facility referred to in subdivi
sion (a), the court shall notify the clerk of the person's county of residence and order 
the person to be disqualified from voting or registering to vote. 

(c) If the person is later released from the public or private treatment facility, the 
court shall notify the county clerk of the person's county of residence that the 
person's right to register to vote is restored. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 811, §3.! 

708. Time of cancellation due to felony conviction. 
The county clerk, on the basis of the records of courts in the county having 

jurisdiction of such offenses, shall furnish to the chief elections official of the county, 
not less frequently than the first day of April and the first day of September of each 
year, a statement showing the names, addresses, and dates of birth of all persons 
who have been convicted of felonies since the county clerk's last report, and who 
are currently imprisoned. The elections official shall, during the first week of April 
and the first week of September in each year, cancel the affidavits of registration of 
such persons who are currently imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of a 
felony. The county clerk shall certify the statement under the seal of his or her office. 

As used in this section, "county clerk" does not include "registrar of voters." 
(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 918, §2.! 

709. Action in superior court. 
Any person may proceed by action in the superior court to compel the county 

clerk to cancel any registration made illegally or which should be canceled by 
reason of facts that have occurred subsequent to the registration. If the voter whose 
registration is sought to be canceled is not a party to the action, the court may order 
him to be made a party defendant. 

The county clerk and as many persons against whom there are causes of action 
may be joined as defendants. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §12.) 

Article 6. Residency Confirmation 

800. Preelection residency confirmation; fonn of postcard. 
(a) The county clerk shall conduct a preelection residency confirmation proce

dure as provided in this article. That procedure shall be initiated by mailing a 
nonforwardable postcard to each registered voter of the county preceding the direct 
primary election. Postcards mailed pursuant to this article shall be sent" Address 
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Chapter 2. Registration 800.3. 

Correction Requested, Return Postage Guaranteed," and shall be in substantially 
the following form: 

"We are requesting your assistance in correcting the addresses of voters who 
have moved and have not reregistered . 

1. If you still live at the address noted on this postcard, your voter registration 
will remain in effect and you may disregard this notice. 

2. If the person named on this postcard is not at this address, please return this 
postcard to your mail carrier." 

(b) The county clerk, at his or her discretion, shall not be required to mail a 
residency confirmation postcard pursuant to subdivision (a), to any voter who has 
voted at an election held within the last six months preceding the start of the 
confirmation procedure. 

(c) The county clerk, in lieu of mailing a residency confirmation postcard 
pursuant to subdivision (a) to conduct the preelection residency confirmation 
procedure as provided in this article, may use the change-of-address data services 
of the United States Postal Service obtained pursuant to Section 805. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 1148, §1.! 

800.1. Preelection residency confinuation in lieu of postcards; odd-numbered 
years. 

(a) In any county in which an election is held between September 1 and 
December 30 of an odd-numbered year, the county clerk may, in lieu of mailing a 
postcard to each registered voter in the county as provided for in Section 800, 
include the return address of the county clerk's office on the outside portion of the 
sample ballot or sample ballot envelope mailed to the voter at the election, along 
with the statements "Address Correction Requested" and "Notice: if the person 
named on this sample ballot is not at this address, please return this sample ballot 
to your mail carrier." 

(b) If elections are held on more than one date between September 1 and 
December 30 of the odd-numbered years and the territories covered by the elections 
do not overlap, the county clerk shall apply the provisions of subdivision (a) to each 
election held in the county, if the county clerk elects to follow the provisions of this 
section. 

(c) If elections are held on more than one date between September 1 and 
December 30 of the odd-numbered years and the territories covered by the elections 
do overlap, the county clerk shall designate which elections shall be covered by the 
provisions of subdivision (a). 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 820, §16.J 

800.2. Preelection residency confinuation for non county wide elections; odd 
numbered years. 

If a county adopts the provisions of Section 800.1, and the elections held between 
September 1 and December 30 of the odd-numbered years are not held throughout 
the county, the county clerk shall employ the provisions set forth in Section 800 in 
the portions of the county in which no elections are held between September 1 and 
December 30 of the odd-numbered years. 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 820, §17.J 

800.3. Address corrections and cancellations; reflected on voter index. 
All address corrections and cancellations of affidavits of registration made 

pursuant to Sections 800.1 and 800.2 shall be reflected on the voter index as required 
by subdivision (a) of Section 607. 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 820, §18.! 
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801. Preelection residency confirmation procedures. 
(a) Based on the postal notices on the returned residency confirmation postcards 

received pursuant to Section 800 or the sample ballot received pursuant to Section 
800.1, the county clerk shan take the following actions: 

(1) The affidavits of registration of persons whose residency confirmation 
postcards or sample ballots are returned by the post office as undeliverable and 
who have no forwarding address shall be canceled. 

(2) The affidavits of registration of persons for whom forwarding addresses 
within the county are received shall be corrected to reflect the new address 
provided by the post office. 

(3) The affidavits of registration of persons for whom forwarding addresses 
outside of the county are received shall be canceled. Such persons shall be sent a 
notice of the cancellation at their out-aE-county address. 

(b) Blank affidavits of registration shall immediately be mailed to the addresses 
from which voter registrations were canceled or changed pursuant to this section. 

(c) All address corrections and cancellations of affidavits 'of registration made 
pursuant to this section shall be reflected on the voter index as required by 
subdivision (a) of Section 607. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 820, §19.) 

802. Residency confirmation mailed to nonvoters upon completion of 
canvass. 

If the county clerk conducted the preelection residency confirmation mailing 
provided for in this article, on completion of the canvass of the returns of the general 
election the clerk shall: 

(a) Examine the absent voters list and the roster of voters that was maintained 
by the precinct board in each precinct in the county at the general election. 

(b) No later than the first week of the following January, mail a notice by means 
of first-class, nonforwardable postcard, prepaid by the clerk, to every person who 
failed to vote at the general election, stating substantially the following. 

'We are requesting your assistance in correcting the addresses of voters who 
have moved and have not reregistered. 

1. If you still live at the address noted on this postcard your voter registration 
will remain in effect. 

2. If the person named on this postcard is not at this address, please return the 
postcard to your mail carrier." 

(Added by Stats. 1978, c. 3, §2.) 

803. Nonvoter cancellation procedures; cancellation date .. 
Within 30 days of the mailing of postcards pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 

802, the county clerk shall take the following actions: 
(a) Correct the address on the nonvoter's affidavit of registration if the nonvoter 

has moved to a different stated residence within the county. 
(b) Cancel the affidavit of registration if the nonvoter has moved to an address 

outside the county. The nonvoter shall be sent a notice of the cancellation at his or 
her out-of-county residence. 

(c) Cancel the affidavits of registration for all nonvoters for whom the nonvoter 
residency confinnation postcard is undeliverable. 

Blank affidavits of registration shall immediately be mailed to the addresses for 
which the voter registrations were canceled or changed pursuant to this section. 

The effective day of cancellation shall be the 30th day following the date the 
notice is mailed to the nonvoter. Upon such cancellations, an affidavit of registra-
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Chapter 2. Registration 826. 

tion shall immediately be mailed to the address at which such canceled nonvoters 
were registered. All address corrections and cancellations made pursuant to this 
section shall be reflected on the voter index within 60 days of the nonvoter residency 
confirmation mailing . 

(Amended by Slals. 1983, c. 820, §20.) 

804. Erroneous cancellations; list of cancellations supplied to polling place; 
signature page in roster of voters. 

Before every election and on election day the county clerk shall do each of the 
following: 

(a) Assign a sufficient number of qualified persons in the office of the clerk to 
receive and verify claims of erroneous cancellations of affidavits of registration, 
and cause said affidavits to be immediately reinstated. 

(b) Supply each polling place with a list of voters in the precinct whose affidavits 
of registration were canceled since the previous general election pursuant to this 
article. 

At every election the clerk shall provide a page in the Roster of Voters for the 
signature, under oath, attesting to continuous residency in the precinct, of any voter 
whose affidavit may have been canceled because of erroneous postal notification. 
Canceled affidavits of registration of voters whose signatures appear on said roster 
page shali be reinstated by the clerk. 

(Amended by Slals. 1983, c. 820, §21.) 

80S. National change of address; form of notice. 
The county clerk may contract with the United States Postal Service or its 

licensee to obtain use of postal service change- of-address data, such as the National 
Change of Address System and Operation MAIL. The clerk shall send a notice in 
substantially the following form to registered voters who, based on the data 
obtained from the postal service, have changed their addresses: 

''Important Voter Registration Information 

You have recently filed a change-of-address notice with the United States Postal 
Service. 

We will reregister you at your new address unless, within 15 days, you notify 
us that your change of address is not a change of your permanent residence." 

The notice shall include either a prepaid return notice to the clerk or a toll-free 
telephone number where the voter may notify the clerk that the change of address 
is not a change of permanent residence. 

(Added by Slals. 1989, c. 1148, §2.) 

Article 7. Reimbursable Costs 

825. Reimbursement for pwging voter registration files. 
From moneys appropriated by the Legislature, the Controller shall reimburse 

counties for additional costs incurred by counties for purging voter registration 
files pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 800). 

(Added by Slals. 1986, c. 980, §1.) 

826. Reimbwsement claim for registration pwgei deadline for filing claims. 
Any claim submitted to the Controller pursuant to this article shall state that the 

county had reimbursable costs and the number of registered voters in the county 
as determined by the Secretary of State under subdivisions (c) and (d) of Section 
607. The claims shall be made to the Controller by October 31 of the even-numbered 
year in which a direct primary and general election are held. 

(Added by Slals.1986, c. 980, §l.) 
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827. Reimbursement for mandated voter registration programs; time for 
filing claims. 

From moneys appropriated by the Legislature, the Controller shall allocate and 
disburse to the counties the amounts necessary to reimburse them for net costs 
incurred by them in complying with the voter registration provisions, including 
the provisions authorizing voter registration by mail and voter outreach programs, 
as set forth in Chapter 704 of the Statutes of 1975, as amended. The Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Controller, shall develop a formula for the reimburse
ment of these costs. The Controller shall prescribe the forms for filing claims 
pursuant to this section. These claims shall be submitted to the Controller by 
October 31 in the year following the fiscal year in which the costs were incurred. 

(Added by Stats. 1986, c. 980, §1.) 
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Chapter 1. Apptication and Voting Procedures 1003. 

DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING, NEW 
RESIDENT AND NEW CITIZEN VOTING, 

AND MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS 
Chapter 1. Application and Voting Procedures 

1000. Absent voter definitions. 
The following definitions shall govern this division: 
(a) "Absent voter" means any voter casting a ballot in any way other than at the 

polling place. 
(h) "Election official" means any county clerk, city clerk, registrar of voters, 

elections supervisor, or governing board having jurisdiction over elections. 
(c) "Special absentee voter" means an elector who: 

(I) Is a member of the armed forces of the United States or any auxiliary 
branch thereof; 

(2) Is a citizen of the United States temporarily living outside of the territorial 
limits of the United States or the District of Columbia; 

(3) Is serving on a merchant vessel documented under the laws of the United 
States; or 

(4) Is a spouse or dependent of a member of the armed forces or any auxiliary 
branch thereof. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §18.J 

1001. Liberal construction. 
This division shall be liberally construed in favor of the absent voter. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1275, §18.J 

1002. Application for absent voter's ballot. 
Except as provided in Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 1450), application 

for an absent voter's ballot shall be made in writing to the elections official having 
jurisdiction over the election between the 29th and the 7th day prior to the election. 
The application shall be signed by the applicant and shall show his place of 
residence. Any applications received by the elections official prior to the 29th day 
shall be kept and processed during the application period. 

(Amended by 5tats.1982, c.1422, §1.! 

1002.5. Confidentiality; absent voter. 
(a) Notwithstanding Section 1002, a person granted confidentiality pursuant to 

Section 511.5 shall be considered an absent voter. 
(b) The provisions of Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 1450) of Division 2 

relating to permanent absent voters shall apply so far as they may be consistent 
with this section and Section 511.5. 

(c) All persons granted confidentiality pursuant to Section 511.5 shall (1) be 
required to vote by mail ballot, and (2) in addition to the required residence address, 
provide a valid mailing address to the county clerk to be used in place of the 
residence address. 

(Added by 5tat5.1987, c. 1458, §2.J 

1003. Absentee ballot available to any registered voter. 
The absentee ballot shall be available to any registered voter. 
(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 77, §2.! 
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1004. DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING 

1004. Placement of notices to infonn special absentee voters. 
The county elections official shall place a notice in any office within the county 

where applications are taken for federal passports or where military enlistments 
are received to inform potential special absentee voters of their right to an absent 
voter's ballot and where registration materials and application forms can be 
obtained. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1275, §18.! 

1005. Mailed ballot precinct. 
Whenever, on the 88th day before the election, there are 250 or less persons 

registered to vote in any precinct, the elections official may furnish each voter with 
an absentee ballot along with a statement that there will be no polling place for the 
election. The elections official shall also notify each voter of the location of the two 
nearest polling places in the event the voter chooses to return the ballot on election 
day. The voter shall not be required to file an application for the absentee ballot 
and the ballot shall be sent as soon as the ballots are available. 

No precinct shall be divided in order to conform to this section. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 527, §1.! 

1006. Fonn of printed application for absent voter ballot. 
(a) Any printed application which is to be distributed to voters for requesting 

absent voter ballots shall contain spaces for the following: 
(1) The printed name and residence address of the voter as it appears on the 

affidavit of registration. 
(2) The address to which the ballot is to be mailed. 
(3) The voter's Signature. 
(4) The name and date of the election for which the request is to be made. 
(5) The date the application must be received by. the clerk. 

(b) (J)1)le information required by paragraphs (1), (4), and (5) of subdivision (a) 
may be preprinted on the application. The information required by paragraphs (2) 
and (3) of subdivision (a) shall be personally affixed by the voter. 

(2) An address, as required by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), may not be 
the address of any political party, a political campaign headquarters, or a candi
date's residence. However, a candidate, his or her spouse, immediate family 
members, and any other voter who shares the same residence address as the 
candidate may request that an absentee ballot be mailed to the candidate's resi
dence address. 

(3) Any application which contains preprinted information shall contain a 
conspicuously printed statement, as follows: "You have the legal right to mail or 
deliver this application directly to the local elections official of the county where 
you reside." 

(c) The application shall provide the voters with information concerning the 
procedure for establishing permanent absentee voter status, and the basis upon 
which permanent absentee voter status is claimed. 

(d) The application shall be attested to by the voter as to the truth and correctness 
of its content, and shall be signed under penalty of perjury. . 

(Amended by 5tats.1990, c.1121, §1.J 

1006.1. Uniform application. 
The Secretary of State shall prepare and distribute to appropriate elections 

officials a uniform application format for an absent voter's ballot which conforms 
to the requirements of this chapter. This format shall be followed by all individuals, 
organizations, and groups who distribute applications for an absent voter's ballot. 
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Chapler 1. Application and Voting Procedures 1007. 

The uniform format need not be utilized by elections officials in preparing an absent 
voter's ballot application to be included with the sample ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1985, c. 760, §1.) 

1006.3. Time period for organizations to return absent voter ballot 
application. Applications shall be nonforwardable. 

<a) Any individual, organization, or group that distributes applications for 
absent voter ballots and receives completed application forms shall return the 
forms to the appropriate elections official within 36 hours of receiving the com· 
pleted forms, or before the deadline for application, whichever is sooner. The name, 
address, and telephone number of any organization that authorizes the distribution 
of the applications shall be included on the application. 

(b) Any application for an absent voter's ballot that is sent by an individual. 
group, or organization to a voter shall be nonforwardable. Any absent voter's ballot 
that is returned to an elections official as undeliverable shall not be forwarded by 
the elections official. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §9.! 

1007. Comparison of signature and address on absent ballot application; 
notice due to incomplete information. 

(a) Upon receipt of any absentee ballot application signed by the voter, which 
arrives within the proper time, the elections official should determine if the signa
ture and residence address on the ballot application appear to be the same as that 
on the original affidavit of registration. The official may make this signature check 
upon receiving the voted ballot, but the signature must be compared before the 
absent voter ballot is canvassed. 

(b) If the official deems the applicant entitled to an absent voters ballot he or 
she shall deliver by mail or in person the appropriate ballot. The ballot may be 
delivered to the applicant, his or her spouse, or his or her parent if the applicant is 
unmarried. The clerk shall deliver the absentee ballot to the applicant's spouse or 
parent only if the spouse or parent signs a statement attested to under penalty of 
perjury that provides the name of the applicant, his or her relationship to the 
applicant, and affirms that he or she is authorized by the applicant to deliver the 
absentee ballot. 

(c) If the official determines that an application does not contain all of the 
information prescribed in Section 1002 or 1006, or for any other reason is defective, 
and the election official is able to ascertain the voter's address, the official shall, 
within one working day of receiving the application, mail the voter an absent 
voter's ballot together with a notice. The notice shall inform the voter that the 
voter's absent voter's ballot shall not be counted unless the applicant provides the 
official with the missing information or corrects the defects prior to, or at the time 
of, receipt of the voter's executed absent voter's ballot. The notice shall specifically 
inform the voter of the information that is required or the reason for the defects in 
the application, and shall state the procedure necessary to remedy the defective 
application. 

If the voter substantially complies with the requirements contained in the 
official's notice, the voter's ballot shall be counted. 

In determining from the records of registration if the signature and residence 
address on the application appear to be the same as that on the original affidavit of 
registration, the clerk or registrar of voters may use the duplicate file of affidavits 
of registered voters or the facsimiles of voter's signatures, provided that the method 
of preparing and displaying the facsimiles complies with law. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c.1427, §3.! 
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1008. DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING 

1008. Supplies delivered to applicant. 
The official shall deliver to each qualified applicant: 
(a) The ballot for the precinct in which he resides. In primary elections this shall 

be the ballot for the party with which he is affiliated or. when appropriate. a 
nonpartisan ballot. 

(b) All supplies necessary for the use and return of the ballot. 
No officer of this state may make any charge for services rendered to any voter 

under the provisions of this chapter. 
(Amended by Siais. 1979. c. 667. §7.) 

1009. Fonn of absent voter identification envelope. 
The identification envelope shall contain the following: 
(a) A declaration. under penalty of perjury. stating that the voter resides within 

the precinct in which he or she is voting and is the person whose name appears on 
the envelope. 

(b) The signature of the voter. 
ec) The residence address of the voter as shown on the affidavit of registration. 
(d) The date of signing. 
(e) A notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and is to be opened only 

by the canvassing board. 
(f) A warning plainly stamped Of printed on it that voting twice constitutes a 

crime. 
(g) A statement that the voter has neither applied, nor intends to apply, for an 

absent voter's ballot from any other jurisdiction for the same election. 
(Amended by Siais. 1982, c. 1422. §3.) 

1009.5. Mail airmail when outside United States. 
Whenever the clerk is required to mail an absent voter's ballot to any elector and 

the address to which the ballot is to be mailed is a point outside the territorial limits 
of the United States, he shall mail the absent voter's ballot to the elector by airmail, 
and, ifby any lawof the United States official election ballots may be mailed without 
the payment of postage. he shall do so. 

(Added by Slals.1976. c. 1275, §18.) 

1010. Recording of type of ballot and date of mailing; list sent to inspector. 
Upon delivering or mailing an absent voter's ballot, the elections official shall 

enter on the application of the absent voter, or on the affidavit of registration, the 
type of ballot and the date of delivering or mailing. Before the election the elections 
official shall send to the inspector of each precinct in his county or city a list of the 
voters in that precinct applying for and receiving ballots under the provisions of 
this chapter. 

(Added by Siais. 1976. c. 1275. §18.) 

1011. When second ballot sent. 
The official shall send a second absent voter ballot to any voter upon receipt of 

a statement under penalty of perjury that the voter has failed to receive, lost, or 
destroyed his original ballot. 

The official shall keep a record of each absent voter ballot sent to and received 
from a voter and shall verify, prior to counting any duplicate ballot, that the voter 
has not attempted to vote twice. If it is determined that a voter has attempted to 
vote twice. both ballots shall be void. 

(Amended by Siais. 1977. c. 196. §2.) 
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Chapter 1. Application and Voting Procedures 1015. 

1012. Surrender of absent voter ballot. 
Absent voters who return to their home precincts on election day may vote only 

if they surrender their absent voter ballots to the inspector of the precinct board. 
The precinct board shall return the unused absent voter' 5 ballots to the elections 

official in an envelope designated for this purpose. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c.1275, §18.J 

1012.5. Unable to surrender ballot; provisional ballot. 
Any absent voter who is unable to surrender his or her absent voter's ballot 

within the meaning of Section 1012 shall be issued a provisional ballot in accordance 
with Section 14253. 

(Added by 51a15. 1986, c. 528, §1.J 

1013. Return of voted ballol 
All absentee ballots cast under the provisions of this division shall be voted on 

or before the day of the election. After marking the ballot, the absent voter shall 
either: (1) return the ballot by mail or in person to the official from whom it came 
or (2) return the ballot in person to any member of a precinct board at any polling 
place within the jurisdiction. However, an absent voter who, because of illness or 
other physical disability, is unable to return the ballot, may designate his or her 
spouse, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, brother, or sister to return the ballot 
to the official from whom it came or to the precinct board at any polling place within 
the jurisdiction. The ballot must, however, be received by either the official from 
whom it came or the precinct board before the close of the polls on election day. 

The official shall establish procedures to insure the secrecy of any ballot returned 
to a precinct polling place. 

The provisions of this section are mandatory, not directory, and no ballot shall 
be counted if it is not delivered in compliance with this section. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1987, c. 22, §2.) 

1014. Absent voter ballot may be voted at office of elections official. 
Any voter using an absentee ballot may, prior to the close of the polls on election 

day, vote the ballot at the office of the elections official. The voter shall vote the 
ballot in the presence of an officer of the official or in a voting booth, at the discretion 
of the official, but in no case is his vote to be observed. Where voting machines are 
used the official may provide one voting machine for each ballot type used within 
the jurisdiction. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1015. Comparing of signatures. 
Upon receipt of the absentee ballot the elections official shall compare the 

signature on the envelope with that appearing on the affidavit of registration and, 
if they compare, deposit the ballot, still in the identification envelope, in a ballot 
container in his or her office. A variation of the signature caused by the substitution 
of initials for the first or middle name, or both, shall not invalidate the ballot. If the 
ballot is rejected because the signatures do not compare, the envelope shall not be 
opened and the ballot shall not be counted. The cause of the rejection shall be 
written on the face of the identification envelope. 

If the elections official has compared the signature of the voter's application with 
the affidavit pursuant to Section 1007, the application may be used rather than the 
affidavit to make the signature check required by this section. 

No ballot shall be removed from its identification envelope until the time for 
processing. No ballot shall be rejected for cause after the envelope has been opened. 
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1016. DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING 

In determining from the records of registration if the signature and residence 
address on the identification envelope appear to be the same as that on the affidavit 
of registration, the clerk or registrar of voters may use the duplicate file of affidavits 
of registered voters or the facsimiles of voter's signatures, provided that the method 
of preparing and displaying the facsimiles complies with law. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1982, c. 428, §13.6.) 

1016. Receiving of absentee ballots. 

All absentee ballots cast under the provisions of this division shall be received 
by the official from whom they were obtained or by the precinct board no later than 
the close of the polls on election day. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1017. Request for absentee ballot after period for requesting by mail; 
delivery of ballot to voter. 

After the close of the period for requesting absent voter ballots by mail any voter 
unable to go to the polls because of illness or disability resulting in his or her 
confmement in a hospital, sanatorium, nursing home, or place of residence, or any 
voter unable because of a physical handicap to go to his or her polling place or 
because of such handicap is unable to vote at his or her polling place due to existing 
architectural barriers at his or her polling place denying him or her physical access 
to the polling place, voting l:xx>th, or voting apparatus or machinery, or any voter 
unable to go to his or her polling place because of conditions resulting in his or her 
absence from the precinct on election day may request in a written statement, 
signed under penalty of perjury that a ballot be delivered to him or her. This ballot 
shall be delivered by the elections official to any authorized representative of the 
voter who presents this written statement to the official. 

Before delivering the ballot the official may compare the signature on the request 
with the signature on the voter's affidavit of registration, but in any event, the 
signature shall be compared before the absent voter ballot is canvassed. 

The voter shall mark the ballot, place it in the identification envelope, fill out 
and sign the envelope and return the ballot, personally or through the authorized 
representative, to either the elections official or any polling place within the 
jurisdiction. 

These ballots shall be processed and counted in the same manner as other 
absentee ballots. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1982, c.1166, §7.) 

1018. Application included with sample ballot. 

The official shall include with the sample ballot an application for an absent 
voter ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §18') 

1019. Ballot pamphlet sent with ballot. 

Each ballot which is delivered pursuant to this chapter shall be accompanied by 
a ballot pamphlet of the kind the voter would have received at the address on his 
affidavit of registration. If a voter receives a ballot pamphlet pursuant to this 
section, it is not necessary to send another copy of that pamphlet to him. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §18') 
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Chapter 2. New Residents and New Citizens 

Chapter 2. New Residents and New Citizens 

Article 1. New Residents 

1100. IINew resident" definition. 

1103. 

"New resident" means a person who meets all requirements of an elector of the 
State of California except that his or her residency was established subsequent to 
the 29th day prior to the election. 

The new resident is eligible to vote for President and Vice President and for no 
other office. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c.1275, §18.! 

1101. Registration period. 
Registration for new residents shaH be in progress beginning with the 28th day 

prior to an election and ending on the seventh day prior to election day. 
This registration must be executed in the county elections office and the new 

resident shall vote a new resident's ballot in that office. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1275, §18.! 

1101.5. Affidavits kept separate. 
The new residents' affidavits of registration shall be kept separate from the files 

of permanent affidavits of registration of voters, and they shall not be used in 
connection with the preparation of the index of voters prepared under Sections 600 
and 601, until they are either canceled or become permanent pursuant to Section 
1106. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §18.! 

1102. Secretary of State to prepare affidavits. 
The Secretary of State shall have blank affidavits of registration prepared for 

new residents which shall contain the information required in Section 506. The 
affidavit shall be the same as the regular affidavit of registration except that it shall 
have a removable portion with the caption "new resident." 

(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 1275, §18.! 

1103. Form of envelope. 
The envelope into which a new resident is to place the ballot shall bear upon its 

face the name and official tiUe of the county elections official and upon the other 
side a printed affidavit in substantially the following form: 

State of California } 
C f _ _ 55. ounty 0 

I, , declare that I am a citizen of the United States, that on the day of 
the next election for federal offices shall be at least 18 years of age, a resident of this 
state prior to the election, and am a resident of the City or Town of , 
County of . State of California; I have not voted, nor shall I cast a vote 
on a ballot from the state from which I have removed. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
the foregoing is true and correct. 

(Date) 

(Signature) 
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1104. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1991, c. 393, §3.) 

1104, Procedure for voting. 

DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING 

(Residence address) 

The new resident shall mark the ballot, place it in the identification envelope, 
and fill out and sign the declaration printed on the identification envelope. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1105. Ballots received and canvassed as absent voter ballots. 
The ballots of new residents shall be received and canvassed at the same time 

and under the same procedure as absent voter ballots, insofar as that procedure is 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1106. Form of new resident notice. 
After completing the official canvass, but no later than 60 days before the next 

regular election, the county elections official shall send a forwardable notice to each 
voter registered as a "new resident." The notice shall be a double postcard in 
substantially the following form: 

(Part 1) 

You are now registered in County as a "new resident" and under 
California law your registration must be canceled unless the second portion of this 
form is returned to the county elections office within 30 days. Failure to return this 
form by (Date) means you must reregister before being allowed to vote. 
Upon receipt of this form by the county elections official your affidavit of registra
tion will become permanent and you will be eligible to vote in any election held 
within your precinct. 

County clerk 

County 

Date 

(Part 2) 

DECLARATION OF RESIDENCY 

1,._.,---___ (Print name) am a resident of the state, of the county, and of the 
precinct. 
I reside at 

(Street address) (City) 

(County) (Zip code) 
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Chapter 2. New Residents and New Citizens 

(this address must be within the county). 

Signature of voter 

Date 
WARNING: This document is signed under penalty of perjury. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1275, §18.) 

1107. Receipt of declaration of residency. 

1130. 

Upon receipt of the signed declaration of residency the elections official shall 
oompare the signature shown on the declaration with those shown on the "new 
resident" affidavit of registration. If it is the same, the elections official shall remove 
the part identifying the affidavit as that of a new resident, attach the declaration to 
the affidavit, make any necessary address change and file the affidavit in the 
manner prescribed by this code. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c.1275, §18.! 

1109. Public inspection of new resident list. 
The county elections official shall keep open to public inspection a list showing 

the names and addresses of all persons who have voted as new residents. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 1314, §3.! 

Article 2. New Citizens 

1126. New citizen definition. 
"New citizen" means any person who meets all requirements of an elector of, 

and has established residency in, the State of California, except that he or she will 
become a United States citizen after the 29th day prior to an election buton or before 
the seventh day prior to that election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 358, §4.) 

1127. New citizen registration. 
Any new citizen is eligible to register and vote at the county clerk's office at any 

time beginning on the 28th day before an election and ending on the seventh day 
prior to election day. 

(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 358, §4.) 

1128. New citizen registration after close. 
A new citizen registering to vote after the close of registration shall provide the 

county clerk with proof of citizenship prior to voting, and shall declare that he or 
she has established residency in California. Upon receipt of proof of citizenship and 
California residency, the county clerk shall instate the affiant as a registered voter 
and include his or her affidavit of registration in the permanent file of affidavits. 

(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 358, §4.) 

1129. Processing of new citizen ballots. 
The ballots of new citizens shall be received and canvassed at the same time and 

under the same procedure as absent voter ballots, insofar as that procedure is not 
inconsistent with this chapter. 

(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 358, §4.) 

1130. Public list of new citizen registrations. 
The county elections official shall keep open to public inspection a list of all 

persons who have registered as new citizens. 
(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 358, §4.) 
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Chapter 3. Special Absentee Voters 

1200. Mail registration card to unregistered applicants. 
When a special absentee voter, as defined in Section 1000 applies for an absent 

voter's ballot and the elections official determines that he or she is not registered 
to vote, the official shall send the affidavit of registration card with the ballot. The 
affidavit of registration must be completed by the voter and returned with the voted 
ballot or the ballot shall not be counted. 

If the application has been made upon a federal form for absentee ballots the 
form shall be deemed an affidavit ofregistration and the applicant shall be consid
ered registered for that election only. If the special absentee voter requests an 
absentee ballot for the ensuing primary election, the elections official shall also 
consider the request valid for the ensuing general election. 

If the applicant is not a resident of the county to which he has applied, the official 
receiving the application shall forward it immediately to the proper county. 

(Amended by Siais. 1986, c. 866, §3.! 

1201. Examination of affidavit. 
Upon timely receipt of the affidavit of registration and the voted absentee ballot, 

the elections official shall examine the affidavit to ascertain that it is properly 
executed in accordance with the provisions of this code and that the applicant is a 
qualified elector of the county. If the official is satisfied of these facts, the applicant 
shall be deemed a duly registered voter as of the date appearing on the affidavit to 
the same extent and with the same effect as though he had registered in proper time 
prior to the election. 

(Added by Slals.1976, c.1275, §18.! 

1202. Ballots received and canvassed as absent voter ballots. 
Applications for the ballots of special absentee voters shaIl be received, and the 

ballots shall be received and canvassed at the same time and under the same 
procedure as absent voter ballots, insofar as that procedure is not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 1275, §18.J 

1202.1. Application for special absentee ballot; processing procedures. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, a special absentee voter who 

qualifi~s pursuant to this section may apply for a special absentee voter ballot. Any 
application made pursuant to this section which is received by the clerk prior to 
the 60th day before the election shall be kept and processed on or after the 60th day 
before the election. 

(b) If a special absentee voter submits an application containing a statement that 
provides that due to military or other contingencies that preclude normal mail 
delivery, as specified by the voter, the voter cannot vote an absentee ballot during 
the normal absentee voting period, and the voter is otherwise qualified to vote as 
a special absentee voter, the clerk shall immediately send the voter a ballot in a form 
prescribed and provided by the Secretary of State, or a ballot and voter registration 
card if required by Section 1200. The clerk shaIl send with the ballot a list of all 
candidates who have qualified for the ballot by the 60th day before the election and 
a list of all measures which are to be submitted to the voters and to which the voter 
is qualified to vote. The voter shall be entitled to write in the name of any specific 
candidate seeking the nomination or election to any office listed on the ballot. 

(c) Notwithstanding Section 17101 or any other provision of law, any name 
written upon a ballot for a particular office pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be 
counted for the office or nomination. 
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Chapter 3. Special Absentee Voters 1206. 

(d) The clerk shall receive and canvass special absentee voter ballots described 
in this section under the same procedure as absent voter ballots, insofar as that 
procedure is not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, except that prior 
to election day, special absentee voter ballots shall be secured separately in a sealed 
ballot box reserved for that purpose. 

(e) In the event that a voter executes a special absentee ballot pursuant to this 
section and the military or other contingency does not exist during the nonnal 
absentee voting period, that voter may make an application for an absentee ballot 
pursuant to Sections 1200 and 1201. If an application is made pursuant to this 
subdivision, the clerk shall reject the voted. ballot previously cast and process the 
application in accordance with Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000). 

(Amended IJy Stats. 1988, c. 420, §1; Amended IJy Stats. 1988, c. 915, §2.) 

1202.3 Special absentee voter's ballot application; valid for primary and 
general election. 

Any absentee voter ballot application by a qualified special absentee voter, as 
defined in subdivision (c) of Section 1000, for a primary election shall also be 
deemed an application for a special absentee ballot for the subsequent general 
election. 

(Added by Stats. 1986, c. 883, §l.) 

1203. Procedure for insufficient affidavit. 
When an affidavit of registration is found to be insufficient both the affidavit 

and the voted ballot are to be rejected. The word "rejected" and the date shall be 
written across the face of the affidavit and across the front of the ballot envelope. 
The words "not registered" shall also be written across the identification envelope. 

If it appears the applicant is entitled to register and vote in some other city or 
county, the elections official shall immediately transmit the affidavit and the ballot 
to the proper city or county. The affidavit and ballot shall then be processed in 
accordance with this chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18; Amended IJy Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §2.2.l 

1204. Affidavit filed or rejected and returned. 
When the affidavit is received by an elections official, other than a county clerk, 

the elections official receiving it shall, after the election, transmit it to the county 
clerk who, if the affidavit is not subject to rejection, shall file the original. If an 
affidavit of registration is rejected, it shall be returned to the applicant with the 
reason for rejection endorsed on it, together with a new blank affidavit card. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 1275, §18; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §2.3.) 

1205. Special absentee voter may register if he returns to the county. 
If any special absentee voter is released from service after the closing date of 

registration for an election and has returned to the county of his residence and is 
not a registered voter, he may apply in person to the elections official for permission 
to register. If the elector furnishes documentary proof of release from service after 
the closing date of registration for the election, the elections official shall allow him 
to be registered and to vote in the election. On or before the day of election the 
elections official shall deliver to the precinct board a list of special absentee voters 
registered under the provisions of this section. 

(Added IJy Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18J 

1206. Special absentee voter who returns to the county. 
If any special absentee voter to whom an absent voter's ballot has been mailed 

and which ballot has not been voted by him returns to the county in which he is 
registered on or before election day, he may apply to the elections official for 
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permission to vote. The elections official shall require him to sign an authorization 
to cancel the absent voter's ballot previously issued when it is returned to the 
county official. The official shall then issue another absent ballot to the special 
absentee voter, to be voted in the clerk's office, or the clerk shall certify to the 
precinct board that the special absentee voter is eligible to vote in the precinct 
polling place of his residence upon complying with the other requirements of this 
code. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §lB') 

1206.3. Registering special absentee voters. 

If any special absentee voter returns to the county of his residence after the final 
day for making application for an absent voter ballot, he may appear before the 
clerk and make application for registration, absent voter ballot, or both. The clerk 
shall register the voter, if he is not registered, and deliver to him an absent voter 
ballot, which may be voted in the clerk's office or voted outside the clerk's office 
on or before the close of the polls on the day of election and returned as are other 
absent voter ballots. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1275, §lB.) 

1206.5. Special absentee voter recalled to service. 
If a registered special absentee voter is unable to appear at his polling place 

because of being recalled to service after the final day for making application for 
an absent voter's ballot, but before 5 o'clock p.m. on the day before the day of 
election, he may appear before the clerk and make application for an absent voter's 
ballot. The clerk shall deliver to him an absent voter's ballot which may be voted 
in the clerk's office or voted outside the clerk's office on or before the close of the 
polls on the day of election and returned as are other absent voter's ballots. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1275, §lB.J 

1207. Provision for absentee voting by statute of the United States. 
Whenever by any statute of the United States, provision is made for absentee 

voting, an application for an absent voter's ballot made under the provisions of that 
law may be given the same effect as an application for an absent voter's ballot made 
under this code. 

If, by any federal statute, provision is made for the transmission of applications 
for absent voter's ballots to the Secretary of State, he shall transmit the applications 
to the county clerk of the county in which the applicant claims residence. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §lB.J 

1208. Acts of Congress shall control. 

H by any act of Congress which is now or may become effective during the 
effective period of this section, provision is made for voting by special absent voter, 
that act shall control and be superior to any conflicting provisions of this code, and 
all state, county, municipal and district officers, who are charged with the perform
ance of duties with reference to the election laws of this state, shall perform the 
duties and discharge the obligations placed upon them by that act of Congress. It 
is the purpose and intent of this section that full effect shall be given to ballots cast 
by special absentee voters under federal statutes in order that no person shall be 
deprived of his vote by virtue of having cast his ballot under any federal statute 
rather than under the laws of this state. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1275, §lB; Amended by 5tats. 1976, c.143B, §2.4.J 
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Chapter 4. Federat Elections 1304.5. 

Chapter 4. Federal Elections 

1300. Legislative intent to facilitate Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act. 

It is the intent and purpose of the Legislature that the provisions set forth in this 
chapter are designed to facilitate the federal mandate of the Unifonned and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (Public Law 99410). 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 915, §3.J 

1301. Federal election defined; overseas voter defined. 
As used in this chapter, "federal election" means any presidential election, 

general election, primary election, or special election held solely or in part for the 
purpose of selecting, nominating, or electing any candidate for the office of Presi
dent, Vice President, presidential elector, Member of the United States Senate, or 
Member of the United States House of Representatives. "Overseas voter" includes 
uniformed and overseas voters. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 915, §4.) 

1302. Application of chapter. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, the provisions 

set forth in this chapter shall govern the voter registration and voting of a person 
in any federal election if such person (a) resides outside of the United. States, and 
(b) was domiciled in California immediately prior to his departure from the United 
States. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 386, §3.J 

1303. Citizen may register absentee. 
Each citizen residing outside the United States shall have the right to register 

absentee for, and to vote by, an absentee ballot in any federal election in the state, 
or in any precinct of the state in which he was last domiciled immediately prior to 
his departure from the United States and in which he would have met all qualifi
cations to vote in federal elections under the laws of this state, even though while 
residing outside the United States he does not have a place of abode or other address 
in this state or in a precinct of this state, and his intent to return to this state or to a 
precinct in this state may be uncertain, if such person meets the following require
ments: 

(a) He has complied with all applicable requirements, which are consistent with 
this chapter, concerning absentee registration for, and voting by, absentee ballots; 

(b) He does not maintain a domicile, is not registered to vote, and is not voting 
in any other state or precinct of a state or territory or in any territory or possession 
of the United States; and 

(c) He has a valid passport or card of identity and registration issued under the 
authority of the Secretary of State of the United States. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 386, §3.) 

1304. Register prior to departure from United States. 
Any person described in Section 1303 who desires to register and vote under the 

provision of this chapter shall apply in writing to the clerk of the county in which 
such person was last domiciled. prior to departure from the United States. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 494, §3,) 

1304.5. Overseas voter absentee ballot application; canvass. 
(a) A voter described in Section 1303 may apply for an absent voter ballot. Any 

application made pursuant to this section which is received by the clerk prior to 
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the 60th day before the election shall be kept and processed on or after the 60th day 
before the election. 

(b) U the voter submits an application containing a statement that provides that 
due to contingencies that preclude normal mail delivery, as specified by the voter, 
the voter cannot vote an absentee ballot during the normal absentee voting period, 
and the voter is otherwise qualified to vote as provided in this chapter, the clerk 
shall immediately send the voter a ballot in a form prescribed and provided by the 
Secretary of State, or a ballot and voter registration card if required by Section 1306. 
The clerk shall send with the ballot a list of all candidates who have qualified for 
the ballot by the 60th day before the election and for whom the voter is qualified 
to vote. The voter shall be entitled to write in the name of any specific candidate 
seeking the nomination or election to any office listed on the bal,lot. 

(c) Notwithstanding Section 17101 or any other provision of law, any name 
written upon a ballot for a particular office pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be 
counted for the office or nomination. 

(d) The clerk shall receive and canvass the absent voter ballots described in this 
section under the same procedure as other absent voter ballots, insofar as that 
procedure is not inconsistent with this section, except that prior to election day, the 
absent voter ballots described in this section shall be secured separately in a sealed 
ballot box reserved for that purpose. 

(Added by 5tats. 1988, c. 915, §5.J 

1305. Procedures upon receipt of application. 
Upon receipt of an application for registration or for an absent voter ballot by a 

person who meets the requirements of Section 1303 the county clerk shall determine 
the following: 

(a) That the last domicile of the applicant in the United States was in the county 
to which the person has applied. If the last domicile of the applicant in the United 
States was in another county, the clerk shall forward the application to that county. 

(b) That the applicant is not currently registered. If the applicant is registered as 
a resident of the county as defined by Section 200, the clerk shall cancel the affidavit 
of registration. 

(Added by 5tats.1977, c. 494, §5.J 

1305.5. Overseas absentee ballot application for primary and general election. 
Any absent voter ballot application by a qualified voter, as described in this 

chapter, for a primary election shall also be deemed an application for an absent 
voter ballot for the subsequent general election. 

(Added by 5tats. 1988, c. 915, §6.J 

1306. Overseas absentee ballot mailed; affidavit enclosed if prepared 
incorrectly. 

(a) As soon as possible after the 60th day before the federal election, the county 
clerk shall mail or deliver a ballot to each person who has requested registration as 
an overseas voter since the last regularly scheduled federal election. 

(b) If the overseas voter has not correctly completed and returned a federal 
application for an absentee ballot or a special affidavit of registration as an overseas 
voter since the last regularly scheduled federal election the clerk shall enclose an 
affidavit with the ballot. 

(c) The overseas voter shall be informed of the following: 
(I) That the affidavit must be correctly completed and returned with the 

ballot in order for the vote to be tallied. 
(2) That the voter's registration will be valid through the next general election, 

and that the ballots for these elections will be sent to the voter at the mailing address 
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Chapter 5. Mail Ballot Elections 1340. 

provided by the voter, but that following the general election, the voter must 
reapply in order to again receive an overseas voter ballot. 

(d) The affidavits of registration mailed or delivered pursuant to this section 
shall conform to Section 506, except as modified pursuant to regulations adopted 
by the Secretary of State to reflect the requirements of this chapter. 

(e) Absent voter ballots mailed or delivered pursuant to this section shall be 
modified pursuant to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State so as to show 
only those offices for which the overseas resident is entitled to vote. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 915, §7.) 

1307. Examination of affidavit of registration. 
Upon timely receipt of the affidavit of registration and the voted absentee ballot, 

the county clerk shall examine the affidavit to ascertain that it is properly executed 
in accordance with the provisions of this rode and that the applicant is a qualified 
elector of the county. If the county clerk is satisfied of these facts, the applicant shall 
be deemed a duly registered voter as of the date appearing on the affidavit to the 
same extent and with the same effect as though he has registered in proper time 
prior to the election. 

(Added by 5tats.1977, c. 494, §9.! 

1308. Rejection of affidavit of registration. 
If an overseas ballot is returned to the county clerk \Vith an improperly com

pleted affidavit or without the affidavit, and the voter has not completed an 
overseas voter affidavit or a federal absentee voter application since the last general 
election, the ballot shall be canceled and shall not be tallied. 

(Added by Slats. 1977, c. 494, §11.) 

1309. Received and canvassed same as absent voter ballots. 
Applications for the ballots of overseas voters shall be received and their ballots 

shall be received and canvassed at the same time and under the same procedure as 
absent voter ballots, insofar as that procedure is not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(Added by 5tats. 1977, c. 494, §13.! 

1310. Time of receipt of ballots. 
All absentee ballots cast pursuant to this chapter shall be received by the county 

clerk not later than 8 o'clock p.m. on the day of a federal election. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1986, c. 866, §4.! 

Chapter 5. Mail Ballot Elections 

Article 1. General Provisions 

1340. Conditions for conducting all-mail ballot election. 
Any local, special, or consolidated election may be ronducted wholly by mail 

provided that: 
<aJ The governing body of the local agency authorizes the use of mailed ballots 

for the election; and 
(b) The election does not occur on the same date as a statewide direct primary 

election or statewide general election; and 
(c) The election is one of the following: 

(J J An election in which no more than 1,000 registered voters are eligible to 
participate. 

(2) A maximum property tax rate election as provided for in Section 2287 of 
the Revenue and Taxation Code. 
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(3) An election on a measure or measures restricted to (A) the imposition of 
special taxes, or (B) expenditure limitation overrides, or (C) both (A) and (B), in a 
city, county, or special district with 5,000 or less registered voters calculated as of 
the time of the last report of registration by the county derk to the Secretary of State. 

(4) An election on the issuance of a general obligation water bond in accord
ance with Section 12944.5 of the Water Code. 

(5) An election of the Directors of the Monterey Peninsula Water Manage
ment District as authorized in Section 122 of Chapter 527 of the Statutes of 1977, 
known as the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District Law. 

(6) An election of the Aliso Water Management Agency, or its affected 
member agencies, pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code. 

(7) An election of the San Jacinto Mountain Area Water Study Agency 
pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code. 

(8) An election of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District pursuant to Sections 
13416 and 13417 of the Water Code. 

(Amended by Siais. 1987, c. 59, §1.) 

1340.5. Conditions for conducting all-mail ballot election in Placer County or 
Stanislaus County. 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1340, any election in Placer 
County or Stanislaus County may be conducted as an all-mail ballot election, 
subject to the following conditions: 

(1) The governing body of the city, county, or district may, by resolution, 
authorize the all-mail ballot election and shall notify the Secretary of State of its 
intent to conduct an all-mail ballot election at least 88 days prior to the date of the 
election. 

(2) The election shall not occur on the same date as a statewide primary or 
general election. 

(3) The election is not a special election to fill a vacancy in a state office, the 
State Legislature, or Congress. 

(4) At least one polling place is provided in each city, with one additional 
polling place for each 30,000 registered voters. 

(5) By December 15, 1994, the elections official shall report to the Legislature 
and the Governor on the cost, rate of participation, and incidence of fraud involved 
in implementing this section. 

(6) The return of voted mail ballots are subject to Section 1013. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 1995, 
and as of that date are repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which is enacted 
before January 1, 1995, deletes or extends that date. 

(Added by Siais. 1992, c. 527, §2.) 

(EDITORIAL NOTE: This seclion remains in effect unlil January 1, 1995.) 

1341. Special Districts. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1340, a special district may conduct 
its elections by mail in accordance with the provisions of Sections 23509.5, 23511.1, 
23511.2,23511.3, and 23557.5. 

(Added by Siais. 1979, c. 424, §3.) 
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Chapter 6. Canvass 

Article 2. Conduct of Mail Ballot Elections 

1350. Other provisions. 

1402. 

Except as otherwise provided in this article, mail ballot elections shall be 
conducted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1 (commencing with 
Section 1000) of this division. 

(Added by Stals. 1979, c. 424, §3.J 

1351. Mailing time. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 10007, 10010, 22832, and 23540, the 

clerk shall not commence to mail the combined sample ballot and mail ballot prior 
to the 29th day before the election and shall complete the mailing by the 10th day 
before the election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 428, §13.7.i 

1352. Notice regarding return of voted ballot. 
The clerk may include in the mailings set forth in Section 1351 a printed notice 

to the voters informing the voters that they may return the voted ballot by certified 
or registered mail. 

(Added by Slats. 1979, c. 424, §3.J 

1353. Deadline for receiving voted ballots. 
Notwithstanding Section 1016, ballots cast under the provisions of this chapter 

shall be returned to the official from whom they were obtained no later than 8 p.m. 
on election day. 

(Amended by Slats. 1986, c. 866, §5.i 

Chapter 6. Canvass 

1400. Computer processing of absentee ballots. 
Any county having the necessary computer capability may start to process 

absent voter ballots on the seventh day prior to the election. This process may be 
completed to the paint of putting the information on computer tape, bu t under no 
circumstances, shall a vote count be made until 8 p.m. on the day of the election. 
All other elections officials shall start to process absent voter ballots at 5 p.m. on 
the day before the election. 

Results of any absent voter tabulation or count are not to be released prior to the 
close of the polls on the day of the election. 

(Amended by Siais. 1991, c. 1178, §1.i 

1401. Special counting boards to be appointed. 
The official shall appoint a special counting board or boards in such numbers 

as he deems adequate to count the absent voter ballots. The official shall provide 
for the forms of tally books and the distribution of the duties of the members of the 
canvassing board . 

When the tally is done by hand there shall be no less than four persons for each 
office or proposi tion to be counted. One shall read from the ballot, the second shall 
keep watch for any error or improper vote, and the other two shall keep the tally. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1402. Compensation of canvassing board. 
The elections official shall pay a reasonable compensation to each member of 

the canvassing board of absent voter ballots. This compensation shall be paid out 
of the treasury of the agency conducting the election as other claims against it are 
paid. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18.i 
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1403. Counting of absentee voter ballots and disposition of challenges. 
Except as otherwise provided, the processing and counting of absent voter 

ballots and the disposition of challenges of absent voter ballots shall be according 
to the laws now in force pertaining to the election for which they are cast. Since the 
voter is not present, the challenger shall have the burden of establishing extraordi
nary proof of the validity of the challenge at the time the challenge is made. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1404. Public count. 
(a) The opening, processing, and counting of absent voter ballots shall be open 

to the public, both prior to and after the election. 
(b) Any member of the county grand jury, and at least one member each of the 

Republican county central committee, the Democratic county central committee, 
and of any other party with a candidate on the ballot, and any other interested 
organization, shall be permi tted to observe and challenge the manner in which the 
absent voter ballots are processed, from the opening through the counting and 
disposition of the ballots. 

(c) The county clerk shall notify absentee voter observers and the public at least 
48 hours in advance of the dates, times, and places where absentee ballots will be 
opened, processed, and counted. 

(d) Absentee voter observers shall be allowed close enough access to enable 
them to observe and challenge whether those individuals handling absentee ballots 
are following established procedures, including: 

(1) Verifying signatures and addresses by comparing them to voter registra
tion information. 

(2) Duplicating accurately any damaged or defective ballots. 
(3) Securing absentee ballots to prevent any tampering with them before they 

are counted on election day. 
(e) No absentee voter observer shall interfere with the orderly processing and 

counting of absentee ballots, including touching or handling of the ballots. 
(Added by 5IaI5.199O, c. 611, §2.) 

1405. Challenges. 
Prior to opening the identification envelopes of absent voters, the elections 

official shall make available a list of absent voters for public inspection, from which 
challenges may be presented. Challenges may be made for the same reasons as 
those made against a voter voting at a polling place. In addition a challenge may 
be entered on the grounds that the ballot was not received within the time provided 
by this code or that a person is imprisoned for a conviction of a felony. All challenges 
shall be made prior to the opening of the identification envelope of the challenged 
absen t voter. 

(Amended by Slats. 1992, c. 527, §3.) 

1407. Processing absentee ballot. 
If a challenge is overruled, the board shall then open the identification envelope 

without defacing the affidavit printed on it or mutilating the enclosed ballot .. and 
without unfolding the ballot, shall remove the number from the ballot, destroy the 
number slip and deposit the ballot in the ballot box provided for the purpose. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c.1275, §18.) 

1408. Challenged ballot. 
If a challenge is allowed, the board shall endorse on the face of the identification 

envelope the cause of the challenge and its action thereon. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1275, §18.) 
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Chapter 7. Permanent Absent Voter 1451. 

1409. Counting same as ballots cast at polling place. 
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter the counting and canvassing of 

absentee ballots shall be conducted in the same manner and under the same 
regulations as used for ballots cast in a precinct polling place . 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18.) 

1409.5. Report to Secretary of State of absentee canvass. 
Reports to the Secretary of State of the findings of the canvass of absent voter 

ballots shall be made by the clerk pursuant to Chapter 7 (commendng with Section 
17070) and Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 17080) of Division 12. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18; Amended by Stats. 1976, 1438, §2.6.) 

1410. List of absent voters to be kept and compared. 
The elections official shall keep an accurate list of all voters who have received 

and voted an absent voter ballot at each election and compare this list with the 
roster of voters as provided in Section 705. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18J 

1411. Consolidated elections; procedure for absentee ballots. 
When elections are consolidated pursuant to the provisions of Division 14 

(commencing with Section 22000), and only one form of ballot is used at the 
consolidated election, the ballots cast by absent voters shall be counted only in 
connection with elections to which absent voter privileges have been extended by 
law. 

Whenever the period of time within which absent voters' ballots must be 
received by the clerk in order to be counted, as for any election by this code or any 
other law of this state, is different from that period of time provided for another 
election, and the elections are consolidated and only one form of ballot used for 
both elections, all absent voters' ballots issued for the consolidated election may be 
counted for both elections if received by the clerk within whichever period of time 
that is the longer. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §18; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §2.7.) 

Chapter 7. Permanent Absent Voter 

1450. Application of chapter. 
A voter, who qualifies under the provisions of this chapter, shall be entitled to 

become a permanent absent voter. 
(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1422, §4.) 

1451. Eligibility as permanent absent voter; form of Application. 
Any voter who has lost, or has lost the use of, one or more limbs; has lost, or has 

lost the use of, both hands; is unable to move about without the aid of an assistant 
device (e.g., canes, crutches, walker, wheelchair); is suffering from lung disease, 
blindness, or cardiovascular disease; has a significant limitation in the use of the 
lower extremities; or is suffering from a diagnosed disease or disorder which 
substantially impairs or interferes with the person's mobility may apply for per· 
manent absent voter status. Application for permanent absent voter status shall be 
made in accordance with Section 1002. The voter shall complete an application, 
which shall be available from the county clerk, and which shall contain: 

(1) Voter's name at length. 
(2) Voter's residence address. 
(3) Address where ballot is to be mailed, if different from the place of residence. 
(4) Information which establishes the voter's right to permanent absent voter 

status. 
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1452. 

(5) The signature of the applicant. 
(Added by Siais. 1982, c. 1422, §4.) 

1452. Alternate form of application. 

DIVISION 2. ABSENTEE VOTING 

In lieu of executing the application set forth in Section 1451, any voter may 
execute a request for permanent absent voter status by making a written request to 
the county clerk requesting the status. If a written request is received by the county 
clerk and it contains the information set forth in Section 1451, the clerk shall process 
that application in the manner provided in Section 1453. 

(Added by Slals.1982, c. 1422, §4.) 

1453. Processing of application! public inspection. 
Upon receipt of an application for permanent absent voter status the county 

clerk shall process the application in the same manner as an application for regular 
absent voters' ballots. In addition to processing applications in accordance with 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000), if it is determined that the applicant is 
a registered voter, the county clerk shall place the voter's name upon a list of those 
to whom an absentee ballot is sent each time there is an election within their 
precinct. The clerk shall keep a copy of the list on file open to the public inspection 
for election and governmental purposes. 

(Added by Stals. 1982, c.1422, §4.) 

1454. List sent to city or district official; time. 
The county clerk shall send a copy of the list of all voters who qualify as 

permanent absent voters to each city clerk or district elections official charged with 
the duty of conducting an election within the county. The list shall be sent by the 
sixth day before an election. 

(Added by Stals. 1982, c. 1422, §4.) 

1455. Processing same as regular absent voter ballots. 
Absent voter ballots mailed to, and received from, voters on the permanent 

absent voter list are subject to the same deadlines and shall be processed and 
rounted in the same manner as all other absent voter ballots. 

(Added by Siais. 1982, c. 1422, §4.) 

1456. Cancellation for failure to vote. 
A voter whose name appears on the permanent absent voter list shall remain on 

the list and shall be mailed an absentee ballot for each election conducted within 
his precinct. If the voter fails to return an executed absent voter ballot for any 
statewide direct primary or general election in accordance with Section 1013 the 
voter's name shall be deleted from the list. 

(Added by Slats. 1982, c.1422, §4.) 
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Chapter 1. Precincts 1504. 

DIVISION 3. PRECINCTS AND PRECINCT 
BOARDS 

Chapter 1. Precincts 

1500. Application of article. 
This article applies to all counties. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, 1203, §2) 

1501. Division of county into precincts; preparation of maps. 
The county clerk shall divide the county into election precincts and prepare 

detail maps or exterior descriptions thereof. or both, and as many such copies as 
the clerk may determine. The county surveyor shall, if so requested, provide 
assistance to the clerk in the preparation of such maps or exterior descriptions. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.) 

1503. Alteration of precinct boundaries; files made accessible to any persons 
upon request. 

(a) The county clerk may change or alter any precinct boundaries. 
(b) H any changes or alterations are made the clerk shall prepare new detail maps 

or exterior descriptions thereof, or both. The county surveyor shall, if so requested, 
provide assistance to the clerk in the preparation of the detail maps or exterior 
descriptions. 

(c) The county clerk shall provide, at the request of any interested person, the 
following information: 

(1) All precinct boundary changes and alterations made within the current 
calendar year and the immediately preceding two calendar years. 

(2) All precinct consolidations made within the current calendar year and the 
immediately preceding two calendar years, specifying the election or elections in 
which the consolidations were made. 

(d) The information provided to persons pursuant to subdivision (c) shall 
include the precinct numbers before the change or alteration and then a description, 
including precinct numbers, of the changes or alterations. The description may 
include maps. 

(e) The information described in subdivisions (c) and (d) shall be compiled for 
each calendar year and shall be kept and filed so as to be accessible to any person 
upon request. 

(£) The clerk may charge a person requesting information the amount needed to 
reimburse the county for the actual expenses incurred in providing copies of the 
information required under this section. 

(g) The duties and responsibilities imposed on the county clerk shall, with 
respect to a municipal election, be performed by the city clerk if the city conducts 
the municipal election and establishes its precincts . 

(Amended by Stats.1983, c. 813, §1.) 

1504. Authorization for the use of schools and other public buildings. 
(a) The governing body having jurisdiction over school buildings or other public 

buildings may authorize the use of its buildings for polling places on any election 
day, and may also authorize the use of its buildings, without cost, for the storage 
of voting machines and other vote-tabulating devices. However, if a city or county 
clerk specifically requests the use of a school building for polling places on an 
election day, the governing body having jurisdiction over the particular school 
building shall allow its use for the purpose requested. 
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(b) Once a governing body has approved the use of a school building as a polling 
place, the governing body shall instruct the school administrator to provide the 
clerk a site with an adequate amount of space which will allow the precinct board 
to perform its duties in a manner which will not impede, interfere, or interrupt the 
normal process of voting. 

(c) The school administrator shall also make a reasonable effort to insure that 
the site is accessible to the handicapped. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1983, c. 604, §1.J 

1504.5. Tax exempt property available free of charge. 
Property exempted from taxation pursuant to Section 214 of the Revenue and 

Taxation Code shall be made available free of charge to the county clerk for use as 
a polling place pursuant to Section 213.5 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(Added by 5lals. 1979, c. 667, §8.J 

1504.6. Use of state owned facilities; limitations. 
Upon request of the city or county elections official, state- owned buildings, 

parking lots, and other facilities shall be made available free of charge for use as 
polling places, except that the Department of General Services may exclude from 
use as polling places state facilities at which access to confidential materials cannot 
be reasonably safeguarded, which are inaccessible to the public, the use of which 
would disrupt state business, or which are otherwise impractical for use as polling 
places. 

(Added by 5Ials.1989, c. 596, §l.J 

1505. Number of voters in each precinct. 
Whenever any county is divided into election precincts or whenever the 

boundaries of established precincts are changed or new precincts created, the 
precinct boundaries shall be fixed in such manner that the number of registered 
voters in each precinct does not exceed 250 on the 75th day prior to the day of 
election, unless otherwise provided by law. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1506. Dividing of precincts into groups. 
When more than 250 voters are registered in a precinct, the voters of the precinct 

may be divided into two or more groups and one precinct board appointed to serve 
each group. The board or officer charged with the duty of conducting the election 
shall divide the voters into two or more groups as nearly equal in number as 
possible. When the voters of a precinct are so divided there may be one or more 
polling places, but there shall be a ballot box for and a set of returns from each 
group. 

The board or officer charged with the duty of conducting the election, in 
determining whether or not there are 250 voters in the precinct for the purpose of 
this section, shall not base its determination on an estimate of how many voters in 
the precinct will vote. The determination shall be made solely on registrations 
within the precinct. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1507. Division of precinct. 
If, through unforeseen circumstances, it has not been determined until less than 

30 days before the election that there are more than 250 voters to a precinct, the 
board or officer charged with conducting the election may divide the precinct as 
provided in this code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §2.) 
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Chapter t. Precincts 1513.1. 

1508. Size of precinct when central counting is used. 
Whenever in a statewide primary or general election, the ballots are to be 

counted at a central place, either manually or by automatic mechanical or electrical 
devices, or whenever mechanical voting devices are used to mark ballots at the 
polling places, election precincts may be consolidated or formed, but no such 
precinct shall be formed or consolidated to contain more than 1,000 voters. 

(A':tended by 5lals. 1978, c. 836, §2.J 

1508.5 Limitations of precinct consolidation. 
At any election to fill a vacancy in the office of State Senator, Member of the 

Assembly, or Representative in Congress in a county which has not adopted a 
voting system, as defined in Section 15009, for use in statewide elections, there shall 
not be more than three precincts consolidated and they shall be formed to contain 
not more than 600 voters. However, in no event maya consolidated precinct in such 
election exceed 1,000 voters. 

(Amended by Stals. 1980, c. 1287, §1O.J 

1509. Change of precincts when voting machines are used. 
In counties where voting machines are to be used, the county clerk may, at any 

time on or before the 30th day preceding any election, create, unite, divide, or 
combine the election precincts. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1510. Precinct size for punchcard counties. 
In counties using punchcard voting systems, the officer charged with the duty 

of creating precincts may combine, rearrange, or enlarge the precincts, provided 
no direct primary or general election precinct shall include more than 1,000 voters. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1511. Precinct boundary descriptions. 
In any order establishing precincts, their boundaries shall be defined by refer

ence to exterior descriptions or delineation thereof on a map or maps. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §2.) 

1513. Precinct boundary restrictions. 
No precinct shall be established so that its boundary crosses the boundary of 

any supervisorial district, congressional district, senatorial district, Assembly dis
trict, board of equalization district, judicial district, incorporated city, ward, or city 
council district. To the extent possible, without subjecting the voter to significant 
inconvenience, precinct boundaries should not cross census tract or enumeration 
district lines. 

If at any election any precinct contains an insufficient number of qualified 
persons to make up a precinct board, the precinct may be consolidated with an 
adjoining precinct. 

(Amended by Slats. 1989, c. 983, §3.J 

1513.1. Precinct boundary changes made less than 88 days prior to an 
election; provision for district boundary Changes. 

Precinct boundary changes occurring less than 88 days before an election shall 
not be effective for purposes of that election. Voters residing within an area affected 
by a boundary change, occurring within 88 days before an election, shall vote at 
the ensuing election in all respects as if no boundary change had occurred. How
ever, any district which holds a general district election on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November of an odd-numbered year, shall complete any 
boundary change not less than 130 days prior to the election, in order to comply 
with the provisions of Section 23526. 
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(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 428, §14.! 

1514. General election precincts same as primary election precincts. 
The boundaries of precincts for the general election shall be the same as those 

established for the direct primary election, except to the extent necessary to add or 
subtract precincts as the result of population change or to divide precincts contain
ing more than 250 voters or to change precinct boundaries due to supervisorial, 
judicial, or council district boundary changes, incorporation of new cities, annexa
tions to cities or exclusions by cities. Changes of precinct boundaries may also be 
made when consolidating precincts. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §2.! 

1515. Certificate showing record of registration. 
If the affidavit of registration of a voter is erroneously placed in a precinct, the 

voter may apply to the elections official for a certificate showing the record of 
registration. The elections official shall give the voter the certificate on or before 
election day. Upon presentation of this certificate to the precinct board of the proper 
precinct, the board shall permit the voter to vote. If the voter does not obtain the 
certificate provided for in this section and votes in the precinct into which the 
affidavit of registration has been erroneously placed by the elections official and 
the election is contested, the voter's vote shall not be rejected for those candidates 
and on those measures with respect to which the voter would have been entitled 
to vote had the voter voted in the proper precinct, and no inquiry shall be made as 
to how the voter voted for those candidates or on those measures. 

No voter who receives a certificate of registration under this section shall be 
charged a fee by the elections official. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1991, c. 1178, §2.! 

Chapter 2. Precinct Boards 

1630. Election officers constitute precinct board. 
The persons appointed to serve as election officers for each precinct at any 

election shall constitute the precinct board for that precinct. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.! 

1631. Composition of precinct board. 
The composition of the precinct board shall be determined by the elections 

official based on election precinct size. The precinct board shall consist of a 
minimum of one inspector and two clerks. Additional clerk positions may be 
allocated in proportion to the number of registered voters within the precinct. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 393, §4.5.! 

1632. Different arrangement of election officers. 
(a) The elections official may, not less than 30 days prior to any election, find 

that a different arrangement of election officers than is prescribed in this chapter 
will be more suitable and in such case may provide that the precinct board shall 
consist of one inspector and three clerks; or one inspector, one assistant inspector, 
and two clerks; or one inspector and four clerks. If the elections official provides 
that the precinct board shall consist of one inspector, one assistant inspector, and 
two clerks, the precinct board shall be implemented by four clerks, who shall 
commence serving upon the close of the polls and shall, together with the inspector, 
assistant inspector, and two clerks, count the votes. The clerks shall be appointed, 
qualified and sworn as are other members of the precinct board. 

(b) The elections official may, in order to accommodate the needs of the precinct 
election officers, allow an election officer to serve less that a full shift at the polling 
place by dividing time with another election officer or officers, at the same polling 
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Chapter 2. Precinct Boards 1635. 

place, if the requirements of the precinct will be met. More than one election officer 
serving portions of the same shift shall be counted as one election officer for 
purposes of subdivision (a) and shall meet all other applicable qualifications set 
forth in this chapter . 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 55, §J.J 

1633. Precinct board to be voters of the precinct. 
Each member of a precinct board shall be a voter of the precinct for which the 

member is appointed or a voter of a precinct situated in the same general area, 
except that county employees used as poll workers may reside outside of the 
precinct or the county. The member shall serve only in the precinct for which 
appointment is received. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §JO.J 

1634. Appointment of substitutive counting board. 
In any case where a precinct board may be appointed, the appointing authority 

may also appoint a substitutive counting board at the time when, and in the manner 
that, the precinct board is appointed and the members shall have the same qualifi
cations. In the event of such appointment the substitutive board shall take over 
immediately after the closing of the polls, the powers, rights, and duties and 
thereafter perform all those functions relating to counting and declaring which, 
under this code, devolve upon precinct boards. The duties of the precinct board 
officiating prior to the closing of the polls shall then cease. No member of the 
precinct board shall be a member of the substitutive board in the same precinct. 
The provisions of this code relating to precinct boards are applicable to substitutive 
boards, except members of the substitutive board need not reside in any particular 
precinct or area. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.! 

1635. Language requirements of precinct board members. 
(a) No person who cannot read or write the English language is eligible to act 

as a member of any precinct board. 
(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that non-English speaking citizens, like all 

other citizens, should be encouraged to vote. Therefore, appropriate efforts should 
be made to minimize obstacles to voting by citizens who lack sufficient skill in 
English to vote without assistance. 

(e) Where the county clerk finds that citizens described in subdivision (b) 
approximate 3 percent or more of the voting-age residents of a precinct, or in the 
event that interested citizens or organizations provided information which the 
county clerk believes indicates a need for voting assistance for qualified citizens 
described in subdivision (b), the county clerk shall make reasonable efforts to 
recruit election officials who are fluent in a language used by citizens described in 
subdivision (b) and in English. Such recruitment shall be conducted through the 
cooperation of interested citizens and organizations and through voluntarily do
nated public service notices in the media, including newspapers, radio, and televi
sion, particularly those media which serve the non-English-speaking citizens 
described in subdivision (b). 

(d) At least 14 days before an election, the clerk shall prepare and make available 
to the public a list of the precincts to which officials were appointed pursuant to 
this section, and the language or languages other than English in which they will 
provide assistance. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.J 
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1636. Declaration required for eligibility. 
No person is eligible to act as an election officer until the declaration required 

in this chapter has been signed. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1203, §2.) 

1637. Form of declaration of inspectors and election officers. 
(a) Each inspector shall sign a declaration of intention to faithfully discharge the 

duties of inspector and shall return it to the clerk at least 15 days before election 
day. If the inspector fails or refuses to sign and file the declaration, the clerk shall 
appoint a substitute who shall make and file the application. 

The declaration of an inspector and each of the declarations of other members 
of the precinct board provided for in this chapter shall be signed in the presence of 
a witness and shall be as binding on the signer as would be an oath of office. 

The declaration of an inspector shall be in substantially the following form: 

State of California } 
C f _ _ ss. ountyo 

I do hereby solemnly declare that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of California, and that I will to the best of 
my ability, faithfully discharge the duties of inspector for precinct for 
the election to be held on 19_. 

Signed in the presence of ________ (Signature) on ___ _ 
19_. 

(b) On the day of election and before entering upon the performance of duties, 
each of the precinct board members, other than the inspector, shall sign a declara
tion of intention to faithfully discharge the duties of an election officer. The 
declaration shall be signed before any member of the precinct board. The form for 
each of the declarations shall be provided in the roster for the precinct. The 
declaration of the precinct board member shall be in substantially the following 
form: 

State of California } 
C f _____ ss. ountyo 

I do hereby solemnly declare that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of California, and that I will to the best of 
my ability, faithfully discharge the duties of precinct board member for precinct 
____ for the election to be held on 19_. 

Signed in the presence of ___ '--____ (Signature) on ___ _ 
19_. 

(c) Any precinct board member may administer and certify oaths required to be 
administered during the progress of an election. This authorization shall include 
the power to give any type of oath required of a public employee. There shall be 
no fee or charge for administering an oath. 
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Chapter 2. Precinct Boards 1640. 

(d) In lieu of signing and returning the declaration of the inspector, as provided 
in this chapter, the clerk may require the inspector to sign the declaration on the 
day of election and before entering upon the performance of these duties. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §2.i 

1637.5. Any voter may apply for precinct board member. 
Any voter may mean application with the clerk for theposilion of precinct board 

member. The clerk may require the application be made on specific forms supplied 
by the clerk. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.) 

1638. Time for appointing precinct boards and designating polling places. 
The clerk, not less than 29 days prior to an election, shall issue an order 

appointing the members of the several precinct boards and designating the polling 
places. 

(Amended by 5tats.1982, c.1166, §9') 

1638.5. Locating polling places accessible to the physically handicapped. 
When designating polling places, the clerk shall undertake necessary measures 

in the locating of polling places to ensure that polling places meet the guidelines 
promulgated by the Secretary of State for accessibility by the physically handi
capped. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 106, §1.i 

1638.7. Use of mobilehome as polling place. 
A mobilehome may be used as a polling place if the county clerk determines 

that no other facilities are available for the convenient exercise of voting rights by 
mobilehome park residents and the mobilehome is designated as a polling place 
by the county clerk pursuant to Section 1638. No rental agreement shall prohibit 
the use of a mobilehome for those purposes. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c.197, §1.) 

1639. County central committee may nominate precinct board members. 
The county clerk of any county, in appointing members of the several precinct 

boards to serve in the direct primary and general elections under the provisions of 
this code, shall permit the county central committee of each qualified political party 
to nominate for appointment to the precinct board a member of that party who is 
registered and resident in that precinct, such nomination to be made in writing to 
the county clerk not less than 90 days before the election for which the nomination 
is made. In making appointments to precinct boards from nominations submitted 
by political parties, the county clerk shall give preference to the nominee of any 
qualified political party with at least 10 percent of the registered voters in the 
precinct for which the nomination is made. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §11.i 

1640. Instruction of inspectors . 
Following the appointment of members of precinct boards, the clerk shall 

instruct inspectors so appointed concerning their duties in connection with the 
conduct of the election which instruction shall include (a) a summary of the rights 
of voters, (b) the lawful grounds for challenge, (c) the proper tabulating procedures, 
(d) specific directions that the polls shall be kept open to the public during voting 
hours and throughout the period required for the tabulation of the vote, (e) a digest 
of election laws, and (I) such other subjects as shall assist the inspectors in carrying 
out their duties. 

No person shall serve as an inspector of a precinct board at the election unless 
instruction has been received in accordance with this section, except that in the case 
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of the emergency disability of a regular inspector, substitute inspectors shall be 
given such instruction as may be found necessary by the clerk. 

At the request of the clerk, the legislative body may contract with any qualified 
person or organization for purposes of instructing inspectors in accordance with 
this section. 

(Amended by 5tats.1988, c. 941, §1.J 

1641. Notice of appointments. 
Upon filing the list of names and addresses of those who have been appointed 

members of the precinct board, the clerk shall immediately mail or deliver to each 
voter so appointed, a notice stating the appointment and the position to which 
assigned, the penalty for failure to serve, and any other matter that the clerk 
determines, 

(Amended by 5tats.1988, c. 941, §2'! 

1642. Publication of board members and polling places. 
The county clerk shall also publish the list of the polling places designated for 

each election precinct, followed by the list of names of precinct board members 
appointed. The list of names of precinct board members need not be published in 
precinct order, at the discretion of the county clerk. Publication shall be pursuant 
to Section 6061 of the Government Code in the county where the election is to be 
held and in any newspaper of general circulation designated by the county clerk. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1985, c. 225, §1.J 

1642.3. Notify central committees. 
(a) Following the notification of the precinct board members appointed pursuant 

to Section 1641, the county clerk shall mail or deliver to the county central commit
tee of each qualified political party a copy of the list, and the clerk may notify the 
same committee of any substitute appointments that are made until the time the 
notice of final order is sent to the precinct inspector. This list shall have the names 
of precinct board members in precinct order. 

(b) In addition, the clerk shall make available a copy of the list prescribed in 
subdivision (a) to any person requesting a copy. 

Any person requesting a copy of the list shall sign a roster specifying his or her 
name, telephone number, and address and shall provide the clerk with adequate 
personal identification. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1985, c. 225, §2.J 

1642.9. Local publication of board members and polling places. 
In each county where the county clerk determines that the public interest, 

convenience, and necessity require the local publication of the list of the names of 
precinct board members appointed and polling places designated for each election 
precinct in order to afford adequate notice of this subject to the electorate, publica
tion of this list shall be made as provided in this section and Section 1643. 

After such determination, the county clerk shall divide and distribute the list of 
precinct board members and polling places and cause the same to be published in 
newspapers of general circulation published in different places in the county as 
hereinafter provided, the publication to be at least one week before the day of 
election. The list of precinct board members appointed need not be in precinct order 
for purposes of publication, at the discretion of the county clerk. 

Divisions of the list of names of the precinct board members and polling places 
may be published in that daily newspaper of general circulation published or 
circulated in one or more cities in the county, with the exception of the county seat, 
which it is determined will give to the electorate in each city adequate notice of the 
election. If there is no daily newspaper, publication may be made in a semiweekly 
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Chapter 2. Precinct Boards 1645. 

newspaper, a triweekly newspaper, or a weekly newspaper of general circulation 
which it is determined will give the electorate in the city adequate notice of the 
election. 

The list of names of the precinct board members appointed and polling places 
designated for various portions of the unincorporated area of the county and of the 
county seat may be published in those daily, semiweekly, triweekly, or weekly 
newspapers of general circulation published or circulated within the various 
portions of the unincorporated area and the county seat, deemed by the county 
clerk to be those newspapers which will give adequate notice of the election to the 
voters of the respective portions of the unincorporated area and the county Seat. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1985, c. 225, §3.! 

1643. Contracts for publication. 
The county clerk shall let the contracts for publication, pursuant to Section 

1642.9, of the list of the names of precinct board members appointed and polling 
places designated for each election precinct, and shall determine the rate to be paid 
for the publication of the list or any portion of the list. 

The publication rate shall be based on a common denominator of measurement 
for all newspapers and may be graduated according to circulation. 

Contracts for the publication shall include the publication of the proper portion 
of the list of precinct board members and polling places and all other items relating 
to that portion required by law to be published. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c.1203, §2.! 

1643.3. Publication of precinct board member's party affiliation. 
In any case where the provisions of this chapter require the publication or 

distribution of a list of the names of precinct board members, or a portion of the 
list, the officers charged with the duty of publication shall ascertain the name of the 
political party, if any, with which each such precinct board member is affiliated, as 
shown in the affidavit of registration of such person. When the list is published or 
distributed there shall be printed the name of the board member's party or an 
abbreviation of the name to the right of the name, or immediately below the name, 
of each such precinct board member. If a precinct board member is not affiliated 
with a political party, the words ''''No party," "''Nonpartisan,'' or ""Decline to state" 
shall be printed in place of the party name. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1985, c. 225, §4.! 

1644. Precinct on federal property. 
Whenever a precinct is entirely owned or controlled by the United States, and 

no permission is granted by the federal authorities for the establishment of precinct 
boards and polling places, precinct boards need not be appointed nor polling places 
designated, but in lieu thereof the clerk shall, not less than 29 days prior to election 
day, furnish an application blank for an absent voter ballot to each voter qualified 
to vote at the election, together with a statement that there will be no polling place 
within such precinct, and if the voter desires to vote at the election application for 
an absent voter ballot must be made not less than seven days before the election. 
The order of the clerk shall state that in such precincts where no precinct boards 
are appointed nor polling places designated, the qualified voters of such precincts, 
if they wish to vote, shall vote by absent voter ballots. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c.1203, §2.! 

1645. Fonn of notice to inspector. 

The clerk shall immediately mail or deliver to each person appointed as inspec· 
tor a notice showing the precinct polling place and the voters appointed to serve 
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1646. DIVISION 3. PRECINCTS AND PRECINCT BOARDS I 
as election officers in that precinct. The notice shall be substantially in the following I 
form: 

Office of the County Clerk 
(or Registrar of Voters), 
City Clerk or Secretary, 
Countyof ___ _ 

NOTICE TO INSPECTOR 

To ___ ~. inspector for ____ Precinct 

The polling place for the Precinct at the election to be held on 
___ --;- will be and the precinct board for that precinct will be 
composed of you and the following named persons: 

Position Name Address 

You, as inspector I before the polls are opened shall see that each of the other 
persons serving on the board has signed the declaration required by law and which 
will be found set forth in the roster and that no person is permitted to act as a 
precinct officer unless that person has signed such declaration and is otherwise 
qualified to act as a precinct officer. You shall also see that each member of the 
board signs the tally sheet following the tally of the votes. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1646. Excusing board members. 

County Clerk, City Clerk, Secretary 
(or other official). 

In constituting precinct boards, the clerk may excuse persons appointed whom 
the clerk is satisfied ought to be excused. Substitutions may be made when any 
person appointed is excused or found disqualified or incompetent, until a final or 
amended list of election officers is sent to the inspector for that precinct. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c.1203, §2.! 

1647. Amended list of officers. 
The amended list of officers appointed in any precinct shall be the final order of 

appointment for that precinct. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c.1203, §2.J 

1648. Written order to appoint precinct board members or designate polling 
place. 

li the precinct board members for any precinct have not been appointed or 
cannot serve, or the polling place has not been designated prior to an election, the 
clerk shall by written order, immediately appoint the precinct board members or 
designate the polling place for the precinct, as the case may require, and shall notify 
each precinct board member of such appointment. 
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Chapter 2. Precinct Boards 1655. 

If at this time the clerk cannot make suitable arrangements for a polling place in 
any precinct in which none has been designated, the clerk may designate a polling 
place in any contiguous precinct. Any precinct board member serving in such 
polling place shall be regarded as serving in the proper precinct within the meaning 
of this chapter. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1981, c. 1114, §4.) 

1649. Failure of board member to appear at opening of polls. 
If any member of a precinct board does not appear at the opening of the polls 

on the morning of an election, those voters present, including members of the 
board, shall appoint a voter to fill the vacancy. If none of the members appointed 
appears at that time, the voters of the precinct present at that time may appoint a 
board. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §2') 

1650. Change of polling place. 
If, for any valid reason, the polling place designated for any precinct cannot be 

used and this fact is known in sufficient time to allow a mailed notice to be received 
before the election, the clerk may designate another polling place and shall mail, 
postage prepaid, to each voter in the precinct a notice showing this change. 

If the information is not known in sufficient time for such mailing, the precinct 
board acting for that precinct, on the day of election, shall designate another polling 
place as near the place first designated as possible, post notice on or near the place 
first designated and conduct the election at the new location. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1651. Appointment of judge or clerk by inspector. 
The inspector shall appoint a judge or clerk to replace any judge or clerk who 

ceases to act or becomes incapacitated during the progress of an election. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §2.J 

1652. Appointment of inspector by precinct board. 
If the inspector ceases to act a majori ty of the remaining members of the precinct 

board may appoint a substitute. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §2.! 

1653. Compensation of precinct board members. 
Each member of a precinct board shall receive compensation for services a sum 

fixed by the board of supervisors of the county which sum shall be paid out of the 
treasury of the county in which the election is held. The inspector may receive more 
compensation than the other members of the precinct board. The additional com
pensation to the inspector is for services rendered in securing precinct board 
members and other duties which may be directed by the clerk. 

(Amended by 5tats.1981, c.1114, §5.! 

1654. Compensation for assignment or transfer. 
No public agency shall be required as the result of any assignment or transfer 

to pay the compensation of an election officer for services as such to any person 
other than the election officer to whom such compensation is due. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §2.! 

1655. Discharge prohibited due to absence on election day. 
No person shall be suspended or discharged from any service or employment 

because of absence while serving as an election officer on electiqn day. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1981, c. 1114, §6') 
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Chapter 1. Established Election Dates 2503. 

DIVISION 4. ELECTION DATES 
Chapter 1. Established Election Dates 

2500. Three regular election dates. 
Three regular election dates shall be established in each year as follows: 

(1) The second Tuesday of April of each even-numbered year. 
(2) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each odd-numbered 

year. 

(3) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in June of each year. 
(4) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each year. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1978, c. 1376, §12.) 

2501. Statewide election dates. 
Elections held in June and November of each even-numbered year shall be 

statewide elections and these dates shall be considered statewide election dates. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1155, §2.) 

2502. Date all state, county, municipal, district and school elections to be held. 
Except as provided in Section 2503, notwithstanding any other provisions of 

law, all state, county, municipal, district, and school district elections shall be held 
on the established election date nearest to the date on which they would be held in 
the absence of this chapter. If the election is held on a statewide election date it shall 
be consolidated with the statewide election according to the provisions of Part 2.5 
(commencing with Section 23300) of Division 14 except that, in counties of the first 
class, the board of supervisors may deny any request for consolidation, if it finds 
that the ballot style, voting equipment, or computer capacity is such that additional 
elections or materials cannot be handled. The procedural requirements prescribed 
for any such election shall be construed as if the provisions of this section were 
specifically set forth in the provisions relating to that election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1985, c. 897, §1.) 

2503. Exceptions of this chapter. 
This chapter shall not apply to the following: 
(I) Any special election called by the Governor. 
(2) Elections held in chartered cities or chartered counties in which the charter 

provisions are inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) School governing board elections consolidated pursuant to Section 5006 of 
the Education Code or initiated by petition pursuant to Section 5091 of the Educa
tion Code . 

(4) Elections of any kind required or permitted to be held by a school district 
located in a chartered city or county when such election is consolidated with a 
regular city or county election held in a jurisdiction which includes 95 percent or 
more of the school districrs population. 

(5) County, municipal, district, and school district initiative, referendum, or 
recall elections. 

(6) Any election conducted solely by mailed ballot pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2. 

(Amended by Siais. 1979, c. 424, §4.) 
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Chapter 1.5. Election Day 

2520. Day of week; preceding or following a state holiday. 
Except as provided in Sections 2604 and 23509.5, no election shall be held on any 

day other than a Tuesday, nor shall any election be held on the day before, the day 
of, or the day after a state holiday. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1991, c. 393, §5J 

Chapter 2. Statewide Elections 

2550. Date of statewide general election. 
The statewide general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday of November in each even-numbered year. 
(Added by Slats. 1976, c.1155, §2J 

2551. Date of statewide direct primary. 
The statewide direct primary shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in June in each even-numbered year. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1155, §2.1 

2552. Date of presidential primary. 
The presidential primary shall be consolidated with the statewide direct pri

mary held in any year evenly divisible by the whole number four. 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1155, §2J 

2553. Proclamation calling election. 
For each statewide election the Governor shall issue a proclamation calling the 

election. The proclamation shall be issued by the Governor under his or her hand 
and the Great Seal of the state no later than the l48th day prior to the election and 
shall state the time of the election and the offices, if any, to be filled. Copies of the 
proclamation shall be transmitted by the Governor to the boards of supervisors of 
the counties. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c.198, §1.1 

2554. Publication of notice of election by clerk. 
The clerk conducting the election shall publish a notice of the election in a 

newspaper of general circulation once within the territory where the election is to 
be held. The notice shall contain a statement of: 

(a) The date of the election. 
(b) The purpose of the election specifying offices to be filled, if any. 
(c) The hours the polls are to be open. 
The notice of election shall be published no later than 50 days before the election. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1155, §2.1 

Chapter 3. Local Elections 

2600. Election to select county officers, 
Except as otherwise provided in the Government Code, an election to select 

county officers shall be held with the statewide primary at which candidates for 
Governor are nominated. In the event that county officers are not elected pursuant 
to Sections 6611 and 6612, this election shall be deemed a primary election and a 
county general election shall be held with the statewide general election to select 
county officers. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c.1155, §2.1 
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Chapter 4. Special Elections 2652. 

2601. Date of general municipal elections. 
Except as provided in Sections 35443, 36503.5, and 36504 of the Government 

Code, a general municipal election shall be held on the second Tuesday in April of 
even-numbered years. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1982, c. 466, §43.) 

2602. Date of school district governing board member election. 
Except as otherwise provided, the regular election to select governing board 

members in any school district or community college district shall be held on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each odd-numbered year. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 667, §13') 

2603. Date of general district election. 
A general district election to elect members of the governing board shall be held 

in each special district subject to the provisions of Division 14 (commencing with 
Section 22000) on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November of each 
odd-numbered year. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1155, §2.! 

2604. Date of governing board special district election. 
If any election to choose members of the governing board of a special district is 

to be totally conducted by mailed ballot, it shall be held on the first Tuesday 
following the first Monday in September of each odd-numbered year, except as 
provided in Section 23509.5. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1978, c. 1376, §14.2.) 

Chapter 4. Special Elections 

2650. Date of special elections. 
Each special election shall be held on one of the established election dates set by 

this division or on the date of any statewide special election except as provided in 
Section 2503. 

(Amended by 5tats.1981, c.1114, §7.! 

2651. Proclamation calling special election due to congressional or legislative 
vacancy. 

The Governor shall call all statewide special elections by issuing a proclamation 
pursuant to Section 2553. In the case of a vacancy in a congressional or legislative 
office the Governor shall issue a proclamation, within 14 calendar days of the 
occurrence of the vacancy, calling a special election in accordance with Section 
7200.5. 

A copy of the proclamation shall be sent to the board of supervisors of every 
affected county and a noticeof election published in accordance with the provisions 
01 Section 2554 . 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 198, §2.! 

2652. Vacancy in congressional and legislative office. 
When a vacancy occurs in a congressional office after the close of the nomination 

period in the final year of the term of office, the Governor may decline to issue an 
election proclamation at his discretion. 

When a vacancy occurs in a legislative office after the close of the nomination 
period in the final year of the term of office, no special election shall be held. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1155, §2.) 
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2653. Special local elections. 
For a special local election, the governing body of the local agency shall issue a 

proclamation or a resolution calling the election which shall be published pursuant 
to Section 2554. 

(Added by SlaI5.1976, c. 1155, §2.) 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3502. 

DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITIED TO 
THE VOTERS 

Chapter 1. State Elections 

Article 1. Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

3500. Scope of article. 
This article applies only to initiative and referendum measures affecting the 

Constitution or laws of the state. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3501. Fonn of heading of initiative measure. 

The heading of a proposed initiative measure shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

Initiative Measure to Be Submitted Directly to the Voters 
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and sum

mary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure: 
(Here set forth the title and summary prepared by the Attorney General. This 

title and summary must also be printed across the top of each page of the petition 
whereon signatures are to appear.) 

To the Honorable Secretary of State of California 

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified voters of California, residents of 
.,,---:c-c-:- County (or City and County), hereby propose amendments to the 
Constitution of California (the Code, relating to ) and 
petition the Secretary of State to submit the same to the voters of California for their 
adoption or rejection at the next succeeding general election or at any special 
statewide election held prior to that general election or otherwise provided by law. 
The proposed constitutional (or statutory) amendments (full title and text of the 
measure) read as follows: 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3502. Draft of petition submitted to the Attorney General; request for tiUe 
and summary. 

Prior to the circulation of any initiative or referendum petition for signatures, a 
draft of the proposed measure shall be submitted to the Attorney General with a 
written request that a title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the 
proposed measure be prepared. The title and summary shall not exceed a total of 
100 words . 

The persons presenting the request shall be known as the "proponents." 
The Attorney General shall preserve the written request until after the next 

general election. 
The written request shall be accompanied by a written statement, signed by each 

proponent under penalty of perjury, that no appropriation for a particular project 
contained within the text of the proposed measure, if any, was included in exchange 
for a campaign contribution or a pledge for a campaign contribution for purposes 
of qualifying the proposed measure for the ballot. 

(Amended by 5Iats.1991, c.1189, §1.) 
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3502.05. Legislative Counsel to provide title and summary when Attorney 
General is a proponent. 

In the event that the Attorney General is a proponent of a proposed measure, 
the title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure, 
including an estimate or opinion on the financial impact of the measure, shall be 
prepared by the Legislative Counsel, and the other duties of the Attorney General 
specified in this chapter with respect to the title and summary and an estimate of 
the financial effect of the measure shall be performed by the Legislative Counsel. 

(Added by Stats.1991, c.l042, §J.) 

3503. Attorney General to prepare summary and ballot title. 
Upon receipt of a draft of a petition, the Attorney General shall prepare a 

summary of the chief purposes and points of the proposed measure. The summary 
shall be prepared in the manner provided for the preparation of ballot titles in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 3530), the provisions of which in regard to the 
preparation, filing, and settlement of titles and summaries are hereby made appli
cable to the summary. The Attorney General shall provide a copy of the title and 
summary to the Secretary of State within 1S days after receipt of the final version 
of a proposed initiative measure, or if a fiscal estimate or opinion is to be included, 
within 15 days after receipt of the fiscal estimate or opinion prepared by the 
Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee pursuant to 
Section 3504. 

If during the I5-day period, the proponents of the proposed initiative measure 
submi t amendments, other than technical, nonsubstantive amendments, to the final 
version of the measure, the Attorney General shall provide a copy of the title and 
summary to the Secretary of State within 15 days after receipt of the amendments. 

The proponents of any initiative measure shall, at the time of submitting the 
draft of the measure to the Attorney General, pay a fee of two hundred dollars 
($200), which shall be placed in a trust fund in the office of the Treasurer and 
refunded to the proponents if, within two years from the date the summary is 
furnished to the proponents, the measure qualifies for the ballot. If the measure 
does not qualify within that period, the fee shall be immediately paid into the 
General Fund of the state. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 232, §1.) 

3504. State in title of initiative any change in revenue or local govemmenl 
Notwithstanding Section 3503, the Attorney General, in preparing a title or 

summary for an initiative measure, shall determine whether the substance thereof 
if adopted would affect the revenues or expenditures of the state or local govern
ment, and if he or she determines that it would, he or she shall include in the title 
either the estimate of the amount of any increase or decrease in revenues or costs 
to the state or local government, or an opinion as to whether or not a substantial 
net change in state or local finances would result, if the proposed initiative is 
adopted. 

The estimates as required by this section shall be made jointly by the Department 
of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, who shall deliver them to 
the Attorney General so that he or she may include them in the titles prepared by 
him or her. 

The estimate shall be delivered to the Attorney General within 25 working days 
from the date of receipt of the final version of the proposed initiative from the 
Attorney General, unless in the opinion of both the Department of Finance and the 
Joint Legislative Budget Committee a reasonable estimate of the net impact of the 
proposed initiative cannot be prepared within the 25- day period. In the latter case, 
the Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Commi ttee shall, within 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3510. 

the 25-day period, give the Attorney General their opinion as to whether or not a 
substantial net change in state or local finances would result if the proposed 
initiative is adopted. 

Any statement of fiscal impact prepared by the Legislative Analyst pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 12172 of the Government Code may be used by the 
Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee in the prepa
ration of the fiscal estimate or the opinion. 

(Amended by Slals. 1992, c. 232, §2.J 

3505. Submission at next election shall not prevent submission at succeeding 
election. 

If for any reason any initiative or referendum measure, proposed by petition as 
provided by this article, is not submitted to the voters at the next succeeding 
statewide election, such failure shall not prevent its submission at a succeeding 
statewide election. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.i 

3506. Copies of petition summary transmitted to the Senate and Assembly. 
Immediately upon the preparation of the summary of an initiative or referen· 

dum petition, the Attorney General shall forthwith transmit copies of the text of 
the measure and summary to the Senate and Assembly. The appropriate commit
tees of each house may hold public hearings on the subject of the measure; 
provided, that nothing in this section shall be construed as authority for the 
Legislature to alter the measure or prevent it from appearing on the ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3507. Fonn of petitioni Attorney General's summary placement. 
Every proposed initiative measure, prior to circulation, shall have placed across 

the top of the petition in l2-pointor larger roman boldface type, all of the following: 
(a) The summary prepared by the Attorney General upon each page of the 

petition on which signatures are to appear. 
(b) The summary prepared by the Attorney General upon each section of the 

petition preceding the text of the measure. 
(c) The summary prepared by the Attorney General as required by subdivision 

(b) shall be preceded by the following statement: "Initiative measure to be submit
ted directly to the voters." 

(Added by Stats. 1986, c. 1277, §5.i 

3508. Fonn of petition; space for use of clerk. 
A space at least one inch wide shall be left blank across the top of each page of 

every initiative petition and after the name of each voter who has signed the petition 
for the use of the clerk in verifying the petition. 

(Added by 5tals.1986, c. 1277, §7.) 

3509. Fonn of petition; referendum . 
Across the top of each page of a referendum petition, there shall be printed in 

12-point boldface type the following: 
"Referendum Against an Act Passed by the Legislature." 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3510. Fonn of referendum petition. 
Across the top of each page after the first page of every referendum petition or 

section of a referendum petition, which is prepared and circulated, there shall be 
printed in 18-point gothic type a short title, in not to exceed 20 words, showing the 
nature of the petition and the subject to which it relates. 
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A space at least one inch wide shall be left blank at the top of each page and after 
each name, for the use of the clerk, in verifying the petition. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1983, c. 812, §4J 

3511. Officer shall not receive petition which does not conform. 
Officers required by law to receive or file in their offices any initiative or 

referendum petition shall not receive or file any initiative or referendum petition 
which does not conform with the provisions of this article. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3513. "Official summary daten definition and notification. 
The date a summary of a proposed initiative measure is delivered or mailed by 

the Attorney General to the proponents is designated the "official summary date" 
for the proposed initiative measure. The Attorney General shall immediately notify 
the Secretary of State of that date and send the Secretary of State a copy of the 
summary. The Secretary of State immediately shall notify the proponents and 
county clerk of each county of the official summary date and mall a copy of the 
summary to each county clerk. This notification shall also include a complete 
schedule showing the maximum filing deadline, and the certification deadline by 
the counties to the Secretary of State. 

No petitions for a proposed initiative measure shall be circulated for signatures 
prior to the official summary date. Petitions with signatures on a proposed initiative 
measure shall be filed with the county clerk not later than 150 days from the official 
summary date, and no county derk shall accept petitions on the proposed initiative 
measure after that period. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

3514. Qualification time limit for placement upon ballot. 
Notwithstanding any other proviSion of law, no initiative or referendum shall 

be placed on a statewide special election ballot which qualifies less than 131 days 
before the da te of the election. 

(Amended by Slats. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

3515. Form of petition; full title and text on each section. 
Any initiative or referendum petition may be presented in sections, but each 

section shall contain a full and correct copy of the title and text of the proposed 
measure. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3J 

3515.1. Pamphlet describing procedures for circulating petition. 
The Secretary of State shall prepare and provide to any person upon request a 

pamphlet which describes the procedures and requirements for preparing and 
circulating a statewide initiative measure and for filing sections of the petition, and 
which describes the procedure used in determining and verifying the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1278, §3J 

Article 2. Petition Signatures 

3516. Form of petitioni signature and address. 
The petition sections shall be designed so that each signer shall personally affix 

his or her: 
(a) Signature; 
(b) Printed name; 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3520. 

(c) Residence address, giving street and number, or if no street or number exists, 
adequate designation of residence so that the location may be readily ascertained; 
and 

(d) Name of incorporated city or unincorporated community. 

Only a person who is a qualified registered voter at the time of signing the 
petition is entitled to sign it. 

The number of signatures attached to each section shall be at the pleasure of the 
person soliciting the signatures. 

(Adde4 by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3517. Registered voter may circulate; section must show county. 
Any qualified registered voter may circulate an initiative or referendum petition 

anywhere within the state. Each section of the petition shall bear the name of a 
county or city and county, and only qualified registered voters of that county or 
city and county shall sign such section. 

Any circulator may sign the section he or she is circulating as provided in Section 
53. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3; Amende4 by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §1.5.J 

3519. Declaration of solicitor. 
(a) Each section shall have attached thereto the declaration of the person 

soliciting the signatures setting forth the information required by Section 44 and 
stating that the circulator is a registered voter of the state. 

(b) The circulator shall certify to the content of the declaration as to its truth and 
correctness, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, with 
the signature of his or her name at length, including given name, middle name or 
initial. The circulator shall state the date and the place of execution on the declara
tion immediately preceding his or her signature. 

No other declaration thereto shall be required. 
Petitions so verified shall be prima facie evidence that the signatures thereon 

are genuine and that the persons signing are qualified voters. Unless and until it 
be otherwise proven upon official investigation, it shall be presumed that the 
petition presented contains the signatures of the requisite number of qualified 
voters. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 393, §6.! 

Article 3. Filing Petitions 

3520. Filing of petitions; examination of signatures. 
(a) Each section of the petition shall be filed with the elections official of the 

county or city and county in which it was circulated, but all sections circulated in 
any county or city and county shall be filed at the same time. Once filed, no petition 
section shall be amended except by order of a court of competent jurisdiction . 

(b) Within eight days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, after the 
filing of the petition, the elections official shall determine the total number of 
signatures affixed to the petition and shall transmi t this information to the Secretary 
of State. If the total number of signatures filed with all elections officials is less than 
100 percent of the number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient, 
the Secretary of State shall so notify the proponents and the elections officials and 
no further action shall be taken in regard to the petition. 

(c) If the number of signatures filed with all elections officials is 100 percent or 
more of the number of qualified voters needed to declare the petition sufficient, the 
Secretary of State shall immediately so notify the elections officials. 
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3521. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITIED TO THE VOTERS 

(d) Within 30 days after this notification, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays, the elections official shall determine the number of qualified voters who 
have signed the petition. If more than 500 names have been signed on sections of 
the petition filed with an elections official, the elections official shall use a random 
sampling technique for verification of signatures, as determined by the Secretary 
of State. The random sample of signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such a 
manner that every signature filed with the elections official shall be given an equal 
opportunity to be included in the sample. The random sampling shall include an 
examination of at least 500 or 3 percent of the signatures, whichever is greater. In 
determining from the records of registration what number of qualified voters have 
signed the petition, the elections official may use the duplicate file of affidavits of 
registered voters or the facsimiles of voters' signatures, provided that the method 
of preparing and displaying the facsimiles complies with law. 

(e) The elections official, upon the completion of the examination, shall imme
diately attach to the petition, except the signatures thereto appended, a certificate 
properly dated, showing the result of the examination and shall immediately 
transmit the petition, together with the certificate, to the Secretary of State. A copy 
of this certificate shall be filed in the elections official's office. 

<0 If the certificates received from all elections officials by the Secretary of State 
establish that the number of valid signatures does not equal 95 percent of the 
number of qualified voters needed to find the petition sufficient, the petition shall 
be deemed to have failed to qualify, and the Secretary of State shall immediately 
so notify the proponents and the elections officials. 

(g) If the certificates received from all elections officials by the Secretary of State 
total more than 110 percent of the number of qualified voters needed to fmd the 
petition sufficient, the petition shall be deemed to qualify as of the date of receipt 
by the Secretary of State of certificates showing the petition to have reached the 110 
percent, and the Secretary of State shall immediately so notify the proponents and 
the elections officials. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1992, c. 427, §29.J 

3521. Examination of signatures and certification. 
(a) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is within 

95 to 110 percent of the number of signatures of qualified voters needed to declare 
the petition sufficient, the Secretary of State shall order the examination and 
verification of each signature filed and shall so notify the county derks. 

(b) Within 30 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, after receipt of 
the order, the clerk or registrar of voters shall determine from the records of 
registration what number of qualified voters have signed the petition and if 
necessary the board of supervisors shall allow the clerk or registrar additional 
assistance for the purpose of examining the petition and provide for their compen
sation. In determining from the records of registration what number of qualified 
voters have signed the petition, the clerk or registrar of voters may use any file or 
list of registered voters maintained by his or her office or the facsimiles of voters' 
signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the facsimiles 
complies with law. 

(c) The clerk or registrar, upon the completion of the examination, shall imme
diately attach to the petition, except the signatures thereto appended, an amended 
certificate properly dated, showing the result of the examination and shall imme
diately transmit the petition, together with the amended certificate, to the Secretary 
of State. A copy ofthe amended certificate shall be filed in the clerk's office. 

(d) If the amended certificates establish that the petition is sufficient, the petition 
shall be deemed to be filed as of the date of receipt by the Secretary of State of 

1993 82 

I 
I 

fI 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,j 

I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
It 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 1. State Elections 3524. 

certificates showing the petition to be signed by the requisite number of voters of 
the state. 

If the amended certificates received from all county derks by the Secretary of 
State establish that the petition has still been found insuffident, the Secretary of 
State shall immediately so notify the proponents and the county clerks. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 127, §2.! 

3522. Only proponents may submit petitions. 
The right to file the petition shall be reserved to its proponents, and any section 

thereof presented for filing by any person or persons other than the proponents of 
a measure or by persons duly authorized in writing by one or more of the 
proponents shall be disregarded by the county clerk or registrar of voters. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 260, §1.! 

3523. Notice of qualification. 

When the Secretary of State shall have received from one or more clerks or 
registrars a petition certified as herein provided to have been signed by the requisite 
number of qualified voters, the Secretary of State shall forthwith notify the propo
nents and immediately transmit to the clerk or registrar of voters of every county 
or city and county in the state, a certificate showing this fact so that signature 
verification can be terminated. A petition shall be deemed to be filed with the 
Secretary of State upon the date of the receipt by the Secretary of State of a certificate 
or certificates showing the petition to be signed by the requisite number of voters 
of the state. Any clerk or registrar of voters shall, upon receipt of such copy, file the 
notification for record in that office. The duties imposed by this article upon the 
clerk or registrar of voters shall be performed by the registrar of voters in all 
instances where the office of registrar of voters exists. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3523.1. Copies of initiative measures transmitted to Senate and Assembly; 
joint public hearings. 

Upon the certification of an initiative measure for the ballot, the Secretary of 
State shall transmit copies of the initiative measure, together with the ballot title as 
prepared by the Attorney General pursuant to Section 3530, to the Senate and 
Assembly. Each house shall assign the initiative measure to its appropriate com
mittees, The appropriate committees shall hold joint public hearings on the subject 
of such measure prior to the date of the election at which the measure is to be voted 
upon; provided, that no such hearing may be held within 30 days prior to the date 
of the election. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as authority for the Legislature to alter 
the initiative measure or prevent it from appearing on the ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1980, c. 54, §1.) 

3524. Number of signatures required for a proposed statute or amendment to 
the Constitution. 

An initiative measure may be proposed by presenting to the Secretary of State 
a petition that sets forth the text of the proposed statute or amendment to the 
Constitution and is certified to have been signed by registered voters equal in 
number to 5 percent in the case of a statute, and 8 percent in the case of an 
amendment to the Constitution, of the voters for all candidates for Governor at the 
last gubernatorial election preceding the issuance of the title and summary for the 
initiative measure by the Attorney General. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §14.! 
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Article 4. Measures Proposed by the Legislature 

3525. Measure on ballot at first statewide election after 131 days. 
Every constitutional amendment, bond measure, or other legislative measure 

submitted to the people by the Legislature shall appear on the ballot of the first 
statewide election occurring at least 131 days after the adoption of the proposal by 
the Legislature. 

(Amended by Stats. 1985, c. 358, §l.) 

3526. Argument for adoption. 
Whenever the Legislature submits any measure to the voters of the state, the 

author of the measure and no more than two persons appointed by the author may 
draft an argument for the adoption of the measure, or the author of the measure 
may appoint no mOTe than three persons to draft the argument. In no case shall 
more than three persons write the argument. This argument shall not exceed 500 
words in length. 

If the author of the meaSure desires separate arguments to be written in its favor 
by each person appointed, separate arguments may be written, but the combined 
length of the arguments shall not exceed 500 words. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 232, §3.J 

3527. Argument against adoption. 
If a measure submitted to the voters by the Legislature was not adopted 

unanimously, one member of each house who voted against it shall be appointed 
by the presiding officers of the respective houses, at the same time as appointments 
to draft an argument in its favor are made, to write an argument against the 
measure. The argument shall not exceed 500 words. 

If those members appointed to write an argument against the measure so choose, 
each may write a separate argument opposing it, but the combined length of the 
two arguments shall not exceed 500 words. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3528. Arguments submitted to Secretary of State. 
Arguments prepared by legislators and their appointees shall be submitted to 

the Secretary of State no later than a date to be designated by the Secretary of State. 
The arguments may not be amended or changed after submission. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3529. Voter may request and prepare argument. 
If an argument for or an argument against a measure submitted to the voters by 

the Legislature has not been filed by a Member of the Legislature, any voter may 
request the Secretary of State for permission to prepare and file an argument for 
either side on which no argument has been prepared by a Member of the Legisla
ture. The Secretary of State shall grant permission unless two or more voters request 
permission to submit arguments on the same side of a measure, in which event the 
Secretary of State shall designate one of the voters to write the argument. Any 
argument prepared pursuant to this section shall be submitted to the Secretary of 
State by a date sufficient to meet ballot printing deadlines. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

Article 5. Ballot Titles 

3530. Attorney General shall provide ballot title. 
The Attorney General shall provide and return to the Secretary of State a ballot 

title for each measure submitted to the voters of the whole state. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3561. 

3531. Any person may request ballot title. 
Any person who is interested in any proposed measure may at any time prior 

to 150 days before the election at which the measure is to be voted upon, file a copy 
of it with the Secretary of State, together with a request that a ballot title be prepared 
for it. This request shall be accompanied by the address of the person or association 
of persons proposing the measure. The Secretary of State shall immediately trans
mit a copy of the measure to the Attorney General. Within 10 days after it is filed, 
the Attorney General shall provide and return to the Secretary of State a ballot title 
for the measure. The ballot title may differ from the legislative or other title of the 
measure and shall express in not exceeding 100 words the purpose of the measure. 
In providing the ballot title, the Attorney General shall give a true and impartial 
statement of the purpose of the measure in such language that the ballot title shall 
not be an argument or likely to create prejudice either for or against the measure. 
- (Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3532. Secretary of State shall mail ballot title to requestors. 
Immediately upon receipt of the ballot title prepared by the Attorney General, 

the Secretary of State shall mail to all persons who may have requested the 
preparation of that ballot title, a notice addressed to them at the address accompa
nying the request, stating that the Attorney General has made and returned the 
ballot title. The notice shall also contain a copy of the ballot title prepared by the 
Attorney General. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3533. Measure shall be designated by ballot title. 
Each measure shall be deSignated on the ballot by the ballot title certified to the 

Secretary of State by the Attorney General. 
(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

Article 6. Arguments Concerning Measure Submitted to Voters 

3559. Request voters to submit arguments. 

In case either the argument for or the argument against any measure placed on 
the ballot is not prepared and filed, the Secretary of State shall by a general press 
release, request voters to submit arguments. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3560. Request 100 days prior to election. 

The press release shall be mailed at least 100 days prior to the date of the election 
at which a measure is to be voted upon. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3561. Form of press release requesting arguments . 

The press release shall consist of an announcement containing: 

(a) A summary of the essential nature or purpose of the measure for or against 
which no argument has been prepared or filed. 

(b) A statement as to whether the affirmative, negative or both arguments have 
not been filed. 

(c) An invitation to any voter or group of voters to submit and file with the 
Secretary of State, within the time limit, arguments for or against the measure as to 
which affirmative or negative arguments have not been filed. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 
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3562. Press release summary shall be official summary. 
The summary of a measure given in the press release shall be the official 

summary which has been prepared by the Attorney General. The Legislative 
Counsel Bureau shall prepare the summary on all other measures. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

3563. Voter may prepare argument. 
Any voter or group of voters may, at any time within the time limit, prepare and 

file with the Secretary of State an argument for or against any measure as to which 
arguments have not been prepared or filed. The argument shall not exceed 500 
words in length. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3564. Items and requirements to accompany ballot argument. 
A ballot argument shall not be accepted under this article unless accompanied 

by all of the following: 
(a) The name, business or home address, and telephone number of each person 

submitting the argument. 
(b) H the argument is submitted on behalf of an organization, the name, business 

address, and telephone number of the organization and of at least two of its 
principal officers. 

(c) The name, business or home address, and telephone number of a contact 
person for each individual or organization submitting the argument. 

(d) If the argument is signed by anyone other than the proponent or legislative 
author, the name and official title of the person or persons authorized by the 
proponent to sign the argument. 

(e) The signed statement required by Section 5350. 
(0 No person signing an argument for or against a measure or a rebuttal to an 

argument for or against a measure may identify himself or herself in reference to 
that signature as a candidate for any office. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1992, c. 232, §4.) 

3564.1. Consent of person named. 
A ballot argument or a rebuttal argument which includes in its text the name or 

title of a person, other than the author of the argument, who is represented as being 
for or against a measure, shall not be accepted unless the argument is accompanied 
by a signed consent of that person. The consent of a person, other than an individ
ual, shall be signed by an officer or other duly authorized representative. ''Person'' 
as used in this section means any individual. partnership, corporation, association, 
committee, labor organization, and any other organization or group of persons. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 983, §4.) 

3565. Secretary of State to select argument if more than one. 
If more than one argument for or more than one argument against any measure 

is filed within the time prescribed, the Secretary of State shall select one of the 
arguments for printing in the ballot pamphlets. In selecting the argument the 
Secretary of State shall give preference and priority in the order named to the 
arguments of the following: 

(a) In the case of a measure submitted by the Legislature, Members of the 
Legislature. 

(b) In the case of an initiative or referendum measure, the proponent of the 
petition. 

(c) Bona fide associations of citizens. 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3569. 

(d) Individual voters. 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

3566. No more than three signatures . 
(a) No more than three signatures shall appear with any argument printed in 

the ballot pamphlet. In case any argument is signed by more than three persons the 
signatures of the first three shall be printed. 

(b) The Secretary of State shall provide, upon request, the name of, and a 
telephone number for, each signer of a ballot argument printed in the ballot 
pamphlet. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 51), §2.) 

3567. Submission and form of rebuttal arguments. 
When the Secretary of State has received the arguments that will be printed in 

the ballot pamphlet, the Secretary of State within five days of receipt thereof, shall 
send copies of the arguments in favor of the proposition to the authors of the 
arguments against and copies of the arguments against to the authors of the 
arguments in favor. The authors may prepare and submit rebuttal arguments not 
exceeding 250 words, or may authorize in writing any other person or persons to 
prepare, submit, or sign the rebuttal argument. The rebuttal arguments shall be 
filed with the Secretary of State no later than a date to be designated by the Secretary 
of State. 

Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct arguments. 
Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct argument which it 
seeks to rebut. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 232, §5.) 

Article 7. Ballot Pamphlet 

3567.5. Conformity of sections to Government Code. 

The provisions of Sections 3570 to 3577, inclusive, are a restatement of, and shall 
be construed in conformity with, Sections 88001 to 88007, inclusive, of the Govern
mentCode. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3,J 

3568. Secretary of State shall prepare a ballot pamphlet 
There shall be a state ballot pamphlet which shall be prepared by the Secretary 

of State. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3,J 

3569. Printing of ballot pamphlets. 
The Secretary of State shall cause to be printed as many ballot pamphlets as 

needed to comply with the provisions of this code . 
The ballot pamphlets shall be printed in the Office of State Printing unless the 

Director of General Services determines that the printing of the pamphlets in the 
Office of State Printing cannot be done adequately, competently, or satisfactorily, 
in which case the Secretary of State, subject to the approval of the Director of 
General Services, shall contract with a private printing concern for the printing of 
all or a part of the pamphlets. 

Copy for preparation of the ballot pamphlets shall be furnished to the Office of 
State Printing at least 40 days prior to the date for required delivery to the county 
clerks as provided in Section 3578. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3,J 
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3569.5. Secretary of State to include electorial procedure in state ballot 
pamphlet when justices are to be confirmed. 

If the ballot contains a question as to the confinnation of a justice of the Supreme 
Court or a court of appeal, the Secretary of State shall include in the state ballot 
pamphlet a written explanation of the electoral procedure for justices of the 
Supreme Court and the courts of appeal. The explanation shall state as follows: 

Under the California Constitution, justices of the Supreme Court and the oourts 
of appeal are subject to confirmation by the voters. The public votes "yes" or "no" 
on whether to retain each justice. 

These judicial offices are nonpartisan. 
Before a person can become an appellate justice, the Governor must submit the 

candidate's name to the Judicial Nominees Evaluation Commission, made up of 
public members and lawyers. The commission conducts a thorough review of the 
candidate's background and qualifications, with community input, and then for
wards its evaluation of the candidate to the Governor. 

The Governor then officially nominates the candidate, whose qualifications are 
subject to public comment before examination and review by the Commission on 
Judicial Appointments. That commission consists of the Chief Justice of California, 
the Attorney General of California, and a senior Presiding Justice of the Courts of 
Appeal. The Commission on Judicial Appointments must then confirm or reject the 
nomination. Only if confirmed does the nominee become a justice. 

Following confirmation, the justice is sworn into office and is subject to voter 
approval at the next gubernatorial election, and thereafter at the conclusion of each 
term. 

(Added by 5Ials.1991, c. 491, §l.) 

3570. Form of ballot pamphlet. 
The ballot pamphlet shall contain all of the following: 
(a) A complete copy of each state measure. 
(b) A copy of the specific constitutional or statutory provision, if any, which 

would be repealed or revised by each state measure. 
(c) A copy of the arguments and rebuttals for and against each state measure. 
(d) A copy of the analysis of each state measure. 
(e) Tables of contents, indexes, art work, graphics and other materials which the 

Secretary of State determines will make the ballot pamphlet easier to understand 
or more useful for the average voter. 

(0 A notice, conspicuously printed on the cover of the ballot pamphlet, indicat
ing that additional copies of the ballot pamphlet will be mailed by the county clerk 
upon request. 

(g) A written explanation of the judicial retention procedure as required by 
Section 3569.5. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c. 491, §2.! 

3571. Form of ballot pamphlet. 
The ballot pamphlet shall contain as to each state measure to be voted upon, the 

following in the order set forth in this section: 
(a) Upon the top portion of the first page and not exceeding one-third of the page 

shall appear: 
(I) The identification of the measure by number and title. 
(2) The official summary prepared by the Attorney General. 
(3) The total number of votes cast for and against the measure in both the 

State Senate and Assembly if the measure was passed by the Legislature. 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3572. 

(b) Beginning at the top of the right page shall appear the analysis prepared by 
the Legislative Analyst, provided that the analysis fits on a single page. If it does 
not fit on a single page, then the analysis shall begin on the lower portion of the 
first left page and shall continue on subsequent pages until it is completed . 

(c) Arguments for and against the measure shall be placed on the next left and 
right pages, respectively, following the page on which the analysis of the Legislative 
Analyst ends. The rebuttals shall be placed immediately below the arguments. 

(d) H no argument against the measure has been submitted, the argument for 
the measure shall appear on the right page facing the analysis. 

(e) The complete text of each measure shall appear at the back of the pamphlet. 
The text of the measure shall contain the provisions of the proposed measure and 
the existing provisions of law repealed or revised by the measure. The provisions 
of the proposed measure differing from the existing provisions of law affected shall 
be distinguished in print, so as to facilitate comparison. 

(f) The following statement shall be printed at the bottom of each page where 
arguments appear: "Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors 
and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency." 

(Amended by Siais. 1990, c.1430, §2.! 

3572. Impartial analysis prepared by Legislative Analyst. 
The Legislative Analyst shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure 

describing the measure and including a fiscal analysis of the measure showing the 
amount of any increase or decrease in revenue or cost to state or local government. 
Any estimate of increased cost to local governments shall be set out in boldface 
print in the ballot pamphlet. The analysis shall be written in clear and concise terms 
which will easily be understood by the average voter, and shall avoid the use of 
technical terms wherever possible. The analysis may contain background informa
tion, including the effect of the measure on existing law and the effect of enacted 
legislation which will become effective if the measure is adopted, and shall gener
ally set forth in an impartial manner the information which the average voter needs 
to understand the measure adequately. The Legislative Analyst may contract with 
professional writers, educational specialists or other persons for assistance in 
writing an analysis that fulfills the requirements of this section, including the 
requirement that the analysis be written so that it will be easily understood by the 
average voter. The Legislative Analyst may also request the assistance of any state 
department, agency, or official in preparing his analysis. Prior to submission of the 
analysis to the Secretary of State, the Legislative Analyst shall submit the analysis 
to a committee of five persons appointed by the Legislative Analyst for the purpose 
of reviewing the analysis to confirm its clarity and easy comprehension to the 
average voter. The committee shall be drawn from the public at large, and one 
member shall be a specialist in education, one shall be bilingual, and one shall be 
a professional writer. Members of the committee shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
and necessary expenses incurred in performing their duties. Within five days of 
the submission of the analysis to the committee, the committee shall make such 
recommendations to the Legislative Analyst as it deems appropriate to guarantee 
that the analysis can be easily understood by the average voter. The Legislative 
Analyst shall consider the committee's recommendations, and he or she shall 
incorporate in the analysis those changes recommended by the committee that he 
or she deems to be appropriate. The Legislative Analyst is solely responsible for 
determining the content of the analysis required by this section. The title of the 
measure which appears on the ballot shall be amended to contain a summary of 
the Legislative Analyst's estimate of the net state and local government financial 
impact. 

(Amended by Siais. 1985, c. 450, §1.! 
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3572.5. Discussion of state's bond indebtedness; location in ballot pamphlet. 
(a) At each statewide election at which state bond measures will be submitted 

to the voters for their approval or rejection, the ballot pamphlet for that election 
shall include a discussion, prepared by the LegislativeAnalyst, of the state's current 
bonded indebtedness situation. 

(b) This discussion shall include information as to the dollar amount of the state's 
current authorized and outstanding bonded indebtedness, the approximate per
centage of the state's General Fund revenues which are required to service this 
indebtedness, and the expected impact of the issuance of the bonds to be approved 
at the election on the items specified in this subdivision. 

(c) The discussion required by this section shall appear on a separate page in the 
ballot pamphlet immediately following the rebuttal to the argument against the last 
ballot measure included in the ballot pamphlet. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c. 1274, §l.) 

3573. Measures in ballot pamphlet same as on ballot. 
Measures shall be printed in the ballot pamphlet, so far as possible, in the same 

order, manner and form in which they are designated upon the ballot. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

3574. Printing specifications for ballot pamphlet. 
The ballot pamphlet shall be printed according to the following specifications: 
(a) The pages of the pamphlet shall be not smaller than 8-1 /2 x 11 inches in size; 
(b) It shall be printed in clear readable type, no less than 10-point, except that 

the text of any measure may be set forth in eight-point type; 
(c) It shall be printed on a quality and weight of paper which in the judgment 

of the Secretary of State best serves the voters; 
(d) The pamphlet shall contain a certificate of correctness by the Secretary of 

State. 
(Added by 5taI5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3575. Legislative Counsel shall prepare and proofread lext. 
The Legislative Counsel shall prepare and proofread the texts of all measures 

and the provisions which are repealed or revised. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3576. Writ of mandate requiring ballot pamphlet copy to be amended. 
Not less than 20 days before he or she submits the copy for the ballot pamphlet 

to the State Printer, the Secretary of State shall make the copy available for public 
examination. Any voter may seek a writ of mandate requiring any copy to be 
amended or deleted from the ballot pamphlet. A peremptory writ of mandate shall 
issue only upon dear and convincing proof that the copy in question is false, 
misleading, or inconsistent with the requirements of this code or Chapter 8 (com
mencing with Section 88000) of Title 9 of the Gov .. oment Code, and that issuance 
of the writ will not substantially interfere with the printing and distribution of the 
ballot pamphlet as required by law. Venue for a proceeding under this section shall 
be exclusively in Sacramento County. The Secretary of State shall be named as the 
respondent and the State Printer and the person or official who authored the copy 
in question shall be named as real parties in interest. If the proceeding is initiated 
by the Secretary of State, the State Printer shall be named as the respondent. 

(Added by 5tat5.1988, c. 211, §2.J 
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Chapter 1. State Elections 3579. 

3577. Legislature may amend this article. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 810120f the Government Code, the 

Legislature may without restriction amend this article to add to the ballot pamphlet 
information regarding candidates or any other information . 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3578. Secretary of State to mail state ballot pamphlets; mailing time; county 
clerk to mail state pamphlets. 

(a) The Secretary of State shall mail ballot pamphlets to voters, in those instances 
in which the county clerk uses data-processing equipment to store the information 
set forth in the affidavits of registration, before the election at which measures 
contained in the ballot pamphlet are to be voted on. The mailing shall commence 
not more than 40 days before the election and shall be completed no later than 21 
days before the election for those voters who registered on or before the 60th day 
before the election. The Secretary of State shall mail one copy of the ballot pamphlet 
to each registered voter at the postal address stated on the voter's affidavit of 
registration, or the Secretary of State may mail only one ballot pamphlet to two or 
more registered voters having the same surname and the same postal address. 

(b) In those instances in which the county clerk does not utilize data-processing 
equipment to store the information set forth in the affidavits of registration, the 
Secretary of State shall furnish ballot pamphlets to the county clerk not less than 
45 days before the election at which measures contained in the ballot pamphlet are 
to be voted on and the county clerk shall mail ballot pamphlets to voters, On the 
same dates and in the same manner provided by subdivision (a). 

(c) The Secretary of State shall provide for the mailing of ballot pamphlets to 
voters registering after the 60th day before the election and before the 28th day 
before the election, by either: (1) mailing in the manner as provided in subdivision 
(a), or (2) requiring the county clerk to mail ballot pamphlets to those voters 
registering in the county after the 60th day before the election and before the 28th 
day before the election pursuant to the provisions of this section. The second 
mailing of ballot pamphlets shall be completed no later than 10 days before the 
election. The county clerk shall mail a ballot pamphlet to any person requesting a 
ballot pamphlet. Three copies, to be supplied by the Secretary of State, shall be kept 
at every polling place, while an election is in progress, so that they may be freely 
consulted by the voters. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1982, c.1166, §1O.) 

3578.5. Reimbursement for mailing costs incurred. 
Any costs incurred by a county for mailing the ballot pamphlets pursuant to the 

provisions of subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 3578 shall be reimbursed to the 
county by the Secretary of State. 

(Added by 5tals. 1978, c. 1396, §3.! 

3579. Distribution of ballot pamphlets. 
As soon as copies of the ballot pamphlet are available, the Secretary of State shall 

immediately mail the following number of copies to the listed persons and places: 
(a) Five copies to each county clerk or registrar of voters; 

(b) Six copies to each city clerk; 
(c) Five copies to each Member of the Legislature; and 
(d) Five copies to the propone~ts of each ballot measure. 
The Secretary of State shall also mail: 
(a) Two copies to each public library and branch thereof. 
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(b) Twelve copies to each public high school or other public school teaching at 
least the 11th and 12th grades, and 25 copies to each public institution of higher 
learning. 

Upon request, and in the discretion of the Secretary of State, additional copies 
may be furnished to these persons and institutions. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §6.! 

Chapter 2. County Elections 

Article 1. Initiative 

3700. Counties may enact ordinances. 
In addition to any other method provided by law, ordinances may be enacted 

by any county pursuant to this article. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

3701. Proposed ordinances submitted to board of supervisors. 
Any proposed ordinance may be submitted to the board of supervisors by flling 

an initiative petition with the county clerk, signed by not less than the number of 
voters specified in this article. 

Each petition section shall comply with the requirements of Sections 41 and 3516 
and contain a full and correct copy of the notice of intention and accompanying 
statement including the full text of the proposed ordinance. 

(Amended by Stats. 1985, c. 1582, §2') 

3701.5. Applicability of this article when enacting or amending a county 
charter. 

Any proposal to enact, amend, or otherwise revise a county charter by initiative 
petition may be submitted to the board of supervisors and shall be subject to the 
provisions of this article. However, nothing in this article shall be construed to allow 
a board of supervisors to enact, amend, or otherwise revise a county charter without 
submitting the proposal to the voters. 

(Added by 5tats.1990, c.1161, §12.) 

3702. Notice of intent to circulate petition; filing publication. 
(a) Before circulating any initiative petition in a county, or any petition relating 

to the annexation of territory by a county, the consolidation of counties, or the 
dissolution of a county, its proponents shall file with the clerk a notice of intention 
to do so. The notice shall include the names and business or residence addresses of 
at least one but not more than five proponents of the petition, and shall be 
accompanied by the written text of the initiative and a request that a ballot title and 
summary be prepared. 

(b) Any person filing a notice of intent with the county clerk shall pay a fee to 
be established by the board of supervisors not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200) 
to be refunded to the filer if, within one year of the date of filing the notice of intent, 
the county clerk certifies the sufficiency of the petition. 

(Amended by Stais. 1990, c. 1161, §13.! 

3702.1. Form of notice of intention to circulate petition. 
The notice of intention shall contain the printed name, signature, and business 

or residence address of at least one but not more than five proponents and may 
include a printed statement, not exceeding 500 words in length, stating the reasons 
for the proposed petition. The notice shall be in substantially the following form: 

Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition 
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Chapter 2. County Elections 3704. 

Notice is hereby given by the persons whose names appear hereon of their 
intention to circulate the petition within the County of for the purpose 
of . A statement of the reasons of the proposed action as contemplated 
in the petition is as follows: (optional statement) . 

(Added by 5tats.199O, c.1161, §14.) 

3702.5. Proposed measure; tiUe and summary. 
(a) The county clerk shall immediately transmit a copy of any proposed measure 

to the county counsel. Wi thin 15 days after the proposed measure is filed, the county 
counsel shall provide and return to the county clerk a ballot title and summary for 
the proposed measure. The ballot title may differ from any other title of the 
proposed measure and shall express in 500 words or less the purpose of the 
proposed measure. In providing the ballot title, the county counsel shall give a true 
and impartial statement of the purpose of the proposed measure in such language 
that the ballot title shall neither be an argument, nor be likely to create prejudice, 
for or against the proposed measure. 

(b) The county clerk shall furnish a copy of the ballot title and summary to the 
proponents of the proposed measure. The proponents shall, prior to the circulation 
of the petition, publish the Notice of Intention, and the ballot title and summary of 
the proposed measure in a newspaper of general circulation published in that 
county, and file proof of publication with the clerk. 

(c) The ballot title and summary prepared by the county counsel shall appear 
upon each section of the petition, above the text of the proposed measure and across 
the top of each page of the petition on which signatures are to appear, in roman 
boldface type not smaller than 12-point. The ballot title and summary shall be 
dearly separated from the text of the measure. 

The heading of the proposed measure shall be in substantially the following 
form: 

Initiative Measure To Be Submitted Directly to the Voters 
The county counsel has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 

purpose and paints of the proposed measure: 
(Here set forth the title and summary prepared by the county counsel. This title 

and summary must also be printed across the top of each page of the petition 
whereon signatures are to appear.) 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c.1161, §15.) 

3702.7. Title or summary; writ of mandate. 
The proponent may seek a writ of mandate requiring the ballot title or summary 

prepared by the county counsel to be amended. The court shall expedite hearing 
on the writ. A peremptory writ of mandate shall be issued only upon clear and 
convincing proof that the ballot title or summary is false, misleading, or inconsistent 
with the requirements of Section 3702.5. 

(Added by 5tats.1987, c. 767, §3') 

3703. Number of signatures required . 
The county clerk shall ascertain the number of Signatures required to sign the 

petition by obtaining the number of votes cast within the county for all candidates 
for Governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the publication of the 
notice of intention to circulate the initiative petition. 

(Amended by 5tats.1987, c. 767, §3.5.) 

3704. Circulation of petition. 
The proponents may commence to circulate the petitions among the voters of 

the county for signatures by any registered voter of the county after publication of 
the title and summary prepared by the county counsel. Each section of the petition 
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shall bear a copy of the notice of intention and the title and summary prepared by 
the county counsel. 

(Added by Sltlts. 1987, c. 767, §5.! 

3704.5. Form of petition. 
Each petition section shall have attached to it an affidavit to be completed by 

the circulator. The affidavit shall be substantially in the same form as set forth in 
Section 44. 

(Added by 5tats.1985, c. 1582, §6.! 

3705. Time limit for securing signatures. 
Signatures shall be secured and the petition shall be presented to the county 

clerk for filing within 180 days from the date of receipt of the title and summary, 
or after termination of any action for a writ of mandate pursuant to Section 3702.7 
and, if applicable, after receipt of an amended title or summary or both, whichever 
occurs later. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1987, c. 767, §6J 

3705.5. Report on effect of proposed initiative to Board of Supervisors. 
(a) During the circulation of the petition or before taking either action described 

in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 3709, or Section 3711, the board of supervisors 
may refer the proposed initiative measure to any county agency or agencies for a 
report on any or all of the following: 

(1) Its fiscal impact. 
(2) Its effect on the internal consistency of the county's general and specific 

plans induding the housing element, the consistency between planning and zon
ing, the limitations on county actions under Section 65008 of the Government Code, 
and Chapters 4.2 (commencing with Section 65913) and 4.3 (commencing with 
Section 65915) of Division 1 of Title 7 of the Government Code. 

(3) Any other matters the board of supervisors request to be in the report. 
(b) The report shall be presented to the board of supervisors within the time 

prescribed by the board of supervisors but no later than 30 days after the clerk 
certifies to the board of supervisors the sufficiency of the petition. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 954, §1.! 

3705.6. Report on county initiatives submitted to Secretary of State; time. 
On or before April 1 of each odd-numbered year, the county clerk of each county 

shall file a report with the Secretary of State containing the following information: 
(a) The number of county initiative petitions circulated during the preceding 

two calendar years which did not qualify for the ballot, and the number of these 
proposed initiatives for which reports were prepared pursuant to Section 3705.5. 

(b) With respect to county initiative measures that qualified for the ballot in the 
preceding two calendar years, the number which were approved by the voters, and 
the number of these ballot measures for which reports were prepared pursuant to 
Section 3705.5. 

(c) With respect to county initiative measures that qualified for the ballot in the 
preceding two calendar years, the number which were not approved by the voters, 
and the number of these ballot measures for which reports were prepared pursuant 
to Section 3705.5. 

(Added by 5tats.1989, c. 701, §1.! 

3706. Filing of petition. 
The petition shall be filed by the proponents, or by any person or persons 

authorized, in writing, by the proponents. All sections of the petition shall be filed 
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Chapter 2. County Elections 3708. 

at one time. Any sections of the petition not so filed shall be void for all purposes. 
Once filed, no petition section shall be amended except by order of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

When the petition is filed, the county clerk shall detennine the total number of 
signatures affixed to the petition. If, from this examination, the clerk determines 
that the number of signatures, prima facie, equals or is in excess of the minimum 
numb'2t of signatures required, the county clerk shall examine the petition in 
accordance with Section 3707 or 3708. If, from this examination, the clerk deter· 
mines that the number of signatures, prima facie, does not equal or exceed the 
minimum number of signatures required, no further action shall be taken. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §7.) 

3707. Examination of signatures. 
Except as provided in Section 3708, within 30 days from the date of filing of the 

petition, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the elections official shall 
examine the petition, and from the records of registration ascertain whether or not 
the petition is signed by the requisite number of voters. A certificate showing the 
results of this examination shall be attached to the petition. 

In determining the number of valid signatures, the elections official may use the 
duplicate file of affidavits maintained, or may check the Signatures against facsimi
les of voters' signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the 
facsimiles complies with law. 

The elections official shall notify the proponents of the petition as to the suffi
ciency or insufficiency of the petition. 

If the petition is found insufficient, no further action shall be taken. However, 
the failure to secure sufficient Signatures, shall not preclude the filing of a new 
petition on the same subject, at a later date. 

If the petition is found sufficient, the elections official shall certify the results of 
the examination to the board of supervisors at the next regular meeting of the board. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1991, c. 1025, §2.) 

3708. Sample examination of signatures. 
<aJ Within 30 days from the date of filing of the petition, excluding Saturdays, 

Sundays, and holidays, if, from the examination of petitions pursuant to Section 
3707, more than 500 signatures have been signed on the petition, the elections 
official may use a random sampling technique for verification of signatures. The 
random sample of signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such a manner that 
every signature filed with the elections official shall be given an equal opportunity 
to be included in the sample. Such a random sampling shall include an examination 
of at least 500 or 3 percent of the signatures, whichever is greater. 

(b) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is within 
95 to 110 percent of the number of signatures of qualified voters needed to declare 
the petition sufficient, the elections official shall examine and verify each signature 
filed. 

(c) In determining from the records of registration, what number of valid 
signatures are signed on the petition, the elections official may use the duplicate 
file of affidavits maintained, or may check the signatures against facsimiles of 
voters' signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the 
facsimiles complies with law. 

(d) The elections official shall attach to the petition, a certificate showing the 
result of this examination, and shall notify the proponents of either the sufficiency 
or insufficiency of the petition. 
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(e) If the petition is found insufficient, no action shall be taken on the petition. 
However, the failure to secure sufficient signatures shall not preclude the filing 
later of an entirely new petition to the same effect. 

(I) If the petition is found to be sufficient, the elections official shall certify the 
results of the examination to the board of supervisors at the next regular meeting 
of the board. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c.1025, §3.! 

3709. Initiative petition signatures; pass ordinance or call special election. 
If the initiative petition is signed by voters not less in number than 20 percent 

of the entire vote cast within the county for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubernatorial election preceding the publication of the notice of intention to circu
late an initiative petition, and contains a request that the ordinance be submitted 
immediately to a vote of the people at a special election, the board of supervisors 
shall either: 

(a) Pass the ordinance without alteration either at the regular meeting at which 
it is presented or within 10 days after it is presented. 

(b) Immediately call a special election at which the ordinance, without alteration, 
shall be submitted to a vote of the voters of the county. 

(c) Order a report pursuant to Section 3705.5 at the regular meeting at which the 
ordinance is presented. When the report is presented to the board of supervisors, 
it shall either adopt the ordinance within 10 days or order an election pursuant to 
subdivision (b). 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 954, §2) 

3710. Consolidation with regular election; calling of special election. 
When it is legally possible to hold a special election under this article within six 

months prior to a regular election, the board of supervisors may submit the 
proposed ordinance at that regular election instead of at a special election. 

In all other cases the board of supervisors shall call a special election to be held 
not less than 88 nor more than 103 days after the date of the presentation of the 
proposed ordinance to it. However, to avoid holding more than one election within 
any. six months, the date for holding the special election may be fixed later than 103 
days after the date of the presentation of the proposed ordinance to the board, but 
at as early a date as practicable after the expiration of the six months. 

Not more than one special election may be held pursuant to this article during 
any period of six months. 

(Amended by Stats. 1981, c. 1045, §2.! 

3711. Initiative petition signatures; ordinance submitted to voters. 
If the initiative petition is signed by voters not less in number than 10 percent 

of the entire vote cast in the county for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubernatorial election preceding the publication of the notice of intention to circu
late an initiative petition, and the ordinance petitioned for is not required to be, or 
for any reason is not, submitted to the voters at a special election, and is not passed 
without change by the board of supervisors, the ordinance, without alteration, shall 
be submitted by the board to the voters at the next statewide election occurring not 
less than 88 days after the date of the order, or after the board of supervisors is 
presented with a report prepared pursuant to Section 3705.5. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 954, §3) 

3712. Publication of notice of election. 
The county clerk shall publish a notice of the election pursuant to Sections 2554 

and 2653. 
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Chapter 2. County Elections 3750. 

(Added by Stats. 1985, c. 1582, §lOJ 

3713. Copy of ordinance available to voter upon request. 
Whenever any ordinance is required by this article to be submitted to the voters 

of a county at any election, the county clerk shall cause the ordinance to be printed . 
A copy of the ordinance shall be made available to any voter upon request. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 866, §6J 

3714. Arguments for and against proposed ordinances. 
Article 3 (commencing with Section 3780) shall govern the procedures for 

submitting arguments for county initiatives. 
(Added by Stats. 1985, c. 1582, §12.! 

3715. More than one ordinance at same election. 
Any number of proposed ordinances may be voted upon at the same election. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

3716. Requirements for ordinance to become effective. 
If a majority of the voters voting on a proposed ordinance vote in its favor, the 

ordinance shall become a valid and binding ordinance of the county. The ordinance 
shall be considered as adopted upon the date the vote is declared by the board of 
supervisors, and shall go into effect 10 days after that date. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3717. Conflicting ordinances. 
If the provisions of two or more ordinances adopted at the same election conflict, 

the ordinance receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall control. 
(Added by Stats.1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3718. Fonn of enacting clause. 
The enacting clause of an ordinance submitted to the voters of a county shall be 

substantially in the following form: ''The people ofthe County of ordain 
as follows:" 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 982, §1.! 

3719. Repeal of ordinance. 
No ordinance proposed by initiative petition and adopted either by the board 

of supervisors without submission to the voters or adopted by the voters shall be 
repealed or amended except by a vote of the people, unless provision is otherwise 
made in the original ordinance. In all other respects, an ordinance proposed by 
initiative petition and adopted shall have the same force and effect as any ordinance 
adopted by the board of supervisors. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

3720. Scope of article. 
This article does not apply to any statewide initiative measure . 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.! 

Article 2. Referendum 

3750. Board of supervisors may submit ordinance. 
The board of supervisors may submit to the voters, without a petition, an 

ordinance for the repeal, amendment, or enactment of any ordinance. The ordi· 
nance shall be voted upon at any succeeding regular or special election and, if it 
receives a majority of the votes cast, the ordinance shall be repealed, amended, or 
enacted accordingly. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 
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3751. Time ordinance shall take effect. 
(a) Except an ordinance granting a franchise, the following ordinances shall take 

effect immediately: 
(1) Those calling or otherwise relating to an election. 
(2) Those specifically required by law to take immediate effect. 
(3) Those fixing the amount of money to be raised by taxation or the rate of 

taxes to be levied. 
(4) Those for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety. 

The ordinances referred to in this subdivision shall contain a declaration of the facts 
constituting the necessity and shall be passed by a four·fifths vote of the board of 
supervisors. 

(b) All other ordinances, including ordinances granting a franchise, shaU become 
effective 30 days from and after the date of final passage. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 365, §5.! 

3751.7. Time ordinance becomes effective; when ordinance subject to 
referendum. 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 3751, ordinances authorizing the 
issuance of revenue bonds by a county as part of a joint powers entity pursuant to 
Section 6547 of the Government Code shall not take effect for 60 days. 

(b) When the number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubematiorial election within the boundaries of the county described in subdivi
sion (a) exceeds 500,000, such ordinance is subject to referendum upon presentation 
of a petition bearing signatures of at least 5 percent of the entire vote cast within 
the boundaries of the county for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernato
rial election. When the number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the 
last gubernatorial election within the boundaries of the county is less than 500,000, 
such ordinance is subject to referendum upon presentation of a petition bearing 
signatures of at least 10 percent of the entire vote cast within the boundaries of the 
county for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernatorial election. 

(c) For the purpose of submitting the question to the voters pursuant to subdi
vision (b), the ballot wording shall approximate the following: 

"ShaU the (county name) , as a member of the (joint 
powers entity name), authorize the issuance of revenue bonds by the joint powers 
entity in the amount of $ pursuant to ordinance number . 
dated , such bonds to be used for the following purposes and to be 
redeemed in the following manner: ?" 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 754, §1.! 

3752. Time ordinance shall take effect. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 3751, that portion of any ordinance 

which changes supervisorial salaries shall become effective 60 days from the date 
of its final passage. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3753. Petition protesting adoption of an ordinance. 
If a petition protesting against the adoption of an ordinance is presented to the 

board of supervisors prior to the effective date of the ordinance, the ordinance shall 
be suspended and the supervisors shall reconsider the ordinance. The petition shall 
be signed by voters of the county equal in number to at least 10 percent of the entire 
vote cast within the county for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernatorial 
election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.! 
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Chapter 2. County Elections 3781. 

3754. Protest of ordinance submitted to voters. 
If the board of supervisors does not entirely repeal the ordinance against which 

a petition is filed, the board shall submit the ordinance to the voters either at the 
next regularly scheduled county election occurring not less than 88 days after the 
date of the order or at a special election called for that purpose not less than 88 days 
after the date of the order. The ordinance shall not become effective unless and until 
a majority of the voters voting on the ordinance vote in favor of it. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 983, §6.! 

3755. Fonn of petition against an ordinance same as proposing an ordinance. 
The provisions of this code relating to the form of petitions, the duties of the 

county clerk, and the manner of holding elections, when an ordinance is proposed 
by initiative petition, govern the procedure on ordinances against which a protest 
is filed. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3755.5. Referendum; form. 
<a) The heading of a proposed referendum measure shall be in substantially the 

following form: 

Referendum Against an Ordinance Passed by the Board of Supervisors. 

(b) Each section of the referendum petition shall contain the title and text of the 
ordinance or the portion of the ordinance which is the subject of the referendum. 

(Added by 5tats. 1985, c. 1582, §13.! 

Article 3. Arguments Concerning County Measures 

3780. "County measure" definition. 
As used in this article, "county measure" includes any proposed county charter, 

any proposed amendment to a county charter, any proposition for the issuance of 
funding or refunding bonds of the county, any other question or proposition 
submitted to the voters of a county at any election held throughout an entire single 
county, any advisory questions or any bond proposal or any advisory question 
submitted to the voters of any public district although the boundaries of the district 
may be coterminous with those of the county. 

(Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 916, §1.! 

3781. Impartial analysis by county counsel county auditor; printed notice. 
(a) Whenever any county measure qualifies for a place on the ballot, the county 

clerk shall transmit a copy of the measure to the county auditor and to the county 
counselor to the district attorney in any county which has no county counsel. 

(b) The county counselor district attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of 
the measure showing the effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation 
of the measure. The analysis shall be printed preceding the arguments for and 
against the measure. The analysis shall not exceed 500 words in length . 

In the event the entire text of the measure is not printed on the ballot nor in the 
voter information portion of the sample ballot, there shall be printed immediately 
below the impartial analysis, in no less than lQ-p:>int boldface type, a legend 
substantially as follows: 

"The above statement is an impartial analysis of Ordinance or Measure 
--;-..,,-_-;::. If you desire a copy of the ordinance or measure, please call the 
elections official's office at (insert telephone number) and a copy will be mailed at 
no cost to you." 

(c) Not later than 88 days prior to an election which indudes a county ballot 
measure, the board of supervisors may direct the county auditor to review the 
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measure and determine whether the substance thereof, if adopted, would affect the 
revenues or expenditures of the county. He or she shall prepare a fiscal impact 
statement which estimates the amount of any increase or decrease in revenues or 
costs to the county if the proposed measure is adopted. The fiscal impact statement 
is "official matter" within the meaning of those words as used in Section 10010 and 
shall be printed preceding the arguments for and against the measure. The fiscal 
impact statement shall not exceed 500 words in length. 

(Amended by 5tats.1988, c. 420, §2.! 

3782. Voters may submit arguments. 
If there is no other method provided by law, arguments for and against any 

county measure may be submitted to the qualified voters of the county pursuant 
to this article. If a method is otherwise provided by law for submitting such 
arguments as to a particular kind of county measure, that method shall control. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

3783. Written arguments for or against county measures. 
The board of supervisors or any member or members of the board authorized 

by the board, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, or bona 
fide association of citizens, or any combination of such voters and associations may 
file a written argument for or against any county measure. No argument shall 
exceed 300 words in length. The county clerk shall cause an argument for and an 
argument against the measure, and the analysis of the measure, to be printed, and 
shall enclose a copy of both arguments preceded by the analysis with each sample 
ballot. The printed arguments and the analysis are "official matter" within the 
meaning of those words used in Section 10010. 

The following statement shall be printed on the front cover, or if none, on the 
heading of the first page, of the printed arguments: "Arguments in support of or 
in opposition to the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors." 

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be 
titled either "Argument In Favor Of Measure "or "Argument Against 
Measure ," accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the 
letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. At the discretion of the 
county clerk, the word "Proposition" may be substituted for the word "Measure" 
in such titles. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the 
length of any argument. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 812, §4.5.! 

3784. Final date for arguments. 
Based on the time reasonably necessary to prepare and print the arguments, 

analysis, and sample ballots and to permit the lO-calendar-day public examination 
as provided in Article 5 (commencing with Section 3795) for the particular election, 
the county clerk shall fix and determine a reasonable date prior to the election after 
which no arguments for or against any county measure may be submitted for 
printing and distribution to the voters as provided in this article. Notice of the date 
fixed shall be published by the county clerk pursuant to Section 6061 of the 
Government Code. Arguments may be changed until and including the date fixed 
by the county clerk. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1981, c.1114, §8.J 

3785. Argument not accepted without names of persons submitting. 
A ballot argument shall not be accepted under this article unless accompanied 

by the name or names of the person or persons submitting it .. or, if submitted on 
behalf of an organization, the name of the organization and the name of at least one 
of its principal officers. 
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Chapter 2. County Elections 3788. 

No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted under 
this article. In case any argument is signed by more than five persons the signatures 
of the first five shall be printed. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

3785.1. Consent of person or organization named. 
A ballot argument or a rebuttal argument which includes in its text the name or 

title of a person, other than the author of the argument, who is represented as being 
for or against a measure, shall not be accepted unless the argument is accompanied 
by a signed consent of that person. The consent of a person, other than an individ
ual, shall be signed by an officer or other duly authorized representative. ''Person'' 
as used in this section means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, 
committee, labor organization, and any other organization or group of persons. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 983, §7.) 

3786. If more than one argument, county clerk to select. 
If more than one argument for or more than one argument against any county 

measure is submitted to the county clerk within the time prescribed, the county 
clerk shall select one of the arguments in favor and one of the arguments against 
the measure for printing and distribution to the voters. In selecting the argument 
the county clerk shall give preference and priority in the order named to the 
arguments of the following: 

(a) The board of supervisors or member or members of the board authorized by 
the board. 

(b) The individual voter or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of 
voters and associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the 
measure. 

(c) Bona fide associations of citizens. 
(d) Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure. 
(Amended by 5tats.1983, c. 812, §5.! 

3787. Rebuttal arguments. 
When the county clerk has selected the arguments for and against the measure 

which will be printed and distributed to the voters, the clerk shall send copies of 
the argument in favor of the measure to the authors of the argument against, and 
copies of the argument against to the authors of the argument in favor. The authors 
may prepare and submit rebuttal arguments not exceeding 250 words. The rebuttal 
arguments must be filed with the county clerk not more than 10 days after the final 
date for filing direct arguments. Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same 
manner as the direct arguments. Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow 
the direct argument which it seeks to rebut and shall be titled "Rebuttal To 
Argument In Favor Of Measure (or Proposition) II or "Rebuttal To 
Argument Against Measure (or Proposition) ," the blank spaces being 
filled in only with the letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. Words 
used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of any rebuttal 
argument. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 297, §3.! 

3788. Article applies to district bond election. 
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, all of the provisions of 

this article shall apply to any district bond election called by, and the returns of 
which are canvassed by, the board of supervisors, or to any district bond election 
conducted by a district. The provisions of this article shall also apply to any special 
election, if the board of supervisors so provides in its proclamation or notice thereof. 

At any election subject to the provisions of this section: 
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(a) "County measure" shall be deemed to refer to any measure as defined in 
Section 38. Section 3780 shall not apply. 

(b) Section 3781, and the reference to the analysis of the measure in Section 3783, 
shall not apply unless the board of supervisors directs such officer to prepare the 
analysis. 

This article shall not apply to any school district bond election. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §6.5.J 

Article 4. Mailings 

3790. One copy of official material per household. 
Whenever the clerk is required to mail official matter, as provided in Sections 

3713,3714,3781,3783, and 3787, only one copy of each such official matter shall be 
mailed to a postal address where two or more registered voters have the same 
surname and the same postal address. 

The provisions of this section shall only apply if the board of supervisors adopts 
the provisions of this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 710, §3.J 

Article 5. Public Examination 

3795. Public examination of proposed ordinances, measures and arguments. 
Not less than 10 calendar days before the clerk submits the official election 

materials referred to in Sections 3713, 3714, 3781, 3783, and 3787 for printing, the 
clerk shall make a copy of the materials available for public examination in the 
clerk's office. Any person may obtain a copyof the materials from the clerk for use 
outside of the clerk's office. The clerk may charge a fee to any person obtaining a 
copy of the material. The fee shall not exceed the actual cost incurred by the clerk 
in providing the copy. 

During the 10-calendar-day examination period provided by this section, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the clerk, himself or 
herself, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the 
materials to be amended or deleted. A peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction 
shall be issued only upon clear and convincing proof that the material in question 
is false, misleading, or inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter, and that 
issuance of the writ or injunction will not substantially interfere with the printing 
or distribution of official election materials as provided by law. The clerk shall be 
named as respondent and the person or official who authored the material in 
question shall be named as real parties in interest. In the case of the clerk bringing 
the mandamus or injunctive action, the board of supervisors of the county shall be 
named as the respondent and the person or official who authored the material in 
question shall be named as the real party in interest. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 160, §33.! 

4000. Scope of article. 

Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 

Article 1. Initiative 

Ordinances may be enacted by and for any incorporated city pursuant to this 
article. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

4001. Proposed ordinance may be submitted by petition. 
Any proposed ordinance may be submitted to the legislative body of the city by 

a petition filed with the clerk of the legislative body, in the manner hereinafter 
prescribed, after being signed by not less than the number of voters specified in this 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 4002.5. 

article. The petition may be in separate sections, providing that the same complies 
with all of the requirements of this article. The first page of each section shall contain 
the title of the petition and the text of the measure. The petition sections shall be 
designated in the manner set forth in Section 3516 . 

(Added by Slals.1976, c. 248, §3') 

4002. Notice of intent to circulate; filing, form. 
(a) Before circulating an initiative petition in any city, the proponents of the 

matter shall file with the clerk a notice of intention to do so, which shall be 
accompanied by the written text of the initiative and may be accompanied by a 
written statement not in excess of 500 words, setting forth the reasons for the 
proposed petition. The notice shall be signed by at least one, but not more than 
three, proponents and shall be in substantially the following form: 

Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

Notice is hereby given by the persons whose names appear hereon of their 
intention to circulate the petition within the City of for the purpose of 
,.,-_=:-' A statement of the reasons of the proposed action as contemplated in 
the petition is as follows: 

(b) Any person filing a notice of intent with the clerk shall pay a fee to be 
established by the legislative body not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200) to be 
refunded to the filer if, within one year of the date of filing the notice of intent, the 
clerk certifies the sufficiency of the petition. 

(Amended by Siais. 1987, c. 767, §8.! 

4002.5. Proposed measure; title and summary. 
(a) Any person who is interested in any proposed measure shall file a copy of 

the proposed measure with the clerk with a request that a ballot title and summary 
be prepared. This request shall be accompanied by the address of the person 
proposing the measure. The clerk shall immediately transmit a copy of the pro
posed measure to the city attorney. Within 15 days after the proposed measure is 
filed, the city attorney shall provide and return to the city clerk a ballot title for and 
summary of the proposed measure. The ballot title may differ from any other title 
of the proposed measure and shall express in 500 words or less the purpose of the 
proposed measure. In providing the ballot title, the city attorney shall give a true 
and impartial statement of the purpose of the proposed measure in such language 
that the ballot title shall neither be an argument, nor be likely to create prejudice, 
for or against the proposed measure. 

(b) The clerk shall furnish a copy of the ballot title and summary to the person 
filing the proposed measure. The person proposing the measure shall, prior to its 
circulation, place upon each section of the petition, above the text of the proposed 
measure and across the top of each page of the petition on which signatures are to 
appear, in roman boldface type not smaller than 12-point, the ballot title prepared 
by the city attorney . 

The heading of the proposed measure shall be in substantially the following 
form: 

Initiative Measure to Be Submitted Directly to the Voters 

The city attorney has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 

(Here set forth the title and summary prepared by the city attorney. This title 
and summary must also be printed across the top of each page of the petition 
whereon signatures are to appear.) 

(Added by Slals.19B7, c. 767, §9.! 

103 1993 



4002.7. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITIED TO THE VOTERS 

4002.7. Title or summary; writ of mandate. 
The proponent may seek a writ of mandate requiring the ballot title or summary 

prepared by the city attorney to be amended. The court shall expedite hearing on 
the writ. A peremptory writ of mandate shall be issued only upon clear and 
convincing proof that the ballot title or summary is false, misleading, or inconsistent 
with the requirements of Section 4002.5. 

(Added by 5tats.1987, c. 767, §1O.! 

4003. Where notice is published or posted. 
A notice of intention and the title and summary of the proposed measure shall 

be published or posted or both as follows: 
(a) If there is a newspaper of general circulation, as described in Section 6000 et 

seq. of the Government Code, adjudicated as such, the notice, title, and summary 
shall be published therein at least once. 

(b) If the petition is to be circulated in a city in which there is no adjudicated 
newspaper of general circulation, the notice, title, and summary shall be published 
at least once, in a newspaper circulated within the city and adjudicated as being of 
general circulation within the county in which the city is located and the notice, 
title, and summary shall be posted in three (3) public places within the city, which 
public places shall be those utilized for the purpose of posting ordinances as 
required in Section 36933 of the Government Code. 

(c) If the petition is to be circulated in a city in which there is no adjudicated 
newspaper of general circulation, and there is no newspaper of general circulation 
adjudicated as such within the county, circulated within the city, then the notice, 
title, and summary shall be posted in the manner described in subdivision (b). 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 767, §1O.5.J 

4004. Filing of publication affidavit. 
Within 10 days after the date of publication or posting, or both, of the notice of 

intention and title and summary, the proponents shall file a copy of the notice and 
title and summary as published or posted together with an affIdavit made by a 
representative of the newspaper in which the notice was published or, if the notice 
was posted, by a voter of the city, certifying to the fact of publication or posting. 

If the notice and title and summary are both published and posted pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 4003, the proponents shall file affidavits as required by 
this section made by a representative of the newspaper in which the notice was 
published certifying to the fact that the notice was published and by a voter of the 
city certifying to the fact that the notice was posted. 

These affidavits, together with a copy of the notice of intention and title and 
summary, shall be filed with the clerk of the legislative body of the city in his or 
her office during normal office hours as posted. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 720, §5.J 

4005. When petition may be circulated. 
The proponents may commence to circulate the petitions among the voters of 

the city for signatures by any registered voter of the city after publication or posting, 
or both, as required by Section 4003, of the title and summary prepared by the city 
attorney. Each section of the petition shall bear a copy of the notice of intention and 
the title and summary prepared by the city attorney. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 720, §6.! 

4006. Securing of signatures and petition filing time. 
Signatures upon petitions and sections of petitions shall be secured, and the 

petition, together with all sections of the petition, shall be filed within 180 days from 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 4009.5. 

the date of receipt of the title and summary, or after termination of any action for 
a writ of mandate pursuant to Section 4002.7, and, if applicable, after receipt of an 
amended title or summary or both, whichever occurs later. Petitions and sections 
thereof shall be filed in the office of the clerk during nonnal office hours as posted . 
If the petitions are not filed within the time permitted by this section, the petitions 
shall be void for all purposes. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 767, §14.! 

4007. Affidavit attached to petition. 
Each section shall have attached thereto the declaration of the person soliciting 

the signatures. This declaration shall be substantially in the same form as set forth 
in Section 3519 except that the declaration shall declare that the circulator is a voter 
of the city and shall state the voter's residence address at the time of the execution 
of the declaration. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 347, §2.! 

4008. Filing of petition. 
The petition shall be filed by the proponents or by any person or persons 

authorized in writing by the proponents. All sections of the petition shall be filed 
at one time. Once filed, no petition section shall be amended except by order of a 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

When the petition is presented for filing, the clerk shall do all of the following: 
(a) Ascertain the number of registered voters of the city last reported by the 

county clerk to the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 607 effective at the time 
the notice specified in Section 4002 was published. 

(b) Determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition. If, from this 
examination, the clerk determines that the number of signatures, prima facie, 
equals or is in excess of the minimum number of signatures required, the clerk shall 
accept the petition for filing. The petition shall be deemed as filed on that date. Any 
petition not accepted for filing shall be returned to the proponents. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 720, §7,) 

4009. Examination of signatures. 

After the petition has been filed, as herein provided, the elections official shall 
examine the petition in the same manner as are county petitions in accordance with 
Sections 3707 and 3708 except that, for the purposes of this section, references to 
the board of supervisors shall be treated as references to the legislative body of the 
city. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 1039, §7.! 

4009.5. Report on effect of proposed initiative to legislative body. 
(a) During the circulation of the petition, or before taking either action described 

in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 4010, or Section 4011, the legislative body may 
refer the proposed initiative measure to any city agency or agencies for a report on 
any or all of the following: 

(1) Its fiscal impact. 
(2) Its effect on the internal consistency of the city's general and specific plans 

including the housing element, the consistency between planning and zoning, the 
limitations on city actions under Section 65008 of the Government Code, Chapters 
4.2 (commencing with Section 65913) and 4.3 (commencing with Section 65915) of 
Division 1 of Title 7 of the Government Code. 

(3) Any other matters the council requests to be in the report. 
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(b) The report shall be presented to the legislative body within the time pre
scribed by the legislative body but no later than 30 days after the clerk certifies to 
the legislative body the sufficiency of the petition. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 954, §4.J 

4009.6. Report on municipal initiatives submitted to Secretary of State; time. 
On or before April 1 of each odd-numbered year, the clerk of each legislative 

body shall file a report with the Secretary of State containing the following infor
mation: 

(a) The number of municipal initiative petitions circulated during the preceding 
two calendar years which did not qUalify for the ballot, and the number of these 
proposed initiatives for which reports were prepared pursuant to Section 4009.5. 

(b) With respect to municipal initiative measures that qualified for the ballot in 
the preceding two calendar years, the number which were approved by the voters, 
and the number of these ballot measures for which reports were prepared pursuant 
to Section 4009.5. 

(c) With respect to municipal initiative measures that qualified for the ballot in 
the preceding two calendar years, the number which were not approved by the 
voters, and the number of these ballot measures for which reports were prepared 
pursuant to Section 4009.5. 

(Added by Stats.1989, c. 701, §2.! 

4010. Petition signatures; adopt ordinance or order special election. 
If the initiative petition is signed by not less than 15 percent of the voters of the 

city according to the last report of registration by the county clerk to the Secretary 
of State pursuant to Section 607 effective at the time the notice specified in Section 
4002 was published, or in a city with 1,000 or less registered voters the signatures 
of 25 percent of the voters or 100 voters of the city, whichever is the lesser number, 
and contains a request that the ordinance be submitted immediately to a vote of 
the people at a special election, the legislative body shall either: 

(a) Introduce the ordinance without alteration at the regular meeting at which 
it is presented and adopt the ordinance within 10 days after it is presented; or 

(b) Immediately order a special election, to be held not less than 88 nor more 
than 103 days after the date of the order, at which the ordinance, without alteration, 
shall be submitted to a vote of the voters of the city. 

(c) Order a report pursuant to Section 4009.5 at the regular meeting at which the 
ordinance is presented. When the report is presented to the legislative body, the 
legislative body shall either adopt the ordinance within 10 days or order an election 
pursuant to subdivision (b). 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 954, §5.! 

4011. Petition signaturesi ordinance submitted at next regular municipal 
election. 

If the initiative petition is signed by not less than 10 percent of the voters of the 
city according to the last report of registration by the county clerk to the Secretary 
of State pursuant to Section 607 effective at the time the notice specified in Section 
4002 was published, or in a city with 1,000 or less registered voters by the signatures 
of 25 percent of the voters or 100 voters of the city, whichever is the lesser number, 
and the ordinance peti tioned for is not required to be, or for any reason is not, 
submitted to the voters at a special election, and is not passed without change by 
the legislative body, then the ordinance, without aiteration, shall be submitted by 
the legislative body to the voters at the next regular municipal election occurring 
not less than 88 days after the order of the legislative body, or after the legislative 
body is presented with a report prepared pursuant to Section 4009.5. 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 954, §6.J 

4012. Mayor may veto. 

4015.5. 

In cities having a mayor, or like officer, with the veto power, when the passage 
of an ordinance petitioned for by the voters is vetoed, the failure of the legislative 
body to pass the ordinance over the veto shall be deemed a refusal of the legislative 
body to pass the ordinance within the meaning of this article. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

4013. Valid ordinance if majority. 
If a majority of the voters voting on a proposed ordinance vote in its favor, the 

ordinance shall become a valid and binding ordinance of the city. The ordinance 
shall be considered as adopted upon the date that the vote is declared by the 
legislative body, and shall go into effect 10 days after that date. No ordinance 
proposed by initiative petition and adopted by the vote of the legislative body of 
the city without submission to the voters, or adopted by the voters, shall be repealed 
or amended except by a vote of the people, unless provision is otherwise made in 
the original ordinance. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4014. More than one ordinance at same election. 
Any number of proposed ordinances may be voted upon at the same election, 

but the same subject matter shall not be voted upon twice within any 12-month 
period at a special election under the provisions of this article. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4015. Arguments for and against ordinance. 
The persons filing an initiative petition pursuant to this article may file a \VI'itten 

argument in favor of the ordinance, and the legislative body may submit an 
argument against the ordinance. Neither argument shall exceed 300 words in 
length, and both arguments shall be printed upon the same sheet of paper and 
mailed to each voter with the sample ballot for the election. 

The following statement shall be printed on the front cover, or if none, on the 
heading of the first page, of the printed arguments: 

II Arguments in support of or in opposition to the proposed laws are the opinions 
of the authors." 

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be 
titled either "Argument In Favor Of Measure "or "Argument Against 
Measure ." accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the 
letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. At the discretion of the 
clerk, the word ''Proposition'' may be substituted for the word ''Measure'' in such 
titles. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of 
any argument. 

(Amended by Slats. 1977, c. 297, §4.) 

4015.5. Rebuttal arguments. 
(a) If the legislative body submits an argument against the ordinance, it shall 

immedia tel y send copies of the argument to the persons filing the initiative petition. 
The persons filing the initiative petition may prepare and submit a rebuttal argu
ment not exceeding 250 words. The legislative body may prepare and submit a 
rebuttal to the argument in favor of the ordinance not exceeding 250 words. The 
rebuttal arguments shall be filed with the clerk not more than 10 days after the final 
date for filing direct arguments. Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same 
manner as the direct arguments. Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow 
the direct argument which it seeks to rebut. 
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(b) The provisions of subdivision <a) shall only apply if, not later than the day 
on which the legislative body calls an election, the legislative body, by a majority 
vote, adopts its provision; in which case, the provisions of subdivision (a) shall 
apply at the next ensuing municipal election and at each municipal election 
thereafter, unless later repealed by the legislative body in accord with the proce
dures of this subdivision. 

(Added by 5Ials.1977, c. 701, §l.) 

4016. Conflicting ordinances. 
If the provisions of two or more ordinances adopted at the same election conflict, 

the ordinance receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall control. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4017. Legislative body may submit proposed ordinance to voters. 
The legislative body of the city may submit to the voters, without a petition 

therefor, a proposition for the repeal, amendment, or enactment of any ordinance, 
to be voted upon at any succeeding regular or special city election, and if the 
proposition submitted receives a majority of the votes cast on it at the election, the 
ordinance shall be repealed, amended or enacted accordingly. A proposition may 
be submitted, or a special election may be called for the purpose of voting on a 
proposition, by ordinance or resolution. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

4018. Copy of ordinance made available t'o voter. 
Whenever any ordinance or measure is required by this article to be submitted 

to the voters of a city at any election, the clerk of the legislative body shall cause 
the ordinance or measure to be printed. A copy of the ordinance or measure shall 
be made available to any voter upon request. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 866, §8.J 

4019. Enacting clause of ordinance. 
The enacting clause of an ordinance submitted to the voters of a city shall be 

substantially in the following form: 
"The people of the City of do ordain as follows:" 
(Added by 5tals. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4020. Conditions for special election; consolidation with regular election. 
When a special election is to be called under this article, it shall be held not less 

than 88 nor more than 103 days after the date of the presentation of the proposed 
ordinance to the legislative body, and shall be held in accordance with the provi
sions of this code. To avoid holding more than one special election within any six 
months, the date for holding the special election may be fixed later than 103 days, 
but at as early a date as practicable after the expiration of six months from the last 
special election. When it is legally possible to hold a special election under this 
chapter within six months prior to a regular municipal election, the legislative body 
may submit the proposed ordinance at the regular election instead of at a special 
election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1981, c.1045, §6.) 

4021. Scope of article. 
This article does not apply to any statewide initiative measure. 
(Added by 5tals. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 

Article 2. Referendum 

4050. Date ordinance becomes effective. 

4052. 

No ordinance shall become effective until 30 days from and after the date of its 
final passage, except: 

(a) An ordinance calling or otherwise relating to an election. 
(b) An ordinance for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or 

safety, which contains a declaration of, and the facts constituting, its urgency and 
is passed by a four-fifths vote of the city council. 

(c) Ordinances relating to street improvement proceedings. 
(d) Other ordinances governed by particular provisions of state law prescribing 

the manner of their passage and adoption. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

4050.1. Time ordinance becomes effective; when ordinance subject to 
referendum. 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4050, ordinances authorizing the 
issuance of revenue bonds by a city as part of a joint powers entity pursuant to 
Section 6547 of the Government Code shall not take effect for 60 days. 

(b) When the number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubematiorial election within the boundaries of the city described in subdivision 
(a) exceeds 500,000, such ordinance is subject to referendum upon presentation of 
a petition bearing signatures of at least 5 percent of the entire vote cast within the 
boundaries of the city for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernatorial 
election. When the number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubernatorial election within the boundaries of the city is less than 500,000, such 
ordinance is subject to referendum upon presentation of a petition bearing signa· 
tures of at least 10 percent of the entire vote cast within the boundaries of the city 
for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernatorial election. 

(c) For the purpose of submitting the question to the voters pursuant to subdi
vision (b), the ballot wording shall approximate the following: 

"Shall the (city name), as a member of the (jOint powers 
entity name), authorize the issuance of revenue bonds by the joint powers entity in 
the amount of $ pursuant to ordinance number . dated 
:-c;--:-;-;-" such bonds to be used for the following purposes and to be redeemed 
in the following manner: ?" 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 754, §2.! 

4051. Petition to reconsider ordinance. 
If a petition protesting against the adoption of an ordinance and circulated by 

any qualified registered voter of the city, is submitted to the clerk of the legislative 
body of the city in his or her office during normal office hours as posted within 30 
days of the adoption of the ordinance, and is signed by not less than 10 percent of 
the voters of the city according to the county clerk' s last official report of registration 
to the Secretary of State, or, in a city with 1,000 or less registered voters, is signed 
by not less than 25 percent of the voters or 100 voters of the city whichever is the 
lesser, the effective date of the ordinance shall be suspended, and the legislative 
body shall reconsider the ordinance. 

(Amended by Slats. 1987, c. 993, §3.! 

4052. Referendum form; affidavit of circulator. 
(a) Across the top of each page of the referendum petition there shall be printed 

the following: 
"Referendum Against an Ordinance Passed by the City Council" 
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(b) Each section of the referendum petition shall contain (1) the identifying 
number or title, and (2) the text of the ordinance or the portion of the ordinance 
which is the subject of the referendum. 

The petition sections shall be designed in the same form as specified in Section 
3516. 

(c) Each section shall have attached thereto the declaration of the person solic
iting the signatures. This declaration shall be substantially in the same form as set 
forth in Section 3519, except that the declaration shall declare that the circulator is 
a voter of the city and shall state his or her residence address at the time of the 
execution of the declaration. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1992, c. 970, §11.! 

4053. Petition filing and examination of signatures. 
Petitions shall be accepted for filing by the clerk and the determination of the 

number of signatures thereon shall be made by the clerk in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in Section 4008. Petitions shall be filed with the clerk of the 
legislative body of the city in his or her office during normal office hours as posted. 

(Amended by Slats. 1987, c. 993, §4.! 

4054. Petition filing and examination of signatures. 
After the petition has been filed, as herein provided, the clerk shall examine the 

petition and certify the results in the same manner as are county petitions in 
Sections 3707 and 3708 except that, for the purposes of this section, references to 
the board of supervisors shall be treated as references to the legislative body of the 
city. 

(Amended by Slats. 1990, c. 1314, §4J 

4055. Ordinance submitted to voters. 
If the legislative body does not entirely repeal the ordinance against which the 

petition is filed, the legislative body shall submit the ordinance to the voters, either 
at the next regular municipal election occurring not less than 88 days after the order 
of the legislative body or at a special election called for the purpose not less than 
88 days after the order of the legislative body. The ordinance shall not become 
effective until a majority of the voters voting on the ordinance vote in favor of it. If 
the legislative body repeals the ordinance or submits the ordinance to the voters 
and a majority of the voters voting on the ordinance do not vote in favor of it, the 
ordinance shall not again be enacted by the legislative body for a period of one year 
after the date of its repeal by the legislative body or disapproval by the voters. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1989, c. 983, §8.) 

4056. Filing of petition. 
Signatures upon petitions, and sections thereof, shall be secured, and the peti

tion, together with all sections thereof, shall be filed within 30 days from the date 
of the adoption of the ordinance to which it relates. Petitions and sections thereof 
shall be filed with the clerk of the legislative body of the city in his or her office 
during normal office hours as posted. If such petitions are not filed within the time 
permitted by this section, the same shall be void for all purposes. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 993, §5.! 

4057. Election regulations. 
Elections, pursuant to this article, shall be held in accordance with the provisions 

of Sections 4013 to 4020, inclusive. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.) 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 4080. 

4058. Mayor may veto. 
Whenever the legislative body of a city has voted in favor of the repeal of an 

ordinance protested against by the voters, as provided in this article, and the mayor I 
or like officer, has vetoed the repeal, the failure of the legislative body to pass the 
repeal over the veto shall be deemed a refusal to repeal the ordinance. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4059. Date of approval. 
If approval of an ordinance by the mayor or like officer is necessary, the date of 

approval shall be deemed the date of its final passage by the legislative body within 
the meaning of this article. 

If an ordinance becomes law when the time for approval or veto has expired and 
no action has been taken, the date of the expiration of that time shall be deemed the 
date of its final passage by the legislative body within the meaning of this article. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4060. Duty imposed upon the legislative body is likewise imposed upon any 
officer having any duty to perform. 

Any duty imposed in this chapter upon the legislative body of a city in regard 
to calling a municipal election, or in connection with an election called pursuant to 
this chapter, is likewise imposed upon any officer having any duty to perform 
connected with the election, so far as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.) 

4061. Application of chapter. 
Article 1 (commencing with Section 4000) and Article 2 (commencing with 

Section 4050) of this chapter do not apply to cities having a charter adopted under 
the provisions of Section 3 of Article XI of the Constitution, and having in such 
charter any provision for the direct initiation of ordinances by the voters; nor to 
proceedings had for the improvement of streets in or rights-of-way owned by cities, 
the opening or closing of streets, the changing of grades or the doing of other work, 
the cost of which or any portion of which is to be borne by special assessments upon 
real property. 

(Amended by Slats. 1979, c. 667, §1S') 

Article 3. City or City and County Charters 

4080. City or City and County Charter proposals submiHed to voters. 
(a) The following city or city and county charter proposals shall be submitted to 

the voters at either a special election called for that purpose, at any established 
municipal election date, or at any established election date pursuant to Section 2500, 
provided that there are at least 88 days before the election: 

(1) A charter proposed by a charter commission, whether elected or ap
pointed by a governing body. A charter commission may also submit a charter 
pursuant to Section 34455 of the Government Code . 

(2) An amendment or repeal of a charter proposed by the governing body of 
a city or a city and county on its own motion. 

(3) An amendment or repeal of a city charter proposed by a petition signed 
by 15 percent of the registered voters of the city. 

(4) An amendment or repeal of a city and county charter proposed by a 
petition signed by 10 percent of the registered voters of the city and county. 

(5) A recodification of the charter proposed by the governing body on its own 
motion, provided that the recodification does not, in any manner, substantially 
change the provisions of the charter. 
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(b) Charter proposals by the governing body and charter proposals by petition 
of the voters may be submitted at the same election. 

(c) The total number of registered voters of the city or city and county shall be 
determined according to the county clerk's last official report of registration to the 
Secretary of State. 

(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 357, §3.J 

4081. Notice of intent to circulate petition; affidavit of publication. 
The proponents of a measure proposing to amend a charter shall publish or post, 

or both, a notice of intent to circulate the petition in the same form and manner as 
prescribed in Sections 4002,4002.5,4002.7, and 4003. The proponents shall also file 
an affidavit prescribed in Section 4004 with the clerk of the legislative body of the 
city, and, with respect to the petition/shall be subject to the requirements contained 
in Section 4005. 

(Amended by Stats.1988, c. 357, §3.5.J 

4082. Petition to contain full text. 
The petition signed by registered voters of the city or city and county proposing 

an amendment to a charter shall set forth in full the text of the proposed amendment 
in no less than la-point type. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 357, §4.J 

4083. Each section to contain correct copy of text. 
The petition may be circulated in sections but each section shall contain a correct 

copy of the text of the proposed amendment. 
(Amended by Stats.1981, c.136, §3.J 

4084. Requirements of signing. 
Each signer of the petition shall sign it in the manner prescribed by Section 3516. 
(Amended by Stats. 1981, c. 136, §4.! 

4085. Fonn of petition. 
The petition shall be in substantially the following form: 

Petition for Submission to Voters of Proposed Amendment to the Charter of the 
City (or City and County) of ___ _ 

To the city council (or other legislative body) of the City (or City and County) 
of ___ _ 

We, the undersigned, registered and qualified voters of the State of California, 
residents of the City (or City and County) of . pursuant to Section 3 of 
Article Xl of the California Constitution and Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 
34450) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 4 of the Government Code, present to the city 
council (or other legislative body) of the city (or city and county) this petition and 
request that the following proposed amendment to the charter of the city (or city 
and county) be submitted to the registered and qualified voters of the city (or city 
and county) for their adoption or rejection at an election on a date to be determined 
by the city council (or other legislative body). 

The proposed charter amendment reads as follows: 
First. (setting forth the text of the amendment) (etc.) 

Signature Printed Name Residence Date 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 4095. 

(Amended IJy Stats. 1988, c. 357, §5.J 

4086. Affidavit of circulator attached to each section. 
Each section shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the person soliciting the 

signatures. This affidavit shall be substantially in the same form as set forth in 
Section 3519 and shall comply with Sections 44 and 4007. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 357, §6.) 

4087. Petition sheet size and color. 
Each petition section shall consist of sheets of white paper uniform in size with 

dimensions no smaller than 81/2 by 11 inches or greater than 81/2 by 14 inches. 
(Added by 5tats. 1981, c. 136, §7.J 

4088. Petition section sheets fastened together. 
The sheets comprising each petition section shall be fastened together securely 

and remain 50 during circulation and filing. 
(Added by Stats. 1981, c.136, §8.J 

4089. Voter may withdraw name from petition. 
A voter may withdraw his or her signature from a petition in the manner 

prescribed in Section 5352. 
(Added by 5tats. 1981, c. 136, §9.J 

4090. Time and method of filing petition. 
The petition shall be filed with the clerk by the proponents, or by any person or 

persons authorized in writing by the proponents. All sections of the petition shall 
be filed at one time and no petition section submitted subsequently shall be 
accepted by the clerk. The petition shall be filed not more than 200 days after the 
date on which the notice of intent to circulate was published or posted, or both. 

(Added by 5tats. 1981, c. 136, §JO.J 

4091. Examination of petition. 
After the peti tion has been filed, the clerk shall examine the petition in the same 

manner as are county petitions in accordance with Sections 3707 and 3708, except 
that, for the purposes of this section, references in those sections to the board of 
supervisors shall be treated as references to the legislative body of the city or city 
and county. The expenses of signature verification shall be provided by the gov
erning body receiving the petition from the clerk. 

(Added by 5tats. 1981, c. 136, §1J.! 

4093. Petitions not accepted. 
Petitions which do not substantially conform to the form requirements of this 

article shall not be accepted for filing by the clerk. 
(Added IJy Stats. 1981, c. 136, §13.) 

4094. Conduct of election and publication requirements . 
The conduct of election and publication requirements shall substantially con

form with Division 14 (commencing with Section 22000). 
(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 357, §7.J 

4095. Resolution upon completion of canvass. 
Upon the completion of the canvass of votes, the governing body of a city or city 

and county shall pass a resolution reciting the fact of the election and such other 
matters as are enumerated in Section 22933. The clerk of the city or city and county 
shall then cause the adopted measures to be submitted to the Secretary of State 
pursuant to Sections 34459 and 34460 of the Government Code. 

(Added IJy 5tats.1988, c. 357, §8.J 
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Article 4. Arguments Concerning City Measures 

5010. JlCity measure" definition. 
As used in this article, "city measure" includes any proposed city charter, any 

proposed amendment to a city charter, any proposition for the issuance of bonds 
by the city, any advisory question, or any other question or proposition submitted 
to the voters of a city. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 916, §2.! 

5011. City attorney to prepare impartial analysis. 
Whenever any city measure qualifies for a place on the ballot, the governing 

body may direct the city clerk to transmit a copy of the measure to the city attorney, 
unless the organization or salaries of the office of the city attorney are affected. The 
city attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure showing the effect 
of the measure on the existing law and the operation of the measure. If the measure 
affects the organization or salaries of the office of the city attorney, the governing 
board may direct the city clerk to prepare the impartial analysis. The analysis shall 
be printed preceding the arguments for and against the measure. The analysis shall 
not exceed 500 words in length. 

In the event the entire text of the measure iS'not printed on the ballot nor in the 
voter information portion of the sample ballot, there shall be printed immediately 
below the impartial analysis, in no less than 10-point bold type, a legend substan
tially as follows: 

"The above statement is an impartial analysis of Ordinance or Measure 
-,---.--co .. If you desire a copy of the ordinance or measure, please call the 
elections official's office at (insert telephone number) and a copy will be mailed at 
no cost to you." 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 420, §3) 

5012. If not othenvise provided, voters may submit arguments. 
U there is no other method provided by general law ,or, in the case of a chartered 

city, by the charter or by city ordinance, arguments for and against anycitymeasure 
may be submitted to the qualified voters of the city pursuant to this article. If a 
method is otherwise provided by general law, or, in the case of a chartered city, by 
charter or city ordinance, for submitting arguments as to a particular kind of city 
measure, that method shall control. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 248, §3) 

5013. Written arguments. 
The legislative body, or any member or members of the legislative body author

ized by that body, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, 
or bona fide association of citizens, or any combination of voters and associations, 
may file a written argument for or against any city measure. No argument shall 
exceed 300 words in length. The city clerk shall cause an argument for and an 
argument against the measure to be printed along with the following statement on 
the front cover, or if none, on the heading of the first page, of the printed arguments: 

"Arguments in support or opposition of the proposed laws are the opinions of 
the authors." 

The city clerk shall enclose a printed copy of both arguments with each sample 
ballot; provided, that only those arguments filed pursuant to this section shall be 
printed and enclosed with the sample ballot. The printed arguments are "official 
matter" within the meaning of those words used in Section 10010. 

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be 
titled either" Argument In Favor Of Measure " or "Argument Against 
Measure ," accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the 
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Chapter 3. Municipal Elections 5015. 

letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. At the discretion of the 
clerk, the word "Proposition" may be substituted for the word "Measure" in such 
titles. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of 
any argument. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1983, c. 812, §6.5.J 

5014. Argument not accepted without names. 
A ballot argument shall not be accepted under this article unless accompanied 

by the name or names of the person or persons submitting it, or, if submitted on 
behalf of an organization, the name of the organization and the name of at least one 
of its principal officers. 

No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted under 
this article. In case any argument is signed by more than five persons the signatures 
of the first five shall be printed. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5014.1. Consent or person named. 
A ballot argument or, if applicable, a rebuttal argument which includes in its 

text the name or title of a person, other than the author of the argument, who is 
represented as being for or against a measure, shall not be accepted unless the 
argument is accompanied by a signed consent of that person. The consent of a 
person, other than an individual, shall be signed by an officer or other duly 
authorized representative. "Person" as used in this section means any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, committee, labor organization, and any other 
organization or group of persons. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 983, §9.! 

5014.5. Rebuttal arguments. 
(a) If any person submits an argun:tent against a city measure, and an argument 

has been filed in favor of the city measure, the clerk shall immediately send copies 
of that argument to the persons filing the argument in favor of the city measure. 
The persons filing the argument in favor of the city measure may prepare and 
submit a rebuttal argument not exceeding 250 words. The clerk shall send copies 
of the argument in favor of the measure to the persons filing the argument against 
the city measure, who may prepare and submit a rebuttal to the argument in favor 
of the city measure not exceeding 250 words. The rebuttal arguments shall be filed 
with the clerk not more than 10 days after the final date for filing direct arguments. 
Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct arguments. 
Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct argument which it 
seeks to rebut. 

(b) The prOVisions of subdivision <a) shall only apply if, not later than the day 
on which the legislative body calls an election, the legislative body, by a majority 
vote, adopts its provisions; in which case, the provisions of subdivision (a) shall 
apply at the next ensuing municipal election and at each municipal election 
thereafter, unless later repealed by the legislative body in accord with the proce
dures of this subdivision. 

(Added by 5lals. 1977, c. 701, §2.! 

5015. Final date for argumen ts. 
Based on the time reasonably necessary to prepare and print the arguments and 

sample ballots and to permit the l0-calendar-day public examination as provided 
in Article 6 (commencing with Section 5025) for the particular election, the ci ty derk 
shall fix and determine a reasonable date prior to the election after which no 
arguments for or against any city measure may be submitted for printing and 
distribution to the voters as provided in this article. Arguments may be changed 
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or withdrawn by their proponents until and including the date fixed by the city 
clerk. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1981, c. JJJ4, §1O.) 

5016. Clerk to select if more than one argument. 
If more than one argument for or more than one argument against any city 

measure is submitted to the city clerk within the time prescribed, the city clerk shall 
select one of the arguments in favor and one of the arguments against the measure 
for printing and distribution to the voters. In selecting the argument the city clerk 
shall give preference and priority in the order named to the arguments of the 
following: 

(aJ The legislative body, or member or members of the legislative body author
ized by that body. 

(b) The individual voter or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of 
voters and associations, who aTe the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the 
measure. 

(c) Bona fide associations of citizens. 
(d) Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 812, §7.J 

Article S. Mailings 

S020. One copy of official material per household. 
Whenever the clerk is required to mail official matter, as provided in Sections 

4015,4015.5,4018,5011,5012,5013, and 5014.5, only one copy of each such official 
matter shall be mailed to a postal address where two or more registered voters have 
the same surname and the same postal address. 

The provisions of this section shall only apply if the legislative body of the city 
adopts the provisions of this section and the election official conducting the election 
approves of the procedure. 

(Added by 5tats.1978, c. 1279, §2.J 

Article 6. Public Examination 

5025. Public examination of arguments, ordinance and anal ysis. 
Not less than 10 calendar days before the clerk submits the official election 

materials referred to in Sections 4015, 4015.5, 4018, 5011, 5012, 5013, and 5014.5 for 
printing, the clerk shall make a copy of thematerial available for public examination 
in the clerk's office. Any person may obtain a copy of the materials from the clerk 
for use outside of the clerk's office. The clerk may charge a fee to any person 
obtaining a copy of the material. The fee shall not exceed the actual cost incurred 
by the clerk in providing the copy. 

During the 10-calendar-day examination period provided by this section, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the clerk, himself or 
herself, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the 
materials to be amended or deleted. A peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction 
shall be issued only upon clear and convincing proof that the material in question 
is false, misleading, or inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter, and that 
issuance of the writ or injunction will not substantially interfere with the printing 
or distribution of official election materials as provided by law. The clerk shall be 
named as respondent and the person or official who authored the material in 
question shall be named as real parties in interest. In the case of the clerk bringing 
the mandamus or injunctive action, the board of supervisors of the county shall be 
named as the respondent and the person or official who authored the material in 
question shall be named as the real party in interest. 
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Chapter 4. District Elections 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 160, §34J 

5150. Scope of article. 

Chapter 4. District Elections 

Article 1. Initiative 

5152.2. 

In addition to any other method provided by law, ordinances may be enacted 
by any district pursuant to this article, except that the provisions of this article shall 
not apply to irrigation districts, to a district formed under a law which does not 
provide a procedure for elections, to a district formed under a law which does not 
provide for action by ordinance, to a district governed by an election procedure 
which permits voters, in electing the district's directors or trustees, to cast more 
than one vote per voter, or to a district in which the directors are empowered to 
cast more than one vote per director when acting on any matter. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

5151. "District" definition. 
For the purposes of initiative and referendum under this chapter, "district" 

includes any regional agency which has the power to tax, to regulate land use, or 
to condemn and purchase land. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3J 

5151.5. "Clerk"; defined. 
For the purposes of initiative and referendum under this chapter, "clerk of the 

district" includes the county clerk or other officer or board charged with perform
ing the duties required of the clerk of the district by this chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1986, c. 1277, §8.! 

5152. Submission of proposed ordinance by petition. 
Any proposed ordinance may be submitted to the governing board of the district 

by an initiative petition filed with the clerk of the district. Signatures to such 
petitions shall be obtained in the same manner as set forth in Section 3516. 
Affidavits shall be attached to each petition section in the form and in the manner 
set forth in Section 3519. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

5152.1. Publish notice of intention to circulate petition; form. 
Before circulating an initiative petition in any district, the proponents of that 

measure shall publish a notice of intention. The notice shall be accompanied by a 
printed statement stating the reasons for the proposed petition. The printed state
ment shall not exceed 500 words. The notice shall be signed by at least one, but not 
more than five, proponents and shall be in substantially the following form: 

"Notice of Intention to Circulate Initiative Petition 
Notice is hereby given of the intention of the persons whose names appear 

hereon of their intention to circulate the petition within the district for 
the purpose of . A statement of the reasons for the proposed action as 
contemplated in the petition is as follows:" 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 125, §lJ 

5152.2. Publishing notice of intention to circulate petition; regulations for 
publishing and posting. 

A notice of intention and statement as referred to in Section 5152,1 shall be 
published or posted, or both, as follows: 
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(a) If there is a newspaper of general circulation within the district, as described 
in Section 6000 of the Government Code, the notice and statement shall be publish
ed therein at least once. 

(b) If the petition is to be circulated in a district in which there is no newspaper 
of general circulation, the notice and statement shall be published at least once, in 
a newspaper of general circulation within the county in which the district is located 
and the notice and statement shall be posted in three public places within the 
district. 

(Added by Stats.1983, c. 125, §2.! 

5152.3. Filing of notice of intention and statement. 
Within 10 days after the date of publication or posting, or both, of the notice of 

intention and statement, the proponents shall file a copyef the notice and statement 
as published or posted, or both, together with an affidavit made by a representative 
of the newspaper in which the notice was published or, if the notice was posted, 
by a voter of the district certifying to the fact of publication or posting. The affidavit, 
together with a copy of the notice of intention and statement, shall be filed with the 
clerk of the district. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 125, §3.! 

5152.4. Circulation of petition; circulation date. 
After the publication or posting, or both, of the notice of intention and statement, 

the petition may be circulated among the voters of the district for signatures by any 
registered voter of the district. Each section of the petition shall bear a copy of the 
notice of intention and statement. 

(Amended by Stats.1992, c. 153, §l.) 

5152.5. Filing of signed petition; filing date. 
Signatures upon peti tions and sections thereof shall be secured, and the peti tion, 

together with all sections thereof, shall be filed within 180 days from the date of 
publication or posting, or both, of the notice of intention and statement. If the 
petitions are not filed within the time permitted by this section, the petition and its 
sections shall be void for aU purposes. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 125, §5.) 

5152.6. Affidavit of circulator attached to each section. 
Each section of the petition shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the person 

soliciting the signatures. This affidavit shall be substantially in the same form as 
set forth in Section 3519 except that the affidavit shall declare that the circulator is 
a registered voter of the district. 

(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 420, §4.! 

5153. Examinations of signatures; notification to proponents. 

(a) Except as provided in Section 5153.5, within 30 days from the date of filing 
of the petition, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the clerk of the district 
shall examine the petition, and from the records of registration ascertain whether 
or not the petition is signed by the requisite number of voters. A certificate showing 
the results of this examination shall be attached to the petition. 

(b) In determining the number of valid signatures, the clerk of the district may 
use the duplicate file of affldavits maintained, or may check the signatures against 
facsimiles of voters' signatures, provided that the method of preparing and dis
playing the facsimiles complies with law. 

(c) The clerk of the district shall notify the proponents of the petition as to the 
sufficiency or insufficiency of the petition. 
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Chapter 4. District Elections 5154. 

(d) If the petition is found insufficient, no further action shall be taken. However, 
the failure to secure sufficient signatures, shall not preclude the filing of a new 
petition on the same subject, at a later date. 

(e) If the petition is found sufficient, the clerk of the district shall certify the 
results of the examination to the governing board of the district at the next regular 
meeting of the board. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 153, §2.! 

5153.5. Examinations of signatures: random sampling technique. 
(a) Within 30 days from the date of filing of the petition, excluding Saturdays, 

Sundays, and holidays, if, from the examination of petitions pursuant to Section 
5153, more than 500 signatures have been signed on the petition, the clerk of the 
district may use a random sampling technique for verification of signatures. The 
random sample of signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such a manner that 
every signature filed with the clerk of the district shall be given an equal opportu
nity to be included in the sample. A random sampling shall include an examination 
of at least 500 or 3 percent of the signatures, whichever is greater. 

(b) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is within 
95 to 110 percent of the number of signatures of qualified voters needed to declare 
the petition sufficient, the clerk of the district shall examine and verify each 
signature filed. 

(c) In determining from the records of registration, what number of valid 
signatures are signed on the petition, the clerk of the district may use the duplicate 
file of affidavits maintained, or may check the signatures against facsimiles of 
voters' Signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the 
facsimiles complies with law. 

(d) The clerk of the district shall attach to the petition, a certificate showing the 
result of this examination, and shall notify the proponents of either the sufficiency 
or insufficiency of the petition. 

(e) If the petition is found insufficient, no action shall be taken on the petition. 
However, the failure to secure sufficient signatures shall not preclude the filing 
later of an entirely new petition to the same effect. 

(I) If the petition is found to be sufficient, the clerk of the district shall certify the 
results of the examination to the governing board of the district at the next regular 
meeting of the board. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 153, §3.) 

5154. Ordinance submitted at next statewide election. 
(a) If the initiative petition is signed by voters not less in number than 10 percent 

of the voters in the district where the total number of registered voters is less than 
500,000, or not less in number than 5 percent of the voters in the district where the 
total number of registered voters is 500,000 or more, and contains a request that the 
ordinance be submitted immediately to a vote of the people at a special election, 
the district board shall do either of the following: 

(1) Pass the ordinance without alteration either at the regular meeting at 
which it is presented or within 10 days after it is presented. 

(2) Immediately order that the ordinance be submitted to the voters, without 
alteration, at the next statewide election or at the next regular election date under 
Section 2500 whichever comes first, provided that the election occurs not less than 
88 days after the order of the district board. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), nothing shall prohibit the board from 
calling a special election which shall be held not less than 88 days nor more than 
103 days after the date of the presentation of the proposed ordinance to the board. 
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5154.3. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS 

When it is legally possible to hold a special election under this chapter within six 
months prior to a regular election, the board may submit the proposed ordinance 
at the regular election instead of at a special election. Not more than one special 
election may be held pursuant to this article during any period of six months. 

(d The number of registered voters referred to in subdivision (a) shall be 
calculated as of the time of the last report of registration by the county clerk to the 
Secretary of State made prior to publication or posting of the notice of intention to 
circulate the initiative petition. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 420, §5.) 

5154.3. Ordinance submitted at next regular or statewide election. 
If the initiative petition does not request a special election and is not passed 

without change by the legislative body, then the ordinance, without alteration, shall 
be submitted by the board to the voters at the next regular local election for the 
district or statewide election, whichever comes first, provided that the election 
occurs not less than 88 days after the order of the district board. 

(Added by Stats.1988, c. 420, §6.J 

5155. Notice by publication. 
The district board shall give notice of an election held pursuant to this article by 

publication in the same manner as prescribed for the publication of the list, or 
portions of the list, designating polling places for a general county election. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5156. Copy of ordinance available to voter upon request. 
Whenever any ordinance is required by this article to be submitted to the voters 

of a district at any election, the clerk of the district board shall cause the ordinance 
to be printed. A copy of the ordinance shall be made available to any voter upon 
request. 

The clerk shall mail with the sample ballot to each voter the following notice 
printed in no less than 10-point type. 

"If you desire a copy of the proposed ordinance, please call the elections official's 
office at (insert telephone number) and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you." 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 866, §1O.) 

5156.5. Impartial analysis by county counselor district attorney. 
Except as provided in Section 5156.6, whenever any petition is submitted to the 

voters, the clerk of the district shall transmit a copy of the measure to the county 
munsel, or to the district attorney if there is no county counsel, of the county that 
contains the largest number of registered voters of the district. The county counsel 
or district attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure showing the 
effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation of the measure. The 
analysis shall be printed preceding the arguments for and against the measure. The 
analysis shall not exceed 500 words in length. 

In the event the entire text of the measure is not printed on the ballot nor in the 
voter information portion of the sample ballot, there shall be printed immediately 
below the impartial analYSis, in no less than lO-point bold type, a legend substan
tially as follows: 

"The above statement is an impartial analysis of Ordinance or Measure 
"'7"--C---;. If you desire a copy of the ordinance or measure, please call the 
elections official's office at (insert telephone number) and a copy will be mailed at 
no cost to you." 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 617, §1.J 
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Chapter 4. District Elections 5157. 

5156.6. Impartial analysis for petitions submitted to voters within a water 
district. 

(a) Whenever any petition is submitted to the voters of a water district, the clerk 
of the district shall transmit a copy of the measure to the legal counsel for the water 
district, or to the county counsel if there is no legal counsel for the water district, 
of the county that contains the largest number of registered voters of the water 
district. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), if there is a legal counsel 
for the water district, he or she shall prepare, subject to review and revision by the 
county counsel, an impartial analysis of the measure showing the effect of the 
measure on the existing law and the operation of the measure. The analysis shall 
be printed preceding the arguments for and against the measure. The analysis shall 
not exceed 500 words in length. 

In the event the entire text of the measure is not printed on the ballot nor in the 
voter information portion of the sample ballot, there shall be printed immediately 
below the impartial analysis, in no less than 10-point bold type, a legend substan
tially as follows: 

''The above statement is an impartial analysis of Ordinance or Measure 
"7-::-"'--;:' If you desire a copy of the ordinance or measure, please call the 
elections official's office at (insert telephone number) and a copy will be mailed at 
no cost to you." 

(b) If there is no legal counsel for the water district, or if the legal counsel for the 
water district and the county counsel so agree, the county counsel shall prepare the 
impartial analysis. 

(c) As used in this section: 
(1) "Legal counsel for the water district" means the attorney designated 

under the district's conflict of interest code as its legal officer pursuant to Section 
87300 et seq. of the Government Code. 

(2) "County counsel" means the district attorney if there is no county counsel. 
(3) "Water district" means a water district as defined in Section 20200 of the 

Water Code. 

(Added by Stats.1989, c. 617, §2.! 

5157. Arguments for and against ordinance. 

The persons filing an initiative petition pursuant to this article may file a written 
argument in favor of the ordinance. The district board may submit an argument 
against the ordinance. Neither argument shall exceed 300 words in length, and both 
arguments shall be printed and mailed to each voter with the sample ballot for the 
election. 

The following statement shall be printed on the front cover, or if none, on the 
heading of the first page, of the printed arguments: 

"Arguments in support of or in opposition to the proposed laws are the opinions 
of the authors." 

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be 
titled either" Argument in Favor Of Measure II or "Argument Against 
Measure ," accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the 
letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. At the discretion of the 
clerk, the word "Proposition" may be substituted for the word ''Measure'' in such 
titles. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of 
any argument. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 420, §8.! 
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5157.2. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITIED TO THE VOTERS 

5157.2. Oerk to establish date for submission and withdrawal of arguments. 
Based on the time reasonably necessary to prepare and print the arguments and 

sample ballots, and to permit the 10·calendar day public examination as provided 
in Article 4 (commencing with Section 5215) for the particular election, the clerk 
charged with the duty of conducting the election shall fix and determine a reason
able date prior to the election for the submission to the clerk of an argument in favor 
of and against the ordinance, and additional rebuttal arguments as provided in 
Section 5157.5. Arguments may be changed or withdrawn by their proponents until 
and including the date fixed by the clerk. 

(Added by 5tats. 1988, c. 420, §9') 

5157.5. Rebuttal arguments. 
The persons filing the initiative petition may prepare and submit a rebuttal 

argument not exceeding 250 words. The district board may prepare and submit a 
rebuttal to the argument in favor of the ordinance not exceeding 250 words. 
Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct arguments. 
Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct argument which it 
seeks to rebut. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 420, §1O.! 

5157.6. Consent of person named. 
A ballot argument or a rebuttal argument which includes in its text the name or 

title of a person, other than the author of the argument, who is represented as being 
for or against a measure, shall not be accepted unless the argument is accompanied 
by a signed consent of that person. The consent of a person, other than an individ
ual, shall be signed by an officer or other duly authorized representative. "Person" 
as used in this section means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, 
committee, labor organization, and any other organization or group of persons. 

(Amended by Slats. 1989, c. 983, §1O') 

5158. More than one ordinance at same election. 
Any number of proposed ordinances may be voted upon at the same election. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

5159. Valid if majority. 
If a majority of the voters voting on a proposed ordinance vote in its favor, the 

ordinance shall become a valid and binding ordinance of the district. The ordinance 
shall be considered as adopted upon the date the vote is declared by the district 
board, and shall go into effect 10 days after that date. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 248, §3.) 

5160. Conflicting ordinances. 
If the provisions of two or more ordinances adopted at the same election conflict, 

the ordinance receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall control. 
(Added by 5tals. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

5161. Enacting clause. 
The enacting clause of an ordinance submitted to the voters of a district shall be 

substantially in the following form: 
"The people of the District do ordain as follows:" 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 248, §3') 

5162. Repeal only by vote of voterS. 
No ordinance proposed by initiative petition and adopted either by the district 

board without submission to the voters or adopted by the voters shall be repealed 
or amended except by a vote of the people, unless provision is otherwise made in 
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Chapter 4. District Elections 5201. 

the original ordinance. In all other respects, an ordinance proposed by initiative 
petition and adopted shall have the same force and effect as any ordinance adopted 
by the board. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

Article 2. Referendum 

5200. Right to petition for referendum; governing sections. 
The voters of any district, which is a local public entity as defined by Section 

900.4 of the Government Code, and to which Section 5150 of this code applies, shall 
have the right to petition for referendum on legislative acts of such district in the 
same manner and subject to the same rules as are set forth in Sections 3751, 3751.7, 
3752,3753,3754 and 3755, except that all computations referred to in those sections 
and officers of the county mentioned in those sections shall be construed to refer 
to comparable computations and officers of the district. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1438, §6.7.J 

5200.1. Time ordinance becomes effective; when ordinance subject to 
referendum. 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 5200, ordinances authorizing the 
issuance of revenue bonds by a school district, special district, or any other local 
agency as part of a joint powers entity pursuant to Section 6547 of the Government 
Code shall not take effect for 60 days. 

(b) When the number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the last 
gubernatiorial election within the boundaries of the school district, special district, 
or any other local agency described in subdivision. (a) exceeds 500,000, such 
ordinance is subject to referendum upon presentation of a petition bearing signa
tures of at least 5 percent of the entire vote cast within the boundaries of the school 
district, special district or any other local agency for all candidates for Governor at 
the last gubernatorial election. When the number of votes cast for all candidates for 
Governor at the last gubernatorial election within the boundaries of the school 
district, special district, or any other local agency is less than 500,000, such ordi
nance is subject to referendum upon presentation of a petition bearing signatures 
of at least 10 percent of the entire vote cast within the boundaries of the school 
district, special district, or any other local agency for all candidates for Governor 
at the last gubernatorial election. 

(c) For the purpose of submitting the question to the voters pursuant to subdi
vision (b), the ballot wording shall approximate the following: 

"Shall the (school district, special dis-
trict, or any other local agency name), as a member of the (joint 
powers entity name), authorize the issuance of revenue bonds by the joint powers 
entity in the amount of $ pursuant to ordinance number _~_-:-' 
dated , such bonds to be used for the following purposes and to be 
redeemed in the following manner: ?" 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1438, §6.7.! 

5201. Governing board may refer questions to the voter. 

The governing board of any district to which Section 5200 applies may refer 
legislative questions to the voters of the district in the same manner as the board 
of supervisors may refer county questions pursuant to Section 3750. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1438, §6.7.! 

123 1993 



5210. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS 

Article 3. Mailings 

5210. One copy of official material per household. 
Whenever the clerk is required to mail official matter, as provided in Sections 

5156,5157, and 5157.5, only one copy of each such official matter shall be mailed 
to a postal address where two or more registered voters have the same surname 
and the same postal address. 

The provisions of this section shall only apply if the legislative body of the 
district adopts the provisions of this section and the election official conducting the 
election approves of the procedure. 

(Added by 5lals. 1978, c.1279, §3.J 

Article 4. Public Examination 

5215. Public examination of ordinance and arguments. 
Not less than 10 calendar days before the clerk submits the official election 

materials referred to in Sections 5156, 5157, and 5157.5 for printing, the clerk shall 
make a copy of the materials available for public examination in the derk's office. 
Any person may obtain a copy of the materials from the clerk for use outside of the 
clerk's office. The clerk may charge a fee to any person obtaining a copy of the 
material. The fee shall not exceed the actual cost incurred by the clerk in providing 
the copy. 

During the lO-calendar-day examination period provided by this section, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held may seek a writ of 
mandate or an injunction requiring any material to be amended or deleted. A 
peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction shall be issued only upon clear and 
convincing proof that the material in question is false, misleading, or inconsistent 
with the requirements of this chapter, and that issuance of the writ or injunction 
will not substantially interfere with the printing or distribution of official election 
materials as provided by law. The clerk shall be named as respondent and the 
person or official who authored the material in question shall be named as real 
parties in interest. 

(Amended by Siais. 1988, c. 160, §35.) 

Chapter 5. Bond Issues 

5300. Scope of chapter. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the provisions of this chapter apply 

to all bond issues proposed by a county, city and county, city, district or other 
political subdivision or by any agency, department, or board thereof, the security 
for which constitutes a lien on the property within the jurisdiction and the proposal 
for which is required to be submitted to the voters for approval. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5301. Statement mailed with sample ballot; form of statement. 
(a) In connection with each bond issue specified in Section 5300, a statement 

shall be mailed to the voters with the sample ballot for the bond election. The 
statement required by this section shall include: 

(1) The best estimate from official sources of the tax rate which would be 
required to be levied to fund that bond issue during the first fiscal year after the 
first sale of the bonds based on assessed valuations available at the time of the 
election or a projection based on experience within the same jurisdiction or other 
demonstrable factors. 

(2) The best estimate from official sources of the tax rate which would be 
required to be levied to fund that bond issue during the first fiscal year after the 
last sale of the bonds if the bonds are proposed to be sold in series and an estimate 
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Chapter 6. School District Elections 5320. 

of the year in which that rate will apply, based on assessed valuations available at 
the time of the election or a projection based on experience within the same 
jurisdiction or other demonstrable factors. 

(3) The best estimate from official sources of the highest tax rate which would 
be required to be levied to fund that bond issue and an estimate of the year in which 
that rate will apply, based on assessed valuations available at the time of the election 
or a F':ojection based on experience within the same jurisdiction or other demon
strable factors. 

(b) In addition the statement may contain any declaration of policy of the 
legislative or governing body of the applicable jurisdiction which pr0}XJses to 
utilize revenues other than ad valorem taxes for purposes of funding the bond issue 
and the best estimate from official sources of such revenues and the reduction in 
the tax rate levied to fund the bond issue resulting from such substitution of 
revenue. 

(c) The words "tax rate" as used in this chapter means tax rate per one hundred 
dollars ($100) of assessed valuation on all property to be taxed to fund any bond 
issue described in Section 5300. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5302. Statement of tax rate data in all official publications. 
All official publications and any ballot pamphlet prepared, sponsored or pub· 

lished by the jurisdiction which has proposed the bond issue or which is financed 
in whole or part by funds furnished by such jurisdiction, directed at or including 
a bond issue proposal shall contain a statement of the tax rate data specified in 
Section 5301. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5303. Failure to comply shall not affect validity of bond issue. 
Failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter shall not affect the validity 

of any bond issue following the sale and delivery of such bonds. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5304. Legislature declares essence of compliance is good faith. 
The Legislature declares that the essence of compliance with the provisions of 

this chapter is good faith in presenting to voters the most accurate available 
information for their use in effecting comparisons and exercising judgment in 
casting their ballots. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5305. One copy of official material per household. 
Whenever the clerk is required to mail a statement, as provided in Section 5301, 

only one copy of such statement shall be mailed to a postal address where two or 
more registered voters have the same surname and the same postal address. 

The provisions of this section shall only apply if the legislative body adopts the 
provisions of this section and the election official conducting the election approves 
of the procedure. 

(Added by Stats. 1978, c. 1279, §4.J 

Chapter 6. School District Elections 

5320. "School measure" defined. 
As used in this chapter, "school measure" means any proposition, including but 

not limited to,·a proposal for the issuance of bonds by a school districtorcommunity 
COllege district, an increase in the maximum tax rate of a school district or commu· 
nity college district, or the acceptance, expenditure, and repayment of state funds 
by a school district or community college district to enable the district to construct 
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buildings and other facilities, submitted to the voters of the district at any election 
held in the district. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 459, §3') 

5321. County clerk shall transmit copy of measure to county counsel; county 
counsel shall prepare impartial analysis. 

Whenever a school measure qualifies for a place on the ballot, the county clerk 
shall transmit a ropy of the measure to the county counselor to the district attorney 
in any county which has no county counsel. 

The county counselor district attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of the 
measure showing the effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation 
of the measure. 

The analysis shall be printed preceding the arguments for and against the 
measure. The analysis shall not exceed 500 words in length. 

(Added by 5tals. 1979, c. 459, §3.) 

5322. Written arguments for or against school measures. 
The governing board of the district or any member or members of the board 

authorized by the board, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the 
measure, or bona fide association of citizens, or any combination of such voters and 
associations may file a written argument for or against any school measure. No 
argument shall exceed 300 words in length. No more than five signatures shall 
appear with any argument submitted under this section. If an argument is signed 
by more than five persons, the names of only the first five persons signing, 
determined by the order in which their signatures appear, shall be printed with the 
argument. The person conducting the election shall cause an argument for and an 
argument against the measure to be printed, and shall transmit the arguments to 
the voters with the card giving notice of the election. 

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be 
titled either "Argument in Favor of Measure "or "Argument Against 
Measure ," accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the 
letter or number, if any, which designates the measure. At the discretion of the 
clerk, the word "Proposition" may be substituted for the word "Measure" in such 
titles. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of 
any measure. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1983, c. 812, §7.5.) 

5323. Final date for arguments. 

Based on the time reasonably necessary to prepare and print the arguments and 
to permit the 10-calendar-day public examination as provided in Section 5330, the 
person conducting the election shall fix and determine a reasonable date prior to 
the election after which no arguments for or against any school measure may be 
submitted to him or her for printing and distribution to the voters. Notice of the 
date fixed shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code. 
Arguments may be changed until and including the date fixed by the person 
conducting the election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1981, c.1114, §13.! 

5324. If more than one argument, election official to select. 
If more than one argument for or more than one argument against any school 

measure is submitted to the person conducting the election within the time pre
scribed, the person conducting the election shall select one of the arguments in favor 
and one of the arguments against the measure for printing and distribution to the 
voters. In selecting the arguments the person conducting the election shall give 
preference and priority in the order named to the arguments of the following: 
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Chapter 6. School District Etections 5329. 

(a) The governing board of the district or member er members ef the board 
autherized by the board. 

(b) The individual voter or bona fide associations of citizensl or combination of 
voters and associations, who' are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the 
measure. 

(c) Bona fide associations of citizens. 
(d) Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 812, §8.) 

5325. Rebuttal arguments. 
When the person conducting the election has selected the arguments for and 

against the measure which will be printed and distributed to the voters, he shall 
send copies of the argument in favor of the measure to the authors of the argument 
against, and copies of the argument against to the authors of the argument in favor. 

The authors may prepare and submit rebuttal arguments not exceeding 250 
words. 

The rebuttal arguments shall be filed with the county clerk not more than 10 
days after the final date for filing direct arguments. Rebuttal arguments shall be 
printed in the same manner as the direct arguments. Each rebuttal argument shall 
immediately follow the direct argument which it seeks to rebut and shall be titled 
"Rebuttal to Argument in Favor of Measure (or Proposition) " or 
"Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure (er Proposition) ," the blank 
spaces being filled in only with the letter er number, if any, which designates the 
measure. Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length 
of any rebuttal argument. 

(Added by 5tats. 1979, c. 459, §3.) 

5326. Consent of person named. 
A ballot argument or a rebuttal argument which includes in its text the name or 

title of a person, other than the author of the argument, who is represented as being 
for or against a measure, shall not be accepted unless the argument is accompanied 
by a signed consent of that person. The consent of a person, other than an individ· 
ual, shall be signed by an officer or other duly authorized representative. ''Person'' 
as used in this section means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, 
committee, labor organization, and any other organization or group of persons. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 983, §11.) 

5327. Arguments verified in the same manner as a pleading in a civil action. 
All arguments prepared pursuant to this chapter and any statement submitted 

pursuant to Section 5325 shall be verified in the same manner as a pleading in a 
civil action. 

(Added by 5tats.1979, c. 459, §3.) 

5328. Fictitious name as well as officers names to be included. 
Any bona fide association of citizens which files a written argument pursuant 

to this article shall include therewith its fictitious name and the names of its officers. 
If the argument of a bona fide association of citizens is selected for printing and 

distribution to the voters, the fictitious name and the names of the officers of the 
association shall appear in connection with the printed argument. 

(Added by 5tats.1979, c. 459, §3') 

5329. Combined preposition. 
Whenever a proposition relating to the approval of district bonds and a propo

sition, which is conditioned by the State Allocation Board on the approval of the 
bond issue, relating to the acceptance and expenditure of state school building aid 
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funds are to be submitted to the voters of a district on the same ballot, both such 
propositions may be combined in such a manner that the proposed obligations of 
the district are clearly expressed and the voter may cast one "Yes" or "No" vote 
upon such combined proposition. 

The combined proposition shall, as nearly as practicable, be worded in accord
ance with the statutory requirements for the wording of each such proposition. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 459, §3.! 

5330. Public examination of measure, analysis and argwnent. 
Not less than 10 calendar days before the clerk submits the official election 

materials referred to in Sections 5321, 5322, and 5325 for printing, the clerk shall 
make a copy of the materials available for public examination in the clerk's office. 
Any person may obtain a copy of the materials from the clerk for use outside of the 
clerk's office. The clerk may charge a fee to any person obtaining a copy of the 
material. The fee shall not exceed the actual cost incurred by the clerk in providing 
the copy. 

During the lO-calendar-day examination period provided by this section, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held may seek a writ of 
mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the materials to be amended or 
deleted. A peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction shall be issued only upon 
dear and convincing proof that the material in question is false, misleading, or 
inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter, and that issuance of the writ or 
injunction will not substantially interfere with the printing or distribution of official 
election materials as provided by law. The clerk shall be named as respondent and 
the person or official who authored the material in question shall be named as real 
parties in interest. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 160, §36.! 

Chapter 7. General Provisions 

5350. Form of statement to be filed by author. 

All arguments concerning measures filed pursuant to this division shall be 
accompanied by the following fonn statement, to be signed by each proponent and 
by each author, if different, of the argument: 

The undersigned proponent(s) or author(s) of the 

(primary /rebuttal) 
argument ________________ ~~~--~~--~~----------------------

(in favor of! against) 
ballot proposi tion ____________ -, ________ --c;-,_----------------

(name or number) 
atthe' _____________ ;-~--~;_~~----------------

(title of election) 
election for the __________________ -"...-,--,,--,----, ______________________ _ 

(jurisdiction) 
to be held on 

(date) 
that such argument is true and correct to the best of 
---c;-,---;:-----;-;--~ knowledge and belief. 

(his/her/their) 

hereby state 

Signed ______________ _ Date ______________________ _ 

(Amended by Slats. 1992, c. 232, §6.! 
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Chapter 7. General Provisions 5354. 

5351. Arguments may be withdrawn. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code to the contrary, whenever 

any ballot arguments for or against any measure submitted to the voters for 
approval are authorized .. such arguments may be withdrawn by their proponents 
at any time prior to and including the final date fixed for filing arguments. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.J 

5352. Voter may withdraw signature from petition. 
Any voter who has signed any initiative or referendum petition and who 

subsequently wishes his or her name withdrawn, may do so by filing a written 
request for the withdrawal with the appropriate clerk. This request shall be filed in 
the clerk's office prior to the date the petition is filed. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 248, §3.! 

5353. Advisory election; consolidation with regular election. 
(a) Each city, county, school district, community college district, county board 

of education, and special district may hold, at its discretion, an advisory election 
on any date on which that respective jurisdiction is currently permitted. to hold a 
regular or special election for the purpose of allowing voters within the respective 
jurisdiction, or a portion thereof, to voice their opinion on substantive issues or to 
indicate to the local legislative body approval or disapproval of the ballot proposal. 

(b) An advisory vote will be indicated as such on the ballot as a heading above 
the ballot proposal and by only the following description: "Advisory Vote Only." 

(c) As used in this section, "advisory vote" means an indication of general voter 
opinion regarding the ballot proposal. The results of the advisory vote will in no 
manner be controlling on the sponsoring legislative body. 

(d) An advisory election may be held in territory outside of the jurisdiction of 
the local entity calling the advisory election if the ballot proposal affects the 
residents of the territory. The sponsoring legislative body shall determine the 
territory in which the advisory election shall be held. However, the conduct of an 
advisory election in territory outside of the jurisdiction of the local entity shall only 
be held if all of the following conditions are met: 

(1) A regular election or special election is to be held in that territory. 
(2) The advisory election can be consolidated. with it. 
(3) The board of supervisors of the county in which the outside territory is 

located approves the consolidation. 
(e) An advisory election shall not be permitted to be consolidated with an 

election if the ballot's capacity will be exceeded because of the addition of the 
advisory election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 884, §1.J 

5354. Withdrawal of measure. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person may engage in good 

faith bargaining between competing interests to secure legislative approval of 
matters embraced in a state or local initiative or referendum measure, and the 
proponents may, as a result of these negotiations, withdraw the measure at any 
time before filing the petition with the appropriate elections official. 

(b) Withdrawal of state initiative or referend urn measures shall be effective upon 
receipt by the Secretary of State of a written notice of withdrawal signed. by all 
proponents of the measure. 

(c) Withdrawal of local initiative or referendum measures shall be effective upon 
receipt by the appropriate local elections official of a written notice of withdrawal 
signed by all proponents of the measure. 
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5355. DIVISION 5. MEASURES SUBMITIED TO THE VOTERS 

(Amended by 5ta15.1992, c. 970, §12') 

5355. Timeframe for amendment or withdrawal of measure. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever a legislative body has 

ordered that a measure or proposal be submitted to the voters of any jurisdiction 
at a special election, the order of election shall not be amended or withdrawn after 
the 83rd day prior to the election. 

The order of election shall be amended or withdrawn upon the filing of a 
resolution by the legislative body stating the specifics concerning the amendment 
or withdrawal. The resolution shall be filed with the election official not later than 
the 83rd day prior to the election. 

(Added by 5tals. 1992, c. 970, §13.! 

5357. Use of temporary personnel for examination of signatures. 
A county clerk who is required, pursuant to this division, to examine signatures 

on an initiative, referendum, recall, nomination, or other election petition, may 
employ temporary assistants as required to complete the necessary procedure. The 
costs for the temporary assistants shall he paid by the jurisdiction in which the 
election on the proposition is intended to be held. 

(Added by 5lals. 1988, c. 941, §3.! 

5358. Cam paign contributions for qualifying a petition prohibited. 
(a) No person shall include an appropriation for a particular project within the 

text of an initiative petition in exchange for a campaign contribution or a pledge 
for a campaign contribution for purposes of qualifying the petition for the ballot. 

(b) As used in this section and in Section 3502, "project" means the fmancing, 
acquisition, or improvement of land, the construction or reconstruction of struc
tures, improvements, parking structures, and related facilities, including the repair I 
replacement, maintenance, and operation of the project, and any equipment nec
essary or convenient for the project. 

(c) Upon a determination by any court that this section has been violated and in 
the event that the initiative petition has been adopted by the voters, the appropria
tion for the particular project is void and any moneys appropriated for the particu
lar project shall revert to the fund from which the moneys were appropriated. 

(Added by 5taI5.1991, c. 1189, §2.! 
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Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 

DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 
Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 

Article 1. General Provisions 

6000. Scope of chapter. 

6008. 

The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable only to the presidential 
primary ballot of the Republican Party, and qualified parties for which no other 
provisions apply. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.! 

6002. Scope of chapter. 
This chapter shall apply to the Republican Party and, except as provided in 

Section 9956, to any other qualified political party for which presidential primary 
prOVisions are not expressly provided for by this code. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 429, §J.! 

Article 2. Number and Certification of Delegates 

6005. Notification of number of delegates. 
The chairman of the state central committee shall notify the Secretary of State 

on or before the first day of February immediately preceding the presidential 
primary as to the number of delegates to represent the state in the next national 
convention of his party. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.! 

6006. Form of notification. 
The notification of the number of delegates shall be insubstantially the following 

form: 

STATEMENT OF NUMBER OF DELEGATES TO THE REPUBUCAN PARTY 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

To the Secretary of State 
Sacramento, California 

You are hereby notified that the number of delegates to represent the State of 
California in the next national convention of the Republican Party is _____ . 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.! 

Datedthis __ dayof ,19_ 

Chairman of the State Central 
Committee of the Republican Party. 

6007. Failure to notify Secretary of State. 
U the chairman of the state central committee fails to file a notice as to the number 

of delegates, the Secretary of State shall ascertain the number from the call for the 
national convention issued by the national committee of the party. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1048, §2.! 

6008. Secretary of State to notify county clerk. 
The Secretary of State shall, on or before the 10th day of February of the year of 

the presidential primary, certify to the county clerk of each county the number of 
delegates to be elected by the Republican Party. 
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6010. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

(Mded by stats. 1975, c.1048, §2.! 

Article 3. Selection of Candidates by the Secretary of State 

6010. Recognized candidate placed on ballot by Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall place the name of a candidate upon the Republican 

presidential primary ballot when the Secretary of State shall have determined that 
such a candidate is generally recognized throughout the United States or California 
as a candidate for the nomination of the Republican Party for President of the 
United States. 

On or before February 1 immediately preceding a presidential primary election 
the Secretary of State shall publicly announce and distribute to the news media for 
publication a list of the candidates he intends to place on the ballot at the following 
presidential primary election. Following this announcement he may add candi
dates to his selection, but he may not delete any candidate whose name appears on 
the announced list. 

(Mded by stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6011. Secretary of State to notify candidate selected. 
When the Secretary of State decides to place the name of a candidate on the ballot 

pursuant to Section 6010, he shall notify the candidate that his name will appear 
on the ballot of this state in the presidential primary election. 

The secretary shall also notify the candidate that he may withdraw his name 
from the ballot by filing with the Secretary of State an affidavit pursuant to Section 
6012 no later than the 64th day before that election. 

(Mded by stats.1975, c.1048, §2.J 

6012. Removal from list by filing affidavit. 
If a selected candidate or a nonselected candida te files with the Secretary of State, 

no later than the 64th day before the presidential primary, an affidavit stating 
without qualification that he is not now a candidate for the office of President of 
the United States at the forthcoming presidential primary election, his name shall 
be omitted from the list of names certified by the Secretary of State to the county 
clerks for the ballot and his name shall not appear on the presidential primary 
ballot. 

(Mded by stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6013. Circulation of nomination papers for unselected candidate. 
Any unselected candidate desiring to have his name placed on the presidential 

primary ballot shall have nomination papers circulated in his behalf. In order to 
qualify his name for placement on the presidential primary ballot, the candidate's 
nomination papers shall be signed by voters registered as affiliated with the 
Republican Party equal in number to not less than 1 percent of the number of 
persons registered as members of the Republican Party, as reflected in the report 
of registration issued by the Secretary of State in January of the year of the 
presidential primary election. 

(Mded by stats. 1975, c.1048, §2.J 

Article 4. Nomination Papers 

6021. Examination of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers properly prepared, circulated, signed and verified shall be 

left, for examination, with the county clerk of the county in which they are 
circulated, at least 74 days prior to the presidential primary. 

(Mded by stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.! 
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Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 6028. 

6024. Sign only one paper. 
Each signer of a nomination paper may sign only one paper. He shall declare 

his intention to support the candidate for nomination, add his place of residence, 
and give his street and number if any. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §5.J 

6025. Presentation in sections; those eligible to sign. 
Any nomination paper may be presented in sections. Each section shall contain 

the names of the candida teo Each section shall bear the name of the county in which 
it is circulated. Only voters of the county registered as intending to affiliate with 
the political party by which the nominations are to be made are competent to sign. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.! 

6026. Affidavit of circulator. 
Each section shall be prepared with the lines for signatures numbered, and shall 

have attached the affidavit of the circulator who obtained signatures to it, stating 
that all the signatures to the attached section were made in his presence, and that 
to the best of his knowledge and belief each signature to the section is the genuine 
signature of the person whose name it purports to be. No other affidavit is required. 
The affidavit of any circulator shall be verified free of charge by any officer 
authorized to administer oaths. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. JJ91. §6.! 

6027. Verified nomination paper; evidence that signatures are genuine. 
A verified nomination paper is prima fade evidence that the signatures are 

genuine and that the persons signing it are voters, until it is otherwise proved by 
comparison of the signatures with the affidavits of registration in the office of the 
county clerk. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6028. Fonn of nomination paper; circulator's affidavit. 
The nomination paper for a candidate shall be in substantially the following 

form: 

SECTION OF NOMINATION PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF 
CANDIDATE 

Section ____ Page ____ _ 

County of . Nomination paper for ____ as presidential nominee 
of the Republican Party. 

State of California } 
Countyof______ 55 . 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, the undersigned, am a voter of the County of , State of California, 
and am registered as intending to affiliate with the Republican Party. I have not 
signed the nomination paper of any other candida tes for the same office, and further 
declare that I intend to support the nomination of the candidate named herein at 
the Republican Party presidential primary to be held on the day of 
___ ~,19_. 
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6030. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

Number Signature Printed name Residence 

1 ______________________________________________ _ 
2 ______________________________________ ___ 
3 ______________________________________ ___ 

etc. __________________________________________________ __ 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed as a 
circulator to secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper 
of the candidate named in the signer's statement above as candidate for nomination 
by the Republican Party at its presidential primary election; that all the signatures 
on this section of the nomination paper numbered from 1 to . inclusive, 
were made in my presence, that the signatures were obtained between -,-".--;,---~ 
19_ and 19~ and that to the best of my knowledge and belief each 
signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

(Signed) _-::;----;-,---______ __ 
Circulator 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of ,19_. 

Notary Public (or other official) 
(Amended by 5tat5.1976, c. 1191, §7.) 

Article 5. Circulators 

6030. Appointment of circulators. 
The candidate or his designee may arrange for the appointment of circulators 

to serve within the county in which the circulators reside in securing signatures to 
the nomination paper of the candidate. The circulators thus appointed are the duly 
authorized circulators to secure signatures to the nomination paper of the candidate 
in that county. The form on which the circulators are appointed shall be filed with 
the county clerk of the county in which the circulators reside, at or before the time 
the nomination paper of the candidate is left with the county clerk for examination. 
Additional circulators may be appointed in the same manner as the original 
circulators were appointed. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1191, §9.! 

6031. Fonn of appointment of circulators. 
The circulators may be appointed by the candidate or his designee on a form 

which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOIN1MENT OF CIRCULATORS BY CANDIDATE OR HIS DESIGNEE 

I, the undersigned candidate or designee, do hereby appoint the following 
voters of the County of as circulators to obtain Signatures, in that 
county, to nomination papers for as a candidate in the Republican Party 
presidential primary, to be held the day of .19_. 

CIRCULATORS 
Name Residence 
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Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 6043. 

etc. etc. 

CANDIDATE OR HIS DESIGNEE 

(Signed) 

Name Residence 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of .19_. 

__ ----:,----_____ ~. County Clerk 
By ______ ~. Deputy 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976. c.1191. §1O.J 

6032. When circulators may obtain signatures. 
Circulators may obtain signatures to the nomination paper of a candidate for 

whom they were appointed, at any time not more than 104 nor less than 74 days 
prior to the presidential primary. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191. §11.J 

6033. County clerk may not be circulator; no circulation within 100 feet of 
polling place. 

The candidate or the candidate's designee shall not appoint a county clerk or 
deputy county clerk as a circulator; and circulators may not obtain signatures 
within 100 feet of any election booth or polling place. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §12.J 

Article 6. Arrangement and Examination of Nomination Papers 

6040. Collection of nomination papers by candidate or designee. 
Each section of a nomination paper shall be returned by the circulator who 

circulated it to the candidate or his designee by whom the circulator was appointed. 
All the sections circulated in any county shall be collected by the candidate or his 
designee and he shall arrange and leave the sections with the county clerk for 
examination. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §13.J 

6041. Sections numbered in order before filing. 
Prior to filing, the sections of a nomination paper for a candidate shall be 

numbered in order. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

6042. Consolidation of nomination papers . 
Nomination papers, properly assembled, may be consolidated and fastened 

together by counties, but nomination papers signed by voters in different counties 
shall not be thus fastened together. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975. c. 1048. §2.) 

6043. County clerk to examine nomination papers. 
The county clerk shall examine all nomination papers left with him for exami

nation and shall disregard and mark "not sufficient" the name of any voter of his 
county which does not appear in the same handwriting on an affidavit of registra· 
tion in the office of the county clerk. He shall also disregard and mark "not 
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6044. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

sufficient" the name of any voter of his county who has not stated his intention to 
affiliate with the Republican Party. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6044. Examination certificate; submit to Secretary of State. 
Within five days after any nomination papers are left with him for examination, 

the county clerk shall: 
(a) Examine and affix to them a certificate reciting that he has examined them 

and stating the number of names which have not been marked "not sufficient." 
(b) Transmit the papers with the certificate of examination to the Secretary of 

State, who shall file the papers. 
(Added by 5tals.1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6045. Fonn of certificate to nomination papers. 
The county clerk's certificate to nomination papers of a candidate shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

COUNTY CLERK'S CERTIFICATE TO NOMINATION PAPERS OF A 
CANDIDATE 

To the Secretary of State: 

I, County Clerk of the County of , hereby certify that I have examined 
the nomination papers, to which this certificate is attached, of the candidate for the 
ensuing presidential primary, and that the number of names which I have not 
marked "not sufficient" is ___ _ 

The candidate named in the nomination papers is ___ _ 
Dated this day of , 19_. 

(Added by Slats. 1975, c. 1048, §2) 

6046. No filing fee. 

_-;:--_____ ~' County Clerk 
By ______ ~. Deputy 

No filing fee is required from any person to be voted for at a presidential 
primary. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1048, §2) 

Article 7. Certified List of Candidates, Notice of Election 

6050. Secretary of State to prepare certified list; form of certified list. 
At least 59 days before a presidential primary, the Secretary of State shall 

transmit to each county clerk a certified list containing the names and addresses of 
the candidates for whom nomination papers have been filed and who are entitled 
to be voted for at the presidential primary. 

The certified list shall be in substantially the following form: 

CERTIFIED LIST OF CANDIDATES 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

To the County Clerk of ____ County: 

I, , Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the following list contains 
the name and post office address of each person for whom nomination papers have 
been filed in my office and who is entitled to be voted for at the presidential primary 
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Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 6053. 

to be held on the ____ day of ____ j. 19 ~ as nominee of the Republi-
can Party. 

list of Candidates 
Republican Party 

Name 1 ___________________ _ 
2 ___________________ __ 
3 ____________________ _ 

etc. etc. 

Address 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this _____ day of ___ ~.19_. 

Secretary of State 
(SEAL) 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6051. County clerk to publish nolice. 
Immediately after the county clerk receives the certified list of candidates from 

the Secretary of State, he shall publish it in a presidential primary notice, under the 
party designation. The notice shall also contain: 

(a) The date of the election. 
(b) The hours during which the polls will be open. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6052. Publication made in county. 
The publication of the presidential primary notice shall be made in the county 

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code, and by causing a copy thereof 
to be posted at the courthouse door and at such other places in the county as are 
designated by ordinance for the posting of public notices. 

The cities or town of residence of the candidates shall be included in the 
presidential primary notice. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1048, §2.J 

6053. Form of notice. 
The notice of the list of candidates published by the county clerk shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

NOTICE BY COUNTY CLERK OF TIME AND PLACE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
PRIMARY ELECTION, POLmCAL PARTIES ENTITLED TO PARTICIPATE 

THEREIN, AND NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CANDIDATES 

Notice is hereby given that a Republican presidential primary election is to be 
held in the County of on the day of .19~ and 
that there is stated the name and address of each person for whom nomination 
papers have been filed in the office of the Secretary of State and who is entitled to 
be voted for, at the election, as nominee of that party for President. 

List of Candidates 
Republican Party 

Name 
1 ____________________ ___ 
2 ____________________ __ 
3 __________________ __ 

137 
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6055. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

etc. etc. 

Notice is also hereby given that at the presidential primary the polls will be open 
from the hour of 7 o'clock a.m. to the hour of 8 o'clock p.m. on the day thereof. 

Dated this day of , 19_. 
________ , County Clerk 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1048, §2.) 

Article 8. Canvass of Returns. Certificate of Election 

6055. Secretary of State shall compile statement of returns. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, compile 

and file in his office a statement of the canvassed returns filed with him by the 
county clerks. 

The compiled statement shall show for each candidate the total of the votes 
received and the votes received in each county. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

6056. Secretary of State to issue certificate of election. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, issue 

a certificate of election to the cand~date who received the largest vote cast of that 
party, such person thereby being the party's presidential nominee candidate from 
California. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

6057. Certification issued to delegate. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, issue 

a certification to each person selected as a delegate. 
(Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 1191, §14.) 

Article 9. Write-in Candidates 

6060. Write in space provided. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, a space shall be provided on the 

presidential primary ballot for an elector to write in the name of a candidate for 
President of the United States. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1048, §2.) 

6061. Filing as write-in candidate for presidential office. 
Any person who believes his name may be used as a write-in candidate for 

President of the United States shall, not later than 21 days before primary election, 
file his endorsement of his write-in candidacy with the Secretary of State, or no 
votes shall be counted for him. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

6062. Filing of list of delegates. 
Any person who receives, by write-in vote, a plurality of the votes cast for 

President of the United States shall. within 10 days after the primary election, file 
a list of delegates to the national convention of his political party with the Secretary 
of State in the manner prescribed in Section 6071. . 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

6063. Failure to file list of delegates. 
If the candidate fails to file a list of delegates, the state central committee of the 

party in whose primary the candidate received the plurality vote shall, within 10 
days of the end of the lo-day period required in Section 6062, file a list of delegates 
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Chapter 1. Republican Presidential Primary 6080. 

with the Secretary of State. The delegation shall go to the convention unpledged to 
any candidate. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c.1048, §2.! 

Article 10. Selection of Delegates 

6070. Every candidate shan form a delegation. 
Every candidate whether selected pursuant to Section 6010, or unselected as 

defined in Section 6013, who wishes to have a delegation of electors pledged to his 
candidacy in accordance with the result of the presidential preference primary or 
who wishes to have an official California delegation at the Republican National 
Convention shall form a delegation in compliance with Section 6071 of this code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1048, §2.) 

6071. Composition of delegation. 
(a) The delegation of each candidate shall be composed as follows: 

(1) Seventy·eight percent of the delegation, or the nearest whole number 
thereto which provides for a total number of district delegates equal to at least three 
times the number of congressional districts within the state, shall be composed of 
three delegates selected for each congressional district. 

(2) The remainder of the delegation shall be composed of delegates selected 
at large from throughout the state. 

The names of the persons chosen as delegates shall be submitted to the Secretary 
of State, by the candidate or his designee, no later than 30 days before the presiden· 
tial primary election for certification. 

(b) There shall be no more than one alternate per delegate. Alternates shall be 
appointed by the candidate or his designee and shall be appointed by congressional 
districts, the number per congressional district to be no less than three. Such 
alternates shall be submitted to the Secretary of State within thirty (30) days after 
the primary for certification. 

(c) Each delegate to the Republican National Convention shall use his best efforts 
at the convention for the party's presidential nominee candidate from California to 
whom the delegate has pledged support until such person is nominated for the 
office of President of the United States by such convention, receives less than 10 
percent of the votes for nomination by such convention, releases the delegate from 
his obligation, or until two convention nominating ballots have been taken. There
after, each delegate shall be free to vote as he chooses, and no rule may be adopted 
by a delegation requiring the delegation to vote as a body.or causing the vote of 
any delegate to go uncounted or unreported. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1048, §2.) 

Article 11. Republican Presidential Primary Ballot 

6080. Format of Republican presidential ballot. 
The format of the preSidential portion of the Republican primary ballot shall be 

governed by the provisions of Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of 
Division 7, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Instructions to voters shall exclude any reference to groups of candidates 
preferring a person whose name appears on the ballot or references to any group 
of candidates not expressing a preference for a particular candidate. 

(b) In place of the heading: "FOR DELEGATES TO NATIONAL CONVEN· 
TION. Vote for One Group Only." shall appear the heading: "PRESIDENTIAL 
PREFERENCE. Vote for One." 
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6100. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

(c) Candidates for President shall be listed on the ballot in the same order 
provided for in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of Division 7 for 
statewide candidates. 

(d) Only the names of selected and unselected presidential candidates shall 
appear on the ballot in the spaces provided. No reference shall be made to their 
being preferred by candidates for delegates to the national convention. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1048, §2J 

Chapter 2. American Independenl Party Presidential Primary 

Article 1. General Provisions 

6100. Application of chapter. 
The provisions of Ihis chapter shall be applicable to the presidential primary 

ballot of American Independent Party only. 
(Amended by Slals.1976, c. 1191, §15J 

6102. Portions of presidential primary ballol. 
The presidential primary ballot shall be divided into a presidential preference 

portion and a delegate selection portion. 
(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6103. No filing fee. 
No filing fee is required from any person to be voted for at any presidential 

primary. 
(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1060, §3J 

Article 2. Qualification of Candidates for Presidential Preference Portion of 
Primary Ballot 

6110. Recognized candidate to be placed on ballot by Secretary of Slate. 
The Secretary of State shall place the name of a candidate upon the American 

Independent Party presidential preference ballot when the Secretary of State shall 
have determined that such a candidate is generally advocated for or recognized in 
the news media throughout the United States or California as actively seeking the 
nomination of the American Independent Party for President of the United States. 

On or before February 1 immediately preceding a presidential primary election 
the Secretary of State shall publicly announce and distribute to the news media for 
publication a list of the candidates he intends to place on the ballot at the following 
presidential primary election. Following this announcement he may add candi
dates to his selection, but he may not delete any candidate whose name appears on 
the announced list. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1060, §3J 

6111. Secretary of Slate to notify candidale selected. 
When the Secretary oEState decides to place the name of a candidate on the ballot 

pursuant to Section 6110, he shall notify the candidate that his name will appear 
on the ballot of this slate in the presidential primary. 

The Secretary of State shall also notify the candidate that he may wilhdraw his 
name from the ballot by filing with the Secretary of State an affidavit pursuant to 
Section 6112, no later than the 64th day before that election. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1060, §3J 

6112. Remove from list by filing affidavil 
If a selected candidate or an unselected candidate files with the Secretary of 

State, no later than the 64th day before the presidential primary, an affidavit stating 
without qualification that he is not now a candidate for the office of President of 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 6121. 

the United States at the forthcoming presidential primary election, his name shall 
be omitted from the list of names certified by the Secretary of State to the county 
clerks for the ballot and his name shall not appear on the presidential preference 
portion of the primary ballot. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6113. Circulation of nomination papers for unselected candidate. 
Any unselected candidate desiring to have his name placed on the presidential 

preference primary ballot without filing a group of candidates for delegates, shall 
have nomination papers circulated in his behalf. In order to qualify his name for 
placement on the presidential preference primary ballot, the candidate's nomina
tion papers shall be signed by voters registered as affiliated with the American 
Independent Party equal in number to not less than 1 percent of the number of 
persons registered as members of the American Independent Party as reflected in 
the report of registration issued by the Secretary of State in January of the year of 
the presidential primary election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6114. Petition not required for candidate supported by delegates. 
The name of any presidential candidate, to whom are pledged a group of 

candidates who have qualified by petition for the delegate selection portion of the 
presidential primary ballot, shall in addition, be automatically placed on the 
presidential preference portion of the ballot, without the filing of a separate petition 
for the presidential preference portion of the ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

Article 3. Determination of Number of Delegates to National Convention 

6120. Chairman to notify Secretary of State. 
The chairman of the state central committee of the American Independent Party 

shall notify the Secretary of State on or before the first day of February immediately 
preceding the presidential primary as to the number of delegates to represent the 
state in the next national convention of his party. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6121. Form of notification. 
The notification of the number of delegates shall be in substantially the following 

form: 

STATEMENT OF NUMBER OF DELEGATES TO AMERICAN INDEPENDENT 
PARTY NATIONAL CONVENTION 

To the Secretary of State, Sacramento, California 

You are hereby notified that the number of delegates to represent the State of 
California in the next national convention of the American Independent Party is 

Datedthis ____ dayof ___ ~.19_. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 
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6122. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

6122. Failure to notify Secretary of State. 
If the chairman of the state central committee fails to file a notice as to the number 

of delegates, the Secretary of State shall ascertain the number from the cail for the 
national convention issued by the national committee of the party. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6123. Secretary of State to certify. 
The Secretary of State shall, on or before the 10th day of February of the year of 

the presidential primary, certify to the county clerk of each county the number of 
delegates to be elected by the American Independent Party. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

Article 4. Qualification of Groups of Candidates for Delegate Selection 
Portion of Primary Ballot 

6130. Three or more voters may propose candidates for delegates. 
Any three or more voters of the state who are registered as intending to affiliate 

with the American Independent Party may join as a committee in proposing the 
nomination of a group of candidates for delegates. The committee may elect its 
officers, select the candidates for delegates, select the chairman of the committee, 
arrange for the appointment of circulators, secure the endorsement of the person, 
if any, preferred by the committee as candidate for presidential nominee, appoint 
alternates, assemble and file all necessary papers, and take all other action which 
may be necessary for the organization and election of the group. The committee in 
performing its functions may act through its officers or designated representatives. 

(Amended by Stats.1976, c. 1191, §18.! 

6131. Committee to file statement. 
The committee, on or before the l04th day before the presidential primary 

election, shall file with the Secretary of State a statement containing the name of the 
committee and the names of its officers. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §19.J 

6132. Number of candidates for delegates. 
The number of candidates for delegates grouped on a nomination paper shall 

be equal to the total number of delegates to be elected by the party. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6133. Method of candidate selection. 
The candidates of each group shall be selected as follows: 
(a) No less than two-thirds shall be selected to represent congressional districts, 

and each of these candidates shall be a resident of the district which he is selected 
to represent. Congressional district candidates shall be apportioned among con
gressional districts according to the ratio which the American Independent Party 
registration in the district bears to the total statewide registration of the party as 
determined by the Secretary of State on January 1 of the year in which the 
presidential primary is held, except that at least one candidate in the group shall 
be a resident of each congressional district. 

(b) No mare than one-third may be selected from the state at large without 
regard to congressional district of residence. 

If the names are not so selected, the names shall not be certified to the county 
clerk by the Secretary of State. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c.1191, §20.! 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 6138. 

6134. Alternales 10 be selected. 
The number of alternates to be selected shall be no greater than one for each 

delegate, and the alternates shall be selected in the manner prescribed by Section 
6133. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6135. Each group of candidales shall have endorsement of presidential 
candidate. 

Each group of candidates for delegates, which intends to pledge itself to the 
candidacy of the particular candidate for presidential nominee, shall have the 
endorsement of the candidate for presidential nominee for whom the members of 
the group have filed a preference. The endorsement of the candidate for presiden
tial nominee shall be filed with the Secretary of State before the circulation of any 
nomination papers of a group of candida tes pledged to the support of his candidacy 
as presidential nominee. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6136. Disqualification if filed with more than one group. 
Any candidate whose nomination paper is filed in more than one group is 

disqualified from running as a member of any group. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6138. Candidate shall file affidavil; fonn of affidavit. 
Each candidate for delegate to the American Independent Party convention shall 

file with the Secretary of State, before the circulation of nomination papers of the 
group of candidates of which he is a member, an affidavit which shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDATE FOR DELEGATE 

State of California } 
C f______ ss. ountyo 

I, , reside at No. Street, in the City (or Town) of 
::'--""7C~' in the County of in the Congressional District, 
State of California; my election precinct is and [ reside and am a voter 
therein, my post office address is , County of ___ _ 

[ desire to be a candidate, at the presidential primary to be held on the 
-;-:-;-....,.-_ day of ,19----, for delegate to the next national convention 
of the American Independent Party, and if elected as delegate I will qualify. 

I personally prefer as nominee of the American Independent Party 
for President of the United States, and hereby declare to the voters of my party in 
the State of California that if elected as delegate to their national party convention, 
I shall to the best of my judgment and ability, support as nominee of 
the American Independent Party for president of the United States. (This statement 
of preference shall be omitted where the candidate for delegate is part of a group 
not expressing a preference for a particular candidate.) 

I express no preference for a particular candidate. The chainnan of my group is 
__ ..,...._. (This statement shall be omitted where the candidate for delegate is 
part of a group expressing a preference for a particular candidate.) 

[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
(Signed) ______ _ 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §22.! 
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6139. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

6139. Nomination papers signed by voters. 
Nomination papers for candidates for delegates shall be signed by voters 

registered as affiliated with the American Independent Party equal in number to 
not less than 1 percent of the number of persons registered as members of the 
American Independent Party as reflected in the report of registration issued by the 
Secretary of State in January of the year of the presidential primary election. 

(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1191, §23.) 

Article 5. Preparation, Circulation, and Filing of Nominating Papers 

6140. Application of article. 
This article applies to the nomination of a candidate for the presidential prefer

ence portion of the primary ballot, to the nomination of a slate of delegates pledged 
to the candidacy of a particular candidate, and to the nomination of a slate of 
delegates not expressing a preference for a particular candidate. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6141. Examination of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers properly prepared, circulated, signed and verified shall be 

left, for examination, with the county clerk of the county in which they are 
circulated at least 74 days prior to the presidential primary. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6142. Sign only one paper. 
Each signer of a nomination paper for the presidential primary ballot may sign 

only one paper. He shall declare his intention to support the presidential preference 
candidate or the group of candidates for delegates, add his place of residence, and 
give his street and number if any. 

(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1191, §24.) 

6143. Presentation in sections; those eligible to sign. 
Any nomination paper may be presented in sections. Each section shall contain 

the name of the preSidential preference candidate, or the names of the candidates 
for delegates comprising the group, and, if such be the case, that they have 
expressed a preference for a named person as candidate for presidential nominee 
of the party. Each section shall bear the name of the county in which it is circulated. 
Only voters of the county registered as intending to affiliate with the American 
Independent Party are competent to sign. 

(Added by SlaI5.1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6144. Affidavit of circulator. 
Each section shall be prepared with the lines for signatures numbered, and shall 

have attached the affidavit of the circulator who obtained signatures to it, stating, 
under penalty of perjury, that all the signatures to the attached section were made 
in his presence, and that to the best of his knowledge and belief each signature to 
the section is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. No 
other affidavit is required. 

(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1191, §25.) 

6145. Verified nomination paper; evidence that signatures are genuine. 
A verified nomination paper is prima facie evidence that the signatures are 

genuine and that the persons signing it are voters, until it is otherwise proved by 
comparison of the signatures with the affidavits of registration in the office of the 
county clerk. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 6147. 

6146. Form of nomination paper; circulator's affidavit. 

The nomination paper for a candidate for the presidential preference portion of 
the ballot shall be in substantially the following form: 

SECTION OF NOMINATION PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF 
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY CANDIDATE , 

Section ____ Page ___ _ 

County of . Nomination paper of a presidential preference candidate 
for the American Independent Party presidential primary ballot. 

State of California } 
County of ______ ss. 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, the undersigned, am a voter of the County of . State of California, 
and am registered as intending to affiliate with the American Independent Party. 
I hereby nominate for the presidential preference portion of the Ameri
can Independent Party's presidential primary ballot, to be voted for at the presi
dential primary to be held on the day of ,19_. I have not 
signed the nomination paper of any other candidate for the same office, or for any 
group of delegates, to the national convention of the party, and I further declare 
that I intend to support the candidate named herein. 

Number Signature Printed name Residence 

1 __________________________________________ __ 
2 ____________________________________________ ___ 
3 ______________________________________ __ 

etc. __________________________________________________ __ 

ClRCULA TOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed as a 
circulator to secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper 
of a candida te in the presidential preference primary of the American Independent 
Party; that all the signatures on this section of the nomination paper numbered from 
1 to ' inclusive, were made in my presence, that the signatures were 
obtained between ,19_ and , 19~ and that to the best of 
my knowledge and belief each signature is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be . 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

(Signed) _--,,,----,... ____ __ 
Circulator 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1976, c.1191, §26.) 

6147. Fonn of nomination paper for candidates for delegates; circulator's 
affidavit. 

The nomination paper for a group of candidates for delegates, to the national 
convention shall be in substantially the following form: 
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SECfION OF NOMINATION PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF 
GROUP OF CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATES TO NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Section ____ Page ___ _ 

County of . Nomination paper of group of candidates for election as 
delegates by the American Independent Party pledged to the candidacy of 
,--___ as presidential nominee or expressing no preference, as the case may 
be. 

State of California } 
C f _ __ 55. 

ounty 0 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, the undersigned, am a voter of the County of . State of California, 
and am registered as intending to affiliate with the American Independent Party. 
I hereby nominate the following: 

Number Names 
Residence 

city 
or town 

County 

1 ________________________________________ ___ 
2 _____________________________ ___ 
3 _____________________________ ___ 

(to such number as may be required) etc., as candidates for delegates to the 
American Independent Party's National Convention, to be voted for at the presi
dential primary to be held on the day of ,19_. I have not 
signed the nomination paper of any other candidates for the same office, or of any 
candidate for presidential preference portion of the primary ballot, and I further 
declare that I intend to support for nomination the candidates named herein. 

Number Signature Printed name Residence 

1 ___________________________________________ _ 
2 ___________________________________________ _ 
3 ____________________________________________ _ 

ett. ____________________________ _ 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed as a 
circulator to secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper 
of the group of candidates named in the signer's statement above as candidates for 
nomination and election by the American Independent Party as delegates to 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 6149. 

represent the State of California in the party's next national convention; that all the 
signatures on this section of the nomination paper numbered from 1 to . 
inclusive, were made in my presence, that the signatures were obtained between 
;-;,,-;-7-" 19_ and . 19~ and that to the best of my knowledge and 
belief each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports 
to be. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and oorrect. 

(Signed) _----=::---,-____ _ 
Circulator 

(Amended by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §27.! 

6148. Appointment of circulators. 
Either a candidate, or his duly authorized representative, or a committee organ· 

ized to form a group of candidates for delegates, or its duly authorized repre
sentatives, may arrange for the appointment of circulators to serve within the 
county in which the circulators reside in securing signatures to the nomination 
paper of the candidate or group of candidates. The drculators thus appointed are 
the duly authorized circulators to secure signatures to the nomination paper of the 
candidate or group of candidates in that county. The form on which the circulators 
are appointed shall be filed with the county clerk of the county in which the 
circulators reside, at or before the time the nomination paper of the candidate or 
group of candidates is left with the oounty clerk for examination. Additional 
circula tors may be appointed in the same manner as the original circulators were 
appointed. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c.1191, §28') 

6149. Form of appointment of circulators; candidate. 
The circulators may be appointed by the candidate, or his duly authorized 

representative, on a form which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCULATORS BY CANDIDATE, OR HIS DULY 
AUTI-IORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

I, the undersigned candidate for the presidential preference primary of the 
American Independent Party (or duly authorized representative of ), 
do hereby appoint the following voters of the County of as circulators 
to obtain signatures, in that county, to nomination papers placing in 
nomination for the presidential preference primary. 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence 

etc. etc. 

CANDIDATE OR DULY AUTI-IORIZEDREPRESENTATIVE 

(Signed) __ -:-;-____________ --=--:--:-____ _ 
Name Residence 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of ,19_. 
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County Clerk 
By ______ ~--~-------

Deputy 
(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §29.) 

6150. Fonn of appointment of circulators; committee. 

The circulators may be appointed by the committee, or its duly authorized 
representatives, on a form which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCULATORS BY COMMITTEE, OR ITS DULY 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 

We, the undersigned, members of the committee (or duly authorized 
representatives of the committee), do hereby appoint the following 
voters of the County of as circulators to obtain signatures, in that 
county, to nomination papers placing in nomination as a group of candidates for 
election as delegates to represent the State of California in the next national 
convention of the American Independent Party that group of candidates organized 
by us (by the committee of which we are duly authorized representatives): 

CIRCULATORS 
Name Residence 

etc. etc. 

COMMITTEE OR ITS DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENT A TIVES 
(Signed) ______________________ _ 

Name Residence 

etc. etc. 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of ,19_. 

County Clerk 
By ______ ~--~-------

Deputy 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §30') 

6151. When circulators may obtain signatures. 

Circulators may obtain signatures to the nomination paper of the candidate or 
group of candidates for whom they were appointed, at any time not more than 104 
nor less than 74 days prior to the presidential primary. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §3J.! 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 6158. 

6152. County clerk may not be circulator; no circulation within 100 feet of 
polling place. 

A county clerk or deputy county clerk may not be appointed as a circulator; and 
circulators may not obtain signatures within 100 feet of any election booth or polling 
place. 

(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1191, §32.) 

6153. Collection of nomination papers by candidate or designee. 
Each section of a nomination paper, after being verified, shall be returned to the 

candidate, committee, or duly authorized representatives, by whom the circulator 
was appointed. All the sections circulated in any county shall be collected by the 
candidate, committee, or duly authorized representatives, who shall arrange and 
leave the sections with the county clerk for examination. 

(Amended by Slals.1976, c.1191, §33.) 

6154. Sections numbered in order before filing. 
Prior to filing, the sections of a nomination paper for any candidate or group of 

candidates shall be numbered in order. 
(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6155. Consolidation of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers, properly assembled, may be consolidated and fastened 

together by counties, but nomination papers signed by voters in different counties 
shall not be thus fastened together. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6156. County clerk to examine nomination papers. 
The county clerk shall examine all nomination papers left with him for exami

nation and shall disregard and mark "not sufficient" the name of any voter of his 
county which does not appear in the same handwriting on an affidavit of registra
tion in the office of the county clerk. He shall also disregard and mark "not 
sufficient" the name of any voter of his county who has not stated his intention to 
affiliate with the political party named in the nomination papers. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6157. Examination of certificate; submit to Secretary of State. 
Within five days after any nomination papers are left with him for examination, 

the county clerk shall: 
(a) Examine and affix to them a certificate reciting that he has examined them 

and stating the number of names which have not been marked "not sufficient." 
(b) Transmit the papers with the certificate of examination to the Secretary of 

State, who shall file the papers. 
(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1060, §3J 

6158. Form of certificate to nomination papers. 
The county clerk's certificate to nomination papers of a candidate or group of 

candidates shall be in substantially the following form: 

COUNTY CLERK'S CERTIFICATE TO NOMINATION PAPERS OF 
CANDIDATE OR GROUP OF CANDIDATES 

To the Secretary of State: 
I, County Clerk of the County of . hereby certify that I have examined 

the nomination papers, to which this certificate is attached, of the candidate or 
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group of candidates for election at the ensuing presidential primary, and that the 
number of names which I have not marked "not sufficient" is __ _ 

The candidate or group of candidates named in the nomination papers comprise 
the following (state names of candidates): 

etc. etc. etc. 

Dated this ____ day of ___ ~, 19_, 

County Clerk 
By ______ -= __________ __ 

Deputy 
(SEAL) 
(Added by St~ts. 1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

6159. Notification; sufficient number of signatures. 
Upon receipt of a sufficient number of signatures for the nomination of a 

candidate for the presidential preference primary ballot, the Secretary of State shall 
notify the candidate, or his duly authorized representative, of that fact. 

Upon receipt of a sufficient number of signatures for the nomination of a group 
of candidates for delegates, the Secretary of State shall notify the chairman of the 
committee of that fact. 

In each case, the Secretary of State shall advise the person receiving such 
notification that no more signatures will be received. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1060, §3.! 

Article 6. Certification and Publication of Delegate Lists 

6160. Secretary of State to prepare certified listi fonn of certified list. 
At least 59 days before a presidential primary, the Secretary of State shall 

transmit to each county clerk a certified list containing the names and addresses of 
the candidates for delegates for whom nomination papers have been filed and who 
are entitled to be voted for at the presidential primary. 

The certified list shall be in substantially the following form: 

CERTIFIED UST OF CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

To the County Clerk of County: 
I, ,Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the following list contains 

the name and post office address of each person for whom nomination papers have 
been filed in my office and who is entitled to be voted for at the presidential primary 
to be held on the day of , 19~ as delegate to the next 
national convention of the American Independent Party; I further certify that in the 
list, under the name of the person for whom a preference as nominee of the 
American Independent Party for President has been expressed, or under the name 
of the chairman of a group not expressing a preference, there is stated the name of 
each candidate for delegate who has filed a statement pursuant to Section 6138, and 
who may be voted for as one of a group. 

1993 150 

I 
I 

tI 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 

Candidates 
preferring 

Name Address 
Top of group 

1. _____ _ 
2. ______ _ 
3. ______ _ 

etc. 

LIST OF CANDIDATES 

American Independent Party 

Candidates 
preferring 

Name Address 
Top of group 

1. ______ _ 
2. ______ _ 
3. ______ _ 

etc. 

6163. 

No preference 
(Name of chairman) 

Name Address 
Top of group 

1. _____ _ 
2. _____ _ 
3. _____ _ 

etc. 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of ___ , 19_. 

Secretary of State 
(SEAL) 
(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §34.! 

6161. County clerk to publish notice. 
Immediately after the county clerk receives the certified list of candidates from 

the Secretary of State, he shall publish it in a presidential primary notice, under the 
proper party designation. The notice shall also contain: 

(a) The date of the election. 
(b) The hours during which the polls will be open. 
(Added by 5tals.1975, c. 1060, §3J 

6162. Publication made in county. 
The publication of the presidential primary notice shall be made in the county 

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1060, §3J 

6163. Fonn of notice. 
The notice of the list of candidates published by the county clerk shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

NOTICE BY COUNTY CLERK OF TIME AND PLACE OF AMERICAN 
INDEPENDENT PARTY PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION, AND NAMES 

AND ADDRESSES OF CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATE 

Notice is hereby given that a presidential primary election is to be held in the 
County of on the day of , 19 ~ and that herein
after under the designation of the American Independent Party there is stated the 
name and address of each person for whom nomination papers have been filed in 
the office of the Secretary of Sta te and who is enti tled to be voted for, at the election, 
as delegate to the next national convention of the American Independent Party; and 
that under the name of the person for whom a preference as nominee of the party 
has been expressed or under the name of the chairman of the group if the group 
has no preference for a particular candidate, there is stated the name of each of those 
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candidates for delegate who has filed a statement pursuant to Section 6138, and 
who may be voted for as one of the group: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
etc. 

Candidates 
preferring 

LIST OF CANDIDATES 
American Independent Party 

1. 
2. 
3. 
ete. 

Candidates 
preferring 

1. 
2. 
3. 

No preference 
(Name of chairman) 

etc. 

Notice is also given that at the presidential primary the polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the day thereof. 

Dated this day of .19_. 

County Clerk 
(Amended by 5Ials.1992. c. 970. §14.J 

Article 7. American Independent Presidential Primary Ballot 

6170. Fonnat of American Independent party ballot. 
For the presidential primary election, the format of the American Independent 

Party ballot shall be governed by the provisions of Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 10200) of Division 8, with the following exceptions: 

(a) In place of the heading "Delegates to National Convention, vote for one 
group only" shall appear the heading "Presidential Preference, vote for one". 

(b)Selected and unselected presidential candidates shaIl be listed below the 
heading specified in subdivision (a). 

(c) Below the presidential candidates shall appear in the same column, or in the 
next column if there is not sufficient space in the first column, the heading "Dele
gates to National Convention, vote for one group." 

(d) The instructions to voters shall be the same as provided for in Chapter 2 
(commencing with Section 10200) of Division 8 except that they shall begin with 
the words, "To express your preference for a candidate for nomination for Presi
dent, stamp a cross (+) in the square opposite the name of the candidate. Your vote 
in this portion of the ballot is advisory only. Delegates to the national convention 
will be elected in the delegate selection portion of the ballot." 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1438, §8.4.! 

6171. Filing as write-in candidate for presidential office. 
Any person who believes his name may be used as a write-in candidate for 

President of the United States shaIl, not later than 21 days before the primary 
election, file his endorsement of his write-in candidacy with the Secretary of State, 
or no votes shall be counted for him. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §3.J 
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Chapter 2. American Independent Party Presidential Primary 

Article 8. Postelection Proceedings 

6190. Secretary of State shall compile statement of returns. 

6198. 

The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, compile 
and file in his office a statement of the canvassed returns filed with him by the 
county clerks. 

The compiled statement shall show for each group the total of the votes received, 
the votes received in each county, and the names of the candidates comprising that 
group. 

(Amended by Stats.1976, c. 1191, §36.J 

6191. Secretary of State to issue certificate of election. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, issue 

a certificate of election to each person who is a member of the group which received 
the largest vote cast for any group of that party, such person thereby being elected 
as delegate to his national party convention. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6193. Filing of list of delegates. 
Any person who receives, by write-in vote, a plurality of the votes cast in the 

delegate selection primary shall, within 31 days after the primary election, file a list 
of delegates to the national convention with the Secretary of State in the manner 
prescribed in Sections 6133 and 6134. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6194. Failure to file list of delegates, 
If the candidate fails to file a list of delegates, the state central committee of the 

party shall within 10 days of the end of the 31-day period required in Section 6193 
file a list of delegates with the Secretary of State. The delegation shall go to the 
convention unpledged to any candidate. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6195. Delegates to select chairman. 
If a group of candidates for delegates preferring a particular presidential candi

date are elected at the presidential primary, the delegates to the national convention 
shall, before leaving the state to attend the convention, meet together and select a 
chairman of the delegation. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

6196. Chairman for delegates expressing no preference. 
If a group of candidates for delegates expressing no preference for a particular 

presidential candidate are elected, the chairman of the group shall serve as chair
man of the delegation. If, by any reason, the chairman of the group becomes unable 
to serve as chairman of the delegation, the delegates shall meet and select a new 
chairman as provided in Section 6195 . 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6197, Filling of vacancies in delegation. 
If a vacancy exists in the office of delegate or alternate, the chairman of the 

delegation shall designate a person to fill that vacancy. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.) 

6198. Alternate of delegate. 
The alternate of any delegate who is unable to attend the convention shall attend 

the convention in his place and shall otherwise discharge the duties of that delegate. 
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An alternate shall not vote in place of the delegate whom he represents when the 
delegate is occupying his seat at the convention. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1060, §3.J 

Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 

Article 1. General Provisions 

6200. Application of chapter;' 
The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the presidential primary 

ballot of the Peace and Freedom Party only. 
(Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 1191, §38.! 

6202. Portions of presidential primary ballot. 

The Peace and Freedom Party presidential primary ballot shall be divided into 
a presidential preference portion and a national convention delegate selection 
portion. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1056, §3.J 

6203. No filing fee. 
No filing fee is required from any person to be voted for at any Peace and 

Freedom Party presidential primary. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

Article 2. Qualification of Candidates for Presidential Preference Portion of 
Primary Ballot 

6210. Recognized candidate to be placed on ballot by Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall place the name of a candidate upon the Peace and 

Freedom Party presidential preference ballot when the Secretary of State shall have 
determined that such a candidate is generally advocated for or recognized through
out the United States or California as actively seeking the presidential nomination 

. of the Peace and Freedom Party or the national party with which the Peace and 
Freedom Party is affilia ted. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6210.5. Secretary of State to send letter to central committees. 
On or before January 7 of each presidential election year, the Secretary of State 

shall send a letter by first-class mail to the chairpeople of record of the Peace and 
Freedom Party state and county central committees, informing them that, while a 
response is not required, any information they wish to submit will be considered 
by the Secretary of State in the determination of candida tes to be placed on the Peace 
and Freedom Party presidential preference primary ballot pursuant to Section 6210. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1056, §3.J 

6211. Secretary of State to publish notice. 
On or before February 1 immediately preceding a presidential primary election, 

the Secretary of State shall publicly announce and distribute to the news media for· 
publication a list of the candidates she or he intends to place on the ballot at the 
following presidential primary election. Following this announcement, the Secre
tary of State may add to her or his selection, but she or he may not delete any 
candidate whose name appears on the announced list. The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of the list and any subsequent additions thereto to the chairpeople of 
the Peace and Freedom Party State and County Central Committees. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1056, §3.J 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6220. 

6212. Secretary of State to notify candidate selected. 
When the Secretary of State decides to place the name of a candidate on the ballot 

pursuant to Sections 6210 and 6211, the Secretary of State shaH notify the candidate 
that her or his name will appear on the Peace and Freedom Party presidential 
preference primary ballot of this state, but that a committee must be formed, 
delegates certified, and a petition filed pursuant to this chapter in order to have her 
or his name appear on the delegate selection portion of the presidential primary 
baHot. 

The Secretary of States hall also notify the candidate that she or he may withdraw 
her or his name from the ballot by filing with the Secretary of State an affidavit 
pursuant to Section 6213, no later than the 64th day before that election. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6213. Removal from list by filing affidavit. 
If a selected candidate or an unselected candidate files with the Secretary of State, 

no later than the 64th day before the presidential primary, an affidavit stating 
without qualification that she or he is not a candidate for the office of President of 
the United States at the forthcoming presidential primary election, that candidate's 
name shall be omitted from the list of names certified by the Secretary of State to 
the county clerks for the ballot and that candidate's name shall not appear on the 
preSidential preference portion of the primary ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6214. Circulation of nomination papers for unselected candidate. 
Any unselected candidate desiring to have her or his name placed on the 

preSidential preference primary ballot without filing a group of candidates for 
delegates, shall have nomination papers circulated in her or his behalf. In order to 
qualify such a candidate's name for placement on the presidential preference 
primary ballot, the candidate's nomination papers shall be signed by voters regis
tered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party equal in number to not less 
than 1 percent of the number of persons registered as members of the Peace and 
Freedom Party as reflected in the report of registration issued by the Secretary of 
State in January of the year of the presidential primary election. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6215. Petition not required for candidate supported by delegates. 
Whenever a group of candidates for delegates pledged to a particular presiden

tial candidate qualifies by petition for the national convention delegate selection 
portion of the presidential portion of the presidential primary ballot, the name of 
the presidential candidate to whom the group is pledged shall automatically be 
placed on the presidential preference portion of the ballot, without the filing of a 
separate petition for the presidential preference portion of the ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

Article 3. Determination of Number of Delegates to National Convention 

6220. Chairman to notify Secretary of State. 
The chairperson of the Peace and Freedom Party State Central Committee shall 

notify the Secretary of State on or before the 1st of February immediately preceding 
the presidential primary as to: 

(a) The name of that national party with which the Peace and Freedom Party has 
affiliated, by vote of its state central committee, and the address and telephone 
number of that national party's principal office, and 

(b) The number of delegates to represent the Peace and Freedom Party of 
California at the next national convention of that national party. 
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(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6221. Fonn of notification. 

The notification of national affiliation and number of national convention dele
gates shall be in substantially the following form: 

STATEMENT OF NATIONAL AFFlLIATION AND NUMBER OF NATIONAL 
CONVENTION DELEGATES FOR TIlE PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY OF 

CAliFORNIA 

To the Secretary of Sta te 
Sacramento, California 

You are hereby notified that the Peace and Freedom Party of California, by vote 
of its state central committee, has affiliated on the national level with the __ --,-c
Party. The address of the Party's principal office is , and its 
telephone number is ____ . 

You are further notified that the number of delegates to represent the Peace and 
Freedom Party of California in the next national convention of the Party 
is ___ _ 

Dated this ____ day of ___ ~, 19_. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6222. Failure to notify Secretary of State. 

Chairperson of the State Central 
Commi ttee of the Peace and 
Freedom Party of California 

H the chairperson of the Peace and Freedom Party State Central Committee fails 
to file the notice required by Section 6221 by the first day of February immediately 
preceding the presidential primary, the Secretary of State shall ascertain the party's 
national affiliation and the number of delegates from the chairperson or any other 
officer of record of the party state central committee or from the national party with 
which the Peace and Freedom Party was affiliated as indicated by the most recent 
statement of such affiliation on file by the chairperson of the party state central 
committee. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6223. Secretary of State to certify. 
On or before the 10th of February before the presidential primary, the Secretary 

of State shall certify the following to the county clerk of each county: 

(a) The name of that national party with which the Peace and Freedom Party is 
presently affiliated and the address and telephone number of that national party's 
principal office. 

(bJ The number of delegates to represent the Peace and Freedom Party of 
California in the next national convention of that national party. 

(c) The number of delegate candidates to be selected from each territory pursu
ant to Sections 6224 and 6225 by each committee proposing a group of national 
convention delegates. 

(Added by Stats.1975,c.1056,§3.J 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6234. 

6224. Boundary between north and south. 
For the purposes of this chapter, the boundary between the northern and 

southern territories of the state shall be that latitudinal line coinciding with the 
northern boundaries of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino Counties . 

IAdded by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6225. Candidates to be selected from territory. 
The number of delegate candidates to be selected from each territory by each 

group shall be, to the nearest whole number, proportional to that portion of the 
state's registered Peace and Freedom Party voters residing in each territory as 
reflected in statements of voters and political affiliation transmitted to the Secretary 
of State on the 135th day before the presidential primary election. 

IAdded by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

Article 4. Qualification of Group of Candidates for National Convention 
Delegate Portion of Primary Ballot 

6230. Five or more voters may propose candidates for delegates. 
Any five or more voters of the state who are registered as affiliated with the 

Peace and Freedom Party may join as a committee in proposing the nomination of 
a group of candidates for delegates. The committee may elect its officers, select the 
candidates for delegates, select the chairperson of the committee, appoint circula
tors, secure the endorsement of the person, if any, perferred by the committee as 
candidate for presidential nominee, appoint alternates, assemble and file all neces
sary papers, and take all other action which may be necessary for the organization 
and election of the group. The committee in performing its functions may act 
through its officers or designated representatives. 

IAmended by 5tats.1976,c.1191,§41.! 

6231. Committee to file statement. 
The committee, on or before the l04th day before the presidential primary 

election, shall file with the Secretary of State a statement containing the name of the 
committee and the names, residence addresses ar.d telephone numbers of at least 
five of its members, and its officers. 

IAdded by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6232. Number of candidates for delegates. 
The number of candidates for delegate grouped on a nomination paper shall be 

equal to the total number of delegates to be elected by the Peace and Freedom Party. 
IAdded by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6233. Candidates selected proportionally. 
The names of the grouped candida tes shall be so selected tha t the portion of such 

candidates for national convention delegates residing in the northern and southern 
territories shall be proportional, to the nearest whole number, to the portion of the 
state's Peace and Freedom Party registered voters residing in each territory as 
computed and certified by the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 6223. If the 
names are not so selected, the names shall not be certified by the Secretary of State. 

IAdded by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6234. Alternates to be selected. 
The number of alternates to be selected shall be no greater than one for each 

delegate, and the alternates shall be selected in the manner prescribed by Section 
6233. 

IAdded by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 
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6235. Each group of candidates shall have endorsement of presidential 
candidate. 

Each group of candidates for delegate, which intends to pledge itself to the 
candidacy of a particular candidate for presidential nominee, shall have the en
dorsement of the candidate for presidential nominee for whom the members of the 
group have filed a preference. The endorsement of the candidate for presidential 
nominee shall be filed with the Secretary of State before the circulation of any 
nomination papers of a group of candidates pledged to the support of her or his 
candidacy as presidential nominee. 

(Added by Slilts. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6236. Disqualification if filed with more than one group. 
Any candidate for delegate whose nomination paper is filed in more than one 

group is disqualified from running as a member of any group. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6237. Candidate shall file declaration. 
Each candidate for Peace and Freedom Party delegate to the national convention 

shall file with the Secretary of State, before the circulation of nomination papers of 
the group of candidates of which she or he is a member, a declaration which shall 
state the following: 

(a) Her or his residence, with street and number, if any. 
(b) That she or he is a voter registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom 

Party at her or his residence address. 
(c) That she or he is a candidate for office of delegate. 
(d) That she or he will not withdraw as a candidate before the presidential 

primary. 
(e) That she or he will qualify as a delegate if elected. 
(I) In the case of a candidate for delegate on a slate of delegates pledging itself 

to the candidacy of a particular candidate for presidential nominee, the following 
statement: til personally prefer as the nominee of the Peace and Free
dom Party for President of the United States, and hereby declare to the voters of 
the Peace and Freedom Party in the State of California that if elected as delegate to 
the national oonvention, I shall to the best of my judgment and ability, support 
07'C-~'- as the nominee of the Peace and Freedom Party for President of the 
United States." 

(g) In the case of a candidate for delegate on a slate of delegates not expressing 
a preference for a particular presidential candidate the following statement: '1 
express nO preference for a particular presidential candidate. The chairperson of 
my group is " 

The name of a candidate for presidential nominee shall not be placed on the 
ballot unless this declaration has been properly filed by each candidate for delegate 
of the group supporting the candidate. 

(Added by SlIlts.1975, c.1056, §3.J 

6238. Fonn of declaration. 
The declaration of a candidate for delegate shall be in substantially the following 

form: 

DEC LARA nON OF CANDIDATE FOR DELEGATE 

State of California } 
County of______ 55. 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6243. 

I, , reside and am a registered voter at -,--,-c---- (street ad-
dress) in the (City or Town) of , in the County of , State of 
California. 

I desire to be a candidate, at the presidential primary to be held on the 
day of June, 19_, for delegate to the next national convention of the 

-----Party with which the Peace and Freedom Party of Cali fomi a is affiliated 
on the national level and I will qualify as a delegate if elected. 

I personally prefer as the nominee of the Peace and Freedom Party 
for President of the United States, and hereby declare to the voters of the Peace and 
Freedom Party in the State of California that if elected as delegate to the national 
party convention, I shall to the best of my judgment and ability, support-,-,--,--;;c-:_ 
as the nominee of the Peace and Freedom Party for President of the United States. 
(This statement of preference shall be omitted where the candidate for delegate is 
part of a group not expressing a preference for a particular presidential candidate.) 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed at , California, this day of ,19_. 

(Signed) _______ _ 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6239. Nomination papers signed by voters. 
Nomination papers for candidates for delegates shall be signed by voters 

registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party equal in number to not 
less than 1 percent of the number of persons registered as members of the Peace 
and Freedom Party as reflected in the reports of registration transmitted to the 
Secretary of State on the 135th day before the presidential primary. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

Article 5. Preparation, Circulation and Filing of Nominating Papers 

6240. Application of article. 
This article applies to the nomination of a candidate for the presidential prefer

ence portion of the primary ballot, to the nomination of a slate of delegates pledged 
to the candidacy of a particular candidate, and to the nomination of a slate of 
delegates not expressing a preference for a particular candidate. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6241. Examination of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers properly prepared, circulated, signed an~ verified shall be 

left, for examination, with the county clerk of the county in which they are circulated 
at least 74 days prior to the presidential primary. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1056, §3.! 

6242. Sign only one paper. 
Each signer of a nomination paper for the presidential primary ballot may sign 

only one such paper. The signer shall add her or his printed name and place of 
residence indicating city and giving the street and number if such exists . 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §42.) 

6243. Presentation in sections; those eligible to sign. 
Any nomination paper may be presented in sections. Each section shall contain 

the name of the preSidential preference candidate, or the names of the candidates 
for delegates comprising the group, and, if such is the case, that they have expressed 
a preference for a named person as candidate for presidential nominee of the party. 
Each section shall bear the name of the county in which it is circulated. Only voters 
of the county registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party are compe
tent to sign. 
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(Added by 5tat5.1975, c.1056, §3.! 

6244. Declaration of circulator. 
Each section shall be prepared with the lines for signatures numbered, and shall 

have attached the declaration of the circulator who obtained signatures to it, stating, 
under penalty of perjury, that she or he is a voter registered as affiliated with the 
Peace and Freedom Party, that all the signatures to the attached section were made 
in her or his presence, and that to the best of her or his knowledge and belief each 
signature to the section is the genuine signature of the person whose name it 
purports to be. No other declaration is required. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1976, c.1191, §43.! 

6245. Verified nomination paper; evidence that signatures are genuine. 
A verified nomination paper is prima facie evidence that the signatures are 

genuine and that the persons signing it are voters registered as affilliated with the 
Peace and Freedom Party until it is otherwise proven by comparison of the 
signatures with the affidavits of registration in the office of the country clerk. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6246. Form of nomination paper; circulator's declaration. 
The nomination paper for a candidate for the presidential preference portion of 

the ballot shall be in substantially the following form: 

SECTION OF NOMINATION PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF 
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY CANDIDATE 

Section __ :o---_.Page ___ _ 
County of ___ _ 

Nomination paper of a presidential preference candidate for the Peace and 
Freedom Party presidential primary ballot. 

State of California } 
C f _ __ 55. ounty 0 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

Ii the undersigned, am a voter of the County of . State of California, 
and am registered as affilated with the Peace and Freedom Party. I hereby nominate 
_----;-;--"for the presidential preference portion of the Peace and Freedom Party's 
presidential primary ballot, to be voted for at the presidential primary to be held 
on the day of June, 19_. I have not signed the nomination paper of any 
other candidate for the same office, or for any group of delegates to the national 
convention of the Party, with which the Peace and Freedom Party of 
California is affiliated on the national level. 

Number 

1. 
2. 
3. 

1993 

Signature 
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Residence 
street address 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6247. 

etc. _________________________ _ 

CIRCULA roR'S DECLARA nON 

I, ' affirm that I am a voter registered as affiliated with the Peace and 
Freedom Party in County, that I have been appointed as a circulator to 
secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper of a 
candidate in the presidential preference primary of the Peace and Freedom Party, 
that all the signatures on this section of the nomination paper numbered from 1 to 
;:-:-:_=~. inclusive, were made in my presence that the signatures were obtained 
between 19_and 19~and thattothebestofmyknowledge 
and belief each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it 
purports to be. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed at , California, this day of , 19_. 

(Signed) ___ ----;:;::---;-:-_ 
Circulator 

(Printed name) _______ _ 
(Amended by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §44.) 

6247. Fonn of nomination paper for candidates for delegates; circulator's 
declaration. 

The nomination paper for a group of candidates for delegates to the national 
convention shaH be in substantiaHy the foHowing form: 

SECTION OF NOMINA nON PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF 
GROUP OF CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATES TO NA nONAL CONVENTION 

Section __ ~_ Page ___ _ 
County of ___ _ 

Nomination paper of group of candidates for election as delegates by the Peace 
and Freedom Party pledged to the candidacy of as presidential nominee 
or expressing no preference, as the case may be. 

State of California } 
County of______ ss. 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, the undersigned, am a voter of the County of -~o-~' State of California, 
and am registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party. I hereby 
nominate the following: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Number Names 
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Residence 
city or 
town County 
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6248. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

etc. ______________________________________________________ __ 

(to such number as may be required) as candidates for delegate to the national 
convention of the Party, with which the Peace and Freedom Party of 
California is affiliated on the national level, to be voted for at the presidential 
primary to be held on the day of June, 19_. I have not signed the 
nomination paper of any other group of candidates for delegates to the national 
convention or of any candidate for the presidential preference portion of the 
primary ballot. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Number Signature 
Printed 
name 

Residence 
street address 

lcity 

etc. __________________________________________________ ___ 

CIRCULATOR'S DECLARA nON 

I, . affirm that I am a voter registered as affiliated with the Peace and 
Freedom Party in County, that I have been appointed as a circulator to 
secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper of the group 
of candidates named in the signer's statement above as candidates for nomination 
and election by the Peace and Freedom Party as delegates to represent the Peace 
and Freedom Party of California in the Party's next national conven
tion, that all the signatures on this section of the nomination paper numbered from 
1 to . inclusive, were made in my presence, that the signatures were 
obtained between 19 ~ and 19_, and thatto the best of my 
knowledge and belief each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose 
name it purports to be. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed at , California, this day of ,19_. 

(Signed) _--:::;---,-____ _ 
Circulator 

(Printed name) ______________ _ 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §45.J 

6248. Appointment of circulators. 
Either a candidate or the candidate's duly authorized representative, or a 

committee organized to form a group of candidates for delegates, or its duly 
authorized representatives, may appoint circulators to serve in any county of the 
state in securing signatures to the nomination paper of the candidate or group of 
candidates. The form on which the circulators are appointed shall be filed with the 
county clerk of each county in which the circulators secure signatures, at or before 
the time the nomination paper of the candidate or group of candidates is left with 
the county clerk for examination. Additional circulators may be appointed in the 
same manner as the original verification deputies were appointed. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §46.J 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6250. 

6249. Form of appointment of circulators; candidate. 
The circulators may be appointed by the candidate or the candidate's authorized 

representative on a form which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCULATORS BY CANDIDATE OR BY CANDIDATE'S 
DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

I, the undersigned candidate for the presidential preference primary of the Peace 
and Freedom Party (or duly authorized representative of ), do hereby 
appoint the following voters registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom 
Party, as circulators to obtain signatures to nomination papers placing ___ _ 
in nomination for the presidential preference primary. 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence County 

etc. etc. etc. 

CANDIDATE OR DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

(Signed) __ = _____ _ 
Name Residence 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of ,19_. 

County Clerk 

Deputy 
(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. JJ91, §47.J 

6250. Form of appointment of circulators; committee 
The circulators may be appointed by the committee, or its duly authorized 

representatives, on a form which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCULATORS BY COMMITTEE OR ITS DULY 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 

We, the undersigned, members of the committee (or duly authorized 
representatives of the committee), do hereby appoint the following 
voters registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party as circulators to 
obtain signatures to nomination papers for that group of candidates for election as 
delegates organized by us (or by the committee of which we are duly authorized 
representatives) to represent the Peace and Freedom Party of California in the 
____ Party's next national convention: 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence County 
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etc. etc. etc. 

COMMITIEE OR ITS DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 
(Signed) ________ _ 

Name 
(Signed) ________ _ 

Name 

(Signed) __ ~ _____ _ 
Name 

etc. 

Residence 

Residence 

Residence 
etc. 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of ,19_. 

County Clerk 
By _____ _ 

Deputy 
(Amended by 5tats.1976, c, 1191, §48.J 

6251. When circulators may obtain signatures. 
Circulators may obtain signatures to the nomination paper of the candidate or 

group of candidates for whom they were appointed, at any time not more than 104 
nor less than 74 days prior to the presidential primary. 

(Amended by 5tats, 1976, c. 1191, §49.J 

6252. Collection of nomination papers by candidate or representative. 
Each section of a nomination paper, after being verified, shall be returned by the 

verification deputy who circulated it to the candidate, committee, or duly author
ized representatives, by whom the verification deputy was appointed. All the 
sections circulated in any county shall be collected by the candidate, committee, or 
duly authorized representatives, who shall arrange and leave the sections with the 
county clerk for examination. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c, 1056, §3.J 

6253. Sections numbered in order before filing. 
Prior to filing, the sections of a nomination paper for any candidate or group of 

candidates shall be numbered in order. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c, 1056, §3.) 

6254. Consolidation of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers, properly assembled, may be consolidated and fastened 

together by counties, but nomination papers signed by voters in different counties 
shall not be thus fastened together, 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c, 1056, §3.J 

6255. County Clerk to examine nomination papers. 
The county clerk shall examine all nomination papers left with her or him for 

examination and shall disregard and mark "not sufficient" the name of any voter 
of that county which does not appear in the same handwriting on an affidavit of 
registration in the office of the county clerk. The county clerk shall also disregard 
and mark "not sufficient" the name of any voter of the county who is not registered 
as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party. 

(Added by 5tats, 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6258. 

6256. Examination certificate; submit to Secretary of State. 

Within five days after any nomination papers are left with the county clerk for 
examination, the county clerk shall: 

(a) Examine and affix to them a certificate reciting that she or he has examined 
them and stating the number of names which have not been marked "not suffi
cient." 

(b) Transmit the papers with the certificate of examination to the Secretary of 
State, who shall file the papers. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6257. Fonn of certificate to nomination papers. 

The county clerk's certificate to nomination papers of a candidate or group of 
candidates shall be in substantially the following form: 

COUNTY CLERK'S CERTIFICATE TO NOMINATION PAPERS OF 
CANDIDATE OR GROUP OF CANDIDATES 

To the Secretary of State: 

I, county clerk of the County of , hereby certify that I have examined 
the nomination papers, to which this certificate is attached, of the presidential 
candidate or group of candidates for delegates at the ensuing presidential primary, 
and that the number of names which I have not marked "not sufficient" is 

The candidate or group of candidates named in the nomination papers comprise 
the following (state names of candidates): 

etc. etc, etc. 

Dated this ____ day of ___ ~, 19_. 

County Clerk 
By ___ ~_~ ___ __ 

Deputy 

(SEAL) 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6258. Notification; sufficient number of signatures . 
(a) Upon receipt of a sufficient number of signatures for the nomination of a 

candidate for the presidential preference primary ballot, the Secretary of State shall 
notify the candidate or the candidate's duly authorized representative of that fact, 

(b) Upon receipt of a sufficient number of signatures for the nomination of a 
group of candidates for delegates, the Secretary of State shall notify the chairperson 
of the committee of that fact. 

(c) In each case, the Secretary of State shall advise the person receiving such 
notification that no more signatures will be received. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1056, §3.) 
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Article 6. Certification and Publication of Names of Presidential Preference 
Candidates and Candidates for National Convention Delegate 

6260. Secretary of State to prepare certified list. 
At least 59 days before the presidential primary, the Secretary of State shall 

transmit to each county clerk a certified list containing the names of the candidates 
to appear on the Peace and Freedom Party presidential preference primary ballot 
and the names and addresses of the candidates for delegates for whom nomination 
papers have been filed and who are entitled to be voted for at the presidential 
primary. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6261. Fonn of certified list. 
The certified list required by Section 6260 shall be in substantially the following 

form: 

CERTIFIED LIST OF CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
PRIMARY AND CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION DELEGATE 

To the County Clerk of ____ County: 

I, , Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the names of the candi-
dates to appear on the June .19 ---.J Peace and Freedom Party presidential 
preference primary ballot, in the order which they are to appear, are: 

etc. etc. 

I further certify that the following list contains the name and post office address 
of each person who is entitled to be voted for at the June .19--" Peace 
and Freedom Party presidential primary election as a candidate for delegate to the 
next national convention of the Party with which the Peace and Free
dom Party of California is affiliated on the national level. I further certify that the 
groups of candidates for delegate each appear under the name of the person for 
whom the group has expressed a preference as nominee of the Peace and Freedom 
Party for President, or under the name of the group chairperson in case of a group 
not expressing a preference, and that the groups are listed in the order in which 
they are to appear on the national convention delegate portion of the Peace and 
Freedom Party presidential primary ballot. 

1993 

LIST OF CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL 
CONVENTION DELEGATE 

PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 

Name 

Top of group 

Candidates 
preferring 
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Chapter 3, Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 

1 ________________ __ 
2 ________________ __ 
3 ________________ __ 

etc. 

Name 

Top of group 

Candidates expressing 
no preference 

(Name of chairperson) 

1 __________ _ 
2 _________ _ 
3 ________________ __ 

etc. 

6264. 

etc. 

Address 

etc. 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of 19_, 

Secretary of State 
(SEAL) 
(Added by 5lals, 1975, c.l056, §3.i 

6262. County clerk to publish nolice. 
Immediately after the rounty clerk receives the certified list of candidates from 

the Secretary of State, the rounty clerk shall publish it in a Peace and Freedom Party 
presidential primary notice. The notice shall also contain the date of the election 
and the hours during which the polls will be open. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §3.i 

6263. Publication made in county. 
The publication of the presidential primary notice shall be made in the county 

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code. 
(Added by Stals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.i 

6264. Form of notice. 
The notice of the list of candidates published by the county clerk shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

NOTICE BY COUNTY CLERK OF TIME AND PLACE OF PEACE AND 
FREEDOM PARTY PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION AND NAMES OF 

CANDIDATES 

Notice is hereby given that a Peace and Freedom Party presidential primary 
election is to be held in the County of on the day of June, 
19-, and that the names of the candidates, in the order of their appearance on the 
Peace and Freedom Party presidential preference primary ballots, are: 
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etc. etc. 

and that the following list contains the name and address of each person who is 
entitled to be voted for at the June .19_, Peace and Freedom Party 
presidential primary election as a candidate for delegate to the national convention 
of the Party, with which the Peace and Freedom Party of California is 
affiliated on the nationaiievei, and that the groups of candidates for deiegate, each 
appear under the name of the person for whom the group has expressed a 
preference as nominee of the Peace and Freedom Party for President or under the 
name of the group chairperson in the case of a group expressing no preference for 
a particuiar candidate, and that the groups appear in the order in which they are 
to appear on the national convention delegate portion of the Peace and Freedom 
Party presidentiai primary baliot: 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1993 

UST OF CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION 
DELEGATE 

PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 

Name 

Top of group 

etc. 

Name 

Top of group 

etc. 

Candidates 
preferring 

Candidates expressing 
no preference 

(Name of chairperson) 
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Chapter 3. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary 6285. 

Notice is also given that at the presidential primary the polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the day thereof. 

Dated this day of . 19_ . 

County Clerk 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

Article 7. Peace and Freedom Party Presidential Primary Ballot 

6270. Fonnat of Peace and Freedom party ballot, 
Upon the filing of nomination papers, the preSidential preference primary 

candidate or slate of delegate candidates shall be voted upon, but the names of 
candidates for delegates to the national convention shall not be printed upon the 
ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

6271. Fonnat of Peace and Freedom party ballot. 
For the presidential primary election, the format of the Peace and Freedom Party 

ballot shall be governed by the provisions of Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 
10200) of Division 8 of this code, with the following exceptions: 

(a) In place of the heading "Delegates to National Convention, vote for one 
group only" shall appear the heading "Presidential Preference, vote for one." 

(b) Selected and unselected presidential candidates shall be listed below the 
heading specified in subdivision (a). 

(c) Below the presidential candidates shall appear in the same column, or in the 
next column if there is not sufficient space in the first column, the heading 
"Delegates to National Convention, vote for one group." 

(d) Presidential candidates who have qualified for the ballot and to whom 
delegations are pledged, and the chairpersons of unpledged delegations which 
have qualified for the ballot, shall be listed below the heading specified in subdi
vision (c). 

(e) The instructions to voters shall be the same as provided for in Chapter 2 of 
Division 8 of this code except that they shall begin with the words, "To express 
your preference for a candidate for nomination for President, stamp a cross (+) in 
the square opposite the name of the candidate. Your vote in this portion of the ballot 
is advisory only. Delegates to the national convention will be elected in the delegate 
selection portion of the ballot." 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §8.7.) 

6272. Filing as write-in candidate for presidential office. 
Any person who believes his or her name may be used as a write-in candidate 

for President of the United States shall, not later than 21 days before the primary 
election, file an endorsement of his or her write-in candidacy with the Secretary of 
State, or no votes shall be counted for that write-in candidate. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.! 

Article 8. Certification of National Convention Delegates Elected and 
Postelection Proceedings 

6285. Number of delegates to be certified. 
The number of delegates to be certified as elected from each group of delegate 

candidates shall be the whole number nearest the product obtained by multiplying 
the total number of delegates to be elected by the ratio which that group's vote 
bears to the total of votes cast for all such groups of delegates, with the following 
to apply in order to adjust the total number of delegates certified to the total number 
to which the state is entitled: 
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(a) If this procedure would result in a total number of delegates being elected 
greater than the number to which the state is entitled, theca1culation outlined above 
shall be repeated using a total vote cast for all groups of delegates which is 
sufficiently larger than the actual total vote so as to give a total number of delegates 
elected equal to the number to which the state is entitled. 

(b) If this procedure would result in a total number of delegates being elected 
smaller than the number to which the state is entitled, the calculation outlined 
above shall be repeated using a total vote cast for all groups of delegates which is 
sufficiently smaller than the actual total vote so as to give a total number of 
delegates elected equal to the number to which the state is entitled. 

(c) If, due to a tie which renders unworkable the procedure for adjusting to the 
proper delegate total outlined in subdivisions (a) and (b), those delegate candidates 
so tied shall be certified as elected with a fractional vote proportional to their 
group's total vote so that the total number of delegates certified, including the 
fractional-vote delegates, equals the number to which the state is entitled. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6286. Secretary of State to send semiofficial canvaSs. 

The Secretary of State shall send, not more than three business days after the 
presidential primary, to the chairperson of each committee qualifying a group of 
candidates for national convention delegates for the Peace and Freedom Party 
presidential primary ballot a copy of the semiofficial canvass of the vote for each 
such group of delegates showing the vote for each group in each county, the total 
statewide vote for each group, and the tentative number of delegates which each 
group will be entitled to have declared elected. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6287. Group to detennine order of members to be certified. 
Each group of candidates for delegate shall meet or confer after the presidential 

primary and by majority vote shall determine the order in which members of the 
group shall be certified as elected by the Secretary of State. The order so determined 
shall commence with a resident of either the northern or the southern territories, 
and the names thereafter shall alternate between residents of the northern and 
southern territories until such alternation is no longer possible. The order SO 

determined shall be certified to the Secretary of State by the chairperson of the 
committee forming the group not later than the 21st day after the election. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6288. Secretary of State to file statement of canvasS. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, file in 

her or his office a statement of the canvassed returns for the Peace and Freedom 
Party presidential preferential primary and the national convention delegate selec
tion election, compiled from the returns filed with the Secretary of State by the 
county clerks. The compiled statement shall show, for each candidate or group, the 
total of the votes received, the votes received in each county, and, in the case of a 
group, the names of the candidates comprising that group. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1191, §51.) 

6289. Secretary of State shall issue certificate of election. 
The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, issue 

a certificate of election to as many persons in each group as are entitled to be 
declared elected from that group pursuant to Section 6285. The names certified from 
each group shall be certified in t1>e order in which they were specified by the group 
pursuant to Section 6287. If no such order was specified, the Secretary of Stale shall 
certify as many persons from the group as are entitled to be elected from the order 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6300. 

in which the candidates' names appeared on the group's nomination paper, with 
the additional requirement that an equal number of names be selected of persons 
residing in the northern and the southern territories, OT, if the number to be selected 
is odd, that one more person residing in the territory with the greater portion of the 
state's registered Peace and Freedom Party voters shall be certified than the number 
of persons certified residing in the other territory. Certification of any delegates to 
which a write-in candidate is entitled shall be made within three business days of 
the receipt of the names of such delegates pursuant to Sections 6291 and 6292. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6290. Write-in candidate filing list of delegates. 
Any person who receives, by write-in votes, a sufficient number of votes in the 

national convention delegate selection portion of the Peace and Freedom Party 
presidential primary to be entitled to one or more convention delegates pursuant 
to Section 6285, shall, within 31 days after the primary election, file a list of as many 
delegates as the person is entitled to with the Secretary of State. The delegates thus 
selected shall meet the residence distribution requirement specified in Section 6233 
and shall be voters registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party in 
California. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6291. Failure to file list of delegates. 
If a write-in candidate fails to file the list of delegates pursuant to Section 6290, 

the state central committee of the party shall, within 10 days of the end of the31-day 
period specified in Section 6290, file a list of such delegates with the Secretary of 
State. Any delegates so certified by the state central committee shall go to the 
convention unpledged to any candidate. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

6292. Delegates may meet to select chairperson. 
The elected delegates may, if they desire, meet or confer prior to attending the 

convention to select a chairperson of the delegation and to fill any vacancies in the 
office of delegate or alternate. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6293. Alternate of delegate. 
The alternate of any delegate who is unable to attend the convention shall attend 

the convention in the delegate's place and shall otherwise discharge the duties of 
that delegate. An alternate shall not vote in the place of the delegate whom the 
alternate represents when the delegate is occupying her or his seat at the conven· 
tion. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §3.) 

6294. Certification of national convention delegate list. 
The Secretary of State shaUl as soon as practicable, certify to the chairperson of 

the state central committee and to the chairperson of each party county central 
committee of record, the final list of national convention delegates. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §3.J 

Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 

Article 1. General Provisions. 

6300, Title of chapter. 
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the" Alquist Open Presidential 

Primary Actu
• 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1111, §2.) 
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6301. Application of chapter. 
The provisions of this chapter apply to the Democratic Party. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1111, §2.! 

6303. Application of chapter. 
This chapter applies both to the selection of delegates and alternates pledged to 

the candidacy of a particular candidate and to the selection of delegates and 
alternates not expressing a preference for a particular candidate. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1111, §2.) 

6303.1. Participation in delegate selection. 
(a) Participation in the delegate selection process in primaries and caucuses shall 

be restricted to Democratic voters only who publicly declare their party preference 
as Democratic supporters and whose affidavits of registration declare the Demo
cratic Party as their party affiliation. At no stage of the delegate selection process 
shall any person be required, directly or indirectly, to pay a cost or fee as a condition 
for participating in the delegate selection process. 

(b) No person shall participate or vote in the nominating process for the 
Democratic presidential candidate who also participates in the nominating proc
esses of any other party in the same presidential election year. 

(c) No person shall participate in more than one congressional district delegate 
caucus. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §1.! 

6303.2. Meetings and dates consistent with chapter. 
All official Democratic Party meetings and events related to the national con

vention delegate selection process, including caucuses, conventions, committee 
meetings, filing dates, and party enrollment periods shall be scheduled for dates, 
times, and public places which are consistent with this chapter and which would 
be most likely to encourage the participation of all Democrats. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §2.) 

6303.3. Consideration in delegate selection. 
(a) In the selection of the state's national convention delegation as a whole, 

consideration shall be given to achieving the goals of the State Democratic Party's 
affirmative action plan. 

(b) There shall be approximately equal division between delegate men and 
delegate women and altematemen and alternate women in the national convention 
delegation. 

(Amended by 5tals. 1988, c. 8, §3.! 

Article 2. Number and Certification of Delegates and Alternates 

6305. Chairperson to notify Secretary of State as to delegates. 
(a) The chairperson of the Democratic State Central Committee shall notify the 

Secretary of State on or before the first of February immediately preceding the 
presidential primary as to the number of delegates and alternates to represent the 
state in the next national convention of the Democratic Party. 

(b) The chairperson shall notify each statewide-elected officeholder, each Mem
berof the Legislature, each United States Senator from California, and each Member 
of the House of Representatives from California who is affiliated with the Demo
cratic Party as to the officeholder's right to serve as a pledged elected official 
delegate to the Democratic National Convention. 

(c) The chairperson shall also notify the Secretary of State at the time prescribed 
in subdivision (a) as to the number of delegates which may be selected from each 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6306. 

congressional district in connection with the presidential primary. The number of 
delegates which may be selected from each congressional district shall be based on 
a formula which apportions 75 percent of the state's base delegation allocated by 
the Democratic National Committee, among the congressional districts in a manner 
which gives equal weight to the vote for the Democratic candidates in the most 
recent presidential and gubernatorial elections. 

The number of delegates allocated to each congressional district shall be 
rounded off to the nearest whole integer. The remaining delegates and alternates 
shall be selected pursuant to Article 10 (commencing with Section 6365). 

(d) Delegates and alternate delegates apportioned to each congressional district 
shall be selected based on the proportion of the vote a presidential candidate or 
uncommitted delegation receives within the congressional district pursuant to 
Section 6365. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1988, c. 8, §4.J 

6305.1. Statement of candidacy; presidential preference, written notification 
for election as recommended candidate. 

(a) All persons wishing to be elected to a district-level or at-large delegate or 
alternate position shall file a statement of candidacy designating the presidential 
or uncommitted preference of the delegate candidate, and a signed pledge of 
support for the presidential candidate the person favors, if any, with the state party 
chair by a time specified by the party chair. 

(b) If persons eligible for pledged party and elected official delegate positions 
have not made known their presidential preference under subdivision (a), their 
preferences shall be ascertained through alternative procedure established by the 
Democratic State Party. An alternative system may have a later deadline for 
submitting a pledge of support than the regular procedure. 

(c) All presidential candidates or uncommitted delegations shall hold caucuses 
to select congressional district delegate candidates and alternate delegate candi
dates pursuant to Section 6329. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §5.) 

6305.2. Proportion of alternate delegates. 
The proportions of alternate delegates elected at the district level, at-large, and 

as unpledged and pledged add-on party and elected officials alternates shall be the 
same as the proportions of delegates elected in those categories. 

Members of Congress selected as unpledged delegates at a Democratic Caucus 
of the United States House of Representatives and at a Democratic Conference of 
the United States Senate, as provided by Democratic National Committee Rules, 
shall not be entitled to name a replacement. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1983, c.1166, §3.J 

6306. Form of notification. 
The notification of the number of delegates and alternate delegates shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

Statement of Number of Delegates and Alternate Delegates to Democratic 
National Convention and of Number of Delegates and Alternate Delegates to Be 

Selected from Congressional Districts 

To the Secretary of State 
Sacramento, California 
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You are hereby notified that the number of delegates and alternate delegates to 
represent the State of California in the next national convention of the Democratic 
Party is ____ . 

You are hereby notified that the number of delegates which may be selected 
from all congressional districts as a part of the delegation to the national convention 
of the Democratic Party is as follows: 

Congressional District No.1. _ delegates _ alternates. 
Congressional District No.2. _ delegates _ alternates. 
Congressional District No.3. _ delegates _ alternates. 
(Followed by the remaining congressional districts). 
You are hereby notified that the number of pledged party and elected offidal 

delegates, at-large delegates, and at-large alternate delegates is as follows: 
Pledged Party and Elected Offidal Delegates ___ _ 
At-large Delegates ___ _ 
At-large Alternate Delegates ___ _ 
Dated this day of , 19_. 

(Amended by Slals. 1988, c. 8, §6.J 

6307. Failure to file notice. 

Chairperson of the 
State Central Committee 
of the Democratic Party. 

If the chairperson of the Democratic State Central Committee fails to file the 
notice required by Section 6305 with the Secretary of State, the Secretary of State 
shall ascertain the total number of delegates from the call for the national conven
tion issued by the National Committee of the Democratic Party and shall compute 
the number of delegates which may be selected from each congressional district 
from the formula specified in Section 6305. 

(Amended by Slats. 1988, c. 8, §7.J 

Article 3. Selection of Candidates by the Secretary of State 

6310. Application of article. 
This article shall apply to the designation of candidates by the Secretary of State 

for placement only on the presidential primary ballot. 
(Added by Slals.1975, c.1111, §2.) 

6311. Recognized candidate placed on ballot by Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall place the name of a candidate upon the presidential 

primary ballot when he or she has determined that such a candidate is generally 
advocated for or recognized throughout the United States or California as actively 
seeking the nomination of the Democratic Party for President of the United States. 
The Secretary of State shall include as criteria for selecting candidates the fact of 
qualifying for funding under the Federal Elections Campaign Act as amended in 
1974. 

After January 1, but on or before February 1, immediately preceding a presiden
tial primary election, the Secretary of State shall publicly announce and distribute 
to the news media for publication a list of the selected candidates that he or she 
intends to place on the ballot at the following presidential primary election. 
Following this announcement the Secretary of State may add candidates to the 
selection, but he or she may not delete any presidential candidate whose name 
appears on the announced list except as provided in Section 6313. 

(Amended by Slais. 1988, c. 8, §8.) 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 

6312. Secretary of State to notify candidates selected; notice to include 
withdrawal procedures, and time. 

6325. 

When the Secretary of State decides to place the name of a candidate on the ballot 
pursuant to Section 6311, he or she shall notify the candidate that the candidate's 
name will appear on the ballot of this state in the presidential primary election. 

The secretary shall also notify the candidate that the candidate may withdraw 
his or her name from the list of recognized candidates by filing with the Secretary 
of State an affidavit pursuant to Section 6313 no later than the 64th day before the 
presidential primary election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 393, §8.J 

6313. Withdrawing presidential candidate omitted from certified list. 
If a selected candidate or an unselected candidate files with the Secretary of 

State, no later than the time specified in Section 6312, an affidavit stating without 
qualification that he or she is not now a candidate for the office of President of the 
United States, and stating that similar documents, also without qualification, have 
been or will be timely filed, where applicable, with the appropriate public election 
official in all other states holding open presidential primaries, such candidate'S 
name shall be omitted from the list of names certified by the Secretary of State to 
the county clerks for the ballot and his or her name shall not appear on the ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §lOJ 

Article 4. Qualification of Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations 

6315. Application of article. 
This article shall apply to the qualification for placement on the presidential 

primary ballot of candidates who are not selected candidates as referred to in 
Section 6311, and each group, consisting of at least seven voters of the state who 
are registered as affiliated with the Democratic Party, proposing the selection of 
delegates expressing no preference for a candidate for President, hereinafter re
ferred to as an "uncommitted delegation." Such additional candidates who qualify 
under this article shall hereinafter be referred to as unselected candidates. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 19, §3.! 

6316. Circulation of nomination papers for unselected candidates. 
Any unselected candidate or uncommitted delegation desiring to be placed on 

the presidential primary ballot shall have nomination papers circulated on behalf 
of the candidacy. In order to qualify for placement on the presidential primary 
ballot, the candidate's or uncommitted delegation's nomination papers shall be 
signed by voters registered as affiliated with the Democratic Party equal in number 
to not less than 1 percent or 500, whichever is fewer, in each congressional district 
of the number of persons registered as members of the Democratic Party in the 
report of registration issued by the Secretary of State in January of the presidential 
primary year. 

The unselected candidates or uncommitted delegations shall meet the statewide 
signature requirements from each congressional district in order to be eligible for 
placement on the ballot in anyone congressional district. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §1O.5! 

Article 5. Steering Committees 

6325. Appointment of steering committee. 
Each selected candidate and each candidate who seeks to qualify under Article 

4 (commencing with Section 6315) of this chapter and each group proposing an 
uncommitted delegation shall appoint a steering committee of seven members and 
shall appoint one of the members to serve as the chairperson. 
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(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §11.J 

6326, Chairperson to file statement, 

The chairperson of a steering committee, at least 85 days prior to the presidential 
primary, shall file with the Secretary of State a statement containing the names and 
addresses of the members of the steering committee. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §12.J 

6327. Committee responsibilities. 
Each steering committee shall be responsible for the circulation of nomination 

papers of candidates who seek to qualify under Article 4 (commencing with Section 
6315) of this chapter and groups proposing uncommitted delegations, including 
the appointment of verification deputies. Each steering committee shall appoint a 
caucus organizer for each congressional district and shall perfonn the duties 
required of it by this chapter. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1988, c. 8, §13.J 

6328. District delegate residence; declaration; form of declaration. 
All persons who intend to seek election as delegates or alternate delegates 

during any step in the delegate selection process shall file a declaration of candidate 
for delegate with the Democratic State Central Committee during the time periods 
designated by the committee. 

A candidate for district-level delegate shall reside in the congressional district 
from which he or she wishes to be selected as a delegate, shall be a member of the 
Democratic Party, and shall sign a declaration pledging his or her support for that 
presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation before he or she becomes a bona 
fide candidate for delegate. The pledge of support for a presidential candidate shall 
be binding on the delegate until the presidential candidate agrees to release the 
delegate from his or her pledge. 

The Democratic State Central Commi ttee shall make these declarations available 
to the steering committee of each presidential candidate or uncommitted delega
tion. 

The pledge of support shall be in substantially the following form: 
Declaration of Candidate for Delegate 

I, , reside and am registered to vote as a Democrat at No. ___ _ 
Street, in the City (or town) of , County of . in the ___ _ 
congressional district, State of California. 

I pledge my support if elected as a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention to . I understand that California law requires me 
to support this candidate at the Convention on all ballots until the candidate agrees 
to release me from my pledge. 

(This statement of preference shall be omitted where the candidate for delegate 
is part of a group expressing no preference as to a particular candidate.) 

I express no preference as to a particular candidate. The Chairperson of my 
group is . (This statement shall be omitted where the candidate for 
delegate is part of a group preferring a particular candidate.) 

As a delegate, I shall, in all good conscience, reflect the sentiments of those who 
elected me. 
Date Place ___________ _ 
Signed _________ _ 

(Amended by Siais. 1988, c. 8, §14.J 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6329. 

6328.3. Deadline for transmitting list to steering committees. 
On or before the third Tuesday in April, the Democratic State Central Committee 

shall transmit to the steering committee of each presidential candidate and uncom
mitted delegation a list of all persons who have filed a declaration of candidate for 
delegate pledged to that presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation. 

(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §15.! 

6328.5. Delegate candidates considered bona fide supporters. 
Delegate candidates shall be considered bona fide supporters of the presidential 

candidate or uncommitted delegation that they have pledged to support, unless 
the steering committee states otherwise in writing to the Democratic State Central 
Committee by the time specified in the delegate selection and affirmative action 
plan. 

Delegate candidates removed from the list of bona fide supporters by the 
steering committee of a presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation may not 
be voted on as a delegate candidate or alternate delegate candidate pledged to that 
presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation. 

Except as provided in this section, no delegate candidate may be removed from 
the list of bona fide supporters unless at least three names remain for each delegate 
or alternate delegate allocated to each congressional district pursuant to Section 
6306. 

(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §16.J 

6329. Caucus for the purpose of electing delegates; authority to establish 
rules and procedures. 

On the first Sunday in May of the presidential primary year, at3 p.m., the caucus 
chairperson in each congressional district shall convene a caucus for the purpose 
of electing potential delegates and alternate delegates. The steering committee of 
each candidate or uncommitted delegation shall have sole authority to establish 
rules and procedures, including the naming of caucus chairpersons, by which the 
caucuses of that candidate or uncommitted delegation shall be conducted. Such 
rules and procedures shall be uniform statewide, and in compliance with the 
Democratic State Central Committee's delegate selection and affirmative action 
plan. Each caucus shall elect a slate of delegate nominees in each congressional 
district pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 6305), ranked in the manner 
specified by this section. Such slate shall be transmitted to the steering committee 
of each candidate and uncommitted delegation. 

Each participant at each caucus shall reside in and be a registered Democrat of 
the congressional district of the caucus he or she attends and each shall sign a 
statement of support for that presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation. 
Within five days after the convening of the caucus, the steering committee of each 
candidate or uncommitted delegation shall rank the delegate candidates from the 
slate of delegate candidates provided by each caucus. The delegate candidate 
receiving the greatest number of votes shall be ranked as the first delegate candi· 
date. The delegate candidate of the opposite sex as the first ranked delegate 
candidate receiving the greatest number of votes shall be ranked as the second 
delegate candidate. The remaining delegate candidates to be ranked shall continue 
to be alternated between sexes in the order of vote totals. Immediately, thereafter, 
the chairperson of a steering committee shall file with the Secretary of State a 
statement containing the names of delegate candidates in ranked order from each 
congreSSional district. 1n all cases, the slate for each congressional district shall be 
equal to the number of delegates and alternate delegates allotted to each congres
sional district pursuant to Section 6306. 

(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §18.J 
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6329.5. Steps to be taken to ensure public participation in delegate selection 
process. 

Presidential candidates and uncommitted delegations or their steering commit
tees shall take steps to ensure public participation in the delegate selection process, 
which shall include, but is not limited to, the convening of congressional district 
caucuses to select delegate candidates, the distribution of information to statewide 
and community press, informing Democratic electors of the procedures for dele
gate candidacy and additional steps necessary to achieve the representational goals 
established in the California Democratic Party's Affirmative Action Plan. 

(Amended and Renumbered by 5tats. 1988, c. 8, §19.J 

Article 6. Nomination Papers 

6330. Application of article. 
This article shall govern the circulation of nomination papers to qualify unse

lected candidates and uncommitted delegations for placement on the presidential 
primary ballot. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.llll, §2.) 

6331. Examination of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers to be circulated pursuant to Section 6316 shaIl be prepared, 

circulated, signed and verified and shall be left for examination with the county 
clerk of the county in which they are circulated at least 75 days prior to the 
presidential primary election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 8, §21.) 

6332. Unselected candidate or uncommitted delegation voted upon. 
Upon the filing of nomination papers pursuant to Section 6316 signed by the 

required number of voters, the candidate or uncommitted delegation named in the 
papers shall be eligible to select a delegation for placement on the baIlotwhich shall 
be voted upon in the presidential primary election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 1166, §20.) 

6333. Sufficient number of signatures. 
Upon receipt of a sufficient number of signatures for the presidential primary 

ballot, the Secretary of State shall notify the chairperson of the steering committee 
of each unselected candidate or uncommitted delegation of that fact and advise 
him or her that no more signatures will be received. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.lln. §2') 

6334. Sign only one paper. 
Each signer of a nomination paper may sign only one paper. Each signer shall 

print his or her name, indicate his or her place of residence, and declare his or her 
intention to support the candidate or delegation named on the nomination paper. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c.19, §6.) 

6335. Presentation in sections; requirements. 
Any nomination paper may be presented in sections. Each section shall contain 

the name of the candidate or chairperson of the steering committee in the case of 
uncommitted delegations. Each section shall bear the name of the county in which 
it is circulated. Only voters of the county registered as intending to affiliate with 
the Democratic Party are competent to sign. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1111, §2.) 

6336. Affidavit of circulator. 
Each section shall be prepared with the lines for signatures numbered, and shall 

have attached the affidavit of the circulator who obtained signatures to it, stating 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6338. 

that all the signatures to the attached section were made in his or her presence, and 
that to the best of his or her knowledge and belief each signature to the section is 
the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. No other affidavit 
is required. The affidavit of any circulator shall be verified free of charge by any 
officer authorized to administer oaths. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §53.J 

6337. Verified nomination papers; evidence that signatures are genuine. 
A verified nomination paper is prima facie evidence that the signatures are 

genuine and that the persons signing it are voters until it is otherwise proved by 
comparison of the signatures with the affidavits of registration in the office of the 
county clerk. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1111, §2.) 

6338. Form of nomination papers; circulator's affidavit. 
The nomination paper for the presidential primary ballot shall be in substan

tially the following form: 

SECTION OF NOMINA nON PAPER SIGNED BY VOTER ON BEHALF OF A 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OR UNCOMMfITED DELEGA nON 

Section ~ ___ Page ___ _ 

County of . Nomination paper of a candidate or uncommitted 
delegation for the presidential primary ballot. 

State of California } 
C f _ __ 55. ountyo 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, the undersigned, am a voter of the County of , State of California, and 
am registered as intending to affiliate with the Democratic Party. I hereby nominate 
____ for the presidential primary to be held on the day of 
___ ~. 19_. I have not signed the nomination paper of any other candidate 
or uncorp.mitted delegation, and I further declare that I intend to support the 
candidate or uncommitted delegation named herein. 

Number 
Residence 

Signature Printed name 

1 __________________________________________ _ 
2 __________________________________________ _ 
3 ___________________ _ 

~c. _________________________ __ 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed as a 
circulator to secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper 
of a candidate or uncommitted delegation for the presidential primary ballot 
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named in the signer's statement above; that all the signatures on this section of the 
nomination paper numbered from 1 to --.J inclusive, were made in my presence, 
and that to the best of my knowledge and belief each signature is the genuine 
signature of the person whose name it purports to be. The signatures were obtained 
between 19_ and 19_. 

(Signed) --;;;-:--;cc-----
Circulator 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ____ day of ___ ~, 19_. 

Notary Public (or other official) 
(SEAL) 
(Amended by Slals. 1976, c. 1191, §54.) 

Article 7. Circulators 

6340. Appointment of circulators. 
Each steering committee organized pursuant to this chapter, or its duly author

ized representatives, may arrange for the appointment of circulators to serve within 
the county in which the circulators reside in securing signatures to the nomination 
paper proposed by the steering committee. The circulators thus appointed are the 
duly authorized circulators to secure signatures to the nomination paper in that 
county. The form on which the circulators are appointed shall be filed with the 
county clerk of the county in which the circulators reside, at or before the time the 
nomination paper is left with the county clerk for examination. Additional circula
tors may be appointed in the same manner as the original circulators were ap
pointed. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §56.! 

6341. Fonn of appointment of circulators. 
The circulators may be appointed by the steering committee, or its duly author

ized representatives, on a form which shall be substantially as follows: 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCULATORS BY STEERING COMMITIEE, OR ITS 
DULY AUlHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 

We, the undersigned, members of the steering committee (or duly 
authorized representatives of the steering committee), do hereby ap-
point the following voters of the County of as circulators to obtain 
signatures, in that county, to nomination papers for the qualification of a candidate 
or uncommitted delegation for presidential primary ballot. 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence 

etc. etc. 

COMMI1TEE OR ITS DULY AUlHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 

(Signed) 

Name Residence 

1993 180 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I ., 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

II. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

It 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6348. 

etc. etc. 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County, this ___ _ 
day of ,19_. 

__ -=-____ ~' County Clerk 
By _____ ~, Deputy 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §57.! 

6342. When circulator may obtain signatures. 
Circulators may obtain signatures to the nomination paper for which they were 

appointed, at any time not before February 1 nor after 75 days prior to the 
presidential primary election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 8, §22.! 

6343. County clerk may not be circulator; no circulation within 100 feet of 
polling place. 

A county derk or a deputy county derk may not be appointed as a circulator; 
and circulators may not obtain signatures within 100 feet of any election booth or 
polling place. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §59.J 

Article S. Arrangement and Examination of Nomination Papers 

6345. Collection of nomination papers. 
Each section of a nomination paper, after being verified, shall be returned by the 

circulator who circulated it to the steering committee, or to its duly authorized 
representatives, by whom the circulator was appointed. All the sections circulated 
in any county shall be collected by the steering committee, or its duly authorized 
representatives, and they shall arrange and leave the sections with the county clerk 
for examination. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §6D.! 

6346. Sections numbered in order before filing. 
Prior to filing, the sections of a nomination paper shall be numbered in order. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.lll1, §2.! 

6347. Consolidation of nomination papers. 
Nomination papers, properly assembled, may be consolidated and fastened 

together by counties, but nomination papers signed by voters in different counties 
shall not be fastened together . 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 11ll, §2.! 

6348. County clerk to examine nomination papers. 
The county clerk shall examine all nomination papers left with him or her for 

examination and shall disregard and mark "not sufficient" the name of any voter 
of his or her county which does not appear in the same handwriting on an affidavit 
of registration in the office ofthe county clerk. The county clerk shall also disregard 
and mark IInot sufficient" the name of any voter of his or her county who has not 
stated his intention to affiliate with the Democratic Party. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1111, §2.! 
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6349. Examination certificate; submit to Secretary of State. 
Within five days after any nomination papers are left with him or her for 

examination, the county clerk shall: 
(a) Examine and affix to them a certificate reciting that he or she has examined 

them and stating the number of names which have not been marked "not suffi
cient." 

(b) Transmit the papers with the certificate of examination to the Secretary of 
State, who shall file the papers. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1111, §2.) 

6350. Fonn of certificate. 
The county clerk's certificate to nomination papers shall be in substantially the 

following form: 

County Clerk's Certificate to Nomination Papers 

To the Secretary of State: 

I, County Clerk of the County of , hereby certify that I have examined 
the nomination papers to which this certificate is attached, of the candidate or 
uncommitted delegation, as the case may be, for purposes of qualifying for place
ment on the ballot at the ensuing presidential primary, that the number of names 
which I have not marked "not sufficient" is ___ _ 

Dated this day of ,19_. 
_,,-_____ ~' County Clerk 

By _______ ~, Deputy 

(SEAL) 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1111, §2.! 

6351. No filing fee. 
No filing fee shall be required from any person in order to file nomination 

papers. 
(Added by Slats. 1975, c.1111, §2') 

Article 9. Notification of Qualification from Secretary of State 

6355. Secretary of State to notify steering committee. 
At least 64 days before a presidential primary, the Secretary of State shall notify 

each steering committee whether or not it has qualified a candidate or uncommitted 
delegation for placement on the ballot pursuant to Section 6315. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 8, §22.5.! 

Article 9.5. Certified List of Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations, Notice 
of Election 

6360. Secretary of State to prepare certified list; form of certified list. 
At least 59 days before a presidential primary election, the Secretary of State 

shall transmit to each county clerk a certified list containing the name of each 
candidate who is entitled to be voted. for on the ballot at the presidential primary, 
and the name of each chairperson of a steering committee of an uncommitted 
delegation who is to be voted for on the same ballot. 

If no uncommitted delegation has qualified pursuant to Article 4 (commencing 
with Section 6315), the Secretary of State shall inform the county clerks to provide 
for an uncommitted delegate space on the ballot. 

The certified list shall be in substantially the following form: 
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Chapter 4. Democratic Presidential Primary 6360.5. 

Certified List of Presidential Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations. 
To the County Clerk of County: 

I, . Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the following list contains 
the name of each person who is entitled to be voted for as a candidate of the 
Democratic Party at the presidential primary election to be held on the -,-_---::-
day of June, 19--, and the name of each chairperson of a steering committee of an 
uncommitted delegation which is entitled to be voted for on the ballot. 

Ust of Presidential Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations 
Linda Adams 
joseph Black 
john Reardon 
Unpledged delegation 

Paul Minor, 
Chairperson 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of ___ ~. 19_. 

(SEAL) Secretary of State 
(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 8, §23.! 

6360.5. Certified list of delegate candidates; Secretary of State, duties. 
Within three days of receiving the names of delegate candidates from the 

chairpersons of the steering committees, as provided for in Section 6329, the 
Secretary of State shall transmit to each county clerk a certified list, for each 
congressional district wholly or partially within that county, containing the names 
of the delegate candidates selected and pledged to each candidate or uncommitted 
delegation who is entitled to be voted for on the ballot at the presidential primary. 

The certified list shall be in substantially the following form: 

Certified List of Delegate Candidates 
In the Congressional District 

To the County Clerk of County: 
I, . Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the following persons, 

listed beneath the name of the presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation 
they are pledged to, are the delegate candidates who will represent the voters of 
this Congressional District at the Democratic National Convention to 
the extent, based on his or her proportional share of the total votes for president in 
this district, that each presidential candidate or uncommitted delegation is entitled 
to delegates from this district. 

List of Delegates Pledged to Presidential 
Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations 
In the Congressional District 

Delegates Pledged to 
Linda Adams 

Nancy Burt 
Tim Hodson 
Nettie Sabelhaus 
Darren Chesin 

Delegates Pledged to 
john Reardon 

183 

Delegates Pledged to 
joseph Black 

Cliff Berg 
Pat Webb 
A vedis Shahabian 
Nancy Oliver 

Delegates Pledged to 
Unpledged Delegation, 
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Virgil White 
Anna Hernandez 
Stan Hadden 
Nancy Michel 

DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

Paul Minor, Chairperson 

DaphneAnas 
Mel Assagai 
Susan Fang 
Robert Forsythe 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of ___ ~, 19_. 

<seal) Secretary of State 
Added by Siais. 1988, c. 8, §23.5.! 

6361, County clerk to publish notiee, 
Immediately after the county clerk receives the certified list of presidential 

candidates and unrommitted delegations from the Secretary of State, he Of she shall 
publish it in a presidential primary notice, under the proper party designation. The 
notice shall also contain: 

<a) The date of the election. 
(b) The hours during which the polls will be open. 
(Amended by Slats. 1988, c. 8, §24.! 

6361.5, Certified list of delegates; posting at polls; provided with ballot. 
Immediately after the county clerk receives the certified list of delegates pledged 

to presidential candidates and uncommitted delegations from the Secretary of 
State, he or she shall enclose a copy of the appropriate list for each congressional 
district with each absentee ballot mailed for the primary election in that congres
sional district. The county clerk shall also post a copy of the list at each polling place 
and provide a copy of the list to each Democratic voter with their presidential 
primary election ballot on election day. 

(Added by Siais. 1988, c. 8, §24.5.! 

6362. Publication made in county. 
The publication of the presidential primary notice shall be made in the county 

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code. 
(Added by SlaI5.1975, c.1111, §2.! 

6363, Form of notice, 
The notice of the list of presidential candidates and uncommitted delegations 

published by the county clerk shall be in substantially the following form: 

Notice by County Clerk of Time and Place of Presidential Primary Election, and 
Names of Democratic Presidential Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations. 

Notice is hereby given that the presidential primary election is to be held in the 
County of on the day of June, 19-1 and that hereinafter 
there is stated the name of each person and each uncommitted delegation which is 
entitled to be voted for on the ballot at the election. 

List of Presidential Candidates and Uncommitted Delegations 

Linda Adams 
Joseph Black 
John Reardon 
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Article 10. Selection of Delegates and Alternates 

Unpledged delegation 
Paul Minor, 
Chairperson 

6365.5. 

Notice is also hereby given that at the presidential primary election the polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the day thereof. 

Dated this day of . 19_. 
___ ~, County Clerk 

(Amended by Stats, 1988, c, 8, §25.J 

Article 10. Selection of Delegates and Alternates 

6365. Article governs selection of delegates. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, this article governs the 

selection of district level delegates and alternates, unpledged delegates, pledged 
party leaders and elected official delegates, and at-large delegates and alternates, 

(Added by Stats, 1991, c. 393, §10') 

6365.5. Proportional allocation of delegates. 
(a) District level delegate positions shall be allocated to presidential preferences 

through a primary proportional representation system. 
(b) The 227 district-level delegates and 38 alternates shall be elected by prepri

mary caucuses to slate delegates followed by a presidential preference primary. 
(1) The preprimary caucuses shall be conducted on Sunday, April 26, 1992, 

at3p.m, 
(2) The presidential preference primary shall be conducted on Tuesday, June 

2,1992, 
(c) The 227 delegates and 38 alternates shall be apportioned to districts as 

follows: 
CD #1 - #, _____ delegates, #, _____ alternates 
CD #2 - # delegates, # alternates 
CD #3 - # delegates, # alternates 
CD #4 - # delegates, # alternates 

This apportionment shall be based on a formula giving equal weight to the 
average vote for the Democratic candidates in the 1984 and 1988 presidential 
elections and to Democratic Party registration. 

Inasmuch as California anticipates the addition of seven new congressional 
districts, this apportionment shall be recomputed upon the establishment of the 
new districts. In the event the Legislature fails to enact new districts, the districts 
existing on the date of adoption of this plan shall be used. 

(d) An individual may qualify as a candidate for district- level delegate or 
alternate to the 1992 Democratic National Convention by filing a statement of 
candidacy and pledge of support with the state chair at the party office at 2424 K 
Street, Sacramento, California 95816. Statements can be requested from the state 
party beginning Monday, February 3,1992. Candidacy statements can be returned 
beginning March 2, 1992, and must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m., Thursday, 
April 9, 1992. 

(I) All delegate candidates shall be identified as to presidential preference, 
uncommitted or unpledged status at all levels which determine presidential pref-
erence. 

(2) Candidates for delegate or alternate positions shall file a statement of 
candidacy designating their presidential or uncommitted preference and a signed 
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pledge of support for the presidential candidate (including uncommitted status) 
with the state party by 5 p.m., April 9, 1992. 

(e) The California primary election is a "binding" primary. Accordingly, dele
gate and alternate positions shall be allocated so as to fairly reflect the expressed 
presidential or uncommitted status of the primary voters in each district. Therefore, 
the national convention delegates elected at the district level shall be allocated in 
proportion to the percentage of the primary vote won in that district by each 
preference, except that preferences falling below a 15-percent threshold shall not 
be awarded any delegates or alternates. 

(f) If no presidential preference reaches a 15-percent threshold, the threshold 
shall be the percentage of the vote received at each level of the delegate selection 
process by the front-runner minus 10 percent. 

(g) Presidential candidates shall certify their authorized representatives to the 
state party chair no later than 5 p.m., March 9, 1992. The state party chair shall 
convey to the presidential candidate, or that candidate's authorized representative 
or representatives, not later than Tuesday, April 14, 1992, at 5 p.m., a list of all 
persons who have filed for delegate or alternate pledged to that presidential 
candidate. Each presidential candidate, or that candidate's authorized repre
sentative or representatives, shall file with the state party chair by Tuesday, April 
21,1992, at 5 p.m., a list of all the candidates he or she has approved, provided that 
approval is given to at least three times the number of candidates for delegate and 
three times the number of candidates for alternates to be selected. Failure to 
respond shall be deemed approval of all delegate and alternate candidates submit
ted to the presidential candidate unless the presidential candidate, or the candi
date's authorized representative or representatives, signifies otherwise in writing 
to the state party chair no later than Tuesday, April 21, 1992, at 5 p.m. 

(h) On Sunday, April 26,1992, candidate and uncommitted caucuses shall be 
held to elect a slate of potential delegates equal to at least the number of delegates 
plus alternates allocated. to the congressional district. The California delegation 
shall be equally divided between delegate men and delegate women, and alternate 
men and alternate women. These goals apply to the California delegation as a 
whole. Delegates and alternates shall be considered separate groups for purposes 
of achieving equal division. 

Provisions for <l:chieving equal division at the district level shall be as follows: 
Each candidate and uncommitted caucus shall elect a slate of potential delegates 
equal to at least the number of delegates plus alternates allocated to that congres
sional district. Potential delegates shall be ranked on the basis of votes received at 
the caucus, alternating by sex, with the sex of the top ranked potential delegate 
determined by the top vote gettter. After the delegates are selected, the alternates 
shall then be selected, using the next highest vote getters in the process described 
above. Following the primary, delegate and alternate positions allocated to a 
presidential candidate or uncommittted delegation shall be filled from the list of 
ranked potential delegates in the order in which they are ranked. 

(i) The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the 
Democratic National Committee (DNC) the election of the state's district level 
delegates and alternates to the Democratic National Convention within three days 
after their election. 

(Added by 5tats.1991, c. 393, §1O.) 

6366. Composition of unpledged delegate positions, add-on delegates. 
(a) The following individuals shall constitute the unpledged delegate positions: 

(1) Members of the DNC who legally reside in the state. 
(2) The Governor if he or she is a Democrat. 
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Article 10. Seleclion of Delegales and Allernales 6366. 

(3) All former Democratic Presidents, Democratic Vice Presidents, Demo~ 
cratic Majority Leaders of the United States Senate, and Democratic Speakers of the 
United States House of Representatives who legally reside in the state. 

(4) The delegates chosen from California by the Democratic Caucus of the 
United States House of Representatives and the Democratic Conference of the 
United States Senate. 

(5) Five add-on delegates. 
(b) The procedures to be used in selecting the five add-on unpledged delegates 

shall be as follows: 
(]) The add-on delegates shall be nominated by the state party chair and 

elected at the meeting of district level delegates on Saturday, June 13, 1992. These 
delegates shall be selected prior to the selection of the pledged party and elected 
official delegates. 

(2) The equal division and affirmative action provisions of Rule 9A of the 
Delegate Selection Rules for the 1992 DemocraticNationai Convention apply to the 
selection of these add-on unpledged delegates. 

(3) The list from which the selecting body chooses the add- on unpledged 
delegates shall, at a minimum, contain three names for every unpledged add-on 
position to be filled. 

(c) The process for certification of the unpledged delegates is as follows: 
(1) Members of the ONe, the Governor if he or she is a Democrat, and 

distinguished former elected leaders. 

(A) Not later than March 1, 1992, the Secretary of the DNC shall officially 
confirm to the state party chair the following unpledged delegates who legally 
reside in California: 

(i) The individuals recognized as members of the ONe. 

(ii) The Governor if he or she is a Democrat. 

(iii) All former Democratic Presidents, Democratic Vice Presidents, Democratic 
Vice Presidents, Democratic Majority Leaders of the United States Senate, and 
Democratic Speakers of the United States House of Representatives. 

(B) This official confirmation by the secretary shall constitute verification 
of the unpledged delegates from the categories indicated above. In cases where 
California DNC membership changes follOwing the secretary's official confirma
tion, but prior to the commencement of the 1992 Democratic National Convention, 
acknowledgement by the Secretary of the DNC of member certification shall 
constitute verification of the corresponding change of unpledged delegates. 

(2) Members of Congress. 
(A) The delegates chosen by the Democratic Caucus of the United States 

House of Representatives and the Democratic Conference of the United States 
Senate shall become part of the California unpledged delegation. The total number 
selected shall be added to the total number of unpledged delegates from this state. 

(B) The Secretary of the DNC shall officially notify the State Democratic 
Chair of any name or names of delegates from California that are selected by the 
Democratic Caucus of the United States House of Representatives and the Demo
cratic Conference of the United States Senate. 

(3) Add-on unpledged delegates, selected pursuant to the Call for the 1992 
Democratic National Convention, shall be certified in writing to the Secretary of 
the DNC within three days after their selection. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1991, c. 393, §1O.1 
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6367. Allocation of party leader and elected official delegates. 

(a) California is allotted 4S pledged party leader and elected official delegates. 
(b) Individuals shall be eligible for the pledged party leader and elected official 

positions according to the following priority: big city mayors and statewide elected 
officials (to be given equal consideration), state legislative leaders, state legislators, 
Members of Congress not previously selected, and other state, county, and local 
elected officials and party leaders. 

(c) These delegates shall be selected by a committee consisting of aU the district
level delega tes. 

(d) Selection of these delegates shall occur on Saturday, June 13, 1992, at a site 
and time to be determined by the state party chair. The selection of these delegates 
shall be after the election of district delegates and alternates and the unpledged 
add-on delegates and prior to the selection of at-large delegates and alternates. 

(e) An individual may qualify as a candidate for a position as a pledged party 
leader and elected official delegate by filing a statement of candidacy and pledge 
of support with the state party chair that includes all the provisions included in the 
statement of candidacy and pledge of support required of district level candidates. 
An individual mayor may not previously have filed a statement of candidacy and 
still be eligible to file under this category. Statements shall be available at the state 
party beginning March 23, 1992. Statements shall be accepted beginning April 20, 
1992, and ending June 4,1992, at S p.m. 

(f) These pledged party leader and elected official slots shall be allocated among 
presidential preferences on the same basis as the at-large delegates. 

(g) Delegate candidates shall be identified as to presidential or uncommitted 
status at the pledged party and elected official level. If persons eligible for pledged 
party and elected official delegate positions have not made known their presiden
tial preference as candidates for district level or at-large delegate positions, their 
preference shall be ascertained through the aforementioned required qualification 
statement. 

(h) The state party chair shall convey to the presidential candidate, or that 
candidate'S authorized representative or representatives, not later than June 5, 
1992, a list of all persons who have filed for a party and elected official delegate 
pledged to that presidential candidate. Each presidential candidate, or that candi
date's authorized representative or representatives, shall then file with the state 
party chair, by June 10, 1992, a list of all the candidates he or she has approved, 
provided that approval is given to at least three times the number of candidates for 
delegate to be selected. Failure to respond shall be deemed approval of all delegate 
candidates submitted to the presidential candidate unless the presidential candi
date, or the candidate's authorized representative or representatives, signifies 
otherwise in writing to the state party chair no later than 5 p.m. on June 10, 1992. 

(i) Alternates are not selected at the pledged party leader and elected official 
level. These alternates are combined with the at-large alternates and selected as one 
unit. 

(j) The state party chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the DNC the 
election of the state's pledged party leader and elected official delegates and 
alternates to the Democratic National Convention within three days after their 
election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §JO.) 

6368. Allocation of at-large delegates. 
(a) The State of California is allotted 76 at-large delegates and 21 at-large 

alternates. 
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Article 10. Selection of Delegates and Alternates 6370. 

(b) These delegates and alternates shall be selected by a committee consisting of 
all the district-level delegates on Saturday, June 13, 1992. The selection shall occur 
after all unpledged delegates and pledged party leader and elected official dele
gates have been selected. 

(c) At-large delegate and alternate positions shall be allocated among presiden
tial preferences according to the statewide primary vote. Preferences which have 
not at~ained a IS-percent threshold on a statewide basis shall not be entitled to any 
at-large delegates. 

If a given presidential preference is entitled to one or more delegate positions 
but would not otherwise be entitled to an alternate position, that preference shall 
be allotted one at-large alternate position. 

(d) In the selection of the at-large delegation, priority of consideration shall be 
given to African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, Asian/Pacific Ameri
cans, the disabled, and women. The election of at-large delegates and alternates 
shall be used, if necessary, to achieve the equal division of positions between men 
and women, and may be used to achieve the representation goals established in the 
State Democratic party's affirmative action plan. Delegates and alternates are to be 
considered separate groups for this purpose, 

(e) Persons desiring to seek these at-large delegate or alternate positions may 
file a statement of candidacy designating. their presidential or uncommitted pref
erence and a signed pledge of support for the presidential candidates (including 
uncommitted status) with the state party beginning Monday, April 20, 1992, and 
ending at 5 p.m., June 4, 1992. The state party chair shall convey to the presidential 
candidate, or that candidate's authorized representative or representatives, not 
later than June 5, 1992, a list of all persons who have filed for delegate or alternate 
pledged to that preSidential candidate. Each presidential candidate, or that candi
date's authorized representative or representatives, shall then file with the state 
party chair, by June 10, 1992, a list of all the candidates he or she has approved, 
provided that approval is given to at least three times the number of candidates for 
delegate and three times the number of candidates for alternate to be selected, 
Failure to respond shall be deemed approval of all delegate candidates submitted 
to the presidential candidate unless the presidential candidate, or the candidate's 
authorized representative or representatives, signifies otherwise in writing to the 
state party chair no later than 5 p.m., June 10, 1992. 

(f) The statement of candidacy for at-large delegates and for at-large alternates 
shall be the same. After the at-large delegates are elected by the district level 
delegates, those persons not chosen shall then be considered candidates for at-large 
alternate positions unless they specify otherwise when filing. 

(g) If a presidential candidate is no longer a candidate at the time of selection of 
the at-large delegates, those at-large slots that would have been allocated to the 
candidate shall be proportionally divided among the remaining preferences enti
tled to an allocation, 

(h) The state party chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the DNe the 
election of the state's at-large delegates and alternates to the Democratic National 
Convention within three days after their election, 

(Added by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §1O.! 

Article 11. Canvass of Returns and Certificate of Selection 

6370. Secretary of State to file statement of canvass. 

The Secretary of State shall, not later than the 24th day after the election, compile 
and file in his or her office a statement of the canvassed returns filed with him by 
the county clerks. 
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The compiled statement shall show for each candidate and uncommitted dele
gation the total of the votes received, and the votes received in each county. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 19, §12'! 

6371. Secretary of State shall issue certification of delegate. 
The Secretary of State shall issue a certification of delegate to each person 

selected as a delegate or an alternate delegate to the Democratic Party National 
Convention pursuant to Section 6365. The delegates certified shaIl be the final 
delegates as filed pursuant to Section 6367 and determined by the official canvass 
as reported pursuant to Section 17090. 

(Amended by Slats. 1976, c. 19, §12.5.! 

6372. No fee required. 
No fee shall be required of any person as a rondition of receiving a certificate of 

selection as a delegate or an alternate. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1111, §2.) 

Article 12. Write-in Candidates 

6375. Write in space provided. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a space shall be provided on the 

presidential primary ballot for a voter to write in the name of a delegate nominee 
for election as an unpledged delegate. 

(Amended by Slats. 1983, c. 1166, §35.) 

6376. Filing as write~in candidate. 
Any person who believes his or her name may be used as a write-in candidate 

for unpledged delegate shall, not later than 21 days before the primary election, file 
for endorsement of his or her write-in candidacy with the Secretary of State, or no 
votes shall be counted for him or her. 

(Amended by Siais. 1983, c.1166, §36.! 

Chapter 5. Direct Primary 

Article 1. General Provisions 

6400. Application of chapter. 
This chapter does not apply to: 
(a) Recall elections. 
(b) Presidential primary. 
(c) Nomination of officers of cities or counties whose charters provide a system 

for nominating candidates for such offices. 
(d) Nomination of officers for any district not formed for municipal purposes. 
(e) Nomination of officers for general law cities. 
(I) Nomination of school district officers. 
(Amended by Slals.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6401. Declaration of candidacy for partisan office; requirements; certification 
by county clerk. 

(a) No declaration of candidacy for a partisan office or for membership on a 
county central committee shall be filed, by a candidate unless (I) at the time of 
presentation of the declaration and continuously for not less than three months 
immediately prior to that time, or for as long as he has been eligible to register to 
vote in the state, the candidate is shown by his affidavit of registration to be 
affiliated with the political party the nomination of which he seeks, and (2) the 
candidate has not been registered as affiliated with a qualified political party other 
than that political party the nomination of which he seeks within 12 months, or, in 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6430. 

the case of an election governed by Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 7200), 
within three months immediately prior to the filing of the declaration. 

(b) The county clerk shall attach a certificate to the declaration of candidacy 
showing the date on which the candidate registered as intending to affiliate with 
the political party the nomination of which he seeksl and indicating that the 
candidate has not been affiliated with any other qualified political party for the 
perioJ specified in subdivision <a) immediately preceding the filing of the declara
tion. The provisions of this section shall not apply to declarations of candidacy filed 
by a candidate of a political party participating in its first direct primary election 
subsequent to its qualification as a political party pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 6430. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1982, c. 942, §1.) 

6401.5. Party affiliation omitted for nonpartisan offices. 
If a candidate is a candidate for a nonpartisan office, all reference to party 

affiliation shall be omitted on all forms required to be filed. 
(Added by 511lIs.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6402. Independent nomination of candidates. 
This chapter does not prohibit the independent nomination of candidates under 

the provisions of Chapter 6 (commencing at Section 6800) of this division, subject 
to the following limitations: 

(a) A candidate whose name has been on the ballot as a candidate of a party at 
the direct primary and who has been defeated for that party nomination is ineligible 
for nomination as an independent candidate. He is also ineligible as a candidate 
named by a party central committee to fill a vacancy on the ballot for a general 
election. 

(b) No person may file nomination papers for a party nomination and an 
independent nomination for the same office, or for more than one office at the same 
election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

Article 2. Qualified Parties 

6430. Party qualified to participate. 
A party is qualified to participate in any primary election: 
<a) If at the last preceding gubernatorial election there was polled for anyone of 

its candidates for any office voted on throughout the state, at least 2 percent of the 
entire vote of the state; or 

(b) If on or before the 135th day before any primary election, it appears to the 
Secretary of State, as a result of examining and totaling the statement of voters and 
their political affiliations transmitted to him by the county clerks, that voters equal 
in number to at least 1 percent of the entire vote of the state at the last preceding 
gubernatorial election have declared their intention to affiliate with that party; or 

(c) If on or before the 135th day before any primary election, there is filed with 
the Secretary of State a petition signed by voters, equal in number to at least 10 
percent of the entire vote of the state at the last preceding gubernatorial election, 
declaring that they represent a proposed party, the name of which shall be stated 
in the petition, which proposed party those voters desire to have participate in that 
primary election. This petition shall be circulated, signed, verified and the signa
tures of the voters on it shall be certified to and transmitted to the Secretary of State 
by the county clerks substantially as provided for initiative petitions. Each page of 
the petition shall bear a caption in 18-point blackface type, which caption shall be 
the name of the proposed party followed by the words "Petition to participate in 
the primary election." No voters or organization of voters shall assume a party 
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name or designation which is so similar to the name of an existing party as to 
mislead voters. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.! 

6430.5. Party registration requirements. 
Whenever the registration of any party which qualified in the previous direct 

primary election falls below one-fifteenth of 1 percent of the total state registration, 
that party shall not be qualified to participate in the primary election but shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned by the voters. The Secretary of State shall 
immediately remove the name of the party from any list, notice, ballot, or other 
publication containing the names of the parties qualified to participate in the 
primary election. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1191, §61.! 

6431. Recognition requirements. 
No party shall be recognized or qualified to partidpate in any primary election 

which either directly or indirectly carries on, advocates, teaches, justifies, aids, or 
abets the overthrow by any unlawful means of, or which directly or indirectly 
carries on, advocates, teaches, justifies, aids, or abets a program of sabotage, force 
and violence, sedition or treason against, the government of the United States or of 
this state. 

(Added by SlIlts.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6432. Detennination of disqualified parties; hearing on notices of intent to 
disqualify. 

Not less than 123 days before a primary election, the Secretary of State shall, 
with the advice and consent of the Attorney General .. determine which parties are 
disqualified to participate in any primary election under Section 6431. If it is 
proposed to disqualify a party which was qualified to participate in the next 
preceding direct primary, notice of intention to disqualify shall be served by 
registered mail on the chairman of the state central committee of the party .. as shown 
by the records of the SecretaryofState. In any event, notice of intention to disqualify 
shall be given in each county of the state by publication pursuant to Section 6061 
of the Government Code. If there is no newspaper of general circulation printed 
and published in any county, publication shall be made in a newspaper of general 
circulation printed and published in an adjoining county. 

If the party desires a hearing on the notice of intention to disqualify, it shall, 
within 10 days after service by mail or within 10 days after the last date upon which 
the notice was published in any county, whichever is later, file an affidavit in the 
Supreme Court under Section 10015 setting forth facts showing that the political 
party is not disqualified to participate in any primary election under Section 6431. 
If the party does not file the affidavit within the time specified, the notice of 
intention to disqualify shall constitute final disqualification. Before the affidavit is 
filed, a copy shall be personally served on the Secretary of State. When filed, the 
matter shall be set for return in not more than 10 days and shall have priority over 
any other pending cases. 

In connection with proceedings in the Supreme Court under this section, the 
Legislature hereby declares its intent to create a speedy and expeditious method 
for judicial determination of the vital questions involved, and urges the Supreme 
Court to accept jurisdiction in any such proceeding. The Legislature further urges 
that the court instruct any referee before whom the taking of evidence is ordered 
to report back to the court in sufficient time so that the court's final order may be 
made effective on or before the 80th day before the primary election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c.1287, §11.! 
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Chapter 5, Direct Primary 

Article 3. Notices of Registration and Offices to be Filled 

6461. Fonn of statement of registration. 

6461. 

Statements of the number of voters transmitted by the county clerks to the 
Secretary of State shall be in substantially the following form: 

STATEMENT OF REGISTRA nON 

To the Secretary of State 
Sacramento, California 

I, , County Clerk (registrar of voters) of the County of , do 
hereby certify that the number of voters, in this county on the day of 
___ ~.19~ under the political affiliations hereinafter stated, is as follows: 

(Name) (Number) 

That the number of electors registered in this county on that date who declined 
to declare a party affilia tion was ____ ' 

That the total number of electors registered in this county that date was 

That the number of voters in each city in the county on that date, under the 
political affiliations hereinafter stated, as follows: 

( Party) 

(Name of city) (Number) 

'--___ Party) 

(Name of city) (Number) 

That the number of voters in each Assembly district in the county on that date, 
under the political affiliations hereinafter stated, is as follows: 

'--___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 
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That the number of voters in each senatorial district in the county on that date, 
under the political affiliations hereinafter stated, is as follows: 

~ ___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 

~ ___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 

That the number of voters in each congressional district in the county on that 
date, under the political affiliations hereinafter stated, is as follows: 

~ ___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 

~ ___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 

That the number of voters in each supervisorial district in the county on that 
date, under the political affiliations hereinafter stated, is as follows: 

~ __ Party) 

(District) (Number) 

~ ___ Party) 

(District) (Number) 
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Chapter 5, Direct Primary 6463. 

Datedthis ____ dayof ___ ~,19_ . 

County Clerk 
By __________________ _ 

(SEAL) 
(Added by 51als.1976, c.1191, §61.J 

6462. Notice of offices for candidates to be nominated. 
At least 104 days before the time of holding the direct primary, the Secretary of 

State shall prepare and transmit to each county clerk a notice in writing designating 
all the offices, except those of county officers and judges of inferior courts, for which 
candidates are to be nominated at the primary, together with the names of parties 
qualified to participate in the primary. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c.1191, §61.! 

6463. Fonn of notice of offices for candidates to be nominated. 
The notice designating the offices for which candidates are to be nominated shall 

be in substantially the following form: 

NOTICE BY SECRETARY OF STATE OF OFFICES FOR WHICH CANDIDATES 
ARE TO BE NOMINATED AT THE DIRECT PRIMARY AND NAMES OF 

POL1TICAL PARTIES QUALlFlED TO PARTICIPATE 

Secretary of State 
Sacramento, .19_. 

To the County Clerk (registrar of voters) of the County of ____ ' 

Notice is hereby given that the offices for which candidates are to be nominated 
at the primary election to be held on the day of , 19~ 
together with the names of the political parties qualified to participate in the 
election, are as follows: 

STATE AND DISTRICT OFFICES 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 
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That the names of the political parties qualified to participate in this election for 
nomination of candidates for each of the above mentioned offices are as follows: 

Notice is also hereby given that at the primary election candidates are to be 
nominated for the following offices: 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBUC INSTRUCTION 

Notice is also hereby given that at the primary election, in the county first above 
mentioned, candidates are to be nominated for any county offices or inferior court 
offices to which candidates are to be elected. at the ensuing general election. 

And notice is also hereby given that at the primary election there shall be elected 
in each county a county central committee for each political party above named 
pursuant to Division 6 (commencing with Section 8000). 

Secretary of State 
(SEAL) 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §6l.J 

6464. County clerk to publish notice. 
Within 10 days after receipt of the notice designating the offices for which 

candidates are to be nominated, the county clerk shall publish in the county so 
much of the notice as may be applicable to his county. The publication shall be 
pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code and shall include a statement of 
the offices of judges of inferior courts in the county for which candidates are to be 
nominated and a statement of the number of members of the county central 
committee to be elected by each political party in each supervisorial or Assembly 
district, as the case may be. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §61.) 

6465. Form of notice. 
The notice published by the county clerk designating the offices for which 

candidates are to be nominated shall be in substantially the following form: 

NOTICE BY COUNTY CLERK OF OFFICES FOR WHICH CANDIDATES ARE 
TO BE NOMINATED OR ELECTED AT1HE DIRECT PRIMARY AND NAMES 

OF POUTICAL PARTIES QUAUFIED TO P ARTICIP ATE 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6465. 

Notice is hereby given that offices for which candidates are to be nominated at 
the primary election to be held on the day of . 19 ~ together 
with the names of the political parties qualified to participate in the election are as 
follows: 

STATE (AND DISTRICT) OFFICES 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

That the names of the political parties qualified to participate in the election for 
nomination of candidates for each of the above-mentioned offices are as follows: 

Notice is also hereby given that at the primary election candidates are to be 
nominated for the following nonpartisan offices: 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

SCHOOL OFFICES 

COUNTY OFFICES 
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Notice is also hereby given that at the primary election there are to be elected 
by each of the parties hereinafter named in each of the districts hereinafter stated 
as many members of the county central committee of that party as is stated under 
the name of that party opposite the number of the district. 

MEMBERS OF COUNTY CENTRAL COMMlTIEE 

The number of each district and the number of members to be elected by each 
party from the district being as hereinafter set forih: 

----,=-c-~.Party Party ___ Party ___ Party 
_District _members _members _members _members 
_District _members _members _members _members 
_District _members _members _members _members 
_District _members _members 
_District _members _members 

Datedthis ____ dayof ___ ~.19_. 

_members 
_members 

_members 
_members 

_-;;-_~. County Clerk 
By ___ ~. Deputy 

(SEAL) 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6466. Primary elections other than direct primary. 
In the case of primary elections other than the direct primary, the city clerk or 

secretary of the legislative body of the political subdivision for which the primary 
election is to be held shall publish once the notice indicating the offices for which 
candidates are to be nominated. The publication shall be made not more than 40 
and not less than 14 days before the primary election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §61.) 

Article 4. Declaration of Candidacy 

6489. uNomination documents" definition. 
For the purposes of this articlel "nomination documents" means declaration of 

candidacy and nomination papers. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.! 

6490. Nomination documents which must be filed; filing dates. 
(a) No candidate'S name shall be printed on the ballot to be used at the direct 

primary unless the following nomination documents are delivered for filing to the 
county clerk: 

(1) Declaration of candidacy pursuant to Section 6491. 
(2) Nomination papers signed by signers pursuant to Section 6494. 

(b) The forms shall first be available on the 113th day prior to the direct primary 
election and shall be delivered not later than 5 p.m. on the 88th day prior to the 
direct primary. 

(c) Upon the receipt of an executed nomination document, the county clerk shall 
give the person delivering such document a receipt, properly dated, indicating that 
the document was delivered to the county clerk. 

(d) Notwithstanding Section 6490.5, upon request of a candidate, the county 
clerk shall provide the candidate with a declaration of candidacy and nomination 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6490.3. 

papers. The county clerk shall not require a candidate to sign, file, or sign and file, 
a declaration of candidacy as a condition of receiving nomination papers. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 993, §6') 

6490.1. Extension of filing time if incumbent does not file. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 6490 or any other provision of the 

law, if nomination documents for an incumbent officer of a county are not delivered 
by 5 p.m. on the 88th day before the direct primary election, any person other than 
the person who was the incumbent on the 88th day shall have until 5 p.m. on the 
83rd day before the election to file nomination documents for the elective office. 

This section is not applicable where there is no incumbent eligible to be elected. 
(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 1023, §1.) 

6490.2. Extension of time if candidate dies. 
If only one candidate has declared a candidacy for a partisan nomination at the 

direct primary election for a party qualified to participate at that election, and that 
candidate dies after the last day prescribed for the delivery of nomination docu· 
ments to the county clerk, as provided in Section 6490, but not less than 83 days 
before the election, any person qualified under the provisions of Section 6401 may 
circulate and deliver nomination documents for the office to the county clerk up to 
5 o'clock p.m. on the 74th day prior to the election. In such case, the county clerk 
shall, immediately after receipt of such nomination documents, certify and transmit 
them to the Secretary of State in the manner specified in this article. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §34.) 

6490.3. Provision due to death of candidate; special election. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, except for an election for a 

judicial office, an election shall not be conducted and no votes cast for the office 
shall be counted, and if counted the votes shall be null and void, if an incumbent 
is a candidate for a nonpartisan statewide, countywide, or citywide office, or for a 
nonpartisan office which is elected by division, area, or district, which he or she 
currently holds at an election at which only one other candidate, excluding any 
write-in candidates, has qualified to have his or her name placed on the ballot for 
that office, and either the challenger or the incumbent dies after the hour of 12:01 
a.m. of the 68th day before the election. 

(b) A special election shall be called and held when the death of the challenger 
or the incumbent occurs within the period set in subdivision (a). The special election 
shall be called by the appropriate governing body within 14 days after the death of 
the incumbent or challenger. The special election shall be held no later than 88 days 
after the proclamation or resolution calling the election. Candidates at the special 
election shall be nominated in accordance with Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 6400) of Division 6, except that forms for securing signatures in lieu of a 
filing fee need not be made available until 15 days before the first day for circulating 
nomination papers,in·lieu·filing·fee petitions shall be filed at least seven days prior 
to the closing of the nomination period, nomination papers shall be delivered for 
filing to the county clerk not less than 68 days and not more than 87 days before 
the special election, any candidate's statement shall be filed with the clerk no later 
than the 68th day before the special election, and the Secretary of State shall conduct 
the randomized alphabet drawing under procedures similar to Section 10217 and 
10217.5 on the 67th day before the special election. Any candidate who paid a filing 
fee in connection with the previously scheduled election shall not be required to 
pay any additional filing fee but shall be required to file new nomination papers. 

(c) The Secretary of State or clerk shall take appropriate action to ensure that 
voters do not erroneously vote in a canceled election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 347, §4.) 
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6490.4. Reopening of nomination period due to death of candidate. 
(a) Filing of nomination papers for a nonpartisan office, except for a judicial 

office, shall be reopened when an incumbent who is a candidate for a nonpartisan 
statewide, countywide, or citywide office, or for a nonpartisan office which is 
elected by division, area, or district which he or she currently holds at an election 
at which only one other candidate, exciuding any write- in candidates, has qualified 
to have his or her name placed on the ballot for that office and ei ther the challenger 
or the incumbent dies after the 88th day but before the 68th day before the election. 

(b) Any person qualified to be a candidate for the office for which either the 
deceased challenger or the deceased incumbent was a candidate may circulate and 
deliver nomination papers commencing the day after the death of either the 
challenger or the incumbent. Candidates shall be nominated in accordance with 
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6400) of Division 6, except that in-Iieu-filing
fee petitions shall not be made available and nomination papers shall be returned 
to the county clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the 68th day before the election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1988, c. 391, §3.! 

6490.5. Candidate's preparation and completion of declaration. 
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a candidate shall not remove a 

declaration of candidacy form from the office of the county clerk, and the county 
clerk shall require all candidates filing a declaration of candidacy to execute the 
declaration in the office of the county clerk. 

(b) A candidate may, in a written statement signed and dated by the candidate, 
designate a person to receive a declaration of candidacy form from the county clerk 
and deliver it to the candidate. Such statement shall include language indicating 
that the candidate is aware that the declaration of candidacy must be properly 
executed and delivered to the county clerk of the county of the candidate's resi
dence by the 88th day prior to the direct primary election. Such statement shall be 
retained by the county clerk. 

(Added by 5Ials.1978, c. 616, §3.) 

6491. Form of declaration of candidacy. 
The declaration of candidacy by a candidate shall be substantially as follows: 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 

I hereby declare myself a Party candidate for nomination to the office 
of District Number to be voted for at the primary election 
to be held . 19~ and declare the following to be true: 
My name is _____________ _ 

I want my name and ocrupational designation to appear on the ballot as follows 

Addresses: 
Residence _______________________ ___ 

Business ________________________ _ 

Mailing _______________________ _ 

Telephone numbers: Day Evening ___ _ 
I meet the statutory and/ or constitutional qualifications for this office (including 

but not limited to citizenship, residency, and party affiliation, if required). 
I am at present an incumbent of the following public office (if any) ___ _ 
If nominated, I will accept the nomination and not withdraw. 
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Chapter 5, Direct Primary 6494. 

Signature of candidate 

State of California } 
Countyof______ 55, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ____ day of ___ ~' 19_, 

Notary Public (or other official) 
Examined and certified by me this ____ day of .19_, 

Registrar of Voters-County Clerk 

WARNING: Every person acting on behalf of a candidate is guilty of a misde
meanor who deliberately fails to file at the proper time and in the proper place any 
declaration of candidacy in his possession which is entitled to be filed under the 
provisions of the Elections Code Section 29302. 

(Amended by Slats. 1978, c.1287, §12.! 

6493. Candidate shall have signers. 
A candidate who declares his or her candidacy shall have signers sign his or her 

nomination 'papers pursuant to this article. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §6J.! 

6494. Fonn of nomination paper; affidavit of circulator. 
(a) The nomination paper shall be in substantially the following form: 

"NOMINATION PAPER 

I, the undersigned signer for for the Party nomination 
to the office of . to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the 
____ day of , 19 ~ hereby assert as follows: 

I am a resident of County and registered to vote a t the address shown 
on this paper and affiliated with the Party. I am not at this time a signer 
of any other nomination paper of any other candidate for the above-named office, 
or in case there are several places to be filled in the above- named office, I have not 
signed more nomination papers than there are places to be filled in the above
named office. My residence is correctly set forth after my signature hereto: 
Narne~~ ________________________________________________ __ 
Residence _________________________ _ 

(b) The affidavit of the circulator shall read as follows: 

AFFIDAVIT OF THE CIRCULATOR 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed according 
to the provisions of Sections 6497 and 6498 of the Elections Code, as a circulator to 
secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper of 
--;-___ as a candidate for the nomination of the Party for the office 
of ; that the signatures on this section of the nomination paper were 
obtained between . 19-, and .19--..: that I circulated the 
petition and I saw the signatures on this section of the nomination paper being 
written; and that, to the best of my information and belief, each signature is the 
genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

My voting residence is ___ _ 
(Signed) ________ _ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of ____ ~, 19 __ . 
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Notary Public (or other official) 
(SEAL) 

Examined and certified by me this ____ day of ___ ~. 19_. 

Registrar of Voters-County Clerk 
W ARNlNG: Every person acting on behalf of a candidate is guilty of a misde
meanor who deliberately fails to file at the proper time and in the proper place any 
nomination paper in his or her possession which is entitled to be filed under the 
provisions of the Elections Code. (Elections Code Section 29302)" 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 720, §8.! 

6494.1. In-lieu-filing-fee petition. 
If a candidate submits an in-lieu-filing-fee petition pursuant to Section 6555~ any 

or all signatures appearing on the petition, which would be valid under Section 
6494, shall be counted towards the number of voters required to sign a nomination 
paper. If an in-lieu-filing-fee petition contains a requisite number of valid signa
tures under Section 6495, the candidate shall not be required to file nomination 
papers, but may request the county clerk to accept the petition instead of filing 
nomination papers. 

If an in-lieu-filing-fee petition does not contain the requisite number of valid 
signatures as set forth in Section 6495, the candidate shall be entitled to file, within 
the time period allowed for filing nomination papers, a nomination paper in order 
to obtain the requisite number of valid signatures required to be submitted to the 
county clerk on a nomination paper. A candidate who submits a nomination paper 
pursuant to this paragraph shall only be required to obtain the number of signatures 
thereon needed to supplement the in-lieu-filing-fee petition so that the combination 
of signatures appearing on the in-lieu-filing-fee petition and the nomination paper 
equals or exceeds the requisite number of signatures set forth in Section 6495. 

(Amended by Stats. 1981, c. 664, §2.! 

6495. Number of signers required. 
The number of signers to a nomination paper required for the respective offices 

are as follows: 

(a) State office or United States Senate, not less than 65 nor more than 100. 

(b) House of Representatives in Congress, State Senate or Assembly, Board of 
Equalization, or any office voted for in more than one county, and not statewide, 
not less than 40 nor more than 60. 

(c) Candidacy in a single county or any political subdivision of a county, other 
than State Senate or Assembly, not less than 20 nor more than 40. 

(d) When any political party has less than 50 voters in the state or in the county 
or district in which the election is to be held, one-tenth the number of voters of the 
party. 

(e) When there are less than 150 voters in the county or district in which the 
election is to be held, not less than 10 nor more than 20. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 285, §1.! 

6496. Nomination paper delivered to county clerk. 

The nomination paper shall be delivered. to the county clerk of the county in 
which the signer resides and is a voter. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c.1191, §61.! 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6500. 

6496.5. Declaration obtained from clerk; delivered to clerk. 
The declaration of candidacy shall be obtained from, and delivered to, the 

rounty clerk of the county in which the candidate resides and is a voter in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 6490.5. 

(Added by 5Ials.1978, c. 616, §4.) 

6497. Form must be complete; appointment of circulators. 
The county clerk shall not accept for filing any nomination paper unless all 

blanks in the certificate are filIed. 
The candidate may appoint circulators to serve, within the county in which they 

reside, for purposes of securing signatures to the candidate's nomination paper. 
Circulators appointed pursuant to this section shall be authorized to secure signa
tures to the nomination paper of the candidate in that county. The document in 
which the circulators are appointed by the candidate shall be filed with the county 
clerk on or before the date nomination papers are left with the county clerk for filing 
or examination. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6498. Fonn of appointment of circulators. 
The document in which circulators are appointed by the candidate shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

I, the undersigned, a candidate for the Party nomination for the 
office of , which nomination is to be made by direct vote at a primary 
election to be held on the day of , 19 ~ do hereby appoint 
the following voters of the County of , as circulators to obtain signatures 
of sponsors in that county to a nomination paper placing me in nomination as a 
candidate of the Party for the office of ___ _ 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence 

etc. etc. 

(Signature of candidate) __________________ _ 
(Residence) ______________________ _ 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk (or registrar of voters) of the County of 
____ ,this day of ,19_. 

Registrar of Voters-County Clerk 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.J 

6499. Circulators shall be voters in district. 
Circulators appointed pursuant to this article shall be voters in the district or 

political subdivision in which the candidate is to be voted on and shall serve only 
in that district or political subdivision. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191. §61.) 

6500. No more signers than required. 
No more signers shall be secured for any candidate than the maximum number 

required in this article. If, however, through miscalculation or otherwise, more 
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signers are secured than the maximum number, the officer with whom the nomi
nation papers are filed shall, with the written consent of the candidate, withdraw 
the excess number. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6501. Signers shall be voters in district. 
Signers shall be voters in the district or political subdivision in which the 

candidate is to be voted on and shall be affiliated with the party, if any, in which 
the nomination is proposed. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6502. Sign for one candidate. 
No signer shall at the time of signing a certificate have his name signed to any 

other nomination paper for any other candidate for the same office, Of, in case there 
are several places to be filled in the same office, signed to more nomination papers 
for candidates for that office than there are places to be filled. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6503. No defect in document shall prevent filing. 
No defect in any nomination document presented shall prevent the filing of 

another nomination document within the period allowed for presenting the nomi
nation document. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6504. No fee. 
No fee or charge shall be made or collected by any officer for verifying any 

nomination document or circulator's affidavit. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §6l.J 

6505. County clerk shall transmit nomination document. 
The county clerk shall transmit to the Secretary of State the nomination docu

ment for each candidate for state office, United States Senator, Representative in 
Congress, Member of the State Senate or Assembly, judges of the superior court, 
or the members of the Board of EquaJization. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6506. Verification of signatures. 
Before any nomination document is filed in the office of the county clerk or 

forwarded for filing in the office of the Secretary of State, the county clerk shall 
verify the signatures and the political affiliations of the signers on the nomination 
paper with the registration affldavits on file in the offlce of the county elerk. The 
county clerk shall mark "not sufficient" any signature which does not appear in 
the same handwriting as appears on the affidavit of registration in his office or 
which is accompanied by a declaration of party affiliation which is not in accord
ance with the declaration of party affiliation in the affidavit of registration. The 
county elerk may cease to verify signatures once the minimum requisite number 
of signatures has been verified. 

(Amended by Siais. 1979, c. 285, §2) 

6507. Nomination documents forwarded to Secretary of State; time, statement 
showing signatures not sufficient. 

All nomination documents which are required to be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State shall, within five days after being left with the county clerk in 
compliance with Section 6490, be forwarded by the clerk to the Secretary of State, 
who shall receive and file them. The county clerk shall forward with the nomination 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6552. 

documents a statement showing the total number of signatures on the nomination 
document which have not been marked "not sufficient." 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 198, §4,J 

6508. Form of county clerk's statement of signers. 
The county clerk's statement to the Secretary of State of the number of signers 

shall be in substantially the following form: 

COUNTY CLERK'S STATEMENT OF NUMBER OF SIGNERS 

I, County Clerk (or registrar of voters) of the County of , hereby 
certify that I have examined the hereto attached filed on behalf of 
--;c--:::--:-:--;-:-;' candidate for nomination to the office of at the primary 
election to be held on the day of , 19 ~ and that the total 
number of signatures which I have not marked "not sufficient" is ___ _ 

Dated this day of , 19_. 
-;:-_______ County Clerk 
By ________ Deputy 

(SEAL) 
(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1191, §61.) 

6509. Nomination documents not required to be filed with Secretary of State; 
filing deadline. 

All nomination documents which are delivered for filing to the county clerk in 
compliance with Section 6490 and which are not required by this chapter to be filed 
in the office of the Secretary of State shall be filed in the office of the county clerk 
by the 83rd day before the primary election. 

(Added by 5tats.1982, c. 198, §5,J 

Article 5. Nomination Papers. Place of Filing. Fees 

6550. Place of filing. 
All nomination documents shall be filed as follows: 
(a) For state offices, United States Senators, Representatives in Congress, Mem

bers of the State Senate and Assembly, judges of the superior court, and members 
of the Board of Equalization, in the office of the Secretary of State. 

(b) For all officers to be voted for wholly within one county, except as provided 
in subdivision (a), in the office of the county clerk of that county. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 454, §17.) 

6551. Official filing forms. 
AU forms required for nomination and election to all congressional, state, 

county, and political party county central committee offices shall be furnished only 
by the county clerk. At the time of issuance of those forms the county clerk shall 
type in the forms the name of the candidate and the office for which he is a 
candidate, shall imprint a stamp which reads "Official Filing Form," and shall affix 
his signature. The forms shall be distributed without charge to all candidates 
applying for them. 

(Amended by 5tals.1978, c.1287, §14.) 

6552. Filing fees paid to Secrelary of State. 
(a) The following fees for filing declarations of candidacy shall be paid to the 

Secretary of State by each candidate: 
(1) Two percent of the first-year salary for the office of United States Senator 

or for any state office. The fee prescribed in this subdivision does not apply to the 
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office of State Senator, Assemblyman, member of the Board of Equalization, or 
justice of the court of appeal. 

(2) One percent of the first-year salary for the office of Representative in 
Congress, member of the Board of Equalization, or justice of the court of appeal. 

(3) One percent of the first-year salary for the office of State Senator or 
Assemblyman. 

(b) For purposes of this section, "salary" means the annual salary for the office 
as of the first day on which a candidate may circulate petitions in lieu of filing fees 
pursuant to Section 6555. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 227, §1.) 

6553. Filing fee for an office wholly within one county 
The filing fee to be paid to the county clerk for filing a declaration of candidacy 

for an office to be voted for wholly within one county other than a legislative or 
congressional office shall be as follows: 

(a) No filing fee is required from any candidate for an office for which no fixed 
compensation is payable, or for which the annual salary is two thousand five 
hundred dollars ($2,500) or less. 

(b) A filing fee of 1 percent of the annual salary of the office shall be paid to the 
county clerk by each candidate for a judicial office or for a county office. This 
subdivision shall not apply to any candidate for any office for which the annual 
salary is two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or less. 

The filing fee shall be calculated on the basis of the annual salary for the office 
on the first day to circulate petitions to gather signatures in lieu of filing fees. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 1277, §1O.) 

6554. Nonrefundable filing fees paid when declarations are filed. 
The filing fees for all candidates required to file declarations of intention to 

become a candidate shall be paid at the time such declarations are filed with the 
county clerk. The filing fees for all other candidates shall be paid at the time the 
candidates obtain their nomination forms from the county clerk. The county clerk 
shall not accept any papers unless the fees are paid at the time required by this 
section, or unless satisfactory evidence is given to the county clerk or to the registrar 
of voters that such fee has been paid at the time of the declaration of candidacy in 
another county. The county clerk shall transmit the appropriate fees to the Secretary 
of State at the time he or she delivers the declarations of candidacy for filing. All 
filing fees received by the Secretary of State and county clerks are nonrefundable. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1979, c. 617, §1.) 

6555. Petition in-lieu-of filing fee. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, a candidate may submit 

a petition containing signatures of registered voters in lieu of a filing fee as follows: 
(1) For the office of California State Assembly, 1,500 signatures. 
(2) For the office of California State Senate and the United States House of 

Representatives, 3,000 signatures. 
(3) For candidates running for statewide office, 10,000 signatures. 
(4) For all other offices for which a filing fee is required, if the number of 

registered voters in the district in which he or she seeks nomination is 2,000 or more, 
a candidate may submit a petition containing four signatures of registered voters 
for each dollar of the filing fee, or 10 percent of the total of registered voters in the 
district in which he or she seeks nomination, whichever is less. 

(5) For all other offices for which a filing fee is required, if the number of 
registered voters in the district in which he or she seeks nomination is less than 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6555. 

2,000, a candidate may submit a petition containing four signatures of registered 
voters for each dollar of the filing fee~ or 20 percent of the total of registered voters 
in the district in which he or she seeks nomination, whichever is less. 

(6) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a candidate seeking 
the nomination of a qualified party with whom hear she is registered, the registered 
voters of which who were eligible to vote at the last statewide election constituted 
less than 5 percent of all registered voters eligible to vote at the last statewide 
election, may submit a petition containing signatures of 10 percent of the registered 
voters of that party in the district in which he or she seeks nomination, or 150 
signatures, whichever is less. 

(7) A voter may sign both a candidate's nomination papers and his or her 
in-lieu-filing-fee petition. However, if signatures appearing on the documents are 
counted towards both the nomination paper and the in-lieu-filing-fee petition 
signature requirements, a person may only sign one of the documents. 

(b) The Secretary of State or an elections official shall furnish to each candidate, 
upon request, and without charge therefor, forms for securing signatures. The 
number of forms which the elections official shall furnish a candidate shall be a 
quantity which provides the candidates with spaces for signatures sufficient in 
number to equal the number of signatures which the candidate is required to secure 
pursuant to subdivision (a) if the candidate desires that number of forms. However, 
the elections official may, rather than provide the candidate with the number of 
forms set forth in the preceding sentence, or, upon the request of a candidate, 
provide the candidate with a master form, which may be duplicated by the 
candidate at the candidate's expense for the purpose of circulating additional 
petitions. The Secretary of State shall provide the master form. The elections official 
may provide candidjltes a form other than the master form provided by the 
Secretary of State. However, that form shall meet all statutory requirements, and 
the elections official shall also make available and accept the master form provided 
by the Secretary of State. All forms shall be made available commencing 45 days 
before the first day for circulating nomination papers. However, in cases of vacan
cies for which a special election is authorized or required to be held to fill the 
vacancy, and where the prescribed nomination period would commence less than 
45 days after the creation of the vacancy, the forms shall be made available within 
five working days after the creation of the vacancy. No other form except the form 
furnished by the Secretary of State or the elections official or forms duplicated from 
a master form shall be used to secure signatures. Each petition section shall bear 
an affidavit signed by the circulator, in substantially the sarne form as set forth in 
Section 6494. The substitution of signatures for fees shall be subject to the following 
provisions: 

(1) Any registered voter may sign an in·lieu-filing-fee petition for any candi· 
date for whom he or she is eligible to vote. 

(2) If a voter signs more candidates' peti tions than there are offices to be filled, 
the voter's signatures shall be valid only on those petitions which, taken in the order 
they were filed, do not exceed the number of offices to be filled . 

(3) In·lieu-filing-fee petitions shall be filed at least 15 days prior to the close 
of the nomination period. Upon receipt of the minimum number of in-lieu-filing-fee 
signatures required, or a sufficient combination of signatures and pro rata filing 
fee, the elections official shall issue nomination papers provisionally. Within 10 
days after receipt of a petition, the elections official shall notify the candidate of any 
deficiency. The candidate shall then, prior to the close of the nomination period, 
either submit a supplemental petition, or pay a pro rata portion of the filing fee, to 
cover the deficiency. 
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(4) If the petition is circulated for an office in more than one county, the 
candidate shall submit the signatures to the elections official in the county in which 
the petition was circulated. The elections official shall at least two days after 
verifying the signatures on the petition, notify the Secretary of State of the total 
number of valid signatures. If the number of signatures is insufficient, the Secretary 
of State shall notify the candidate and the elections officials of the fact. The 
candidate may submit the necessary number of valid signatures at any time prior 
to the close of the period for circulating nomination papers. Each circulator of an 
in-lieu-filing-fee petition shall be a registered voter of the district or political 
subdivision in which the candidate is to be voted on. The circulator shall serve 
within the county in which he or she resides. 

(5) Each candidate may submit a greater number of signatures to allow for 
subsequent losses due to invalidity of some signatures. The elections official shall 
not be required to determine the validity of a greater number of signatures than 
that required by this section. 

(c) For the purposes of this section, the requisite number of signatures shall be 
romputed from the latest registration figures fornrarded to the Secretary of State 
pursuant to Section 607 prior to the first day on which petitions are available. 

(d) All valid signatures obtained pursuant to this section shall be counted 
towards the number of voters required to sign a nomination paper in accordance 
with Section 6494.1 or 6834.l. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 427, §30.) 

6555.5. Random sampling technique for signature verification. 
If the number of signatures affixed to an in-lieu filing fee petition filed pursuant 

to Section 6555 is 100 or more, the clerk may use a random sampling technique for 
verification of the signatures. If a random sampling technique is used and the 
number of signatures on a petition is 100 or more but less than 2,000, the random 
sampling shall include an examination of 100 signatures. If the number of signa
tures on a petition is 2,000 or more, the random sampling shall include an exami
nation of 5 percent of the signatures. Upon completion of the verification of 
signatures in the sample, the percentage of signatures which are valid shall be 
applied and projected to the total number of signatures submitted. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 283, §2.) 

6556. Nomination fees paid to treasurer; time. 
The county clerk shall pay to the county treasurer all fees received from 

candidates pursuant to Section 6554. Within 10 days after the direct primary, the 
Secretary of State shall pay to the State Treasurer all fees received from candidates 
pursuant to Section 6552, which shall be deposited in the General Fund. 

It is the intention of the Legislature that the funds deposited in the General Fund 
pursuant to this section will be used by the Secretary of State in the performance 
of his or her duties pursuant to Division 11 (commencing with Section 15000), to 
the extent that appropriations are made in the Budget Act from year to year. 

(Amended by 5tats.1982, c.1190, §1.J 

Article 6. List of Candidates. Notice of Election 

6580. Secretary of State shall transmit certified list. 
At least 68 days before the direct primary, the Secretary of State shall transmit 

\ 
to each county clerk a certified list of candidates who are eligible to be voted for in 
his county at the direct primary. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.) 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6584. 

6580.5. Secretary of State to notify candidates. 
Not less than five days before he transmits the certified list of candidates to the 

county clerks, as provided in Section 6580, the Secretary of State shall notify each 
candidate for partisan office of the names, addresses, offices, occupations, and party 
affiliations of all other persons who have filed for the same office. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6581. Secretary of State shall certify according to Assembly districts. 
The Secretary of State shall certify and transmit the list of candidates for 

nomination to each office according to Assembly districts, in the order of arrange
ment prescribed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of Division 8. In 
the case of each county containing more than one Assembly district, the Secretary 
of State shall transmit separate lists for each Assembly district. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1191, §61.; Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1438, §8.9.) 

6582. Addresses of each candidate. 
The Secretary of State, at the time he transmits the list of candidates to the county 

clerk, shall inform the county clerk of the address of each candidate. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6583. Contents of certified list. 
The certified list of candidates sent to each county clerk by the Secretary of State 

shall show: 
(a) The name of each candidate. 
(b) The office for which each person is a candida te. 
(c) The party each person represents, unless the office is nonpartisan. 
(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1191, §6J.! 

6584. Form of certified list. 
The certified list of candidates sent to each county clerk by the Secretary of State 

shall be in substantially the following form: 
CERTIFIED LIST OF CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATION 

SECRETARY OF STATE To the County Clerk of County: 
I, , Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the following list contains 

the name of each person for whom nomination papers have been filed in my office 
and who is entitled to be voted for in the above-named county at the direct primary 
election to be held on the day of , 19~ the designation of 
the office for which each person is a candidate, his or her name being stated under 
the name of the party hear she represents, except in the case of a nonpartisan office. 

___ PARTY 

STATE (AND DISTRICT) OFFICES 

(Ti tie of office) IN arne of candida tel 

____ District 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES 

(Including United States Senator, if any) 
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____ District 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

____ ;District 
____ Di.strict 

____ ,PARTY 

DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

STATE (AND DISTRICT) OFFICES 

I further certify the following list contains the name of each person for whom 
nomination papers have been filed in my office, together with a designation of the 
office for which each person is a candidate, and that such person is entitled to be 
voted for in your county and that election by any registered qualified elector of 
your county whether registered as intending to affiliate with any political party or 
not. 

(Title of office) 

NONPARTISAN OFFICES 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

(Name of candidate) 

District 
SUPERlNTEND::-:ENT=:C:O"'F"'P='UBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of ___ ~. 19_, 

Secretary of State 
(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 993, §8.J 

6585. County clerk to publish; publication requirements. 
Each county clerk shall, upon receipt of the certifIed list of candidates, publish 

under the proper party designation the title of each partisan office which appears 
on the list. The publication shall include the names and addresses of all persons for 
whom nomination papers have been filed with the Secretary of State for each of the 
offices, except the names of candidates for the State Senate and Assembly when 
they are to be voted for within more than one county, and the names of candidates 
for the county central committee, filed in the office ofthe county clerk. He shall also 
publish the title of each nonpartisan office, together with the names and addresses 
of all persons for whom nomination papers have been filed for each nonpartisan 
office, either in the office of the Secretary of State or in the office of the county clerk, 
and shall state that candidates for nonpartisan offices may be voted for at the 
primary election by any voter of the county, whether registered as intending to 
affiliate with any political party or not. He shall also publish the date of the primary 
election and the hours during which the polls will be open. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.J 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6587. 

6566. Publish names in order. 
In publishing the names and addresses of all candidates, the county clerk shall 

publish the names in the order in which they will appear upon the ballot in the 
Assembly district in the county, which is the lowest in numerical order. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §6J.) 

6567. Form of publication. 
The list of candidates and notice of election published by the county clerk shaU 

be in substantially the following fonn: 

NOTICE BY COUNTY CLERK OF TIME AND PLACE OF PRIMARY 
ELECTION, POLITICAL PARTIES ENTITLED TO P ARTICIP A TE THEREIN, 

OFFlCES FOR WHICH CANDIDATES ARE TO BE NOMINA TED OR 
ELECTED, AND NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CANDIDATES 

Notice is hereby given that a primary election is to be held in the County of 
:;---,;---;-_on the day of ,19-1 and that hereinafter under 
the designation of each of the political parties entitled to participate therein there 
is stated the title of each office to be voted on, and the name and address of each 
person for whom a nomination paper has ~n filed for each office and who is 
entitled to be voted for in this county, the name of each person being stated under 
the name of the party or principle he represents. 

(Title of office) 

___ PARTY 

STATE (AND DISTRICT) OFFlCES 

(Name of 
candidate) 

.==== District 
CONGRESSIONAL OFFlCES 

District 
LE-=G""IS=-LAccTI=VE OFFlCES 

District 

(Post office address 
of candidate) 

MEMBERS OF C~O:-=UNT=::-:Y--:::CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Member of County 
Central Committee 
____ District 
____ to be elected. 
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6587. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

Member of County 
Central Committee 
____ District 
____ to be elected. 

____ PARTY 

STATE (AND DISTRICT) OFFICES 

Notice is also hereby given that following are the nonpartisan offices for which 
candidates are to be nominated at the primary election, together with the names 
and addresses of all persons for whom nomination papers have been filed for each 
office, and that candidates for these offices may be voted for I at the primary election, 
by any voter of this county, whether registered as intending to affiliate with any 
political party or not. 

(Title of office) 

NONPARTISAN OFFICES 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

(Name of 
candidate) 

____ District 

SCHOOL OFFICES 

COUNTY OFFICES 

____ Supervisor District 

(Post office address 
of candida tel 

Notice is also hereby given that at the primary election the polls will be open 
from the hour of 7 o'clock a.m. to the hour of 8 o'clock p.m. on the day thereof. 

Dated this day of . 19_. 
_______ County Clerk 

(Added by 51als.1976, c.1191, §61.J 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6614. 

6588. Publish once each week. 
The county clerk shall publish the list of candidates and notice of election once 

each week for two successive weeks prior to a direct primary election in not more 
than two newspapers of general circulation published in the county . 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §6J.! 

Article 7. Nominated Candidates 

6610. Plurality determines nominee. 
The person who receives the highest number of votes at a primary election as 

the candidate of a political party for the nomination to an office is the nominee of 
that party at the ensuing general election. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1191, §61.! 

6611. Nonpartisan candidate elected if majority received. 
Any candidate for a nonpartisan office who at a primary election receives votes 

on a majority of all the ballots cast for candidates for that office shall be elected to 
such office. Where two or more candidates are to be elected to a given office and a 
greater number of candidates receive a majority than the number to be elected, 
those candidates shall be elected who secure the highest votes of those receiving 
such majority, and equal in number to the number to be elected. 

Where a candidate has been elected to a nonpartisan office at the primary 
election, that office shall not appear on the ballot at the ensuing general election, 
notwithstanding the death, resignation or other disqualification of the candidate at 
a time subsequent to the primary election. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.! 

6612. No candidate elected to nonpartisan office. 
If no candidate has been elected to a nonpartisan office pursuant to Section 6611 

or if the number of candidates elected at the primary election is less than the total 
number to be elected to that office, then candidates for that office at the ensuing 
election shall be those candidates not elected at the primary who received the next 
highest number of votes cast for nomination to that office, equal in number to twice 
the number remaining to be elected to that office, or less, if the total number of 
candidates not elected is less. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §6J.! 

6613. Tie vote. 
In the case of a tie vote, nonpartisan candidates receiving the same number of 

votes shall be candidates at the ensuing general election if they qualify pursuant to 
Section 6612 whether or not there are more candidates at the general election than 
prescribed by this article. In no case shall the candidates determine the tie by lot. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §61.! 

6614. If less than number to be elected. 
If the number of candidates elected at a primary election to any nonpartisan 

office is less than the number of persons to be elected to that office, there shall be 
printed on the ballot, in a group, only the names of the other candidates receiving 
the next highest number of votes for nomination to that office as may equal twice 
the number of persons remaining to be elected to that office (or a smaller number 
if the list of candidates be exhausted). This group shall be preceded by the desig
nation of the office and the words "vote for ," the blank being filled by 
a number equal to the number of persons remaining to be elected to that office. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §6l.J 
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6614.5. Plurality elects county central committee. 
The candidates for election to membership on the county central committee, 

equal in number to the number to be elected, receiving the highest number of votes 
in their supervisorial district or Assembly district, as the case may be, shall be 
declared elected. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c.1191, §6l.) 

6615. Duty of officers charged with canvass. 
It is the duty of the officers charged with the canvass of the returns of any 

primary election in any county or city to issue: 
(a) Certificates of election to each member elected to a county central committee. 
(b) Certificates of nomination to candidates nominated for nonpartisan offices 

voted for wholly within one county. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §61.) 

6616. Certificates issued upon completion of canvass. 
Certificates of nomination or election issued by county or municipal officers 

shall be issued immediately upon the completion of the canvass of the returns at 
the primary election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6617. Certificates issued by Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall issue certificates of nomination to candidates nomi

nated for Representatives in Congress, Members of the State Senate and Assembly, 
members of the State Board of Equalization, and for all statewide offices. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6618. Secretary of State shall deliver certificate of nomination. 
Not less than 68 days before the general election, the Secretary of State shall 

deliver to the county clerk of each county a certificate showing: 
(a) The name of every person entitled to receive votes within that county at the 

general election who has received the nomination as a candidate for public office 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) For each nominee the name of the party which has nominated him, if any. 
(c) The designation of the public office for which he has been nominated. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 866, §1J.) 

6619. Secretary of State shall certify according to Assembly district. 
The Secretary of State shall certify and transmit the list of candidates for each 

office according to Assembly districts, in the order of arrangement prescribed by 
Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of Division 8. In the case of each county 
containing more than one Assembly district, he shall transmit separate lists for each 
Assembly district. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c.1191, §61; Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1438, §8.11.) 

6620. Fonn of certificate showing candidates nominated. 
The certificate of the Secretary of State showing candidates nominated or 

selected at a primary election shall be substantiaIly in the following form: 

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY OF STATE SHOWING CANDIDATES 
NOMINATED OR SELECfED AT PRIMARY ELECTION 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

To the County Clerk of ____ County: 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6620. 

I, . Secretary of State, do hereby certify that hereinafter are stated the 
names of those persons entitled to receive votes within your county at the general 
election who have received partisan nominations or have been selected as candi
da tes for office at the primary election. These nominations and selections are 
evidenced by the compilation and statement required to be made by me and filed 
in my office. Set forth along with their respective names there is shown the 
candidate's designation of his or her office, profession, vocation or occupation, and 
there is also shown separately and respectively for each nominee the name of the 
political party or organization, if any, which has nominated him or her and the 
designation of the public office for which he or she is so nominated. 

(Name of 
candidate) 

(Name) 

STATE (AND DISTRICn OFFICES 

(Candidate's 
designation 

of office, 
occupation, 

etc.) (Party) 

____ District 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES 

____ District 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

____ District 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

(Candidate's 
designation 

of office, 
occupation, etc.) 
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____ District 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

I also certify that at the state conventions which met, according to law, at the 
State Capitol on the day of . 19~ the following persons 
were nominated as electors of President and Vice President of the United States, 
for the parties respectively hereinafter placed at the head of the column containing 
their respective names, and you are hereby directed to print the names of the 
candidates for' President and Vice President for whom those electors have pledged 
themselves to vote, upon the official ballots to be used at the general election, as 
representing the candidates of their respective parties for that office. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 
Paro/ _________ _ Party __________ _ 

President _________ _ President _________ _ 

Vice President _______ _ Vice President _______ _ 
1 1 ___________________ __ 

2 2 ___________________ _ 

3 3 ______ --: _______ _ 
etc. etc. 

Dated at Sacramento, California, this ____ day of ___ ~. 19_. 
(SEAL) 

Secretary of State 
(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 993, §9,J 

Article 8. Withdrawal of Candidates. Vacancies 

6650. No candidate may withdraw. 
No candidate whose declaration of candidacy has been filed for any primary 

election may withdraw as a candidate at that primary election. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §6l.J 

6651. No candidate may withdraw. 
No candidate nominated at any primary election may withdraw as a candidate 

at the ensuing general election except those candidates permitted to withdraw by 
this article. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §6l.J 

6651.5. Appointment to fill vacancy. 
Any person nominated by a party at the direct primary election for a partisan 

office may be appointed to fill a vacancy on the general election ballot for any other 
partisan office, as provided in Section 6655, and in such case his appointment shall 
constitute a vacancy on the general election ballot for the office for which he was 
nominated. The vacancy thus arising shall be filled in the manner prescribed in 
Section 6655. 
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Chapter 5. Direct Primary 6655. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c.1191, §61.) 

6653. No vacancy filled except by reason of death. 
No vacancy on the ballot for a general election shall be filled except if the 

candidate dies and that fact has been ascertained by the officer charged with the 
duty of printing the ballots at least 68 days before the date of the next ensuing 
general election. 

(Amended by 5tat5. 1986, c. 866, §13.) 

6653.3. Superior court judge may request removal of name due to 
appointment. 

Notwithstanding Sections 6653 and 6659, any candidate who has been nomi
nated at any primary election for superior court judge in which election there were 
at least two other candidates, and who has, after the date prescribed for the filing 
of declaration of candidacy pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 6489) 
of this chapter, been appointed to any federal or state office may request the county 
clerk to have his or her name removed from the ballot of the next ensuing general 
election. If such request is received by the county clerk at least 68 days before the 
next ensuing general election, the county clerk shall remove such candidate's name 
from the ballot. 

If a candidate's name is removed from the ballot pursuant to this section, the 
two remaining candidates who received the highest number of votes cast on all the 
ballots of all the voters participating in the primary election for nomination for that 
office of superior court judge, shall be the candidates for that office at the ensuing 
general election, and their names as candidates for that office shall be placed on the 
official ballot at the ensuing election. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1986, c. 866, §14.) 

6654. Death of candidate nominated for partisan office. 
Whenever a candidate for nomination for a partisan office at a primary election 

dies on or before the day of election, and a sufficient number of ballots are marked 
as being voted for him to entitle him to nomination if he had lived until after the 
election, a vacancy exists on the general election ballot which shall be filled in the 
manner provided in Section 6655 for filling a vacancy caused by the death of a 
candidate. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c.1191, §61.J 

6655. Vacancies permitted to be filled. 
Vacancies permitted to be filled may, in the case of legislative office, be filled by 

the county central committee or committees of the party in which the vacancy 
occurs, in the county or counties comprising the legislative district of the deceased 
candidate. In the case of all other district or state offices requiring party nomination, 
except congressional offices, the vacancies may be filled by the state central com
mi ttee of the party. 

Vacancies permitted to be filled may, in the case of congressional offices, be filled 
by those members of the state central committee of the party, who reside in the 
congressional district in which the vacancy occurs, and who were registered to vote 
in that district at the time the vacancy occurred, acting together with the members 
of the county central committee or committees of the party residing in that congres
sional district. 

References in this section to state and county central committees shall be 
construed to refer to the newly elected or selected state and county central commit
tees, unless the organizational meetings of such committees are held in January 
following the general election. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c.1191, §61.) 
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6656. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

6656. Filling vacancy for nonpartisan office. 
H the vacancy occurs among candidates chosen at the direct primary to go on 

the ballot for the succeeding general election for a nonpartisan office, the name of 
that candidate receiving at the primary election the next highest number of votes 
shall go upon the ballot to fill the vacancy. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 1191, §6l.J 

6657. Vacancy authorized to be fiUed. 
A vacancy a;'thorized to be filled because of the death of a candidate shall be 

filled, and the name of the person named to fill the vacancy shall be certified to the 
officer charged with the duty of printing the ballots, 68 days before the day of 
election. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1986, c. 866, §15.) 

6658. When candidate has declared candidacy, name shall be printed on 
baUot. 

Whenever a candidate has declared a candidacy for a primary election, the 
candida te' s name shall be printed upon the ballot for the primary election, unless 
the candidate has died and that fact has been ascertained by the officer charged 
with the duty of printing the ballots, at least 68 days before the day ofthe election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1986, c. 866, §16') 

6659. When candidate has been nominated, name shall be printed on ballot. 
Whenever a candidate has been nominated at any primary election after having 

a declaration of candidacy filed, the name of the candidate shall be printed upon 
the ballot for the ensuing general election unless the candidate has died and that 
fact has been ascertained by the officer charged with the dutyof printing the ballots, 
at least 68 days before the day of election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 866, §17.) 

6660. Upon death of candidate, vacancy filled is certified. 
Whenever, upon the death of any candidate, the vacancy created is filled by a 

party committee, a certificate to that effect shall be filed with the officer with whom 
a declaration of candidacy for such office may be filed, and, upon payment of the 
filing fee applicable to the office, shall be accepted and acted upon by that officer 
as in the case of an original declaration certificate. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §6l.! 

6661. Name on ballot if write-in candidate. 
No person whose name has been written in upon a ballot for an office at the 

direct primary may have his or her name placed upon the ballot as a candidate for 
that office for the ensuing general election unless one of the following statements 
is true: 

(a) At that direct primary he or she received for that office votes equal in number 
to 1 percent of all votes cast for the office at the last preceding general election at 
which the office was filled. In the case of an office which has not appeared on the 
ballot since its creation, the requisite number of votes shall equal1 percent of the 
number of all votes cast for the office which had the least number of votes in the 
most recent general election in the jurisdiction in which the write-in candidate is 
seeking office. 

(b) He or she is an independent nominee pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing 
with Section 6800). 

(c) He or she has been designated by a party central committee to fill a vacancy 
on the ballot for the general election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 358, §1.) 
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Chapter 6. Independent Nominations 6810. 

Chapter 6. Independent Nominations 

Article 1. General Provisions 

6800. Nomination of candidate. 
A candidate for any public office, including that of presidential elector I for which 

no nonpartisan candidate has been nominated or elected at any primary election, 
may be nominated subsequent to or in lieu of a primary election pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1191, §63.J 

6801. Partisan candidate ineligble as independent candidate. 
A candidate for whom a nomination paper has been filed as a partisan candidate 

at a primary election, and who is defeated for his party nomination at the primary 
election, is ineligible for nomination as an independent candidate. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §63.J 

6802. Application of Chapter 5. 
For the purposes of this chapter, the provisions of Chapter 5 (commencing at 

Section 6400) of this division, SO far as consistent with this chapter, shall apply to 
all offices for which nominations are made at the presidential primary and direct 
primary elections, as well as to elections for any other office to which Chapter 5 
(commencing at Section 6400) of this division would not ordinarily apply. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §63.J 

6803. Nomination paper may contain name of candidate. 
Whenever a group of candidates for presidential electors, equal in number to 

the number of presidential electors to which this state is entitled, files a nomination 
paper with the Secretary of State pursuant to this chapter, the nomination paper 
may contain the name of the candidate for President of the United States and the 
name of the candidate for Vice President of the United States for whom all of those 
candidates for presidential electors pledge themselves to vote, 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §63.) 

6804. When group pledges themselves name of candidate shall be printed on 
ballot. 

When a group of candidates for presidential electors designates the presidential 
and vice presidential candidates for whom all of the group pledge themselves to 
vote, the names of the presidential candidate and vice presidential candidate 
designated by that group shall be printed on the ballot pursuant to Chapter 2 
(commencing with Section 10200) of Division 8. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1191, §63; Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1438, §8.13') 

Article 1.5. Declaration of Intention 

6810. Candidates shall file declaration of intention. 
(a) A candidate shall file a written and signed declaration of his or her intention 

to become a candidate for elective office. The declaration shall be left with the officer 
with whom his or her nomination papers are required to be left, on a form to be 
supplied by the county elections official, not more than 14 nor less than five days 
prior to the first day on which nomination papers may be presented by a candidate 
seeking a party nomination for that office. The declaration shall be substantially in 
the following form: 
'1 hereby declare my intention to become a candidate for the office of .,--,----,,_ 
(name of office and district, if any) at the November ~ 19_, general election." 
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6831. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

(b) No person may be a candidate nor have his or her name printed upon any 
ballot as a candidate for elective office unless he or she has filed a declaration of 
intention pursuant to this section. 

(c) This section shall not apply to any candidates for presidential elector, the 
United States House of Representatives, or the United States Senate. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 1018, §1.! 

Article 2. Nomination Papers 

6831. Nomination papers; percentage of signatures required for statewide 
office. 

Nomination papers for a statewide office for which the candidate is to be 
nominated shall be signed by voters of the state equal to not less in number than 1 
percent of the entire number of registered voters of the state at the time of the close 
of registration prior to the preceding general election. Nomination papers for an 
office, other than a statewide office, shall be signed by the voters of the area for 
which the candidate is to be nominated, not less in number than 3 percent of the 
entire number of registered voters in the area at the time of the close of registration 
prior to the preceding general election. Nomination papers for Representative in 
Congress, State Senator or Assemblyman, to be voted for at a special election to fill 
a vacancy, shall be signed by voters in the district not less in number than 500 or 1 
percent of the entire vote cast in the area at the preceding general election, 
whichever is less, nor more than 1,000. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c.1191, §63.J 

6831.1. Signature verification; random sampling verification procedures. 
(a) Upon receiving the nomination paper if, from the examination of such 

pursuant to Section 6831, more than 500 signatures have been signed on the 
nomination paper petition, the elections official may use a random sampling 
technique for verification of signatures. The random sample of signatures to be 
verified shall be drawn in such a manner that every signature filed with the 
elections official shall be given an equal opportunity to be included in the sample. 
Such a random sampling shall include an examination of at least 500 or 5 percent 
of the signatures, whichever is greater. 

(b) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is within 
90 to 110 percent of the number of signatures of qualified voters needed to declare 
the nomination paper sufficient, the elections official shall examine and verify each 
signature filed. 

(c) In determining from the records of registration, what number of valid 
signatures are signed on the nomination paper, the elections official may use the 
duplicate file of affidavits maintained, or may check the signatures against facsimi
les of voters' signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the 
facsimiles is permitted by law. 

(d) The elections official shall attach to the nomination paper, a certificate 
showing the result of this examination, and shall notify the candidate of either the 
sufficiency of insufficiency of the nomination paper. 

(e) If the nomination paper is found insufficient, no action shall be taken on the 
nomination paper. However, the failure to secure sufficient signatures, shall not 
preclude the submission later of an entirely new nomination paper to the same 
effect. 

<D If the nomination paper is found to be sufficient, the elections official shall 
certify the results of the examination. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 838, §1.J 
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Chapter 6. Independent Nominations 6834.1. 

6832. Sufficient number of signatures. 
When a nomination paper or sections of a nomination paper have been received 

which contain the number of valid signatures required in Section 6831, the officer 
with whom those papers are required to be left shall not accept additional sections 
of the nomination paper for the candidate named in it. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §38J 

6833. Nomination papers; time of filing; time for verification. 
(a) (1) Nomination papers shall be prepared, circulated, signed, and delivered 

to the county elections official for examination no earlier than 148 days before the 
election and no later than 5 p.m. 88 days before the election. 

(2) For offices for which no filing fee is required, nomination papers shall be 
prepared, circulated, signed, and delivered to the county elections offidal for 
examination no earlier than 193 days before the election and no later than 5 p.m. 
88 days before the election. 

(b) All nomination documents which are required to be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State shall, within 24 days after being left with the county elections 
official in compliance with paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (a), be forwarded by 
the county elections official to the Secretary of State, who shall receive and file them. 

(c) If the total number of signatures submitted to a county elections official for 
an office entirely within that county does not equal the number of signatures 
needed to qualify the candidate, the county elections official shall declare the 
petition void and is not required to verify the signatures. If the district falls within 
two or more counties, the county elections official shall within two working days 
report in writing to the Secretary of State the total number of signatures submitted. 

(d) If the Secretary of State finds that the total number of signatures submitted 
in the district or state is less than the minimum number required to qualify the 
candidate he or she shall within one working day notify in writing the counties 
involved that they need not verify the signatures. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 638, §l.) 

6834. Sign only one paper; exceptions. 
Each signer of a nomination paper shall sign but one paper for the same office, 

except that in case two or more persons are to be elected to the same office at the 
same election an elector may sign the nomination papers of as many persons as 
there are persons to be elected to the office, and such act on the part of an elector 
shall not be deemed in conflict with the signer's statement prescribed in this 
chapter. 

The Signer shall state his place of residence, giving his street and number, if any. 
(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 1166, §14J 

6834.1. Independent candidate in-lieu-filing-fee petition. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, if an independent 

candidate submits an in-lieu-filing-fee petition pursuant to Section 6555, the county 
clerk, upon the request of the candidate, shall accept all valid signatures appearing 
on the candidate's in-lieu-filing-fee petition toward the number of signatures 
required to be submitted on an in-lieu-filing-fee petition and on a nomination 
paper. 

If the in-lieu-filing-fee petition does not contain the requisite number of signa
tures required under Section 6831, the candidate shall be entitled to file, within the 
time period allowed for filing nomination papers, a nomination paper in order to 
obtain the requisite number of valid signatures required to be submitted to the 
county clerk pursuant to this chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1980, c. 958, §4.! 
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6835. DIVISION 6. NOMINATIONS 

6835. Presentation in sections. 
Any nomination paper may be presented in sections, but each section shall 

contain the name of the candidate and the name of the office for which he is 
proposed for nomination. Each section shall bear the name of the county in which 
it is circulated. 

(Ameruled by 5tat5.1977, c. 1205, §40.J 

6836. Verification of affidavit. 
The affidavit of any circulator obtaining signatures under this chapter shall be 

verified free of charge by any officer authorized to administer oaths. 
(Added by 5tat5. 1976, c. 1191, §63.J 

6837. Verified nomination paperi evidence that signatures are genuine. 
A verified nomination paper is prima facie evidence that the signatures to it are 

genuine and that the persons signing it are voters unless it is otherwise proven by 
comparison of the signatures with the affidavits of registration in the offIce of the 
county clerk. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 1191, §63.J 

6838. Fonn of nomination paper. 
Each candidate or group of candidates shall submit a nomination paper which 

shall be substantially in the following form: 

County of ____ . Nomination paper of , candidate for the office 
of ___ _ 

State of California } 
Countyof ______ ss. 

SIGNER'S STATEMENT 

I, undersigned, am a voter of the County of . State of California. I 
hereby nominate I who resides at No. Street, 
City of I County of I State of California, as a candidate for 
the office of to be voted for at the election to be held on the ,..--_---,_ 
day of , 19_. I have not signed the nomination paper of any other 
candidate for the same office. 

No. Printed Name Signature Residence 

1 _____ _ 
2 _____ _ 
3 _____ _ 
4 _____ _ 
5 _____ _ 

etc. _______ _ 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been appointed as a 
circulator to secure signatures in the County of to the nomination paper 
of as candidate for the office of ; that the signatures were 
obtained between 19_ and 19~ that I sawall the signa-
tures on this section of the nomination paper being signed and that, to the best of 
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Chapter 6. tndependent Nominations 6863. 

my information and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be. 
My residence address is ______ -;:,,--_;:-_________ _ 

(Signed) _----::-,----,--____ _ 
Circulator 

Su!Jscribed and sworn to before me this ____ day of ____ 19_. 

Notary Public (or other official) 
(SEAL) 
(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 638, §4.! 

Article 3. Circulators 

6860. Appointment of circulators. 
A candidate shall appoint circulators to serve, within the county in which they 

reside, for purposes of securing signatures to his nomination papers. The persons 
appointed pursuant to this section shall be authorized to secure signatures to the 
nomination paper of the candidate in that county. The document in which they are 
appointed shall be filed with the county clerk of the county in which they reside, 
at or before the date the nomination papers of the candidate is left with the county 
clerk for filing or for examination. Additional circulators may be appointed in the 
same manner as the original circulators are appointed. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1191, §63.) 

6861. Circulators shall be voters in district. 
Circulators appointed pursuant to this article shall be voters in the district or 

political subdivision in which the candidate is to be voted on and shall serve only 
in that district or political subdivision. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c.1191, §63.! 

6862. County clerk shall not be circulator; no circulation within 100 feet of 
polling place. 

A county clerk or a deputy county clerk shall not be appointed as circulators, 
and circulators shall not obtain signatures within 100 feet of any election booth or 
polling place. 

(Added by 5Iats.1976, c.1191, §63.! 

6863. Fonn of appoinbnent of circulators. 
Circulators may be appointed by the candidate on a form which shall be 

substantially as follows: 

I, the undersigned, a candidate for the office of , which office is to be 
voted on at the election to be held on day of ___ ~ 
19 ~ do hereby appoint the following voters of the of , as 
circulators to obtain signatures in that to a nomination paper placing 
me in nomination as a candidate for that office. 

CIRCULATORS 

Name Residence 
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(Signature) ___________ _ 

(Residence) ___________ _ 

Filed in the office of the County Clerk of ____ County this ___ _ 
dayof ,19_. 

__ -;;-_____ ~' County Clerk 
By ______ ~, Deputy 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §41.5.J 

6864. When circulators may obtain signatures. 
(a) Circulators appointed to obtain signatures to the nomination paper of any 

candidate may, at any time not more than 148 nOf less than 88 days prior to the 
election, obtain signatures to the nomination paper of the candidate. 

(b) Circulators appointed to obtain signatures to the nomination paper of any 
candidate for presidential elector may, at any time not more than 193 nor less than 
88 days prior to the election, obtain signatures to the nomination paper of the 
candidate. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 970, §15.) 

Article 4. Arrangement and Examination of Nomination Papers 

6890. Collection of nomination papers by candidate. 
Each section of a nomination paper, after being verified, shall be returned by the 

circulator who circulated it to the candidate by whom the circulator was appointed. 
All the sections circulated in any area shall be collected by the candidate and shall 
be arranged for filing and examination. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1191, §63.) 

6891. Sections numbered in order before filing. 
For all nominations of candidates to be voted for in more than one county or 

throughout the state, the nomination papers, properly assembled, may be fastened 
together by counties, but in no case shall nomination papers signed by voters of 
different counties be fastened together. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §63.) 

6892. Delivery of nomination papers for examination. 
Nomination papers shall be left with the county clerk for examination and filed 

by the clerk pursuant to the time limitations set forth in Section 6833. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 144, §4.) 

6893. Examination of nomination papers. 
The county clerk shall examine all nomination papers left with him for filing or 

for examination and shall disregard and mark "not sufficient" any name appearing 
on them which does not appear in the same handwriting on an affidavit of 
registration in his office made on or before the date when the name was signed. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1191, §63.) 

6894. Examination time and certificate of examination. 
Within 24 days after any nomination papers are left for examination, the county 

clerk shall examine them and prepare a certificate reciting that he has examined 
them, and stating the number of names which have not been marked "not suffi-
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Chapter 7. Nomination of Candidates for Legislative 
and Congressional Offices at Special Elections 7201. 

cient." The certificate shall be forwarded immediately to the Secretary of State for 
those offices which are certified by the Secretary of State. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c.l44, §5.J 

Article 5. Affidavit of Candidate 

6920. Candidate to file affidavit; filing time; content. 
Each candidate, at least 88 days prior to the election, shall leave with the officer 

with whom his or her nomination papers are required to be left a declaration of 
candidacy which states all of the following: 

(a) The candidate's residence, with street and number, if any. 
(b) That the candidate is a voter in the precinct in which he or she resides, 
(c) The name of the office for which he or she is a candidate. 
(d) That the candidate will not withdraw as a candidate before the election. 
(e) That, if elected, the candidate will qualify for the office. 
(0 That the candidate is not, and was not at any time during the 13 months 

preceding the general election at which a candida te for the office mentioned in the 
declaration of candidacy shall be elected, registered as affiliated with a political 
party qualified under Section 6430. The statement required by this subdivision shall 
be omitted for a candidate for presidential elector. 

The name of a candidate shall not be placed on the ballot unless the declaration 
of candidacy provided for in this section has been properly filed. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 1018, §2.) 

Chapter 7. Nomination of Candidates for Legislative 
and Congressional Offices at Special Elections 

7200. Scope of chapter. 
Candidates at any special election to fill a vacancy in the office of Representative 

in Congress, State Senator, or Assemblyman shall be nominated as provided in this 
chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1191. §65.) 

7200.5. Special election to fill vacancy; time; consolidation. 
A special election to fill a vacancy in the office of Representative in Congress, 

State Senator, or Member of Assembly shall be conducted on a Tuesday at least 112 
days, but not more than 119 days, following the issuance of an election proclama
tion by the Governor pursuant to Section 1773 of the Government Code, except that 
any such special election may be conducted within 180 days following the procla· 
mation in order that the election or the primary election may be consolidated with 
the next regularly scheduled statewide election or local election occurring wholly 
or partially within the same territory in which such vacancy exists, provided that 
the voters eligible to vote in the local election comprise at least 50 percent of aU the 
voters eligible to vote on the vacancy. 

In no event maya special election or a primary election be conducted on the day 
after a state hOliday. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 942, §2.J 

7201. Special primary election; time; consolidation; nomination papers; 
absentee ballots. 

A special primary election shall be held in the district in which the vacancy 
occurred on the eighth Tuesday or, if the eighth Tuesday is the day of a state 
holiday, the ninth Tuesday preceding the day of the special general election at 
which the vacancy is to be filled. Candidates at the primary election shall be 
nominated in the manner set forth in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6400) of 
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Division 5 of this code, except that nomination papers shall not be circulated more 
than 63 days before the primary election, shall be left with the county clerk for 
examination not less than 43 days before the primary election, and shall be filed 
with the Secretary of State not less than 39 days before the primary election. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1002, applications for absent voter 
ballots may be submitted not more than 25 days before the primary election, except 
that the provisions of Section 1002 shall apply if the spedal election or spedal 
primary election is consolidated with a statewide election. Applications received 
by the clerk prior to the 25th day shall not be returned to the sender, but shall be 
held by the clerk and processed by him following the 25th day prior to the election 
in the same manner as if received at that time. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 942, §3.! 

7202. Candidates listed on one ballot; candidate receives majority; no special 
election. 

<a) All candidates shall be listed on one ballot and, except as provided in 
subdivision (b), if any candidate receives a majority of all votes cast, he shall be 
declared elected, and no spedal general election shall be held. 

(b) If only one candidate qualifies to have his or her name printed on the spedal 
general election ballot, that candidate shall be declared elected, and no special 
general election shall be held, even if that candidate received less than a majority 
of the votes cast. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 586, §1.! 

7203. Special general election; independent candidates. 
(a) If no candidate receives a majority of votes cast, the name of that candidate 

of each qualified political party who receives the most votes cast for all candidates 
of that party shall be placed on the spedal general election ballot as the candidate 
of that party. 

(b) In addition to the candidates referred to in subdivision (a), each candidate 
who has qualified for the ballot by virtue of the independent nomination procedure 
pursuant to Chapter 6 <commencing with Section 6800) shall be placed on the 
special general election ballot as an independent candidate, provided, however, if 
two or more such candidates are recorded on their affidavits of registration as being 
affiliated with the same political body, only the candidate with the greatest number 
of votes shall be placed on the special general election ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 586, §2.J 

7204. When consolidated with statewide election. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, whenever a special general 

election, or a special primary election, to fill a vacancy in Congress or the State 
Legislature is consolidated with a statewide election, the candidates to fill the 
vacancy shall appear on the consolidated ballot immediately preceding the candi
dates for that same seat in Congress or the seat in the Legislature that most nearly 
encompasses the same geographical area at the statewide election, or the clerk at 
his option may print a separate and distinct ballot. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1191, §65.! 

Chapter 8. Write-in Candidates 

Article 1. General 

7300. Filing requirements; statement and nomination papers. 
Every person who desires to be a write-in candidate and have his or her name 

as written on the ballot of an election counted for a particular office shall file: 
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Chapter 8. Write-in Candidates 7311. 

(a) A statement of write-in candidacy which shall contain the following infor-
mation: 

(1) Candidate's name. 
(2) Residence address . 
(3) A deciaration stating that he or she is a write-in candidate. 
(4) The title of the office for which he or she is running. 
(5) The party nomination which he or she seeks, if running in a primary 

election. 
(6) The date of the election. 

(b) The requisite number of signatures on the nomination papers, if any, re
quired pursuant to Sections 6495, 22836, 23512, or in the case of a special district 
not subject to the Uniform District Election Law, the number of signatures required 
by the principal act of the district. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 667, §18.! 

7301. Filing time. 
The statement and nomination papers shall be available on the 57th day prior 

to the election for which the candidate is filing as a write-in candidate and shall be 
delivered to the election official responsible for the conduct of the election, no later 
than the 14th day prior to the election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 993, §1O.! 

7302. Fonn of nomination papers. 
The nomination papers for a write-in candidate shall be substantially in the same 

form as set forth in Section 6494. 
The document in which circulators are appointed by the write-in candidate shall 

be designated as set forth in Section 6498. 
(Added by 5lals. 1979, c. 667, §18.! 

7303. Signers of nomination papers. 
Signers of nomination papers for write-in candidates shall be voters in the 

district or political subdivisions in which the candidate is to be voted on. In 
addition, if the candidate is seeking a party nomination for an office, the signers 
shall also be affiliated with the party whose nomination is sought. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 667, §18.! 

7304. Filing fees. 
No fee or charge shall be required of a write-in candidate except, in the case of 

a candidate for city office, as provided in Section 22843. 
(Added by 5lals. 1979, c. 667, §18.! 

Article 2. Presidential Electors 

7310. Declaration of write-in candidacy. 
Any group of individuals, equal in number to the number of presidential 

electors to which this state is entitled, who desire to be write-in candidates for 
presidential electors pledged to a particular candidate for President and Vice 
President of the United States shall file a declaration of write-in candidacy. 

(Added by 5Ials.1982, c. 143, §4.! 

7311. Content of declaration of write-in candidacy 
The declaration of write-in candidacy for presidential elector shall contain the 

following information: 
(a) Candidate's name. 
(b) Residence address. 
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(cJ A declaration stating that he or she is a write-in candidate for the office of 
presidential elector. 

(dJ Oath or affirmation as set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution. 
(eJ The date of the general election. 
(0 The names of the candidates for President and Vice President of the United 

States for which the group of presidential electors are pledged. 
(Added by Slllls. 1982, c. 143, §4.J 

7312. Filing time. 
The declaration of write-in candidacy shall be filed with the Secretary of State 

no later than the 14th day prior to the general election. 
(Added by Siais. 1982, c. 143, §4.J 

7313. Tally of eligible write-in votes 
Only those names written on the ballot at the general election for the office of 

President and Vice President of the United States for which a group of presidential 
electors are pledged on the declaration of write-in candidacy filed pursuant to 
Section 7310 shall be counted as votes. 

(Added by Stals. 1982, c. 143, §4.J 
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PART 1. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 8510. 

DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 
PART 1. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Chapter 1. Maintenance of Records of Membership of State and County 
Central Committees 

8000. State and county central committee appointments. 

The Secretary of State shall file and keep lists of members of state and county 
central committees. A copy of each list shall be made available for public inspection. 

The state chairperson of each qualified political party shall send to the Secretary 
of State a list of its party's officers and the address and phone number of its party 
headquarters. 

The state chairpersons of the Democratic and Republican state central commit~ 
tees shall send to the Secretary of State, within thirty days of their organizational 
meetings, lists of members in two sequences. The first list shall be alphabetical by 
member's last name. The second list shall be alphabetical by appointor and shall 
set forth each appointor's appointments immediately following the appointor's 
name. Each list shall show the member's name and address including mail, city 
and zip rode, telephone number if given, and the district numbers of the congres
sional, senatorial, and assembly districts in which the member resides. Within 
seven days of any change to the membership list, the state chairperson shall send 
the Secretary of State notice of the change in the same format as the original 
membership list. 

Within thirty days of the election or appointment of any member of a county 
central committee of a qualified political party, the county elections official shall 
send the Secretary of State a list of the members of the county central committee. 

(Added by Slals.1986, c. 1208, §2.J 

PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

8500. Applicability of part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to the organization, operation, and 

functions of that political party known as the Democratic Party of California. 
(Added by Siais. 1967, c.1651, §10.) 

Chapter 2. Presidential Electors 

8510. Designation of presidential electors. 
In each year of the general election at which electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States are to be chosen, each congressional nominee shall 
designate one presidential elector and shall file his or her name, residence and 
business address with the Secretary of State by October 1st of the presidential 
election year. Each United States senatorial nominee, determined by the last two 
United States senatorial elections, shall designate one presidential elector and shall 
file his or her name, residence and business address with the Secretary of State by 
October 1st of the presidential election year. In the event there is no United States 
senatorial nominee or no congressional nominee in any particular district, the state 
chairman shall designate one presidential elector for each vacancy and shall file his 
or her name, residence and business address with the Secretary of State by October 
1st of the presidential election year. 

(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 1430, §2.) 
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Chapter 3. State Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

8660. Membership of state central committee. 
The state central committee shall consist of: 
(a) One member for each of the following elective officials: 

(1) Governor. 
(2) lieutenant Governor. 
(3) Treasurer. 
(4) Controller. 
(5) Attorney General. 
(6) Secretary of State. 
(7) All members of the State Board of Equalization. 
(8) All Senators and Representatives of Congress from California. 
(9) All members of the State Legislature. 

(b) Members elected by county central committees pursuant to this part. 
(c) Members appointed pursuant to this part. 
(d) The national committeemen and national committeewomen of the party. 
(e) Any person elected to fill a vacancy in the State Legislature in a special 

election. 
(0 Such immediate past party officers as may be provided by party bylaws. 
(g) Members elected by Assembly district caucuses pursuant to this part. 
(h) The President of the California Democratic Council. 
(i) The president, vice president, northern section president, and the southern 

section president of the Federation of Young Democrats, and any officer of the 
National Young Democrats who resides in California. 

(j) Former elected, nonjudicial statewide officeholders as described in Section 
8660.3. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 61, §1.) 

8660.1. Notice of appointment of membership. 
Within 30 days after the direct primary election, the state central committee shall 

send a notice by mail to each person who, as of the following year, will be a member 
of the state central committee according to subdivision (a) of Section 8660. The 
notice shall inform each such person that: 

(a) The person shall appoint members of the state central committee and the 
number of appointments to which heor she is entitled or will beentitied, depending 
on the outcome of the general election. 

(b) The appointment of members of the state central committee shall be made 
in writing in the form prescribed in Section 8660.2 signed by the person and med 
in accordance with Section 8666. 

(c) A form of proxy is enclosed which the person may use. 
(Amended by Stats. 1986, c, 1208, §3.! 

8660.2 Statement for appointment of members. 
The state central committee shall enclose with the notice required by Section 

8660.1 one copy of the following statement for appointment of members of the state 
central committee, which shall be in substantially the following form: 

1993 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MEETING AT 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARlY 8661. 

___ ~, IN THE YEAR 19_ 

I, , duly qualified as a member of the state central committee of the 
Democratic Party at in the year 19_ by virtue of my (appointment by 
the central committee) (nomination) (election to the office of 
=_----:-,-:-;) (strike out paris inapplicable) on the day of.-:-:=:-:;:-:7, 
19_ upon the Democratic ticket, do hereby appointthe following voters, who shall 
be members of the state central committee: 

Name 

Name 

Senatorial, 
Congressional, 

Assembly district 

Senatorial, 
Congressional, 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, 
Congressional, 

Assembly district 
(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 1208, §4.J 

Post office 
address 

Post office 
address 

Post office 
address 

8660.3. Former office holders entitled to committee membership. 
Any person who held any of the offices described in paragraphs (J) to (6), 

inclusive, of subdivision (a) of Section 8660 or held the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and who at the time of filing his or her nomination documents 
for the particular statewide office was, as indicated by the person's affidavit of 
registration, affiliated with the Democratic Party shall be a member of the state 
central committee. 

Former officeholders entitled to committee membership under this section shall 
serve on the committee for that length of time equal to the time in which the 
officeholders served in the particular statewide office. 

(Added by 5Ials.1983, c.1166, §38.! 

8661. "Holdover member" defined; IInominee member" defined. 
(a) Each officer named in subdivision (a) of Section 8660 who was nominated 

and elected as a candidate of the party and whose term of office extends beyond 
the first Monday in December in the case of legislators and the Monday after 
January 1 in the case of other officers next following the direct primary election, or 
the appointee or successor appointed, elected, or otherwise designated by law to 
fill a vacancy in the office of any such officer, shall be known as a "holdover 
member." 

(b) Each candidate of the party in whose behalf nomination papers were filed 
and who was nominated at the direct primary election by that party shall be known 
as a "nominee member." Nomin~ for an office, the term of which extends beyond 
two years, are members of each succeeding state central committee until that 
following the direct primary election at which nominations for the office are again 
to be made. If a candidate is a "nominee member" in the year in which he or she is 
nominated, and is elected to the office at the succeeding general election, the 
candidate shall be considered a ''holdover member" in the next odd-numbered 
year. 
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(c) One member shall be appointed pursuant to Section 8675 for each of the 
officers named in subdivision (a) of Section 8660 not represented by a "holdover 
member" nor by a "nominee member" of the party. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §6.) 

8662. Member by virtue of membership last acquired. 
A person othenvise qualifying for more than one membership listed in subdi

vision (a) of Section 8660 shall be a member solely by virtue of that membership 
last acquired. 

(Added by Stats.1977, c. 1205, §44.J 

8663. Appointment to membership. 
Each nominee member listed in subdivision (a) of Section 8660 shall appoint to 

membership on this committee voters as follows: 
(a) Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Controller, Attorney General, 

Secretary of State, United States Senators from California, members of the State 
Board of Equalization, and State Senators shall each appoint three voters, at least 
two of whom shall be of the opposite sex; and 

(b) Representatives of Congress from California and Members of the State 
Assembly shall each appoint two voters, at least one of whom shall be of the 
opposite sex. 

All appointments made pursuant to this section shall be absolute. 
(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §7.) 

8664. Appointment of additional members. 
A "holdover member" or a "nominee member" who has been elected to an office 

under subdivision (a) of Section 8660 at the general election, or following any 
special election, shall appoint additional voters to membership on this committee, 
as follows: 

(a) Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Controller, Attorney General, 
Secretary of State, United States Senators from California, members of the Board of 
Equalization, and State Senators, three additional voters, at least one of whom shall 
be of the opposite sex; and 

(b) Representatives of Congress from California and Members of the State 
Assembly. three additional voters, at least two of whom shall be of the opposite 
sex. 

All appointments made pursuant to this section shall be absolute. 
(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §8.J 

8665. Appointment of members by special election candidates. 
Any person who is a member of this committee by virtue of having been elected 

to fill a vacancy in the State Legislature in a special election. shall within 60 days of 
the special election, appoint additional members to this committee in the same 
manner as holdover members and nominee members make such appointments. 
state convention make such appointments. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §44.) 

8666. Delivery of notice of appointed membersi time. 
Appointments of members of this committee shall be made in writing signed by 

the member and delivered to the chair of this committee. The deliveries shall be 
made not later than 5 o'clock p.m. of the first Monday following the regular 
statewide general election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §5.) 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 8669. 

8667. Time to elect state central committee; number of members. 
Within 35 days following the regular statewide general election, each county 

central committee shall elect members to the state central committee as follows: 
two members for the first 5,000 registered Democrats, and one member for each 
25,000 registered Democrats or portion thereof, over 5,000. The number of regis
tered Democrats shall be as of the most recent report of registration to the Secretary 
of State. 

The members elected pursuant to this section shall be divided as equally as 
possible between men and women who are members of the county central com
mi ttee and were elected at the preceding direct primary or who were appointed 
pursuant to Section 8873. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c.14, §11.) 

8668. Notice of elected members; time. 
By no later than January 1 of an odd-numbered year, the county chair shall notify 

the chair of the state central committee in writing signed by him or her of the names 
and addresses of those persons elected pursuant to Section 8667. 

(Amended by Siais. 1986, c. 1208, §6.! 

8669. Caucus convened in each Assembly district. 
Within 35 days following the regular statewide general election, a caucus as 

provided in this section shall be convened in each Assembly district in the state by 
the Democratic nominee for the Assembly at the general election or by the nomi
nee's designee. However, if the Assembl y district is the residence of the Democratic 
State Senate nominee, or if none, of the holdover Democratic Senate nominee, the 
caucus shall be called by that person or his or her designee. If the Assembly district 
is the residence of more than one such person, in addition to the Assembly nominee, 
the caucus shall be called by the person whose senatorial district includes the 
greatest proportion of the registered voters of the Assembly district, or that person's 
designee. In the event of the failure of the appropriate person to call the caucus, the 
chair of the state central committee shall call the caucus. 

The person calling the caucus shall be assisted by an Assembly district executive 
committee in setting the time and place of the caucus and the procedure to be 
followed at the caucus. The executive committee shall consist of all members of the 
state central committee who attained such membership by operation of law or by 
appointment after the preceding direct primary election and county central com
mittee members elected in the preceding direct primary election residing in the 
district. 

The person calling the caucus or the person's designee shall preside over the 
caucus as temporary chair until such time as a permanent chair is elected by the 
caucus. 

Every registered Democrat as of the close of registration and residing in the 
district shall be entitled to attend and vote at the caucus. The executive committee 
and the person calling the caucus shall make every reasonable effort to make known 
to all registered Democrats in the district the time, place, and purpose of the caucus 
and their right to participate. 

Each caucus shall elect five members to the state central committee. In addition, 
each caucus shall elect five alternates who shall serve as members in the event of 
vacancies. Alternates shall fill vacancies in the order based upon the number of 
votes received in the caucus. To the extent possible, persons elected shall be equally 
divided between men and women. 

Any person seeking election to the state central committee shall, at least five 
days prior to r!he Assembly district caucus, deliver to the temporary chair a 
nomination paper subscribed to by the number of signers set forth in subdivision 
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(c) of Section 6495. The nomination paper shall be in a form substantially similar to 
that which is set forth in Section 6494, except that the paper shall not be examined 
and certified by the county clerk. The county clerk shall not be required to prepare 
or distribute nomination papers to persons seeking election pursuant to this section. 

The number of nomination papers which a person may sign shall not exceed the 
number of members that the caucus is entitled to elect to the state central committee. 

The temporary chair or his or her designee shall be responsible for the exami
nation and verification of all nomination papers. 

Within five days following the Assembly district caucus, the person calling the 
caucus shall notify the chair of the state central committee in writing signed by him 
or her of the names and addresses of the persons elected to membership on the state 
central committee and their alternates pursuant to this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §7.! 

8670. Notice to appointed members; proxy. 
The chair of this committee shall notify each person appointed or elected as a 

member of this committee: 
(a) That he or she is a member of the committee. 
(b) Of the date, time, and place of the meeting of the committee. 
(c) That the meeting may be attended either in person or by proxy. 
(d) That every proxy shall be filed in the office of the state central committee not 

later than 5 o'clock of the afternoon of the day preceding the meeting of the 
committee. 

(e) That the proxy shall be in writing signed by the member under penalty of 
perjury. 

The chair shall enclose with each notice one copy of the form of proxy. 
(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §8.J 

8671. Eligibility for appointment. 
A person is not eligible for appointment or election to this committee if he or 

she is not registered as affiliated with this party at the time of his or her appointment 
or election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §12.J 

8672. Removal of appointed member. 
This committee may remove any member, appointed or elected to this commit

tee, who during his or her tenn of membership affiliates with or registers as a 
member of another party, publicly advocates that the voters should not vote for the 
nominee of the party for any office, or who publicly gives support to or avows a 
preference for a candidate of another party or candidate who is opposed to a 
candidate nominated by this party. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §14.) 

8673. Conditions for vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment or election of an ineligible person, or whenever 

any member of this committee dies, resigns, or becomes incapacitated to act, or 
removes from the jurisdiction of the committee or ceases to be a member of the 
committee's party, a vacancy exists which shall be filled in the manner prescribed 
in Section 8674. A vacancy shall also exist on this committee when a member is 
removed from the committee pursuant to Section 8775 or Section 8672 and such 
vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed in Section 8674. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §16.) 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 8675. 

8674. Method for filling vacancies. 
Vacancies shall be filled as follows: 
(a) Members appointed pursuant to Section 8663 or 8664. Should a member 

appointed to membership pursuant to Section 8663 or 8664 cease to be a member 
for any of the reasons specified in Section 8673, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
person who made the appointment, unless that person is himself or herself no 
longer a member of this committee or indicates that he or she does not wish to fill 
the vacancy, in which instances the committee shall do so. 

Notice shall be given by the committee to a person entitled to fill a vacancy under 
this section as soon as possible after the occurrence of the vacancy and vacancies 
shall be filled not less than three days preceding the first meeting of the committee. 
The committee shall notify in writing the state chair of all appointments made 
pursuant to this subdivision. 

(b) Members elected by county central committees. 
Should a member elected to membership by a county central committee pursu

ant to Section 8667 cease to be a member for any of the reasons specified in Section 
8673, notice shall be given to the county central committee by the state central 
committee as soon as possible after the occurrence of the vacancy, and the county 
central committee shall fill the vacancy at its next meeting following the notification 
and notify in writing the state chair of the election held pursuant to this subdivision. 

(c) Members elected by Assembly district caucuses. 
Should a member elected to membership by an Assembly district caucus pur

suant to Section 8669 cease to bea member for any of the reasons specified in Section 
8673, the resulting vacancy shall be filled by the aiternate who was elected for that 
purpose pursuant to Section 8669. 

In the event a vacancy develops for which there is no alternate, either because 
insufficient alternates were elected or because a vacancy or vacancies have devel
oped among the alternates, at the earliest opportunity the Assembly nominee, the 
Senate nominee, or the holdover Senate nominee or the appropriate nominee's 
designee shall call a meeting of the Assembly district executive committee which 
shall fill the vacancy. Such person shall notify in writing the state chair of the 
selection made pursuant to this subdivision. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §9.) 

8675. Method for filling vacancies. 
Members shall be appointed to fill vacancies occurring pursuant to subdivision 

(c) of Section 8661 as follows: 
(a) IT the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district situated wholly 

within the limits of a single county, by appointment by the county central commit
tee of the party in the county of a person who resides in the senatorial or Assembly 
district involved. 

(b) U the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district comprising two or 
more counties, by appointment by the county central committee of the party in the 
county in which the disqualified or deceased member resided, if the vacancy is 
caused by disqualification or death, or in which the ''holdover member" or "nomi
nee member" of the Republican party resides, if the vacancy is due to any other 
cause. 

(c) If the vacancy occurs as to a United States Senator from California or as to 
any of the state officers named in subdivision (a) of Section 8660, by appointment 
by the state central committee. 

(d) If the vacancy occurs as to any Representative in Congress from California, 
by appointment by the state central committee of a voter who resides within the 
congressional district to be represented. 
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(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §18J 

8676. Fonn of appointment of alternate or associate member. 
In the event the appointment of alternate or associate members is authorized by 

statute or the bylaws of the committee, this committee shall supply forms to the 
members for the appointment of such members. The forms shall be in substantially 
the same language as set forth in Section 8660.2, and shall contain suitable spaces 
wherein there can be listed their names, addresses, and the numbers of the congres
sionat Assembly, and senatorial districts in which the appointees reside. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §19J 

8677. Appointment of associate members. 
Each member listed in subdivision (a) of Section 8660 may appoint three voters 

as associate members of this committee. An associate member shall have such 
privileges and obligations as are given to him or her by the rules of the committee 
but shall not be eligible to vote. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §20J 

8678. Qualification for appointment as member. 
A person who is registered to vote is qualified for appointment to the committee 

if otherwise eligible. 
(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §2J.) 

Article 3. Meetings 

8711. CommiHee meeting; location designation. 
The committee shall meet at a suitable location which shall be designated by the 

executive committee of the state central committee, or, if the executive committee 
does not meet, by the chairperson of the committee. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §JOJ 

Article 4. Proxies 

8740. Proxy form. 
The state central committee shall enclose with the notice required by Section 

8660.1 copies of the following form of proxy for attendance at the meeting of the 
state central committee: 

PROXY FOR AlTENDANCE AT THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMIlTEE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MEETING AT 

___ ~, IN THE YEAR 19_ 

t . duly qualified to sit as a member of the state central committee of 
the Democratic Party meeting at in the year 19_ do hereby designate 
:----:--;-_ (name); (post office address); as my proxy with full power 
to act for me in every respect as a duly qualified member of the state central 
committee meeting at on the day of ,19_ . 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 

Date _---,.,--_ 
Place of execution ___________________ --;:-;---;-_ 

_______ ~, Member 
(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §12.) 

8740.5. Attendance by proxy. 
Any member may attend a meeting of the committee by a proxy which meets 

the requirements of this article. 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §26.) 

8741. Recognition of proxy; form. 

8774. 

Proxies to be recognized by the committee on proxies and credentials shall be 
signed by the member under penalty of perjury and shall be in the form prescribed 
in Section 8740. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §13.) 

8744. Revocation or change of proxy. 
Revocation or change of proxies shall be recognized by the committee only upon 

a personal request made by the member before the committee on proxies and 
credentials. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §30.) 

Article 5. General Business 

8770. Duties of chairman; first meeting. 
The chair of this committee shall call the committee to order no later than 10 a.m. 

of the morning of the first day of the meeting and as soon as practicable thereafter 
shall cause the roll to be called from the list of members and proxies. The next 
business in order shall be the election of a temporary chair, which may be by 
acclamation, unless there is a contest, in which event the roll shall be called. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §15.) 

8771. Duties of temporary chainnan; first meeting. 
The temporary chair, upon election, shall appoint at once a committee on proxies 

and credentials in accordance with party bylaws from among the members of the 
state central committee. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §16.) 

8772. Selection of officers. 
This committee shall choose its officers in accordance with party bylaws, except 

as provided in Section 8774. Its officers shall have the power usually exercised by 
the officers of such committees insofar as may be consistent with this chapter. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §33.) 

8773. Selection of executive committee. 
This committee, in accordance with party bylaws, may select from its member

ship an executive committee to which it may grant all or any portion of its powers 
and duties. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c.14, §34.) 

8774. State chair and vice chair elected alternately from northern and 
southern sections. 

Except as herein provided, the elective officers of this committee and their terms 
shall be provided for in the party bylaws . 

The elective officers of this committee shall include a state chair and a state vice 
chair. The state chair and the state vice chair shall be persons from the same section, 
either the northern or the southern section. The positions of the state chair and the 
vice chair shall be filled by persons elected alternately from the northern and 
southern sections of the state, these sections to be defined in the party byla",-,:s. For 
the purposes of this section, the southern section shall be comprised of the Counties 
of Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, 
Santa Barbara, and Ventura. The northern section shall be comprised of the remain
ing counties in the state. 

(Added by Stats.1979, c. 14, §36') 
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8775. Dues; removal for failure to pay dues. 
This committee may prescribe dues to be paid by its members in the manner 

and by the time prescribed by vote of the majority of the members of the committee. 
Any member of this committee who fails to pay the dues prescribed by the 

committee may, upon first notifying the nominee member or holdover member 
who appointed such member, be removed from the committee in the manner 
provided by the committee. 

(Amended by 5tats.1979, c. 14, §38.! 

8776. Party campaigns. 
This committee shall conduct party campaigns for this party and in behalf of the 

candidates of this party. It shall appoint committees and appoint and employ 
campaign directors and perfect whatever campaign organizations it deems suitable 
or desirable and for the best interest of the party. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 14, §39.! 

8777. Quorum. 
A quorum of this committee is a majority of the entire membership, represented 

either in person or by proxy. 
(Amended by 5tats.1979, c. 14, §40') 

8778. Conduct of committee proceedings. 
The proceedings at all meetings of this committee shall be governed by any 

manual of parliamentary procedure designated by the committee. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 14, §41.) 

Chapter 4. County Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

8820. Election of county committee members; counties with less than five 
assembly districts; counties of 8th class. 

In each county containing less than five Assembly districts, a county committee 
shall be elected by supervisor districts, and the number to be elected from any 
supervisor district shall be determined as follows: There shall be taken the number 
of votes cast in the supervisor district at the last gubernatorial election for that 
party's candidate for Governor, or, if the party had no candidate for Governor, for 
the candidate of the party voted on throughout the state who received the greatest 
number of votes and who was the candidate of that party alone. This number shall 
be divided by one-twentieth of the number of votes cast in that county for Governor 
or, where the party had no candidate for Governor, for the candidate mentioned 
above. The integer next larger than the quotient obtained by such division shall 
constitute the number of members of the committee to be elected by that party in 
that supervisor district. 

The committees in counties containing less than five Assembly districts shall be 
composed of not less than 21 members. If the procedure outlined above would 
result in less than 21 members being elected for any committee, the number of votes 
cast for this party's candidate in each supervisor district shall be divided by an 
amount sufficiently smaller than one-twentieth of the votes cast for Governor in 
that county as to give a membership in the comrnittee equal to or the nearest amount 
which is greater than 21 members. 

In a county of the eighth class as defined in Section 28029 of the Government 
Code, the county central committee by resolution may provide for the election of 
twenty-five (25) central committee members to represent twenty-five (25) individ
ual central committee districts. Each member shall reside in the district he repre-
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 8823.5. 

sents, but shall be elected at large within the Assembly district in which the county 
central committee district he represents is located. 

The county central committee shall reapportion itself at least every 10 years, 
prior to the June primary election of that year. Each district shall be apportioned 
on the basis of the number of registered Democrats for the June primary in each 
even-numbered year, with no more than a 10-percent deviation from the average. 
Each district shall be compact, contiguous, and utilize any natural and neighbor
hood boundaries. The district boundaries shall not cut across any precinct district's 
lines as drawn by the county clerk for the last general or consolidated election. 

(Amended by Siais. 1969, c. 1317, §1.J 

8820.5. Election of county committee members; counties of 5th class. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in a county of the fifth class as 

defined in Section 28026 of the Government Code, the elected members of the 
county central committee shall be elected by Assembly districts and shall consist 
of six members elected from each Assembly district, whether wholly or partly 
within the county, provided each such member is a resident of the county and of 
the Assembly district which the member represents. Only a person who is a resident 
of the county may vote for a candidate for membership to the county central 
committee and may vote only for candidates seeking to represent the Assembly 
district in which the voter resides. 

(Added by Siais. 1987, c. 568, §2.! 

8821. Election of county committee members; counties with 5 to 19 assembly 
districts. 

In each county containing more than four and less than 20 Assembly districts, 
a county central committee shall be elected from Assembly districts and shall 
consist of six members elected from each Assembly district. 

(Added by Slals.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

8822. Election of county committee members; counties with 20 or more 
assembly districts. 

In each county containing 20 or more Assembly districts a county central 
committee shall consist of seven members elected from each Assembly district 
contained either wholly or partially within the county. In an Assembly district that 
lies only partially within a county containing 20 or more Assembly districts, the 
seven members shall be elected from that portion of the Assembly district contained 
within the county. 

(Amended by Siais. 1974, c. 57, §l.J 

8823. County committee members; number to be elected. 
In each city and county a county central committee shall be elected by Assembly 

districts and shall consist of 12 members elected from Assembly District 12, and 12 
members elected from Assembly District 13. 

(Amended by Siais. 1992, c. 11, §1 u.J 

8823.5. Election of members for central committee districts. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, each county central committee 

by resolution may provide for the election of all or a portion of central committee 
members to represent individual central committee districts. The member shall 
reside in the district he represents but shall be elected at large within the Assembly 
district in which the county central committee district he represents is located. 

The county central committee shall reapportion itself at least every 10 years, 
prior to the June primary election of that year. Each district shall be apportioned 
on the basis of the number of registered Democrats for the June primary in each 
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even-numbered year, with no more than a IO-percent deviation from the average. 
Each district shall be compact, contiguous, and utilize any natural and neighbor
hood boundaries. The district boundaries shall not cut across any precinct district's 
lines as drawn by the county clerk for the last general or consolidated election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1974, c.1189, §1.J 

8824. Ex officio members of committee. 
In each county the nominee of this party for State Senator or the incumbent State 

Senator, the nominees of this party for the Assembly, and any person elected to 
either the Senate or Assembly at a special election to fill a vacancy in that house, 
and the nominee of this party for Representative in Congress, and any person 
elected at a special election to fill a vacancy in the House of Representatives, shall 
be ex officio members of this committee. If the person elected from one party at the 
special election for an Assembly or Senate seat, or for the House of Representatives, 
shall be other than the nominee of that party for the same office at the prior election, 
the ex officio membership of the nominee shall expire immediately upon certifica
tion by the Secretary of State of the election. Ex officio members shall be entitled to 
all the rights and privileges, including the right to vote, and shall have the same 
standing in every way as other members of this committee, except they shall not 
be entitled to a ballot designation of incumbent upon seeking election to this 
committee in the next direct primary. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1975, c. 250, §1.) 

8825. Other ex officio mem bers of committee. 

The incumbent or nominee of each of the following offices shall be an ex officio 
member of the committee in the county in which he resides: 

(a) Governor 
(b) Lieutenant Governor 
(e) Secretary of State 
(d) Controller 
(e) Treasurer 

(0 Attorney General 
(g) Member of the State Board of Equalization 
(h) United States Senator from California 
His rights and privileges shall be the same as those prescribed for other ex officio 

members in Section 8824. 

(Amended by 5tals. 1975, c. 250, §2.! 

8826_ Appointment of alternate members_ 
A committee may authorize any member of that committee, whether elected or 

ex officio, to appoint an alternate if a member desires to appoint an alternate. An 
incumbent Member of the Senate or Assembly at the time of the meeting of the 
committee may appoint an alternate member without authorization from that 
committee, if the member desires to appoint an alternate. 

Such alternate member shall have the right to vote only with the written 
authorization of the member who appointed him. An alternate member of a county 
central committee shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the committee. 

An alternate member must meet the same qualifications as the regular member 
and may vote only in the absence of the member who appointed him. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 8833. 

8827. Eligibility. 
A person shall not be eligible for appointment or election to a committee who 

is not registered as affiliated with this party at the time of his appointment or 
election. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §JOJ 

8828. Oath. 
Each member of a committee, whether elected to the committee or appointed to 

fill a vacancy, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe 
the oath or affirmation set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution. 

The oath or affirmation required by this section may be taken before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths and no fee shall be charged by any person before 
whom the oath is taken or subscribed.. 

(Added by 5tats. 1967, c. 1651, §JO.! 

8829. Candidates not equal to number entitled. 
In the event that the candidates elected to a committee from a district do not 

equal the number of party committeemen to which such district is entitled to be 
represented under provisions of this code, a vacancy or vacancies exist to the extent 
of the difference between the number of elected committeemen and the number of 
committeemen by which the district is entitled to be represented. When such 
vacancy or vacancies exist they shall be filled by the committee to which insufficient 
members were elected, in the manner provided for in Section 8830 of this code. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §JO.! 

8830. Conditions for vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment or election to a commi ttee of an ineligible person, 

or whenever any member of the committee dies, resigns or becomes incapacitated 
to act, or removes from the jurisdiction of the committee, or ceases to be a member 
of this party, a vacancy exists which shall be filled by appointment by the committee 
in which the ineligibility or vacancy occurs. A vacancy shall also exist on a 
committee when a member is removed from the committee pursuant to Section 
8831 or Section 8833. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §10J 

8831. Removal for absence. 
Any member, other than an ex officio member, of a committee who misses more 

than three consecutive regularly called meetings may be removed by a vote of the 
committee concerned, unless his absence is caused by illness or temporary absence 
from the county on the date of the meeting. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.! 

8832. Automatic resignation. 
The removal of residence by an elected or appointed member of a committee 

from the Assembly district or supervisor district from which he ha's been elected 
or appointed a member of that committee shall constitute his automatic resignation 
from the commi ttee. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §JO.! 

8833. Removal for party affiliation. 
A committee may remove any member, other than an ex officio member, who 

during his term of membership affiliates with, or registers as a member of another 
party, who publicly advocates that the voters should not vote for the nominee of 
this party for any office, or who gives support or shows a preference for a candidate 
of another party or candidate who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this 
party. 
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(Added by 5Ials.1967, c. 1651, §lOJ 

8834. Notice of appointment to fill vacancy. 
Whenever any person is appointed to fill a vacancy on a committee, the chair

man of the committee shall file notices of the appointment with the county clerk 
and the chairman of the state central committee within 30 days after it is made. The 
notices shall contain the name and address of the person appointed and the name 
of the person replaced, and shall indicate the date of the appointment. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1969, c. 467, §1.) 

Article 2. Election 

8870. When county central committee elected. 
At every direct primary election a county central committee shall be elected in 

each county. 
(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §10J 

8871. Computation of members a!lotted. 
The county clerk, no later than January 31 preceding the direct primary, shall 

compute the number of members of the committee allotted to each Assembly 
district or supervisor district, as the case may be, pursuant to this article. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1987, c. 993, §1l.) 

8872. Conditions for candidate name to appear on ballot. 
In each county the name of each candidate for member of a committee shall 

appear upon the ballot only upon the filing of a nomination paper pursuant to 
Article 4 (commencing with Section 6490) and 5 (commencing with Section 6550) 
of Chapter 2 of Division 6 of this code, signed in his behalf by the voters of the 
Assembly or supervisorial district in which he is a candidate. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1976, c. 1438, §9.6.) 

8873. Conditions for printing names on ballot. 
If the county clerk, on the 73rd day prior to the direct primary election, finds 

that the number of candidates nominated for election to a committee from an 
Assembly or supervisorial district does not exceed the number of candidates to be 
elected from that Assembly or supervisorial district, the designation of the office 
and the names of the candidates shall not be printed on this party's ballot in the 
Assembly or supervisorial district, unless there is filed with the county clerk, not 
later than 20 days after the final date for filing nomination papers for the positions, 
a petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office and 
signed by 25 registered voters affiliated with the political party involved. In lieu 
thereof, the board of supervisors shall declare elected the candidates who have been 
nominated, and those candidates shall be entitled to receive certificates of election 
in the same manner as other candida tes elected to a commi ttee. 

(Amended by Slals. 1970, c. 615, §21.1.) 

8874. Conditions for election of candidate. 
In each county the number of candidates for membership in a county central 

committee in each Assembly or supervisorial district who receive the highest 
number of votes shall be declared elected. However ,a candidate for committeeman 
shall not be declared elected unless he has received votes equal in number to the 
minimum number of signatures to the nomination paper which would have been 
required to place his name on the direct primary ballot as a candidate for member 
of a committee. 

(Added by Slals. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 
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PART 2. DEMOCRATIC PARTY 8944. 

8875. Vacancy because of death of candidate. 
Whenever a candidate for election to a committee dies on or before the day of 

election, and a sufficient number of ballots are marked as being voted for him to 
entitle him to election if he had lived until after the election, a vacancy exists on the 
county central committee, which shall be filled by the committee in the same 
manner as other vacancies are filled. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

Article 3. Meetings 

8923. Meetings accessible to physically handicapped. 
All meetings of the committee shall be held in quarters which shall be accessible 

to the physically handicapped. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1978, c. 533, §J.) 

Article 4. General Business 

8940. Party campaign. 
A committee shall have charge of the party campaign under general direction 

of the state central committee or of the executive committee selected by the state 
central committee. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

8941. Rules and regulations. 
A committee may make rules and regulations providing: 
(a) How officers of the committee may be removed. 
(b) How meetings may be called, and any provisions so made shall supersede 

anything in this chapter to the contrary. 

(c) Whether or not proxies may be used and the conditions under which they 
may be used. 

Any such rule adopted prior to statutory authorization by any committee by 
majority vote of the members elected to the committee is hereby validated and 
made of the same effect as if subsequently adopted. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §10.! 

8942. Committee duties. 
The committees shall perform such other duties and services for this political 

party as seem to be for the benefit of the party. They shall continue to function and 
exist until the election at the succeeding direct primary and qualification of the 
members of the new committees. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.! 

8943. Members may call meeting . 
If the chairman of a committee refuses to call a meeting, a meeting may be called 

upon five days' notice by a majority of the members of the committee. 
(Added by 5lals. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

8944. Notice of newly elected chainnan. 

Within five days after a committee meets for its organizational meeting, the 
newly elected chairperson of the committee shall notify the county elections official 
of his or her name. The elections official shall mail a certificate to that effect to the 
Secretary of State. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1992, c. 970, §16.! 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

9000. Applicability of part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to the organization, operation, and 

function of that political party known as the Republican Party of California. 
(AIlded by Stats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

Chapter 2. Presidential Electors 

9010. Members who shall act as presidential electors. 
In each year of the general election at which electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States are to be chosen, the Republican nominees for 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Controller, Attorney General, and 
Secretary of State, the Republican nominees for United States Senator at the last 
two United States senatorial elections, the Assembly Republican leader, the Senate 
Republican leader, all elected officers of the Republican State Central Committee, 
the National Committeeman and National Committeewoman, the President of the 
Republican County Central Committee Chairmen's Association, and the chairman 
or president of each Republican volunteer organization officially recognized by the 
Republican State Central Committee shall act as presidential electors, except that 
Senators, Representatives, and persons holding an office of trust or profit of the 
United States shall not act as electors. The remaining presidential elector positions, 
and any vacant positions, shall be filled by appointment of the Chairman of the 
Republican State Central Committee in accordance with the bylaws of the commit
tee. The name, residence and business address of each such appointee shall be filed 
with the Secretary of State by October 1st of the presidential election year. The 
Republican State Central committee shall adopt bylaws implementing the provi
sions of this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 225, §1'! 

Chapter 3. State Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9160. Membership of state central committee. 
The state central committee shall consist of: 

(a) One member for each of the following public officers: 
(1) Governor. 
(2) Lieutenant Governor. 
(3) Treasurer. 
(4) Controller. 
(5) Attorney General. 
(6) Secretary of State. 
(7) All members of the State Board of Equalization. 
(8) All Senators and Representatives of Congress from California. 
(9) All Members of the State Legislature. 

(b) The chairman of each county central committee of the party. 
(c) Members appointed pursuant to this part. 
(d) The national committeeman and national committeewoman of the party. 
(e) Any person elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in a partisan office. 
(f) The chairman, vice chairman, and the immediate past chairman of this 

committee. 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9160.5. 

(g) The president or chairman, as the case may be, of each statewide, volunteer 
organization chartered by the state central committee or by the Republican National 
Committee and approved for this purpose by the executive committee of the state 
central committee. 

Volunteer organizations chartered exclusively by the Republican National Com
mittee and subject to this section shall file an initial petition for approval with the 
executive committee of the state central committee at least six months prior to the 
first organizational meeting specified in Section 9210. Such approval, if granted, 
shall remain in effect indefinitely unless and until it is revoked by the executive 
committee. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 366, §J.J 

9160.5. Membership of state central committee. 
The following are members of the state central committee: 

(a) Each officer named in subdivision (a) of Section 9160 who was nominated 
and elected as a candidate of the party and whose tenn of office extends beyond 
the first Monday in December in the case of legislators and the Monday after 
January 1 in the case of other officers next following the direct primary election, or 
the appointee or successor appointed, elected, or otherwise designated by law to 
fill a vacancy in the office of any such officer. These members are "holdover 
members." 

(b) (I) Except as provided in paragraph (2), each candidate 01 the party in whose 
behalf nomination papers were filed and who was nominated at the direct primary 
election or at a special primary election by that party. These members are "nominee 
members." Nominees for an office the tenn of which extends beyond two years are 
members until the direct primary election at which nominations for the office are 
again to be made. If a nominee is elected to the office to which he was nominated 
at the succeeding general election, he shall be considered a "holdover member." 

(2) (A) If the person most recently nominated to the Senate, Assembly, or 
House of Representatives received less votes for the particular office at the ensuing 
General Election than a write-in candidate for the same office, and the write-in 
candidate is elected to that office at that ensuing General Election, the write-in 
candidate shall, for the purposes of this part, be considered a "holdover member," 
provided that the write-in candidate's affidavit of registration reflects that that 
candidate has been affiliated with the party for at least 6 months prior to the General 
Election. 

(6) The person described in subparagraph (A) who was nominated to 
legislative office or to the House of Representatives but who was not elected to the 
particular office shall be deSignated as a "nominee member." Any person desig
nated as a "nominee member" pursuant to this subparagraph shall be entitled to 
all the rights and privileges as provided other nominee members of the committee. 

(c) One member appointed for each of the officers named in subdivision (a) of 
Section 9160, not represented by a "holdover member" nor by a "nominee mem
ber" of the party. These members shall be chosen and appointed in the manner 
provided in subdivision (e) of this section. These members are "appointive mem
bers." 

(d) (I) Except as provided in paragraph (2), il a person qualifies more than once 
to be a member that person shall be a member by virtue of the most recent 
qualification. The resulting vacancy shall be filled pursuant to subdivision (e). 

(2) If a person qualifies more than once to be a member and one of the 
qualifications to the committee, which is not the most recent qualification, is by 
virtue of the person being a holdover member, that person shall be considered a 

245 1993 



9160.7. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

holdover member. In this instance, the resulting vacancy shall be filled pursuant 
to subdivision (e). 

(e) Vacancies in nominee or holdover memberships shall be filled as follows: 
(1) If the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district situated wholly 

within the limits of a single county, by appointment by the county central commit
tee of the party in the county. Whenever such a vacancy occurs by virtue of the 
failure to nominate a person affiliated with the party, no person shall be chosen to 
fill the vacancy who does not reside in the senatorial or Assembly district involved. 

(2) If the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district comprising two 
or more counties, by appointment by the county central committee of the party in 
the county in which the disqualified or deceased member resided, if the vacancy is 
caused by disqualification or death, or in which the "holdover" or "nominee 
member" of the opposing party resides, if the vacancy is due to any other cause. 

(3) If the vacancy occurs as to a member for a United States Senator from 
California or as to a member for any of the state officers named in subdivision (a) 
of Section 9160, by appointment by the state central committee. 

(4) If the vacancy occurs as to a member for any Representative in Congress 
from California, by appointment by the state central committee of a voter who 
resides within the congressional district to be represented. 

(f) A county central committee may authorize its chairman to appoint members 
to fill vacancies in the membership which the county central committee has power 
to fill. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1983, c. 2, §1.! 

9160.7. Notice sent to holdover or nominee member. 
At least 30 days before the first meeting of the state central committee, the state 

central committee shall send a notice by mail to each person who is a holdover or 
nominee member which shall inform the member that: 

(a) The member shall appoint voters as members of the state central committee 
and the number of appointments to which he or she is entitled. 

(b) The appointment of members of the state central committee shall be made 
in writing in the form prescribed in Section 9160.9, signed by the delegate under 
penalty of perjury and shall be filed in the office of the state centrai committee not 
later than 5 o'clock of the afternoon of the 10th day immediately preceding the 
Sunday on which the committee is to meet. 

(c) Forms of proxy are enclosed, one of which he or she may use himself or 
herself, and the others he or she shall send with the notices of appointment to the 
state central committee. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 1208, §17.! 

9160.8. Notice sent to each county central committee. 
At least 30 days before the first meeting of the state central committee, the state 

central committee shall send a notice by mail to each county central committee of 
the Republican Party: 

(a) Informing it that the chairperson of the county central committee, who is 
elected immediately prior to the meeting of the state central committee for which 
the notice is sent, shall appoint members of the state central committee and the 
number of appointments to which he or she is entitled; and 

(b) Giving such other information as is required of a notice sent pursuant to 
Section 9160.7. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1986, c. 1208, §18.) 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9160.9. 

9160.9. Statement for appointment of members. 
The state central committee shall enclose with the notice required by Section 

9160.7 one copy of the following statement for appointment of members of the state 
central committee, which shall be in substantially the following form: 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY MEETING AT 

SACRAMENTO, IN THE YEAR 19_ 

I, , duly qualified as a member of the state central committee of the 
Republican Party at Sacramento in the year 19_ by virtue of my (appointment by 
the central committee) (nomination) (election to the office of =_==) (strike out parts inapplicable) on the day of :-::--:Lc":";C":7. 
19_ upon the Republican ticket, do hereby appoint the following voters, who shall 
be members of the state central committee: 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 
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Assembly district 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
Date Place of execution _________________ _ 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §19.J 

9161, Appointments by holdover member, 

(Delegate) 

A holdover member shall make appointments to the membership of this com
mittee of one voter of the same sex and two voters of the opposite sex, and shall 
appoint five additional voters without regard to sex. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1022, §4.) 

9161.5. Appoinbnent to membership, 
The national committeeman and national committeewoman of the party, and 

the chairman, vice chairman, and immediate past chairman of this committee, shall 
each appoint three voters to the membership of this committee, two of whom shall 
be of the opposite sex. Such appointment shall be in addition to any other appoint
ments authorized by this chapter. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 530, §1.J 

9162. Appointments to membership, 
Appointivemembers and nominee members who were not elected at the general 

election shall appoint three voters to the membership of this committee, two of 
whom shall be of the opposite sex. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 1022, §5J 

9163. County central committee chairman may appoint state central 
committee members. 

A chairman of a county central committee may appoint persons to membership 
on the state central committee meeting immediately following his election as 
chairman without regard to sex. 

a. In counties containing three or more Assembly districts he may appoint three 
voters to membership. 

b. In counties containing less than three Assembly districts but at least one entire 
Assembly district he may appoint two voters to membership. 

c. In counties containing less than one entire Assembly district he may appoint 
one voter to membership. 

(Added by Stats. 1967, c.1651. §10.) 

9164, Appointment of additional members by members filling vacancy. 
Any person who is a member of this committee by virtue of having been elected 

or appointed to fill a vacancy in a partisan office, shall within 60 days of his election 
or appointment, appoint additional members to the committee in the same manner 
as holdover members make such appointments. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1022, §6J 

9165. Notice of appointed members. 
Appointments of members to this committee shall be made in writing signed by 

the member under penalty of perjury and delivered to the state central committee 
not later than 5 0' clock of the afternoon of the 10th day immediately preceding the 
Sunday in which the first meeting of this committee is to be held. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §20J 

1993 248 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

" I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
It 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARlY 9171. 

9166. Notice to appointed members of delegates. 
Each holdover, nominee, or appointive member shall send a notice by mail to 

each person whom he or she has appointed as a member of this committee which 
will inform him or her that: 

(a) He or she is a member of the committee. 
(b) The committee will meet in Sacramento and the date of the meeting. 
(c) The meeting may be attended either in person or by proxy. 
(d) Every proxy shall be filed in the office of the state central committee not later 

than 5 o'clock of the afternoon of the day preceding the meeting of the committee. 
(e) The proxy shall be in writing signed by the member under penalty of perjury. 
Each appointing member shall enclose with each notice one copy of the form of 

proxy sent to that delegate by the state central committee. 
(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §2l.! 

9167. Qualification for appointment. 
A person is not eligible for appointment to this committee if he is not registered 

as affiliated with this party at the time of his appointment. 
(Added by Stats. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9168. Removal of appointive member. 
This committee may remove any appointive member who during his term of 

membership affiliates with or registers as a member of another party, publicly 
advocates that the voters should not vote for the nominee of the party for any office, 
or who publicly gives support to or avows a preference for a candidate of another 
party or candidate who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this party. 

(Added by Stat5.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9169. Conditions of vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment of an ineligible person, or whenever any member 

of this committee dies, resigns, or becomes incapacitated to act, or removes from 
the jurisdiction of the committee, or ceases to be a member of the committee's party, 
a vacancy exists which shall be filled in the manner prescribed in Section 9170. A 
vacancy shall also exist on this committee when a member is removed from the 
committee pursuant to Section 9275 or Section 9168, and such vacancy shall be filled 
in the manner prescribed in Section 9170, such member to serve the remainder of 
the unexpired term of the member removed. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1287, §16.8.) 

9170. Method of filling vacancy. 
Should a member appointed to membership pursuant to Section 9161, 9162, or 

9163, cease to be a member for any of the reasons specified in Section 9169, the 
vacancy shall be filled by the person who appointed him or her, unless that person 
is himself or herself no longer a member of this committee or indicates that he or 
she does not wish to fill the vacancy, in which instances the committee shall do so . 

Notice shall be given by the committee to a person entitled to fill a vacancy under 
this section as soon as possible after the occurrence of the vacancy and vacancies 
shall be filled not less than three days preceding the first meeting of the committee. 
The committee shall notify in writing the state chair of all appointments made 
pursuant to this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §22.J 

9171. Form of appointment of alternate or associate member. 
In the event the appointment of alternate or associate members is authorized, 

this committee shall supply forms to the members for the appointment of such 
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9240. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

members. The forms shall be in substantially the same language as set forth in 
Section 9160.9, and shall contain suitable spaces wherein there can be listed the 
addresses and the numbers of the congressionat Assembly, and senatorial districts 
in which the appointees reside. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 14, §46.) 

Article 4. Proxies 

9240. Attendance by proxy. 
Any member may attend a meeting of this committee by a proxy which meets 

the requirements of this article. 
(Added by Stats. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

9240.5. Proxy form. 
The state central committee shall enclose with the notice required by Section 

9160.7 copies of the following form of proxy for attendance at the meeting of the 
state central committee: 

PROXY FORAITENDANCE AT THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE REPUBUCAN PARTY MEETING AT 

SACRAMENTO, IN THE YEAR 19_ 

I, . duly qualified to sit as a member of the state central committee of 
the Republican Party meeting at Sacramento in the year 19_ do hereby designate 
:----,-,-,_ (name); (post office address); as my proxy with full power 
to act for me in every respect as a duly qualified member of the state central 
committee meeting at Sacramento on the day of ,19_, 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
Date Place of execution ---------------0-0---:--

________ ~. Member 
(Amended by Stats.1986. c. 1208, §25.) 

9241. Recognition of proxies. 
Proxies to be recognized by the committee on proxies and credentials shall be 

signed by the member under penal ty of perjury and shall be in the form prescribed 
in Section 9240.5. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §26.) 

9242. Recognition of proxy; filing. 
No proxy shall be recognized unless filed in the office of the state central 

committee not later than 5 o'clock of the afternoon of the day preceding the state 
committee meeting. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1208, §27.) 

9243. Revocation or change of proxy. 
Revocation or change of proxies shall be recognized by the committee on proxies 

and credentials only upon a personal request made by the member who granted 
the proxy before the commi ttee. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 530, §2.) 

Article 5. General Business 

9270. Duties of chairman; first meeting. 
The chairperson of this committee shall call the committee to order at 100' clock 

of the morning of the first meeting and as soon as practicable thereafter shall cause 
the roll to be called from the list of members and proxies. The next business in order 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9279. 

shall be the election of a temporary chairperson, which may be by acclamation or, 
if there is a contest, by rollcall or such other method as may be prescribed by this 
committee. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1986, c. 1208, §29.) 

9271. Duties of temporary chainnani first meeting. 
The temporary chauman, upon election, shall appoint at once a committee on 

proxies and credentials consisting of one member from each senatorial district, 
selected from among the members of this committee certified by the Secretary of 
State. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9272. Selection of officers. 
This committee shall choose its officers by rollcall vote or such other method as 

may be prescribed by this committee, except that in each case where there is no 
contest for the office, the officer may be elected by acclamation. Its officers shall 
have the power usually exercised by such committees and the officers thereof 
insofar as may be consistent with this division. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.J 

9273. Selection of executive committee. 
This committee may select from its membership an executive committee to 

which it may grant all or any portion of its powers and duties. 
(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9274. Tenn of chainnan. 
The chairman of this committee shall serve a two-year term but shall not succeed 

himself, and the chairmanship shall alternate each biennium between the northern 
and southern territories. 

The southern territory consists of the following counties: Imperial, Los Angeles, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura. The 
northern territory consists of the remaining counties. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.J 

9276. Party cam paigns. 
This committee shall conduct party campaigns for this party and in behalf of the 

candidates of this party. It shall appoint committees and appoint and employ 
campaign directors and perfect whatever campaign organizations it deems suitable 
or desirable and for the best interest of the party. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651. §1O.) 

9277. Definition of quorum. 
A quorum of this committee is a majority of the entire membership, represented 

either in person or by proxy. 
(Added by 5lals. 1967, c. 1651. §1O.J 

9278. Conduct of committee proceedings. 
The proceedings at all meetings of this committee shall be governed by any 

manual of parliamentary procedure designated by the committee. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9279. Adoption of state party platfonn. 
The committee shall adopt the state party platform according to the bylaws of 

the Republican Party. 
(Added by 5lals. 1977, c.1022, §1O.J 
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9280. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

9280. Limitation of power; restraining order prohibiting endorsement. 
(a) The state central committee may prohibit or limit the power of county central 

committees established pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 9320) to 
endorse, support, or oppose office in the direct primary election. 

(b) The superior court, in any case brought before it by the state central commit
tee or by any registered voter, may issue a temporary or permanent restraining 
order or injunction to prohibit the endorsement, support, or opposition by a county 
central committee of any candidate for nomination by the Republican Party for 
partisan office in the direct primary election, if the endorsement, support, or 
opposition is in violation of the bylaws or rules of the state central committee. All 
cases of this nature shall be in a preferred position for purposes of trial and appeal, 
so as to assure the speedy disposition thereof. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1988, c.1646, §1). 

Chapter 4. County Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9320. Election of county committee members; counties with less than five 
assembly districts. 

In each county containing less than five Assembly districts, a county central 
committee shall be elected by supervisor districts, and the number to be elected 
from any supervisor district shall be determined as follows: There shall be taken 
the number of votes cast in the supervisor district at the last gubernatiorial election 
for that party's candidate for Governor, or, if the party had no candidate for 
Governor, for the candidate of the party voted on throughout the state who received 
the greatest number of votes and who was the candidate of that party alone. This 
number shall be divided by one-twentieth of the number of votes cast in that county 
for Governor or, where the party had no candidate for Governor, for the candidate 
mentioned above. The integer next larger than the quotient obtained by such 
division shall constitute the number of members of the committee to be elected by 
that party in that supervisor district. 

The committees in counties containing less than five Assembly districts shall be 
composed of not less than 21 members. If the procedure outlined above would 
result in less than 21 members being elected for any committee, the number of votes 
cast for this party's candidate in each supervisor district shall be divided by an 
amount sufficiently smaller than one-twentieth of the votes cast for Governor in 
that county as to give a membership in the committee equal to or the nearest amount 
which is greater than 21 members. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9321. Election of county committee members; counties with 5 to 19 assembly 
districts. 

In each county containing more than four and less than 20 Assembly districts, 
a county central committee shall be elected from Assembly districts and shall 
consist of six members elected from each Assembly district. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9322. Election of county committee members; counties with 20 or more 
assembly districts. 

In each county containing 20 or more Assembly districts a county central 
committee shall consist of seven members elected from each Assembly district 
contained either wholly or partially within the county. In an Assembly district that 
lies only partially within a county containing 20 or more Assembly districts the 
seven members shall be elected from that portion of the Assembly district contained 
within the county. 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9325. 

(Amended by Stats. 1974, c. 57, §2.! 

9323. County committee members; number to be elected. 
In each city and county a county central committee shall be elected by Assembly 

districts and shall consist of 13 members elected from Assembly District 12 and 12 
members elected from Assembly District 13. 

(A",ended by Stats. 1992, c. 11, §2u.! 

9324. Ex officio members of committee. 
(a) In each county the nominee of the party for State Senator, the nominees of 

the party for the Assembly, and any person nominated to either the Senate or 
Assembly at a special election to fill a vacancy in the house, and the nominee of the 
party for Representative in Congress shall be ex officio members of this committee. 
If the person most recently nominated or elected from one party at the special 
election for an Assembly or Senate seat, or for the House of Representatives shall 
be other than the nominee of that party for the same office at the earlier election, 
the ex officio membership of the latter nominee shall expire immediately upon 
certification by the Secretary of State of the nomination or, if there is no runoff, the 
election of the person most recently nominated or elected. Ex officio members shall 
be entitled to all the rights and privileges, including the right to vote, and shall have 
the same standing in every way as other members of this committee, except they 
shall not be entitled to a ballot designation of incumbent upon seeking election to 
this committee in the next direct primary. A person shall be entitled to ex officio 
membership upon receiving a certificate of nomination from the Secretary of State 
pursuant to Section 6617, at which time the former nominee's term shall expire. 

(b) If the person most recently nominated to the Senate, Assembly, or House of 
Representatives received less votes for the particular office at the ensuing General 
Election than a write-in candidate for the same office, and the write-in candidate is 
elected to that office the write-in candidate shall, for purposes of this part, be 
considered theex officio member of each affected county, provided that the write-in 
candidate's affidavit of registration reflects that that candidate has been affiliated 
with the party for at least six months prior to the General Election. 

(c) If a write-in candidate is entitled to ex officio membership on each affected 
county central committee pursuant to subdivision (b), each affected county central 
committee shall, deSignate the party nominee described in subdivision (b) as an 
additional ex officio member to its committee. Any person designated as an ex 
officio member under this subdivision shall be entitled to all the rights and 
privileges as other ex officio members of the committee. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 2, §2.! 

9325. Other ex officio members of committee. 
The nominee for each of the following offices shall be an ex officio member of 

the committee in the county in which he or she resides: 
(a) Governor 
(b) Lieutenant Governor 
(c) Treasurer 
(d) Controller 
(e) Attorney General 
(0 Secretary of State 
(g) Member of State Board of Equalization 
(h) United States Senator from California. His or her rights and privileges, 

including the right to membership, shall be the same as those prescribed for other 
ex officio members in Section 9324. 
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(Amended by 5lals. 1982, c. 146, §2.! 

9326. Appointment of alternate members. 
A committee may authorize each elected member and each ex officio member 

of that committee to appoint an alternate member. An ex officio member who is 
also an incumbent officeholder of any of the offices listed in Sections 9324 and 9325 
at the time of the meeting of the committee may appoint an alternate member 
without authorization from that committee, if the member desires to appoint an 
alternate. 

Such alternate member shall have the right to vote only with the written 
authorization of the member who appointed him. An alternate member of a 
committee shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the committee. 

An alternate member must meet the same qualifications as the regular member 
and may vote only in the absence of the member who appointed him, except that 
an alternate member appointed by an incumbent State Senator, Assemblyman, or 
Representative in Congress need not reside in the district of the appointing power 
but need only reside in the county of jurisdiction of the committee. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1979, c. 215, §1.! 

9327. Eligibility. 
A person shall not be eligible for appointment or election to a committee who 

is not registered as affiliated with this party at the time of his appointment or 
election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §lOJ 

9328. Oath. 
Each member of a committee, whether elected to the committee or appointed to 

fill a vacancy, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe 
the oath or affirmation set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution. 

The oath or affitmation required by this section may be taken before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths and no fee shall be charged by any person before 
whom the oath is taken or subscribed. 

(Added by 5tals.1967, c.1651, §1O.! 

9329. Candidates not equal to number entitled. 
In the event that the candidates elected to a committee from a district do not 

equal the number of party committeemen to which such district is entitled to be 
represented under provisions of this code, a vacancy or vacancies exist to the extent 
of the difference between the number of elected committeemen and the number of 
committeemen by which the district is entitled to be represented. When such 
vacancy or vacancies exist they shall be filled by the committee to which insufficient 
members were elected, in the manner provided for in Section 9330 of this code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §lOJ 

9330. Conditions for vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment or election to a committee of an ineligible person, 

or whenever any member of the committee dies, resigns or becomes incapacitated 
to act, or removes from the jurisdiction of the committee, or ceases to be a member 
of this party, a vacancy exists which shall be filled by appointment by the committee 
in which the ineligibility or vacancy occurs. A vacancy shall also exist on a 
committee when a member is removed from the committee pursuant to Section 
9331 or Section 9333. 

(Added by 5Ials.1967, c.1651, §1O.! 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9373. 

9331. Removal for absence. 
Any member, other than an ex offido member, of a committee who misses four 

regularly called meetings within one 12·month period shall be removed from the 
committee concerned, unless his or her absence is caused by illness or temporary 
absence from the county on the date of the meeting. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1987, c. 197, §1.) 

9332. Automatic resignation. 
The removal of residence by an elected or appointed member of a committee 

from the Assembly district or supervisor district from which he has been elected 
or appointed a member of that committee shall constitute his automatic resignation 
from the committee. 

(Added by 5tats. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9333. Removal for party affiliation. 
A committee may remove any member, other than an ex officio member, who 

during his term of membership affiliates with, or registers as a member of another 
party, who publicly advocates that the voters should not vote for the nominee of 
this party for any office, or who gives support or avows a preference for a candidate 
of another party or candidate who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this 
party. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9334. Notice of appointment to fill vacancy. 
Whenever any person is appointed to fill a vacancy on a committee, the chair· 

man of the committee shall file notices of the appointment with the county clerk 
and the chairman of the state central committee within 30 days after it is made. The 
notices shall contain the name and address of the person appointed and the name 
of the person replaced, and shall indicate the date of the appointment. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1969, c. 467, §2.) 

Article 2. Election 

9370. When county central committee elected. 
At every direct primary election a county central committee shall be elected in 

each county. 
(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9371. Computation of members allotted. 
The county clerk, no later than January 31 preceding the direct primary, shall 

compute the number of members of the committee allotted to each Assembly 
district or supervisor district, as the case may be, pursuant to this article. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1987, c. 993, §11.5.) 

9372. Conditions for candidate's name to appear on ballot. 
In each county the name of each candidate for member of a committee shall 

appear upon the ballot only upon the filing of a nomination paper pursuant to 
Article 4 (commencing with Section 6490) and 5 (commencing with Section 6550) 
of Chapter 2 of Division 6 of this code, signed in his behalf by the voters of the 
Assembly or supervisorial district in which he is a candidate. 

(Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 1438, §9.10') 

9373. Conditions for printing names on ballot. 
If the county clerk, on the 73rd day prior to the direct primary election, finds 

that the number of candidates nominated for election to a committee from an 
Assembly or supervisorial district does not exceed the number of candidates to be 
elected from that Assembly or supervisorial district, the designation of the office 
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and the names of the candidates shall not be printed on this party's ballot in the 
Assembly or supervisorial district, unless there is filed with the country clerk, not 
later than 20 days after the final date for filing nomination papers for the positions, 
petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office and 
signed by 25 registered voters affiliated with the political party involved. In lieu 
thereof, the board of supervisors shall declare elected the candidates who have been 
nominated, and those candidates shall be entitled to receive certificates of election 
in the same manner as other candidates elected to a committee. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1970, c. 615, §21.2.) 

9374. Conditions for election of candidate. 
In each county the number of candidates for membership in a committee in each 

Assembly or supervisorial district who receive the highest number of votes shall 
be declared elected. However, a candidate for committeeman shall not be declared 
elected unless he has received votes equal in number to the minimum number of 
signatures to the nomination paper which would have been required to place his 
name on the direct primary ballot as a candidate for member of a committee. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O') 

9375. Vacancy because of death of candidate. 
Whenever a candidate for election to a committee dies on or before the day of 

election, and a sufficient number of ballots are marked as being voted for him to 
entitle him to election if he had lived until after the election, a vacancy exists on the 
county central committee, which shall be filled by the committee in the same 
manner as other vacancies are filled. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O') 

Article 3. Meetings 

9422. Meetings in a state building. 
The Department of General Services shall permit any committee which desires 

to do so to hold meetings in a state building within the county, at least oneof which 
meetings each month shall be without charge. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1971, c. 135, §2.) 

9423. Meetings accessible to physically handicapped. 
All meetings of the committee shall be held in quarters which shall be accessible 

to the physically handicapped. 
(Added by 5tats.1978, c. 533, §2.) 

Article 4. General Business 

9440. Party campaign. 
A committee shall have charge of the party campaign under general direction 

of the state central committee or of the executive committee selected by the state 
central committee. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §10') 

9441. Selection of officers. 
At the meeting held pursuant to Section 9420, a committee shall organize by 

selecting a chairman, a secretary, and such other officers and committees as it 
deems necessary for carrying on the affairs of this party. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.) 

9442. Rules and regulations. 
A committee may make rules and regulations providing: 
(a) How officers of the committee may be removed. 
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PART 3. REPUBLICAN PARTY 9505. 

(b) How meetings may be called, and any provisions so made shall supersede 
anything in this chapter to the contrary. 

(c) Whether or not proxies may be used and the conditions under which they 
may be used . 

Any such rule adopted prior to statutory authorization by any county central 
committee by majority vote of the members elected to the committee is hereby 
validated and made of the same effect as if subsequently adopted. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.J 

9443. Committee duties. 
The committees shall perform such other duties and services for this political 

party as seem to be for the benefit of the party. They shall continue to function and 
exist until the election at the succeeding direct primary and qualification of the 
members of the new county central committees. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.J 

9444. Mem bers may call meeting. 
If the chairperson of a committee refuses to call a meeting, a meeting may be 

called upon five days' notice by a majority of the members of the committee. 
Within five days after a committee meets for its organizational meeting, the 

newly elected chairperson of the committee shall notify the county elections official 
of his or her name. The elections official shall mail a certificate to that effect to the 
Secretary of State. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 970, §17.J 

Article 5. District Committees 

9500. Applicability of this article. 
The provisions of this article apply only to committees established by Assembly 

districts or supervisorial districts within a county pursuant to the bylaws of the 
county central committee of that county. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §lO.J 

9501. Name of committee. 
These committees shall be called county Assembly district committees or county 

supervisorial district committees. 
(Added by 5lnts. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.J 

9502. Membership of committee. 
Each committee shall consist of the persons elected to the county central com

mittee of a single Assembly or supervisorial district. 
(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §lO.J 

9503. Make-up of county central committee. 
The district committees of a county and the ex officio members of the county 

central committee constitute the county central committee of that county . 
(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.J . 

9504. Election of officers 
The district committees may elect such officers and undertake such action as the 

bylaws of the county central committee of which they are a part provide. 
(Added by 5tats. 1967, c. 1651, §lO.J 

9505. Candidates not equal to number entitled. 
In the event that the candidates eiected to a district committee do not equal the 

number of party committeemen by which such district is entitled to be represented 
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under the provisions of Article 1 (commencing with Section 9320) of this chapter, 
a vacancy or vacancies exist to the extent of the difference between the number of 
elected committeemen and the number of committeemen by which the district is 
entitled to be represented. When such vacancy or vacancies exist they shall be filled 
by the district committee to which insufficient members were elected. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

9506. Conditions for vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment or election to a district committee of an ineligible 

person, or whenever any member of the committee dies, resigns or becomes 
incapacitated to act, is removed from office, or removes from the jurisdiction of the 
district committee, or ceases to be a member of this party, a vacancy exists which 
shall be filled by appointment by the district committee in which the ineligibility 
or vacancy occurs. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c.1651, §1O.! 

9507. Removal for absence. 
Any member of a district committee who misses more than three consecutive 

regularly called meetings of the county central committee may be removed by a 
vote of that district committee concerned, unless his absence is caused by illness or 
temporary absence from the county on the date of the meeting. 

(Added by 5tats. 1967, c. 1651, §1O.) 

9508. Automatic resignation. 
The removal of residence by an elected or appointed member of a district 

committee from the Assembly district or supervisorial district from which he has 
been elected or appointed a member of that committee shall constitute his automat
ic resignation from that committee, 

(Added by $tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

9509. Removal for party affiliation. 
A district committee shall remove any member of that committee who is 

required to be removed under the provisions of Section 9333 of this chapter. 
(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

9510. Notice of appointment to fill vacancy. 
Whenever any person is appointed to fill a vacancy on a district committee, the 

district committee shall notify within 10 days the chairman of the county central 
committee who shall file a notice of the appointment with the county clerk within 
30 days after it is made. The notices shall contain the name and address of the person 
appointed and the name of the person replaced, and shall indicate the date of the 
appointment. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 1651, §1O.! 

PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

9600. Applicability of this part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to the organization, operation, and 

functions of that political party known as the American Independent Party of 
California. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

1993 258 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,j 

I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

Chapter 2. State Convention 

Article 1. Delegates 

9610. Number of delegates. 

9611.5 

The state convention shall consist of one delegate for each of the following 
officers: 

(a) Governor. 
(b) Lieutenant Governor. 
(e) Treasurer. 
(d) Controller. 
(e) Attorney General. 
(0 Secretary of State. 
(g) All members of the State Board of Equalization. 
(h) All Senators and Representatives of Congress from California. 
(i) All Members of the State Legislature. 
(j) National committeemen and committeewomen. 
(k) Chairman and state vice chairman of the state central committee. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9611. State convention delegates. 
The state convention shall be composed of the following delegates: 
(a) Each officer named in Section 9610 who was nominated and elected as a 

candidate of the party and whose term of office extends beyond the first Monday 
in December in the case of legislators and the Monday after January 1 in the case 
of other officers next following the direct primary election, or the appointee or 
successor appointed, elected, or otherwise designated by law to fill a vacancy in 
the office of any such officer. These delegates are "holdover delegates." 

(b) Each candidate of the party in whose behalf nomination papers were filed 
and who was nominated at the direct primary election by that party. These 
delegates are "nominee delegates." Nominees for an office the term of which 
extends beyond two years are delegates to each succeeding state convention until 
that following the direct primary election at which nominations for the office are 
again to be made. H a candidate is a "nominee delegate" to the state convention 
held in the year in which he is nominatedl and is elected to the office at the 
succeeding general election, he shall be considered a "holdover delegate" to the 
state convention of his party in the next odd-numbered year, ifhis party is required 
to hold such a convention. 

(c) One delegate appointed for each of the officers named in Section 9610 not 
represented by a "holdover delegate" nor by a "nominee delegate" of the party. 
These delegates shall be chosen and appointed in the manner provided in this 
chapter for filing vacancies in the state convention. These delegates are "appointive 
delegates." 

(Amended by 5tats.1978, c.1287, §16.9.) 

9611.5 List of delegates. 
As soon as practicable after the direct primary election, the Secretary of State 

shall prepare a list of names of all delegates to the convention qualified under the 
provisions of this part. He shall thereupon send a notice by mail to each delegate 
which shall inform the delegate that: 

(a) He is a delegate to the state convention. 
(b) The convention meets at Sacramento and the date of the meeting. 
(Added by 5tats. 1979, c. 14, §51.) 
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9611.6 Alphabetical roll of delegates. 
The Secretary of State shall prepare, for each state convention, an alphabetical 

roll of the delegates who have filed their credentials in the manner and time 
provided in this part. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 14, §52.J 

9611.7 Delivery of delegates' credentials and alphabetical roll. 
On the convening of a state convention of a political party the Secretary of State 

shall deliver to the chairman of the central committee of that party or, in the absence 
of the chairman, to the acting presiding officer of the convention: 

(a) The appointive delegates' credentials. 
(b) The alphabetical roll of the delegates to the convention. 
(Added by 5lals. 1979, c. 14, §53.J 

9612. Qualification of delegates. 
Membership in the state convention shall not be granted to any party nominee 

unless he is registered as being a member of this party. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §10.! 

9613. Conditions for vacancy. 

A vacancy exists in the membership: 
(a) When there is no "holdover delegate" nor "nominee delegate" of the party. 
(b) When any nominee is disqualified for membership under the provisions of 

Section 9612 or for any other reason stated in this division. 
(c) When no nomination for an elective office has been made. 
(d) When a delegate dies prior to the convention. 
(Added by 5tals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9614. Method of filling vacancy. 
Delegates shall be appointed to fill vacancies in the membership as follows: 
(a) If the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district situated wholly 

within the limits of a single county, by appointment by the county central commit
tee of the party in the county. Whenever such a vacancy occurs by virtue of the 
failure to nominate a person affiliated with the party, no person shall be chosen to 
fill the vacancy who does not reside in the senatorial or Assembly district involved. 

(b) H the vacancy occurs in a senatorial or Assembly district comprising two or 
more counties, parts of two or more counties, or one or more counties and parts of 
one or more counties, by appointment by the county central committee repre
senting more voters affiliated with the American Independent Party than does any 
other county central committee in the district. 

(c) If there, is no county central committee qualified to act, or the qualified county 
central committee fails to act, under the provisions of subdivision (a) or (b) of this 
section, the appointment shall be made by the state central committee of the party. 

(d) If the vacancy occurs as to a delegate for a United States Senator from 
California or as to a delegate for any of the state officers named in Section 9610 by 
appointment by the state central committee of the party. 

(e) If the vacancy occurs as to a delegate for any Representative in Congress from 
California, by appointment by the state central committee of the party of a voter 
who resides within the congressional district to be represented. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 9632. 

9615. Time limit for filling vacancy. 
Vacandes filled by a county central committee pursuant to subdivision (a) or 

(b) of Section 9614 shall be filled and filed with the office of the Secretary of State 
by 5 p.m. of the first Monday after the second Tuesday in July prior to the state 
convention. 

Vacandes filled by the state central committee pursuant to subdivision (c), (d) 
or (e) of Section 9614, shall be filled and filed with the office of the Secretary of State 
by 5 p.m. of the second Monday after the second Tuesday in July prior to the state 
convention. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1OJ 

9616. Appointment of delegates to fill vacancy. 
A county central committee may authorize its chairman to appoint delegates to 

fill vacancies in the membership of party state conventions which the county central 
committee has JX>wer to fill. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9617. Filing of appointed delegate credentials. 
The appointment of delegates pursuant to Section 9614 and filed with the office 

of the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 9615 shall be in writing signed by the 
chairman and the secretary of the committee which has the power to make the 
appointment. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9618. Dual delegacy prohibited. 
If a person is a delegate to the state convention and qualified independently of 

that fact to be a delegate to the same state convention, he shall be a delegate by 
virtue of the most recent election at which he becomes a delegate. The resulting 
vacancy shall be filled pursuant to Section 9614. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

Article 2. Meetings 

9620. Convention meeting; time, date and place. 
The state convention shall meet biennially at Sacramento at 10 a.m. of the last 

Saturday in August next following the direct primary election. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

Article 3. General Business 

9630. First meeting. 
The convention shall be called to order by the chainnan of the state central 

committee at 10 a.m. of the last Saturday in August next following the direct 
primary election. It shall at once proceed to the election of a chairman. The election 
shall be by alphabetical rollcall if requested by a petition signed by 50 members. 
The convention shall elect such other officers as the convention may determine. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9631. Duties of chairman. 
The chairman shall appoint a committee consisting of one delegate from each 

senatorial district, which shall serve as the committee on credentials of the conven
tion, and he shall appoint such other committees as the convention may direct. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1OJ 

9632. Adoption of state platform. 
The convention, upon election of permanent officers, shall adopt a state platform 

for this party, which platform shall be made public upon its adoption. 
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(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §1O.1 

9633. Nomination of presidential electors. 
In each year of the general election at which electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States are to be chosen, the convention shall also nominate 
as the candidates of its party as many electors of President and Vice President of 
the United States as the state is then entitled to and shall certify the name of each 
elector nominated, and his residence address to the Secretary of State. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.1 

9634. Method of vote. 
The vote on any issue at the convention, including the election of officers, may 

be by rollcall or such other method as may be prescribed by the convention. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §1O.1 

9635. Conduct of convention proceedings. 
The proceedings at the convention shall be governed by any manual of parlia

mentary procedure designated by the convention. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §1O.1 

Chapter 3. State Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9640. Membership of state central committee. 
The state central committee shall consist of: 
(al All delegates to the state convention. 
(b) The chairman of each county central committee of the party. 
(c) Members appointed pursuant to this part. 
(d) Any person nominated to fill a vacancy in a partisan office in a special 

election. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §1O.1 

9640.1 Notice sent to each delegate. 
At least 30 days before the first meeting of the state central committee the 

Secretary of State shall send a notice by mail to each person who is a delegate to 
the party's state convention which shall inform the delegate that: 

(a) The delegate shall appoint voters as members of the state central committee 
and the number of appointments to which he is entitled. 

(b) The appointment of members of the state central committee shall be made 
in writing in the fonn prescribed in Section 9640.2, signed by the delegate under 
penalty of perjury and shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State not later 
than 5 o'clock of the afternoon of the Tuesday immediately preceding the Sunday 
on which the committee is to meet. 

(c) Fonns of proxy are enclosed, one of which he may use himself, and the others 
he shall send with the notices of appointment to the state central committee . 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c.14, §54.! 

9640.2 Statement for appointment of members. 
The Secretary of State shall enclose with the notice required by Section 9640.1 

one copy of the following statement for appointment of members of the state central 
committee, which shall be in substantially the following form: 

1993 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

MEETING AT SACRAMENTO IN THE YEAR 19_ 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 9643. 

I, , duly qualified as a delegate to the state convention of the Ameri-
can Independent Party at Sacramento in the year 19_ by virtue of my (appointment 
by the central committee) (nomination) (election to the office of 
= __ _..) (strike out parts inapplicable) on the day of , 
19_ upon the American Independent Party ticket, do hereby appoint the following 
voters, who shall be members of the state central committee: 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatoriat Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

Name Senatorial, Post office 
Congressional, address 

Assembly district 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
Date Place of execution _______________ _ 

(Delegate) 
(Added /Jy 5Ials.1979, c.14, §55.! 

9641. Appointments to membership. 
Each delegate to the state convention shall appoint to membership On the 

committee one voter of the same sex as the delegate and two voters of the opposite 
sex, which appointments when so made shall be absolute. 

(Added /Jy 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9642. Appointments to membership. 
A delegate to the state convention who at the date of that state convention is the 

incumbent of any of the offices listed in Section 9610 may appoint, without regard 
to sex, two additional voters to membership on this committee of this party. 

(Added /Jy 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §lOJ 

9643. Appointment of additional members by members filling vacancy. 
Any person who is a member of this commitee by virtue of having been 

nominated to fill a vacancy in a partisan office in a special election, shall within 60 
days of the special election, appoint members to this committee in the same manner 
as delegates to the state convention make such appointments. 

(Added /Jy 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 
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9644. Notice of appointed mem bers. 
Appointments of members to this committee shall be made in writing signed by 

the delegate under penalty of perjury and delivered to the Secretary of State not 
later than 5 p.rn. of the Tuesday immediately preceding the Sunday on which the 
first meeting of the committee is to be held. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §lOJ 

9645. Notice of appointed membersi duplicate copies. 
The Secretary of State shall provide a duplicate copy of the appointment form 

to each delegate, which shall be used by the delegate to file his appointments with 
the state chairman of the political party with which the delegate is affiliated. Such 
filing shall be made at the same time as the filing of the appointments in the office 
of the Secretary of State. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9646. Notice to appointed members of delegates. 
Each delegate to the state convention shall send a notice by mail to each person 

whom he has appointed as a member of this committee which will inform him that: 
(a) He is a member of the committee. 
(b) The committee will meet in Sacramento and the date of the meeting. 
(c) The meeting may be attended either in person or by proxy. 
(d) Every proxy shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State not later than 

12 noon of the day preceding the meeting of the committee. 
(e) The proxy shall be in writing signed by the member under penalty of perjury. 
Each delegate shall enclose with each notice one copy of the form of proxy sent 

to that delegate by the Secretary of State. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9647. Qualification for appointment. 
A person is not eligible for appointment to this committee if he is not registered 

as affiliated with this party at the time of his appointment. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §lOJ 

9648. Removal of appointive member. 
This committee may remove any member who during his term of membership 

affiliates with or registers as a member of another party. This committee may also 
remove any appointed member who publicly advocates that the voters should not 
vote for the nominee of the party for any office, or who publicly gives support to 
or avows a preference for a candidate of another party who is opposed to a 
candidate nominated by this party. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1060, §1O.) 

9649. Conditions of vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment of an ineligible person, or whenever any member 

of this committee dies, resigns, or becomes incapacitated to act, or removes from 
the jurisdiction of the committee, or ceases to be a member of the committee's party, 
a vacancy exists which shall be filled in the manner prescribed in Section 9650. A 
vacancy shall also exist on this committee when a member is removed from the 
committee pursuant to Section 9687, or Section 9648, and such vacancy shall be 
filled in the manner prescribed in Section 9650, such member to serve the remainder 
of the unexpired term of the member removed. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 9670. 

9650. Method of filling vacancy. 
Should a member appointed to membership pursuant to Section 9641 or 9642 

cease to be a member for any of the reasons specified in Section 9649, the vacancy 
shall be filled by the person who appointed him, unless that person is himself no 
longer a member of this committee or indicates that he does not wish to fill the 
vacancy, in which instances the committee shall do so. 

Notice shall be given by the committee to a person entitled to fill a vacancy under 
this section as soon as possible after the oCCurrence of the vacancy. The committee 
shall notify in writing the Secretary of State of all appointments made pursuant to 
this section. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9651. Fonn of appointment of alternate or associate member. 
In the event the appointment of alternate or associate members is authorized by 

statute or the rules of the committee, this committee shall supply forms to the 
members for the appointment of such members. The fonns shall be in substantially 
the same language as set forth in Section 9640.2, and shall contain suitable spaces 
wherein there can be listed the addresses and the numbers of the congressional, 
Assembly, and senatorial districts in which the appointees reside. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1979, c. 14, §56.) 

9652. Appointment of associate members. 
Each delegate to the state convention may appoint three voters as associate 

members of this committee. An associate member shall have such privileges and 
obligations as are given to him by the rules of the committee but shall not be able 
to vote. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

Article 2. Meetings 

9660. Committee meeting; time, day and place. 
This committee shall convene at Sacramento at 10 a.m. of the Sunday following 

the last Saturday in August next following the direct primary election. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9661. Certified list of mem bers. 
The Secretary of State shall deliver to the chairman of the state central committee 

as soon as possible on the day of the first meeting of the state central committee a 
certified, alphabetical list of the names of the members of the state central commit
tee. The membership list shall be arranged in alphabetical order by senatorial 
districts. The senatorial, Assembly, and congressional district of each appointed 
member listed shall be indicated. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 14, §57.) 

Article 3. Proxies 

9670. Fonn of proxy. 
The Secretary of State shall enclose with the notice required by Section 9640.1 

copies of the following form of proxy for attendance at the meeting of the state 
central commi ttee: 

PROXY FOR ATIENDANCE AT THE STATE CENTRAL 
COMMITfEE OF THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

MEETING AT SACRAMENTO, IN THE YEAR 19_ 
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I, . duly qualified to sit as a member of the state central committee of 
the American Independent Party meeting at Sacramento in the year 19_ by virtue 
of (being a delegate to the state convention) (my appointment thereto by 
-0--0---'-,-': this appointment having been duly filed in the office of the Secretary 
of State) (strike out part inapplicable) do hereby designate (name); 
__ ...,...._ (post office address); as my proxy with full power to act for me in every 
respect as a duly qualified member of the state central committee meeting at 
Sacramento on the day of .19_. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
Date Place of execution _____________ --:-;--;-_ 

_________ ~.Member 
(Added by 5Ials.1979, c.14, §59.J 

9670.5. Recognition of proxy; filing. 
No proxy shall be recognized unless filed in the office of the Secretary of State 

not later than 12 o'clock noon of the day preceding the state central committee 
meeting. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1979, c. 14, §58.J 

9671. Recognition of proxy; forward form to committee. 
When a proxy is filed with the Secretary of State he shall immediately forward 

it to the chairman of the state central committee or his designate. 
(Added by 51llIs.1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9672. Revocation or change of proxy. 
Revocation or change of proxies shall ?e recognized. by this committee on 

proxies and credentials only upon a personal request made by the member before 
the committee. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

Article 4. General Business 

9680. Duties of chairman; first meeting. 
The chairman of this committee shall call the committee to order at 10 a.m. on 

the day of first meeting. The next business in order shall be the election of a 
temporary chainnan, which may be by acclamation, unless there is a contest, in 
which event the roll shall be called. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.l060, §lOJ 

9681. Duties of temporary chairman; first meeting. 
The temporary chainnan, upon election, shall appoint at once a committee on 

proxies and credentials consisting of one member from each senatorial district, 
selected from among the members of this committee certified by the Secretary of 
State. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c.1060, §lOJ 

9682. Selection of office~ 
This committee shall choose its officers by rollcall vote, poll of senatorial district 

delegations, or such other method as may be prescribed by the committee. Its 
officers shall have the power usually exercised by the officers of such committees 
insofar as may be consistent with this chapter. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c.l060, §lOJ 

9683. Selection of executive committee. 
This committee may select from its membership an executive commitee to which 

it may grant all or any portion of its powers and duties. If this committee grants 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 9688. 

any portion of its powers to an executive committee, it shall provide for the election 
to its executive committee of two members, one of each sex, from each senatorial 
district delegation. A senatorial district delegation shall consist only of those state 
central committee members who reside within that senatorial district . 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9684. National affiliation. 
The state central committee or its executive cornmitee shall designate by reso

lution or bylaw the national committee or party organization with which the 
American Independent Party is affiliated and shall file a copy of such resolution or 
bylaw with the Secretary of State. In the event of controversy over the national 
affiliation of the party, the most recent resolution or bylaw filed shall be determi
native. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O') 

9685. Term of chairman. 
The chairman of this committee shall serve a two-year term but not succeed 

himself. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O') 

9686. Tenn of elective officers. 
The elective officers provided for in the bylaws of this committee shall serve for 

two-year terms. 
(Added by 5tals. 1975, c.l060, §10.) 

9687. Dues; failure to pay. 
This committee may prescribe dues to be paid by those persons specified in 

Section 9640 in the manner and by the time prescribed by vote of the majority of 
the members of the committee. The dues charged shall not exceed twenty-four 
dollars ($24) per year. 

Any member of this committee who fails to pay the dues prescribed by the 
committee may, upon first notifying the delegate to the state convention who 
appointed such member, be removed from the committee in the manner provided 
by the committee. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9688. Party campaigns. 
This committee shall conduct party campaigns for this party and in behalf of the 

candidates of this party. It shall appoint committees and appoint and employ 
campaign directors and perfect whatever campaign organizations it deems suitable 
or desirable and for the best interest of the party. 

This committee shall have power to appoint interim county central committees 
in all counties in which the voters have not elected one or more county central 
committee members in the direct primary preceding the organization of this 
committee. Persons appointed to interim county central committees pursuant to 
this section shall meet the qualifications otherwise required by Chapter 4 (com
mencing with Section 9700) of this part for appointees to fill vacancies on county 
central committees. Notice of all appointments pursuant to this section shall be filed 
by the state central committee with the county cierk of the county for which such 
interim county central committee is appointed. Interim county central committees 
appointed pursuant to this section shall have all of the powers and privileges 
afforded county central committees by the provisions of Chapter 4 of this part, but 
members of interim county central committees shall not be designated as incum
bents on the ballot in the succeeding primary election. 

(Added by 5tals.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 
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9689. Definition of quorum. 
A quorum of this committee is a majority of the entire membership, represented 

either in person or by proxy. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9690. Conduct of ~omm ittee proceedings. 
The proceedings at all meetings of this committee shall be governed by any 

manual of parliamentary procedures designated by the committee. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §10.) 

Chapter 4. County Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9700. Election of county committee members; counties with less than 5 
Assembly districts; exceptions. 

In each county containing less than five Assembly districts or portions thereof, 
except the City and County of San Francisco, a county central committee of at least 
25 members shall be elected by supervisor districts, and the number elected from 
each supervisor district shall be determined as follows: 

The number of voters-registered as members of the American Independent 
Party, as reflected in the statement of voters and their political affiliations transmit
ted to the Secretary of State on or before the 135th day before any primary election, 
shall be divided by 25. The number thus derived shall be divided into the number 
of American Independent Party voters registered in each supervisor district, and 
the integer nearest the resulting quotient shall be the number of central committee 
members to be elected to represent that supervisor district. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1977, c. 579, §50.) 

9701. Election of county committee members; counties with more than 4 
assembly districts; exceptions. 

In each county containing more than four Assembly districts or portions thereof, 
and the City and County of San Francisco, a county central committee shall be 
elected by Assembly districts, and the number elected shall be that number derived 
by multiplying 7 times the number of Assembly districts in whole or in part within 
the county. The number elected from each Assembly district shall be determined 
as follows: 

The number of voters registered as members of the American Independent 
Party, as reflected in the statement of voters and their political affiliations transmit
ted to the Secretary of State on or before the 135th day before any primary election, 
shall be divided by the total number of members to be elected in the county. The 
number thus derived shall be divided into the number of American Independent 
Party voters registered in each Assembly district or portion thereof, and the integer 
nearest the resulting quotient shall be the number of central committee members 
to be elected to represent that Assembly district or portion thereof. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9702. Ex officio mem bers of committee. 
The incumbent or nominee of each of the following offices shall be an ex officio 

member of the committee in the county in which he resides: 
(a) Governor 
(b) Ueutenant Governor 
(c) Secretary of State 
(d) Controller 
(e) Treasurer 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

(0 Attorney General 
(g) Member of the State Board of Equalization 
(h) United States Senator from California 
(i) Representative in Congress from California 
(j) All Members of the State Legislature . 

9706. 

(k) Any person nominated to a partisan office at a special election to fill a vacancy 
in that office. 

Ex officio members shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges, including 
the right to vote, and shall have the same standing in every way as other members 
of this committee, except they shall not be entitled to a ballot designation of 
incumbent upon seeking election to this committee in the next direct primary. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §lOJ 

9703. Appointment of alternate members. 
A committee may authorize any member of that committee, whether elected or 

ex officio, to appoint an alternate if a member desires to appoint an alternate. An 
incumbent of an elected partisan office at the time of the meeting of the committee 
may appoint an alternate member without authorization from that committee, if 
the member desires to appoint an alternate. 

Such alternate member shall have the right to vote only with the written 
authorization of the member who appointed him. An alternate member of a county 
central committee shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the committee. 

An alternate member must meet the same qualifications as the regular member 
and may vote only in the absence of the member who appointed him. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9704. Qualification for appointment or election. 
A person shall not be eligible for appointment or election to a committee who 

is not registered as affiliated with this party at the time of his appointment or 
election. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9705. Oath. 
Each member of a committee, whether elected to the committee or appointed to 

fill a vacancy, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe 
the oath or affirmation set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution. 

The oath or affinnation required by this section may be taken before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths and no fee shall be charged by any person before 
whom the oath is taken or subscribed. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9706. Candidates not equal to number entitled. 
In the event that the candidates elected to a committee from a district do not 

equal the number of party committeemen to which such district is entitled to be 
represented under provisions of this chapter, a vacancy or vacancies exist to the 
extent of the difference between the number of elected committeemen and the 
number of committeemen by which the district is entitled to be represented. When 
such vacancy or vacancies exist they shall be filled by the committee to which 
insufficient members were elected, in the manner provided for in Section 9707 of 
this code. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 
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9707. Conditions for vacancy. 
In the event of the appointment or election to a committee of an ineligible person, 

or whenever any member of the committee dies, resigns or becomes incapacitated 
to act, or removes from the jurisdiction of the committee, or ceases to be a member 
of this party, a vacancy exists which shall be filled by appointment by the commitee 
in which the ineligibility or vacancy occurs. A vacancy shall also exist on a 
committee when a member is removed from the committee pursuant to Section 
9708 or Section 9710. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1060, §IOJ 

9708. Removal for absence. 
Any member, other than an ex officio member, of a committee who misses more 

than three consecutive regularly called meetings may be removed by a vote of the 
committee concerned, unless his absence is caused by illness or temporary absence 
from the county on the date of the meeting. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

9709. Automatic resignation. 
The removal of residence by an elected or appointed member of a committee 

from the Assembly district or supervisor district from which he has been elected 
or appointed a member of that committee shall constitute his automatic resignation 
from the committee. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §IOJ 

9710. Removal for party affiliation. 
A committee may remove any member who during his term of membership 

affiliates with, or registers as a member of another party. 
A committee may remove any member, other than an ex officio member, who 

publicly advocates that the voters should not vote for the nominee of this party for 
any office, or who gives support or avows a preference for a candidate of another 
party who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this party. 

(Added by Slats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9711. Notice of appointment to fill vacancy. 
Whenever any person is appointed to fill a vacancy on a committee, the chair

man of the committee shall file notices of the appointment with the county clerk 
and the chairman of the state central committee within 30 days after it is made. The 
notices shall contain the name and address of the person appointed and the name 
of the person replaced, and shall indicate the date of the appointment. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1060, §1O.) 

Article 2. Election 

9720. When county central committee elected. 
At every direct primary election a county central committee shall be elected in 

each county. 
(Added by Stals. 1975, c. 1060, §IOJ 

9721. Computation of members allotted. 
The county clerk, no later than January 31 next preceding the direct primary, 

shall compute the number of members of the committee allotted to each Assembly 
district or supervisor district, as the case may be, pursuant to this article. 

(Added by Stals.1975, c. 1060, §IOJ 
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PART 4. AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 9730. 

9722. Conditions for candidate's name to appear on ballol 
In each county the name of each candidate for member of a committee shall 

appear upon the ballot only upon the filing of a nomination paper pursuant to 
Article 4 (commencing with Section 6490) and Article 5 (commencing with Section 
6550) of Chapter 2 of Division 6 of this code, signed in his behalf by the voters of 
the Assembly or supervisor district in which he is a candidate. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1438, §9.12.! 

9723. Conditions for printing names on ballot. 
If the county clerk, on the 73rd day prior to the direct primary election, finds 

that the number of candidates nominated for election to a committee from an 
Assembly or supervisor district does not exceed the number of candidates to be 
elected from that Assembly or supervisor district, the designation of the office and 
the names of the candidates shall not be printed on this party's ballot in the 
Assembly or supervisor district, unless there is filed with the county clerk, not later 
than 20 days after the final date for filing nomination papers for the positions, a 
petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office and 
signed by 2S registered voters affiliated with the political party involved. In lieu 
thereof, the board of supervisors shall declare elected the candidates who have been 
nominated, and those candidates shall be entitled to receive certificates of election 
in the same manner as other candidates elected to a committee. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9724. Conditions for election of candidate. 

In each county the number of candidates for membership in a county central 
committee in each Assembly or supervisor district who receive the highest number 
of votes shall be declared elected. However, a candidate for committeeman shall 
not be declared elected unless he has received votes equal in number to the 
minimum number of signatures to the nomination paper which would have been . 
required to place his name on the direct primary ballot as a candidate for member 
of a committee. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

9725. Vacancy because of death of candidate. 
Whenever a candidate for election to a committee dies on or before the day of 

election, and a sufficient number of ballots are marked as being voted for him to 
entitle him to election if he had lived until after the election, a vacancy exists on the 
county central committee, which shall be filled by the committee in the same 
manner as other vacancies are filled. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1975, c. 1060, §1O.! 

Article 3. Meetings 

9730. Committee meeting; day and location. 
Each committee shall meet in the courthouse at its county seat, upon call, which 

shall be given by the county clerk of the county and in quarters to be arranged or 
provided for by the county clerk of the county, on the second Tuesday in July 
following the direct primary election, except that in any year in which a national 
convention of such party includes that date, the existing executive committee of a 
committee shall set the date of the meeting, not to exceed 30 days after the date 
herein specified. 

(Amended by Slats. 1979, c.14, §60') 

271 1993 



9731. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

9731. Committee meeting place; counties over 4 million. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 9730, a committee in a county having 

a population in excess of 4,000,000 shall meet at its county seat in a centrally located 
public auditorium sufficient to accommodate its membership. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9732. Meetings in a state building. 
The Department of General Services shall permit any committee which desires 

to do so to hold meetings in a state building within the county, at least one of which 
meetings each month shall be without charge. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §lO.J 

9733. Meetings accessible to physically handicapped. 
All meetings of the committee shall be held in quarters which shall be accessible 

to the physically handicapped. 
(Added by Stats. 1978, c. 533, §3.J 

Article 4. General Business 

9740. Party campaign. 
A committee shall have charge of the party campaign under general direction 

of the state central committee or of the executive committee selected by the state 
central committee. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §10.J 

9741. Rules and regulations. 
A committee may make rules and regulations providing: 
(a) How officers of the committee may be removed. 
(b) How meetings may be called. 
(c) Whether or not proxies may be used and the conditions under which they 

maybe used. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9742. Committee duties. 
The committee shall perform other duties and services for this political party as 

seem to be for the benefit of the party. They shall continue to function and exist 
until the election at the succeeding direct primary and qualification of the members 
of the new committees. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §lO.J 

9743. Members may call meeting. 
If the chairman of a committee refuses to call a meeting. a meeting may be called 

upon five days' notice by a majority of the members of the committee. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1060, §1O.J 

9744. Notice of elected chainnan. 
Within five days after a committee meets for its organizational meeting, the 

newly elected chairperson of the committee shall notify the county elections official 
of his or her name. The elections official shall mail a certificate to that effect to the 
Secretary of State. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §18.J 

9745. Duesj failure to pay. 
Each committee may establish annual dues not to exceed twenty-four dollars 

($24) per year for elected, ex officio and alternate members. The committee may 
remove members or alternates for nonpayment of dues. 
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PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 9764. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1060, §10.) 

PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

9750. Applicability of this part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to the organization, operation, and 

functions of that political party known as the Peace and Freedom Party of Califor· 
nia. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §10.) 

Chapter 2. Members of Central Committees 

Article 1. Members 

9760. When central committees elected. 
At each direct primary election, members of central committees shall be elected 

in each county. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9761. Registration figures. 
For the purposes of this chapter, the registration figures used shall be those taken 

from the statement of voters and their political affiliations transmitted by the county 
clerks to the Secretary of State on the 135th day prior to the next direct primary 
election. 

(Added by 5lalS. 1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9762. Number of members to be elected 
The number of members of central committees to be elected in a county shall be 

the greater of: 
(a) The number seven; or 
(b) The integernearest the resulting quotient obtained by dividing 400 times the 

number of Peace and Freedom Party registered voters in the county by the number 
of Peace and Freedom Party registered voters in the state. 

However, the number of members of central committees to be elected in a county 
shall be five if the number of Peace and Freedom Party registered voters in the 
county is less than 150. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §10J 

9763. Method of electing members. 
In each county where the number of members of central committees to be elected 

is 12 or less, the members shall be elected in a countywide, at large district. In each 
county where the number to be elected is 13 or greater, the members shall be elected 
by supervisorial district, except in Los Angeles County and in the City and County 
of San Francisco, wherein the members shall be elected by Assembly district . 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1056, §10J 

9764. Number to be elected from supervisorial or assembly districts. 
The number to be elected from each supervisorial or Assembly district shall be 

the greater of: 
<a) The number one; or 
(b) The integer nearest the resulting quotient obtained by dividing the number 

of members to be elected in that county times the number of Peace and Freedom 
Party registered voters in the district by the number of Peace and Freedom Party 
registered voters in the county. 

273 1993 



9765. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

If the procedure outlined above would result in less members being elected in 
a county than the number to which the county is entitled under Section 9762, the 
calculation in subdivision (b) shall be repeated using a number of Peace and 
Freedom Party registered voters in the county sufficiently smaller than the actual 
number in the county so as to give a total number of members of central committees 
to be elected equal to or the nearest amount which is greater than the number to 
which the county is entitled. 

(Added by stats. 1975, c. 1056, §10J 

9765. Persons nominated declared elected as member. 
Each person receiving a Peace and Freedom Party nomination for any partisan 

public office at the preceding direct primary election or at any special election 
subsequent thereto shall be declared elected as a member of central committees. 
Any members elected pursuant to this section shall be in addition to the number a 
county is entitled to elect pursuant to Section 9762. 

(Added by stats. 1975, c. 1056, §lOJ 

Article 2. Election 

9770. Computation of members allotted. 
The Secretary of State, no later than the 125th day before the direct primary 

election, shall compute the number of members of central committees to be elected 
in each county and shall mail a certificate to that effect to the county clerk of each 
county, to the chairperson of the Peace and Freedom Party State Central Committee, 
and to the chairperson of record of each Peace and Freedom Party County Central 
Committee. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9771. Computation of members allotted. . 
The county clerk, no later than the 115th day before the direct primary election, 

shall compute the number of members of central committees to be elected in each 
supervisorial or Assembly district if the election of said members is to be by 
supervisorial or Assembly district pursuant to this chapter. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c.1056, §1O.! 

9772. Conditions for candidate's name to appear on ballot. 
In each county, the name of each candidate for member of central committees 

shall appear on the ballot only if she or he has: 
(a) Filed a nomination paper pursuant to Division 6 (commencing with Section 

6000) of this code, signed in the candidate's behalf by the voters of the central 
committee election district in which she or he is a candidate; or 

(b) Has qualified to have her or his name printed on the direct primary ballot as 
a candidate for the Peace and Freedom Party nomination to a partisan public offlce. 

(Amended by stats. 1976, c. 1438, §9.14J 

9773. Residence of candidate. 
In counties where members of central committees are to be elected by super

visorial or Assembly district, a person seeking election as a member of central 
committees may seek election only in the supervisorial or Assembly district in 
which he or she resides. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §lOJ 

9774. Residence of candidate. 
A person qualifying as a candidate for member of central committees by virtue 

of qualification to have her or his name appear on the primary ballot for a partisan 
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PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 9781. 

public office shall have her or his name listed on the ballot for member of central 
committees only in the central committee election district of her or his residence. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §10') 

9775. Nomination papers. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, a person may obtain and 

circulate nomination papers both for nomination to a public office and for election 
as a member of central committees. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §10.! 

9776. Number of sponsors. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the number of sponsors 

which shall be required of a person to be a candidate for member of central 
committees shall be the lesser of: 

(a) Not less than 20 nor more than 30, or 
(b) Not less than 2 percent of the number of voters registered as affiliated with 

the Peace and Freedom Party in the central committee election district. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §10.! 

9m. Number of sponsors. 
Nothwithstanding any other provision of this code, up to three candidates for 

member of central committees in a single central committee election district may 
have their names listed on a single sponsor's certificate, and the Signatures thereon 
shall be counted toward the sponsor requirement of each and every candidate 
whose name is listed on the certificate. However, in no case shall the number of 
candidates having their names on a sponsor's certificate exceed the number of 
members of central committees to be elected in the district. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §10.) 

9779. Include members and candidates on official lists. 
The county clerk of each county shall include the office of member of central 

commi ttees and the candidates therefor in a place and manner similar to the office 
of county central committee and the candidates therefor on various official lists 
published pursuant to Sections 6464, 6465, 6585, and 6587 . 

. (Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §10.) 

9780. Order of names on baUot. 
The order of appearance of the names of the candidates for member of central 

committees on the ballot shall be determined by a public drawing held at the time, 
place and manner prescribed for determining the order of names of county central 
committee members pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of 
Division 8 of this code. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1438, §9.16.) 

9781. Fonn of direct primary ballot. 
The office of member of central committees shall be placed on the direct primary 

ballot under the heading "Party Central Committees" in the place and manner 
designated for the office of county central committee pursuant to Chapter 2 
(commencing with Section 10200) of Division 80f this code. The subheading printed 
under party central committees on the direct primary ballot shall be in substantially 
the following form: 

Member of Peace and Freedom Party 
Central Committees, 55th Assembly District 

or 
Member of Peace and Freedom Party 
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Central Committees, Alpine County 
(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1438, §9.17.i 

9782, Dual membership prohibited, 
A party nominee for partisan office qualifying to be declared elected as a 

member of central committees pursuant to Section 9765 shall not be additionally 
declared directly elected as a member of central committees pursuant to Section 
9783 and shall not possess a multiple membership on either the state central 
committee or on a county central committee. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c.1056, §1O.i 

9783. Conditions for election of candidate. 
In each county the number of candidates for member of central committees to 

be elected in each central committee election district who receive the highest 
number of votes shall be declared elected. The names and votes of all nominees for 
partisan public office qualified for central committees membership pursuant to 
Section 9765 shall be excluded from the list of candidates for member of central 
committees and disregarded in the determination of the candidates with the highest 
number of votes. 

No write-in candidate for member of central committees shall be declared 
elected, however, unless that candidate has received a number of votes equal to or 
greater than 2 percent of the number of party members voting in the central 
committee election district at the direct primary, or 20 votes, whichever is less. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1056, §1O.i 

9784. Certificate of election. 
A certificate of election shall be issued to each elected member of central 

committees by the officers charged with that duty of issuing certificates of election 
to members of county central committees under Section 6615. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §9.18.! 

9785. Report of votes cast 
The votes cast for each candidate for member of central committees shall be 

included in the canvass and statement of results in a manner similar to the vote for 
each candidate for county central committee pursuant to Division 12 (commencing 
with Section 17000) of this code. 

(Amended by Siais. 1976, c. 1438, §9.19.! 

9786. Certification to Secretary of State. 
The final total of votes cast for each candidate for member of central committees, 

including the name, address and ballot designation of each such candidate, and a 
specification as to which candidates were declared elected shall be certified to the 
Secretary of State forthwith upon completion of the official canvass. The county 
clerk shall simultaneously send one copy of this final certification to the chairperson 
of the Peace and Freedom State Central Committee. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1056, §lO.i 

9787. Certified list of elected members. 
As soon as practicable after the direct primary election, the Secretary of State 

shall prepare a certified list by county of all elected Peace and Freedom Party 
members of central committees, including their addresses and primary election 
ballot designations. The Secretary of Sta\e shall send copies of the list to the 
registrars of voters of Los Angeles and San Francisco Counties on or before the 20th 
day of July following the direct primary election. This list shall be maintained for 
public inspection by said registrars of voters until a subsequent such list is received. 

(Added by Slals.1979, c. 14, §61.) 
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PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 

Chapter 3. State Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9790. Membership to state central committee. 

9801. 

At the convention meeting of the state central committee, the state central 
committee shall consist initially of only those members of central committees 
elected at the most recent direct primary election. 

(Added by 5tat5. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9790.5. Notice sent to elected central committee members. 
The Secretary of State, no later than the 20th day of July following the direct 

primary election, shall send a notice by mail to each of the elected members of 
central committees which shall inform that person of the following: 

(a) That he or she has been elected as a member of the central committee. 
(b) The date, time, and location of the convention meeting of the state central 

committee. 
The Secretary of State shall send with this notice a copy of the certified list 

provided for in Section 9787. 
(Added by 5tat5.1979, c. 14, §62.! 

9791. Appointments to membership. 
At its convention and subsequent meetings the state central committee. in its 

sole discretion, may appoint such additional members to the state central commit· 
tee as it may desire. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9792. Balance of members. 
The state central committee may require a balance of elected and appointed 

members so that 50 percent of the state central committee members from each 
county are women and 50 percent are men. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9793, Qualification for appointment. 
No person shall be appointed to membership on the state central committee 

unless she or he is registered as a voter affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party 
or would register as a voter affiliated with the party if not legally prohibited from 
doing so. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §lOJ 

9794. Removal of appointive member. 
This committee may remove any elected or appointed member who during the 

term of membership affiliates with or registers as a member of another political 
party, publicly advocates that the voters should not vote for the nominee of the 
party for any office, publicly gives support to or avows a preference for a candidate 
of another party or candidate who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this 
party, or has violated the bylaws or constitution of the state central committee. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §lOJ 

Article 2. Meetings 

9801. Frequency of meetings. 
The state central committee shall hold meetings not less than once during each 

year. ./ 
(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 
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Article 3. General Business 

9810. Duties of chairperson. 
The state central committee's convention meeting shall be called to order by the 

chairperson of the committee at 10 a.m. on the Saturday on which it is to be held. 
I! shall at once proceed to the election of temporary chairpeople, 50 percent of 
whom shall be women and 50 percent of whom shall be men. This committee may 
hold such election by alphabetical rollcall by county if a majority of its members 
vote to do so. The state central committee shall elect such other temporary officers 
as it may determine. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9811. Duties of temporary chairpeople. 
The temporary chairpeople shall appoint such committees as the state central 

committee may direct. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §10.! 

9812. Election of officers; adoption of platform. 
The convention meeting of the state central committee shall elect the officers of 

the state central committee and adopt the party's platform, which shall be made 
public upon its adoption. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §10') 

9813. Method of vote. 
The vote on any issue at the convention meeting of the state central committee 

may be by alphabetical rollcall by county if a majority of its members vote to do so, 
or such other method as may be prescribed by this committee. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9814. Conduct of convention proceedings. 
The proceedings at the convention meeting of the state central committee shall 

be governed by any manual of parliamentary procedure designated by this com
mittee. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c.1056, §1O.! 

9815. Selection of executive committee. 
This committee may select from its membership an executive committee to 

which it may grant all or any portion of its powers and duties. If this committee 
grants any portion of its powers to an executive committee, it shall provide for the 
election to its executive committee of any number of persons it shall determine, 50 
percent of whom shall be women and 50 percent of whom shall be men. All officers 
of the state central committee shall be members of any executive committee so 
selected. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §10.! 

9816. Term of chairperson. 
The chairperson of the state central committee shall serve a two-year term but 

shall not succeed herself or himself, and the chairperson shall alternate each 
biennium between the northern and southern territories. The boundary between 
the northern and southern territories of the state shall be that latitudinal line 
coinciding with the northern boundaries of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San 
Bernardino Counties. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 
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PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY 9822. 

9816.5. Certificate of elected chairperson. 
The Secretary of State, within 10 days after the convention meeting of the state 

central committee, shall ascertain who is the newly elected chairperson of the state 
central committee and shall mail a certificate to that effect, including the chairper
son's address and telephone number, to the county clerk of each county. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 14, §63.! 

9817. Tenn of elected officers. 
All officers elected at the convention meeting of the state central committee shall 

serve for two-year terms, unless a shorter term is specified by the committee. Any 
officer of the state central committee may be removed by a majority vote of the state 
central commi ttee. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9819. Party campaigns. 
This committee shall conduct party campaigns for this party and in behalf of the 

candidates of this party. It shall appoint committees and appoint and employ 
campaign directors and perfect whatever campaign organizations it deems suitable 
or desirable and for the best interest of the party. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.! 

9820. Appointment of interim committees. 
The state central committee shall have power to appoint interim county central 

committees in the following counties: 
(a) Counties in which the voters have not elected one or more members of central 

committees in the direct primary election preceding the organization of this com
mittee. 

(b) Counties in which all members of a county central committee are removed 
from office or cease to be registered as affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party. 

Persons appointed to in~erim county central committees pursuant to this section 
shall meet the qualifications otherwise required of appointees to membership on 
the county central committees. Notice of any appointments pursuant to this section 
shall be filed by the state central committee with the county clerk of the county for 
which such interim county central committee is appointed and with the Secretary 
of State. Interim county central committees appointed pursuant to this section shall 
have all the powers and privileges afforded county central committees by this part. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.) 

9821. Definition of quorum. 
A quorum of this committee is 10 percent of the entire membership, represented 

in person. However, the committee may make rules and regulations establiShing a 
different quorum requirement, and any proviSions so made shall supersede the 
provisions of this section. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1056, §10.! 

9822. Designation of national political party. 
The state central committee shall designate by resolution the national political 

party with which the Peace and Freedom Party is affiliated, and shall file a copy of 
such resolution signed by the chairperson and one other officer of this committee 
with the Secretary of State. In the event of controversy over the national affiliation 
of the party, the most recent resolution filed shall be determinative. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1056, §10') 
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9823. DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

9823. Nomination of presidential candidates. 
In each year of the general election at which electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States are to be chosen, the convention meeting of the state 
central rommitteeshall also nominate as the candidates of its party as many electors 
of President and Vice President of the United States as the state is then entitled to, 
50 percent of whom shall be women and 50 percent men, unless an odd number of 
electors is to be chosen, in which case the difference between the number of women 
and men shall be not more than one. The chairperson of the state central committee 
shall certify the name of each elector nominated, and the elector's residence address 
to the Secretary of State. 

(Added by Slats. 1975, c.1056, §10J 

Chapter 4. County Central Committee 

Article 1. Members 

9831. Appointment of additional members. 
At its first meeting on the second Tuesday in Jul y following the direct primary 

election and at subsequent meetings, a county central committee, in its sole discre
tion, may appoint such additional members to the county central committee as it 
may desire. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9832. Balance of members. 
A county central committee may require a balance of elected and appointed 

committee members to create a total membership division of 50 percent women 
and 50 percent men. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9833. Qualification for appointment. 
No person shall be appointed to membership on a county central committee 

unless she or he is registered as a voter affiliated with the Peace and Freedom Party 
in the county, or is a resident of the county who would register as a voter affiliated 
with this party if not legally prohibited from doing so. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1056, §10J 

9834. Removal of member for absence. 
Any member of a committee who misses more than three consecutive regularly 

scheduled meetings may be removed by a vote of the committee concerned, unless 
the member's absence is caused by illness or temporary absence from the county 
on the date of the meeting. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9835. Removal of member for residence. 
The removal of residence by an elected or appointed member of a county central 

committee from the county from which the member was elected shall constitute 
the member's automatic resignation from the committee. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 

9836. Removal of member for political affiliation. 
A committee may remove any elected or appointed member who during the 

term of membership affiliates with or registers as a member of another political 
party, publicly advocates that the voter should not vote for the nomineeof the party 
for any office, publicly gives supJXlrt to or avows a preference for a candidate of 
another party or candidate who is opposed to a candidate nominated by this party, 
or has violated the bylaws or constitution of the committee. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1056, §1OJ 
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PART 5. PEACE AND FREEDOM PARlY 9853. 

9837. Notice of appointment. 
Whenever any person is appointed to a committee, the chairperson of the 

committee shall file notices of the appointment with the county clerk and the 
chairperson of the state central committee within 30 days after it is made. The 
notices shall contain the name and address of the person appointed and shall 
indicate the date of the appointment. 

(Added by 5tat5. 1975, c.1056, §1O.) 

9838. Appointment of interim committee. 
If no members of central committees have been elected in a county at the 

preceding direct primary election OT, if for any reason all the members of a county 
central committee are removed from office or cease to be registered as affiliated as 
members of the Peace and Freedom Party, then an interim county central committee 
with full powers may be appointed by the state central committee under the 
procedures specified in Section 9820. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.) 

Article 2. Meetings 

9842. Meetings in a state building. 
The Department of General Services shall pennit any committee which desires 

to do so to hold meetings in a state building within the county, at least one of which 
meetings each month shall be without charge. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §1O.) 

9843. Meetings accessible to physically handicapped. 
All meetings of the committee shall be held in quarters which shall be accessible 

to the physically handicapped. 
(Added by 5tat5.197B, c. 533, §4J 

Article 3. General Business 

9850. Party campaign. 
A committee shall have Charge of the party campaign under general direction 

of the state central committee or of the executive committee selected by the state 
central committee. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §IOJ 

9851. Rules and regulations. 
A committee may make rules and regulations providing for the following: 
<al How officers of the committee may be removed. 
(b) How meetings may be called, and any proviSions so made shall supersede 

anything in this chapter to the contrary. 
(c) Whether or not proxies may be used and the conditions under which they 

may be used. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1056, §1O.) 

9852. Committee duties. 
The committees shall perform other duties and services for this political party 

as seem to be for the benefit of the party. They shall continue to function and exist 
until the members of the new committees take office after the succeeding direct 
primary election. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c. 1056, §1O.) 

9853. Members may call meeting. 
If the chairperson of a committee refuses to call a meeting, a meeting may be 

called upon five days' notice by a majority of the members of the committee. 
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(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1056, §1O.) 

9854, Notice of elected chairperson. 

DIVISION 7. POLITICAL PARTIES 

Within five days after a rommittee meets for its organizational meeting, the 
newly elected chairperson of the committee shall notify the county elections official 
of his or her name. The elections official shall mail a certificate to that effect to the 
Secreiary of State. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 970, §19.) 

PART 6. OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES 

9950. Applicability of this part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to political parties not otherwise provided 

for in the division. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 429, §3.) 

9951. Requirements for qualification of new political party. 
Whenever a group of electors desires to qualify a new political party meeting 

the requirements of Section 6430, said group shall form a political body by: . 
<a) Holding a caucus or convention at which temporary officers shall be elected 

and a party name designated, which name shall not conflict with that of any existing 
party or political body which has previously filed notice pursuant to subdivision 
(b). 

(b) Filing formal notice with the Secretary of State that the political body has 
organized, elected temporary officers, and declared an intent to qualify a political 
party pursuant to Section 6430. The notice shall ineIude the names and addresses 
of the temporary officers of the political body. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 429, §3.) 

9952. Notice of political party. 
Upon receipt of the notice specified in Section 9951, the Secretary of State shall 

notify each county clerk of the name of the political body and its intent to qualify 
as a political party. 

In preparing the statement of voters and their political affiliations, the county 
clerks shall tabulate by political affiliation the affidavits of registration of members 
of political parties qualified pursuant to Section 6430, and political bodies formally 
declaring an intent to qualify as political parties pursuant to Section 9951. All other 
affidavits of registration, except those of persons declining to state a political 
affiliation, shall be tabulated as miscellaneous registrations. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 429, §3') 

9953, Party affidavits of registration. 
A political body within the first 70 days after filing the formal notice required 

by Section 9951, is entitled upon request to the Secretary of State, to have counted 
toward its qualification as a political party affidavits of registration in which voters 
declared affiliation with the political body prior to the date the political body filed 
the formal notice with the Secretary of State. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 429, §3) 

9954. Abandonment of qualification. 
If by the 135th day before any primary election, a political body filing notice 

pursuant to Section 9951 has not qualified as a political party pursuant to Section 
6430, the political body shall be considered to have abandoned its attempt to qualify 
as a political party and shall be ineligible to participate in the following primary. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 429, §3.) 
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PART 6. OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES 9956. 

9955. Procedwes for activities. 
Until otherwise provided for by statute, a political party newly qualified pursu

ant to Section 6430 shall carry on its activities in accordance with procedures 
applicable to such other political party which has detailed statutory provisions 
applicable to its operation as shall be designated by the newly qualified party. The 
temporary officers of the newly qualified political party elected pursuant to Section 
9951 shall file notice ofits selection with the Secretary of State not later than 30 days 
after the political party qualifies. 

(Amended by Stats. 1986, c. 1277, §1l.) 

9956. Procedures for presidential primary. 
Any political party newly qualifying pursuant to Section 6430 shall conduct its 

preSidential primary election in accordance with procedures applicable to such 
other political party which has detailed statutory provisions applicable to its 
preSidential primary as shall be designated by the newly qualified party. 

If a newly qualified political party has not elected permanent officers, the 
temporary officers shall notify, on or before February 1 of the presidential primary 
year, the Secretary of State of the designated procedures the party has selected for 
its presidential primary. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 429, §3.i 
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Chapter 1. Preparation and Distribution of Ballots; Election Expenses 10003. 

DIVISION 8. BALLOTS 
Chapter 1. Preparation and Distribution of Ballots; Election Expenses 

10000. Expenses paid from county treasuries. 
All expenses, authorized and necessarily incurred in the preparation for and 

conduct of elections as provided in this code, shall be paid from the several county 
treasuries, except that when an election is called by the governing body of a city, 
the expenses shall be paid from the treasury of the city. All payments shall be made 
in the same manner as other county or city expenditures are made. The clerk, in 
providing the materials required by this division, need not utilize the services of 
the county or city purchasing agent. 

(Amended by 5tats.1975, c. 1158, §4.) 

10001. Ballot paper watermark. 
All ballot paper and punchcards used by any jurisdiction holding an election 

pursuant to the laws of California, shall be tinted and watermarked or overprinted 
with a design, to be furnished by the Secretary of State, so that the watermark or 
overprint shall be plainly discernible. 

(Amended by Slats. 1980, c. 963, §2.) 

10001.5. Secretary of State to supply ballot paper. 
The Secretary of State shall obtain and keep on hand a sufficient supply of tinted 

ballot paper, and shall obtain and keep on hand a backup supply of tinted punch
cards, to be furnished, in quantities ordered, to any jurisdiction holding an election 
pursuant to the laws of California, upon payment of the cost of the ballot paper or 
punchcards. 

(Amended by 5tals.1980, c. 963, §1.) 

10002. Regulations governing punchcard manufacture, distribution and 
inventory. 

The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations governing the manufacture, 
distribution, and inventory control of punchcards and requiring the periodic 
inspection of the manufacturing and storage facilities involving punchcards. The 
Secretary of State shall also approve each punchcard manufacturer prior to a 
manufacturer providing punchcards for use in California elections. 

(Added by 5tals.1980, c. 963, §25.) 

10002.5. Punchcard purchasing procedures. 
Before any user may purchase punchcards, the user shall request in writing a 

release for a specific quantity of such punchcards from the Secretary of State. If the 
request is in order, the Secretary of State shall then issue a written release for that 
quantity to the manufacturer, or to the authorized warehouse, and to the user. The 
format, text, and use of the request and release shall be governed by regulations 
adopted by the Secretary of State . 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a verbal request or verbal 
release provided that such verbal request or verbal release is immediately ron~ 
firmed in writing. The regulations shall expressly deny the manufacturing of 
punchcards without a specific release. 

(Added by 5tat5.1980, c. 963, §3.) 

10003. Authorization for storing unused ballot paper; destruction of unused 
ballot paper. 

No user, vendor, or manufacturer shall warehouse for a subsequent election any 
ballot paper or punchcards furnished or released by the Secretary of State for a 
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specific election without first obtaining authorization in writing from the Secretary 
of State for such storage. The authorization shall include the particular details of 
the amount to be stored so that audit controls may be established and maintained. 
Any such ballot paper or punchcards not used in that election, not authorized to 
be retained for subsequent elections, and not returned to the Secretary of State shall 
be destroyed. A certificate of destruction setting forth the date of destruction and 
the amount of such ballot paper or punchcards destroyed shall be transmitted to 
the Secretary of State. 

(Added by 5tats.1980, c. 963, §4.! 

10004. Revolving fund for purchase of ballot paper. 
There shall be a revolving fund for the purchase of ballot paper and punchcards. 

The fund shall be continuously appropriated and shall be continuously utilized 
without regard to fiscal years for the payment of expenses incurred by the Secretary 
of State in accordance with the provisions of this section. The fund shall be used 
for the purchase of ballot paper and punch cards as provided in this chapter and 
shall be reimbursed by the receipts from the jurisdiction obtaining the ballot paper 
or punchcards in accordance with this chapter. The fund shall at all times be intact 
and represented either by cash in the State Treasury, ballot paper or punchcards in 
the custody of the Secretary of State, or accounts receivable representing ballot 
paper or punchcard sales. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1978, c. 940, §U 

10005. Providing and printing of ballots. 
The person in charge of elections for any county, city and county, city, or district 

shall provide ballots for any elections within his jurisdiction and shall cause to be 
printed on them the name of every candidate whose name has been certified to or 
filed with the proper officer pursuant to law and who, therefore, is entitled to a 
place on the appropriate ballot. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1158, §1O.) 

10006. Disqualification of ballots. 
Ballots not printed in accordance with this chapter shall not be cast nor counted 

at any election. 
(Amended by 5tats.1975, c. 1158, §13.) 

10007. Preparation of sample ballots. 
By at least 29 days before the primary, each county clerk shall prepare separate 

sample ballots for each political party and a separate sample nonpartisan ballot, 
placing thereon in each case in the order provided in Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 10200) of Division 8 of this code, and under the appropriate title of each 
office, the names of all candidates for whom nomination papers have been duly 
filed with him or her or have been certified to him or her by the Secretary of State 
to be voted for in his or her county at the primary election. The sample ballot shall 
be identical to the official ballots, except as otherwise provided by law. The sample 
ballots shall be printed on paper of a different texture from the paper to be used for 
the official ballot. One sample ballot of the party to which the voter belongs, as 
evidenced by his or her registration, shall be mailed to each voter entitled to vote 
at the primary not more than 40 nor less than 10 days before the election. A 
nonpartisan sample ballot shall be so mailed to each voter who is not registered as 
intending to affiliate with any of the parties participating in the primary election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 32, §6.! 

10008. Preparation and fonn of list of delegates. 
At the time the county clerk prepares sample ballots for each political party at 

the presidential primary, he shall also prepare a list of candidates for delegates for 
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Chapter 1. Preparation and Distribution of Ballots; Election Expenses 10010.5. 

each political party. The names of the candidates for delegates of any political party 
shall be arranged upon the list of candidates for delegates of that party in parallel 
columns under their preference for President. The order of groups on the list shall 
be alphabetically according to the names of the persons they prefer appear upon 
the ballot. Each column shall be headed in boldface la-point, gothic type as follows: 
"The following delegates are pledged to ." (The blank being filled in with 
the n?me of that candidate for presidential nominee for whom the members of the 
group have expressed a preference.) The names of the candidates for delegates shall 
be printed in eight-pOint, roman capital type. 

Copies of the list of candidates for delegates of each party shall be submitted by 
the county derk to the chairman of the county central committee of that party, and 
the county clerk shall post a copy of each list in a conspicuous place in his office. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1975, c. 1158, §15.) 

10009. Submit copy of sample ballot to central committee and candidates. 
The county clerk shall forthwith submit the sample ballot of each political party 

to the chairman of the county central committee of that party and shall mail a copy 
to each candidate for whom nomination papers have been filed in his office or 
whose name has been certified to him by the Secretary of State, to the post office 
address as given in the nomination paper or certification, and he shall post a copy 
of each sample ballot in a conspicuous place in his office. 

(Amended by 5tats.1975, c.1158, §16.) 

10010. Preparation and mailing of sample ballots; notice of polling place 
location. 

Each county clerk or, in case of separate city elections, the clerk or secretary of 
the legislative body of the city, for each election shall cause to be printed, on plain 
white paper or tinted paper, without watermark, at least as many copies of the form 
of ballot provided for use in each voting precinct as there are voters in the precinct. 
These copies shall be designated 'sample ballot" upon their face and shall be 
identical to the official ballots used in the election, except as otherwise provided by 
law. A sample ballot shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to each voter not more than 
40 nor less than 10 days before the election. 

The county clerk or clerk or secretary shall send notice of the polling place to 
each voter with the sample ballot. Only offidal matter shall be sent out with the 
. sample ballot as provided by law. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 32, §7.) 

10010.2. Polling place location notice to include accessibility to handicapped. 
The notice of the polling place which is sent to each voter as provided in Section 

10010 shall inform the voter as to whether the polling place is accessible to the 
physically handicapped. In addition, such notice shall inform the voter of his rights 
under Section 14234, if applicable. 

(Added by 5tats. 1979, c. 494, §2.) 

10010.5. Party contributor envelope; form. 
In each county, the county central committee of each qualified political party 

may supply to its county clerk, not less than 83 days prior to the direct primary 
election, a party contributor envelope or a one-page letter, in which both sides may 
be utilized, to be included in the mailing of the sample ballot to each of that political 
party's registered voters in the county. In lieu of supplying the clerk with a 
sufficient number of copies of the one-page letter, a county central committee may 
supply the clerk, not less than 83 days before the direct primary election, with the 
text of the letter and request the clerk to print, or cause to be printed, a sufficient 
number of copies of the letter to accommodate the mailing. The clerk shall notify 
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the respective county committee of, and the committee shall reimburse the county 
for, any actual costs incurred by the inclusion or printing, or both. The clerk may, 
prior to acting pursuant to this section, require the county committee to post a bond 
to ensure such reimbursement. 

Each envelope or letter shall contain a space for the name and address of the 
contributor and shall contain language which informs the contributor of the man
ner in which the money received shall be spent. The language on the envelope or 
letter shall not contain words critical of any other political party. 

All funds received by the return of such party contributor envelopes or in 
response to the letters shall be kept separate from all other funds and shall be kept 
in a fund (account) to be established in each county. Any funds which are prohibited 
under federa11aw from being used for candidates for federal office shall be further 
segregated and any portion allocated to candidates shall be disbursed only to 
candidates for state office. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 875, §J.! 

10011. Services to voters who register after the 54th day. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 10007, 10008, 10010, and 10012, 
sample ballots and candidates' statements need not be mailed to voters who 
registered after the 54th day before an election, but all such voters shall receive 
polling place notices and state ballot pamphlets. Each such voter shall receive a 
notice in bold print that states: "Because you are a late registrant, you are not 
receiving a sample ballot or candidates' statements." 

(Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 429, §4) 

10012. Preparation and form of candidate statement. 
(a) Each candidate for nonpartisan elective office in any local agency, including 

any city, county, city and county or district, may prepare a candidate's statement 
on an appropriate form provided by the clerk. The statement may include the name, 
age and occupation of the candidate and a brief description of no more than 200 
words, of the candidate's education and qualifications expressed by the candidate 
himself or herself. However, the governing body of the local agency may authorize 
an increase in the limitations on words for the statement from 200 to 400 words. 
The statement shall not include the party affiliation of the candidate, nor member
ship or activity in partisan political organizations. The statement shall be filed in 
the office of the clerk when his or her nomination papers are returned for filing, if 
it is for a primary election, or for an election for offices for which there is no primary. 
The statement shall be filed in the office of the clerk no later than the 88th day before 
the election, if it is for an election for which nomination papers are not required to 
be filed. If a runoff election or general election occurs within 88 days of the primary 
or first election, the statement shall be filed with the clerk by the third day following 
the governing body's dedaration of the results from the primary or first election. 
Except as provided in Section 10012.3, the statement may be withdrawn, but not 
changed, during the period for filing nomination papers and until 5 p.m. of the next 
working day after the close of the nomination period. 

(b) The clerk shall send to each voter together with the sample ballot, a voter's 
pamphlet which contains the written statements of each candidate that is prepared 
pursuant to this section. The statement of each candidate shall be printed in type 
of uniform size and darkness, and with uniform spacing. The clerk shall provide a 
Spanish translation to those candidates who wish to have one, and shall select a 
person to provide that translation from the list of approved Spanish language 
translators and interpreters of the superior court of the county or from an institution 
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 
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Chapter 1. Preparation and Distribution of Ballots: Election Expenses 10012.3. 

(c) The local agency may estimate the total cost of printing, handling, translating, 
and mailing the candidate's statements filed pursuant to this section, including 
costs incurred as a result of complying with the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended, and may require each candidate filing a statement to pay in advance to 
the local agency his or her estimated pro rata share as a condition of having his or 
her statement included in the voter's pamphlet. In the event the estimated payment 
is required, the receipt for the payment shall include a written notice that the 
estimate is just an approximation of the actual cost that varies from one election to 
another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate, depending 
on the actual number of candidates filing statements. Accordingly, the clerk is not 
bound by the estimate and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the candidate for additional 
actual expense or refund any excess paid depending on the final actual cost. In the 
event of underpayment, the clerk may require the candidate to pay the balance of 
the cost incurred. In the event of overpayment, the clerk shall prorate the excess 
amount among the candidates and refund the excess amount paid within 30 days 
of the election. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to make any such statement or the 
authors thereof free or exempt from any civil or criminal action or penalty because 
of any false, slanderous or libelous statements offered for printing or contained in 
the voter's pamphlet. 

(e) Before the nominating period opens, the local agency for that election shall 
determine whether a charge shall be levied against that candidate for the candi
date's statement sent to each voter. This decision shall not be revoked or modified 
after the seventh day prior to the opening of the nominating period. A written 
statement of the regulations with respect to charges for handling, packaging, and 
mailing shall be provided to each candidate or his or her representative at the time 
he or she picks up the nomination papers. 

(0 For purposes of this section, and Section 10012.5, the board of supervisors 
shall be deemed the governing body of judicial elections. 

(Amended by 5tats.1992, c. 408, §1.! 

10012.1. Candidate's statement for judicial offices. 

In addition to the restrictions set forth in Section 10012, any candidate's state
ment submitted pursuant to Section 10012 by a candidate for judicial office shall be 
limited to a recitation of the candidate's own personal background and qualifica
tions and shall not in any way make reference to other candidates for judicial office 
or to another candidate's qualifications, character, or activities. The clerk shall not 
cause to be printed or circulated any statement which the clerk determines is not 
SO limited or which includes any such references. 

(Added by 5tats. 1980, c. 54, §l.) 

10012.3. Alleged indigency; procedures. 
Notwithstanding Section 10012, if a candidate alleges to be indigent and unable 

to pay in advance the requisite fee for submitting a candidate statement, the 
candidate shall submit to the local agency a statement of financial worth to be used 
in determining whether or not he or she is eligible to submit a candidate statement 
without payment of the fee in advance. 

The statement of financial worth shall be submitted by the candidate together 
with his or her candidate statement in accordance with the deadline specified in 
Section 10012. The statement of financial worth form shall be furnished by the local 
agency and may include questions relating to the candidate's employer, income, 
real estate holdings, tangible personal property, and financial obligations. The 
candidate shall certify the content of the statement as to its truth and correctness 
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under penalty of perjury. The candidate shall also sign a release fonn of the 
candidate's most recent federal income tax report. 

Upon receipt of a statement of financial worth, a determination shall be made 
by the local agency of whether or not the candidate is indigent and shall notify the 
candidate of its findings. 

If it is determined that the candidate is not indigent the candidate shall within 
three days of the notification, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and state holidays, 
withdraw the statement or pay the requisite fee. H the candidate fails to respond 
within the time prescribed, the local agency shall not be obligated to print and mail 
the statement. 

If the local agency determines that the candidate is indigent the local agency 
shall print and mail the statement. 

Nothing in this section shall prohibit the clerk from billing the candidate his or 
her actual pro rata share of the cost after the election. 

(Added by Stats.1987, c. 859, §2.! 

10012.5. Applicability of Section 10012. 
Prior to the nomination period for an election, the governing body of the local 

agency conducting the election may determine that the provisions of Section 10012 
are inapplicable to such election. This section shall become operative only if the 
United States Supreme Court or the California Supreme Court rules that candidates 
(other than indigent candidates) may not be required to pay for candidates' 
statements authorized pursuant to Section 10012. 

(Added by Stats. 1978, c. 1288, §2.! 

10012.7. Confidentiality of candidate's statement. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of the California Public Records Act (Chapter 

3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code), the statements filed pursuant to Section 10012shall remain confidential until 
the expiration of the filing deadline. 

(Added by Stats.1981, c.1114, §16.! 

10013. Voter's pamphlet statement. 
Each voter's pamphlet prepared pursuant to Section 10012 shall contain a 

statement in the heading of the first page in heavy-faced gothic type, not smaller 
than la-point, that (1), the pamphlet does not contain a complete list of candidates 
and that a complete list of candidates appears on the sample ballot (if any candidate 
is not listed in the pamphlet); and that (2), each candidate's statement in the 
pamphlet is volunteered by the candidate, and (if printed at the candidate's 
expense) is printed at his expense. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 429, §5.J 

10013.5. Copy of voters pamphlet available for examination; provisions to 
amend or delete information. 

Not less than 10 calendar days before the clerk submits the official voters 
pamphlet referred to in Section 10012 for printing, the clerk shall make a copy of 
the voter's pamphlet available for public examination in the clerk's office. Any 
person may obtain a copy of the voter's parriphlet-from the clerk for use outside of 
the clerk's office. The clerk may charge a fee to any person obtaining a copy of the 
material. which fee shall not exceed the actual cost incurred by the clerk in 
providing the copy. 

During the 10-calendar-day examination period provided by this section, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the clerk, himself or 
herself, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the 
material in voter's pamphlet to be amended or deleted. A peremptory writ of 
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Chapter 1. Preparation and Distribution of Baltots; Etection Expenses 10017. 

mandate or an injunction shall issue only upon dear and convincing proof that the 
material in question is false, misleading, or inconsistent with the requirements of 
this chapter, and that issuance of the writ or injunction will not substantially 
interfere with the printing or distribution of official election materials as provided 
by law. The clerk shall be named as respondent and the candidate who authored 
the material in question shall be named as the real party in interest. In the case of 
the clerk bringing the mandamus or injunctive action, the board of supervisors of 
the county shall be named as the respondent and the candidate who authored the 
material in question shall be named as the real party in interest. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 882, §2.J 

10014. Binding of ballots. 
When printed all ballots shall be bound in stub books, of such size as the clerk 

may determine. A record of the number of ballots printed shall be kept by the officer 
authorizing the printing. 

(Amended by Stats.1975, c. 1158, §23.J 

10015. Voters may seek writ of mandate. 

(a) (1) Any voter may seek a writ of mandate alleging that an error or omission 
has occurred or is about to occur in the placing of any name on, or in the printing 
of, a ballot, sample ballot, voter pamphlet or other official matter, or that any neglect 
of duty has occurred or is about to occur. 

(2) A peremptory writ of mandate shall issue only upon proof that the error, 
omission, or neglect is in violation of this code or the Constitution and that issuance 
of the writ will not substantially interfere with the conduct of the election. 

(3) The action or appeal shall have priority over all other civil matters. 
(b) Venue for a proceeding under this section shall be exclusively in Sacramento 

County in any of the following cases: 
(1) The Secretary of State is named as a real party in interest or as a respon

dent. 
(2) A candidate for statewide elective office is named as a party. 
(3) A statewide measure that is to be placed on the ballot is the subject of the 

proceeding. 
(Amended by Stat5.1991, c. 393, §l1.J 

10016. Loss or destruction of ballots. 

In the case of the prevention of an election in any precinct by the loss or 
destruction of,the ballots intended for that precinct, the inspector or other precinct 
officer for that precinct shall make an affidavit setting forth the fact and transmit it 
to the Governor. Upon receipt of the affidavit, the Governor may and upon the 
application of any candidate for any office to be voted for by the voters of that 
precinct the Governor shall, order a new election in that precinct. 

(Amended by Stats. 1975, c. 1158, §27.J 

10017. Notice for absent voting on sample ballot envelope; type size. 

The officer charged with the duty of providing sample ballots for any election 
at which absent voter ballots may be cast shall cause to be printed on the envelope 
containing the sample ballot in heavy-faced gothic type, not smaller than 12-point, 
the following: 

Notice: Absent Voter Ballot Application Enclosed. 
(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 649, §2.J 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 

10200. Scope of chapter. 
All ballots used in all elections shall be governed by the provisions of this chapter 

unless otherwise specifically provided. 
(Added by Slals.1975, c.1158, §30.J 

10200.5. Only one form of ballot. 
All voting shall be by ballot. There shall be provided at each polling place, at 

each election at which public officers are to be voted for, but one form of ballot for 
all candidates for public officel except that for partisan primary elections one form 
of ballot shall be provided for each qualified political party as well as one form of 
nonpartisan ballot. At such partisan primary elections each voter not registered as 
intending to afflliate with any one of the political parties participating in the election 
shall be furnished only a nonpartisan ballot. The nonpartisan ballot shall contain 
only the names of all candidates for nonpartisan offices and measures to be voted 
for at the primary election. Each voter registered as intending to affiliate with a 
political party participating in the election shall be furnished only a ballot of the 
political party with which he is registered and the nonpartisan ballot both of which 
shall be printed together as one ballot in the form prescribed by Section 10207. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c. 1158, §30.J 

10201. Contents of ballot. 
Every ballot shall contain: 
(a) The title of each office arranged to conform as nearly as practicable to the 

plan set forth in this chapter. 
(b) The names of all qualified candidates except that: 

(1) Instead of the names of candidates for delegate to the national conventions 
there shall be printed the names of the presidential candidates to whom they are 
pledged or the names of candidates for chairmen of party national convention 
delegations. 

(2) Instead of the names of candidates for presidential electors there shall be 
printed in pairs the names of the candidates of the respective parties for President 
and Vice President of the United States. These names shall appear under the title 
''President and Vice President." 

(c) The titles and summaries of measures submitted to vote of the voters. 
(Added by Slals.1975, c.1158, §30.J 

10203. Form of ballot heading. 
Across the top of the ballot shall be printed in heavy-faced gothic capital type 

not smaller than 30-point, the words "OFFICIAL BALLOT." However, if the ballot 
is no wider than a single column, the words "OFFICIAL BALLOT" may be as small 
as 24-point. Beneath this heading. in the case of a partisan primary election, shall 
be printed in 18-point boldfaced gothic capital type the official party designation 
or the words "NONPARTISAN BALLOT" as applicable. Beneath the heading line 
or lines, there shall be printed, in boldface type as large as the width of the ballot 
makes possible, the number of the congressional, Senate, and Assembly district, 
the name of the county in which the ballot is to be voted, and the date ofthe election. 

(Amended by Stals. 1977, c. 1205, §47.J 

10204. Form of instructions to voters. 
At least three-eighths of an inch below the district designation shall be printed 

the instructions to voters. The instructions shall begin with the words "lI\JSTRUC
nONS TO VOTERS:" in no smaller than 16-point gothic condensed capifal type. 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 10205. 

Thereafter there shall be printed in 10-point gothic type such of the following 
directions as are applicable to the ballot: 

"To vote for a candidate for Chief Justice of California; Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court; Presiding Justice, Court of Appeal; or Associate Justice, Cou'rt of 
Appeal, stamp a cross (+) in the voting square after the word "Yes," to the right of 
the name of the candidate. To vote against that candidate, stamp a cross (+) in the 
voting square after the word "No," to the right of the name of that candidate," 

"To vote for any other candidate of your selection, stamp a cross in the voting 
square to the right of the candidate's name. When justices of the Supreme Court or 
court of appeal do not appear on the ballot, the instructions referring to voting after 
the word "Yes" or the word "No" will be deleted and the above sentence shall 
read: "To vote for a candidate whose name appears on the ballot, stamp a cross (+) 
in the voting square to the right of the candidate's name." Where two or more 
candidates for the same office are to be elected, stamp a cross (+) after the names 
of all candidates for the office for whom you desire to vote, not to exceed, however, 
the number of candidates to be elected." 

"To vote for a qualified write-in candidate, write the person's name in the blank 
space provided for that purpose after the names of the other candidates for the 
same office." 

"To vote on any measure, stamp a cross (+) in the voting square after the word 
"Yes" or after the word "No." 

"All distinguishing marks or erasures are forbidden and make the ballot void." 
"If you wrongly stamp, tear, or deface this ballot, return it to the precinct board 

member and obtain another." 
"On absent voter ballots mark a cross (+) with pen or pencil." 
The instructions to voters shall be separated by a no smaller than a two-point 

rule from the portion of the ballot which contains the various offices and measures 
to be voted on. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §48.J 

10205. Additional instructions to voters. 
Additional instructions to voters shall appear on the ballot prior to those 

provided for in Section 10204 under the following conditions. 
(a) In a primary election at which candidates for delegate to national convention 

are to be voted upon, the instructions shall read: 
"To vote for the group of candidates preferring a person whose name appears 

on the ballot, stamp a cross (+) in the square opposite the name of the person 
preferred. To vote for a group of candidates not expressing a preference for a 
particular candidate, stamp a cross (+) in the square opposite the name of the 
chairman of the group." 

(b) In elections when electors of President and Vice President of the United States 
are to be chosen, there shall be placed upon the ballot, in addition to the instructions 
to voters as provided in this chapter, an instruction as follows: 

liTo vote for all of the electors of a party, stamp a cross (+) in the square opposite 
the names of the presidential and vice presidential candidates of that party. A cross 
(+) stamped in the square opposite the name of a party and its presidential and vice 
presidential candidate is a vote for all of the electors of that party, but for no other 
candidates." 

If a group of candidates for electors has been nominated under the proVisions 
of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 6800) of Division 6, and has under the 
provisions of Article 1 (commencing at Section 6800) of that chapter designated the 
names of the candidates for President and Vice President of the United States for 
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whom those candidates have pledged themselves to vote, the instructions to voters 
shall also contain the following: 

"To vote for those electors who have pledged themselves to vote for a candidate 
for President and Vice President not supported by any particular party stamp a 
cross (+) in the square opposite the names of those presidential and vice presidential 
candidates." 

If a group of candidates for electors has been nominated by a party not qualified 
to participate in the election, the instructions to voters shall also contain the 
following: 

"To vote for those electors who have pledged themselves to vote for a candidate 
for President and for Vice President of any party not qualified to participate in the 
election write in the names and party of those presidential and vice presidential 
candidates in the blank space provided for that purpose." 

(Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1438, §10.6.! 

10206. Partisan offices designation. 
On the partisan ballot used in a direct primary election, immediately below the 

instructions to voters, there shall be a box one-half inch high enclosed by a 
heavy-ruled line the same as the borderline. This box shall be as long as there are 
columns for the partisan ballot and shall be set directly above these columns. Within 
the box shall be printed in 24-point boldfaced gothic capital type the words 
''Partisan Offices," 

The same style of box shall appear over the columns of the nonpartisan part of 
the ballot and within the box in the same style and point size of type shall be printed 
"Nonpartisan Offices." 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1158. §30.! 

10207. Form of ballot. 
There shall be printed on the ballot in parallel columns the following: 
(a) The respective offices, 
(b) The names of candidates with sufficient blank spaces to allow the voters to 

write in names not printed on the ballot, and 
(c) Whatever measures have been submitted to the voters. 
In the case of a ballot which is intended for use in a party primary and which 

carries both partisan offices and nonpartisan offices, a vertical solid black line shall 
divide the columns containing partisan offices, on the left, from the columns 
containing nonpartisan offices, on the right. 

The standard width of columns containing partisan and nonpartisan offices shall 
be three inches but a-county clerk may vary the width of such columns up to 10 
percent more or less than the three-inch standard. However, the column containing 
presidential and vice presidential candidates may be as wide as four inches. 

Any measures that are to be submitted to the voters shall be printed in one or 
more parallel columns to the right of the columns containing the names of candi
dates and shall be of sufficient width to contain the title and summary of each 
measure. To the right of each title and summary shall be printed, on separate lines, 
the words "Yes" and 'No." 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1158, §30.! 

10208. Voting square. 
In the right-hand margin of each column light vertical lines shall be printed in 

such a way as to create a voting square after the name of each candidate for partisan 
office, nonpartisan office (except for justice of the Supreme Court or court of 
appeal), or for chairman of a group of candidates for delegate to a national 

1993 294 

I 
I 

" I 
I 
I 
I 

" I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 10211. 

convention who express no preference for a presidential candidate. In the case of 
Supreme Court or appellate justices and in the case of measures submitted to the 
voters, the lines shall be printed so as to create voting squares to the right of the 
words "Yes" and "No." The voting squares shall be used by the voters to express 
their choices as provided for in the instruction to voters. 

The standard voting square shall be at least three-eighths of an inch square but 
may be up to one-half inch square. Voting squares for measures may be as tall as 
is required by the space occupied by the title and summary. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c. 1205, §48.5.) 

10208.5. Bilingual ballot. 
Whenever a foreign translation of the ballot is required by the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965, as amended by Public Law 94-73, to appear on the ballot as well as the 
English language version, the ballot, including a ballot reference page or pages as 
specified in Section 10330, may be so designed as to place the foreign translation to 
the right of the voting square. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 667, §19.) 

10209. Candidate change of name. 
If a candidate changes his or her name within one year of any election, the new 

name shall not appear upon the ballot unless the change was made by: 
(a) Marriage 
(b) Decree of any court of competent jurisdiction. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1158, §30') 

10210. Designation of candidate's political party. 
In the case of candida tes for partisan office in a general election or in a special 

election to fill a vacancy in the office of Representative in Congress, State Senator, 
or Member of the Assembly, immediately to the right of and on the same line as 
the name of the candidate, or immediately below the name, if there is not sufficient 
space to the right of the name, there shall be printed in eight-point roman lowercase 
type the name of the qualified political party with which the candidate is affiliated. 

In the case of candidates for President and Vice President, the name of the party 
shall appear to the right of and equidistant from the pair of names of such 
candida tes. 

If for a general election any candidate has received the nomination of any 
additional party or parties, the name(s) shall be printed to the right of the name of 
the candidate's own party. Party names of a candidate shall be separated by 
commas. If a candidate has qualified for the ballot by virtue of an independent 
nomination, the word "Independent" shall be printed instead of the name of a 
political party in accordance with the above rules. 

(Added by 5lats. 1975, c. 1158, §30.) 

10210.5 No title or degree. 
No title or degree shall appear on the same line on a ballot as a candidate's name, 

either before or after the candidate'S name, in the case of any election to any office. 
(Added by 5Ials.1977, c. 750, §2') 

10211. Candidate ballot designations. 
(a) With the exception of candidates for Justice of the State Supreme Court or 

court of appeal, immediately under the name of each candidate, and not separated 
from the name by any line, may appear at the option of the candidate only one of 
the following designations: 

(1) Words designating the elective city, county, district, state, or federal office 
which the candidate holds at the time of filing the nomination documents to which 
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he or she was elected by vote of the people, or to which he or she was appointed, 
in the case of a superior, municipal, or justice court judge. 

(2) The word "incumbent" if the candidate is a candidate for the same office 
which he or she holds at the time of filing the nomination papers, and was elected 
to that office by a vote of the people, DT, in the case of a superior, municipal, or 
justice court judge, was appointed to that office. 

(3) No more than three words designating either the current principal pro
fessions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate, or the principal professions, 
vocations, or occupations of the candidate during the calendar year immediately 
preceding the filing of nomination documents. For purposes of this section, all 
California geographical names shall be ronsidered to be one word. 

(4) The phrase "appointed incumbent" if the candidate holds an office other 
than a judicial office by virtue of appointment, and the candidate is a candidate for 
election to the same office, or, if the candidate is a candidate for election to the same 
office or to some other office, the word "appointed" and the title of the office. In 
either instance, the candidate may not use the unmodified word "incumbenf' or 
any words designating the office unmodified by the word "appointed." However, 
the phrase "appointed incumbenf' shall not be required of a candidate who seeks 
reelection to an office which he or she holds and to which he or she was appointed, 
as a nominated candidate, in lieu of an election, pursuant to Sections 5326 and 5328 
of the Education Code or Section 8873, 9373, 9723, 22843.5, 22844, or 23520 of the 
Elections Code. 

(b) Neither the Secretary of State nor any other election official shall accept a 
designation that: 

(1) Would mislead the voter. 
(2) Would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, 

expert, virtuous, or eminent. 

(3) Abbreviates the word "retired" or places it following any word or words 
which it modifies. 

(4) Uses a word or prefix, such as "former" or "ex-," which means a prior 
status. The only exception is the use of the word "retired." 

(5) Uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for 
the ballot. 

(6) Uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group. 

(7) Refers to any activity, which activity is prohibited by law. 
(c) H upon checking the nomination documents the election official finds the 

designation to be in violation of any of the restrictions set forth in this section, the 
election offIcial shall notify the candidate by registered or certified mail return 
receipt requested, addressed to the mailing address appearing on the candidate's 
nomination documents. 

(1) The candidate shall, within three days from the date of receipt of the 
notice, appear before the election officer or, in the case of the Secretary of State, 
notify the Secretary of State by telephone, and provide an alternate designation. 

(2) In the event the candidate fails to provide an alternate designation, no 
designation shall appear after the candidate's name. 

(d) No designation given by a candidate shall be changed by the candidate after 
the final date for filing nomination documents, except as specifically requested by 
the elections official as specified in subdivision (c) or as provided in subdivision 
(e). 

(e) The designation shall remain the same for all purposes of both primary and 
general elections, unless the candidate, at least 83 days prior to the general election, 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 10212. 

requests in writing a different designation which the candidate is entitled to use at 
the time of the request. 

(f) In all cases words so used shall be printed in 8-point roman uppercase and 
lowercase type except that if the designation selected is so long that it would conflict 
with the space requirements of Sections 10207 and 10221, the elections official shall 
use a type size for the designation for each candidate for that office sufficiently 
smaller to meet these requirements. 

(g) Whenever a foreign language translation of a candidate's designation is 
required under the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.c.A. Sec. 1971) to appear on 
the ballot in addition to the English language version, it shall be as short as possible, 
as consistent as is practicable with this section, and shall employ abbreviations and 
initials wherever possible in order to avoid undue length. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c.1178, §3.5.! 

10212. Rules for determining incumbent after reapportionment. 

At the first elections for Representative in Congress, State Senator, Assembly
man and Members of the Board of Equalization in each congressional, senatorial, 
Assembly, and Board of Equalization district following reapportionment acts of the 
Legislature redefining the boundaries of the congressional, senatorial, Assembly, 
and Board of Equalization districts pursuant to Section 6 of Article IV, Section 17 
of Article XIlI, and Section 1 of Article XXI of the Constitution, that candidate who 
shall be deemed the incumbent in a given district for purposes of the election shall 
be: 

(a) That candidate who is running for the same office which he then holds and 
who is running for reelection in a district which has the identical boundaries and 
number as the district from which he was last elected. 

(b) In the event there is no candidate to whom the provisions of subdivision (a) 
apply, the incumbent shall be that candidate who is running for the same office 
which he then holds and who is running for reelection in a district which has the 
identical boundaries as the district from which he was last elected, but which has 
a different number. 

(c) In the event there is no candidate to whom the provisions of subdivision (a) 
or (b) apply, the incumbent shall be that candidate who is running for the same 
office which he then holds and who is running for reelection in a district which has 
the identical number as the district from which he was last elected; provided, 
however, that a candidate for the office of Member of the Assembly shall be 
considered the incumbent in such case only if the district bearing the same number 
is located in the same county as the district which previously bore that number. 

(d) In the event there is no candidate to whom the provisions of subdivision (a), 
(b), or (c) apply, the incumbent shall be that candidate who is running for the same 
office which he then holds and who is running for reelection in a district which 
contains some portion of the territory previously contained within the district from 
which he was last elected; provided, that in a new district which contains portions 
of the territory of more than one former district the incumbent shall be that 
candidate the greater portion of the territory of whose former district is included 
within the new district. 

If there is no candidate in a given district to which any of the above provisions 
apply, the incumbent shall be any person who is a candidate for the same office 
which he then holds who fulfills the residential requirements of law for candidacy 
within the district. 

(Amended by Slats. 1983, c. 6, §l.lsl. Ex. 5ess.) 
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10213. Order of office precedence on ballot 
The order of precedence of offices on the ballot shall be as listed below for those 

offices and measures which apply to the election for which this ballot is provided. 
Beginning in the column to the left: 

(a) Under the heading, PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT: 
Nominees of the qualified political parties and independent nominees for 

President and Vice President. 
(b) Under the heading, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

(1) Names of the presidential candidates to whom the delegates are pledged. 
(2) Names of chairmen of unpledged delegations. 

(c) Under the heading, STATE: 
(I) Governor. 
(2) Ueutenant Governor. 
(3) Secretary of State. 
(4) Controller. 
(5) Treasurer. 
(6) Attorney General. 
(7) Insurance Commissioner. 
(8) Member, State Board of Equalization. 

(d) Under the heading, UNITED STATES SENATOR: Candidates or nominees 
to the United States Senate. 

(e) Under the heading, UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE: Candidates or 
nominees to the House of Representatives of the United States. 

(I) Under the heading, STATE SENATOR: Candidates or nominees to the State 
Senate. 

(g) Under the heading, MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY: Candidates or 
nominees to the Assembly. 

(h) Under the heading, COUNTY COMMITTEE: Members of County Central 
Committee. 

(i) Under the heading, JUDICIAL: 
0) Chief justice of California. 
(2) Associate justice of the Supreme Court. 
(3) Presiding justice, Court of Appeal. 
(4) Associate Justice, Court of Appeal. 
(5) judge of the Superior Court. 
(6) judge of the Municipal Court. 
(7) judge of the justice Court. 
(8) Marshal. 
(9) Constable. 

(j) Under the heading, SCHOOL: 
0) State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
(2) County Superintendent of Schools. 
(3) County Board of Education Members. 
(4) College District Governing Board Members. 
(5) Unified District Governing Board Members. 
(6) High School District Governing Board Members. 
(7) Elementary District GovernIng Board Members. 
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(k) Under the heading, COUNTY: 
(1) County Supervisor. 
(2) Other offices in alphabetical order by the title of the office. 

(1) Under the heading, CITY: 
(1) Mayor. 
(2) Member, City Council. 
(3) Other offices in alphabetical order by the title of the office. 

(m) Under the heading, DISTRICT: 

10216. 

Directors or trustees for each district in alphabetical order according to the name 
of the district. 

(n) Under the heading, MEASURES SUBMITTED TO VOTE OF VOTERS and 
the appropriate heading from subdivisions (a) through (m), above, ballot measures 
in the order, state through district shown above, and within each jurisdiction, in 
the order prescribed by the official certifying them for the ballot. 

In order to allow for the most efficient use of space on the ballot in counties 
which use a voting system, as defined in Section 15009, the county clerk may vary 
the order of subdivisions (il, (k), (1), and (m) as well as the order of offices within 
these subdivisions; provided, however, that the office of State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction shall always precede any school, county, or city office. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 2, §1.! 

10214. Names the same on all ballots. 
The group of names of candidates for any partisan office or nonpartisan office 

shall be the same on the ballots of all voters entitled to vote for candidates for that 
office, except that in partisan primary elections, the names of candidates for 
nomination to partisan office shall appear only on the ballots of the political party, 
the nomination of which they seek. 

(Added by 5tals.1975, c. 1158, §30') 

10215. All ballots the same. 
All ballots of the same sort prepared by any county clerk, clerk or secretary of a 

legislative body, or other person having charge of preparing ballots for the same 
polling place shall be precisely the same size, arrangement, quality and tint of 
paper, and kind of type, and shall be printed with black ink of the same tint, so that 
without the numbers on the stubs it is impossible to distinguish anyone of the 
ballots from the other ballots of the same sort. The names of all candidates printed 
upon the ballot shall be in type of the same size and character. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1158, §30') 

10216. Rules for printing candidates on ballot. 
Candidates for each office shall be printed on the ballot in accordance with the 

following rules: 
(a) The names of presidential candidates to whom candidates for delegate to the 

national convention are pledged and the names of chairmen or chairwomen of 
groups of candidates for delegate expressing no preference shall be arranged on 
the primary election ballot by the Secretary of State by the names of the candidates 
in accordance with the randomized alphabet as provided for in Section 10217 in the 
case of the ballots for the First Assembly District. Thereafter, for each succeeding 
Assembly district, the name appearing first in the last preceding Assembly district 
shall be placed last, the order of the other names remaining unchanged. 

(b) The names of the pairs of candidates for President and Vice President shall 
be arranged on the general election ballot by the Secretary of State by the names of 
the candidates for President in accordance with the randomized alphabet as 
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provided for in Section 10217 in the case of the ballots for the First Assembly 
District. Thereaiter, for each succeeding Assembly district, the pair appearing first 
in the last preceding Assembly district shall be placed last, the order of the other 
pairs remaining unchanged. 

(c) In the case of all other offices, the candidates for which are to be voted on 
throughout the state, the Secretary of State shall arrange the names of the candidates 
for the office in accordance with the randomized alphabet as provided for in Section 
10217 for the First Assembly District. Thereafter, for each succeeding Assembly 
district, the name appearing first in the last preceding Assembly district shall be 
placed last, the order of the other names remaining unchanged. 

(d) If the office is that of Representative in Congress or member of the State Board 
of Equalization, the Secretary of State shall arrange the names of candidates for the 
offlce in accordance with the randomized alphabet as provided for in Section 10217 
for that Assembly district which has the lowest number of all the Assembly districts 
in which candidates are to be voted on. Thereafter, for each succeeding Assembly 
district in which the candidates are to be voted on, the names appearing first in the 
last preceding Assembly district shall be placed last, the order of the other names 
remaining unchanged. 

(e) If the office is that of State Senator or Member of the Assembly, the county 
clerk shall arrange the names of the candidates for the office in accordance with the 
randomized alphabet as provided for in Section 10217 unless the district encom
passes more than one county, in which case the arrangement shall be made 
pursuant to subdivision 0). 

(£) H the office is to be voted upon wholly within, but not throughout, one county, 
as in the case of municipal, district, county supervisor, municipal court, justice 
court, and county central committee offices, the official responsible for conducting 
the election shall determine the order of names in accordance with the randomized 
alphabet as provided for in Section 10217. 

(g) If the office is to be voted on throughout a single county and there are not 
more than four Assembly districts wholly or partly in the county, the county clerk 
shall determine the order of names in accordance with the randomized alphabet as 
provided for in Section 10217 for the first supervisorial district. Thereafter, for each 
succeeding supervisorial district, the name appearing first for each office in the last 
preceding supervisorial district shall be placed last, the order of the other names 
remaining unchanged. 

(h) If there are five or more Assembly districts wholly or partly in the county, 
an identical procedure shall be followed except that rotation shall be by Assembly 
district, commencing with the Assembly district which has the lowest number. 

(i) H the office is that of State Senator or Member of the Assembly and the district 
includes more than one county, the county clerk in each county shall conduct a 
drawing of the letters of the alphabet, pursuant to the same procedures specified 
in Section 10217. The results of the drawing shall be known as a county randomized 
ballot and shall be used only to arrange the names of the candidates when the 
district includes more than one county. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 773, §1.J 

10217. Drawing of randomized alphabet 
The Secretary of State shall conduct a drawing of the letters of the alphabet, the 

result of which shall be known as a randomized alphabet. The procedure shall be 
as follows: 

(a) Each letter of the alphabet shall be written on a separate slip of paper each 
of which shall be folded and inserted into a capsule. Each capsule shall be opaque 
and of uniform weight, color, size, shape, and texture. The capsules shall be placed 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 10217. 

in a container which shall be shaken vigorously in order to mix them thoroughly. 
The container then shall be opened and the capsules removed at random one at a 
time. As each is removed, it shall be opened and the letter on the slip of paper read 
aloud and written down. The resulting random order of letters constitutes the 
randomized alphabet which is to be used in the same manner as the conventional 
alphabet in determining the order of all candidates in all elections. For example, if 
two candidates with the surnames Campbell and Carlson are running for the same 
office, their order on the ballot will depend on the order in which the letters M and 
R were drawn in the randomized alphabet drawing. 

(b) There shall be four such drawings, three in each even-numbered year and 
one in each odd-numbered year. Each drawing shall be held at 11 a.m. on the date 
specified in this subdivision. The results of each drawing shall be mailed immedi
ately to each county clerk or other official responsible for conducting an election to 
which the drawing is applicable who shall use it in determining the order on the 
ballot of the names of the candidates for office. 

The first such drawing shall take place on the 62nd day before the April general 
law city elections and shall apply to those elections and any other elections held at 
the same time. 

The second shall take place on the 82nd day before the direct primary in June of 
an even-numbered year and shall apply to all candidates on the ballot in that 
election. 

The third shall take place on the 82nd day before the November general election 
of an even-numbered year and shall apply to all candidates on the ballot in the 
November general election. 

In the case of the June primary election and the November general election, the 
Secretary of State shall certify and transmit to each county clerk the order in which 
the names of federal and state candidates, with the exception of candidates for State 
Senate and Assembly, shall appear on the ballot. The clerk shall determine the order 
on the ballot of all other candidates using the appropriate randomized alphabet for 
that purpose. 

The fourth drawing shall take place on the 82nd day before the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November of the odd-numbered year and shall apply to 
all candidates on the ballot in the elections held on that date. 

In the event there is to be an election of candidates to a special district, school 
district, charter city, or other local government oody at the same time as one of the 
four major election dates specified above and the last possible day to file nomina
tion papers for the local election would occur after the date of the drawing for the 
major election date, the procedure set forth in Section 10217.5 shall apply. 

(c) Each randomized alphabet drawing shall be open to the public. At least 10 
days prior to a drawing, the Secretary of State shall notify the news media and other 
interested parties of the date, time, and place of it. The president of each statewide 
association of local officials with responsibilities for conducting elections shall be 
invited by the Secretary of State to attend each drawing or send a representative. 
The state chairman of each qualified political party shall be invited to attend or send 
a representative in the case of drawings held to determine the order of candidates 
on the June primary election ballot, the November general election ballot, or a 
special election ballot as provided for in subdivision (d) of this section. 

(d) In the case of any special election for State Assembly, State Senate, or 
Representative in Congress, on the first weekday after the close of filing of nomi
nation papers for the office, the Secretary of State shall conduct a public drawing 
to produce a randomized alphabet in the same manner as provided for in subdivi
sions (a) and (c) of this section. The resulting randomized alphabet shall be used 
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for determining the order on the ballot of the candidates in both the primary election 
for the special election and in the special election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 758, §1.! 

10217.5. Special drawing for local government elections. 

In the case of an election of candidates in a special district, school district, charter 
city (whose charter does not provide to the contrary), or other local government 
body, occurring on other than one of the four major election dates specified in 
subdivision (b) of Section 10217, the official responsible for conducting the election 
shall, at the same time that the election is called, notify the Secretary of State by 
registered mail of the date of the election, the da te of the close of filing, and the last 
possible date for filing in the event there is an extension of filing due to an 
incumbent failing to file. The Secretary of State shall conduct a randomized alpha
bet drawing on the first weekday following the last possible day of filing for such 
an election according to the provisions of subdivision (a) of Section 10217. If two 
or more such drawings for local government elections would occur on the same 
date, the Secretary of State may use a single randomized alphabet drawing for all 
such elections. The Secretary of State shall communicate the results of the drawing 
by registered mail to each respective official responsible for conducting the election 
who shall use it to determine the order on the ballot of all candidates' names. All 
such drawings shall be open to the public. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1376, §15.l.! 

10217.7. City council may provide candidate name rotation. 
At any regular meeting of a city council held prior to the date on which the 

Secretary of State conducts the randomized alphabet drawing applicable to the 
regular municipal election under the provisions of Section 10217, or, W\der the 
provisions of Section 10217.5, applicable to a special election called to fill a vacancy 
on the city council, the city council may, by resolution, provide for the rotation on 
the ballot of the names of candidates for any elective city office. 

The resolution shall specify which regular statewide election precincts or, if 
precincts have been consolidated for purposes of the city election, which consoli
dated precincts shall constitute each cluster of precincts for purposes of the rotation 
of candidates' names on the ballot. 

As used in this section, a "cluster" shall consist of one or more precincts which 
need not be contiguous. The clusters of precincts shall be numbered in consecutive 
order for purposes of ballot rotation of candidates' names and the resolution shall 
list the clusters by number and identify which precincts are in each cluster. 

No duster of precincts shall contain a number of registered voters which is more 
than 10 percent greater or lesser than the average number of registered voters for 
a cluster as of the most recent estimate by the county clerk of the number of 
registered voters in each regular precinct in the city prior to the adoption of the 
resolution. The resolution shall set forth the total number of registered voters in 
each duster. 

The resolution shall specify that in the cluster designated as cluster number one, 
the names shall appear on the ballot in the order determined by the Secretary of 
State's randomized alphabet drawing. For each successive cluster the resolution 
shall specify the manner of determining the order of the candidates' names by 
applying the following: 

(a) If the number of candidates for an office is equal to or less than the number 
of clusters, in cluster number two and each successive cluster the name appearing 
first in the last preceding cluster shall be placed last, the order of the other names 
remaining unchanged. 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Baliots 10219.5. 

(b) If the number of candidates for an office is greater than the number of clusters, 
the former shall be divided by the latter. If the resulting quotient is a mixed number 
and the fractional part of the mixed number is less than one-half, the fraction shall 
be discarded. If the fractional part of the mixed number is one-half or greater, the 
quotient shall be raised to the next largest whole number. The whole number which 
results from this process shall be the number of candidates which, in cluster number 
two and each successive cluster, shall be taken from the beginning of the list and 
placed at the end of the list, the order of the other names remaining unchanged. 

No city may provide for rotation of candidates' names on the ballot for a 
particular election unless the resolution authorizing it, in accordance with the 
provisions of this section, is adopted by the city council at a regular meeting, at 
which the city clerk has provided cost estimates of such rotation, prior to the date 
of the randomized alphabet drawing applicable to the election. 

A city council resolution which provides for rotation of candidates' names 
pursuant to this section for any election which is consolidated with any county or 
state election shall also provide for the payment of computer programming, 
formatting, preparation, and all similar related administrative costs associated with 
development of the ballot on which those names appear. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 348, §1.! 

10218. Order of state measures on ballot. 
The order in which all state measures which are to be submitted to the voters 

shall appear upon the ballot is as follows: 
(a) Bond measures in the order in which they qualify. 
(b) Constitutional amendments in the order in which they qualify. 
(e) Other legislative measures in the order in which they are approved by the 

Legislature. 
(d) Initiative measures in the order in which they qualify. 
(e) Referendum measures in the order in which they qualify. 
(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1275, §23') 

10219. Numbering of measures. 
In an election at which state, county, city, or other local measures are submitted 

to a vote of the voters, all state measures shall be numbered in numerical order, as 
provided in this chapter or division. All county, city, or other local measures shall 
be designated by a letter, instead of a figure, printed on the left margin of the square 
containing the description of the measure, commencing with the letter "A" and 
continuing in alphabetical order, one letter for each such measure appearing on the 
ballot. 

An elections official may commence designating local measures with any letter 
of the alphabet following the letter" A" and continuing in alphabetical order in 
order to avoid voter confusion that might result from different local measures 
carrying the same letter designation in successive elections. 

Where two or more counties or cities submitting measures to the voters are in 
close proximity, the clerks of those counties or cities may mutually agree to use 
letter designation for ballot measures that will not conflict or confuse the voter. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 915, §12.! 

10219.5. Numbering of all state measures. 
Commencing with the November 2,1982, general election, all state measures in 

all elections at which state measures are submitted to a vote of the voters shall be 
numbered in a continuous sequence, commencing with the number "1" and 
continuing in numerical sequence for a period of 20 years from the year of 
commencement. 
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At the completion of a 20-year cycle, the numbering sequence shall recommence 
with the number "I" at the next election at which state measures are submitted to 
a vote of the voters. 

(Added by Stats.1983, c.l22, §1.) 

10220. Form of office heading on ballot. 
In the case of candidates for delegate to national convention, there shall be 

printed in boldface gothic type, not smaller than 12-point, across the column above 
the names of the persons preferred by the groups of candidates for delegates, the 
words, "President of the United States." The words "Vote for one group only" shall 
extend to the extreme right-hand margin of the column and over the voting square. 

In the case of candidates for President and Vice President, the words "Vote for 
One Party" shall appear just below the heading "President and Vice Presidenf' 
and shall be printed so as to appear above the voting squares for that office. The 
heading "President and Vice President" shall be printed in boldface 12-point gothic 
type and shall be centered above the names of the candidates. 

In the case of candidates for Justice of the Supreme Court and court of appeal, 
within the rectangle provided for each such candidate and immediately above the 
name of each such candidate, there shall appear the following: "For (designation 
of judicial office)." There shall be as many such headings as there are candidates 
for such judicial offices and such a heading shall not apply to more than one such 
judicial office. Underneath each heading shall appear the words "Shall (name of 
Justice) be elected to the office for the term prescribed by law?" 

In the case of all other candidates, each group of candidates to be voted on shall 
be preceded by the designation of the office for which they are running and the 
words "vote for one" or "vote for no more than two" or more according to the 
number to be nominated or elected. The designation of the office shall be printed 
flush with the left-hand margin in boldfaced gothic type not smaller than 8-point. 
The words, "vote for " shall extend to the extreme right-hand margin 
of the column and over the voting square. The designation of the office and the 
directions for voting shall be separated from the candidates by a light line. There 
shall be no line between the headings for federal or legislative offices and the 
designation of the office and the directions for voting. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 756, §4.) 

10221. Printing of candidate's name. 
The names of the candidates shall be printed on the ballot, without indentation, 

in roman capital, boldface type not smaller than eight-point, between light lines or 
rules at least three-eighths of an inch apart but no more than one-half inch apart. 
However, in the case of candidates for President and Vice President, the lines or 
rules may be as much as five-eighths of an inch apart. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c.1205, §50.3.) 

10222. Write-in spaces. 
Under the designation of each office shall be printed as many blank spaces, 

defined by light lines or rules at least three-eighths of an inch apart but no more 
than one-half inch apart, as there are candidates to be nominated or elected to the 
office. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §50.5.! 

10223. Major ballot headings; type size; rule size. 
Each group of names of candidates for a particular office shall be separated from 

the succeeding group by a three-point rule. Each series of groups shall be headed 
by the caption "President of the United States," "President and Vice President," 
"State," "United. States Senator," "United States Representative," "State Senator," 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Ballots 10227. 

"Member of the State Assembly," "County," or "City" or other proper general 
classification, as the case may be, printed in boldfaced gothic capital type, not 
smaller than 12-point. Each caption shall be separated from the names of the 
candidates beneath by a two-point line. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 27, §2.J 

10224. Border rules; stitching. 
The left-hand side of the first column of names on the ballot and the right-hand 

side of the last column of voting squares on the ballot shall be bordered by a 
six-point rule. The side edges of the ballot shall be one-half inch outside of the 
six-point down rule. The binding or stitching of each package of ballots shall be 
along the top or head of the ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1158, §30.) 

10225. Ballot stub. 
The ballots shall be printed on the same leaf with a stub not over one inch in 

depth. The stub shall be separated from the ballot by a horizontal perforated line 
or rule from side to side. Upon this stub shall be printed only the number of the 
ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1158, §30.) 

10226. Form of ballot; stubs, numbers, instructions. 
On each ballot a horizontal non-solid-ruled line shall extend across the top of 

the ballot one inch below the horizontal perforated line. The same number appear
ing on the stub shall be printed above the horizontal non-solid-ruled line within 
two inches of the left side of the ballot. Above this number shall be printed in 
parentheses in small type as follows: "(This number shall be tom off by precinct 
board member and handed to the voter)." The words '1 HAVE VOTED-HAVE 
YOU?" may also be printed immediately above or below the number. 

One-half inch to the right of the ballot number there shall be a short vertical 
perforated rule or line extending upward from the horizontal non-soUd-ruled line 
to the horizontal perforated line. Immedia tely above this horizontal non-solid
ruled line shall be printed in boldface lowercase type, at least 12-point in size, and 
enclosed in parentheses, the following: "Fold ballot to this line leaving top margin 
exposed." 

Aoove this printed direction and midway between it and the top edge of the 
ballot shall be printed in boldface uppercase type, at least 12-point in size, with the 
four middle words underlined or otherwise made prominent, the following: ''Mark 
crosses (+) on ballot ONLY WITH RUBBER STAMP; never with pen or pencil." 

Below this direction and midway between it and the next line shall be printed 
in boldface uppercase type, at least 12-point in size, enclosed in parentheses and 
with the first two and last five words underlined or otherwise made prominent, 
the following: (ABSENTEE BALLOTS MAY BE MARKED WITH PEN AND INK 
OR PENCIL.) 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1158, §30.) 

10227. Ballot numbering. 
The number on each ballot shall be the same as that on the corresponding stub, 

and the ballots and stubs shall be numbered consecutively in each county, or the 
ballots and stubs may be numbered consecutively within each combination of 
congressional, senatorial, and Assembly districts in each county. In a partisan 
primary election, the sequence of numbers on the official ballots and stubs for each 
party within each county, or within each such political subdivision in each county, 
shall begin with the number 1. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1158, §30.) 
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10228.1. Democratic presidential primary ballot. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, with respect to 

the Democratic Presidential Primary Ballot only, that ballot shall be printed and 
shall include only that information which is prescribed or is set forth in this section. 

(b) The instructions to the voters shall be modified to contain the following 
statement: 

"To vote for a delegate candidate whose pledged presidential preference ap
pears on the ballot in parenthesis next to the delegate's name, stamp a cross (+) in 
the square opposite the name of the delegate candidate. 

Stamp a cross (+) after the names of all delegate candidates for whom you desire 
to vote, not to exceed, however, the number of delegate candidates to be elected." 

(c) Notwithstanding Section 10220, the Democratic presidential primary portion 
of the ballot shall be printed immediately after the listing of all candidates seeking 
the nomination for elected federal and state office and prior to the listing of 
candidates for county central committee membership. 

(d) In the case of delegate candidates to the national convention, there shall be 
printed in boldface gothic type, not smaller than 12-point, across the column of each 
page and above the names of the groups of delegates, the words "President of the 
United States." Under the title "President of the United States," a statement shall 
indicate the total number of delegates listed, the number of pages of delegate 
listings, and the number of delegates to be elected. The words, "Vote for no more 
than delegates'l shall extend to the extreme right-hand margin of the 
column and over the voting square. There shall be two parallel, light lines separat
ing groups. of delegates. This portion of the ballot shall appear in the following 
form: 

PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

28 delegates are listed on pages 1 to 3. 
Vote for no more than 4 of the 28 delegates. 

Ann M. Mackey 
(Edward M. Kennedy) 

Pat ). Foster 
(Edward M. Kennedy) 

Rose King 
(Edward M. Kennedy) 

Eugene L. Paine 
(Edward M. Kennedy) 

Sandra Hughes 
(Unpledged Delegation) 

Paul Antilla 
(Unpledged Delegation) 

Sharon R. Fisher 
(Un led ed Dele p g 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Baliots 

Clay Fuller 
(Unpledged Delegation) 

JoyceE. Hee 
(Jimmy Carter) 

Tom Heuer 
(Jimmy Carter) 

Delegate Listing Continued on Next Page 

10230. 

(e) (1) Notwithstanding Section 10035 or 10338, if there are a greater number of 
delegate candidates than the number of whose names can be placed on one pair of 
facing pages, the clerk may use facing pages without having to use single sides. In 
addition, in printing the Democratic presidential primary portion of the ballot, the 
clerk shall not be required to rotate the groups of delegate candidates by precincts, 
and, in the case of the use of ballot cards, may split a group of candidates if the 
group cannot be accommodated on one ballot card. 

(2) If more than one pair of facing pages is used or if mOre than one ballot 
card is used in the printing of the presidential portion of the ballot, the clerk shall 
cause the ballot to be marked so as to indicate that delegate candidates are contained 
on the following page or pages. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 160, §37.) 

10229. Allowable changes in ballot format. 
If the county clerkof any county finds it necessary in connection with the use of 

any approved method of vote counting, he may provide for the following changes 
in the fannat of ballots in one or more precincts at any election: 

(a) Ballots may be bound and padded at the side. 
(b) The left and right edge of ballots may be trimmed to the edge of printed 

material. 

(c) A series of punched holes may be provided in the upper right-hand portion 
of each ballot. 

(d) The ballot number may be placed at any place along the top left-hand comer 
of the ballot. 

(e) A cutout section, not to exceed two inches in depth, commencing at the 
left-hand edge of the far right column of the ballot, may be provided along the top 
edge of the ballot. 

(0 Press perforations may be placed between columns of the ballot, from top to 
bottom, to permit the folding of the ballot at each perforation. 

(g) "Yes" and "No" columns where necessary, may be as narrow as one-quarter 
inch wide . 

(h) The instructions to voters may be placed at the bottom of the ballot instead 
of at the top of the ballot and an appropriate reference to the location of the 
instructions may be printed in the upper right portion of the ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1158, §30.) 

10230. Separate partisan and nonpartisan ballots. 
If the county clerk determines that due to the number of candidates and 

measures that must be printed on the ballot the ballot will be larger than may be 
conveniently handled, the county clerk may provide that a nonpartisan ballot shall 
be given to each partisan voter, together with his partisan ballot and that the 
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material appearing under the heading "Nonpartisan Offices" on partisan ballots, 
as well as the heading itself, shall be omitted from the partisan ballots. 

If the county clerk so provides, the procedure prescribed for the handling and 
canvassing of ballots shall be modified to the extent necessary to permit the use of 
two ballots by partisan voters. The county clerk may, in such case, order the second 
ballot to be printed on paper of a different tint and assign to those ballots numbers 
higher than those assigned to the ballots containing partisan offices. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1158, §30.! 

10230.1. Allowable changes in ballot format. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for the purpose of conducting the 

Democratic Party Presidential Primary Election, the Secretary of State may, if 
reasonably necessary to accommodate the limitations of a voter system or vote 
tabulating device, authorize the county clerks to do any or all of the following: 

(a) Vary the order of any office or measure listed in Section 10213 with the 
exception of President of the United States, United States Representative, State 
Senator, Member of the Assembly, and judicial offices. 

(b) Place any office listed in Section 10213 on a second ballot with the exception 
of United States Representative, State Senator, Member of the State Assembly, 
judicial offices, County Superintendent of Schools, County Board of Education 
Members, and county officers. 

(c) Place any ballot measure, other than a state measure, on a separate ballot. 
(Added by 5Ials.1983, c.1166, §41.! 

10231. Candidates with same name. 
The following rules apply whenever any person who is a candidate for any office 

believes that some other person with a name which is so similar that it may be 
confused with his name has filed or will file a nomination paper for the same office: 

(a) The candidate may, at the time of filing his nomination paper or within five 
days after the time for filing nomination papers has expired, file with the county 
clerk a statement which shall be in substance as follows: 
"I , believe that some other person, whose name is so similar to mine 
that it may be confused with mine, has filed or will file a nomination paper for the 
same office for which I have filed a nomination paper and I therefore request and 
direct that number be printed with my name on the ballot as a distin
guishing mark. 

Name 
Candidate for the office 

of ____________________ __ 

(b) The distinguishing mark shaIl be a number and shall be printed in large 
boldface type at the left of the name on the ballot. 

(c) If two or more candidates for the same office designate the same distinguish
ing number, the first candidate who filed his nomination papers shall have the 
number and other candidates who designate the same number may file papers 
designating other distinguishing numbers. 

(d) In addition to the designated number(s) which the county clerk shall place 
on the ballot when the above conditions are met, he or she shall place on the ballot, 
immediately following the designation of the office and immediately preceding the 
names of the candidates to be voted upon, the following warning in boldface type: 

"Warning! There are two (or whatever number) candidates for this office with 
identical names." 
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Chapter 2. Forms of Bailots 10235. 

This warning shall also beinc1uded, in boldface type and in a prominent manner, 
on any sample ballot, ballot pamphlet, or other mailing sent by the county clerk, 
prior to the election, to persons eligible to vote for this office. 

(Added by Slnts. 1975, c. 1158, §30.) 

10232. Different color for each party. 
The ballots shall have a different tint or color for each of the political parties 

participating in a primary election. The nonpartisan ballot shall have a different 
color from all the other (or white if all the others are colored). 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1158, §30.) 

10233. Term of office in title. 
If two or more officers are to be elected for the same office for different terms, 

the terms for which each candidate for the office is nominated shall be printed on 
the ballot as a part of the title of the office. If at a general election an office is to be 
filled for a full term and also for a vacancy in another term, the list of candidates 
for the full term shall be placed on the ballot under the designation of the office 
with the words ''Full Term" printed immediately after that designation, and the 
list of candidates to fill the vacancy shall be placed on the ballot under the 
designation of the office with the words "Short Term" printed immediately after 
that designation. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c.1158, §30.) 

10234. Double column may be used; provisions. 
In a municipal election, if the number of candidates for an office is such that all 

of the names will not fit in one column of reasonable length, a double column may 
be used and the following provisions shall apply: 

(a) The space between the two halves of the double column shall be less than 
that between the double column and any other columns on the ballot and the lines 
separating the columns and the two halves of the double column shall be printed 
so as to emphasize the fact that the candidates in the double column are running 
for the same office. 

(b) The designation of the office and any other words required to be at the top 
of a single column shall be printed across the top of the entire double column with 
no dividing line. The words "Vote for one," "Vote for two" or more, as the case 
may be, shall be centered over the entire double column and shall be printed below 
any other words at the top of the double column. 

(c) The names of the candidates including the blank space or spaces necessary 
to permit the voter to write in the names of persons not printed on the ballot shall 
be apportioned as equally as possible between the two columns. The odd space, if 
any, shall be included in the left-hand column. 

(d) The double column shall be used for no more than one office and for no more 
than one term for any office. 

(e) The order of names and blank spaces in the double column shall be the same 
as would apply to a single column with the left-hand side of the double column 
taken first. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c.1158, §30.J 

10235. Form of ordinance submitted as initiative measure. 
The ballots used when voting upon a proposed county, city, or district ordinance 

submitted to the voters of the respective local government as an initiative measure 
pursuant to Division 5 (commencing with Section 3500) shall have printed on them 
the words "Shall the ordinance (stating the nature thereof) be adopted?" Opposite 
the statement of the ordinance to be voted on, and to its right, the words ''Yes'' and 
"No" shall be printed on separate lines, with voting squares. If a voter stamps a 
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cross (+) in the voting square after the printed word "Yes," his or her vote shall be 
oounted in favor of the adoption of the ordinance. If he or she stamps a cross (+) in 
the voting square after the printed word "No," his or her vote shall be oounted 
against its adoption. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1983, c. 756, §6.) 

10236. Form of statute submitted as a referendum measure. 
The ballots used when voting upon a state, county, city. or district statute or 

ordinance referred to the voters of the respective jurisdiction 35 a referendum 
measure pursuant to Division 5 (commencing with Section 3500) shall have printed 
on them the words "Shall the statute (or ordinance) (stating the nature thereof, 
induding any identifying number or title) be adopted?" Opposite the statement of 
the statute or ordinance to be voted on and to its right, the words "Yes" and "No" 
shall be printed on separate lines, with voting squares. If a voter stamps a cross (+) 
in the voting square after the printed word "Yes," his or her vote shall be counted 
in favor of the adoption of the ordinance or statute. If he or she stamps a cross (+) 
in the voting square after the printed word "No," his or her vote shall be oounted 
against its adoption. 

(Added by 5tats. 1983, c. 756, §7.) 

Chapter 3. Voting Machines and Vote Tabulating Devices 

Article 1. Voting Machines 

10300. "Ballot label" definition. 
"Ballot label/' means that portion of cardboard, paper or other material placed 

on the front of a voting machine, containing the names of the candidates or a 
statement of a measure. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.J 

10301. Condensed statement for measure. 
The ballot labels for measures shall contain a condensed statement in, where 

possible, not more than 20 words of each measure to be voted on, accompanied by 
the words ''Yes'' and ''No.'' 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10302. Attorney General to compose condensed statement. 
The ballot label for measures to be voted on throughout the state shall be 

oomposed by the Attorney General and shall be a oondensed statement of the ballot 
title prepared by him. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10302.5. Public examination of condensed statement of a ballot title. 
Whenever the Attorney General prepares a condensed statement of a ballot title, 

the Attorney General shall me a oopy of the statement with the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall make a oopy of the statement available for public 
examination prior to the printing of the statement on any ballot. The public shall 
be permitted to examine the statement for at least 20 days, and the Secretary of State 
may consolidate the examination requirement under this section with the public 
examination requirements ~t forth in Section 3576. Any voter may seek a writ of 
mandate requiring any statement, or portion thereof, to be amended or deleted. 
The provisions set forth in Section 3576 concerning the issuance of the writ and the 
nature of the proceedings shall be applicable to this section. 

(Added by 5tats.1981, c. 77, §1.) 
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Chapter 3. Voting Machines and Vote Tabulating Devices 10321. 

10303. Ballot label printing specifications. 
The ballot label shall be printed by the clerk in black ink on clear material of such 

size as will fit the machine, of such color as may be determined by the clerk, and in 
as plain, clear type as the space will reasonably permit. 

(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246. §15.) 

10304. List is official ballot. 
The list of offices and candidates and the statements of measures used on the 

voting machines is an official ballot. 
(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.1 

10305. Sufficient ballot labels. 
The clerk shall furnish sufficient ballot labels for the voting machines used at 

any election. 
(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10306. Form of sample ballots. 
The officers or board charged with the duty of providing ballots for any polling 

place shall provide the polling place with two sample ballots which shall be 
arranged in the form of a diagram showing that part of the face of the voting 
machine which will be in use at that election. 

(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1 .5.) 

10307. Form of sample ballots. 
The sample ballots shall be either in full or reduced size and shall contain 

suitable illustrated directions for voting on the voting machine. 
(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.1 

10307.5. Sample ballots may be used as absentee ballots. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a county, city, or 

district using voting machines may use reasonable facsimiles of the sample ballots 
sent the voters of the local jurisdiction as absentee ballots. 

(AddeJJ by Stats. 1978, c. 219, §9.1 

10308. Delivery of ballot labels. 
The ballot labels shall be delivered to the officer in charge of the voting machines 

at least 30 days before the election. 
(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §15.) 

10309. County central committee ballot. 
At the presidential primary, if the voting machine will accommodate it, the 

county central committee election ballot shall be placed upon the voting machine 
together with the presidential primary ballot. 

(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §J.5.1 

Article 2. Vote Tabulating Devices 

10320. Form of ballot. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code, the ballots to be counted by 

means of electronic or electromechanical devices may be of such size, composition, 
texture, and may be printed in any type of ink or combination of inks that will be 
suitable for use in the counting devices in which they are intended to be placed. 

(AddeJJ by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10321. Columns width. 
The names of the candidates and the respective offices shall be printed on the 

ballot in parallel columns at least 2-1/2 inches wide. 
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(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10322. Presidential candidates. 

DIVISION 8. BALLOTS 

Where electromechanical vote tabulating devices are used to count all or part of 
the ballots, the names of presidential candidates may be printed in the same column 
as the names of candidates for other offices. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §J5.) 

10323. Printed or punched code marks. 
The ballots may contain printed code marks or punched holes which may be 

used for placing the ballots in correct reading position in the counting devices. The 
code marks or punched holes shall not be used in any way that will reveal the 
identi ty of the voters voting the ballots. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10324. Form of sample ballot. 
The sample ballot provided in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 10000) of 

this division shall be a substantial facsimile of the official ballot, including instruc
tions to voters. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.J 

10324.5. Sample ballots may be used as absentee ballots. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a county, city, or 

district using vote tabulating devices may use reasonable facsimiles of the sample 
ballots sent the voters of the local jurisdiction as absentee ballots. 

(Added by 5tats. 1978, c. 219, §1O.J 

10325. Write-in votes and instructions. 
Whenever ballots are to be counted under the provisions of this chapter, all 

write-in votes for candidates, to be counted, shall be marked by the voter with the 
rubber stamp or other marking device in the space provided opposite the names 
of the write-in candidates. The instructions to voters printed on the ballots shall 
instruct the voter that the vote will not be counted unless the rubber stamp or other 
marking device is used in marking the ballot when writing in a candidate's name. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10326. Marking device. 
The device for marking the ballot may be of any size, shape or form, and the 

impression made on the ballot may be in the form of a cross, square, circle, 
rectangle, or any other design that will clearly indicate the choice of the voter. Any 
type of ink or other substance that will clearly show the voter's choice may be used 
in or in conjunction with the marking device. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 347, §5.J 

10327. Abbreviated statement of measure. 
(a) The statement of all measures submitted to the voters shall be abbreviated 

on the ballot. The statement shall contain not more than 7S words of each measure 
to be voted on, followed by the words, "Yes" and "No," Abbreviation of measures 
to be voted on throughout the state shall be composed by the Attorney General and 
shall be a condensed statement of the ballot title prepared by him or her. 

(b) For purposes of measures to be voted on throughout the state, the limitation 
contained in subdivision (a) shall apply to the total number of words used in the 
condensed statement of the ballot title and the financial impact summary prepared 
pursuant to Section 3572 and Section 88003 of the Government Code. 

(Amended by 5tats. J991, c. 1154, §1.) 
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Chapter 3. Voting Machines and Vote Tabulating Devices 10333. 

Article 3. Punchcards 

10330. "Ballot" definition. 
As used in this article, "ballot" means a single card or a number of cards upon 

which are printed the names of candidates and the ballot titles of measures to be 
voted on by a punching or slotting device at the election and includes a card upon 
which is printed the instructions to voters. 

In addition to, or in lieu thereof, "ballot" may mean a reference page or pages 
upon which are printed the instructions to voters, office titles, names of candidates, 
and ballot titles of measures to be voted on by punching or slotting a separate card 
or a number of cards whereby the vote for each candidate and on each measure is 
registered in direct relation to the reference page or pages. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5.) 

10331. UBallot card" definition; write-in ballot. 
As used in this article, "ballot card" means a card or a number of cards upon 

which are printed, or identified by reference to the ballot, the names of candidates 
for nomination or election to one or more offices or the ballot titles of one or more 
measures. The ballot card shall also contain proper blank spaces to allow the voter 
to write in names not printed on the ballot unless a separate write-in ballot is used. 
The separate write-in ballot may be a paper ballot, a card, or the envelope used to 
enclose a ballot card. Determination of the format of a separate write-in ballot shall 
be within the discretion of the elections board. The separate write-in ballot shall 
provide a blank space followed by the word "office" and a second blank space 
followed by the word "name" for purposes of facilitating write-in votes for offices 
for which write-in votes may be cast, or may provide a space for writing in the name 
followed by a space for punching or slotting in order that the vote may be tabulated. 
All such separate write-in ballots may, in the discretion of the elections board, have 
attached thereto two stubs which comply with the provisions of Section 10334 
regarding the stubs attached to a ballot card, except that the information required 
under subdivisions (c) through (g) of Section 10334 and instructions to voters on 
how to vote for persons whose names do not appear on the ballot may be printed 
on the write-in ballot and not upon a stub. Any serial numbers appearing on the 
write-in ballot stubs need not be identical to the serial numbers appearing on the 
stubs attached to the ballot card or cards handed to the voter. Sections 10001 
through 10004 shall not apply to the preparation and composition of separate 
write-in ballots authorized by this section. Sections 14303 and 14306 of this code 
shall not apply to separate write-in ballots used in an election in which a punchcard 
voting system is used. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §J.5; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §10.JO.) 

10332. "Punchcard" definition; "punching" definition. 
As used in this chapter "punchcard" means a tabulating card on which the voter 

may record his vote by punching, marking, or slotting, and the word "punching" 
includes marking a ballot card to record a vote. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §1.5') 

10333. Conditions for approval of ballots. 
In approving ballots and ballot cards the Secretary of State shall not give his or . 

her approval unless the following are true: 
(a) The size, shape, and texture of the ballot card is suitable for use in the 

automatic device in which it is intended to be placed. 
(b) The ballot cards are so designed that they can readily be arranged with a 

section or ballot stub containing the serial number of the ballot, and a section with 
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places for the voter to slot or punch holes indicating his choices of candia tes and 
votes on measures. 

(c) If the ballot is to consist of two or more series of cards, appropriate provision 
may be made for identifying the related series which comprise the ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §2.) 

10334. Form of ballot card. 
Each ballot card shall have two stubs attached. The stubs shall be separated from 

the ballot card and from each other by perforated lines so that they may be readily 
detached. One stub shall have the serial ballot number printed on it, and shall be 
detached from the remainder of the ballot before it is handed to the voter. The 
second stub shall have printed on it: (a) the same ballot serial number; (b) the words 
"TIlis ballot stub shall be removed by a precinct board member and handed to the 
voter before the ballot is placed in the ballot container"; (c) the words "OFFlCIAL 
BALLOT" in uppercase boldface type no smaller than 12-point; (d) in primary 
elections, the party name, e.g., "Democratic Party," or the words "Nonpartisan 
Ballot," as applicable; (e) the name of the county; (f) the date of the election: and 
(g) where not otherwise provided, instructions to the voter on how to mark the 
ballot with the marking device, how to vote for a candidate whose name is not 
printed on the ballot, and how to secure an additional ballot card if the ballot card 
is spoiled or marked erroneously. If the information in items (a) through (g) must 
also appear in one or more languages other than English under the provisions of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 as extended by Public Law 94-73 and there is 
insufficient room for all the information to be set forth in all the required languages 
while at the same time appearing in a type size sufficiently large to be readable, the 
official in charge of the election may delete the following items of information in 
the order listed until there is sufficient room: item (e) and item (0. In addition to 
the instructions to voters printed on the ballot or ballot stub, there shall bedisplayed 
in each voting booth instructions to voters substantially in the same fonn and 
wording as appears on paper ballots. Precinct numbers may also be placed on the 
ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §20.) 

10335. Form of ballot cards. 
The ballot shall contain the same material as to candidates and measures, and 

shall be printed in the same order as provided for paper ballots, and may be 
arranged in parallel columns on one or more ballot cards as required, except that 
the column in which the voter marks his choices may be at the left of the names of 
candidates and the designation of measures. If there are a greater number of 
candidates for an office or for a party nomination for an office than the number 
whose names can be placed on one pair of facing ballot pages, a series of overlaying 
pages printed only on the same, single side shall be used and the ballot shall be 
dearly marked to indicate that the list of candidates for such office is continued on 
the follOwing page or pages. If the names of candidates for such office are not 
required to be rotated, they shall be rotated by groups of candidates in such manner 
that the name of each candidate shall appear on each page of the ballot in approxi
mately the same number of precincts as the names of all other candidates. Space 
shall be provided on the ballot or on a separate write-in ballot to pennit voters to 
write in names not printed on the ballot when authorized by law. The size of the 
voting square and the spacing of the material may be varied to suit the conditions 
imposed by the use of ballot cards, provided the size of the type is not reduced 
below the minimum size requirements set forth in Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Secton 10200). The statement of measure submitted to the voters may be abbrevi
ated if necessary on the ballot, provided that each and every statement of measures 
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Chapter 3. Voting Machines and Vote Tabulating Devices 10340. 

on that ballot is abbreviated. Abbreviation of matters to be voted on throughout 
the state shall be composed by the Attorney General. 

(Amended by Slals. 1983, c. 882, §4.) 

10336. Form of sample ballot. 
The sample ballot provided in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 10000) of 

this division shall be printed in either of two formats: (a) booklet form or (b) on one 
or more sheets on one or both sides. The sample ballot shall be printed on white or 
tinted paper and shall be a substantial facsimile of the ballot, including instructions 
to voters. 

(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 246, §1.5) 

10337. Color of ballot stock. 
If more than one ballot card is used at an election, different tints of cardboard 

stock or other suitable means may be used for each series of ballot cards to facilitate 
the sorting of ballots. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §1 5.) 

10338. More than one ballot card. 
U the number of offices and measures to be voted upon at an election cannot be 

accomodated on one ballot card, the clerk may, at his discretion, place part of the 
ballot upon more than one ballot card. He may also place part of the ballot upon 
the ballot card or ballot cards and the remainder upon paper; provided that a single 
ballot measure or the candidates for a single office may not be so split. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c. 1205, §53.) 

10339. Absentee voting by punchcard. 
. If punchcard ballots are used for absent voting, the ballots shall be marked by 

pencil, or by a marking device which enables the voter to register his vote by 
punching or slotting the ballot card. Counting of punchcard ballots marked by 
pencil may be as with paper ballots, or a true duplicate copy of each ballot may be 
prepared using the same procedure as provided by Section 15271. Absent voter 
ballots so prepared shall be counted by the counting device. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §1S') 

10340. Elimination of stubs for absent ballots. 
If an official ballot consisting of one or more individual ballot cards upon which 

the names of candidates and measures are printed is used for absent voting, the 
two stubs specified in Section 10334 may be eliminated from the ballot cards by 
printing a group style number on each card and by printing the information 
required by subdivisions (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) of Section 10334 on a separate form 
accompanying the official ballot. If the two stubs are not eliminated, the language 
required by subdivision (b) of Section 10334 to be printed on the second stub may 
be omitted. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1983, c. 812, §1O.) 
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Chapter 1. Endorsements of Candidates 11703. 

DIVISION 9. ELECTION CAMPAIGNS 
Chapter 1. Endorsements of Candidates 

11700. Name of chapter. 
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Truth in Endorsements 

Law. 
(Amended by Stats. 1967, c. 1651, §2') 

11701. Legislature's findings. 
The Legislature hereby finds the following to be true: 
(1) The major political parties have become an integral part of the American 

governmental system requiring regulation as to their structure, governing bodies, 
and functions by state government in the public interest. 

(2) The Legislature has found it necessary and appropriate in the regulation of 
political parties to create and provide for the convening of state conventions, state 
central committees, and county central committees for parties qualified by law to 
participate in the direct primary election, by statute. 

(3) Over the several years preceding the adoption of this section organizations 
of electors using as a part of their names the name of a political party qualified to 
participate in the direct primary election have endorsed candidates for nomination 
of that party for partisan office in the direct primary election and have publicized 
and promulgated such endorsements in a manner which has resulted in consider
able public doubt and confusion as to whether such endorsements are those of a 
private group of citizens or of an official governing body of a political party. 

(4) The voting public is entitled to protection by law from deception in political 
campaigns in the same manner and for the same reasons that it is entitled to 
protection from deception by advertisers of commercial products. 

(Amended by Stats. 1967, c.1651, §3.) 

11702. Restrictions. 
The state convention, state central committee, and the county central committee 

in each county are the official governing bodies of a party qualified to participate 
in the direct primary election. The state convention, state central committee, and 
the county central committee in each county shall not endorse, support, or oppose, 
any candidate for nomination by that party for partisan office in the direct primary 
election. 

(Amended by Sfats. 1976, c. 1192, §135,J 

11703. Contents of endorsement. 
Every advertisement, bill, placard, pamphlet or other printed or duplicated 

matter having reference to any candidate for nomination for partisan office in the 
direct primary election, which contains a statement or words to the effect that the 
candidate has been endorsed or is being supported by a political party, political 
party organization, or organization using as a part of its name the name of a political 
party or derivative thereof, shall bear on each surface, page or fold thereof on which 
such statement or words appear, or on the front and back surface thereof, in type 
or lettering at least half as large as the type or lettering of such statement or words 
or in 10-point roman type, whichever is larger, in a printed or drawn box and set 
apart from any other printed matter, the following statement: 

NOTICE TO VOTERS 
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(Required by law) 

The endorsement hereon is by an unofficial political group. Official organiza
tions of the (name) Party are prohibited by law from endorsing candidates in 
primary elections. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to any news item, comment, 
or article, for which no consideration, direct or indirect, is paid by or on behalf of 
any candidate or committee, and which is published in any regularly published 
newspaper or magazine which in the ordinary course of business publishes politi
cal news items, comments, or articles. 

(Amended by Stats. 1967, c. 1651, §5) 

11704. Contents of endorsement on postcard. 
Notwithstanding any provision of Section 11703, in the case of any postcard 

published and circulated by or in behalf of any committee or organization using as 
a part of its name the name of qualified political party or derivative thereof, which 
postcard is not folded and consists of only two surfaces, on one or both of which 
surfaces appear a statement or words as described in Section 11703 with reference 
to a candidate or group of candidates in the direct primary election, the require
ments of Section 11703 shall be satisfied if there is printed on both surfaces thereof 
the words "published by", followed by the name of the committee or organization 
printed in not less than 10-point boldface type, followed by the words, "an 
unofficial political group" printed in not less than 10-point boldface type, provided 
that this section shall not apply to any matter which bears the word "Official" 
followed by the name of the party or derivative thereof, or the words "officially 
endorsed", or to any matter which violates the provisions of Section 117020r 29430. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 224, §1; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §12.! 

11705. Contents of endorsement for broadcast. 
The requirements of Section 11703 shall apply to any paid political advertise

ment intended for broadcast or telecast by radio or television, except that the 
"Notice to Voters" required by Section 11703 shall be read in full instead of printed. 

(Amended by Stats. 1967, c.1651, §7.! 

11706. Restraining order or injunction. 
The superior court, in any case brought before it by any registered voter, may 

issue a temporary or permanent restraining order or injunction against the publi· 
cation, printing, circulation, posting, broadcasting, or telecasting of any matter in 
violation of this chapter, and all cases of this nature shall be in a preferred poSition 
for purposes of trial and appeal. so as to assure the speedy disposition thereof. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §13.6.! 

11707. Representation requirements. 
No candidate or committee in his behalf shall represent in connection with an 

election campaign, either orally or in campaign material, that the candidate has the 
support of a committee or organization which includes as part of its name the name 
or any variation upon the name of a qualified political party with which the 
candidate is not affiliated, together with the words "county committee," "central 
committee," "county," or any other term that might tend to mislead the voters into 
believing that the candidate has the support of that party's county central commit
tee or state central committee, when that is not the case. 
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Chapter 1. Endorsements of Candidates 11709. 

This section shall not be construed to prevent a candidate or committee from 
representing that the candidate has the support of a committee or group of voters 
affiliated with another political party, which committee or group is identified by 
the name of that party, where the name of the committee or group also includes 
the name of the candidate. 

Any member of a county central committee or state central committee may 
comJr.ence an action in the superior court to enjoin misrepresentation by a candi
date or committee in his behalf, in the manner prohibited by this section, to the 
effect that the candidate has the support of the state or county central committee 
involved. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 224, §3.) 

11708. Political advertisement requirements. 
Any paid political advertisement which refers to an election or to any candidate 

for state or local elective office and which is contained in or distributed with a 
newspaper, shall bear on each surface or page thereof, in type or lettering at least 
half as large as the type or lettering of the advertisement or in IO-point roman type, 
whichever is larger, the words "Paid Political Advertisement." Such words shall 
be set apart from any other printed matter. 

As used in this section "paid pOlitical advertisement" shall mean and shall be 
limited to, published statements paid for by advertisers for purposes of supporting 
or defeating any person who has filed for an elective state or local office. 

(Amended by Stats.1976, c.1192, §13.7.) 

11709. Simulated ballot requirements. 
(a) Every simulated ballot or simulated sample ballot shall bear on each surface 

or page thereof, in type or lettering at least half as large as the type or lettering of 
such statement or words or in lQ-point roman type, whichever is larger, in a printed 
or drawn box and set apart from any other printed matter, the following statement: 

NOTICE TO VOTERS 
(Required by Law) 

This is not an official ballot or an official sample ballot prepared by the county clerk, 
registrar of voters, or the Secretary of State. 

This is an unofficial, marked ballot prepared by (insert name and 
address of the person or organization responsible for preparation thereof). 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any such notice in any 
editorial or other statement appearing in a regularly published newspaper or 
magazine other than a paid political advertisement. 

(b) No such simulated ballot or simulated sample ballot shall bear any official 
seal or the insignia of any public entity, nor shall any such seal or insignia appear 
upon the envelope in which it is mailed or otherwise delivered. 

(c) The superior court, in any case brought before it by any registered voter, may 
issue a temporary or permanent restraining order or injunction against the publi
cation, printing, circulation, posting, or distribution of any matter in violation of 
this section, and all cases of this nature shall be in a preferred position for purposes 
of trial and appeal, so as to assure the speedy disposition thereof. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 224, §4') 
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11710. Literature requirements. 
A copy of Section 84305 of the Government Code shall be provided by the clerk 

to each candidate or his or her agent at the time of filing the declaration of candidacy 
and to the proponents of a local initiative or referendum at the time of filing the 
petitions. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1983, c. 668, §4.J 

Chapter 3. Political Corporations 

Article 1. Incorporation 

12200. Candidate's consent required. 
U the name of a corporation includes all or part of the name of any person, 

together with either (a) all or part of the title of any elective office, (b) the date (by 
year or otherwise) of the election for any office, or (c) any other words or figures 
indicating the candidacy or nomination of that person for elective office, the 
Secretary of State shall not accept its articles of incorporation for filing unless there 
is first filed with him a statement signed and acknowledged by that person 
consenting to the use of his name. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §12200.) 

Chapter 4. Campaign Funds 

Article 1. Solicitation 

12300. IIPerson" definition. 
As used in this article "person" includes a firm, association, corporation, cam

paign committee or organization. 
(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §12300.) 

12300.1 Candidate defined; committee defined. 
(a) As used in this article~ "candidate" means an individual listed on the ballot~ 

or who has qualified to have write-in votes on his or her behalf counted by election 
officials~ for nomination or for election to any elective state or local office, or who 
receives a contribution or makes an expenditure or gives his or her consent for any 
other person to receive a contribution or makes an expenditure with a view to 
bringing about his or her nomination or election to any elective state or local office, 
whether or not the specific elective office for which he or she will seek nomination 
or election is known at the time the contribution is received or the expenditure is 
made. The term "candidate" includes any officeholder who is subject to a recall 
election. 

(b) As used in this article~ "committee" means any person or combination of 
persons who~ directly or indirectly, receive contributions or make expenditures or 
contributions for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action 
of voters for or against the nomination or election of one or more candidates, or the 
passage, or defeat of any measure, and who is required to file campaign reports or 
statements under the provisions of Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 84100) of 
Title 9 of the Government Code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c. 872, §1.) 

12301. Solicitation of funds. 
It is unlawful for any person which includes in any part of its name the name of 

any political party which was qualified to participate in the last preceding primary 
election, to directly or indirectly solicit funds for any purpose whatsoever upon the 
representation either express or implied that the funds are being solicited for the 
use of that political party unless that person shall have previously obtained the 
written consent of one of the following: a member of the national committee from 
California or the majority of the members of the national committee if there are 
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Chapter 5. Limitations on the Use of Surplus Campaign Funds. 12400. 

more than two national committee members from California, chairman of the state 
central committee, executive committee of the state central committee, or executive 
committee of the county central committee of the party whose name is being used 
in the county in which the solicitation is to be made. If the county central committee 
of the party in that county does not have an executive committee, the written 
consent of the chairman and secretary of that county central committee is sufficient. 

All persons saliating funds in accordance with this section shall be furnished 
with adequate credentials bearing the name of the solicitor and a copy of the written 
consent which bears the signature of the person authorizing the solicitation. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 224, §8.! 

12302. Authorization to uSe candidate or committee name. 
It is unlawful for any person who solicits funds for the purpose of supporting 

or promoting any candidates or committees to include in any part of its name the 
name of that candidate or committee unless that person shall have previously 
obtained the authorization of the candidate or committee or the candidate's or 
conunittee's designated agent to use the candidate's or committee's name in the 
name of that person. 

Authorization by a candidate or committee shall not be construed as rendering 
the person soliciting funds a controlled committee as defined by Section 82016 of 
the Government Code. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 872, §2.! 

12303. Notice of nonauthorization to be included in fundraising 
communication. 

Any person who solicits or receives contributions on behalf of any candidate or 
committee for the purported and "exclusive use of that committee or the candidate's 
election campaign and who is not authorized by the candidate or committee or the 
candidate's or committee's designated agent to do so, shall include a notice in any 
fundraising communication, whether through any broadcasting station, newspa· 
per, magazine, printed literature, direct mailing, or any other type of general public 
advertising, or through telephone or individual oral fundraising appeal, clearly 
and conspicuously stating that the person is not authorized by the candidate or 
committee and that the candidate or committee is not responsible for the actions of 
that person. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 872, §3.! 

Chapter 5. Limitations on the Use of Surplus Campaign Funds. 

12400, Use of surplus campaign funds. 
Upon leaving any elective office, or at the end of the postelection reporting 

period following the defeat of a candidate for elective office, whichever occurs last, 
surplus campaign funds raised prior to January I, 1989, under the control of the 
former candidate or officeholder or his or her controlled committee shall be used 
or held for the following purposes: 

(a) The repayment of personal or committee loans or other obligations if there 
is a reasonable relationship to a political, legislative, or governmental activity. 

(b) The payment of the outstanding campaign expenses. 
(c) Contributions to any candidate, committee, or political party, except where 

otherwise prohibited by law. 
(d) The pro rata repayment of contribu tors. 
(e) Donations to any religious, Scientific, educational, social welfare, civic, or 

fraternal organization no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of 
any private shareholder or individual or to any charitable or nonprofitorganization 
which is exempt from taxation under subsection (c) of Section 501 of the Internal 
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Revenue Code or Section 17214 or Sections 23701a to 23701j, inclusive, or Section 
237011, 23701n, 23701p, or 23701s of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(f) Except where otherwise prohibited by law, held in a segregated fund for 
future political campaigns, not to be expended except for political activity reason
ably related to preparing for future candidacy for elective office. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1989, c. 1452, §2.J 

12401. Application of chapter. 
This chapter shall not be construed to impose any reporting obligations in 

addition to those obligations im}X>sed by other provisions of law, nor shall this 
chapter apply to the expenditure of campaign funds in conjunction with any 
pending litigation. 

(Added by 5lals. 1989, c. 1452, §2.J 

Chapter 6. Fair Campaign Practices 

Article 1. General Intent 

12500. Intent of legislature. 
The Legislature hereby declares that the purpose of this chapter is to encourage 

every candidate for public office in this state to subscribe to the Code of Fair 
Campaign Practices. 

It is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every candidate for public office 
in this state who subscribes to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the 
basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play in order that, after vigorously 
contested, but fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this state may exercise 
their constitu tiona! righ t to vote, free from dishonest and unethical practices which 
tend to prevent the full and free expression of the will of the voters. 

The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign Practices is to give voters 
guidelines in determining fair play and to encourage candidtes to discuss issues 
instead of untruths Of distortions. 

(Added by 5Ials.1982, c. 855, §1.J 

Article 2. Definitions 

12510. Interpretation of chapter. 
Unless otherwise indicated, the definitions set forth in this article shall govern 

the interpretation of this chapter. 
(Added by Slals.1982, c. 855, §l.) 

12511. Definition of campaign advertising or communication. 
"Campaign advertising or communication" means a communication author

ized by a candidate or a candidate'S controlled committee, as defmed in Section 
82016 of the Government Code, or by a committee making independent expendi
tures, as defined in Section 82031 of the Government Code, or by a committee 
formed primarily to support or oppose a ballot measure, as defined in Section 
82047.5 of the Government Code, for the purpose of advocating the election or 
defeat of a qualified candidate or ballot measure through any broadcasting station, 
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising facility, direct mailing, or any other 
type of general, public, political advertising. 

(Amended by Slats. 1987, c. 778, §1.J 

12512. Definition of candidate for public office. 
"Candidate for public office" means an individual who has qualified to have 

his or her name listed on the ballot of any election, or who has qualified to have 
written votes on his or her behalf counted by election officials, for nomination for, 
or election to, any state, regional, county, municipal, or district office which is filled 
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Chapter 6. Fair Campaign Practices 12520. 

at an election. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to candidates for federal 
office. 

(Added by 5tats. 1982, c. 855, §1.) 

12513. Definition of code. 

"Code" means the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 
(Added by 5tats.1982, c. 855, §1.! 

Article 3. Code of Fair Campaign Practices 

12520. Subscription to code; form. 
At the time an individual is issued his or her declaration of candidacy, nomina

tion papers, or any other paper evidencing an intention to be a candidate for public 
office, the clerk, shall give the individual a blank form of the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices and a copy of this chapter. The clerk shall inform each candidate for public 
office that subscription to the code is voluntary. 

In the case of a committee making an independent expenditure within the 
meaning of Section 12511, the Secretary of State shall provide a blank form and a 
copy of this chapter to the individual filing, in accordance with Title 9 (commencing 
with Section 81000) of the Government Code, an initial campaign statement on 
behalf of the committee. 

The text of the code shall read, as follows: 

"CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 

There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play which every 
candidate for public office in the State of California has a moral obligation to 
observe and uphold, in order that, after vigorously contested, but fairly conducted 
campaigns, our citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free and untram
meled choice and the will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on the 
issues. 

THEREFORE: 
(I) I SHALL CONDUCT my campaign openly and publicly, discussing the 

issues as I see them, presenting my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, 
and criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of my opponents or 
political parties which merit such criticism. 

(2) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT the use of character defamation, whispering 
campaigns, libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his or her 

_personal or family life. 
(3) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any appeal to negative prejudice based on 

race, sex, religion, national origin, physical health status, or age. 
(4) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any dishonest or unethical practice which 

tends to corrupt or undermine our American system of free elections, or which 
hampers or prevents the full and free expression of the will of the voters including 
acts intended to hinder or prevent any eligible person from registering to vote, 
enrolling to vote, or voting. 

(5) I SHALL NOT coerce election help or campaign contributions for myself or 
for any other candidate from my employees. 

(6) I SHALL IMMEDIATELY AND PUBLICLY REPUDIATE support deriving 
from any individual or group which resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in 
opposition to that of my opponent, to the methods and tactics which I condemn. I 
shall accept responsibility to take finn action against any subordinate who violates 
any prOVision of this code or the laws governing elections. 
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(7) I SHALL DEFEND AND UPHOLD the right of every qualified American 
voter to full and equal participation in the electoral process. 

I, the undersigned, candidate for election to public office in the State of California 
or treasurer or chairperson of a committee making any independent expenditures, 
hereby voluntarily endorse, subscribe to, and solemnly pledge myself to conduct 
my campaign in accordance with the above principles and practices." 

Date Signature 
(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 329, §1.! 

12522. Supply of forms. 
The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, blank forms of the code. 

The Secretary of State shall supply the forms to the clerks in quantities and at times 
requested by the clerks. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 329, §3.J 

12523. Retention of forms; public inspection. 
The clerk shall accept, at all times prior to the election, all completed forms which 

are properly subscribed to by a candidate for public office and shall retain them for 
public inspection until 30 days after the election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1988, c. 329, §4.J 

12524. Public record. 
Every code subscribed to by a candidate for public office pursuant to this chapter 

is a public record open for public inspection. 
(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 855, §1.) 

12525. Voluntary. 
In no event shall a candidate for public office be required to subscribe to or 

endorse the code. 
(Added by Slats. 1982, c. 855, §1.J 

Chapter 7. Libel and Slander 

12527. Election campaigns; libel and slander. 
The provisions of Part 2 (commencing with Section 43) of Division 1 of the Civil 

Code, relating to libel and slander, are fully applicable to any campaign advertising 
or communication as defined by Section 12511. 

(Added by 5tats.1987, c. 778, §2.) 

12528. Persons liable. 
(a) A candidate or state measure proponent is liable for any slander or libel 

committed by a committee which is controlled by that candidate or state measure 
proponent as defined by Section 82016 of the Government Code if the candidate or 
state measure proponent willfully and knowingly directs or permits the libel or 
slander. 

(b) A person who is a sponsor of a sponsored committee, as defined by Section 
82048.7 of the Government Code, is liable for any slander or libel committed by the 
sponsored committee if the sponsor willfully and knowingly directs or permits the 
libel or slander. 

(Amended by 5tats.1990, c.1470, §1.) 

12530. Libel or slander action brought by candidate. 
<a) In any action for libel or slander brought by a candidate, the willingness or 

unwillingness of the defendant to retract or correct a communication made in the 
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Chapter 7. Libel and Slander 12530. 

course of a campaign, and his or her action in doing so, shall be admissible in 
evidence in the exemplary damages phase of a bifurcated trial. 

(b) The remedy provided by this section is in addition to any other remedy 
provided by law . 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1470, §2.) 
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Chapter 1. Preelection Procedures 14004. 

DIVISION 10. CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS 
Chapter 1. Preelection Procedures 

14000. Utilization of purchasing agent. 
The county clerk, in providing the materials required by this division, shall not 

be required to utilize the services of the county purchasing agent. 
(Added by 5lals. 1980, c. 1287, §14.2.) 

14001. Brief digest for precinct officers. 
<a) On or before the first day of January of each even-numbered year, the 

Secretary of State and the Attorney General shall prepare a brief digest containing 
the substance of those provisions of this code and of other statutes which pertain 
to the du ties of precinct officers during the casting and the canvassing of the vote. 
This digest shall contain in each case a reference to the section of this code or other 
statute, by reference to which further examination of its provisions may be made. 

(b) Immediately upon the completion of the digest set forth in subdivision <a), 
the Secretary of State shall send a copy to each county clerk. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §4.! 

14002_ Required number of ballots. 
(a) For each statewide election, the elections official shall provide a sufficient 

number of official ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the needs of the voters 
in that precinct on election day using the precinct's voter turnout history as the 
criterion, but in no case shall this number be less than 75 percent of registered voters 
in the precinct, and for absentee and emergency purposes shall provide such 
additional number of ballots as may be necessary. 

The number of party ballots to be furnished to any precinct for a primary election 
shall be computed from the number of voters registered in that precinct as intend
ing to affiliate with a party, and the number of nonpartisan ballots to be furnished 
to any precinct shall be computed from the number of voters registered in that 
precinct without statement of intention to affiliate with any of the parties partici
pating in the primary election. 

(b) For all other elections, the elections official shall provide a sufficient number 
of official ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the needs of the voters in that 
precinct on election day using the precinct's voter turnout history as the criterion, 
but in no case shall this number be less than 75 percent of the number of registered 
voters in the precinct, and for absentee and emergency purposes shall provide such 
additional number of ballots as may be necessary. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c.182, §1.! 

14003_ Delivery of ballots. 
Before the opening of the polls at any election, the clerk shall cause to be 

delivered to the precinct board in each precinct in which the election is to be held, 
the proper number of ballots of the kinds to be used in that precinct. The ballots 
shall be delivered in sealed packages with marks on the outside clearly designating 
the precinct or polling place for which they are intended, and the number of ballots 
enclosed. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §4.! 

14004. Ballot receipt 
The clerk shall prepare a receipt for each polling place, enumerating the pack

ages and stating the date of delivery to the precinct board member. The precinct 
board member shall sign the receipt upon receipt of the packages. The signed 
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receipt shall be returned to the clerk. Messengers may be employed to insure the 
safe and expeditious delivery of the ballots. The clerk shall fix a reasonable 
compensation for the services of such messengers, to be paid in the same manner 
as other election expenses. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 220, §4.) 

14005. Precinct Supplies. 
The clerk shall furnish to the precinct officers: 
(a) Printed copies of the indexes. 
(b) Necessary printed blanks for the roster, tally sheets, lists of voters, declara

tions and returns. 
(d Envelopes in which to enclose returns. 
(d) Not less than six nor more than 12 instruction cards to each precinct for the 

guidance of voters in obtaining and marking their ballots. On each card shall be 
printed necessary instructions and the provisions of Sections 14231, 14232, 14241, 
14244,14249,14403,17001,17004,17005,17009, 17010, 17011,29470,29480,29506, 
29644, and 29649. 

(e) A digest of the election laws with any further instructions the county clerk 
may desire to make. 

(f) An American flag of sufficient size to adequately assist the voter in identifying 
the polling place. The flag is to be erected at or near the polling place on election 
day. 

(g) A ballot container, properly marked on the outside indicating its contents. 
(h) When it is necessary to supply additional ballot containers, these additional 

containers shall also be marked on the outside, indicating their contents. 
(i) Sufficient ink pads and stamps for each booth. The stamps shall be one solid 

piece and shall be made so that a cross (+) may be made with either end. If ballots 
are to be counted by vote tabulating equipment, an adequate supply of other 
approved voting devices shall be furnished. All voting stamps or voting devices 
shall be maintained in good usable condition. 

(j) When a candidate or candidates have qualified to have his or her or their 
names counted pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 17100) of Division 
12, a sufficient number of ink pens or pencils in the voting booths for the purpose 
of writing in on the ballot the name of the candidate or candidates. 

(k) A sufficient number of cards to each polling place containing the telephone 
number of the office to which a voter may call to obtain information about his or 
her precinct location. The card shall state that the voter may call collect during 
polling hours. 

(1) An identifying badge or insignia for each member of the precinct board. The 
member shall print his or her name and the precinct number thereon and shall wear 
the badge or insignia at all times in the performance of duties, so as to be readily 
identified as a member of the precinct board by all persons entering the polling 
place. 

(m) Facsimile copies of the ballot containing ballot measures and ballot instruc
tions printed in Spanish or other languages as provided in Section 14203. 

(n) Sufficient copies of the notices to be posted on the indexes used at the polls. 
The notice shall read as follows: ''This index shall not be marked in ~ny manner 
except by a member of the precinct board acting pursuant to Section 14251 of the 
Elections Code. Any person who removes, tears, marks, or otherwise defaces this 
index with the intent to falsify or prevent others from readily ascertaining the name, 
address, or political affiliation of any voter, or the fact that a voter has or has not 
voted, is guilty of a misdemeanor." 
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Chapter 1. Preelection Procedures 14005.5. 

(0) A roster of voters for each precinct in the form prescribed in Section 14005.5. 

(p) In addition, the clerk may, with the approval of the board of supervisors, 
furnish the original books of affidavits of registration or other material necessary 
to verify signatures to the precinct officers . 

This section shall become operative on January 1, 1990. 
(Amended by 5IaI5.1991, c. 393, §13.) 

14005.4. Signs advising voters of cancellation of election due to 
incumbent-candidate death. 

In addition to the materials required by Sections 14005 and 14005.3, the clerk 
shall provide signs, or materials for making signs, advising voters that an election 
has been canceled pursuant to Section 6490.3 due to the death of the candidate-in
cumbent and that a special election will be held to fill the vacancy. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1988, c. 391, §4.) 

14005.5. Form of roster. 
The roster to be kept by each precinct board shall be substantially in the 

following form: 

Roster 

of the ---,,-__ election held in the -:_~_ precinct ;:-___ district, 
County of . on the day of 19_. 

Following are the voters of above precinct desiring to vote under provisions of 
Sections (14211, 14213, 14230, and 14237) of the Elections Code: 

No. 

1 
2 
3 
etc. 

Signature of voter Residence of voter 

We, hereby, certify that all voters whose Signatures appear hereinbefore in this 
roster, voted this day excepting the following who, after signed the roster, failed to 
vote or were challenged and denied the right to vote. 

No. Name No. Name 

We further certify that the number of voters who voted in this precinct at this 
election is . and that the above list of voters,less those who did not vote 
as enumerated, constitutes the roster of this precinct for this election. 
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We further certify that the total number of official ballots received, voted, 
rejected, spoiled and canceled found in the ballot container and the number 
accounted for is as indicated on the ballot statement. 

We further certify that the assisted voters list and challenge list show a complete 
list of all voters assisted or challenged. 

Clerk Inspector 

Clerk Judge 

Clerk Judge 

All members of the precinct board shall sign this certificate. 
When votes are counted at the precinct, all members of the board shall also sign 

the certificate of performances prescribed in Section 17013. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §4.J 

14005.6. Form of roster; warning. 
In addition to the provisions contained in Section 14005.5, the roster shall contain 

in no less than 6-point type at the head of each page the following words: "WARN
ING: It is a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison or in county jail 
for anyone to fraudulently vote, to fraudulently attempt to vote, vote more than 
once, attempt to vote more than once, impersonate a voter ,or attempt to imperson
ate a voter (Elections Code Sec. 29640)." 

(Added by 5lals. 1977, c. 957, §1.) 

14006. Form of roster; index form. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 14005 and 14005.5, the roster to be 

kept by each precinct board may be in a form of an index to the affidavits of 
registration for that precinct, in which case the index shaU provide space of 
sufficient size to allow each voter to sign his or her name pursuant to Section 14211. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §4.) 

14007. Polling places; booths, places or compartments. 
All officers required by law to designate polling places shall furnish the polling 

places with a sufficient number of places, boothS, or compartments, at or in which 
voters may conveniently mark their ballots, so that they may be screened from the 
observation of others. Each place, compartment, or booth shall be so adjusted as to 
conceal from any observation the voter's marking of the ballot. The number of 
voting booths or compartments shall be determined by the officer conducting the 
election. 

This section shall become operative on January 1, 1990. 
(Added by 5Ials.1983, c. 585, §6.) 

14008. Ballot translation. 
Translations of the ballot measures and ballot instructions as required by Section 

14203 shall be provided by a person selected by the clerk from the list of approved 
translators and interpreters of the superior court of the county or from an institution 
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §4.) 
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Chapter 2. Procedures at Potls 14203. 

14009. County of Los AngeleslOrange County: Procedure for conduct of 
school district governing boards. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Registrar-Recorder of the 
County of Los Angeles and the Registrar of Voters of Orange County may, pursuant 
to agreement between those counties, perform, either on behalf of the other, any 
and all duties relating to the conducting of the election, the counting of votes, and 
any other election p~ocedures to the extent that those duties are for the conduct of 
an election of governing board members for any school district whose territory lies 
within both the County of Los Angeles and Orange County, pursuant to the 
consolidation of that election with a primary, municipal, or general election under 
Section 5000.5 of the Education Code. 

(Added by Siais. 1987, c. 2, §4.J 

Chapter 2. Procedures at Polls 

Article 1. Election Day Preliminary Procedures 

14200. Distribution of duties. 
The members of each precinct board shall distribute the duties devolving upon 

the precinct board, which are in addition to their individual duties, in such manner 
as they deem most advantageous. 

(Added by Stals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14201. Arrangement of polling place. 
The polling places shall be arranged so that neither the ballot containers nor the 

voting booths or compartments shall be hidden from the view of those present. 
(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14202. Posting of instruction cards. 
On the day of election the precinct board shall post at least one instruction card 

in each booth or compartment provided for the preparation of ballots, and not less 
than three instruction cards at other places in and about the polling place. 

(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14203_ Posting of facsimile ballot, ballot instructions; requirements 
pertaining to translation. 

(a) The precinct board shall post in a conspicuous location in the polling place, 
at least one facsimile copy of the ballot with the ballot measures and ballot 
instructions printed in Spanish. Facsimile ballots shall also be printed in other 
languages and posted in the same manner if a significant and substantial need is 
found by the derk. 

In those counties which are required under the provisions of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 as extended by Public Law 94-73 to furnish ballots in other than the 
English language, the posting of the facsimile ballot in that particular language shall 
not be required . 

(b) Subdivision (a) of this section shall remain in effect until such time as the 
Secretary of State shall make the determinations and findings required by this 
section. In counties where the Secretary of State has determined that it is appropri· 
ate, each precinct board shall post in a conspicuous location in the polling place, at 
least one facsimile copy of the ballot with the ballot measures and ballot instructions 
printed in Spanish. If the Secretary of State determines that it is appropriate to post 
the election materials in Spanish in only certain precincts in the rounty, the material 
shall be posted in the polling places situated in those precincts. Facsimile ballots 
shall also be printed in other languages and posted in the same manner if a 
significant and substantial need is found by the Secretary of State. 
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In detennining whether it is appropriate to post the election materials in Spanish 
or other languages, the Secretary of State shall determine the number of residents 
of voting age in each county and precinct who are members of a single language 
minority, and who lack sufficient skills in English to vote without assistance. If the 
number of these residents equals 3 percent or more of the voting age residents of a 
particular county or precinct, or in the event that interested citizens or organiza
tions provide the Secretary of State with information which gives the Secretary of 
State sufficient reason to believe a need for the furnishing of facsimile ballots, the 
Secretary of State shall find a need to post at least one facsimile copy of the ballot 
with the ballot measures and ballot instructions printed in Spanish or other appli
cable language in the affected polling places. 

The Secretary of State shall make the determinations and findings set forth in 
this subdivision by January 1 of each year in which the Governor is elected. 

In those precincts where ballots printed in a language other than English are 
available for use by the voters at the polls, the posting of a facsimile ballot in that 
particular language shall not be required. 

It is the intent of the Legislature that non-English-speaking citizens, like all other 
citizens, should be encouraged to vote. Therefore, appropriate efforts should be 
made on a statewide basis to minimize obstacles to voting by citizens who lack 
sufficient skill in English to vote without assistance. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 373, §1.J 

14204. Posting of the index. 
Before opening the polls the precinct board shall post in separate, convenient 

places at or near the polling place and of easy access to the voters not less than two 
of the copies of the index to the affidavits of registration for that precinct. 

In any county in which tabulating equipment is used to produce the index of 
registration, the copies of the index posted pursuant to this section shall be by street 
addresses in numerical order, unless otherwise provided by Section 612. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 220, §6; Amended by 5tats. 1976, c. 1438, §14.3.) 

Article 2. Election Day Procedures 

14205. Polling place identification signs; removal. 
The precinct officer shall post the signs required by Section 14005.3 so as to 

enable the voter to locate the polling place and identify areas in which electioneer
ing and other activities cited in Section 29470 are prohibited. After the close of the 
polls, the precinct officer shall remove the signs and return them with the voted 
ballots and other election material. 

This section shall remain in effect until January 1, 1992, and as of that date is 
repealed. 

(Added by 5tats.1985, c. 1042, §2.) 

14205.5. Posting of cancellation of election signs. 
The precinct officer shall post the signs required by Section 14005.4 in plain view 

within each voting booth or compartment whenever an election has been canceled 
pursuant to Section 6490.3. 

(Added by 5tats. 1988, c. 391, §5.! 

14206. Polls; hours. 
The polls shall be open at 7 o'clock a.m. of the day of any election, and shall be 

kept open until 8 o'clock p.m. of the same day, when the polls shall be closed, except 
as provided in Section 1430l. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 
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Chapter 2. Procedures at Polls 14214. 

14207. Proclaim polls open. 
Before the precinct board receives any ballots, it shall proclaim aloud at the place 

of election that the polls are open. 
(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14208. Voting. 
Voting shall commence as soon as the polls are opened and shall be continued 

during the time the }X>lls remain open. 
(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14209. Exhibit ballot container. 
Before receiving any ballots the precinct board, in the presence of any persons 

assembled at the polling place, shall open and exhibit and close the ballot container 
or containers. Thereafter, the ballot container or containers shall not be removed 
from the polling place or presence of the bystanders until all the ballots are counted, 
nor opened until after the polls are finally dosed. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14210. Writing in on ballot. 
Nothing contained in this code shall prevent a voter from using an ink pen or 

pencil for the purpose of writing in on the ballot the name of any candidate the 
voter desires. 

(Added by Slals.1976, c. 220, §6J 

14211. Announcement of name and address by voter. 
Any person desiring to vote shall announce his or her name and address in an 

audible tone of voice, and when one of the precinct officers finds the name in the 
index, the officer shall in a like manner repeat the name and address. The voter 
shall then write his or her name and residence address (or if the voter is unable to 
write shall have the name and residence address written by another person) on a 
roster of voters provided for that purpose, whereupon a challenge may be inter
posed as provided in this article. 

(Amended by Slals.1981, c.1114, §17.! 

14212. Inability to find voters name on index. 
If the precinct board is unable to find a voter's name upon the index of 

registration and is unable to call the clerk's office on behalf of the voter, the precinct 
board shall furnish the voter a copy of the card containing the telephone number 
of the clerk and direct the voter to the nearest telephone. 

The clerk shall assign a sufficient number of qualified persons in the clerk's office 
who shall receive and answer the telephone calls. 

(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14213. Change of surname. 
If the surname of any person offering to vote has been changed since the person 

has registered, such person shall sign his or her name as it was before the change 
and also the appropriate name as it is at the time the person votes, indicating on 
the roster on the same line by brackets or other means that the two names are the 
name of one person. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 1287, §15.! 

14214. Provide facsimile ballot to voter. 
The precinct board shall provide upon request to any voter for use in the voting 

booth or compartment, a copy of the facsimile ballot containing ballot measures 
and instructions printed in Spanish or in other languages, as required by Section 
14203, unless sample ballots and ballots for voting are already being provided in 
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that language under the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 as amended 
by Public Law 94-73. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.) 

14215, Majority of members present. 
At any election a majority of the members of any precinct board shall be present 

at the polling place at all times while the polling place is open. 
(Added by Stats.1976, c. 220, §6.) 

14216. Conditions for challenge. 
A person offering to vote may be orally challenged within the polling place only 

by a member of the precinct board upon any or all of the following grounds: 
(a) That the voter is not the person whose name appears on the index. 
(b) That the voter is not a resident of the precinct. 
(c) That the voter is not a citizen of the United States. 
(d) That the voter has voted that day. 
(e) That the voter is presently on parole for the conviction of a felony. 
On the day of the election no person, other than a member of a precinct board 

or other official responsible for the conduct of the election, shall challenge or 
question any voter concerning the voter's qualifications to vote. 

If any member of a precinct board receives, by mail or otherwise, any document 
or list concerning the residence or other voting qualifications of any person or 
persons, with the express or implied suggestion, request, or demand that such 
person or persons be challenged, the board member shall first determine whether 
the document or list contains or is accompanied by evidence constituting probable 
cause to justify or substantiate a challenge. In any case, before making any use 
whatever of such a list or document, the member of the precinct board shall 
immediately contact the clerk, charged with the duty of conducting the election, 
and describe the contents of such document or list and such evidence, if any, 
received bearing on voting qualifications. The clerk shall advise the members of 
the precinct board as to the sufficiency of probable cause for instituting and 
substantiating the challenge and as to the law as herein provided, relating to 
hearings and procedures for challenges by members of the precinct board and 
determination thereof by a precinct board. The clerk may, if necessary, designate a 
deputy to receive and answer inquiries from precinct board members as herein 
provided. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c.1066, §12.! 

14217. Challenge; residency. 
A piece of mailed matter returned undelivered by the post office shall not be 

accepted or used as evidence upon which to initiate a challenge as to residency by 
any member of the precinct board unless other evidence or testimony is also 
presented, nor shall such mailed matter, standing alone without other evidence or 
testimony, be accepted as evidence by the precinct board in determining a chal
lenge. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 220, §6.) 

14218. Challengei residency within precinct. 
The ground for challenge set forth in subdivision (b) of Section 14216 shall not 

apply to any person duly registered as a voter in any precinct in California and 
removing from that precinct within 28 days prior to an election. 

(Amended by Stats.1982, c. 1166, §16.! 
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Chapter 2. Procedures at POllS 14225. 

14219. Challenge; impersonation. 
If the challenge is on the ground that the person seeking to vote is not the person 

whose name appears on the index, a member of the precinct board shall tender the 
following oath: '~ou do swear (or affirm) that you are the person whose name is 
entered on the index." 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14220. Challenge; residency within precinct. 
If the challenge is on the ground that the person seeking to vote is not a resident 

of the precinct, the person challenged shall be sworn to answer questions, and after 
having been sworn, a member of the precinct board shall ask that person: "Are you 
a resident of this precinct?" 

If the answer to the question is ''Yes,'' without significant qualification, no other 
questions shall be asked. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14221. Challenge; voting second time. 
If the challenge is on the ground that the person challenged has already cast a 

ballot for this election, a member of the precinct board shaU tender to the person 
challenged this oath: 

"You do swear (or affirm) that you have not previously voted in this election, 
either by absentee ballot or at a polling place." 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §14.J 

14222. Challenge; detennination. 
Challenges upon the grounds either that the person challenged is not the person 

whose name appears on the index or that he or she has voted that day shall be 
determined in favor of the person challenged, by that person taking the oath as set 
forth either in Section 14219 or Section 14221. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14223. Challenge; determination. 
Challenges of voters that they are not residents of the precinct or citizens of the 

United States shall be tried and determined by the precinct board at the time of the 
challenge. 

The precinct board may, at its discretion, also request any other person present 
in the polling place to be sworn and answer questions whom the board believes 
may have knowledge or information concerning the facts of the challenge. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14224. Challenge; prior to oath. 
Before administering an oath to a person regarding his or her place of residence, 

a member of the precinct board shall read to the person challenged, the rules 
prescribed by Section 14225 and Article 2 (commencing with Section 200) of Chapter 
1 of Division 1. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §6; Amended by 5Ials.1976, c. 1438, §14.6.! 

14225. Challenge; refusal to take oath. 
If any person challenged refuses to take the oaths tendered or refuses to be sworn 

and to answer the questions concerning the matter of residence that person shall 
not be allowed to vote. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 
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14226. Challenge; determination of residence. 
The precinct board in determining the place of residence of any person, shall be 

governed by the rules set forth in Article 2 (commencing with Section 200) of 
Chapter 1 of Division 1. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6; Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1172, §4.5; Amended by 
Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §14.7). 

14227. Challenge; doubt. 
Any doubt in the interpretation of the law shall be resolved in favor of the 

challenged voter. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.) 

14228. Challenge; compile list. 
The precinct board shall compile a list showing: 
(a) The name and address of each person challenged. 
(b) The name, address, and any other identification as a voter, of each person 

offering information concerning any person's qualifications to vote, or testifying 
pursuant to Section 14223, together with the name and address and any other 
identification of the person about whom the information or testimony is given. 

(c) The grounds of each challenge. 
(d) The determination of the board upon the challenge, together with any written 

evidence pertaining thereto. 
(e) If evidence has been presented to the board requesting challenges, such 

evidence shall be returned to the clerk responsible for the conduct of the election. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.) 

14229. Challenge; discontinuation. 
In the event that the precinct board detennines that persistent challenging of 

voters is resulting in a delay of voting sufficient to cause voters to forego voting 
because of insufficient time or for fear of unwarranted intimidation, the board shall 
discontinue all challenges, and so note on the roster. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14230. Voter receives one ballot. 
The precinct board shall give each voter only one ballot, as provided in Section 

10200.5. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14231. Voter receives ballot in proper precinct. 
Unless otherwise provided by law no person shall apply for or receive any ballot 

at any precinct other than that in which the voter is entitled to vote. 
(Added by Stats.1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14232. Precinct officer supplies ballot. 
Unless otherwise provided by law a voter shall not receive a ballot from any 

person other than one of the precinct officers. No person other than a precinct officer 
or officer authorized by law shall deliver a ballot to any voter. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14233. Retire alone to booth. 
On receiving a ballot the voter shall forthwith retire alone to one of the lxx>ths 

or compartments provided, and mark the ballot, unless Section 14400.1 or 14402 is 
applicable. 

(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 473, §l.J 
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Chapter 2. Procedures at Pails 14239. 

14234. Assistance to voter. 
When a voter declares under oath, administered by any member of the precinct 

board at the time the voter appears at the polling place to vote, that the voter is then 
unable to mark a ballot, the voter shall receive the assistance of not more than two 
persons selected by the voter other than the voter's employer, an agent of the voter' 5 

employer, or an officer or agent of the union of which the voter is a member. 
No person aSSisting a voter shall divulge any information regarding the marking 

of the ballot. 
In those polling places which are inaccessible under the guidelines promulgated 

by the Secretary of State for accessibility by the physically handicapped, a physi
cally handicapped person may appear outside the polling place and vote a regular 
ballot. The person may vote the ballot in a place which is as near as possible to the 
polling place and which is accessible to the physically handicapped. A precinct 
board member shall take a regular ballot to that person, qualify that person to vote, 
and return the voted ballot to the polling place. In those precincts in which it is 
impractical to vote a regular ballot outside the polling place, absentee ballots shall 
be provided in sufficient numbers to accommodate physically handicapped per
sons who present themselves on election day. The absentee ballot shall be presented 
to and voted by a physically handicapped person in the same manner as a regular 
ballot may be voted by that person outside the polling place. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 106, §2.! 

14236. List of assisted voters. 
The precinct officers shall keep a list of the voters who have been assisted in 

marking their ballots. The list of assisted voters shall be returned to the clerk and 
preserved with other election materials and records. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 211, §7.J 

14237. Marking of ballot. 
All ballots, except absent voter ballots, shall be marked only with the marking 

device provided by law. 
To prevent voters from marking their ballots with a pen or pencil, at the time of 

delivering a ballot to a voter, the precinct officer shall distinctly state that the voter 
shall mark the ballot with the device provided by law or the ballot will not be 
counted. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 812, §1J.! 

14238. Marking of ballot; qualified write-in. 
When marking a ballot, the voter shall use the stamp or other marking device 

to place a mark in the voting square, rectangle, or other specific voting space 
following the name of every candidate for whom the voter intends to vote. This 
mark shall be rounted as a vote for that person. A vote for a candidate or person 
whose name is not printed on the ballot, may be cast by writing in a name for that 
office in the blank space left for that purpose. Only a vote cast for a qualified wri te-in 
candidate shall be counted . 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 1166, §17.! 

14239. Marking of ballot; two or more to be elected. 
Where two or more candidates for the same office are to be elected, and the voter 

desires to vote for candidates for that office, the voter shall, by using the provided 
marking device, place a mark in the voting square, rectangle, or other specific 
voting space following the names of the candidates for that office for whom the 
voter intends to vote, not exceeding, however, the number of candidates to be 
elected. 

(Amended by Stats.1982, c. 1166, §18.! 
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14240. Marking of ballot. 
When a measure is submitted to the voters, the voter shall place a mark on the 

ballot in the appropriate space opposite the answer the voter desires to give as to 
that measure. The voter, in marking the ballot, shall use the marking device 
provided. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14241. Distinguishing marks. 
No voter shall place any mark upon a ballot that will make that ballot identifi

able. 
(Added by 51.ls.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14242. Spoiled ballots. 
U a voter spoils or defaces a ballot, the voter shall at once return it to the ballot 

clerk and receive another ballot. A voter shall not receive more than a total of three 
ballots, including his original ballot, in this manner. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 220, §6; Amended by 5lals. 1976, c.1438, §15.! 

14243. Spoiled ballots. 
The precinct board shall immediately cancel, without unfolding them, all the 

spoiled ballots returned. The board shall write the word "spoiled" on the back of 
each spoiled ballot in ink or indelible pencil and return the spoiled ballots with the 
unused ballots. 

(Added by 5Ws.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14244. Voter shall not reveal contents of ballot. 
After the ballot is marked a voter shall not show it to any person in such a way 

as to reveal its contents. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14245. Folding of ballol 
Before leaving the voting booth or compartment, the voter shall fold the ballot 

according to the instructions on it, so the marks on its face are not visible and only 
the number on the ballot and the top margin are exposed. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14246. Deposit in ballot box. 
Having folded the ballot, the voter shall deliver it folded to a member of the 

precinct board, who shall then separate the slip containing the number from the 
ballot, hand the slip to the voter, and deposit the ballot in the ballot box in the 
presence of the voter. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14247. Notation of vote. 
No later than the time at which the voter delivers the voted ballot, a precinct 

board member in charge of the index, shall write in the space opposite the name of 
the voter the line number designating the position of the name on the roster. In 
those counties using the combined index roster the voter's name shall be crossed 
off of the index in lieu of numbering. 

(Added by 5tals. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14249. Delivery of ballot. 
No voter shall deliver to any member of the precinct board any ballot other than 

the one received from the board member. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 220, §6.! 
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Chapter 2. Procedures at Polis 14253. 

14250. Canceled ballots. 
Any voter who does not vote the ballot he or she has received, shall, before 

leaving the polling place, return it to the board member having charge of the ballots, 
who shall immediately cancel it. All canceled ballots shall be returned to the clerk 
in the same manner as spoiled ballots. 

(M.ded by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14251. Notice of persons voted. 
At all elections, a member of the precinct board shall mark on one of the copies 

of the index posted at or near the polling place, the name of each person who has 
voted, by drawing a line through the name of the voter, with a pen or indelible 
pencil. The lx>ard member shall mark off the names at least once each hour, to and 
including 6 o'clock in the evening. In all counties not using the index roster, the 
board member shall draw a line under the last name signed in the roster at 6 o'clock 
p.m. or at the time of discontinuation of this procedure, whichever occurs last. 

(M.ded by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.J 

14252. Maintenance of index. 
The precinct board shall maintain the copies of the index posted during the 

whole time of voting. These copies shall not be marked in any manner except by a 
member of the precinct board acting pursuant to Section 14251. 

A member of the precinct board shall post a notice on each index which reads 
as follows: "This index shall not be marked in any manner except by a member of 
the precinct board acting pursuant to Section 14251 of the Elections Code. Any 
person who removes, tears, marks or otherwise defaces this index with the intent 
to falsify or prevent others from readily ascertaining the name, address or political 
affiliation of any voter, or the fact that a voter has or has not voted, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor." 

(M.ded by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14253. Voting a provisional ballot; handling of ballot. 
(a) At all elections a voter claiming to be properly registered, and whose 

qualification or entitlement to vote cannot be immediately established upon exami· 
nation of the index of registration for the precinct or upon examination of the 
records on file with the county clerk, shall be entitled to vote a provisional ballot. 

(b) Once voted, the voter's ballot shall be sealed in a provisional ballot envelope, 
and the ballot in its envelope shall be deposited in the ballot box. All provisional 
ballots voted shall remain sealed in their envelopes for return to the clerk in 
accordance with the clerk's instructions. The provisional ballot envelopes specified 
in this subdivision shall be a color different than the color of, but printed substan
tially similar to, the envelopes used for absentee ballots and shall be completed in 
the same manner as absentee envelopes. 

(c) During the official canvass, the clerk shall examine the records with respect 
to all provisional ballots cast. 

Provisional ballots shall not be included in any semiofficial or official canvass, 
except upon (1) the clerk's establishing prior to the completion of the official 
canvass, from the records in his or her office, the claimant's right to vote or (2) order 
of a superior court in the county of the voter's residence. A voter may seek the court 
order specified in this section regarding his or her own ballot at any time prior to 
completion of the official canvass. Any judicial action or appeal shall have priority 
over all other civil matters. 

A precinct board member shall notify the voter of the contents of this subdivision 
at the time of receiving the provisional ballots. 
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(d) The Secretary of State may adopt appropriate regulations for purposes of 
assuring the unifonn application of this section. 

(e) This section shall not apply to the situation described in Section 804. This 
section shall apply to any absent voter described by Section 1012 who is unable to 
surrender his or her unvoted absent voter's ballot. 

(f) Any existing supply of envelopes marked "special challenged ballof' may 
be used until the supply is exhausted. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1986, c. 528, §5,) 

14255. Insufficient number of ballots. 
If a precinct board is unable to furnish a qualified voter a ballot, because there 

is an insufficient number of ballots at the precinct, the clerk shall deliver to the 
precinct additional ballots to ensure that all eligible voters can cast their ballots by 
10 p.m. on election day. 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c.1126, §2.! 

Article 3. Oosing of the Polls 

14300. Members present. 
At any election, all members of the precinct board shall be present at the closing 

of the polls. 
'(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 220, §6') 

14301. Proclaim polls closed. 
When the polls are closed, the precinct board shall proclaim that fact aloud at 

the place of election. After the proclamation no ballot shall be received. However, 
if at the hour of closing there are any other voters in the polling place, or in line at 
the dOOf, who are qualified to vote and have not been able to do so since appearing, 
the polls shall be kept open a sufficient time to enable them to vote. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14302. Arrival after polls close. 
Anyone who arrives at the polling place after the time provided for closing the 

polls shall not be entitled to vote, even though the polls are open when the voter 
arrives. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14303. Deface unused ballots. 
Immediately upon the closing of the polls and before any ballot is taken from 

any of the ballot containers the precinct board member shall, in the presence of all 
persons in the room who may desire to observe them, proceed to deface every 
unused ballot by drawing across its face, in ink or indelible pencil, two lines which 
shall cross each other, the cross to be more than three inches square. The precinct 
board member shall thereupon, immediately and before any ballots are taken from 
any ballot-container place all defaced ballots within an envelope or other receptacle 
provided for that purpose. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 220, §6.! 

14304. Alternate method of defacing unused ballots. 
(a) In lieu of the procedure outlined in Section 14303 the unused ballots may be 

defaced by tearing or cutting in such a manner that it is apparent that the ballot has 
been intentionally destroyed to prevent its use. If the alternate method of destruc
tion is used, it will be done in such a manner that the serial number of the ballots 
is retained for the purposes of reconciliation. 

(b) In lieu of the procedure outlined in subdivision (a), the precinct board 
member shall, immedia tely upon the close of the polls and before any ballot is taken 

1993 340 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

tI 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 



I 
I 

Ie 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 3. Privileges of Voters 14350. 

from any of the containers, place all of the unused ballots into a special container 
provided for that purpose. A tamperproof seal containing spaces for entering the 
total number of unused ballots enclosed, the beginning and ending serial numbers 
thereof and signature lines for all members of the precinct board following a 
statement certifying that all of the ballots were placed in the container in their 
presence and the information on the seal is true and correct shall be provided. After 
signing the seat it shall be placed on the container in a manner that the container 
cannot be opened without tearing the seal. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 329, §6.J 

14305. Reconciliation of ballots. 
The members of the precinct board shall account for the ballots delivered to them 

by returning a sufficient number of unused ballots to make up, when added to the 
number of official ballots cast and the number of spoiled and canceled ballots 
returned, the number of ballots given to them. The officers receiving returned 
ballots shall compel such an accounting. 

The precinct board shall complete the roster as required in Section 14005.5, and 
shall also complete and sign the certificate of performance prescribed in Section 
17013, if that section applies. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 993, §12.) 

14306. Destruction of unused ballots by clerk. 
(a) Immediately upon the arrival of the hour when the polls are required by law 

to be dosed on election day, the clerk conducting the election, shall openly, in the 
clerk's main office, in the presence of any persons who are present to observe, 
according to the procedure set forth in either Section 14303 or 14304, proceed to 
deface every unused ballot remaining in the control of the clerk. The clerk shall 
forthwith make and file an affidavit, in writing, as to the number of ballots 
destroyed. 

(b) In lieu of the procedure provided for in subdivision (a), the clerk may follow 
the procedure set forth in subdivision (b) of Section 14304, except that the tamper
proof seal shall be signed by the clerk and at least one deputy or assistant clerk or 
registrar. The sealed container shall then be placed with the sealed containers 
containing unused ballots from the precincts in a security area by the clerk until 
disposition is made pursuant to Section 14810 or 14811. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 329, §7.) 

Chapter 3. Privileges of Voters 

14350. Tim. off for voting, 
If a voter does not have sufficient time outside of working hours to vote at a 

statewide election, the voter may, without loss of pay, take off enough working 
time which when added to the voting time available outside of working hours will 
enable the voter to vote. 

No more than two hours of the time taken off for voting shall be without loss of 
pay. The time off for voting shall be only at the beginning or end of the regular 
working Shift, whichever allows the most free time for voting and the least time off 
from the regular working shift, unless otherwise mutually agreed. 

If the employee on the third working day prior to the day of election, knows or 
has reason to believe that time off will be necessary to be able to vote on election 
day, the employee shall give the employer at least two working days' notice that 
time off for voting is desired, in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §8.J 
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14351. Time off for voting; post provisions. 
Not less than 10 days before every statewide election, every employer shall keep 

posted conspicuously at the place of work, if practicable, or elsewise where it can 
be seen as employees come or go to their place of work, a notice setting forth the 
provisions of Section 14350. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §8.) 

14352. Time off for voting; application of provisions. 
The provisions of Sections 14350 and 14351 shall apply to all public agencies and 

the employees thereof, as well as to employers and employees in private industry. 
(Added by Slnls. 1976, c. 220, §8.) 

14354. Militia duty. 
Except in time of war or public danger, no voter is obliged to perform militia 

duty on any election day. 
(Added by Slnls.1976, c. 220, §8.J 

Chapter 4. Regulation at the Polls 

14400. Persons permitted within voting area. 
Only voters engaged in receiving, preparing, or depositing their ballots and 

persons authorized by the precinct board to keep order and enforce the law may 
be permitted to be within the voting booth area before the ciosing of the polls. 

(Added by Sln/s. 1976, C. 220, §9.) 

14400.1. Voter accompanied by children within voting booth. 
Nothing contained in this code shall prevent a voter from being accompanied 

by a child or children who are under the age of 13 years while the voter is within 
the voting booth area provided that (I) the child or children are under the voter's 
care and (2) the voter is unable to find an alternative method of temporary care for 
the child or children during the time that the voter is voting. 

(Added by Slals.1984, C. 473, §2.) 

14401. Persons pennitted to sit at desk or table. 
Only members of the precinct board and persons while signing their names on 

the roster, shall be permitted during the hours within which voting is in progress, 
to sit at the desk or table used by the precinct board. 

Any person may inspect the roster while voting is in progress and while votes 
are being counted. However, this shall not be done at a time or in a manner which 
will impede, interfere or interrupt the normal process of voting. 

(Added by Stals. 1976, C. 220, §9.) 

14402. Voting booth occupancy. 
Except as provided in Section 14400.1, voting booths or compartments shall not 

be occupied by more than one person at a time, unless the voter is eligible under 
the assisted-voter provisions. Voters shall not remain in or occupy the booths or 
compartments longer than is necessary to mark their ballots, which shall not exceed 
10 minutes; provided, however, that where no other voter would be inconven
ienced, a longer period shall be allowed. 

(Amended by Slals. 1984, C. 473, §3.J 

14403. Deposit of ballot in ballot container. 
Members of the precinct board shall not deposit in the ballot container any ballot 

from which the slip containing the number of the ballot has not been removed by 
a member of the precinct board and handed to the voter. This provision does not 
apply to voting by absent voter ballot. 
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Chapter 4. Regulation at the PoliS 14427. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 220, §9.! 

14404. Restriction; alcoholic beverages. 
A place where the primary purpose of the establishment is the sale and dispen

sation of alcoholic beverages shall not be used as a polling place. A polling place 
shall not be connected by a door, window or other opening with any place where 
any alcoholic beverage is sold or dispensed while the polls are open. 

(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 875, §2.! 

14405. Communication other than English. 
Any member of the precinct board when using a language other than English 

at the polls shall communicate with voters in such language only as he or she would 
be lawfully permitted to communicate in English under the code and shall be 
subject to like penalty for any illegal communication as if it had occurred in English. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 220, §9.J 

14427. Spoiled ballots. 
If a voter spoils or defaces a ballot, he shall at once return it to the ballot clerk 

and receive another. A voter shall not receive more than a total of three ballots, 
including his original ballot, in this manner. 

(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 429, §8.J 
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Chapter 1. Affidavits of Registration and Voter Registration Indexes 14700. 

DIVISION 10.5. RETENTION AND 
PRESERV A TION OF ELECTION RECORDS 

Chapter 1. Affidavits of Registration and Voter Registration Indexes 

14500. Preservation of affidavits of registration. 
(a) The elections official shall preserve all canceled original affidavits of regis

tration for a period of five years, after which they may be destroyed by that officer. 
(b) In lieu of preserving the canceled original affidavit of registration, the 

elections official may, by filming or other suitable method, record the canceled 
affidavit and destroy the affidavit following the first general election after the date 
of cancella tion. 

(Added by 5lals. 1987, c. 1039, §9.) 

14510. Preservation of index to the affidavits of registration. 
The elections official shaU keep a copy of the index to the affidavi Is of registration 

described in Section 600 on file as a public record for election, political research, 
and governmental purposes for a period of five years. 

(Added by 5lals. 1987, c. 1039, §10.) 

Chapter 2. Nomination Documents 

14600. Preservation of nomination documents and signatures in lieu of filing 
fee petitions. 

(a) All nomination documents and signatures in lieu of filing fee petitions filed 
in accordance with this code shall be held by the officer with whom they are filed 
during the term of office for which they are filed and for four years after the 
expiration of the term. 

(b) Thereafter, the documents and petitions shall be destroyed as soon as 
practicable unless they either are in evidence in some action or proceeding then 
pending or unless the elections official has received a written request from the 
Attorney General, the Secretary of State, the Fair Political Practices Commission, a 
district attorney, a grand jury, or the governing body of a county, city and county, 
or district, including a school district, that the documents and petitions be pre
served for use in a pending or"ongoing investigation into election irregularities, the 
subject of which relates to the placement of a candidate's name on the ballot, or in 
a pending or ongoing investigation into a violation of the Political Reform Act of 
1974 as set forth in Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government 
Code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1987, c.1039, §J1.) 

Chapter 3. Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

14700. Preservation of initiative or referendum petitions. 
(a) Elections officials required by law to receive or file in their offices any 

initiative or referendum petition shall preserve the petition until eight months after 
the certification of the results of the election for which the peti tion qualified or, if 
the measure, for any reason, is not submitted to the voters, eight months after the 
final examination of the petition by the elections official. 

(b) Thereafter, the petition shall be destroyed as soon as practicable unless it is 
in evidence in some action or proceeding then pending or unless the elections 
official has received a written request from the Attorney General. the Secretary of 
State, the Fair Political Practices Commission, a district attorney, a grand jury, or 
the governing body of a county, city and county, or district, including a school 
district, that the petition be preserved for use in a pending or ongoing investigation 
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into election irregularities, the subject of which relates to the petition's qualification 
or disqualification for placement on the ballot, or in a pending or ongoing investi
gation into a violation of the Political Reform Act of 1974 as set forth in Title 9 
(commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code. 

(c) Public access to any such petition shall be restricted in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 6253.5 of the Government Code. 

(d) This section shall apply to the following petitions: 
(I) Statewide initiative and referendum petitions. 
(2) County initiative and referendum petitions. 
(3) Municipal initiative and referendum petitions. 
(4) Municipal city charter amendment petitions. 
(5) District initiative and referendum petitions. 

(Added by Slals. 1987, c. 1039, §12.J 

Chapter 4. Precinct Supplies and Ballots 

14800. Preservation of rosters or combined rosters and indexes. 

(a) The elections official shall preserve all rosters of voters or combined rosters 
and indexes as provided for in Section 14006, if applicable, until five years after the 
date of the election, after which they may be destroyed by that official. 

(b) In lieu of preserving the original roster of voters, the elections official may, 
by filming or other suitable method, record the original roster of voters and destroy 
the roster following the next subsequent general election. 

(Added by Slals.1987, c.1039, §13.J 

14810. Preservation of ballots; election of federal offices. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to those elections where candidates for 

one or more of the following offices are voted upon: President, Vice President, 
United States Senator, and United States Representative. 

(b) The packages containing the following ballots and identification envelope 
shall be kept by the elections official, unopened and unaltered, for 22 months from 
the date of the election: 

(I) Voted polling place ballots. 
(2) Voted absent voter ballots. 
(3) Absent voter identification envelopes. 
(4) Spoiled ballots. 
(5) Canceled ballots. 
(6) Unused absentee ballots surrendered by the voter pursuant to Section 

1012. 
(7) Ballot receipts. 

(c) If a contest is not commenced within the 22-month period, or if a criminal 
prosecution involving fraudulent use, marking or falsification of ballots or forgery 
of absent voters' signatures is not commenced within the 22-month period, either 
of which may involve the vote of the precinct from which voted ballots were 
received, the elections official shall have the ballots destroyed or recycled. The 
packages shall otherwise remain unopened until the ballots are destroyed or 
recycled. 

(Amended by Slals. 1990, c. 1314, §1O.J 

14811. Preservation of ballots; state or local elections. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to all state or local elections not 

provided for in subdivision (a) of Section 14810. An election is not deemed a state 
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Chapter 4. Precinct Supplies and Ballots 14821. 

or local election if votes for candidates for federal office may be cast on the same 
ballot as votes for candidates for state or local office. 

(b) The packages containing the following ballots and identification envelopes 
shall be kept by the elections official, unopened and unaltered, for six months from 
the date of the election: 

(1) Voted polling place ballots. 
(2) Voted absent voter ballots. 
(3) Absent voter identification envelopes. 
(4) Spoiled ballots. 
(5) Canceled ballots. 
(6) Unused absent voter ballots surrendered by the voter pursuant to Section 

1012. 
(7) Ballot receipts. 

(c) If a contest is not commenced within the six-month period, or if a criminal 
prosecution involving fraudulent use, marking or falsification of ballots or forgery 
of absent voters' signatures is not commenced within the six-month period, either 
of which may involve the vote of the precinct from which voted ballots were 
received, the elections official shall have the packages destroyed or recycled. The 
packages shall otherwise remain unopened until the ballots are destroyed or 
recycled. 

(Amended by 5tats.1990, c.1314, §11.! 

14820. Preservation of materials; election of federal offices. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to those elections where candidates for 

one or more of the following offices are voted upon: President, Vice President, 
United States Senator, and United States Representative. 

(b) The elections official shall preserve the package or packages containing the 
following items for a period of 22 months: 

(1) Two tally sheets. 
(2) The copy of the index used as the voting record. 
(3) The challenge lists. 
(4) The assisted voters list. 

. (c) All voters may inspect the contents of the package or packages at all times 
following commencement of the official canvass of the votes. 

(d) H a contest is not commenced within the 22-month period, or if a criminal 
prosecution involving fraudulent use, marking, or falsification of ballots or forgery 
of absent voters' signatures is not commenced within the 22-month period, either 
of which may involve the vote of the precinct from which voted ballots were 
received, the elections official may have the paCkages destroyed or recycled. 

(Amended by 5tats.19BB, c. 211, §B; Amended by 5tats.19BB, c. 915, §15.! 

14821. Preservation of materialsi state or local elections . 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to all state or local elections not 

provided for in subdivision (a) of Section 14820. An election is not deemed a state 
or local election if votes for candidates for federal office may be cast on the same 
ballot as votes for candidates for state or local office. 

(b) The elections official shall preserve the package or packages containing the 
following items for a period of six months: 

(1) Two tally sheets. 
(2) The copy of the index used as the voting record. 
(3) The challenge lists. 
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(4) The assisted voters list. 

DIVISION 10.5. RETENTION AND 
PRESERVATION OF ELECTION RECORDS 

(c) All voters may inspect the contents of the package or packages at all times 
following commencement of the official canvass of the votes. 

(d) If a contest is not commenced within the six-month period, or if a criminal 
prosecution involving fraudulent use, marking or falsification of ballots, or forgery 
of absent voters' signatures is not commenced within the six-month period, either 
of which may involve the vote of the precinct from which voted ballots were 
received, the election official may have the packages destroyed or recycled. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1988, c.160, §38; Amended by 5Ials.1988, c. 211, §9; Amended by 
5Ials.1988, c. 915, §16.) 

14830. Preservation of voted ballot cards; election of federal offices. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to those elections where candidates for 

one or more of the following offices are voted upon: President, Vice President, 
United States Senator, and United States Representative. 

(b) Upon the completion of the counting of the votes as provided in Article 4 
(commencing with Section 17180) of Chapter 13 of Division 12, all baUot cards shall 
be arranged by precincts and shall be kept by the elections official for 22 months 
from the date of the election or so long thereafter as any contest involving the vote 
at the election remains undetermined. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the final disposition of all 
voted ballot cards shall be determined by the elections official. 

(d) Sealed ballot containers may be opened if the elections official determines it 
is necessary in a shredding or recycling process. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to allow packages or containers to be opened except for purposes 
specified herein. The packages or containers shall otherwise remain unopened until 
the ballots are destroyed or recycled. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 1314, §12.! 

14831. Preservation of voted ballot cards; state or local election. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to all state or local elections not 

provided for in subdivision (a) of Section 14830. An election is not deemed a state 
or local election if votes for candidates for federal office may be cast on the same 
ballot as votes for candidates for state or local office. 

(b) Upon the completion of the counting of the votes as provided in Article 4 
(commencing with Section 17180) of Chapter 13 of Division 12, all ballot cards shall 
be arranged by precincts and shall be kept by the elections official for six months 
from the date of the election or so long thereafter as any contest involving the vote 
at the election remains undetermined. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the final disposition of all 
voted ballot cards shall be determined by the elections official. 

(d) Sealed ballot containers may be opened if the elections official determines it 
is necessary in a shredding or recycling process. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to allow packages or containers to be opened except for purposes 
specified herein. The packages or containers shall otherwise remain unopened until 
the ballots are destroyed or recycled. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1990, c. 1314, §13.! 

Chapter 5. Recall Petitions 

14900. Preservation of recall petitions. 
(a) The clerk or, in the case of the recall of a state officer, the Secretary of State, 

shall preserve in his or her office all recall petitions filed for eight months after the 
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Chapter 6. Miscellaneous Provisions 14970. 

results of the election for which the petition qualified or, if no election is held, eight 
months after the clerk's final examination of the petition. 

(b) Thereafter, the petition shall be destroyed as soon as practicable, unless it is 
in evidence in some action or proceeding then pending or unless the elections 
official has received a written request from the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
State, the Fair Political Practices Commission, a district attorney, a grand jury, or 
the gcveming body of a county, city and county, dty, or district, including a school 
district, that the petition be preserved for use in a pending or ongoing investigation 
into election irregularities, or in a pending or ongoing investigation into a violation 
of the Political Refonn Act of 1974 as set forth in Title 9 (commencing with Section 
81000) of the Government Code. 

(c) Public access to any such petition shall be restricted in accordance with 
Section 6253.5 of the Government Code. 

(Added by Stats.19B7, c.1039, §20.) 

Chapter 6. Miscellaneous Provisions 

14950. Computer vote count program; deposit; preservation. 
(a) A copy of each election computer vote count program for a statewide election 

or state special election to fill vacancies shall be deposited with the Secretary of 
State. 

(b) The copy of the election computer vote count program specified in subdivi
sion (a) shall be received by the Secretary of State no later than Sp.m. on the seventh 
day before the election. 

(c) If the election computer vote count program is modified or altered after the 
submission specified in subdivision (a), the elections official shall immediately 
deposit the subsequent program no later than noon on the day of the election. 

(d) The Secretary of State shall hold the deposited programs for a period of not 
less than six months, at which time the program shall be returned to the elections 
official. 

(1) The elections official shall preserve the returned program for a period of 
16 months. 

(2) The programs deposited in accordance with this section shall be used only 
for an official recount, court action, or for logic and accuracy tests required by the 
Secretary of State. 

(e) The Secretary of State may seek injunctive relief requiring county elections 
officials to submit the computer vote count program specified in subdivision (a). 
Venue for a proceeding under this section shall be exclusively in Sacramento 
County. 

(Added by Stats.19B7, c.1039, §21.) 

14960. Precinct maps; filing. 
Following each general election, the county clerk shall file copies of all precinct 

maps with the Secretary of State. If there is no change in the precinct maps from 
those maps which are currently on file, in lieu of filing copies of such maps with 
the Secretary of State the clerk may submit a written statement informing the 
Secretary of State of that fact. The Secretary of State shall maintain a file of all such 
copies for 12 years, and shall, upon request, make them available for examination. 

(Added by Stats.19B7, c. 1039, §22.) 

14970. Preservation of precinct official material; federal elections. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to those elections where candidates for 

one or more of the following offices are voted upon: President, Vice President, 
United States Senator, and United States Representative. 
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(b) The elections official shall preserve the following records reflecting the 
appointment of precinct officials until 22 months from the date of any election. 

(I) Precinct officers' declaration of intention required by Section 1637. 
(2) Precinct board member applications specified in Section 1637.5. 
(3) Order appointing members of the several precinct boards and designating 

the polling places specified in Section 1638. 
(4) Nominations for appointment to the precinct board by the county central 

committee of each qualified political party specified in Section 1639. 
(5) Written orders appointing precinct board members or designating the 

polling place for the preclnct pursuant to Section 1648. 
(Added by Stats. 1987, c. 1039, §23.) 

14971. Preservation of precinct official material; state or local election. 
(a) The following provisions shall apply to all state or local elections not 

provided for in subdivision (a) of Section 14970. An election is not deemed a state 
or local election if votes for candidates for federal office may be cast on the same 
ballot as votes for candidates for state or local office. 

(b) The elections official shall preserve the following records reflecting the 
appointment of precinct officials until six months from the date of an election. 

(1) Precinct officers' declaration of intention required by Section 1637. 
(2) Precinct board member applications specified in Section 1637.5. 
(3) Order appointing members of the several precinct boards and designating 

the polling places specified in Section 1638. 
(4) Nominations for appointment to the precinct board by the county central 

committee of each qualified political party specified in Section 1639. 
(5) Written orders appointing precinct board members or designating the 

polling place for the precinct pursuant to Section 1648. 
(Added by Stats. 1987, c. 1039, §24.J 

14980. Preservation of absent voter ballots for federal elections. 
(a) The following provisions apply to those elections where candidates for one 

or more of the following offices are voted upon: President of the United States, Vice 
President of the United States, United States Senator, and United States Repre
sentative. 

(b) The elections official shall preserve all applications for absent voter ballots 
for a period of 22 months from the date of the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1314, §16.) 

14981. Preservation of absent voter ballots for state and local elections. 
(a) The following provisions apply to all state or local elections not provided for 

in subdivision (a) of Section 14980. An election is not deemed a state or local election 
if votes for candidates for federal office may be cast on the same ballot as votes for 
candida tes for state or local office. 

(b) The elections official shall preserve all applications for absent voter ballots 
for a period of six months from the date of the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1314, §17.) 

14990. Preservation of list of new resident voters. 
The elections official shall preserve the list of new resident voters voting 

pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 1100) of Division 2 for 22 months 
from the date of the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1314, §18.J 
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Chapter 1. General Provisions 

DIVISION 11. VOTING SYSTEMS 
Chapter 1. General Provisions 

Article 1. Definitions 

15000. Definitions govern construction. 

15010. 

Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions set forth in this article shall 
govern the construction of this division. 

(Added by Slals.1976. c. 246, §3.J 

15003. "Demonstrator" definition. 
"Demonstrator" means a model or facsimile of the voting device or the portion 

of the face of the voting machine which shows the voter how to operate the machine. 
(Added by Slals.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15004. "Elections official" definition. 
"Elections official" means any county clerk, city clerk, registrar of voters, 

elections supervisor, or governing board having jurisdiction over elections within 
any county, city, or district within the state. 

(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15005. "Punchcard" definition. 
"Punchcard" means a tabulating card on which the voter may record his vote 

by punching, marking, or slotting. 
(Added by 51als.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15006. IISoftware" definition. 
"Software" includes all programs, voting devices, cards, ballot cards or papers, 

operating manuals or instructions, test procedures, printouts, and other non
mechanical or nonelectrical items necessary to the operation of a voting system. 

(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15007. IIVoting device" definition. 
"Voting device" means any device used in conjunction with a ballot card or 

cards to indicate the choice of the voter by marking, punching, or slotting the ballot 
card. 

(Added by Sla15.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15008. IIVoting machine" definition. 
"Voting machine" means any device upon which a voter may register his vote, 

and which, by means of counters, embossing, or priI1touts, furnishes a total of the 
number of votes cast for each candidate or measure. 

(Added by Stals. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15009. "Voting system" definition . 
"Voting system" means any mechanical, electromechanical, or electronic sys

tem and its software, or any combination of such used to cast or tabulate votes, or 
both. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15010. "Vote tabulating device" definition. 
"Vote tabulating device" means any piece of equipment, other than a voting 

machine, which compiles a total of votes cast by means of ballot card sorting, ballot 
card reading, paper ballot scanning, electronic data processing, or a combination 
of such equipment. 
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15020. DIVISION 11. VOTING SYSTEMS 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

Article 2. General Procedures 

15020. Liberal construction. 
This division shall be liberally construed so that the real will of the electors will 

not be defeated by any informality or failure to comply with all of the provisions 
of the law. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3') 

15021. Controlling division. 
Any provision of this division, insofar as it is inconsistent with any other 

provision of this code relating to the same subject matter, shall be controlling as to 
any election or precinct for which the provisions of this division are adopted. 

(Added by Stals. 1976, c. 246, §3') 

15022. Controlling division. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, including any 

city or county ordinance, unless such other provision of the law is deemed consis
tent with this division, the provisions of this division shall govern voting systems. 

(Added by Slals.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15023. Adoption of voting system; more than one system. 
The governing board may adopt for use at elections any kind of voting system 

or any combination of voting systems or any combination of a voting system and 
paper ballots provided that the use of the voting system or systems involved has 
been approved by the Secretary of State or specifically authorized by law. The 
voting system or systems may be used at any or all elections held in any county, 
city, or any of their political subdivisions for voting, registering, and counting votes 
cast. When more than one voting system is used to count ballots, the names of 
candidates shall, insofar as possible, be placed upon the primary voting system. 
When more than one voting system or a combination of voting system and paper 
ballots is used to count ballots, a single ballot measure or the candidates for a single 
office may not be split between voting systems or between a voting system and 
paper ballots. 

(Amended by Siais. 1982, c. 1190, §5.J 

15024. Experimental adoption of voting system. 
The governing board, without formally adopting a system which it might 

lawfully adopt, may provide for its experimental use at an election in one or more 
precincts. Its use at the election is as valid for all purposes as if it were lawfully 
adopted. 

(Added by SlaI5.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15025. Electrical failure; marking by pencil. 
In the case of electrical failure or other emergency, the official conducting the 

election may direct that ballots may be marked by pencil or ink. In such an event, 
the elections official may duplicate the voted ballot cards as provided in Section 
15270 and count the duplicate ballots by automatic tabulating device, or may rount 
the voted ballots pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 17000) of 
Division 12. 

(Amended by Siais. 1986, c. 1277, §12.) 

15026. Payment for voting system. 
The governing board may provide for the payment of the cost of the voting 

system equipment in such manner and by such method as it may deem for the best 
local interests, and also may for that purpose issue bonds, certificates of indebted-
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Chapter 2. Voting Systems: Generally 15104. 

ness, or other obligations which shall be a charge on the county or city. The bonds, 
certificates, or other obligations may be issued with or without interest, payable at 
such time as the authorities may determine, but shall not be issued or sold at less 
than par. The governing board may enter into lease agreements or lease-purchase 
agreements for the use of equipment. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

Chapter 2. Voting Systems: Generally 

Article 1. Voting Machine and Vote Tabulating Devices 

15100. Function of Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall study and adopt regulations governing the use of 

voting machines, voting devices, and vote tabulating devices. 
(Added by 5tats.1982, c.1190, §7.) 

15101. Arrangements for examining voting equipment; report of findings. 
The Secretary of State may make all arrangements for the time and place to 

examine voting equipment proposed to be sold in this state. He or she shall furnish 
a complete report of the findings of the examining engineers to the Governor and 
the Attorney General. 

(Added by 5tats.1982, c. 1190, §7.J 

15102. Meetings with legislative members. 
The Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on Elections and Reapportion

ment and the Chairman of the Assembly Standing Committee on Elections and 
Reapportionment shaH meet with the Secretary of State and assist the Secretary of 
State to the extent that such participation is not incompatible with their positions 
as Members of the Legislature. For the purposes of this diVision, the chairmen of 
the committees named shall constitute a joint interim legislative committee on the 
subject of this chapter and shaH have the powers and duties imposed upon such 
committees by the Joint Rules of the Senate and Assembly. 

(Added by 5tats.1982, c. 1190, §7.J 

15103. Investigate violations 

The Secretary of State may investigate any alleged violation of his or her 
regulations with power to subpoena all necessary persons and records. 

(Added by 5tats.1982, c.1190, §7.) 

15104. Public hearing. 
Prior to giving its decision approving or withholding approval of any voting 

machine, voting device, or vote tabulating device, the Secretary of State shall hold 
a public hearing to give persons interested an opportunity to express their views 
for or against the machine or device. 

The Secretary of State shall give notice of the hearing in the manner prescribed 
in Section 6064 of the Government Code in a newspaper of general circulation 
published in Sacramento County. The Secretary of State shall also transmit written 
notice of the hearing, at least 30 days prior to the hearing, to each county clerk, to 
any person that the Secretary of State believes will be interested in the hearing, and 
to any person who requests, in writing, notice of any such hearing. 

The decision of the Secretary of State, either approving or withholding approval 
of a voting machine, voting device, or vote tabulating device, shall be in writing 
and shaH state the findings of the secretary. The decision shaH be open to public 
inspection. 

(Added by 5Iats.1982, c.1190, §7.J 
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15105. Ballot tally source code placed in an approved escrow facility. 
(a) An exact copy of the source code for all ballot tally software programs shall 

be placed in an approved escrow facility prior to its use. 
(b) The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations relating to the following: 

(I) The definition of source codes for ballot tally software. 
(2) Specifications for the escrow facility, including security and environ

mental specifications necessary for the preservation of the ballot tally software 
program source codes. 

(3) Procedures for submitting ballot tally software program source codes. 
(4) Criteria for access to ballot tally software program source codes. 

(c) The Secretary of State may seek injunctive relief requiring the elections 
officials to comply with this section and related regulations. Venue for a proceeding 
under this section shall be exclusively in Sacramento County. 

(d) This section applies to all elections. 
(Added by 5Ials.1989, c. 235, §1.! 

Article 2. Approval of Voting Systems 

15110. System must fulfill code requirements. 
The Secretary of State shall not approve any voting system, or part of a voting 

system, unless it fulfills the requirements of this code and the regulations of the 
Secretary of State. 

(Added by 5Ials.1982, c.119O, §7.! 

15111. Approval before use. 
No voting system, in whole or in part, shall be used unless it has received the 

approval of the Secretary of State, prior to any election at which it is to be first used. 
(Added by 5tals.1982, c.1190, §7.! 

15112. Application for examination. 
Any person or corporation owning or being interested in any voting system or 

part of a voting system may apply to the Secretary of State to examine it and report 
on its accuracy and efficiency to fulfill its purpose. The Secretary of State shall 
complete his or her examination without undue delay. 

(Added by 5Ials.1982, c. 1190, §7.! 

15113. Specifications and regulations. 
The Secretary of State shall establish the specifications for and the regulations 

governing voting machines, voting devices, and vote tabulating devices and any 
software used for each induding the programs and procedures for vote tabulating 
and testing. The criteria for establishing such specifications and regulations shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) The machine or device and its software shall be suitable for the purpose for 
which it is intended. 

(b) The system shall preserve the secrecy of the ballot. 
(c) The system shall be safe from fraud or manipulation. 
(Added by 5Ials.1982, c. 1190, §7.J 

15114. Employment of expert technicians. 
For the purpose of assistance in examining a voting system the Secretary of State 

may employ not more than three expert electronic technicians at a cost to be set by 
the Secretary of State. The compensation of the electronic technicians shall be paid 
by the person or corporation submitting the machine or device. 
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Chapter 2. Voting Systems: Generatty 15120. 

The Secretary of State may require the person or corporation submitting the 
machine or device to deposit sufficient funds to guarantee the payment of the 
examination charges. The Secretary of State may deposit the funds in an appropri
ate treasury trust account and, within 30 days after his or her report of examination, 
draw a refund check to the credit of the person or corporation for any amount in 
excess of costs. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.! 

15115. Filing of examination report. 
Within 3D days after completing the examination of any voting system, the 

Secretary of State shall place on file a report stating whether in his or her opinion 
the kind of voting system examined can safely be used. The report shall also contain 
a written or printed description and drawings and photographs clearly identifying 
the machine or device and its mechanical operation. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.) 

15116. Report deems approval. 
If the report states that the voting system can be used, it shall be deemed 

approved by the Secretary of State and machines or devices of its kind may be 
adopted for use at elections. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.! 

15117. Report sent to board of supervisors 
Within 10 days after filing the report, the Secretary of State shall send a copy to 

the board of supervisors of each county. 
(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.! 

15118. Notification of change. 
When a voting system or a part of a voting system has been approved by the 

Secretary of State, it shall not be changed or modified until the Secretary of State 
has been notified in writing and determined that the change or modification does 
not impair its accuracy and efficiency sufficient to require a reexamination and 
reapproval pursuant to this article. The Secretary of State may adopt rules and 
regulations governing the procedures to be followed in making his or her determi
nation as to whether the change or modification impairs accuracy or efficiency. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.) 

15119. Inspection of voting equipment. 
The elections official of any county or city using voting or vote tabulating 

equipment shall inspect the machines or devices at least once every two years to 
determine their accuracy. Any county or city using leased or rented equipment 
shall determine if the equipment has been inspected for accuracy within the last 
two years before using it for any election. The inspection shall be made in accord
ance with regulations adopted and promulgated by the Secretary of State. The 
elections official shall certify the results of the inspection to the Secretary of State. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.! 

15120. Reexamination of voting system. 
If the Secretary of State has reason to believe that a local inspection of equipment 

is not adequate, he or she may cause the equipment to be reexamined, at any time 
prior to six months before a statewide election, to insure that they tabulate votes 
accurately. 

For the purpose of reexamining voting equipment the Secretary of State may 
employ not more than three expert technicians at a cost to be determined by the 
Secretary of State. The compensation of the technicians shall be paid by the county 
using the equipment examined. 
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15121. DIVISION 11. VOTING SYSTEMS 

The Secretary of State may make all arrangements for the time and place to 
examine the voting equipment, and shall furnish a complete report of the findings 
of the examining engineers to the Governor I to the Attorney General, to each county 
elections official, to the chairmen of the elections committees of the Assembly and 
Senate, and to the manufacturer of the equipment. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 1190, §7.J 

15121. Equipment may be loaned or rented. 
Voting equipment may be loaned or rented for any purposes with the consent 

of the board of supervisors, if payment for the expenses incident to the use of the 
machine is made. 

(Added by Stats.1982, c.119O, §7.J 

15122. Periodic review of voting system. 
The Secretary of State shall review voting systems periodically to determine if 

they are defective, obsolete, or otherwise unacceptable. The Secretary of State has 
the right to withdraw his Of her approval previously granted under this article of 
any voting system or part of a voting system should it be defective or prove 
unacceptable after such review. Six months' notice must be given before withdraw
ing approval unless the Secretary of State for good cause shown shall make a 
determination that a shorter notice period is necessary. Any withdrawal by the 
Secretary of State of his or her previous approval of a voting system or part of a 
voting system shall not be effective as to any election conducted within six months 
of such withdrawal. 

(Added by Stat5.1982, c.1190, §7.) 

Chapter 3. Elections Using Voting Systems 

Article 1. General Provisions 

15200. Application of chapter. 
This chapter shall govern all elections except those totally using paper ballots 

counted by hand. Voting machines are governed by this chapter only where the 
provisions of this chapter are not inconsistent with Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 15300). 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 454, §19.) 

15201. Adoption of system; size of precinct. 
A governing board may adopt a system provided for in this division for any or 

all precincts within its jurisdiction, and for any portion or all of any election. The 
election official may, from time to time, combine, rearrange, or enlarge the precincts 
for which such system is adopted, provided no direct primary: or general election 
precinct shall include more than 1,000 voters. The governing board may cease to 
use such system in any or all precincts or elections under its jurisdiction. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 836, §3.! 

15202. Precinct board inspector instruction. 

A precinct board inspector shall not serve in any election unless he has received 
instruction and is fully qualified to perform his duties. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15203. Precinct board instruction. 
Prior to each election the elections official shall instruct the precinct board 

inspector and as many other board members as possible in the use of the voting 
equipment and in their other duties. 

(Added by Stat5. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 
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Chapter 3. Elections Using Voting Systems 15221. 

15204. Emergency vacancy. 
This article shall not prevent the appointment and service of a member of a 

precinct ooard to fill a vacancy in an emergency. 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 246, §3') 

15205. Composition of precinct board 
In any municipal, special district, or school district election at which an elec

tronic, electromechanical, or punchcard voting system is to be used for counting 
the ballots, the officer in charge of the election may provide that the precinct board 
shall consist of one inspector and two or more judges who shall be appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of Division 10 (commencing with Section 14000). This 
section shall not apply to any local election ronsolidated with a statewide direct 
primary or general election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3; Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1438, §17.3.) 

15206. Composition of precinct board. 
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, in local elections where precincts 

consist of fewer than 500 voters and where ballots are to be counted by means of 
vote tabulating devices, the precinct board may consist of one inspector and two 
clerks. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15207. Composition of precinct board. 
Where part of the ballot is voted upon paper and part upon voting machines. 

there shall be appointed an additional precinct board member. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15209. Delivery of voting equipment. 
All voting equipment shall be transferred to the polling places in charge of an 

authorized official, who shall certify to their delivery in good order. 
(Added by Siais. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15210. Providing of ballots and supplies. 
Ballots and other election supplies appropriate to the system shall be furnished 

as provided for other precincts except that: 
(a) No rubber stamps or ink pads shall be supplied when only ballots to be 

punched are used. 
(b) Ballots shall be suitable to be punched or slotted in the marking device and 

subsequently counted on an approved mechanical or electronic counting device. 
(c) The containers of the ballots shall be of such type that they will adequately 

protect the ballots and that they can be opened without mutilation. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3,J 

Article 2. Procedures at the Polls 

15220. Procedure at polls. 
The procedure at the polls where voting is conducted pursuant to this division 

shall be the same as at other polling places, except as provided in this article. 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15221. Voter must be entiUed to vote. 
After the opening of the polls, the precinct board shall not allow any voter to 

enter the voting booth until it ascertains that he is entitled to vote. 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 246, §3.) 
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15222. Instructions to voter. 
Before each voter enters the voting booth, the precinct board shall inform him 

how to operate the voting device. If a marking or punching device is used the voter 
shall be instructed to use only that device. The voter shall also be instructed how 
to fold the ballot and place it in the envelope. If any voter, after entering the booth, 
asks for information regarding the operation of the machine or device the precinct 
board shall give him the information. 

(Added by 51als.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15223. Marking device handed to voter. 
The device for marking the ballot may be handed to the voter with his ballot 

before the voter goes into the voting booth, and shall be returned to the precinct 
board after he has finished marking his ballot. 

(Added by 51als.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15224. Same marking device for manually counted ballots. 
In any election where ballots are to be counted both manually and by electro

mechanical tabulating devices, the marking device used for marking ballots to be 
counted electromechanically may be used for marking ballots to be counted manu
ally. 

(Added by Slals.1976, c. 246, §3') 

15225. Folding ballot or placing in an envelope. 
Before leaving the voting booth or compartment the voter shall fold or place the 

ballot card in the envelope so that the ballot markings of the voter will not be 
exposed, and the ballot stub will be outside of the envelope or other container to 
be removed by the precinct board. 

(Added by 51als.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15226. Voter shall not show ballot to any person. 
After his ballot is marked a voter shall not show it to any person in such a way 

as to reveal its contents . 
. (Added by Slills.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15227. Deposit ballot in ballot container. 
The voter shall hand the folded ballot or the envelope containing the ballot to a 

precinct board member who shall remove the ballot stub, hand it to the voter, and 
deposit the ballot in the ballot container. U the ballot is to be transferred from the 
envelope to the ballot container care shall be taken not to disclose the markings of 
the voter on the ballot. 

(Added by Slals. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

Article 3. Closing the Polls 

15240. Segregation of ballots to be duplicated. 
Any ballot that is torn, bent, or mutilated shall be segregated in the manner 

directed by the elections official and shall be placed within the same sealed 
container as provided for other voted ballots in Section 15243 and shaU be delivered 
with the voted ballots to the counting place, where a duplicate shaU be prepared 
as provided in Section 15270. Any ballot that is marked in a manner so as to identify 
the voter shall be marked "Void" and shall be placed in the container for void 
ballots. 

(Added by 51als.1976, c. 246, §3; Amended by 51als.1976, c.1438, §17.4.) 

15241. Processing of voted ballots after close of polls. 
As soon as the polls are dosed, the precinct board shall remove the voted ballots 

from the ballot container, and take them outof the envelopes. Where such envelope 
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Chapter 3. Elections Using Voting Systems 15261. 

is also the write-in ballot and a write-in vote has been registered thereon, the ballot 
card shall not be separated from the envelope until the validity of the write--in vote 
has been checked and the used envelope and its related ballot card have been 
cross-identified pursuant to Section 15242 and if two or more separate ballot cards 
have been used in the election, sort them into groups each of which shall contain 
the same series of ballot cards. The precinct board shall next colint the number of 
ballot cards in each group, and certify the number of votes cast on the voting roster 
as provided by Section 14005. If there is any discrepancy between the number of 
voters listed in the roster and the number of ballots voted, this fact shall be noted 
with an explanation of the difference and signed by all the members of the precinct 
board. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3; Amended by 5tats.1976, c.1438, §17.5.! 

15242. Tabulation of write-in votes; procedure if separate write-in ballot is 
used; over votes. 

The precinct board, or if the election official so directs, a board, or boards, at a 
central counting place shall examine the ballots and count the votes cast for 
candidates whose names have been written in. If a separate write-in ballot is used, 
the board shall number each write-in ballot which contains a write-in vote, starting 
with the number 1, and the same number shall be placed on the ballot card in the 
place designated for this purpose. Before any such vote is counted the board shall 
examine the ballot to ascertain whether the write-in vote is valid, and count it only 
if it is found to be valid. Neither a vote registered by punching or slotting nor a 
write-in vote shall be counted if the voter has marked his ballot by a combination 
of punching or slotting the ballot card and writing in, a choice of more names than 
there are candidates to be elected or nominated for any office. All valid write-in 
votes shall be tabulated and certified to the clerk on forms provided for this 
purpose, and the write-in votes shall be added to the results of the count of the 
ballots at the counting place and be induded in the official returns for the precinct. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 667, §21.J 

15243. Placement of ballots in containers; delivery to receiving centers. 
The precinct board shall group voted ballot cards and voted separate write-in 

ballots as directed by the clerk and place them in containers. The board shall also 
place spoiled and void ballots and voided write-in ballots, if any, in containers as 
directed by the clerk, all of which, along with the containers for voted ballot cards 
shall be placed in one or more ooxes which shall then be sealed and delivered as 
soon as possible to the receiving centers or central counting places with the unused 
ballots, supplies, and other materials as directed by the clerk. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 667, §22.! 

Article 4. Counting Procedure 

15260. Place of counting . 
An election official may provide that the ballots cast in any precinct for which 

the system provided for in this chapter has been adopted shall be counted at the 
polls or at a central counting place, or places, as provided in this chapter. 

(Amended by 5tats.1979, c. 667, §23.! 

15261. Provision for paper ballots. 
In the event that paper ballots are used in conjunction with this system, counting 

shall be as provided in Division 12 (commencing with Section 17000). 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3; Amended by 5tats.1976, c.1438, §17.6.! 
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15262. Delivery to central counting place. 
II the ballots are to be counted at a central counting place a member of the 

precinct board shall, following the close of the polls, deliver the ballots, in a sealed 
container, to the central counting place or a designated receiving station. There may 
be two or more central counting places. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15263. Tabulation at polls. 
The ballots may be counted at the polls if a counting or tabulating machine 

approved therefor pursuant to this division is available at the polls. In case of an 
emergency in which it becomes impossible to transport the ballots from the precinct 
to a central counting place, the election official may direct that such ballots be 
counted at the precinct. In such cases, counting shall be conducted substantially in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 17000) of 
Division 12. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3; Amended by 5Ials.1976, c.1438, §17.7.J 

15264. Location of tabulating device may be any place within the state. 
The vote tabulating device may be located at any place within the state approved 

by the election official of the county or other political subdivision using the device. 
The same device may be jointly owned, borrowed, leased or used by two or more 
counties, cities or other political subdivisions to tabulate ballots cast in any election. 

(Amended by Slats. 1979, c. 667, §24.J 

15265. Proceedings open to view of public. 
All proceedings at the central counting place shall be open to the view of the 

public, but no person except one employed and designated for the purpose by the 
elections officiat or his authorized deputy shall touch any ballot container. Access 
to the area where electronic data-processing equipment is being operated may be 
restricted to those persons authorized by the elections official. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15266. Central committee may employ experts to check system. 
The county central committee of each qualified political party may employ, and 

may have present at the central counting place or places, not more than two 
qualified data-processing specialists or engineers to check and review the prepa
ration and operation of the tabulating devices, their programming and testing, and 
have such specialists or engineers in attendance at any or all phases of the election. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15267. Procedure at central counting place. . 
Each container of ballots shall be opened and its contents removed. The ballots 

shall be checked to ascertain if the ballots are properly grouped and shall be 
arranged so that all similar ballots from the precinct are together. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15268. Preservation of tapes under lock and seal. 
Any tape used in the programming of an electronic or electromechanical vote 

counting device upon which votes are registered pursuant to this chapter, and any 
tape used in the compiling of vote totals from such counting device, shall be kept 
under lock and seal, and if there is a recanvass of the votes, the officer entrusted 
with the tapes shall submit his affidavit stating that they are the true tapes used in 
the election and have not been altered. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.J 
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Chapter 3. Elections Using Voting Systems 15272.5. 

15269. Tabulating devices may accumulate total votes. 
The tabulating machines used pursuant to this division may be equipped with 

a device that registers votes cast for candidates and measures on a cumulative basis 
and which may be used to determine the votes cast for each candidate and on each 
measure at any time and up to that time. 

(Added by stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15270. Duplication of ballot cards. 
In preparing the voted ballot cards for processing, any ballot card that is tom, 

bent, or otherwise defective shall be corrected so that every vote cast by the voter 
shall be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If necessary, a true 
duplicate copy of the defective ballot card shall be made and substituted therefor, 
following the intention of the voter insofar as it can be ascertained from the 
defective ballot card. All duplicate ballot cards shall be clearly labeled "duplicate," 
and shall bear a serial number which shall be recorded on the damaged or defective 
ballot. 

(Added by stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15271. Duplication of absentee ballot onto punchcard. 
If paper ballots are used for absentee voting the canvass may be conducted in 

accordance with Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 1400) of Division 2, or the 
clerk may have a true duplicate copy of absentee voter paper ballots made on 
punchcard ballots which shall be verified in the presence of witnesses and after 
verification the punchcard ballots shall be counted in the same manner as other 
punchcard ballots. 

(Added by stats. 1976, c. 246, §3: Amended by 5tats.1976, c. 1438, §17.8') 

15272. Procedures for machine tabulation of absentee ballot. 
The clerk may count absent voter ballots by the use of a voting machine Or vote 

tabulating device subject to all of the following: 
(a) All interested persons shall be afforded the opportunity to be present. 
(b) No vote shall be counted unless there are at least three persons observing the 

counting procedure. 
(c) The voting machine or device shall be inspected, all of its registering counters 

set at zero (000) and locked. 
(d) The clerk may appoint persons to assist in the counting of these ballots. No 

person shall be appointed who is not fully qualified to perform his or her duties. 
(e) No vote shall be registered in the voting machine or device unless all persons 

present are in agreement that the voting machine or device reflects exactly the vote 
of the ballot being counted. 

(I) When the votes of all absent voter ballots have been registered in the voting 
machine or device, the results of the votes cast shall be tabulated in the same manner 
as the results from other voting machines or devices. 

(Amended by stats. 1983, c. 142, §12.) 

15272.5. Processing of absentee ballots; counting of absentee ballots. 
Notwithstanding Section 1400, if the clerk uses voting machines or vote tabulat

ing devices to count absentee ballots as provided by Section 15272, the clerk may 
commence processing the absentee ballots not earlier than 12:00 noon on the day 
before the election. However, the clerk shall not count or enter the ballots into the 
voting machine until election day. 

(Added by stats.1981, c.1114, §18') 
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15273. Procedure when more than one voting system is used. 
When voting at all precincts within a county has not been conducted using the 

same voting system, the result as to the precincts not subject to this chapter shall 
be determined in accordance with other provisions of this code and the result of 
the vote at precincts subject to this chapter shall be determined as provided in this 
chapter. The statement of the vote in such case shall represent the consolidation of 
all such results and the results of the canvass of all absent voter ballots. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15274. Result of votes by precinct. 
When ballots are counted under the provisions of this chapter, the result of the 

vote shall be shown by precincts. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15275. Declaration of results shall include write-in votes; paper ballots. 
Upon completion of the count, the clerk shall add to the results as so determined 

the results of the write-in votes and any paper ballots used as certified by the 
precinct board and thereupon shall declare the vote, and forthwith post one copy 
at the counting place for public inspection. 

(Added by 5ta15. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15276. Final canvass. 
The final canvass of the vote at an election in which all voting in the county was 

done pursuant to this division may be made by adding the results as determined 
by the clerk to the results of the canvass of the absent voter ballots and making the 
statement of the vote in the manner provided for the particular election. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

Chapter 4. Elections Using Voting Machines 

Article 1. Ballots 

15300. Voting machine shall permit voter to vote for all candidates. 
A voting machine shall, except at a direct primary election, permit the voter to 

vote for all the candidates of one party or in part for the candidates of one party 
and in part for the candidates of one or more other parties. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 246, §3,J 

15301. Candidates grouped under name of office. 
A voting machine shall provide in the general election for grouping under the 

name of the· office to be voted on, all the candidates for the office with the 
designation of the parties, if any, by which they were respectively nominated. 

The designation may be by usual or reasonable abbreviation of party names. 
(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15302. Labels to conform as nearly as possible to form of ballot. 
The labels on voting machines and the way in which candidates' names are 

grouped shall conform as nearly as possible to the form of ballot provided for in 
elections where voting machines are not used. 

(Added by 51a15. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15303. Straight party voting for delegates to national convention or 
presidential electors. 

If the voting machine is so constructed that a voter can cast a vote in part for 
presidential electors of one party and in part for those of one or more other parties 
or those not nominated by any party, it may also be provided with: (a) one device 
for each party for voting for all the presidential electors of that party by one 
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Chapter 4. Elections Using Voting Machines 15322. 

operation; and (b) a ballot label therefor containing only the words "presidential 
electors" preceded by the name of the party and followed by the names of its 
candidates for the offices of President and Vice President; and (c) a registering 
device therefor which shall register the vote cast for the electors when thus voted 
collectively. 

U a voting machine is so constructed that a voter can cast a vote in part for 
delegates to a national party convention of one party and in part for those of one 
or more other parties or those not nominated by any party, it may be provided with 
one device for each party for voting by one operation for each group of candidates 
to national conventions which may be voted for as a group according to the law 
governing presidential primaries. 

No straight party voting device shall be used except for delegates to a national 
convention Or for presidential electors. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3,J 

15304. Write-in ballot. 
A write-in ballot shall be cast in its appropriate place on the machine, or it shall 

be void and not counted. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

Article 2. Preliminaries 

15320. Notice to central committee before preparation of machines. 
Before preparing a voting machine for any general election, the elections official 

shall mail written notice to the chairman of the county central committee of at least 
two of the principal political parties, stating the time and place where machines 
will be prepared. At the specified time one representative of each of the political 
parties shall be afforded an opportunity to see that the machines are in proper 
condition for use in the election. 

The party representatives shall be sworn to perform faithfully their duties but 
shall not interfere with the officials or assume any of their duties. When a machine 
has been so examined by the representatives, it shall be sealed with a numbered 
metal seal. The representatives shall certify to the number of the machines; whether 
all of the counters are set at zero (000); and the number registered on the protective 
counter, and on the seal. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 246, §3,J 

15321. Affixing ballot labels to machines. 
The elections official shall affix ballot labels to the machines to correspond with 

the sample ballot for the election. He shall employ competent persons to assist him 
in affixing the labels and putting the machines in order. Each machine shall be 
tested to ascertain whether it is operating properly. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15322. Voting machine to be locked and sealed; report for machine. 
When a voting machine has been properly prepared for an election, it shall be 

locked against voting and sealed. After such initial preparation, a member of the 
precinct board or some duly authorized person, other than the one preparing the 
machines, shall inspect each machine and submit a written report. The report shall 
note the following: 

(1) Whether all of the registering counters are set at zero (000), (2) whether the 
machine is arranged in all respects in good order for the election, (3) whether the 
machine is locked, (4) the number on the protective counter, (5) the number on the 
seal. The keys shall be delivered to the election board together with a copy of the 
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written report, made on the proper blanks, stating that the machine is in every way 
properly prepared for the election. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

Article 3. Procedures at the Polls 

15340. Precinct board required to attend training class. 
Any member of a precinct board who has not previously attended a training 

class in the use of the voting machines and the duties of a board member shall be 
required to do so, unless appointed to fill an emergency vacancy. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15341. Composition of precinct board. 
The precinct board shall consist of one inspector and two judges who shall be 

appointed and compensated pursuant to the general election laws. One additional 
inspector or judge shall be appointed for each additional voting machine used in 
the polling place. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

15342. Delivery of supplies. 
The elections official shall deliver to the polling place the supplies necessary to 

conduct the election, including two sample ballots, one envelope containing the 
seal for sealing the machine after the polls are closed, one envelope for the return 
of the keys, and as many copies of the statement of votes cast as are necessary. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15343. Number on seal and protective counter to match envelope. 
Before unsealing the envelope containing the keys and opening the doors 

concealing the counters the precinct board shall determine that the number on the 
seal on the machine and the number registered on the protective counter corre
spond to the numbers on the envelope. 

Each member of the precinct board shall then carefully examine the counters to 
see that each registers zero (000). If the machine is provided with embossing, 
printing, or photography devices which record the readings of the counters the 
board shall, instead of opening the counter compartment, cause a "before election 
proofsheet" to be produced and determined by it that all counterS register zero 
(000). 

If any discrepancy is found in the numbers registered on the counters or the 
J 'before election proofsheet'" the precinct board shall ~ake, sign, and post a written 
statement attesting to this fact. In filling out the statement of return of votes cast, 
the precinct board shall subtract any number shown on the counter from the 
number shown on the counter at the close of the polls. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15344. Delivery of keys to precinct board. 
The keys to the voting machines shall be delivered to the precinct board no later 

than 12 hours before the opening of the polls. They shall be in an envelope upon 
which is written the designation and location of the election precinct, the number 
of the voting machine, the number on the seal, and the number registered on the 
protective counter. The precinct board member receiving the key shall sign a 
receipt. 

The envelope shall not be opened until at least two members of the precinct 
board are present to determine that the envelope has not been opened. 

At the close of the polls the keys shall be placed in the envelope supplied by the 
official and the number of the machine, the number of the seal, the number 
registered on the protective counter, shall be written on the envelope. 
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Chapter 4. Elections Using Voting Machines 15362. 

(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15345. Machine in plain view of precinct board. 
The exterior of the voting machine and every part of the polling place shall be 

in plain view of the election precinct board and the poll watchers. The ballot labels 
shall be clearly visible when the machine is not in use and shall be inspected by a 
member of the precinct board after each voter has left the booth. Each machine shall 
be at least four feet from the poll clerk's table. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15346. Time limit in voting booth. 
Voters shall not remain in or occupy the booths or compartments longer than is 

necessary to mark their ballots, which shall not exceed five minutes; provided, 
however, that where no ather voter would be inconvenienced, a longer period shall 
be allowed. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 246, §3.J 

Article 4. Results 

15360. Watchers may be present during reading of results of votes cast. 
During the reading of the result of votes cast, any candidate or watcher who 

may desire to be present shall be admitted to the polling place. The proclamation 
of the result of the votes cast shall be distinctly announced by the precinct board 
who shall read the name of each candidate, or the designating number and letter 
of his counter, and the vote registered on such counter. The board shall also read 
the vote cast for and against each measure submitted. The board shall not count 
votes cast for write-in candidates, but shall have these counted by the elections 
official. During the proclamation ample opportunity shall be given to any person 
lawfully present to compare the result so announced with the counter dials of the 
machine, and any necessary corrections shall then and there be made by the precinct 
board, after which the doors of the voting machine shall be closed and locked. 

If the machine is provided with a recording device, the alternate procedures in 
Section 15364 may be used. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15361. Statement of results printed to conform with machine used. 
In each election district where voting machines are used, statements of the 

results of the vote cast shall be printed to conform with the type of voting machine 
used. 

The designating number and letter on the counter for each candidate shall be 
printed next to the candidate's name on the statements of result of the vote cast. 
Two such statements shall be used in each election district. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15362. Form of the statement of the result of votes cast. 
The statement of the result of votes cast, which shall be certified by the precinct 

board, shall contain: 
(a) The total number of votes cast. 
(b) The number of votes cast for each candidate and measure as shown on the 

rounter. 
(c) The number of votes for persons not nominated. 
(d) Printed directions to the precinct board for their guidance before the polls 

are opened and when the polls are closed. 
(e) A certificate which shall be signed by the election officers before the polls are 

opened, showing: 
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15363. DIVISION 11. VOTING SYSTEMS 

(1) The delivery of the keys in a sealed envelope. 

(2) The number on the seal. 
(3) The number registered on the protective counter. 
(4) Whether all of the counterS are set at zero (000). 
(5) Whether the public counter is set at zero (000). 
(6) Whether the ballot labels are properly placed in the machine. 

(f) A certificate which shall be filled out after the polls have been closed, 
showing: 

(1) That the machine has been locked against voting and sealed. 
(2) The number of voters as shown on the public counter. 
(3) The number on the seal. 
(4) The number registered on the protective counter. 
(5) That the voting machine is closed and locked. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 

15363. Procedure after close of polls. 
As soon as the polls arec1osed, the precinct board, in the presence of the watchers 

and all others and all others lawfully present, shall immediately lock the voting 
machine against voting and open the counting compartments, giving full view of 
all counter numbers. A board member shall in the order of the offices as their titles 
are arranged on the machine, read and disctinctly announce the name or designat
ing number and letter on each rounter for each candidate's name and the result as 
shown by the counter numbers. He shall also in the same manner announce the 
vote on each measure. 

If the machine is provided with a recording device, in lieu of opening the counter 
compartment the precinct board shall proceed to operate the mechanism to pro
duce the statement of return of votes cast record in a minimum of three copies, 
remove the irregular ballot, if any, record on the statement of return of votes cast 
record. The irregular ballot shall be attached to the statement of result record of 
votes cast for the machine and become a part thereof. One copy of the statement of 
return of votes cast for each machine shall be posted upon the outside wall of the 
precinct for all to See. The statement of return of votes cast for each machine for the 
precinct shall constitute the precinct statement of result of votes cast. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15364. Completing statement of result of votes cast form. 
A member of the precinct board shall enter the vote, as registered, on the 

statements of result of votes cast, in the same order on the space which has the same 
name or designating number and letter, after which another member shall verify 
the figures by calling them off in the same manner from the counters of the machine. 
The counter compartment of the voting machine shall remain open until the official 
returns and all other reports have been fully completed and verified by the precinct 
board. 

If the machine is provided with a recording device, the alternate procedures in 
Section 15284 may be used. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 246;§3.! 

15365. Sealing of operating lever. 
Before adjourning. the precinct board shall seal the operating lever with the seal 

provided and lock the machine so that the voting and counting mechanism may 
not be operated. 
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Chapter 4. Elections Using Voting Machines 15369. 

It shall remain locked and sealed against operation until the time for filing a 
rontest of election has expired, which shall not exceed a period of 30 days following 
the dedaration of the result of the election by the body canvassing the returns. 

(Amendel1 by Slats. 1989, c. 283, §3.! 

15367. Post the results of votes cast. 
The precinct board shall, before it adjourns, post ronspicuously on the outside 

of the polling place a ropy of the result of the votes cast at the polling place. The 
ropy of the result shall be signed by the members of the precinct board. 

If the machine is provided with a recording device, the statement of result of 
votes cast produced by operating its mechanism may be considered the "result of 
the votes casr' at the polling place. 

(Addel1 by Siais. 1976, c. 246, §3') 

15368. Transmission to clerk of result of votes cast. 
The precinct board shall immediately transmit unsealed to the clerk a copy of 

the result of the votes cast at the polling place, such copy shall be signed by the 
members of the precinct board and shall be open to public inspection. 

(Addel1 by Slals.1976, c. 246, §3.! 

15369. Compare results of votes cast. 
Before proceeding to canvass the returns of an election at which voting machines 

have been used to register the votes cast, the board authorized to canvass returns 
shall open the counter compartment and compare the records of votes cast for the 
several candidates voted for and against the several measures voted upon shown 
on each machine with those recorded on the statement of results of votes cast 
prepared from that machine by the precinct board. Any errors found on the 
statement shall be corrected by crossing out the recorded incorrect number, and 
recording the correct number nearby. 

If the machine is provided with a recording device, the board shall inspect the 
statement of return of votes cast record. However, for good and sufficient cause the 
board shall unseal the machines and take off and record the records of votes cast 
for the several candidates and for and against the several measures voted upon. 
Each voting machine shall immediately be resealed. 

(Addel1 by Siais. 1976, c. 246, §3.) 
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Chapter 1. Vote Count in the Precinct 17006. 

DIVISION 12. CANVASS, DECLARA nON OF 
RESULTS 

Chapter 1. Vote Count in the Precinct 

17000. Application of chapter. 
The provisions of this chapter apply to all elections, except elections for which 

specific provision otherwise is made by law, 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c.1203, §9.! 

17001. Precinct board shall commence to count votes; procedure. 
As soon as the polls are finally closed, the precinct board shall commence to 

count the votes by taking the ballots cast, unopened, Qut of the box and counting 
them to ascertain whether the number of ballots corresponds with the number of 
signatures on the roster. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1203, §9J 

17002. Record of number of ballots and signatures. 
The precinct board shall make a record upon the roster of the number of ballots 

in the ballot box, the number of signatures on the roster, and the difference, if any. 
(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17003. No votes counted until close of polls. 
Neither the clerk, any member of a precinct board, nor any other person shall 

count any votes, either for a ballot proposition or candidate, until the close of the 
polls in that county. After such time, the ballots for all candidates and ballot 
propositions voted upon solely within the county shall be counted and the results 
of such balloting made public; provided, however, that the results for any candidate 
or ballot proposition also voted upon in another county or counties shall not be 
made public until after all the polls in that county and such other county or counties 
have closed. The provisions of this paragraph shall apply regardless of whether the 
counting is done by manual tabulation or by a vote tabulating device. 

In any county in which a voting machine is used, there shall be no reading or 
observation of counters until the close of the polls in that county. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9J 

17004. Count shall be public. 
The count shall be public and shall be continued without adjournment until 

completed and the result is declared. During the reading and tallying. the ballot 
read and the tally sheet kept shall be within the dear view of watchers. 

(Added by Slats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17005. No separate squads. 
Unless otherwise provided in this code, the precinct board members shall not 

constitute themselves into separate squads in an attempt to conduct more than one 
count of the ballots at the same time. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9J 

17006. Members may relieve each other. 
The members of the precinct board may relieve each other in the duties of 

counting ballots. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c.1203, §9.! 
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17007. Examination of ballots for irregularities. 
(a) The count shaU be conducted by at least four members of the precinct board. 

All ballots shall be unfolded and examined for irregularities. Any ballot which is 
not marked as provided by law or is marked or signed by the voter so that it can 
be identified by others shall be rejected. 

(b) The following do not render a ballot invalid: 
(1) Soiled or defaced. 
(2) Two or more impressions of the voting stamp in one voting square. 

(c) If a voter indicates either by a combination of both stamping and writing in, 
a choice of more names than there are candidates to be elected or nominated for 
any office, or if for any reason the choice of the voter is impossible to determine, 
the vote for that office shall not be counted, but the remainder of the ballot, if 
properly marked, shall be counted. 

(d) The rejected ballots shall be placed in the package marked for voted ballots 
or in a separate container as directed by the clerk. All rejected ballots shall have 
written thereon the cause for rejection and be signed by a majority of the precinct 
board members. 

(Amended by Siais. 1990. c. 27, §3.! 

17008. Board shall proceed to count. 
Those ballots not rejected shall be placed in one pile, and the board shall proceed 

to count by taking off the vote for one or more offices or measures at a time. 
In a primary election, the unrejected ballots shall be segregated on the basis of 

political parties prior to placing them in one pile. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17009. Counting procedure. 
The precinct board members shall ascertain the number of votes cast for each 

person and for and against each measure in the following manner: 
One precinct board member shall read from the ballots. As the ballots are read, 

at least one other precinct board member shall keep watch of each vote so as to 
check on any possible error or omission on the part of the officer reading or calling 
the ballot. 

. (Added by Stals. 1975, c.1203, §9.! 

17010. Tally Sheets. 
Two of the precinct board members shall each keep a tally sheet which shall be 

in such form as may be prescribed by the clerk. Each tally sheet shall contain: 
(a) The name of each candidate being voted for and the specific office for which 

each candidate is being voted. The offices shall be in the same order as on the ballot. 
(b) A list of each measure being voted upon. 
(c) Sufficient space to permit the tallying of the full vote cast for each candidate 

and for and against each measure. 
The precinct board members keeping the tally sheets shall record opposite each 

name or measure, with pen or indelible pencil, the number of votes by tallies as the 
name of each candidate or measure voted upon is read aloud from the respective 
ballot. 

Immediately upon the completion of the tallies, the precinct board members 
keeping such tally shall draw two heavy lines in ink or indelible pencil from the 
last tally mark to the end of the line in which the tallies terminate and initial that 
line. The total number of votes counted. for each candidate and for and against each 
measure shall be recorded on the tally sheets in words and figures. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 
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Chapter 2. Return of Supplies to the Clerk 17020. 

17011. No tally in any other manner. 
No precinct board member shall make any tally of votes in any other manner 

than is provided in this chapter, nor in any other place than on the tally sheets 
provided for that purpose. 

(Added by Slals.1975, c.1203, §9.! 

17012. Ballots to be sealed in envelope after tally. 
The ballots, as soon as all of the names and measures marked on them as voted 

for are read and tallied, shall not thereafter be examined by any person, but, as soon 
as all are counted, shall be carefully sealed in a strong envelope. The signatures of 
each member of the precinct board shall be written across the seal. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17013. Precinct board shall complete forms; fonn of certificate of 
performance. 

The precinct board shall complete, sign, and return to the clerk all furnished 
forms requiring its signatures. 

When votes are counted at the precinct, all members of the precinct board, upon 
the completion of their duties, shall sign the following certificate of performance, 
which shall be substantially in the following form: 

Certificate of Performance 

for ___ -:-::preclnct, for the ____ election, held on the ____ day of 
___ ~,19_. 

We hereby certify that the total number of votes received by each candidate for 
each office and the total number of votes cast for and against each measure is as 
indicated on the tally sheets. 

We further certify that the results of votes cast forms posted outside the polling 
place and transmitted to the county clerk show the total number of votes received 
by each candidate for each office and the total number of votes cast for and against 
each measure is as indicated. 

Inspector 

Assistant Inspector 

Judge 

Judge 
(Amended by Slals. 1976, c. 220, §1O.J 

17014. Posting copy of resuit of votes cast. 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

The precinct board shall sign and post conspicuously on the outside of the 
polling place a copy of the result of the votes cast. The copy shall remain posted for 
at least 48 hours after the official time fixed for the closing of the polls. 

(Added by Slals. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

Chapter 2. Return of Supplies to the Clerk 

17020. Precinct board shall prepare supplies for return. 
The precinct board, as soon after the polls are closed as it is possible to do so, 

shall prepare the supplies, including the copies of the index posted at or near the 
polling place, and records of the election for delivery to the clerk. 
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(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17021. Ballots shall be sealed. 
The precinct board shall enclose and seal in one or more packages, as determined 

by the clerk, the voted, spoiled, canceled and unused ballots. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17022. Supplies to be sealed. 
The precinct board shall enclose and seal in one or two packages, as determined 

by the clerk: 
(a) Two tally sheets. 
(b) The roster of voters. 
(c) The copy of the index used as the voting record. 
(d) The challenge list. 
(e) The assisted voter's list. 
(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 347, §6.J 

17024. Result of votes cast. 
The precinct board shall immediately transmit, unsealed, to the clerk a statement 

showing the result of the votes cast at the polling place. It shall be open to public 
inspection. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17025. Packages to be delivered without delay. 
The sealed packages containing the lists, papers, and ballots shall be delivered 

by two of its members without delay, unopened, to the clerk or to a receiving station 
designated by the clerk. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 177, §J.! 

17026. No form rejected due to errors. 
No list, tally, paper, or certificate returned from any election shall be set aside 

or rejected for want of form, nor because it is not strictly in accordance with the 
directions of this code, if it can be satisfactorily understood. 

(Added by 5tat5.1975, c.1203, §9.! 

Chapter 3. Snap Tallies 

17030. Early tabulation and announcement. 
Before any election, the governing body of the jurisdiction holding the election 

may decide that certain offices or measures to be voted on are of more than ordinary 
public interest and require an early tabulation and announcement. Such decision 
shall be transmitted to the clerk not less than 30 days before the election. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17031. Snap tally forms. 
The clerk shall prepare and forward to each selected precinct forms containing 

a list of the offices and measures designated as being of more than ordinary interest, 
and stating the number of ballots to be counted for the snap tally. In each general 
election, the special form must, for each office listed on it, include the names of all 
candidates for that office whose names appear on the ballot. 

The inspector at each selected precinct shall note the results of the count and the 
total number of votes cast in the precinct on the snap tally forms as soon as the 
designated number of ballots has been tallied. The inspector shall then communi
cate the figures in the manner directed by the clerk. In each general election, such 
figures must include the votes cast for every candidate whose name appears on the 
ballot for an office listed on the forms. The inspector shall continue, each time the 
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Chapter 4. Supplemental Counting Boards 17050. 

designated number of ballots have been tallied, to note and report the results as 
directed. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 425, §J.J 

17032. Tabulation and release of snap tally results. 
Upon receipt from the precincts of the reports of votes cast on the specially 

designated offices and measures, the clerk shall tabulate the results and make the 
results available to the public. In each general election, all such reports of the 
election results shall include the votes cast for all candidates whose names appear 
on the ballot for each office for which returns are reported. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 425, §2.) 

17033. Early tabulation when using electronic device. 
In the event ballots are counted by means of electronic, electromechanical or 

punchcard device the clerk may provide for early tabulation and announcement of 
the returns in a manner consistent with the use of the tabulating devices. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §9.J 

Chapter 4. Supplemental Counting Boards 

17040. Application of chapter. 
This chapter applies in precincts in which a supplemental counting board has 

been aSSigned. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.) 

17041. Organization of counting board. 
The eight-member board shall be divided into two four-member boards. The 

inspector shall be in charge of group 1 and the assistant inspector shall be in charge 
of group 2. 

The clerk shall prepare and furnish two tally sheets for each group, each set 
distinctly marked for that group. Each set shall be designed to permit the tally of 
approximately one-half of the sum total of candidates or measures appearing on 
the ballots for the precinct. Candidates and measures shall be listed as provided in 
Section 17010. 

The clerk shall determine the number of ballots to be tallied before the ballots 
are passed from group 1 to group 2. As soon as the proper number of ballots have 
been tallied by group 1 for as many offices or measures as provided for in their tally 
sheet, the inspector shall deliver the tallied ballots to group 2. The ballots, upon 
being tallied by group 2, shall remain in the posession of the assistant inspector 
until the count of all ballots by both groups has been completed. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17042. Declaration of results. 
The declaration of results shall be made in the manner provided when a 

four-member board is utilized. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §9.J 

Chapter 5. Vote Count in a Central Place 

17050. Notice designating central counting place. 
Whenever the ballots at any election or from any precincts are to be tallied at a 

central place and not at the precincts, the clerk or secretary of the jurisdiction 
conducting the election shall specify the public place to be used and give notice 
thereof as follows: 

<a) By at least one publication in a newspaper of general circulation published 
in the jurisdiction where the election is to be held; provided such publication is 
made at least 10 days before the day of the election. 
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(b) If a newspaper of general circulation is not published in that jurisdiction, 
then by prominently posting the notice in the office of the clerk for at least 10 days 
before the day of the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §28.! 

17052. Procedures at close of polls. 
As soon as the polls are closed, the precinct board shall, in the presence of the 

public: 
(a) Seal the ballot box and insure that the precinct number is designated on the 

ballot box. 
(b) Certify, sign and seal the several packages or envelopes as directed by the 

clerk. 
(c) By not less than two of their number, deliver the ballot box and packages to 

the clerk at the central counting place in the manner prescribed by the clerk. The 
ballot box and packages shall remain in their exclusive possession until delivered 
by the clerk. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17053. Persons employed to count, tally and certify ballots. 
Persons may be employed to count, tally, and certify the ballots if they are not 

candidates at the election and if they: 
(a) Have the qualifications required for precinct board members, or, 
(b) Are deputies or employees of either: 

(1) The governing board, or 
(2) The clerk. 

None of the persons selected to count ballots need reside in any particular 
precinct. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c.1203, §9.! 

17054. Oerk or deputy may excuse any person. 
The clerk or any deputy authorized by the clerk may excuse or dismiss any 

person from any counting board and enforce the order. 
(Added by Stats.1975, c.1203, §9.! 

17055. Segregation into counting boards. 
The clerk or authorized deputy shall segregate the persons employed to count 

the ballots into counting boards. These counting boards shall be deemed to be 
precinct boards, and are subject to all laws governing precinct boards where ballots 
are counted at the polling place. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c.1203, §9.J 

17056. Counting board shall count and tally by precinct. 
Each counting board in the same manner as provided where ballots are counted 

at the polling place, shall proceed to count and tally the ballots by precincts, 
separately under the direction of the clerk or authorized deputies. 

(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17057. Preparation of tally sheets. 
The clerk shall prepare and provide tally sheets. The tally sheets shall be in 

duplicate, to be kept by two counting board members. There shall be a certificate 
at the end of the tally sheet to the effect that the foregoing is the correct result of 
the election in the precinct. The persons who completed the tally sheet and return 
shall sign the certificate. Upon completion,one copy of the tally sheet shall be sealed 
in an envelope, which shall be signed across the flap in the manner provided where 
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Chapter 6. Election Return Centers 17071. 

votes are counted in the precinct. The other tally sheet shall remain open for 
inspection in the clerk's office for six months from the date of the election. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17058. Counting of votes in presence of public. 
The counting of votes shall be in the presence of the public and shall be 

continuous and without adjournment until completed. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17059, Manner of preparing returns. 
The clerk shall keep the returns in the same manner as if they had been counted 

at the precinct and returned. The returns shall be securely kept until produced for 
the official canvass. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §9.J 

Chapter 6. Election Return Centers 

17060. Establishment of election return centers. 
The governing Ix>dyof the jurisdiction may establish one or more election return 

centers for the purpose of facilitating the compilation of election returns and 
expediting their announcement to the public. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17061. Establishment of election return centers. 
In establishing a return center the governing body may designate a group of 

precincts which the center shall serve. The election return center may be at any 
public place as the governing body designates. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17063. Tabulation of result of votes cast. 
Upon receipt of the copies of the result of votes cast from the precinct boards, 

the clerk shall tabulate, total and make available to the public the results so received 
as to the offices and measures. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

Chapter 7. Semiofficial Canvass 

17070. Semiofficial canvass procedures. 
For every election the clerk shall conduct a semiofficial canvass by compiling 

the returns as shown on the result of the votes cast turned in after the precinct 
boards have completed their count at the polls. The semiofficial canvass shall 
commence immediately upon the first returns from the precinct and shall continue 
without adjournment until all precincts are accounted for. 

(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17071. Contents of semiofficial canvass. 
The clerk shall transmit the semiofficial returns to the Secretary of State in the 

manner and according to the schedule prescribed by the Secretary of State prior to 
each election, for: 

(a) All candidates voted for statewide office. 
(b) All candidates voted for the following offices: 

(1) State Assembly. 
(2) State Senate. 
(3) Representative in Congress. 
(4) Member of the State Board of Equalization. 
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(c) In presidential years, all persons voted for at the presidential primary or for 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, depending on the 
election involved. 

(d) Statewide ballot measures, 
The clerk shall transmit the returns to the Secretary of State at intervals no greater 

than two hours, following commencement of the semiofficial canvass. 
(Added by 5tats, 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

Chapter 8. Official Canvass 

17080. Application of chapter. 
This chapter applies to all elections. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17081. Official canvass, time. 
The clerk shall conduct the official canvass, commencing not later than the first 

Thursday following each election. 
(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17082. Place of canvass. 
The canvass may be made at any public place as the clerk designates. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17083. Canvass shall be public; procedure. 
The canvass shall be public and shall be conducted by opening the returns and 

determining the vote for each person and for and against each measure voted upon 
at the election, and declaring the result thereof. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17084. Canvass continued until completed. 
The canvass shall be continued daily, Saturdays, Sundays and holidays ex

cepted, for not less than six hours each day until completed. 
(Added by 5tats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17085. Subpeonas requiring precinct board to appear. 
If the returns from any precinct are incomplete, ambiguous, not properly 

authenticated, or otherwise defective, the clerk may issue and serve subpoenas 
requiring members of the precinct board to appear and be examined under oath 
concerning the manner in which votes were counted and the result of the count in 
their precinct. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.! 

17086. Counting board summoned to correct errors. 
In jurisdictions using a central counting place, the clerk may appoint not less 

than three deputies to open the envelopes or containers in the precinct returns. If, 
after examination, any precinct return is still incomplete, ambiguous, not properly 
authenticated, or otherwise defective, the members of the counting board may be 
summoned before the clerk to correct the errors or omissions. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17087. Opening of ballots not permitted. 
>." 

The clerk shall not open any ballots nor permit any ballots to be opened except 
as permitted in Sections 17085 and 17086, or in the event of a recount. 

(Added by 5tats.1975, c.1203, §9.J 
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Chapter 9. Canvass of Write-in Votes 17100. 

17088. Preparation and completion time for certified statement of results. 
The clerk shall prepare a certified statement of the results of the election and 

submit it to the governing body within 28 days of the election or, in the case of 
school district, community college district, county board of education, or special 
district elections conducted on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
of odd·numbered years, no later than the last Monday before the last Frirhy of that 
month. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 9, §18.! 

17089. Contents of statement of results. 
The statement of the result shall show: 
(a) The total number of ballots cast. 
(b) The number of votes cast at each precinct for each candidate and for and 

against each measure. 
(c) The total number of votes cast for each candidate and for and against each 

measure. 
The statement of the result shall also show the number of votes cast in each city, 

Assembly district, congressional district, senatorial district, State Board of Equali
zation district, and supervisorial district located in whole or in part in the county, 
for each candidate for the offices of presidential elector and all statewide offices, 
depending on the offices to be filled, and on each statewide ballot proposition. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 941, §4.! 

17090. Statement of results mailed to Secretary of State. 
The clerk shall forthwith send to the Secretary of State by registered mail one 

complete copy of all returns as to: 
<a) All candidates voted for statewide office. 
(b) All candidates voted for the following offices: 

(1) Member of the Assembly. 
(2) Member of the Senate. 
(3) Representative in Congress. 
(4) Member of the State Board of Equalization. 
(5) Judge, except judge of an inferior court. 

(c) All persons voted for at the presidential primary. The returns for all persons 
voted for at the presidential primary for delegates to national conventions shall be 
canvassed first and shall be sent separately within 20 days after the election. 

(d) At presidential elections, the vote given for persons for electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States. The returns for preSidential electors shall 
be endorsed "Presidential Election Returns," and sent separately. 

(e) All statewide measures. 
(Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 19, §13.J 

17091. Duplicate delivered to county central committee. 
The clerk shall deliver a duplicate of the certified statement of the result of votes 

cast to the chairman of the county central committee of each party. 
(Added by Stats, 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

Chapter 9. Canvass of Write-in Votes 

17100. Counting write-in votes. 
Any name written upon a ballot, including a reasonable facsimile of the spelling 

of such a name, shall be counted, unless prohibited by Section 17101, for the office 
under which it is written, if it is written in the blank space therefor, whether or not 
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a cross (+) is stamped or made with pen or pencil in the voting square after the 
name so written. 

(Added by 5ulIs.1975, c. 1203, §lO.J 

17101. No tabulation of non-qualified candidate. 
Ne name written upon a ballot in any election shall be counted for an office or 

nomination unless the candidate whose name has been written on the ballot has 
complied with the requirements of Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 7300) of 
Division 6. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1979, c, 667, §30.J 

17102. Voter may write name of candidate. 
Every voter shall be entitled to write the name of any candidate for any public 

office, induding that of President and Vice President, on the ballot of any election. 
(Amended by 5Ials.1982, c.143, §l.J 

17103. Write-in name; written by hand. 
The name of a write-in candidate shall be written by hand upon a ballot. The 

use of pressure-sensitive stickers or methods other than handwriting of indicating 
the name of the write-in candidate are not valid, and a name indicated by any such 
methods shall not be counted. 

(Added by 5Ials.1985, c. 941, §2.) 

Chapter 10. Announcement of Returns 

17110. Exceptions to election by plurality. 
The person who receives a plurality of the votes cast for any office is elected or 

nominated to that office in any election, except: 
(a) An election for which different provision is made by any city or county 

charter. 
(b) A municipal election for which different provision is made by the laws under 

which the city is organized. 
(c) The election of local officials in primary elections as specified in Article 7 

(commencing with Section 6610) of Chapter 5 of Division 6. 
(Amended by Slats. 1976, c. 1438, §18.5') 

17111. Governing body shall declare results. 
The governing oody shall declare elected or nominated to each office voted on 

at each election under its jurisdiction the person having the highest number of votes 
for that office, or who was elected or nominated under the exceptions noted in 
Section 17110. The governing board shall also declare the results of each election 
under its jurisdiction as to each measure voted on at such election. 

(Added by 5lals. 1975, c. 1203, §9.) 

17112. Certificate of election or nomination. 
The clerk shall make out and deliver to each person elected or nominated, as 

declared by the governing body, a certificate of election or nomination, signed and 
authenticated by the clerk. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17113. Death of candidate. 
Whenever a candidate whose name appears upon the ballot at any election dies 

after the 68th day before the election, the votes cast for the deceased candidate shaH 
be counted in determining the results of the election for the office for which the 
decedent was a candidate. If the deceased candidate receives a majority of the votes 
cast for the office, he or she shall be considered elected and the office to which he 

1993 378 

I 
I 

" I 
I 
I 
I 

" I 
I 
I 
I 

II 
I 
I 



I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
lit 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Chapter 11. Duties of the Secretary of State 17124. 

or she was elected shall be vacant at the beginning of the term for which he or she 
was elected. The vacancy thus created shall be filled in the same manner as if the 
candidate had died subsequent to taking office for that term. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1990, c. 1427, §4J 

Chapter 11, Duties of the Secretary of State 

17120, Secretary of State shall compile returns. 
The Secretary of State, commencing with the first returns from the semiofficial 

canvass received from the clerks, shall compile the returns for the offices and 
measures mentioned in Section 17071, which compilation shall be continued with
out adjournment until completed. The Secretary of State shall immediately make 
public the results of the compilation as to such offices and measures. 

(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17121. Contents of retumsi statement of votes. 
<a) Except as to presidential electors, the Secretary of State shall compile the 

returns for: 
(1) All candidates for statewide office. 
(2) All candidates for Assembly, State Senate, Congress, State Board of 

Equalization, and judicial offices, except judges of an inferior court. 
(3) All statewide measures. 

(b) The Secretary of State shall make out, certify, and file a statement of the vote 
from the compiled returns no later than the 39th day after the election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1991, c. 393, §lS.J 

17122. Statement of vote supplement. 
Within 120 days of the filing of the statement of the vote, the Secretary' of State, 

upon the basis of the information provided, shall compile a supplement to the 
statement of the vote, showing the number of votes cast in each <punty, city, 
Assembly district, senatorial district, congressional district and supervisorial dis
trict for each candidate for the offices of preSidential elector, Governor, and United 
States Senator, depending on the offices to be filled, and on each statewide ballot 
proposition. A copy of this supplement shall be made available, upon request, to 
any elector of this state. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 1314, §19.J 

17123. Certificate of election or nomination. 
The Secretary of State shall make out and deliver, or transmit by mail, a 

certificate of election or nomination to each person elected Or nominated.. 
(Added by 5Ials.1975, c. 1203, §9,J 

17124. Certificate of election to presidential elector. 
On the first Monday in the month following the election, or as soon as the returns 

have been received from all the counties in the state, if received before that time, 
the Secretary of State shall analyze the votes given for presidential electors, and 
certify to the Governor the names of the proper number of persons having the 
highest number of votes. The Secretary of State shall thereupon issue and transmit 
to each such presidential elector a certificate of election. The certificate shall be 
accompanied by a notice of the time and place of the meeting of the presidential 
electors and a statement that each presidential elector will be entitled to a per diem 
allowance and mileage in the amounts specified. 

(Added by Siais. 1975, c. 1203, §9,J 
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Chapter 12. Disposition of Ballots and Supplies by the Clerk 

17130. Application of chapter. 
The records and supplies of any election when received by the clerk shall be 

disposed of in the manner set forth in this chapter. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

17134. Voted ballots to be retained; contest or prosecution. 
If a contest or any such criminal prosecution has been commenced prior to the 

date fixed for its destruction, the package containing the voted ballots shall be 
subject to the order of the court in which the contest or criminal prosecution is 
pending and shall not be destroyed until after final determination of the contest or 
criminal prosecution. 

In the case of a congressional election contest, the clerk shall hold the ballots of 
that congressional district in custody subject to the inspection of any committee of 
the House of Representatives having in charge the investigation of the contest, until 
the final determination of the contest by the House of Representatives. 

In the case of a contest in the State Legislature, the clerk shall hold the ballots of 
the Senate or Assembly district in custody subject to the inspection of any commit
tee of the Senate or Assembly having in charge the investigation of the contest until 
the final determination of the contest or the final adjournment of the session of the 
Legislature in which the contest is filed, whichever is the later. 

In no event shall the package or its contents be taken from the custody of the 
clerk. 

(Added by Stats.1975, c.1203, §9.J 

17136. Recycling of unused ballots. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, the clerk, after holding the 

unused ballots for the purposes of Division 10 (commencing with Section 14000), 
immediately upon the arrival of the hour when the polls are required by law to be 
closed on election day, in lieu of the procedure outlined in Section 14306, may 
recycle for any other lawful purpose any unused ballots remaining in the control 
of the clerk which clearly identify the election for which they were prepared. The 
clerk shall make and file an affidavit, in writing, as to the number of ballots recycled. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 993, §13.J 

Chapter 13. Recount 

Article 1. General Provisions 

17140. Application of chapter. 
Except as provided in this chapter, this chapter applies to all elections. The 

recount of votes cast for candidates for presidential electors shall be governed by 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(Added by Slllts. 1978, c. 847, §5.) 

Article 2. Clerk-Ordered Recounts 

17150. Conditions for recount. 
If no election contest is pending wherein a recount of the ballots in a precinct 

has been or will be ordered, the clerk may order that the ballots voted in the precinct 
be publicly recounted if: 

(a) The clerk has reasonable cause to believe the ballots in the precinct have been 
miscounted and, 

(b) The clerk has examined, under oath, the precinct board members or, in the 
case of ballots counted by a central counting system, the counting board members 
and they are unable to explain the returns of their respective precincts. 
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Chapter 13. Recount 

(Ailded by Slals.1978, c. 847, §5.i 

Article 3. Voter.Requested Recounts 

17160. Recount request may be filed. 

17163. 

Following completion of the official canvass, any voter may, within five days 
thereafter, file with the clerk responsible for conducting an election in the county 
wherein the recount is sought a written request for a recount of the votes cast for 
candidates for any office, for slates of presidential electors, or for or against any 
measure, provided the office, slate, or measure is not voted on statewide. The 
request shall specify on behalf of which candidate, slate of electors, or position on 
a measure (affirmative or negative) it is filed. 

If an election is conducted in more than one county, the request for the recount 
may be filed with the clerk of, and the recount conducted within, any or all of the 
affected counties. 

For the purposes of this section "completion of the canvass" shall be presumed 
to be that time when the clerk signs the certified statement of the results of the 
election except that, in the case of a city election, if a city council canvasses the 
returns itself and does not order the clerk to conduct the canvass as permitted. by 
Section 22932.5, 'completion of the canvass" shall be presumed to be that time when 
the governing body declares the persons elected. or the measures approved. or 
defeated. 

(Amended by Slals.1984, c.14, §1.i 

17160.5. Recount request for statewide offices. 
Following completion of the official canvass, any voter may, within five days 

beginning on the 29th day after a statewide election, file with the Secretary of State 
a written request for a recount of the votes cast for candidates for any statewide 
office or for or against any measure voted on statewide. The request shall specify 
in which county or counties the recount is sought and shall specify on behalf of 
which candidate, slate of electors, or position on a measure (affirmative or negative) 
it is filed. 

The Secretary of State shall forthwith send by registered mail one copy of the 
request to the clerk of each county in which a recount of the votes is sought. 

All the other provisions of this article shall apply to recounts conducted under 
the provisions of this section. 

(Added by Siais. 1984, c. 14, §2') 

17161. Order of precincts may be specified. 
The request may specify the order in which the precincts shall be recounted. 
(Ailded by Siais. 1978, c. 847, §5.i 

17162. Recount request from another voter. 
Any time during the conduct of a recount and for 24 hours thereafter, any other 

voter may request the recount of any precincts in an election for the same office, 
slate of presidential electors, or measure not recounted as a result of the original 
request. 

(Ailded by SlaiS. 1978, c. 847, §5.i 

17163. Cost of recount; daily deposits. 
The voter filing the request seeking the recount shall, before the recount is 

commenced and at the beginning of each day following, deposit with the clerk such 
sum as the clerk requires to cover the cost of the recount for that day. The money 
deposited shall be returned to the depositor if, upon completion of the recount, the 
candidate, slate of presidential electors, or the position on the measure (affirmative 
or negative) for which the declaration is filed is found to have received the plurality 
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of votes cast which it had not received according to the official canvass Of, in an 
election where there are two or more candidates, the recount results in the candi
date for whom the recount was requested appearing on the ballot in a subsequent 
runoff election or general election who would not have so appeared in the absence 
of the recount. The depositor shall be entitled to the return of any money deposited 
in excess of the cost of the recount if the candidate, slate,or position on the measure 
has not received the plurality of the votes cast or, in an election where there are two 
or more candidates, the recount does not result in the candidate for whom the 
recount was requested appearing on the ballot in a subsequent runoff or general 
election as a result of the recount. Money not required to be refunded shall be 
deposited in the appropriate public treasury. 

(Added by 5Ials.1978, c. 847, §5.J 

17164. Appointment of recount board; compensation. 
The recount shall be conducted under the supervision of the clerk by special 

recount boards consisting of four voters of the county appointed by the clerk. Each 
member of a recount board shall receive the same compensation per day as is paid 
in the jurisdiction within which the recount is being conducted to members of 
precinct boards, other than inspectors, to be paid out of the appropriate public 
treasury. 

If the office of the clerk is the subject of the recount, the governing body shall 
appoint an officer, other than the clerk, to appoint and supervise the special recount 
boards. 

(Added by Slats. 1978, c. 847, §5.J 

17165. Time in which recount is to commence. 
The recount shall be commenced not more than seven days following the clerk's 

receipt of the request for the recount under Section 17160 or 17160.5, and shall be 
continued daily, Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays excepted, for not less than six 
hours each day until completed. The recount shall not be commenced until the first 
day following notification of the individuals specified in Section 17167. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 350, §1.) 

17166. Selection of recount method. 
If in the election which is to be recounted the votes were recorded by means of 

a punchcard voting system or by electronic or electromechanical vote tabulating 
devices, the voter who files the declaration requesting the recount may select 
whether the recount shall be conducted manually or by means of the voting system 
used originally, or both. 

(Added by 5tats.1978, c. 847, §5.J 

17167. Notice of recount. 
Not less than one day prior to commencement of the recount, the clerk shall post 

a notice as to the date and place of the recount and shall notify the following persons 
of it in person or by telegram: 

(a) All candidates for any office the votes for which are to be recounted . 
(b) Authorized representatives of presidential candidates to whom electors are 

pledged if the votes to be recounted were cast for presidential electors. 
(c) Proponents of any initiative or referendum or persons filing ballot arguments 

for or against any initiative, referendum, or measure placed on the ballot by the 
governing body the votes for which are to be recounted. 

(d) The Secretary of State in the case of a recount of the votes cast for candidates 
for any state office, presidential electors, the House of Representatives of the United 
States, the Senate of the United States, or delegates to a national convention or on 
any state measure. 
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Chapter 13. Recount 

(Amended by Siais. 1988, c. 350, §2.J 

17168. Public recount. 
The recount shall be conducted publicly. 
(Added by Siais. 1978, c. 847, §5.J 

17169. Examination of ballots and other materials. 

17172. 

All ballots, whether voted or not, and any other relevant material, may be 
examined as part of any recount if the voter filing the declaration requesting the 
recount so requests. 

No examination of any ballot shall include touching or handling the ballot 
without the express consent of the clerk or the election officer supervising the 
special recount board. No ballot maybe touched or handled during the examination 
unless the clerk or the election officer supervising the special recount is present to 
observe the examination. 

Except as provided in this section no ballot shall be touched or handled by any 
person during the recount unless that person is the clerk, a person acting at the 
direction of the clerk, a member of the special recount board, or by order of the 
superior court. 

(Amended by Siais. 1986, c. 1277, §13.J 

17170. Ballots may be challenged; procedure. 
On recount, ballots may be challenged for incompleteness, ambiguity, or other 

defects, in accordance with the following procedure: 
(a) The person challenging the ballot shall state the reason for the challenge. 
(b) The official counting the ballot shall count it as he or she believes proper and 

then set it aside with a notation as to how it was counted. 
(c) The clerk shall, before the recount is completed, determine whether the 

challenge is to be allowed. The decision of the clerk is final. 
(Added by Slals.1978, c. 847, §5.J 

17171. Result of recount in affected precincts. 
In lieu of the returns as reported in the official canvass, upon completion of the 

recount showing that a different candidate was nominated or elected, that a 
different presidential slate of electors received a plurality of the votes, or that a 
measure was defeated instead of approved or approved instead of defeated, there 
shall be entered the result of the recount in each precinct affected, which result shall, 
for all purposes thereafter, be the official returns of those precincts for the office, 
slates of presidential electors, or measure involved in the recount. If the office, slates 
of presidential electors, or measure are not voted on stateWide, the results of any 
recount which is not completed by counting the votes in each and every precinct 
in the jurisdiction within which votes were cast on the candidates for the office, on 
the slates of electors, or on the measure in question shall be declared null and void. 
If the office, slates of presidential electors, or measure are voted on statewide, the 
results of any recount will be declared null and void where there is not recounted 
each vote cast for the office, slates, or measure in any county specified in the request 
for recount filed with the Secretary of State. 

(Amended by Siais. 1984, c. 14, §4.J 

17172. Results of recount to be posted. 
A copy of the results of any recount conducted pursuant to this chapter shall be 

posted conspicuously in the office of the clerk. 
(Added by Siais. 1978, c. 847, §5.J 
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17173. Limitations of chapter. 
This chapter does not: 
(a) Authorize the opening or recounting of ballots for any precinct except for the 

purposes specified in this chapter. 
(b) Limit other provisions of law regarding an election contest or recount. 

(Added by 5Ials.1978, c. 847, §5.) 

Article 4, Court-Ordered Recounts 

17180. Grounds for court-ordered recount; costs. 
(a) When requested by the board of supervisors or the grand jury, the district 

attorney may petition the superior court for an order directing a public recount to 
be made of ballots tabulated by a voting system in such precincts in the county as 
it designates for any election occurring not over 25 days before such request. Such 
request and petition shall be made only on one or more of the following grounds, 
and such order may be issued only with a finding that there is probable cause to 
believe that one Of more of the grounds exist: 

(1) Misconduct by anyone sufficient to make it likely that the result of the 
election was affected as to the successful candidates or propositions or tie holders, 
including any of the conduct specified in Section 2002l. 

(2) Errors or failures, whether electronic, mechanical or otherwise, in the 
safekeeping, handling, tallying, counting, recording, or certification of the ballots 
or votes cast, sufficient to make it likely that the result of the election was affected 
as to the successful candidates or propositions or tie holders, or sufficient to cast 
substantial doubt on the substantial accuracy of the results without regard to 
affecting any result. 

The petition shall be set for hearing and may be opposed by any interested party. 
(b) The court may order such further recounts as it may deem proper based on 

the results of the recounts provided for in subdivision (a) or in Section 17190, and 
shall declare the results of all such recounts, and shall determine and order 
corrected the results of any election affected by any recount. 

(c) The court may order payment of the costs of any such recount in whole or in 
just proportion by any person or any public agency, or both, who petition for a 
recount. In the case of public agencies the costs shall be provided for and paid 
pursuant to Section 15026. 

(Added by 5tals.1978, c. 847, §5.) 

17182. Programs on deposit made available upon request. 
Section 14950 shall apply unless a court orders the program held pending the 

conclusion of litigation challenging the outcome of an election. If court action or an 
official recount is initiated while the program is on deposit, the Secretary of State 
shall make the program available to the court or the elections official in whose 
jurisdiction the court action or recount takes place, upon written request. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 347, §7.) 

17183. Preservation of tapes under lock and seal. 
Any tape used in programming of vote totals, shall be kept under lock and seal, 

and if there is a recanvass of votes, the officer entrusted with the tapes shall submit 
his affidavit stating that they are true tapes used in the election and have not been 
altered. 

(Added by 5Ials.1978, c. 847, §5J 
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Chapter 13. Recount 

Article 5. Automatic Recounts in Voting System Elections 

17190. Automatic recount after each election. 

17190. 

Within 15 days after every election in which a voting system, as defined in 
Section 15009, is used the official conducting the election shall conduct a public 
manual recount of the ballots tabulated by such devices cast in 1 percent of the 
precincts chosen at random by the clerk. If 1 percent of the precincts should be less 
than one whole precinct, the recount shall be conducted in one precinct chosen at 
random by the clerk. 

In addition to the 1 percent count, the clerk shall, for each race not included in 
the initial group of precincts, count one additional precinct. The manual recount 
shall apply only to the race not previously counted. 

Additional precincts for the manual recount may be selected at the clerk's 
discretion. 

(Amended by 5tat5.1986, c. 1277, §14.) 
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Chapter 1. General Provisions 20021. 

DIVISION 13. ELECTION CONTESTS. TIE 
VOTE 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

20000. IICounty clerk" and "registrar of voters" definition. 
As used in this division, "county clerk" does not include "registrar of voters," 
(Added by Slals.1961, c. 23, §20000') 

20001. "Contestant" and IIdefendant" definition. 
When used in this division, "contestant" means any person initiating an election 

contest. "Defendant" means that person whose election or nomination is contested 
or those persons receiving an equal and highest number of votes, other than the 
contestant, where, in other than primary elections, the body canvassing the returns 
declares that no one person has received the highest number of votes for the 
contested office. 

(Added by Slals. 1961, c. 23, §20001.) 

20002. Contest of presidential electors has priority. 
In a contest of the election of presidential electors such action or appeal shall 

have priority over all other civil matters. Final determination and judgment shall 
be rendered at least six days before the first Monday after the second Wednesday 
in December. 

(Added by Slals. 1977, c. 1205, §63.5.! 

Chapter 2. Contests at General Elections 

Article 1. Grounds for Contest 

20020. Application of chapter. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to elections for the office of 

Member of the Senate or the Assembly of the State of California. 
(Added by Slals. 1961, c. 23, §20020.) 

20021. Causes for contesting election. 

Any elector of a county, city, or of any political subdivision of either may contest 
any election held therein, for any of the following causes: 

(a) That the precinct board or any member thereof was guilty of malconduct. 
(b) That the person who has been declared elected to an office was not, at the 

time of the election, eligible to that office. 
(c) That the defendant has given to any elector or member of a precinct board 

any bribe or reward, or has offered any bribe or reward for the purpose of procuring 
his election, or has committed any other offense against the elective franchise 
defined in Division 17 (commencing with Section 29100). 

(d) That illegal votes were cast. 
(e) That the precinct board in conducting the election or in canvassing the 

returns, made errors sufficient to change the result of the election as to any person 
who has been declared ,elected. 

(0 That there was an error in the vote-counting programs or summation of ballot 
counts. 

(Amended by Slals. 1976, c. 1438, §19.2.! 
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20022. Irregularity or improper conduct of precinct board members. 
No irregularity or improper conduct in the proceedings of the precinct board 

members, or any of them, is such malconduct as avoids an election, unless the 
irregularity or improper conduct is such as to procure the defendant to be declared 
either elected or one of those receiving an equal and highest number of votes where 
no one person has received the highest number of votes. 

(Added by 5tat5.1961. c. 23, §20022.) 

20023. Rejection of precinct to change results of election. 
When any election held for an office exercised in and for a county is contested 

on account of any malconduct on the part of the precinct board of any precinct, or 
any member thereof, the election shall not be annulled or set aside upon any proof 
thereof, unless the rejection of the vote of that precinct would change the result as 
to that office in the remaining vote of the county. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20023.) 

20024. Illegal votes setting aside an election. 
An election shall not be set aside on account of illegal votes, unless it appears 

that a number of illegal votes has been given to the person whose right to the office 
is contested or who has been certified as having tied for first place, which, if taken 
from him, would reduce the number of his legal votes below the number of votes 
given to some other person for the same office, after deducting therefrom the illegal 
votes which may be shown to have given to that other person. 

(Added by 5Iats.1961, c. 23, §20024.J 

Article 2. Procedure by Contestant 

20050. Form of written statement contesting election. 
When an elector contests any election he shall file with the county clerk a written 

statement setting forth specifically: 
(a) The name of the contestant and that he is an elector of the district or county, 

as the case may be, in which the contested election was held. 
(b) The name of the defendant. 
(c) The office. 
(d) The particular grounds of contest and the section of this code under which 

the statement is filed. 
(e) The date of declaration of the result of the election by the body canvassing 

the returns thereof. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20050.J 

20051. Verification of statement of contest. 
The contestant shall verify the statement of contest, as provided by Section 446 

of the Code of Civil Procedure, and shall file it within the following times after the 
declaration of the result of the election by the body canvassing the returns thereof: 

(a) In cases other than cases of a tie, where the contest is brought on any of the 
grounds mentioned in subdivision (c) of Section 20021, six months. 

(b) In all cases of tie, 20 days. 
(c) In cases involving presidential electors, 10 days. 
(d) In all other cases, 30 days. 
(Amended by 5tat5.1977, c. 1205, §63.7.) 

20052. When illegal votes is alleged as cause of contest. 
When the reception of illegal votes is alleged as a cause of contest, it is sufficient 

to state generally that in one or more specified voting precincts illegal votes were 
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Chapter 2. Contests at General Elections 20084. 

given to the defendant, which, if taken from him, will reduce the number of his 
legal votes below the number oftegal votes given to some other person for the same 
office. 

Testimony shall not be received of any illegal votes, unless the contestant 
delivers to the defendant, at least three days before the trial, a written list of the 
number of illegal votes, and by whom given, which he intends to prove. No 
testimony may be received of any illegal votes except those which are specified in 
the list. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20052') 

20053. Form of statement shall not be cause of rejection. 
A statement of the grounds of contest shall not be rejected nor the proceedings 

dismissed by any court for want of form, if the grounds of contest are alleged with 
such certainty as will advise the defendant of the particular proceeding or cause 
for which the election is contested. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20053.) 

Article 3. Procedure by County Oerk and Court 

20080. Notification to the superior court. 
Within five days after the end of the time allowed for filing statements of contest, 

the county clerk shall notify the superior court of the county of all statements filed. 
The presiding judge shall forthwith designate the time and place of hearing, which 
time shall be not less than 10 nor more than 20 days from the date of the order. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20080') 

20081. Citation to the defendant. 
The clerk shall thereupon issue a citation for the defendant to appear at the time 

and place specified in the order, which citation shall be delivered to the sheriff and 
served upon the party at least five days before the time so specified, either: 

<a) Personally, or 
(b) If the party cannot be found, by leaving a copy at the house where he last 

resided. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20081.) 

20082. Subpoenas for witnesses. 
The clerk shall issue subpoenas for witnesses at the request of any party, which 

shaU be served as other subpoenas. The superior court may issue attachments to 
compel the attendance of witnesses who have been subpoenaed to attend. 

(Added by 5Iat5.1961, c. 23, §20082.) 

20083. Court to meet to determine election. 
The court shall meet at the time and place designated, to determine the contested 

election, and shall have all the powers necessary to the determination thereof. It 
may adjourn from day to day until the trial is ended, and may also continue the 
trial before its commencement for any time not exceeding 20 days for good cause 
shown by any party upon affidavit, at the costs of the party applying for the 
continuance. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20083.) 

20084. Recount of ballots. 
At the trial the ballots shall be opened and a recount taken, in the presence of 

all the parties, of the votes cast for the various candidates in all contests where it 
appears from the statements filed that a recount is necessary for the proper 
determination of the contest. The recount shall include a tabulation of all names 
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written upon a ballot and which are subject to canvass pursuant to Chapter 9 
(commencing with Section 17100) of Division 12. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1438, §19.3.) 

20085. Court governed by rules of law and evidence. 
In the trial and determination of election contests, the court shall be governed 

by the rules of law and evidence governing the detef!l\ination of questions of law 
and fact, so far as the same may be applicable. It may dismiss the proceedings if 
the statement of the cause of the contest is insufficient, or for want of prosecution. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1961, c. 23, §20085.J 

20086. Court shall pronounce judgment. 
The court shall continue in special session to hear and determine all issues 

arising in contested elections. After hearing the proofs and allegations of the parties 
and within 10 days after the submission thereof, the court shall file its findings of 
fact and conclusions of law, and immediately thereafter shall pronounce judgment 
in the premises, either confirming or annulling and setting aside the election. The 
judgment shall be entered immediately thereafter. 

(Added by 5ulIs.1961, c. 23, §20086.J 

20087. Court to declare person elected. 
If in any election contest it appears that another person than the defendant has 

the highest number of legal votes, the court shall declare that person elected. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1961, c. 23, §20087.) 

20088. Contestant liable for expenses. 
The contestant shall, in the first instance, be liable for the expenses involved in 

making any recount. He shall pay into court in advance each day such sum as the 
judge shall find to be sufficient to pay all such expenses as will have accrued by the 
end of that day. The sums paid shall be part of the costs. The county clerk may pay 
each day the clerical assistants necessary for such recount from the amount so 
advanced by the contestant without the necessity of such funds being first depos
ited with the county treasurer. 

(Added by 5tals.1961, c. 23, §20088.) 

20089. Application of chapter. 
The provisions of this chapter, exclusive of Article 4 (commencing with Section 

20110), shall also apply to the recount of votes cast on a ballot measure, insofar as 
they can be made applicable. 

(Added by 5tals.1963, c. 111, §2') 

Article 4. Proceedings After Judgment 

20110. Certificate of election. 
The person declared elected by the superior court is entitled to a certificate of 

election. If a certificate has not already been issued to him, the county clerk shall 
immediately make out and deliver to that person a certificate of election signed by 
him, and authenticated with the seal of the superior court. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §2011O.) 

20111. Certificate annulled. 
If the clerk has issued any certificate for the same office to any other person than 

the one declared elected by the court, or if the court finds a tie vote in a contest 
brought under this chapter, the certificate is annulled by the judgment. 

(Added by 5tals.1961, c. 23, §20111.) 
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Chapter 3. Contesting Primary Elections 20300. 

20112. Judgment for costs. 
If the proceedings under this chapter are dismissed for insufficiency or for want 

of prosecution, or the election is confirmed by the court, judgment for costs shall 
be rendered against the contestant and in favor of the defendant. If the election is 
annulled or set aside on the ground of errors of a precinct board in conducting the 
election or in canvassing the returns, the costs shall be a charge against the county 
or city where the election was held. When the election is annulled or set aside on 
any other ground, judgment for costs shall be given in favor of contestant and 
against the defendant. 

(Added by 5lals. 1961, c. 23, §20112.) 

20113. Apportionment of costs. 
Where two or more contested elections are joined for the purpose of recounting 

votes as in this chapter provided, the rosts shall be apportioned among the parties 
in the discretion of the court. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §20113.J 

20114. Liability for costs. 
Primarily each party is liable for the rosts created by himself, to the officers and 

witnesses entitled thereto, which costs may be collected in the same manner as 
similar costs are collected in other caSeS, 

(Added by Slats. 1961, c. 23, §20114.) 

20115. Appeal judgment of the court. 
Any party aggrieved by the judgment of the court may appeal therefrom to the 

court of appeat as in other cases of appeal thereto from the superior court. During 
the pendency of proceedings on appeal, and until final detennination thereof, the 
person declared elected by the superior court shall be entitled to the office in like 
manner as if no appeal had been taken, 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1967, c.17, §27.J 

20116. Annullment of election; office vacant. 
Whenever an election is annulled or set aside by the judgment of the superior 

court, and no appeal has been taken within 10 days thereafter, the commission, if 
any has issued, is void and the office vacant. 

(Added by 51als.1961, c. 23, §20116.) 

Chapter 3. Contesting Primary Elections 

Article 1. General Provisions 

20300. Grounds for contesting primary election. 
Any candidate at a primary election may contest the right of another candidate 

to nomination to the same office by filing an affidavit alleging any of the follOwing 
grounds, that: 

<a) The defendant is not eligible to the office in dispute. 
(b) The defendant has committed any offense against the elective franchise 

defined in Division 17 (commencing with Section 29100). 
(c) A sufficient number of votes were illegal, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise 

improper, and that had such votes not been counted, the defendant would not have 
received as many votes as the contestant. 

(d) Due to mistake, error or misconduct the votes in any precinct were so 
incorrectly counted as to change the result. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1976, c.1438, §19.4.) 
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20301. Naming defendant. 
The defendant shall be named in the affidavit. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20301.) 

20302. Affidavit specifying irregularities. 
The affidavit shall specify separately each precinct in which any irregularity or 

improper conduct took place, or in which a recount is demanded, and the nature 
of the mistake, error, misconduct, or other cause of contest, and the date of 
completion of the official canvass of the board of supervisors of the county last 
making the declaration. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20302.! 

20303. Filing of affidavit. 
The affidavit shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court having 

jurisdiction, within five days after the completion of the official canvass by the 
board of supervisors of the county last making the declaration. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20303.) 

20304. Irregular or improper conduct. 
Irregularity or improper conduct shall annul or set aside a nomination only if it 

appears that illegal votes in the precinct has been given to the defendant, which if 
taken from him, would reduce the number of his legal votes below the number of 
votes given to the contestant. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20304.) 

20305. Costs in contested election. 
The provisions relating to costs in contested final elections apply to contests 

conducted under this chapter. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20305.) 

Article 2. Procedure on Contests Other Than Contests Involving a Simple 
Recount 

20330. Application of article. 
This article applies only to contests on the grounds that: 
(a) The defendant is not eligible to the office in dispute. 
(b) The defendant has committed any offense against the elective franchise as 

defined in Division 17 (commencing with Section 29100). 
(c) A sufficient number of votes were illegal, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise 

improper, and that had such votes not been counted the defendant would not have 
received as many votes as the contestant. 

(Amended by 5tats.1976, c.1438, §19.5.) 

20331. Place of filing contested election. 
If the nomination contested is for an office including a political subdivision of 

more than one county, the superior court of any county within the political 
subdivision has jurisdiction, and the contestant may file in any county within the 
political subdivision. There shall be no change of venue therefrom to any other 
county within the political subdivision. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §2033J.) 

20332. Serving affidavit upon defendant. 
After the affidavit is filed with the clerk of the superior court, a copy of the 

affidavit shaIl be personally served upon the defendant or senlto him by registered 
mail in a sealed envelope with postage prepaid, addressed to the defendant at the 
place of residence named in his affidavit of registration. The contestant shall make 
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Chapter 3. Contesting Primary Elections 20360. 

an affidavit of mailing if he serves the affidavit by mail, and file it on the same day 
with the county clerk. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20332.J 

20333. Filing an answer and a cross-contest affidavit. 
The defendant, after receipt of the copy of the affidavit, may file an answer and 

a cross-contest affidavit within five days. 
(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20333.J 

20334. No special appearance. 
No special appearance, demurrer or objection may be taken other than by the 

affidavits which shall be considered a general appearance in the contest. 
(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20334.J 

20335. Presenting affidavits to presiding judge; setting time and place of 
hearing. 

The county clerk shall, within five days after the end of the time for filing 
affidavits, present all the affidavits to the preSiding judge of the superior court. The 
presiding judge shall forthwith designate the time and place of hearing, which shall 
be not less than 10 nor more than 20 days from the date of the order. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20335.) 

20336. Serving of citation setting contest for trial. 
The county clerk shall, after an order setting a contest for trial, issue a citation 

to both parties containing a copy of the order. He shall deliver it to the sheriff who 
shall serve it either upon the parties or leave it at the residences named in the 
affidavits of registration of the parties. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20336.) 

20337. Time and place for trial. 
The court shall meet at the time and place designated in the order setting the 

contest for trial, and shall have all powers necessary to determine the issues. 
(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20337.) 

20338. Court to file findings and pronounce judgment. 
After the court has heard the proofs and allegations of the parties, it shall file its 

findings of fact and conclusions of law and immediately pronounce judgment 
either confirming the nomination or setting it aside and decreeing contestant 
nominated. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20338.) 

20339. Appeal of judgment. 
Either party to a contest may appeal to the district court of appeal of the district 

where the contest is brought, if the appeal is perfected by the appellant within 10 
days after judgment of the superior court is pronounced. The appeal shall have 
precedence over all other appeals and shall be acted upon by the district court of 
appeal within 10 days after the appeal if filed. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20339') 

Article 3. Procedure on Contests Involving a Simple Recount 

20360. Application of article. 
This article applies only to contests on the ground that due to mistake, error, or 

misconduct the votes in any precinct were so incorrectly counted as to change the 
result. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20360.) 
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20361. Superior court has jurisdiction. 
The superior court of that county in which is located the precinct in which the 

conteStant demands a recount has jurisdiction. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20361.) 

20362. Filing of affidavil 
No service other than as provided in this section need. be made upon the 

defendant. The affidavit shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court 
within five days after the completion of the official canvass. Upon the filing of the 
affidavit the county clerk shall forthwith post, in a conspicuous place in his office, 
a copy of the affidavit. Upon the filing of the affidavit and its posting, the superior 
court of the county shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter and of the parties 
to the contest. The contestant on the date of filing the affidavit shall send by 
registered mail a copy thereof to the defendant in a sealed envelope, with postage 
prepaid, addressed to the defendant at the place of residence named in the affidavit 
of registration of the defendant, and shall make and file an affidavit of mailing with 
the county clerk, which shall become a part of the records of the contest. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20362.) 

20363. Condition for candidates. 
All candidates at any primary election are permitted to be candidates under this 

code only upon the condition that jurisdiction for the purposes of the proceeding 
authorized by this article shall exist in the manner and under the conditions 
provided for by Section 20362. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20363') 

20364. Defendant may file affidavit in his own behalf. 
At any time within three days after the filing of the affidavit of the contestant to 

the effect that he has sent by registered mail a copy of the affidavit to the defendant, 
the defendant may file with the county clerk an affidavit in his own behalf, setting 
up his desire to have the votes counted in any precincts, designating them, in 
addition to the precincts designated in the affidavit of the contestant, and setting 
up his grounds therefor. On the trial of the contest all of the precincts named in the 
affidavits of the contestant and the defendant shall be considered, and a recount 
had with reference to all of those precincts. The contestant shall have the same right 
to answer the affidavit of the defendant as is given to the defendant with reference 
to the affidavit of the contestant except that the contestant's answer shall be filed 
not later than the first day of the trial of the contest. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20364.) 

20365. Affidavits presented to presiding judge; designation of time and 
place of hearing. 

On the fifth day after the end of the time for filing contestant's affidavit, the 
county clerk shall present the affidavits of the contestant and the defendant and 
proof of posting of contestant's affidavit to the presiding judge of the superior court, 
or anyone acting in his stead, which judge shall forthwith designate the time and 
place of hearing, which time shall be not less than 10 nor more than 20 days from 
the date of the order. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20365.) 

20366. Appearance of defendant. 
The defendant shall appear, either in person or by attorney, at the time and place 

fixed for the hearing, and shall take notice of the order fixing the time and place 
from the records of the court, without service. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20366.) 
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Chapter 3. Contesting Primary Elections 20373. 

20367. No special appearance by defendant. 
The defendant may not make any special appearance for any purpose except as 

provided in this article. Any appearance whatever of the defendant or any request 
to the court by the defendant or his attorney shall be entered as a general appearance 
in the contest. 

No demurrer or objection may be taken by the parties in any other manner than 
by answer, and all the objections shall be contained in the answer. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §20367.J 

20368. Answer required else court shall proceed. 
The court, if the defendant appears, shall require the answer to be made within 

three days from the time and place set for hearing. If the defendant does not appear 
the court shall note his default, and shall proceed to hear and determine the contest 
with all convenient speed. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20368.J 

20369. Services of other superior court judges may be obtained. 
If the number of votes which are sought to be recounted or t~e number of 

contests are such, that the judge in a county in which there is butane superior court 
judge is of the opinion that it will require additional judges to enable the contest or 
contests to be determined in time to print the ballots for the election, he may obtain 
the service of any other superior judge, and the proceedings shall be the same as 
provided for a county in which there is more than one superior court judge. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20369.) 

20370. Presiding judge to designate necessary judges. 
If the proceeding is in a county where there is more than one superior court 

judge, the judge to whom the case is assigned shall notify the presiding judge 
forthwith of the number of judges which he deems necessary to participate in order 
to finish the contest in time to print the ballots for the final election. The presiding 
judge shall forthwith designate as many judges as are necessary to completion of 
the contest, by order in writing and thereupon all of the judges so designated shall 
partidpate in the recount of the ballots and the giving of judgment in the contest 
in the manner specified in this article. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20370.) 

20371. Recount of precincts. 
The judges designated by the order to hear the contest, including the judge to 

whom the contest was originally assigned, shall convene upon notice from the 
judge to whom the contest was originally assigned, and agree upon the precincts 
which each one of them, sitting separately, will recount. Thereupon the recount 
shall so proceed that each judge, sitting separately, shall respectively determine the 
recount in those precincts which have been assigned to him, so that the ballots 
opened before one judge need not be opened before another judge or department. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20371.) 

20372. Proceedings before judge. 
The proceedings before every judge in making a recount of the precincts 

assigned to him, as to the appointment of the clerk and persons necessary to be 
assistants of the court in making it, shall be the same as in contested elections. The 
provisions of Section 20088 of this code apply to the recount. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §20372.) 

20373. Decision of the court. 
When the recount has been completed in the manner required in this article, all 

the judges who took part, if more than one, shall assemble and make the decision 
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20374. DIVISION 13. ELECTION CONTESTS. TIE VOTE 

of the court. If there is any difference of opinion, a majority of the judges shall finally 
determine all questions, and give a separate decision or judgment in each contest. 

(Added by 51als.1961, c. 23, §20373.) 

20374. Judgment of the court is final. 
The judgment of the court is final in every respect. No party may appeal. 
(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §20374.) 

20375. Judgment served upon county clerk. 
A certified copy of the judgment shall be served upon the county clerk and may 

be enforced summarily in the same manner as provided in Section 10015. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1438, §19.6.) 

20376. Judgment served upon Secretary of State. 
If the contest proceeds in mare than one county, and the nominee is to be certified 

by the Secretary of State from the compilation of election returns in his office, the 
judgment in each county in which there has been a contest shall show what, if any, 
changes in the returns in the office of the Secretary of State relating to that county 
ought to be made. Certified copies of the judgments shall be served upon the 
Secretary of State. He shall make such changes in the record in his office as each 
judgment requires, and conform his compilation and his certificate of nomination 
accordingly. 

(Added by Slats. 1961, c. 23, §20376.) 

Chapter 4. Tie Votes 

Article 1. Elections Other Than Primary Elections 

20500. Application of article. 
This article does not apply to any primary election. 
(Added by 5lals. 1961, c. 23, §20500') 

20501. Detennination of a tie vote; special runoff election. 
(a) If at any election, except as provided in subdivision (b) and an election for 

Governor or Lieutenant Governor, two or more persons receive an equal and the 
highest number of votes for an office to be voted for in more than one county, the 
Secretary of State shall forthwith summon the candidates who have received the 
tie votes, whether upon the canvass of the returns by the Secretary of State or upon 
recount by a court, to appear before him or her at the Secretary of State's office at 
the State Capitol at a time to be designated by him or her. The Secretary of State 
shall at that time and place determine the tie by lot. Except as provided in 
subdivision (b), in the same manner, at a time and place designated by it, the 
election board shall determine a tie vote, whether upon the canvass of the returns 
by the election board or upon a recount by a court, for candidates voted for wholly 
within one county or city. 

(b) In lieu of resolving a tie vote by lot as provided in subdivision (a), the 
legislative body of any county, city, or special district may resolve a tie vote by the 
conduct of a special runoff election involving those candidates who received an 
equal number of votes and the highest number of votes. 

A special runoff election shall be held only if the legislative body adopts the 
provisions of this subdivision prior to the conduct of the election resulting in the 
tie vote. If a legislative body decides to call a special runoff election in the event of 
a tie vote, all future elections conducted by that body shall be resolved by the 
conduct of a special runoff election, unless the legislative body later repeals the 
authority for the conduct of a special runoff election. 
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Chapter 4. Tie Votes 20532. 

If a special runoff election is held pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision, 
the legislative body shall call for the runoff election to be held in the local entity on 
a Tuesday not less than 40 nor more than 125 days after the administrative or 
judicial certification of the election which resul ted in a tie vote. If a regular election 
is to be held throughout the jurisdiction within such time period, the special runoff 
election shall be held on the same day as, and consolidated with, the regular 
election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1980, c. 564, §1.) 

20502. Certificate of election. 
If the tie vote has been determined pursuant to Section 20501, the person 

declared elected by the Secretary of State or the election board is entitled to a 
certificate of election. The Secretary of State, the county clerk or the city clerk, 
whichever the case may be, shall immediately make out and deliver to that person 
a certificate of election. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1967, c. 376, §2.) 

20502.5. Tie for Governor or Lieutenant Governor. 
When two or more persons have an equal and highest number of votes for either 

Governor or Lieutenant Governor, the Secretary of State shall deliver a certificate 
to that effect to each of the tied candidates. Each tied candidate may present such 
certificate to the Legislature in such manner as he sees fit. 

(Added by Sin Is. 1975, c. 1203, §9.J 

20503. Legislature to determine. 
In case any two or more persons have an equal and highest number of votes for 

either Governor or Lieutenant Governor, the Legislature shall, by a joint vote of 
both houses, choose one of the persons to fill the office. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961. c. 23, §20503.J 

Article 2. At Primary Elections 

20530. Application of article. 
This article applies only to: 
(a) Candidates for delegates to a national convention for the nomination of party 

candidates for President and Vice President of the United States. 
(b) Candidates for nomination at the direct primary to offices other than non

partisan offices. 
(Added by Slats. 1961, c. 23, §20530.) 

20531. Determination of tie by lot. 
In case of a tie vote for member of the State Board of Equalization, State Senator, 

Assemblyman, Representative in Congress or member of a county central commit· 
tee, where the office is to be voted for wholly within one county, the election board 
shall forthwith summon the candidates who have received tie votes to appear 
before it, at a time and place to be designated by the board, and the board shall at 
that time and place determine the tie by lot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §20531.) 

20532. Secretary of State to detennine tie by lot. 
In the case of tie vote for an office other than a judicial or school office to be voted 

on in more than one county, the Secretary of State shall forthwith summon the 
candidates who have received tie votes to appear before him at his office at the State 
Capitol at a time to be designated by him. The Secretary of State shall at that time 
and place determine the tie by lot. 

(Added by 5Ials.196l, c. 23, §20532.) 
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20533. Summons mailed to candidate. 
The summons mentioned in this article shall in every case be mailed to the 

address of the candidate as it appears upon his affidavit of registration, at least five 
days before the day f!Xed for the determination of the tie vote. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §20533.J 
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Part 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 22005. 

DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND 
CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

Part 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chapter 1. Voters and Procedure 

22000. Persons entitled to vote. 
Every person is entitled to vote at a local, special, or consolidated election who 

is registered in anyone of the precincts which compose the local, special, or 
consolidated election precincts in accordance with the provisions of this code. 

(Added by Stats.1961, c. 23, §22000.) 

22002. Applicability of this code. 
Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, aU statewide special elections 

shall be called, conducted, and canvassed as provided by this code for the calling, 
conducting, and canvassing of general elections. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §22002.) 

22003. Approval of election services for city or district; time for supplying 
precinct list; reimbursement for services. 

The governing body of any city or district may by resolution request the board 
of supervisors of the county to permit the county clerk to render specified services 
to the city or district relating to the conduct of an election. Subject to approval of 
the board of supervisors, such services shall be performed by the county clerk. 

The resolution of the governing body of the city or district shall specify the 
services requested. 

Any city which requests the board of supervisors to permit the county clerk to 
prepare the city's election materials shall, if the board of supervisors agrees to 
provide such services, supply the county clerk with a list of its precincts, or 
consolidated precincts, as applicable, no later than 61 days before the election. 

Unless other arrangements satisfactory to the couJ.'ty have been made, the city 
or district shall reimburse the county in full for the services performed upon 
presentation of a bill to the city or district. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 1166, §20.) 

22004. Limitation of campaign contributions. 
A county may by ordinance or resolu tion limit campaign contributions in county 

elections. 
(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §33.) 

22005. Board of supervisors may call special district elections . 

U the governing body of any special district fails to call or to take any other steps 
necessary to the holding of the regular district election at which any member or 
members of the governing body of the district are to be selected, the board of 
supervisors of the county in which the district is located, upon being notified of 
this fact by any voter in the district, may call a special election within the district 
for the selection of the governing board member or members involved. The election 
shall be held not later than 90 days after it is called by the board of supervisors, and 
shall be conducted in the same manner as the regular district election. The costs of 
such special election shall be borne by the district for which the election is held. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1155, §4.) 
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Chapter 2. Precincts 

22030. Consolidation of precincts. 
The election board conducting local, special, or consolidated elections, or state

wide elections other than the direct primary, presidential primary, or general 
election, may, for the purpose of the election, divide the territory within which the 
election is to be held into special election or consolidated election precincts by 
consolidating existing precincts, or otherwise, subject to the provisions of Section 
1513, and may change and alter the precincts for such elections as often as occasion 
requires. Not more than six existing precincts may be consolidated into one special 
election or consolidated election precinct. The polling place used for a consolidated 
precinct shall be located within the boundaries of the consolidated precinct. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1438, §20.2.) 

Chapter 3. Election Officers 

22050. Appointment of precinct board. 
The election board conducting the elections of any city shall appoint a precinct 

board for each local, special, or consolidated election precinct, to consist of one 
inspector, one judge, and two clerks for each local, special, or consolidated election 
held within that city. The election board conducting the elections in any county 
shall appoint a precinct board to consist of one inspector, one judge, and two clerks 
for every local, special, or consolidated election not held exclusively within one or 
more cities. However, in any consolidated election not consolidated with a state
wide direct primary or general election, in which an electronic, electromechanical, 
or punchcard voting system is used for counting the ballots, the officer in charge 
may provide that the precinct board shall be appointed pursuant to Section 15205. 
The members of the precinct board shall apportion among themselves the work 
required in the conduct of the election within their respective election precincts. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1988, c. 114, §1.J 

22051. Appointment of precinct board; under freeholders' charter. 
At any municipal election held under a freeholders' charter, the election board 

conducting the election may, by majority consent, appoint a precinct board for each 
election precinct, to consist of one inspector, one judge and two clerks. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §220Sl.) 

22052. Conduct of appointed precinct boards. 
The members of the precinct boards provided for in Sections 22050 and 22051 

shall be appointed and shall act as provided in this chapter. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1978, c. 1287, §18.) 

Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 

22600. Examination of signatures; nomination papers. 
Whenever the county clerk is required to examine the signatures upon any 

nomination paper or petition of any candidate for a municipal office, he may 
employ necessary help for the examination. The cost shall be paid by the dty. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1970, c. 343, §l.) 

22601. Applicability of this part. 
The provisions of this part shall apply to all municipal elections except where 

otherwise provided for in the Constitution of the State or in a charter duly adopted 
or amended pursuant to the Constitution of this State. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §22601.) 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 22805. 

22602. Ballot designations for municipal elections. 
The provisions of Section 10211, relating to ballot designations, shall apply to 

municipal elections, whether held in a general law or chartered city. 
(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1287, §19.) 

22603. Write-in prov.isioI:ts. 
The provisions of Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 7300) of Division 6 and 

Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 17100) of Division 12, relating to write-in 
votes, shall apply to municipal elections held in general law cities. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1979, c. 667, §34.) 

Chapter 2. General Regulations Governing Elections in Cities 

Article 1. General Provisions 

22800. Definition of "municipal election"; this chapter. 
Whenever the term "municipal election" is used in this chapter, it refers to 

elections in general law cities and where applicable in chartered cities. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §22800.) 

22801. Applicability of this chapter; municipal elections. 
All municipal elections, including elections to fill public offices, elections on 

measures, and initiative, referendum and recall elections, shall be held and con
ducted in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and, except where the 
charter, statute or code under which a municipal election is held prescribes the 
method of giving notice of such election, the notices provided in this chapter shall 
be given. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §22801.) 

22802. Applicability of this code; municipal elections. 
In all respects not otherwise provided for in this chapter, municipal elections 

shall be held and conducted in accordance with the provisions of this code govern
ing elections generally, so far as they may be applicable. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §22802.) 

22804. Precincts. 
The voting precincts for the municipal election may consist of either the regular 

election precincts established for holding state or county elections or a consolida
tion of any or all of the regular election precincts last established. If any election at 
which is submitted the proposition of incurring indebtedness, or the issuance of 
bonds, or the determination of any measure authorized by law to be submitted to 
vote of the people of the city is consolidated with any regular state or county 
election, the precincts for the municipal election shall be the same as those estab
lished for the regular election. 

(Amended by 5tats.1971, c. 438, §87.) 

22805. Appointment of precinct officers . 
The governing body of the city shall appoint one inspector, one judge and two 

clerks as election officers for each precinct for each municipal election, who shall 
have charge of the election in and for the regular or consolidated precinct for which 
they have been appointed. The governing body may advertise for election officers, 
or it may appoint them from the register of applicants for such }X>sitions on file 
with the county clerk, or from the register of applicants for such positions on file 
with the city clerk, in the event that the local governing body by resolution 
determines that a local register shall be so maintained. If such a resolution is 
adopted, the city clerk shall prepare application blanks and shall maintain a register 
in substantially the same manner as kept by the county clerk as to elections 
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generally. Other things being equal, preference in the appointment of precinct 
board members shall be given for ability and previous experience. The precinct 
board members shall receive such compensation as the governing body may fix. 

(AJided by Slals. 1961, c. 23, §22805.) 

22806. Liberal construction of chapter. 
This chapter shall be liberally construed to promote its objects, and no error, 

omission or irregularity shall invalidate an election if there has been a substantial 
compliance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(Added by Slals.1961, c. 23, §22806.) 

22807. Election for voting on proposition. 
A proposition may be submitted at a regular election, or a special election may 

be called, by ordinance or resolution, for the purpose of voting on a proposition. 
(Added by Slals. 1961, c. 23, §22807.) 

22808. Limitation of campaign contributions. 
A city may by ordinance or resolution limit campaign contributions in municipal 

elections. 
(Amended by Slats. 1979, c. 667, §35.! 

Article 2. Notice of Elections 

22830. Notice of election. 
Not earlier than the 89th nor later than the 75th day before any municipal 

election to fill offices, the city clerk shall publish a notice of the election in the city 
pursuant to Section 6061 of the Goverrunent Code. The notice shall be headed 
"Notice of Election/' and shall contain a statement of: 

(a) The time of the election; 
(b) The offices to be filled, specifying full term or short term, as the case may be. 
With respect to a special election to fill a vacancy in office, unless the city has 

enacted an ordinance as referred to in subdivision (b) of Section 228441 and such 
ordinance does not allow for appointment to fill the vacancy and requires the 
vacancy to be filled in the special election, the notice shall also state that if no one 
or only one person is nominated for an elected office, appointment to such elective 
office may be made as prescribed by Section 22844. 

H there is no newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in the 
city, the notice shall be typewritten and copies shall be posted conspicuously within 
the time prescribed in at least three public places in the city. 

(Amended by Slats. 1980, c. 54, §1.! 

22831. Fonn of notice. 
The notice of the municipal election shall be substantially in the following form: 

Notice of Election 

Notice is hereby given that a (general or special) municipal election 
will be held in the of , on the day of 
___ ~, 19 ~ for the following officers: (name them). 

The polls will be open between the hours of _m. and _m. 

Dated, -:-c:-::--~ -:-::---:C:-:-. 
(Added by Slals.1961, c. 23, §22831.) 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 22834. 

22832. Sample ballots; polling place cards; time limit. 
Sample ballots and polling places notices shall be printed and mailed to each 

voter for any municipal election within the time provided by Section 10010. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1978, c. 1287, §20.) 

22833. List of nominees; form. 
In case of a municipal election to fill offices, the city clerk shall publish a list of 

the names of the nominees, in the order in which they appear on the ballot, and the 
respective offices for which they have been nominated. Publication shall be in the 
city and pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code. If there is no newspaper 
published and circulated in the city, the notice shall be typewritten and copies shall 
be posted conspicuously within the time prescribed in at least three public places 
in the city. This list shall be headed, "Nominees for Public Office," in conspicuous 
type, and shall be substantially in the fOllowing form: 

Nominees for Public Office 

Notice is hereby given that the following persons have been nominated for the 
offices hereinafter mentioned to be filled at the General Municipal Election to be 
held in the of on the day of 
=_77.~,19 
(Here follow with the list of nominees.) 
Dated, ___ _ 

(Amended by 5/a/s.1961, c. 835, §12.) 

22834. List of election officers; form. 

City Clerk 

Not later than 20 days prior to any municipal election, the city clerk shall publish 
the list of the polling places designated for each election precinct. This list shall be 
followed by the list of names of election officers appointed. The list of names of 
election officers need not be published in precinct order, at the discretion of the city 
clerk. Publication shall be in the city and pursuant to Section 6061 of the Govern
ment Code. If there is no newspaper of general circulation published and circulated 
in the city, the list shall be typewritten and copies shall be posted conspicuously 
within the time prescribed in at least three public places in the city. The list shall 
be headed "Election Officers and Polling Places" in conspicuous type and shall be 
substantially in the following form: 

ELECTION OFFICERS AND POLLING PLACES 

Notice is hereby given that at the (general or special) municipal 
election to be held in the City of on Tuesday, the day of 
:--;-.,-~' 19 ~ there shall be ) voting precincts consist-
ing (of consolidations) of the regular election precincts in the City of _-;-_,,
established for the holding of state and county elections; that the polling places for 
the respective precincts shall be the places hereinafter designated; and that the 
persons hereinafter named have been appointed officers of election for their 
respective voting precincts. 

Voting Precinct 1, comprising regular election precinct number (or numbers). 
____ Polling Place: (state place) 
Voting Precinct 2, comprising regular election precinct number (or numbers). 
~ ___ Polling Places: (state place) 

Officer __________ =-:-;-___________ _ 
(name) 
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Officer __________ .,-_-,-___________ _ 
(name) 

(Amended by Stats. 1985, c. 225, §5.) 

22835. Publication of measure synopsisi form. 

In case of a municipal election on any measure, the city clerk shall publish a 
synopsis of the measure in the city pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government 
Code. If there is no newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in 
the city, the notice shall be typewritten and copies shall be posted conspicuously 
within the time prescribed in at least three public places in the city. The notice shall 
be headed "Measure To Be Voted On" in conspicuous type and shall be substan
tially in the following form: 

MEASURE TO BE VOTED ON 

Notice is hereby given that the following measure is to be voted on at the 
____ (general or special) municipal election to be held in the City of 
___ ~. on Tuesday, the day of , 19_. 

(Synopsis of measure or measures) 

Dated ___ _ 

City Clerk of the City of ____ _ 

The city clerk shall consolidate the notice of election and the notice of measure 
to be voted on into one notice. 

(Amended by Stats. 1981, c. 1114, §20.) 

22836. Method of nomination; nomination filing. 
Candidates may be nominated for any of the elective offices of the city in the 

manner following: 
Not earlier than the 89th day nor later than 5 p.m. on the 68th day before a 

municipal election, the voters may nominate candidates for election by signing a 
nomination paper. Each candidate shall be proposed by not less than 20 nor more 
than 30 voters in a city of 1,000 registered voters or more, and not less than 5 nor 
more than 10 voters in a city of less than 1,000 registered voters, but only one 
candidate may be named in anyone nomination paper. No voter may sign more 
than one nomination paper for the same office, and in the event he does so, his 
signature shall count only on the first nomination paper filed which contains his 
signature. Nomination papers subsequently filed and containing his signature shall 
be considered as though his signature does not appear thereon. Each seat on the 
governing body is a separate office. Any person registered to vote at the election 
may circulate a nomination paper. Where there are full terms and short terms to be 
filled, the term shall be specified in the nomination paper. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1376, §16.) 

22837. Signatures; nomination papers. 
The signatures to each nomination paper shall be appended on the same sheet 

of paper, and each signer shall add his place of residence, giving the street and 
number, if any, otherwise such designation of his place of residence as will enable 
its location to be readily ascertained. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §65') 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 22841. 

22838. Affidavit of circulator. 
Every nomination paper shall have annexed an affidavit of the person who 

circulated it to the effect that he saw written all the signatures appended thereto 
and knows that they are the signatures of the persons whose names they purport 
to be. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §22838.J 

22839. Statement of acceptance. 
Each nomination paper shall be accompanied by a verified statement of the 

candidate that he will accept the nomination, and will also accept the office in the 
event of his election. Such statement shall contain a blank space wherein the 
candidate shall be required to fill in his name in the manner in which he wishes the 
same to appear on the ballot and also the designation which he wishes to have 
under his name on the ballot, which designation shall conform to one of the 
designations permitted under the provisions of this code relating to the forms of 
ballots generally. 

(Added by Stilts. 1961, c. 23, §22839.J 

22840. Filing date; nomination papers. 
All nomination papers shall be filed with the city clerk during regular business 

hours not later than 5 p.m. on the 68th day before the election. Until that time, but 
no later than then, a candidate may withdraw his nomination paper after it is filed 
with the city clerk as provided in this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1376, §16.2.) 

22840.5. Time extension if incumbent fails to file. 
(a) Notwithstanding Sections 22836 'and 22840, if nomination papers for an 

incumbent officer of the city are not filed by 5 p.m. on the 68th day before the 
election, the voters shall have until 5 p.m. on the 63rd day before the election to 
nominate candidates, other than the person who was the incumbent on the 68th 
day, for that incumben~s elective office. 

(b)This section is not applicable where there is no incumbent eligible to be 
elected. If this section is applicable, notwithstanding Section 22840,a candidate may 
withdraw his or her nomination paper until 5 p.m. on the 63rd day before the 
election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 1016, §2.) 

22841. Form of nomination papers. 
The nomination papers and affidavits shall be substantially in the following 

form: 

"NOMINATION PAPER 

We, the undersigned voters of the --;c:c=~ of ____ hereby nominate 
____ for the office of of said city: 

Name Residence 

AFFIDAVIT OF THE CIRCULATOR 

State of California } 
Countyof______ ss. 
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I, ,solemnly swear (or affirm) that the signatures on this nomination 
paper were obtained between , 19~ and , 19~ that I 
circulated this petition and I saw the signatures on this section of the nomination 
papers being written; and that, to the best of my information and belief, each 
signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

My residence address is ___ _ 

(Signature) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me the ____ day of ___ ~, 19_. 

(SEAL) Notary Public in and for the County of ___ ~ 
State of California 

AFFIDAVIT OF THE NOMINEE 

State of Caiifornia } 
Countyof ______ ss. 

-.-_=-_ being duly sworn, says that he or she is the above-named nominee 
for the office of , that he or she will accept the office in the event of his 
or her election, that he or she desires his or her name to appear on the ballot as 
follows: 

(Print name above), 
and that he or she desires the following designation to appear on the ballot under 
his or her name: 

(Print desired designation above.) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me the day of ,19_. 

(SEAL) Notary Public in and for the County of ___ ~ 
State of California" 

(Amendet1 by Stats. 1989, c. 720, §9.J 

22842. Nomination papers issued by city clerk. 
All forms required for nomination and election to all municipal offices shall be 

furnished only by the city clerk during regular business hours. At the time of 
issuance of those forms the city clerk shall type in the forms the name of the 
candidate and the office for which he is a candidate, shall imprint a stamp which 
reads "Official Filing Form," and shall affix his signature. At the time nomination 
papers are issued to a candidate the city clerk shall imprint the date. The forms 
shall be distributed without charge to all candidates applying for them, 

(Amendet1 by Stats. 1976, c. 183, §2.! 

22843. Filing fee, 
A filing fee proportionate to the costs of processing a candidate's nomination 

papers as determined by the city council and set by ordinance, but not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars ($25), may be imposed, to be paid upon the filing of such 
nomination papers. 

(Addet1 by Stats. 1972, c. 593, §2.! 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 22844. 

22843.5. Provision if no one or only one candidate files; appointment to office. 
(a) If, by 5 p.m. on the 63rd day prior to the day fixed for a regularly scheduled 

municipal election, (i) no one or only one person has been nominated for any office 
which is elected on a citywide basis, or (ii) no one or only one person is nominated 
to be elected from or by a legislative district, or (iii)in the case of any office or offices 
to be elected at large, the number of persons who have been nominated for those 
offices does not exceed the number to be filled at that election, the city clerk shall 
submit a certificate of these facts to the governing body of the city and inform the 
governing body of the city that it may, at a regular or special meeting held before 
the municipal election, adopt one of the following courses of action: 

(I) Appoint to the office the person who has been nominated. 
(2) Appoint to the office any eligible elector if no one has been nominated. 

(3) Hold the election if either no one or only one person has been nominated. 
The city clerk shall publish a notice of the facts described in this section and the 
courses of action available under this subdivision. Publication shall be made 
pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code in any newspaper of general 
circulation as designated by the clerk. 

After the tenth day following the date of publication, the governing body of the 
city may make the appointment or direct an election to be held in the affected 
territory. The person appointed, if any, shall qualify and take office and serve 
exactly as if elected at a municipal election for the office. 

If, by the 50th day before the municipal election, no person has been appointed 
to office pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2), the election shall be held. 

(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply if, at the regularly scheduled municipal 
election, more than one person has been nominated to another city office to be 
elected on a citywide basis or, a city measure has qualified and is to be submitted 
to the voters at that municipal election. 

(c) Notwithstanding Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 7300) of Division 6 or 
any other provision of the law to the contrary I if the governing body of a ci ty makes 
an appointment pursuant to subdivision (a), the clerk shall not accept for filing any 
statement of write-in candidacy which is submitted after the appointment is made. 

In the event that an appOintment to office is made in a particular legislative 
district pursuant to subdivision (a), that appointment shall not affect the conduct 
of the municipal election in other legislative districts of the city. 

(Amended by Slats. 1990, c. 1427, §4.5.J 

22844. Provision if no one or only one person nominated; appointment to 
office. 

(a) If, by 5 p.m. on the 63rd day before a municipal election to fill any vacancy 
in office, no one or only one person has been nominated for any elective office to 
be filled at that election, and the election is subject to Section 36512 of the Govern
ment Code, the city clerk shall submit a certificate of these facts to the governing 
body of the city and inform the governing body of the city that it may, at a regular 
or special meeting held before the municipal election, adopt one of the following 
courses of action: 

(1) Appoint to such office the person who has been nominated. 
(2) Appoint to such office any eligible elector if no one has been nominated. 
(3) Hold the election if either no one, or only one person, has been nominated. 

The city clerk shall publish a notice of the facts described in this section and the 
courses of action available under this subdivision. Publication shall be made 
pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code in any newspaper of general 
circulation as deSignated by the clerk. 
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After the tenth day following the date of publication, the governing body of the 
city may make such an appointment or direct an election to be held. The person 
appointed, if any, shall qualify and take office and serve exactly as if elected at a 
municipal election for that office. 

If, by the 50th day before the municipal election, no person has been appointed 
to office pursuant to paragraph (I) or (2), the election shall be held. 

Notwithstanding Section 7301 or any other provision of the law to the contrary, 
if the governing body of a city makes an appointment as provided in this section, 
the city clerk shall not accept for filing any statement of write-in candidacy which 
is submitted after the appointment is made. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a city from enacting an 
ordinance pursuant to Section 36512.1 of the Government Code, requiring that a 
special election be held, or an ordinance pursuant to Section 36512.2 of the Govern
ment Code, providing that a person appointed to fill a vacancy on the city council 
holds office only until the date of a special election, or both. Such an ordinance or 
ordinances may allow for appointment without requiring or providing for a special 
election, consistent with subdivision (a). 

(Amended by 5tats. 1985, c. 319, §2.) 

Article 4. Cond uct of Elections 

22900. Precinct supplies. 
The city clerk shall have the necessary ballots printed and shall procure and 

furnish to the election officers the necessary supplies and equipment as specified 
in Sections 14005, 14005.3, and 14007. The clerk shall see that they are properly 
distributed to each precinct prior to the opening of the polls on the day of election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1986, c.1277, §15.) 

22902. Declaration of duties. 
Before opening the polls, the election officers shall sign a declaration to discharge 

faithfully the duties of an election officer, before the inspector or before any other 
of themselves. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §22902.) 

22903. Opening of polls. 
The polls shall be open on the day of election between such hours as the 

governing body may determine, but not less than eight consecutive hours. The 
hours of opening and closing the polls shall be specified in the notice of election, 
otherwise they shall be the same as provided for general elections. Before the 
precinct board receives any ballots, it shall cause it to be proclaimed aloud at the 
place of election that the polls are open. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §22903.) 

22904. Majority of members present 
A majority of the members of any precinct board shall be present at the polling 

place at all times while the polling place is open. 
(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 67, §1.) 

Article 5. Canvass of Ballots and Returns 

22930. Procedure at close of polls. 
The votes shall be counted, the result of the votes cast shall be posted, the 

supplies and records of the election shall be returned to the city clerk and shall be 
disposed of by the city clerk in accordance with the provisions of this code 
governing elections generally, so far as they may be applicable. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1977, c. 1205, §68.) 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 22935. 

22930.5. Counting absent voter ballots. 
The city clerk, or a canvassing board appointed by the city clerk, shall count the 

votes cast by absent voters. The clerk or board shall commence this count as soon 
as the polls close on the day of election, and the count shall continue, for not less 
than six hours each day providing ballots remain to be counted, until all absent 
voter ballots have been received within the time provided by law. The result of the 
absent vote count shall be included with the canvass of returns from the precincts. 

The canvassing board, if any, shall be appointed and the absent vote count shall 
be conducted in the manner prescribed by Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 
1400) of Division 2, insofar as the provisions of that chapter are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this section. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1978, c. 1287, §22.J 

22932. Canvass of returns; installation of elected officers. 
The governing body of the city shall meet at their usual place of meeting on the 

first Tuesday after the election to canvass the returns and to install the newly elected 
officers. The body shall declare elected the persons having the highest number of 
votes given for each office. Upon the completion of the canvass and before installing 
the new officers, the body shall pass a resolution reciting the fact of the election and 
such other matters as are enumerated in Section 22933. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1961, c. 65, §5.J 

22932.5. Early canvass of returns. 
The governing body may, by resolution duly adopted prior to the date of 

election, order the canvass to be made by the city clerk prior to the first Tuesday 
after the election. Sections 17082 and 17083 shall govern the conduct of the canvass. 
Upon completion of the canvass, the city clerk shall certify the results to the 
governing body who shall on the first Tuesday after the election comply with the 
other provisions of Section 22932. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1976, c. 1438, §20.7.) 

22933. Statement of the vote. 
As soon as the result of the election is declared, the clerk of the governing body 

shall enter on its records a statement of the result. 
The statement shall show: 
(a) The whole number of votes cast in the city. 
(b) The names of the persons voted for. 
(c) The measures voted upon. 
(d) For what office each person was voted for. 
(e) The number of votes given at each precinct to each person and for and against 

each measure. 
(f) The number of votes given in the city to each person and for and against each 

measure. 
(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §22933.J 

22934. Certificate of election. 
The city clerk shall immediately sign and deliver to each person elected a 

certificate of election. He or she shall also administer to each person elected the oath 
of office prescribed in the California Constitution. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §16.! 

22935. Municipal election recounts. 
Recount of votes in municipal elections shall be governed by the provisions of 

Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 17140) of Division 12. 
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(Amended by Stats. 1983, c.142, §13.) 

Chapter 3. Emergency Elections in Cities 

23100. Presentation of petition by voters. 
The voters of a city may present a petition to the Governor for the appointment 

of three commissioners of election pursuant to this chapter if: 
(a) The city has failed to elect officers in accordance with its charter, and there 

are no officers to carry on the city government, or the city has failed to cail an 
election of officers. 

(h) The city has attempted to adopt a freeholders charter under the provisions 
of the State Constitution, and has failed to legally elect officers, and such freeholders 
charter is held to be in valid. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §23100.) 

23101. Fonn of petition. 
The petition to the Governor shall set forth: 
(a) The name of the city, with the date and manner of organization. 
(h) The date of the last election for officers; whether they are performing their 

duties, and if not, how long since they have ceased to do so. 
k) The provision of the charter relating to the qualifications of voters. 
(d) That each person signing the petition possesses the qualifications provided 

for voters by the charter. 
(e) That each of the signers of the petition is a householder and freeholder in the 

city. 
(Added by Slals.1961, c. 23, §23101.! 

23102. Signatures required. 
The petition shall be signed by not less than 75 persons in the city, each of whom 

possesses all the qualifications mentioned in the body of the petition. The petition 
shall be verified by at least two of the signersl that, of their knowledge, the petition 
is true, and that all the signers are qualified. 

(Added by Slals. 1961, c. 23, §23102.! 

23103. Upon presentation of petition to Governor. 
Upon the presentation of the petition to the Governor, he shall either act upon 

it or require additional evidence of the matters set forth in the petition. Upon being 
satisfied of the truth of the matters set forth in the petition, the Governor shall 
appoint three persons as commissioners of election for that 'city. The commission 
shall be known as the board of election commissioners for (here give name of the 
city). 

(Added by Slats. 1961, c. 23, §23103.! 

23104. Issuance of commission by Governor. 
The Governor shall issue a commission to the commissionersl and the issuance 

of the commission shall be conclusive evidence of the regularity of all the proceed
ings to and including the appointment of the commissioners. Within 10 days after 
their appoinbnent, the commissioners shall take the constitutional oath of office 
before some officer authorized to administer oaths. The oath shall be indorsed upon 
the commission, and a copy filed in the office of the Secretary of State. The 
commission shall organize by the election of a president and secretary from their 
own members. The commission shall keep minutes of all its proceedings, which 
minutes shall be signed at the close of each meeting by the president and secretary. 

(Added by Slals.1961, c. 23, §23104.) 
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Part 2. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 23110. 

23105. Election called by commissioners. 
The commissioners may, by an order entered in their minutes, call an election 

for the officers required by the charter of the city, to be elected only by the voters 
in the city. The order shall specify the names of the offices to be filled and the date 
of the election. When any office is to be filled by an election in any ward or 
subdivision of the city, the order shall so state. 

(Added by Stats.1961, c. 23, §23105.) 

23106. Appointment of precinct board. 
Prior to the election, the commission shall appoint precinct boards and fix the 

places of holding the election, as required in the city charter. The commission shall 
cause notice of the election to be published in one or more newspapers published 
in the city, or if none is published therein, then by posting notices for at least 20 
days before election. The election shall be conducted as required by the city charter 
for the election of officers, except that it shall not be necessary to use printed 
registers. If a voter is challenged on the ground that his name does not appear on 
the register of the county, it shall be sufficient for him to state, under oath, that he 
believes his name is upon the register I and if no other evidence is offered, the 
precinct board shall accept his statement as true. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §23106.) 

23107. Returns of the election. 
Except that the returns shall be returned and delivered to the commission, the 

precinct boards shall make return of the election as required in the charter of all 
officers voted for at the election, without reference to whether they were voted for 
in the whole or only a ward or subdivision of the city. A member of a precinct board 
shall not issue a certificate of election. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §23107.) 

23108. Canvass of returns; certificate of election. 
Within five days after the election, the commissioners shall canvass the returns 

and declare what persons were elected. The commission shall issue certificates of 
election to the persons so declared to be elected. The certificates shall be signed by 
all the commissioners, and shall be conclusive evidence of the regularity of all the 
proceedings taken in the election and by the commission, except as against any suit 
or proceeding to oust from office any person holding a certificate. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §23lOB.) 

23109. Duties of persons elected, 
Within 10 days after issuance of the certificates of election, the officers shall 

qualify and enter upon the discharge of their duties, in accordance with the charter. 
If any person chosen at the election fails to take the oath of office and enter upon 
the discharge of his duties within the time above specified, the office to which he 
shall have been elected shall be deemed vacant. 

(Added by Stats.1961, c. 23, §23109.) 

23110, Delivery of books and papers to governing body, 
At the first meeting of the governing body of the city after the election, the 

commissioners shall deliver to the governing body all books and papers in their 
possession, relating to their office of election commissioners. The governing body 
shall cause them to be filed by their clerk, and shall cause the commission issued 
by the Governor to the commissioners, the minutes of the commissioners, and 
notice of the election to be entered in the book of minutes of the governing body. 
These entries shall thereupon be evidence of all the matters therein stated, and as 
conclusive as the originals. 

(Added by 5tals.1961, c. 23, §23110.) 
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23111. Effect of qualification of elected officers. 
Whenever the officers elected at the election, and the officers authorized by the 

charter to be elected or appointed by the governing body or executive department 
of the city, have qualified and entered upon the discharge of their duties, the city 
shall be as fully organized and in operation as if the election had been held at the 
time and in the manner required by the charter. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23111'! 

23112. Declaration of full operation. 
Whenever the government of the city is in full operation, the governing body 

shall enter a resolution in its minutes declaring that fact. The resolution shall be 
conclusive evidence of that fact, except as against a direct action or proceeding to 
set aside or annul the government. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23112.! 

PART 2.5. CONSOLIDATION OF ELECTIONS 

23300. Consolidation of elections. 
Whenever two or more elections, including bond elections, of any legislative or 

congressional district, public district, city, county or other political subdivision are 
called to be held on the same day, in the same territory, or in territory that is in part 
the same, they may be consolidated pursuant to this chapter upon the order of the 
governing body or bodies or officer or officers calling the elections. 

The elections, whether held under a freeholder charter or under any state law, 
or both, may be consolidated and different elections called by the same governing 
body may be consolidated. 

In each year when electors of President and Vice President of the United States 
are to be chosen, the presidential primary shall be consolidated with the direct 
primary and no order is necessary. 

(Amended by stats.1963, c. 214, §1.! 

23301. Order of consolidation with statewide election. 
Where one of the elections to be consolidated is a statewide election, the board 

of supervisors of the county in which the consolidation is to be effected may order 
the consolidation. 

(Added by Slats. 1961, c. 23, §23301.! 

23301.5. Consolidation procedures. 
When local elections are to be consolidated and no specific procedure is specified 

for their consolidation, the procedure set forth in Section 23302 shall govern the 
consolidation, except that the governing body of the jurisdiction which receives a 
request for the consolidation, or an officer otherwise authorized by law, may order 
the consolidation. 

(Added by 5Ials.1977, c.166, §1.! 

23302. Filing time for resolution requesting consolidation; time limit for 
ballot text. 

Whenever an election called by a district, city or other political subdivision for 
the submission of any question, proposition, or office to be filled is to be consoli
dated with a statewide election, and such question, proposition, or office to be filled 
is to appear upon the same ballot as that provided for such statewide election, the 
district, city, or other political subdivision shall, at least 88 days prior to the date of 
the election, file with the board of supervisors, and a copy with the county clerk, a 
resolution of its governing board requesting such consolidation and setting forth 
the exact form of any question, proposition, or office to be voted upon at such 
election, as the same is to appear on the ballot. The question or proposition to appear 
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PART 2.5. CONSOLIDATION OF ELECTIONS 23302.1. 

on the ballot shall conform to the provisions of this code governing the wording of 
propositions submitted to the voters at a statewide election. The resolution request
ing the consolidation shall be adopted and filed at the same time as the adoption 
of the ordinance, resolution or order calling the election. The names of the candi
dates to appear upon the ballot where district, city, or other political subdivision 
offices are to be filled shall be filed with the county clerk no later than 81 days prior 
to the election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 286, §1.J 

23302.1. Special Districts; resolution to change election dates. 
(a) This section applies only to special districts electing members of the govern

ing body in November of odd-numbered years. As used in this section, "special 
district" means an agency of the state fonned pursuant to general law or special 
act, for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within 
limited boundaries, except a city, county, city and county, school or community 
college district, or special assessment district. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a governing body of a special 
district may, by resolution, require that its elections of governing body members 
be held on the same day as the statewide general election. 

(1) The resolution setting the election shall also include dates that are consis
tent with the primary or general election with respect to nominations, notices, 
canvass of votes, certification of election, and all other procedural requirements of 
the Elections Code pertaining to the primary or general election. 

(2) The resolution shall be submitted to the board of supervisors no later than 
240 days prior to the date of the currently scheduled district election. 

(c) The board of supervisors shall notify all districts located in the county of the 
receipt of the resolution to consolidate and shall request input from each district 
on the effect of consolidation. 

(d) The elections official shall prepare and transmit to the board of supervisors 
an impact analysis of the proposed consolidation. 

(e) The board of supervisors, within 60 days from the date of submission, shall 
approve the resolution unless it finds that the ballot style, voting equipment, or 
computer capacity is such that additional elections or materials cannot be handled. 
Prior to the adoption of a resolution to either approve or deny a consolidation 
request, the board or boards of supervisors shall each obtain from the elections 
official a report on the cost effectiveness of the proposed action. 

(f) Within 30 days after the approval of the resolution, the elections official shall 
notify all registered voters of the districts affected by the consolidation of the 
approval of the resolution by the board of supervisors. The notice shall be delivered 
by mail and at the expense of the district. 

(g) Public notices of the proceedings in which the resolution is to be considered 
for adoption shall be made pursuant to Section 25151 of the Government Code. 

(h) If a special district is located in more than one county the special district may 
not consolidate an election if any county in which the special district is located 
denies the request for consolidation. 

(0 It pursuant to subdivision (b), a special district election is held on the same 
day as the statewide general election, those governing body members whose terms 
of office would have, prior to the adoption of the resolution, expired prior to that 
election shall, instead, continue in their offices until their successors are elected and 
qualified, but in no event shall the term be extended beyond December 31 of the 
year following the year in which the request for consolidation is approved by the 
board of supervisors. 
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23302.3. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

(j) If a board of supervisors approves the resolution pursuant to subdivision (e), 
the special district election shall be conducted on the date specified by the board of 
supervisors, in accordance with subdivision (a), unless the approval is later re
scinded by the board of supervisors. 

(k) If the date of a special district election is changed pursuant to this section, at 
least one election shall be held before the resolution, as approved by the board of 
supervisors, may be subsequently repealed or amended. 

(Amended by Slats. 1987, c. 2, §5; Amended by 5Ials.1987, c. 84, §4.1 

23302.3. District or city special election consolidation with statewide special 
election. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, if a statewide special election 
is called less than 88 days prior to the date of that election, a district, city, or other 
political subdivision may call for a special local election for the submission of any 
question, proposition, or office to be filled, to be consolidated with the statewide 
special election if the call is issued within four days from the date of issuance of the 
Governors proclamation or the effective date of a statute calling for a statewide 
special election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1981, c.1114, §21.1 

23302.5. Candidate filing time for elections consolidated with regularly 
scheduled election. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, whenever other elections 
are consolidated with a regularly scheduled election, the period for the flling of 
nomination documents by candidates in elections consolidated with the regularly 
scheduled election shall commence on the 113th day prior to the election. The 
nomination documents shall be filed not later than 5 p.m. on the 88th day prior to 
the regularly scheduled election in the office of the appropriate officer during 
regular office hours. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), if nomination documents for an incumbent 
officer of a political subdivision are not filed by 5 p.m. on the 88th day before the 
election, any person other than the person who was the incumbent on the 88th day 
shall have until 5 p.m. on the 83rd day before the election to file nomination 
documents for the elective office. This section is not applicable where there is no 
incumbent eligible to be elected. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 993, §14.) 

23303. Repreclnct territory. 
When the county precinct boundaries at a consolidated election called by the 

board of supervisors of the county in which the city, district or other political 
subdivision is located do not coincide with the boundaries of the city, district or 
other political subdivision, the board of supervisors may by order, for the purpose 
of the election only, reprecinct the territory in which the boundaries do not coincide, 
at any time prior to 30 days before the election. 

(Added by Stals.1961, c. 23, §23303') 

23304. Boundaries do not coincide. 
When the boundaries of the territory within which an election is to be held, or 

the boundaries of the precincts established therefor, do not fully coincide with the 
boundaries of the territory within which some other election is to be held, or the 
boundaries of the precincts established for the other election, the elections may be 
consolidated as to all precincts which are the same for both elections. The elections 
may also be consolidated as to those precincts where a single precinct established 
for one election lies entirely within a single precinct established for the other 
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PART 2.5. CONSOLIDATION OF ELECTIONS 23309. 

election. Separate ballots shall be provided for those voters who reside outside the 
territory within which one of the elections is called. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23304.! 

23305. Organization of polling places. 
Within the territory affected by the order of consolidation, the election precincts, 

polling places and voting booths shall, in every case, be the same, and there shall 
be only one set of election officers in each of the precincts. When the returns of 
elections consolidated pursuant to this chapter are required to be canvassed by 
different canvassing boards, the elections shall be conducted separately in the same 
manner as if they had not been consolidated, except as provided in this chapter. 

(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §23305.! 

23306. Canvass of returns by board of supervisors. 
In case of the consolidation of any election called by the legislative body of a 

city, district or other political subdivision with an election held in the county or 
counties in which the city, district or other political subdivision is situated, the 
governing body of the city, district or other political subdivision may authorize the 
board of supervisors to canvass the returns of the election. If this authority is given: 

(a) The election shall be held in all respects as if there were only one election. 
(b) Only one form of ballot shall be used. 
(0) The returns of the election need not be canvassed by the legislative body of 

the authorizing city, district or other political subdivision. 
U such authority is given to the board of supervisors, the canvass shall be made 

in accordance with the provisions of Division 12 (commencing with Section 17000). 
(Amended by 5tats. 1977, c. 1205, §70.) 

23307. Canvass of returns by governing body of city. 
In the case of the consolidation of any election called by the governing body of 

a city, district or other political subdivision with an election held in another city, 
district or other political subdivision, the governing body of one city, district or 
political subdivision may authorize the governing body of the other city, district or 
political subdivision to canvass the returns of the election. If this authority is given: 

(a) The elections shall be held in all respects as if there were only one election. 
(b) Only one form of ballot shall be used. 
(c) The returns of the election need not be canvassed by the governing body of 

the authorizing dty, district, or other political subdivision. 
If such authority is given, the canvass may be made by any body or official 

authorized by law to canvass the returns of the election of such other city, district 
or political subdivision. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23307.) 

23308. Consolidated election canvass by one body . 
When the returns of any elections consolidated pursuant to this chapter are 

required to be canvassed by the same body, the elections shall be held in all respects 
as if there were only one election, and only one form of ballot shall be used. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §2330S.! 

23309. Absent voting. 
Elections may be consolidated and conducted pursuant to this chapter notwith

standing the fact that the provisions of this code relating to absent voters may apply 
to less than all of the elections consolidated. Whenever only one fonn of ballot is 
used at a consolidated election the ballots cast by absent voters shall be counted 
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23310. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

only in connection with elections to which absent voter privileges have been 
extended by law. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §23309.! 

23310. Absent voter ballots; time limit for receipt 
Whenever the period of time within which absent voters' ballots must be 

received by the clerk in order to be counted, as provided for any election by this 
code or any other law of this State, is different from that period of time provided 
for another election, and the elections are consolidated and only one form of ballot 
used for both elections, all absent voters' ballots issued for the consolidated election 
may be counted for both elections if received by the clerk within whichever period 
of time that is the longer. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §2331O.! 

23311. Duties of governing body. 
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, when elections are consolidated, 

the governing body ordering consolidation may, in the territory affected thereby, 
provide for: 

(a) The appointment of precinct boards. 
(b) The formation of precincts for such elections. 
(c) The expenses of the election. 
(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23311'! 

23312. Notice of consolidated election. 
Where under any law of the State the precincts, polling places or names of 

members of precinct boards are required to be described or otherwise set forth in 
the ordinance, resolution, order, notice or other document calling,. giving notice of 
or otherwise pertaining to any election, and such election is consolidated, in whole 
or in part, with another election, such ordinance, resolution, order, notice or other 
document need not describe or set forth the precincts, polling places and the names 
of precinct board members pertaining to the territory affected by the consolidation 
but may instead state that such precincts, polling places and precinct board mem
bers shall be the same as those provided for such other election within the territory 
affected by the consolidation, and in that event, such ordinance, resolution, order, 
notice or other document shall refer to some ordinance, order, resolution or notice 
calling, providing for or giving notice of such other election and which sets forth 
such precincts, polling places and the names of precinct board members. Such 
reference may be made by giving the number and title or date of adoption of such 
ordinance, resolution or order, or the date or proposed date of any publication of 
such notice and the name of the newspaper in which the notice has been or will be 
published, or by any other definite description. Notwithstanding the provision of 
any other law of the State, such reference need not be made in the case of an election 
consolidated with a statewide election. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §23312'! 

23314. Consolidation with statewide election; precinct boundaries. 
Whenever an election is to be held on the same day as a statewide election, 

including a statewide special election, or an election held pursuant to Section 2602 
or 2603, the election may be consolidated with the statewide election. If consoli
dated, the consolidated election shall be held and conducted, election officers 
appointed, voting precincts designated, candidates nominated, ballots printed, 
polls opened and closed, ballots counted and returned, returns canvassed, results 
declared, certificates of election issued, and all other proceedings incidental to and 
connected with the election shall be regulated and done, in accordance with the 
provisions of the law regulating the statewide or regularly scheduled election. 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23503. 

The precincts used at the consolidated election shall be those used for the 
statewide or regularly scheduled election, and, where necessary, the county clerk 
may adjust precinct lines to coincide with the boundaries of the particular jurisdic
tion. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 1023, §4.) 

PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICf ELECfION LAW 

23500. Name of this part. 
This part may be cited as the Unifonn District Election Law. 
(Added by 5tats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23501. Purpose of this part. 
It is the purpose of this part to provide a procedure for the election of elective 

officers of districts. Such elections shall be called and conducted and the results 
canvassed, returned and declared pursuant to this part. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1') 

23502. Applicability of this part. 
(a) This part shall apply to all districts and agencies whose principal acts so 

provide. However, the provisions of this part requiring the county clerk to conduct 
elections shall apply to all resident voting districts and agencies, and, at the 
discretion of the county clerk, may apply to landowner voting districts, notwith
standing any other provision of law. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the county clerk shall conduct an election 
on behalf of a landowner voting district if the governing body of the district, by 
resolution, requests that assistance and agrees to reimburse the county pursuant to 
Section 23524 and any county ordinances or resolutions consistent therewith. A 
district making that request shall supply information regarding qualified voters 
pursuant to Section 23527.5, and any other pertinent information requested by the 
county clerk. The election may be conducted by all-mailed ballots at the discretion 
of the county clerk. The election may not be held on the same date as a regularly 
scheduled election. The county clerk may rely upon the list of qualified voters and 
other information supplied by the district and shall not be required to determine 
the qualified voters. If the district does not supply the required information 
regarding qualified voters and other pertinent information requested by the county 
clerk, within the time specified in Section 23527.5, the county clerk shall have no 
further obligation with respect to the election, and the district shall be responsible 
for conducting all remaining election activities. 

(c) Where the provisions of this part conflict with the provisions of the principal 
act, the provisions of this part shall apply and control. 

(d) This part shall not apply to the election of elective officers of the district upon 
formation of the district, except as to the term of office of the officers. 

(Amended by 5tats.1992, c. 493, §1.! 

23502.5. Absence of provision for governing law. 
Where the provisions of this part provide that the proVisions of theprintipal act 

shall govern, and the principal act contains no provisions on the matter, the general 
election laws of this state shall govern. Where neither the provisions of this part 
nor the provisions of the principal act apply, the general election laws of this state 
shall govern. 

(Added by 5tats.1966, c.17, §1.! 

23503. Definition of Termsj this part. 
As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 
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23504. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

(a) "Districf' or "agency" means any district or agency of the type designated 
by and fonned pursuant to the provisions of any principal act which incorporates 
this part. 

(b) "Governing body" means the board of directors of a district or agency or the 
board or body which governs the activities of the district or agency. 

(c) "Principal acf' means the law providing for the creation of a particular 
district or agency or type of district or agency. 

(d) "Supervising authority" means the board of supervisors of the county in 
which is situated all or most of the land of a district. 

(e) "Secretary" means the secretary of the governing body or a person desig
nated by him to perform a duty of the secretary. 

(f) "Affected county" means a county in which any land of the district or agency 
is situated. 

(g) "County clerk" means the registrar of voters or, if there is none, the county 
clerk of an affected county. 

(h) "Elective office" means any office which may, under the principal act of the 
district or agency, be filled by way of an election. 

(i) "Elective officer" means "elective officer" as defined by the principal act of 
each district or agency or if not defined, any officer of a district or agency holding 
an office which can be filled by election. 

(j) "Voter" means voter or elector as respectively defined in the principal act of 
each district or agency. 

(k) "General district election" means an election held pursuant to the provisions 
of this part. 

(l) "Director" means a member of the governing body. 
(m) ''Landowner voting district" means a district whose principal act requires 

an elector to be an owner of land located within the district. 
(n) "Principal county" means the county in which all the land in the district or 

agency is situated, or if the district or agency is situated in more than one county, 
the county in which the greatest portion of the land in the district or agency is 
situated. 

(0) "Resident voting district" means any district other than a landowner voting 
district. 

(Amended by Slats. 1983, c. 821, §2.) 

23504. Delivery of noliee. 
Whenever this part requires the secretary of a district to deliver a notice or other 

information to the county clerk on or before a designated date the secretary may 
personally deliver such notice or other information on or before that date, or may 
deliver such notice or other information by certified mail if such notice or other 
information will be received by the county clerk in the ordinary course of the mails 
on or before that designated date. 

(Added by 5Ials.1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23506. Tenns of office; new. 
The tenns of office of elective officers in all new districts shall be detennined as 

follows: 
(a) If the district is formed in an odd-numbered year, the officers elected at the 

formation election shall hold office until noon on the first Friday in December of 
the next following odd-numbered year, provided officers elected at an election held 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November shall hold office as 
provided in subdivision (c). 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23509.1. 

(b) If the district is formed in an even-numbered year, the officers elected at the 
formation election shall hold office until noon on the first Friday in December of 
the second next following odd-numbered year. 

(c) The directors elected at the first general district election held in a district and 
at a formation election held at the same time as the general district election shall 
meet as soon as practicable after taking office and classify themselves by lot into 
two classes, as nearly equal in number as possible, and the terms of office of the 
class having the greater number shall be four years and the terms of office of the 
class having the lesser number shall be two years. All other elective officers elected 
at such election shall hold office for a term of four years or until their successor is 
elected and qualifies. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1990, c.1161, §16.J 

23507. Terms of office; increased number of divisions. 
Whenever a district shall increase the number of divisions, if there be such, the 

terms of office of the offices of director thus created shall be determined by the 
governing body, but in no event shall such term designated by the governing body 
be for more than four years. The terms of office thus created shall be determined 
in such a manner as to keep as nearly equal as practicable the number of directors 
to be elected at each subsequent general district election. Upon the expiration of 
such term so designated by the governing body, the directorship shall be filled at 
the next general district election and general district elections held thereafter. The 
term of office of each subsequent director thus elected is four years or until his 
successor qualifies and takes office. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23508. T enn of office; exceptions. 
Except as otherwise provided in this part, the term of office of each elective 

officer, elected or appointed pursuant to the provisions of this part, is four years or 
until his successor qualifies and takes office. 

(Added by 51a15. 1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23509 .. Date of election. 
Unless the principal act of a district provides that an election shall be held on 

one of the other dates specified in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 2500) of 
Division 3, a general district election shall be held in each district on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each odd-numbered year to choose 
a successor for each elective officer the term of whose office will expire on the 
following first Friday in December. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1990, c.1161, §17.) 

23509.1. San Diego County governing board may consolidate general district 
election with statewide primary or general. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a governing 
board in the County of San Diego may adopt a resolution requiring its general 
district election to be held on the same day as the statewide direct primary election 
or the day of the statewide general election. 

(b) If an election is held pursuant to subdivision (a), and the election is consoli
dated with another election, the provisions contained in Part 2.5 (commencing with 
Section 23300) shall govern the consolidation and, if the county clerk is requested 
to conduct the election, Section 22003 shall apply to that election. 

(c) If, pursuant to subdivision (a), a general district election is held on the same 
day as a statewide election, those officers whose four-year terms of office would 
have, prior to the adoption of the resolution, expired on the first Friday in December 
following the general district election in an odd-numbered year shall, instead, 
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either continue in their offices until no later than the fourth Tuesday after the day 
of the general district election or, at the option of the governing board, cease to hold 
office prior to the expiration of their four-year term and upon the qualification of 
their successors at the time prescribed by the governing board. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1161, §18.J 

23509.2. Marina County Water district may consolidate general district 
election with statewide primary or general. 

<a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of the 
Marina County Water District in the County of Monterey may adopt a resolution 
requiring its general district election to be held on the same day as the statewide 
direct primary election or the day of the statewide general election. 

(b) If an election is held pursuant to subdivision (a), and the election is consoli
dated with another election, the provisions contained in Part 2.5 (commencing with 
Section 23300) shall govern the consolidation, and, if the county clerk is requested 
to conduct the election, Section 22003 shall apply to that election. 

(c) If, pursuant to subdivision (a), a general district election is held on the same 
day as a statewide election, those officers whose four-year terms of office would 
have, prior to the adoption of the resolution, expired on the first Friday in December 
following the general district election in an odd-numbered year shalL instead, 
either continue in their offices until no later than the fourth Tuesday after the day 
of the general district election or, at the option of the governing board, cease to hold 
office prior to the expiration of their four-year term and upon the qualification of 
their successors at the time prescribed by the governing board. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1990, c. 1161, §19.) 

23509.5. Date of election; all-mailed ballot. 
The general district election, if conducted by all-mailed ballot, shall be held on 

the first Tuesday following the first Monday in September of odd·numbered years. 
However, if permitted by the county clerk or county clerks of the county or counties 
affected by the use of all-mailed ballots, the general district election may be held 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each odd-numbered 
year. All other district elections conducted by mailed ballot may be held in accord· 
ance with the dates set forth in the district enabling act or may be consolidated with 
the general district election. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1978, c. 316, §1.J 

23510. Election by division or at large. 
The principal act shall govern whether directors of a district are elected by 

divisions or by the district at large. 
(Added by 5Ials.1965, c. 2019, §l.J 

23510.5. Notice to county clerk; elective offices to be filled; payment for 
publication of candidate statement; time. 

On the 125th day prior to the day fixed for the general district election the 
secretary shall deliver a notice to the county clerk. The notice shall bear the 
secretary's signature and the district seal and shall also contain the following: 

<a) The elective offices of the district to be filled at the next general district 
election; 

(b) Whether the district or the candidate is to pay for the publication of a 
statement of qualifications pursuant to Section 10012. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1982, c. 428, §16.J 
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PART 3. UNIFORM OISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23511.3. 

23511. Time and content of notice of electioni preparation by county clerk or 
principal county. 

<a) At least 90 days, and not more than 120 days, before the day fixed for the 
general district election the elections official of the principal county shall publish a 
notice of the election once in a newspaper of general circulation published in the 
district OT, if no such newspaper is published in the district, in a newspaper having 
general circulation in the district published in any affected county in the district. 
The notice shall contain the date of the general district election, name the offices 
for which candidates may file, and state the qualifications required by the principal 
act for each office. The notice shall state the location where official declarations of 
candidacy for eligible candidates desiring to file for any of the elective offices may 
be obtained, the office in which completed declarations of candidacy are required 
to be filed, and the date and time after which no declarations of candidacy may be 
accepted for filing. The notice shall state that appointment to each elective office 
will be made as prescribed by Section 23520 in the event there are no nominees or 
an insufficient number of nominees for the office and a petition for an election is 
not filed with the elections official within the time period prescribed by Section 
23520. 

(b) In addition to the reqUirements of subdivision <a), the county clerk shall, by 
a general press release, set forth all of the following: 

(!) The elective offices of the district to be filled at the ensuing district election. 
(2) A telephone number which voters of the district may utilize in order to 

obtain information regarding filing for the elective district office. 
(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 1427, §5.) 

23511.1. Mailed ballot election. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law and regardless of the number of 

eligible voters within its boundaries a district may, by resolution of its governing 
board, conduct any election by all-mailed ballots pursuant to Chapter 5 (commenc
ing with Section 1340) of Division 2. 

An election conducted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be held 
on a date prescribed in Section 23509.5 or on any other date other than an estab
lished election date. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 400, §2.J 

23511.2. Text on mailed ballot. 
At the first general district election conducted by all-mailed ballot the following 

question shall be printed on the ballot: 

SHALL THE MAILED BALLOT BE USED TO CONDUer 
ALL FUTURE GENERAL DISTRICT ELECTIONS? 

and boxes shall be provided for the voter to indicate "Yes" or "No." If the majority 
of the voters favor the all-mailed ballot election it shall be adopted as the procedure 
for conducting future general district elections. If the question is rejected by the 
voters it may be resubmitted at any subsequent general district election in the 
manner provided for in Section 23511.3. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 90, §3.) 

23511.3. Text on mailed ballot. 
The question set forth in Section 23511.2, as to whether an all-mailed ballot 

election is required to be used in the conduct of all future general district elections, 
shall be printed on the ballot of any general district election upon <a) the adoption 
of an appropriate resolution by the governing board, or (b) upon the submission of 
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23511.4. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

an initiative petition to the governing board signed by voters not less in number 
than 10 percent of the voters in the district pursuant to the procedure set forth in 
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 5150) of Division 4. 

The provisions of this section shall apply only to those districts in which an 
election by all-mailed ballots was conducted pursuant to a resolution adopted by 
the governing board of the district in the manner provided for by Section 23511.1. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 90, §4.! 

23511.4_ Revoking adoption of an all-mailed ballot election. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever any district has adopted 

the all-mailed ballot procedure for conducting general district elections pursuant 
to Section 23511.2 and any other election is scheduled to be held in territory that is 
the same or partly the territory of the district on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November of the odd-numbered year, the district may, by resolution 
of the governing board, revoke the adoption of the all-mailed ballot procedure and 
order the general district election consolidated with such other election pursuant 
to Section 23301.5. 

(Added by Stat5.1980, c. 564, §2.) 

23512. Nomination petitions; filing time, signatures; Fonn. 
Forms for declarations of candidacy for all district offices shall be obtained from 

the office of the county clerk. The county clerk may, for convenience or necesSity, 
authorize the district secretary to issue declarations of candidacy. The forms shall 
first be available on the 113th day prior to the general district election and shall be 
filed not later than 5 p.m. on the 88th day prior to the general district election in the 
office of the county clerk during regular office hours or may be filed by certified 
mail so that the forms reach the clerk's office no later than the deadline for filing in 
that office. The county clerk shall record the date of filing upon the first page of 
each declaration of candidacy filed pursuant to this section. No candidate shall 
withdraw his or her declaration of candidacy after 5 p.m. on the 88th day prior to 
the general district election. 

On request of the district secretary, the county clerk shall provide the secretary 
with a copy of each declaration of candidacy filed pursuant to this section. 

(Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 993, §16.! 

23512.2. Form of declaration of candidacy. 
The declaration of candidacy shall be in substantially the following form: 

I, , do hereby declare myself as a candidate for election to the office of 
-;-___ . I am a registered voter. If elected, I will qualify and accept the office 
of and serve to the best of my ability. I request my name be placed on 
the official ballot of the district for the election to be held on the _ day of 
___ ~, 19 ~ and that my name appear on the ballot as follows: 

(Print name above) 
My current residence address is 

and my telephone number is :-:---:-;---,-
I desire the following occupational designation to appear on the ballot under my 
name. 

(Print desired designation, if any, above) 
This occupational designation is true and in conformance with the requirements of 
Section 10211 of the Elections Code. 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23520. 

I am aware that any person who files or submits for filing a declaration of candidacy 
knowing that it or any part of it has been made falsely is punishable by a fine or 
imprisonment, or both, as set forth in Section 29303 of the Elections Code. 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed on . 19--, 
at ____ (Place). 

(Signature of Candidate) 
(Added by 5Ials.1992, c. 527, §4 & 5.) 

23512.6. Oath of candidate. 
Each candidate shall set forth in full the oath or affirmation set forth in Section 

3 of Article XX of the California Constitution which shall be filed with the declara
tion of candidacy and which shall satisfy the provisions of Section 3 of Article XX 
of the California Constitution with respect to any district office. The county clerk 
or district secretary, or a person designated by the county clerk or district secretary, 
shall administer the oath. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1992, c. 527, §7.) 

23512.12. Examination of declaration of candidacy. 
Upon filing each declaration of candidacy the county clerk shall examine the 

declaration to determine if it confonns with the provisions of this part and shall 
certify whether it is sufficient. For this purpose the clerk shall be entitled to obtain 
from any officer of an affected county all information necessary to make this 
determination. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1987, c. 993, §22.) 

23513. Qualification of candidate. 
The qualifications of a candidate for elective office, and of an elective officer, of 

a district shall be determined by the principal act of that district. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1987, c. 993, §23.) 

23520. Appointment of candidates. 
If, by 5 p.m. on the 83rd day prior to the day fixed for the general district election 

(a) only one person has filed a declaration of candidacy for any elective office to be 
filled at that election or (b) no one has filed a declaration of candidacy for such an 
office or (c) in the case of directors to be elected from the district at large, the number 
of persons who have filed a declaration of candidacy for director at large does not 
exceed the number of offices of director at large to be filled at that election or (d) in 
the case of directors who must reside in a division but be elected at large, the 
number of candidates for director at large from a division does not exceed the 
number required to be elected director at large while residing in that division; and, 
if a petition signed by 10 percent olthe voters or 50 voters, whichever is the smaller 
number, in the district or division if elected by division, requesting that the general 
district election be held has not been presented to the officer conducting the 
election, he or she shall submit a certificate of these facts to the supervising 
authority and request that the supervising authority, at a regular or special meeting 
held prior to the Monday before the first Friday in December in which the election 
is held, appoint to such office or offices the person or persons, if any, who have 
filed declarations of candidacy. The supervising authority shall make such appoint
ments. If no person has filed a declaration of candidacy for any office, the super
vising authority shall appoint any person to the office who is qualified on the date 
when the election would have been held. The person appointed shall qualify and 
take office and serve exactly as if elected at a general district election for such office. 
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23521. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

Where a director must be appointed to represent a division, all or most of which 
is not within the county governed by the supervising authority, then the board of 
supervisors of the county within which all or most of that division is located shall 
be the body to which request for appointment is made and which shall make such 
appointment. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1161, §20.) 

23521. Delivery of notices. 
For each district the county clerk immediately shall deliver a copy of all pub· 

lished notices to the district secretary and each notice shall be posted in the district 
office. 

(Amended by 5tats.1968, c. 268, §13.) 

23521.5. Time extension if incumbent fails to file. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in any district or agency 

election, if a declaration of candidacy for an incumbent elective officer of a district 
is not filed by 5 p.m. on the 88th day before the general district election, any person 
other than the person who was the incumbent on the 88th day shall have until 5 
p.m. on the 83rd day before the election to file a declaration of candidacy for the 
elective office. 

(b) This section is not applicable where there is no incumbent to be elected. If 
this section is applicable, notwithstanding Section 23512, a candidate may with
draw his or her declaration of candidacy until 5 p.m. on the 83rd day before the 
general election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1016, §3.J 

23523. County clerk shall conduct election. 
Except as otherwise provided by this part the county clerk of each affected 

county shall conduct the general district election for the portion of the district 
located within such county. 

Where a district is located in two or more counties the county clerks of such 
counties may contract among themselves to have one of their number conduct the 
election for such district. 

(Added by Stats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23523.5. County clerk may delegate functions. 
If, within any portion of a county, only one district has scheduled a general 

district election, the county clerk may authorize the appropriate officer of the 
district to perform any of the functions required of the county clerk under this part. 

(Added by 5tats.1967, c. 28, §2.5.) 

23523.7. Oerk may perform other duties. 
At the request of a district governing body, the county clerk may perform any 

of the duties of the district secretary and the supervising authority may perform 
any of the duties of the district governing body. 

(Added by Stats. 1968, c. 268, §14.5.) 

23524. Reimbursement of costs. 
Each district involved in a general district election in an affected county shall 

reimburse such county for the actual costs incurred by the county clerk thereof in 
conducting the general district election for that district. The county clerk of the 
affected county shall determine the amount due from each such district and shall 
bill each such district accordingly. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.) 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23528. 

23525. Qualification of voters. 
Qualifications of voters of a district, the number of votes each voter may cast, 

and the method of determining that number of votes shall be governed by the 
principal act of that district. 

(Added by Stats.1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23526. Notice of boundaries. 
At least 125 days prior to the day fixed for the general district election the 

secretary of a resident voting district shall deliver to the county clerk of each 
affected county a map showing the boundaries of the district and the boundaries 
of the divisions of the district, if any, within that county and a statement indicating 
in which divisions a director is to be elected and whether any elective officer is to 
be elected at large at the next general district election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 428, §24.! 

23526.5. Elections at large. 
Notwithstanding any provision in the principal act, elections shall be at large in 

any resident voter district in which there are fewer than 100 voters. 
(Added by Stats. 1968, c. 268, §14.15.! 

23527. Notice of boundaries; landowner district. 
At least 125 days prior to the date fixed by the general district election, the 

secretary of a landowner voting district shall deliver to the county clerk of each 
affected county a map or description of the boundaries of the district or divisions 
for which elections are to be held. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 428, §25.J 

23527.5. List of voters qualified; landowner district. 
At least 35 days prior to the date fixed for the landowner district election, the 

secretary of a landowner district for which an election has not been canceled 
pursuant to Section 23520, shall deliver to the county clerk of each affected county 
a list of voters qualified under the principal act of that district to vote in that county 
at the next landowner district election. For this purpose the secretary of a land· 
owner voting district shall be entitled to obtain from any office of an affected county 
all information necessary to prepare the list. 

The list shall contain the name of each voter qualified under the principal act of 
the landowner voting district to vote at the next landowner district election, the 
residence of each such voter, the division, if any, of the district in which each such 
voter is entitled to vote, and the manner in which the votes are to be distributed. 

The secretary of the landowner district shall sign his name and affix the seal of 
the district at the bottom of the last page of the list. One copy of this list shall be 
conspicuously posted in the office of the district in a place to which the public 
generally has access. If the office is located in a private home, the list shall be posted 
in some public building. 

The governing board may, by resolution, determine that the duties of the 
secretary set forth in this section would best be performed by the county clerk, in 
which case the county clerk shall thereafter assume such duties. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1205, §75.! 

23528. Time for establishing election precincts, designating polling places, 
appointment of election officers; polling place for nonresident landowner. 

At least 29 days prior to the day fixed for the general district election, the county 
clerk shall do all of the following: 

(a) Establish a convenient number of election precincts within the affected 
county. 
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23529. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

(b) Define the precinct boundaries. 
(c) Designate a polling place for each precinct. 
(d) Appoint for each precinct one inspector, one or more judges and one or mOTe 

clerks who shall constitute a precinct board for the precinct. Each precinct board 
member shall be a voter of the precinct for which the member is appointed or a 
voter of a precinct situated in the same general area. 

(e) Notify the members of each precinct board of their appointment and the 
location of the precinct and polling place where they will serve. 

The county clerk, in establishing precincts and defining their boundaries, shall, 
to the extent practicable, provide for a single polling place where a voter entitled 
to vote in more than one district may cast all of his or her ballots. 

In a landowner voting district, the county clerk shall designate the polling place 
at which a nonresident landowner shall vote .. 

(Amended by 5tats.1984, c. 1023, §6.) 

23529. Preparation of ballots; resident district. 

At least 30 days prior to the day fixed for the next general district election the 
county clerk shall have prepared a sufficient number of ballots for the voters of 
each resident voter district participating in the election. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23529.5. Preparation of ballots; landowner district. 
At least 20 days prior to the date fixed for the next general district election, the 

county clerk shall have prepared a sufficient number of ballots for the voters of 
each landowner voting district participating in the election. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23530. Form of ballot. 
Except as otherwise provided by this part, the form of the ballot to be used by 

the voters of a landowner voting district participating in the general district election 
shall be governed by the principal act of that district. 

The county clerk shall determine and specify the form of the ballot to be used 
by the voters of resident voting districts and may, if practicable, provide a consoli
dated ballot covering two or more district elections in the same precinct. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23530.5. Candidate's name printed on ballot; death of candidate. 
Whenever a candidate has filed a declaration of candidacy, and the candidate's 

declaration of candidacy has been certified as sufficient pursuant to Section 
23512.12, the name of the candidate shall be printed upon the ballot unless the 
candidate has died and that fact has been ascertained by the officer charged with 
the duty of printing the ballots, at least 68 days before the day of the election . 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1427, §6.J 

23531. Absent voting. 
Absent voting shall be allowed and conducted as nearly as practicable in 

accordance with Division 2 (commencing with Section 1000) pertaining to general 
elections, except in those districts in which voting by proxy is allowed unless a 
particular district shalt by resolution pursuant to Section 23511.1, provide for an 
all-mail ballot election. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 142, §14.) 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23533. 

23531.5. Provisions for special absentee voting in lieu of voting by proxy; 
election procedures; voter list; sample ballot mailing. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, special absent voting shall be 
allowed in lieu of voting by proxy in any landowner district election in which voting 
by proxy is allowed, provided that, at least 110 days before the election, the 
governing board of the district adopts the provisions of this section. If a district 
adopts the provisions of this section, the voting shall be conducted as follows: 

(a) The absentee ballot shall be available to any eligible voter of the district. 
(b) The form of application for the ballot shall be distributed to each voter with 

the sample ballot and shall contain spaces for the following: (l) the printed name 
and address of the voter, (2) the address to which the ballot is to be mailed, (3) the 
voter's signature, (4) the authorization of a legal representative, as defined in 
Section 34030 of the Water Code, to receive the absent voter's ballot if the voter so 
chooses, (5) the name and dateof the election for which the request is made, (6) the 
date the application shall be received by the county clerk, which date shall be at 
least seven days before the election, and (7) the insertion of the sample ballot name 
and address label on the application. 

(c) Upon receipt of absentee ballot application and verification that it has been 
properly completed, the county clerk shall mail an absent voter's ballot to the voter 
or legal representative with an identification envelope, which shall contain the 
following: (1) a declaration under penalty of perjury stating that the voter is entitled 
to vote in the election; (2) space for the signature of the voter or legal representative 
and the date of signing; (3) a notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and 
is to be opened only by the appropriate election officials. 

(d) The voting shall be pursuant to those additional procedures, if any, which 
the county clerk shall deem necessary to the proper conduct of the election, 
provided that the overall additional procedures shall substantially comply with 
Division 2 (commencing with Section 1000) and shall be consistent with landowner 
voting requirements. 

(e) Notwithstanding Section 23527.5, the list of voters for landowner voting 
district elections in which absentee voting is allowed shall be delivered to the 
county clerk at least 40 days prior to the election. 

<0 Notwithstanding Section 23540, the sample ballot for landowner voting 
district elections in which absent voting is allowed shall be mailed at least 20 days 
before the election. 

(Added by 5tats. 1983, c. 336, §l.) 

23532. Voting by proxy. 
Nothing in this part shall prohibit a voter of a district, or his legal representative, 

from voting by proxy if such right is provided for by the principal act of that district, 
and the requirements and qualifications necessary for voting by proxy shall be 
governed, as nearly as practicable, by the principal act of that district. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.! 

23533. Clerk shall prepare voter list and roster. 
The county clerk shall prepare for each precinct one voter list and one roster for 

each ballot form to be used at the polling place of the precinct at the general district 
election. Where, as provided by Section 23530, the county clerk provides for a 
consolida ted ballot covering two or more district elections in the same precinct the 
county clerk may also provide a consolidated voter list and consolidated roster for 
the voters receiving such consolidated ballot. The county clerk shall furnish each 
precinct board with its respective lists and rosters prior to the opening of the polls. 

For a landowner voting district election, the voter list shall specify the number 
of votes each voter is entitled to cast. 
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23534. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 61, §l.J 

23534. Voters may appoint precinct board. 
If the county clerk fails to appoint a precinct board or the members appointed 

are not present when the polls open on the day of the general district election, a 
majority of the voters of the precinct present at that hour, including members of 
the precinct board, may appoint the precinct board or appoint a person in place of 
an absent member. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §l.) 

23535. Definition of inspector. 
The inspector is chairman of the precinct board. 
(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23536. Appointment of substitutes; by inspector. 
If during the election any judge or clerk ceases to act, the inspector may appoint 

a substitute. 
(Added by 5tats. 1965, c. 2019, §l.) 

23537, Appointment of substitute; by board members. 
IT the inspector ceases to act, a majority of the remaining members of the precinct 

board may appoint a substitute. 
(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §l.) 

23538. Administering oaths. 
Any member of a precinct board may administer and certify oaths required to 

be administered during an election. 
(Added by 5tats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

23539. Declaration of duties, 
Before opening the polls each member of the precinct board shall sign a decla

ration to perform faithfully his duties, before the inspector or before any other 
member of the board. 

(Added by 5tats.1965, c. 2019, §l.) 

23540. Notice of general district election. 

The county clerk shall mail a sample ballot, postage prepaid, to each voter not 
more than 40 or less than 10 days before the general district election. He or she shall 
also mail a notice or notices enclosed with the sample ballot which notice shall 
contain all of the following: 

(a) The date and hours of the next general district election; 
(b) The address of the polling place at which the voter is to vote. The clerk may 

mail separate notices for each district participating in the election or consolidate 
the information for two or more districts in one notice. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1984, c. 32, §8.) 

23540.5. Candidates' statement of qualifications. 
Candidates' statements of their qualifications submitted in accordance with 

Section 10012 shall be filed with the county clerk who shall cause the voters' 
pamphlet, if any is required, to be mailed along with the notice required by Section 
23540. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 142, §15.) 

23541. Hours polls open. 
The polls shall open at 7 a.m. and remain open until 8 p.m. In any precinct in 

which all of the eligible voters have voted prior to the time for closing the polls, the 
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PART 3. UNIFORM DISTRICT ELECTION LAW 23552. 

precinct board may thereupon close the polls, canvass the votes and make the 
returns as required by law; provided, however, that regardless of the time of closing 
the polls, no totals of votes cast or other returns shall be announced or disclosed 
prior to 8 p.m. 

(Amended by stats. 1973, c. 1196, §1.J 

23542. Manner in which voting is conducted; landowner district. 
The principal act of each landowner voting district participating in the general 

district election shall govern the manner in which the ballot is delivered by the clerk 
or judge to a voter of that district, the method by which the voter casts his vote or 
votes and the manner in which the ballot is returned by the voter to the clerk or 
judge and placed in the ballot box. 

(Added by stats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23543. Applicability of general election laws. 
Voting shall be conducted, the canvass at the polls made and the returns 

delivered to the county clerk, except as otherwise provided by this part, as nearly 
as practicable in accordance with the provisions of this code pertaining to general 
elections. 

(Added by stats.1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23544. Limitation of campaign contributions. 
A governing body of a district may by resolution limit campaign contributions 

in elections to district offices. 
(Amended by stats. 1979. c. 667, §37.J 

23547. Deliver election returns to county clerk. 
The envelope, certificate with the roster of voters, tally lists, voter list, and the 

marked copy of index of voters if it is used shall be: 
(a) Sealed in an envelope by the inspector in the presence of the judge and clerk. 
(b) Endorsed "Election returns of (naming the precinct) precinct." 
(c) Directed to the county clerk. 
(d) Immediately delivered by the inspector or by a responsible person desig

nated by him, to the county clerk. 
(Added by stats. 1965, c. 2019, §J.J 

23549. District election recounts. 
Recount of votes in any general district election shall be governed by the 

provisions of Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 17140) of Division 12 of this 
code. 

(Added by stats. 1978, c. 847, §8,J 

23550. Canvass of returns. 
The county clerk shall commence the canvass of the returns not later than the 

first Thursday after each general district election . 
(Amended by stats. 1977, c. 1205, §77.J 

23551. Canvass of returns; to be in public. 
The canvass shall be made in public and by opening the returns and determining 

the vote for each person voted for and declaring the results thereof. 
(Added by stats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.J 

23552. Rejection for lack of foon prohibited. 
No roster, tally list, or certificate returned from any general district election shall 

be set aside or rejected for want of form if it can be satisfactorily understood. 
(Added by stats. 1965, c. 2019, §l.J 
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23553. Statement of results. 
As soon as the result of the canvaSs by the county clerk is dec1aredl the county 

clerk shall prepare and mail a statement of the result to the secretary of each district 
participating in the general district election. The statement shall be signed by the 
county clerk, authenticated by the seal of the county and shall show: 

(a) The number of ballots cast for elective offices of that district and when 
directors of that district are elected by divisions, the number of such ballots cast in 
each division. 

(b) The name of each candidate for an elective office of that district voted for and 
the office. 

(c) The number of votes cast in each precinct for each such candidate. 
(d) When directors are elected by divisions, the number of votes cast in each 

division for each such candidate for the office of director from that division. 
(e) The number of votes cast in the district for all other elective offices of that 

district. 
(Added by Stats. 1965, c. 2019, §J.) 

23554. Declaration of elected candidates. 
No later than the Monday before the first Friday in December the county clerk 

shall declare the elected candidate Of candidates. If there is but one person to be 
elected to an elective office, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
cast for the candidates for that office shall be declared elected. If there are two or 
more persons to be elected to an elective office, those candidates equal in number 
to the number to be elected who receive the highest number of votes for the office 
shall be declared elected. 

U a tie vote makes it impossible to detennine which of two or more candidates 
has been elected, the county clerk shall notify the governing body of the district 
thereof and such governing body shall forthwith notify the candidates who have 
received the tie votes to appear before it either personally or by representative at a 
time and place designated by the governing body. The governing body shall at that 
time and place determine the tie by lot and the results thereof shall be declared by 
the governing body. The candidate so chosen shall qualify, take office and serve as 
though elected at the preceding general district election. 

(Amended by Stals.1990, c. JJ61, §21.) 

23554.5. Statement to Secretary of State, 
No later than December 31 immediately following a general district election, the 

county clerk shall file with the Secretary of State a statement containing all of the 
following for each election in the county held pursuant to this part: 

(a) The list of offices to be filled. 
(b) The name of each candidate, including occupational designation, if any. 
(c) The name of each successful candidate. 
(d) The number of voters eligible to vote in the district and if voting is by division, 

the number of voters eligible to vote in each division. 
(e) The number of votes for each candidate. 
(f) The list of offices for which appointments have been made in lieu of election 

pursuant to Section 23520 together Mth the names of the persons so appointed. 
(Added by Stats. 1968, c. 268, §195.) 

23555. Certificate of election. 
The county clerk shall immediately make and deliver to each person elected a 

certificate of election signed by the county clerk. 
(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 159, §1; Amended by Stals. 1984, c. 1023, §7.J 
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PART 4. SCHOOL DISTRICT AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD ELECTION 24002. 

23556. Taking of office; dale. 
Eleclive officers, elected or appoinled pursuanllo Ihe provisions of Ihis part, 

take office at noon on the first Friday in December next following the general district 
election. 

Prior to taking office, each elective officer shall take the official oath and execute 
such bond as may be required by Ihe principal act. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1161, §22.J 

23557. Limitation of landowner election; consolidation. 
Notwithstanding Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 2500) of Division 4, no 

landowner voting district election shall be consolidated with any resident voter 
election whether or not it is held pursuant to this part or not. Except as specified in 
the preceding sentence, an election conducted by a district subject to the provisions 
of Ihis parI may be consolidaled with any other election pursuanl 10 Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 23300) of ParI 2. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1983, c. 142, §16.) 

23557.5. Limitations of mailed-ballol election. 
A mailed-ballot election may not be consolidated with any other election unless 

Ihe olher election is also being conducted by all-mailed ballot and no mailed-ballol 
eleclion may be held on one of Ihe regular election days sel forlh in Chapler 1 
(commencing with Section 2500) of Division 4, except as provided in Section 
23509.5. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1978, c. 316, §2.) 

23558. Infonnalities. 
No informalities in the conduct of the general district election or any matters 

related to it shall invalidate the election if fairly conducted. 
(Added by Slats. 1965, c. 2019, §1.) 

PART 4. SCHOOL DISTRICT AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD ELECTION 

24000. Highest number of votes shall elect. 
When one member of the governing board of a school district or community 

college district is to be elected, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be elected. When two or more members are to be elected, the two or more 
candidales receiving Ihe highesl number of voles shall be elected. Each voler may 
vote for as many candidates as there are members to be elected. The ballot shall 
contain instructions stating the maximum number of candidates for whom each 
voter may vote. 

(Added by 5Ials.1987, c. 1452, §524.) 

24001. Governing board may assign seat number by lot. 
Notwilhslanding Section 24000, the governing board of any communily college 

district may, by a resolution adopted by a majority vote of the board, assign a 
number to each seat on the board to be selected by lot. Once such numbers are 
assigned, any candidate for election to the board shall be required to run for a 
particular numbered seal on Ihe board and be elected by the voters of Ihe districl 
d~ . 

(Added by Slats. 1987, c. 1452, §524.) 

24002. Declaration of candidacy fonn. 
The forms for declaration of candidacy for governing board elections shall be in 

subslantially Ihe following fonn: 
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24003. DIVISION 14. LOCAL ELECTIONS AND CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 

"1, , do hereby declare myself as a candidate for election to the 
governing board of District, of the County of : I am a 
registered voter; if elected 1 will qualify and serve to the best of my ability; and I 
request my name be placed on the official ballots of the district, for the election to 
be held on the day of 19_. 

Residence address: ______ _ 

In an election held under Section 5018 of the Education Code to elect additional 
governing board members all candidates for member of the governing board shall 
also indicate on their declaration of candidacy whether they are candidates for the 
existing office or for the new offices. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1990, c. 1427, §7.) 

24003. Notice of election; contents. 
In the case of any school district or community college district election called or 

conducted under the provisions of this code or the Education Code, except as 
provided in this section, the county clerk, or the registrar of voters if such office has 
been established, of the county in which the majority of the territory of the district 
is located, shall, within the same number of days provided in Section 23540 for the 
mailing of sample ballots, mail to each registered voter residing within the district, 
a sample ballot, a notice card designating the polling place and time of the election, 
an application for an absentee ballot in accordance with the provisions of Section 
1006, and a notice of the voter's right to an absentee ballot in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 10017. 

(Added by 5tats.1987, c. 1452, §524.) 

24004. Ballot format. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the county clerk or registrar 

of voters conducting any school election shall not be required to provide more than 
one ballot to the same voter for the purpose of voting on separate propositions at 
the same election. However, no voter shall be presented with a ballot containing a 
proposition on which he or she is not entitled to vote by virtue of not residing within 
the district or area affected by the proposition. 

(Added by 5tats.1987, c. 1452, §524.) 

24005. Filing extensioni school offices. 
Notwithstanding Section 5012 of the Education Code, if a declaration of candi

dacy for an incumbent member of a school district or community college district 
governing board or of a county board of education is not filed by 5 p.m. on the 88th 
day before the election, any person, other than the person who was the incumbent 
on the 88th day, shall have until 5 p.m. on the 83rd day before an election to file a 
declaration of candidacy for the elective office. 

This section is not applicable where there is no incumbent eligible to be elected. 
(Added by 5tats.1988, c. 915, §17.) 
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Chapter 1. Elections for Members of Congress 25003. 

DIVISION 15. PARTICULAR OFFICES 
Chapter 1. Elections for Members of Congress 

25000. Election to Congress of the United States. 
At each general election there shall be elected to the Congress of the United 

States: 
(a) One Representative for each congressional district. 
(b) One Senator, when the general election immediately precedes the com

mencement of a full term. 
(Added by 5tats. 1961, c. 23, §25000.) 

25001. Vacancy in Senate. 
If a vacancy occurs in the represent.ation of this State in the Senate of the United 

States, the Governor may appoint and commission an elector of this State, who 
possesses the qualifications for the office, to fill the vacancy until his succeSSor is 
elected and qualifies and is admitted to his seat by the United States Senate. 
However, whenever a vacancy occurs within a term fixed by law to expire on the 
third day of January following the next general election, the person so appointed 
shall hold office for the remainder of the unexpired term unless such vacancy is 
filled at a special election held prior to such general election, in which case the 
person elected at such special election shall hold office for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. An election to fill a vacancy in the term of a United States Senator 
shall be held at the general election next succeeding the occurrence of the vacancy 
or at any special election. 

(Added by 5tats.1961, c. 23, §25001.J 

25003. Federal office term limits. 
(a) FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES; BALLOT ACCESS. Notwith

standing any other provision of law, the Secretary of State, or other election official 
authorized by law, shall not accept or verify the signatures on any nomination 
paper for any person, nor shall he or she certify or place on the list of certified 
candidates, nor print or cause to be printed on any ballot, ballot pamphlet, sample 
ballot, or ballot label the name of any person, who does either of the following: 

(1) Seeks to become a candidate for a seat in. the United States House of 
Representatives, and who, by the end of the then current term of office will have 
served, or but for resignation would have served, as a member of the United States 
House of Representatives representing any portion or district of the State of 
California during six or more of the previous eleven years; 

(2) Seeks to become a candidate for a seat in the United States Senate, and 
who, by the end of the then current term of office will have served, or but for 
resignation would have served, as a member of the United States Sentate repre
senting the State of California during twelve or more of the previous seventeen 
years. 

(b) "WRITE-IN" CANDIDACIES. Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
preventing or prohibiting any qualified voter of this state from casting a ballot for 
any person by writing the name of that person on the ballot, or from having such 
a ballot counted or tabulated, nor shall any provision of this section be construed 
as preventing or prohibiting any person from standing or campaigning for any 
elective office by means of a "write-in" campaign. 

(c) CONSTRUCTION. Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing 
or prohibiting the name of any person from appearing on the ballot at any direct 
primary or general election unless that person is specifically prohibited from doing 
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so by the provisions of subdivision (a), and to that end the provisions of subdivision 
<a) shall be strictly construed. 

(Added by Proposition 164, November 3,1992 Eleclion.! 

25050. Certificate of election. 
On the 39th day after the election, or as soon within that time as the returns have 

been received from the entire state or a congressional district, as the case may be, 
the Secretary of State shall determine the votes cast for candidates for Senator and 
Representative and certify to the persons having the highest number of votes for 
the respective offices as duly elected. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1992, c.1018, §3.) 

Chapter 2. Elections for Presidential Electors 

25100. Definition of "elector" and "presidential elector.1i 

The term "elector" or "presidential elector" as used in this chapter means an 
elector of President and Vice President of the United States and not an elector as 
defined in Section 17. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c. 1205, §79.! 

25100.5. Secretary of State to notify candidate selected by his political party. 
Whenever a political party, in accordance with the provisions of sections 8510, 

9010,9633, or 9823, submits to the Secretary of State its certified list of nominees for 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, he shall notify each 
candidate for elector of his nomination by the party. He shall cause the names of 
the candidates for President and Vice President of the several political parties to be 
placed upon the ballot for the ensuing general election. 

(Added by 5Ials.1979, c.14, §64.) 

25101. Selection of electors. 
At the general election in each leap year, or at such other time as may be 

prescribed by the laws of the United States, there shall be chosen by the voters of 
the State as many electors of President and Vice President of the United States as 
the State is then entitled to. 

(Added by 5lals. 1961, c. 23, §25101.) 

25102. List of electors; Governor. 
On or before the day of meeting of the electors, the Governor shall deliver to the 

electors a list of the names of electors, and he shall perform any other duties relating 
to presidential electors which are required of him by the laws of the United States. 

(Added by 5lals. 1961, c. 23, §25102.) 

25103. Meeting of electors. 
The electors chosen shall assemble at the State Capitol at 2 0' clock in the 

afternoon on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December next 
following their election. . 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §25103.) 

25104. Death or absence. 
In case of the death or absence of any elector chosen, or if the number of electors 

is deficient for any other reason, the electors then present shall elect, from the 
citizens of the State, as many persons as will supply the deficiency. 

(Added by 5lals. 1961, c. 23, §25104.) 

25105. Vote by ballot for candidates. 
The electors, when convened, if both candidates are alive, shall vote by ballot 

for that person for President and that person for Vice President of the United States, 
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Chapter 3. Judicial Officers 25301. 

who are, respectively, the candidates of the political party which they represent, 
one of whom, at least, is not an inhabitant of this State. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25J05.J 

25106. Separate ballots. 
The electors shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in 

separate ballots the person voted for as Vice President. 
(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25J06.J 

25107. Separate iists. 
The electors shall make separate lists of all persons voted for as President and 

of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of votes fcreach, which 
lists they shall sign, certify, seal, and transmit by mail to the seat of the Government 
of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. 

(Added by Stats.1961, c. 23, §25107.) 

25108. Compensation. 
Each presidential elector shall receive ten dollars ($10) for his services, and 

mileage at the rate of five cents ($0.05) per mile for each mile of travel from his 
domicile to the State Capitol and return. 

Their accounts therefor shall be certified by the Secretary of State, and audited 
by the Controller, who shall draw his warrants for the same on the Treasurer, 
payable out of the General Fund. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §251OB.) 

Chapter 3. Judicial Officers 

Article 1. Distinguishing Number on Ballot 

25300. Separate judicial offices. 
In any election at which two or more judges or justices of any court are to be 

voted for or elected for the same term, it shall be deemed that there are as many 
separate judicial offices to be filled as there are judges or justices of the court to be 
elected. Each separate office shall be designated by a distinguishing number not 
greater than the total number of the offices. The designation shall remain the same 
for all purposes of both primary and general election and shall be used on all 
nomination papers, certificates of nomination, ballots, certificates of election, and 
all election papers referring to the office. After election and the issuance of the 
certificates of election, the designating number shall have no further significance. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25300.J 

25301. Declaration of candidacy; filing time. 
(a) Except in the case of a judicial office filled in accordance with subdivision (d) 

of Section 16 of Article VI of the Constitution, every candidate for a judicial office, 
not more than 14 nor less than five days prior to the first day on which his or her 
nomination papers may be circulated and signed or may be presented for filing, 
shall file in the office of the county elections official in which his or her nomination 
papers are required to be filed or left for examination, a written and signed 
declaration in duplicate of his or her intention to become a candidate for that office 
on a form to be supplied by the county elections officials. A candidate for a 
numerically designated judiCial office shall state in his or her declaration for which 
office he or she intends to become a candidate. A copy of each declaration of 
intention filed in accordance with this article, except those for municipal and justice 
court offices, shall be immediately forwarded by the county elections official to the 
Secretary of State. This section shall apply to all judicial offices whethernumerically 
designated or not. 
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(b) No person may be a candidate nor have his or her name printed upon any 
ballot as a candidate for judicial office unless he or she has filed the declaration of 
intention provided for in this section. If the incumbent of a judicial office fails to 
file a declaration of intention by the end of the period specified in subdivision (a), 
persons other than the incumbent may file declarations of intention no later than 
the first day for filing nomination papers. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 918, §3.) 

25302. Declaration of candidacy; filing. 
A declaration of candidacy for election or a nomination by the Governor, made 

pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI of the Constitution, shall be 
. filed with the officer charged with the duty of certifying nominations for publica
tion in the official ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1969, c. 1469, §3.) 

25303. Arrangement on ballot. 

The numerically designated offices shall be grouped and arranged on all ballots 
in numerical order. No person may be a candidate nor have his name printed upon 
any ballot as a candidate for any numerically designated office other than the one 
indicated by him in his declaration of intention to become a candidate. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25303.) 

25304. Incumbent only nominee. 

In any county or any judicial district in which only the incumbent has flIed 
nomination papers for the office of superior court judge, municipal court judge, 
justice court judge, or constable of a justice court, his or her name shall not appear 
on the ballot unless there is filed with the elections official, within 10 days after the 
final date for filing nomination papers for the office, a petition indicating that a 
write-in campaign will be conducted for the office and signed by 100 registered 
voters qualified to vote with respect to the office. 

If a petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office 
at the general election, signed by 100 registered voters qualified to vote with respect 
to the office, is filed with the elections official not less than 83 days before the general 
election, the name of the incumbent shall be placed on the general election ballot if 
it has not appeared on the direct primary election ballot. 

If, in conformity with this section, the name of the incumbent does not appear 
either on the primary ballot or general election ballot, the elections official, on the 
day of the general election, shall declare the incumbent reelected. 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 527, §8.J 

25305. Death of judicial incumbent nominee; extension provision for judges. 

(a) If an incumbent of a judicial office dies on or before the last day prescribed 
for the filing of nomination papers, or files a declaration of intention but for any 
reason fails to file his or her nomination papers by the last day prescribed for the 
filing of the papers, an additional five days shall be allowed for the filing of 
nomination papers for the office. 

(b) Any person, other than the person who was the incumbent, if otherwise 
qualified, may file nomination papers for the office during the extended period, 
notwithstanding that he or she has not filed a written and signed declaration of 
intention to become a candidate for the office as provided in Sections 25301 and 
25302. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 918, §4.J 

1993 436 

I 
I 

fI 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,j 

I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
It 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

Chapter 3. Judiciat Officers 25336. 

Article 2. Adoption of Subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI of the 
Constitution 

25330. Voters rna y adopt. 
The voters of any county may adopt the provisions of subdivision (d) of Section 

16 of Article VI of the Constitution of this state as applicable to the judge of the 
superior court of the county if a majority of the voters of the county, voting on the 
question of its adoption, vote in favor thereof. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1967, c.17, §32.! 

25331. Method of adoption. 
The provisions of subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI may be adopted: 
(a) In pursuance of an ordinance or resolution adopted by the board of supervi· 

sors of the county, declaring that the public interest requires the submission at an 
election of the proposal to adopt the provisions as applicable to the judge of the 
superior court of the county. 

(b) In pursuance of a petition of voters of the county as provided in this article. 
(Amended by 5lals. 1967, c. 17, §33.! 

25332. Form of petition. 
The petition shall state the name and address of a person to whom notice of the 

insufficiency of the petition shall be sent in the event the petition has not the 
required number of signatures of voters signed thereto. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §25332.) 

25333. Signatures; number required. 
The petition shall be signed by 10 percent of the voters of the county, computed 

upon the total number of votes cast therein for all candidates for Governor at the 
last preceding gubernatorial election, and it shall pray for the adoption of such 
provisions as applicable to the judge of the superior oourtof the county. The petition 
shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. 

(Added by Stals. 1961, c. 23, §25333.! 

25334. Verification of signatures. 
Within 20 days after the filing of the petition, the county clerk shall examine it 

and ascertain from the record of the registration of the voters of the county whether 
the petition is signed by the requisite number. If required by the clerk, the board of 
supervisors shall authorize hi m to employ persons to assist him in the work of 
examining the petition, and the board shall provide for their compensation. 

(Added by 5Ials.1961, c. 23, §25334') 

25335. Certificate of examination. 
Upon the completion of his examination, the county clerk shall forthwith attach 

to the petition his certificate, duly dated, showing the results of his examination. If 
the certificate shows that the petition is signed by the requisite number of voters, 
he shall immediately present the petition to the board of supervisors if it is in 
session, otherwise at its next meeting. 

(Added by 5lals. 1961. c. 23, §2533S') 

25336. Insufficient number of signatures. 
If it appears by the certificate that the petition has not the required number of 

signatures, the county clerk shall so notify the person designated as the person to 
whom notification of the insufficiency of the petition is to be sent. The petitioners 
shall have 30 days from and after the date of receiving the notice of insufficiency 
to present and file a supplement bearing additional signatures. Upon the receipt of 
the supplement the county clerk shall proceed forthwith to examine it. He shall 
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complete his examination within 10 days from the date of its receipt by him. If it 
appears that the additional signatures and those which have not been legally 
rejected upon the original petition total the requisite number, the county clerk shall 
forthwith attach to the petition his certificate, duly dated, showing that the petition 
has been signed by the requisite number of voters, and shall immediately present 
it to the board of supervisors if it is in session, otherwise at its next meeting. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25336.J 

25337. Submit proposal to voters. 
Upon the adoption of the ordinance or resolution or the presentation of a 

petition, the board of supervisors shall submit the proposal to the voters at the next 
succeeding general election, presidential primary, or count}'\Vide special election, 
occurring subsequent to 90 days after the adoption of the ordinance or resolution 
or the presentation of the petition. 

(Added by Stats. 1961, c. 23, §25337.! 

25338. Certificate of adoption. 
If the proposal is approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon, the board of 

supervisors shall file a certificate, signed by the chairman of the board and duly 
dated, with the Secretary of State, reciting that the proposal to adopt the provisions 
of subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI of the Constitution as applicable to the 
judge of the superior court of the county was approved by a majority of the votes 
cast thereon at the election. Upon the filing of the certificate the provisions of 
subdivision (d) of Section 16 shall thereupon be applicable to the judge of the 
superior CQurtof that county, and effective as to all vacancies in the office occurring 
after the date of filing of the certificate. 

(Amended by Stats. 1967, c. 17, §34.J 

Chapter 4. State Legislative and State Officers 

25500. Declaration of candidacy; filing time; form. 
(a) Each candidate for a party nomination for the office of State Senator or 

Member of the Assembly I or for any state constitutional office, or for Insurance 
Cotrimissioner, at the direct primary election shall file a written and signed decla
ration of his or her intention to become a candidate for his or her party's nomination 
for that office. The declaration of intention shall be filed with either the Secretary 
of State or the elections official of the county in which the candidate is a resident. 
The declaration of intention shall be filed, on a form to be supplied by the county 
elections official, not more than 14 nor less than five days prior to the first day on 
which nomination papers may be presented for filing. However, if the incumbent 
fails to file a declaration of intention by the end of that period, persons other than 
the incumbent may file declarations of intention no later than the first day for filing 
nomination papers. The declaration of intention provided for in this section shall 
be in substantially the following form: 

I hereby declare my intention to become a candidate for the _-co-co-__ (Name 
of political party) Party's nomination for the office of (Name of office 
and district, if any) at the direct primary election. 

(Signature of candidate) 

(Address of candidate) 
(b) No person may be a candidate nor have his or her name printed upon any 

ballot as a candidate for a party nomination for the office of StateSenatoror Member 
of the Assembly, or for any state constitutional office, or for Insurance Commis
sioner at the direct primary election unless he or she has filed the declaration of 
intention provided for in this section. However, if the incumbent of the office who 
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Chapter 4. State Legislative and State Officers 25500. 

is affiliated with any qualified political party files a declaration ofintention, but for 
any reason fails to qualify for nomination for the office by the last day prescribed 
for the filing of nomination papers, an additional five days shall be allowed for the 
filing of nomination papers for the office, and any person, other than the incumbent· 
if otherwise qualified, may file nomination papers for the office during the ex
tended period, notwithstanding that he or she has not filed a written and signed 
declaration of intention to become a candidate for the office as provided in subdi
vision (a), 

(Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 970, §20.) 
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Chapter 1. General Procedures: General 
Provisions and Initial Steps in the Recall 

DIVISION 16. RECALL 
Chapter 1. General Procedures: General 
Provisions and Initial Steps in the Recall 

Article 1. General Provisions 

27000. Application of chapter. 

27006. 

This division governs the recall of elective officers of the State of California and 
of all counties, cities, school districts, county boards of education, community 
college districts, special districts, and judges of courts of appeal and trial courts. It 
does not supersede the provisions of a city charter or county charter, or of ordi
nances adopted pursuant to a city charter or county charter, relating to recall. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1137, §2.! 

27001. State and county officers. 
For the purposes of this division, judges of courts of appeal shall be considered 

state officers, and judges of trial courts shall be considered county officers. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

27002. "Clerk" definition. 
For the purposes of this division, "clerk" means the county clerk in the case of 

the recall of elective officers of a county, school district, county board of education,· 
community college district, Or resident voting district, and of judges of trial courts; 
the city clerk in the case of the recall of elective officers of a city; and the secretary 
of the governing board in the case of the recall of elective officers of a landowner 
voting district or any district in which, at a regular election, candidate's nomination 
papers are filed with the secretary of the governing board. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. JJ37, §3') 

27003. "Governing board" definition. 
For the purposes of this division, "governing board" means a city council, the 

board of supervisors of a county, the board of trustees of a school district or 
community college district, or the legislative body of a special district, as the context 
requires. In the case of the recall of a trial court judge, "governing board" means 
the board of supervisors. 

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 1287, §26.! 

27004. "Electoral jurisdiction" definition. 
For the purpose of this division, "electoral jurisdiction" means the area within 

which the voters reside who are qualified to vote for the officer sought to be 
recalled. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27005. "Local officer" definition. 
For the purposes of this division, a "local officer" is an elective officer of a city, 

county, school district, community college district, or special district, or a judge of 
a trial court. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27006. Proponents must be registered voters of jurisdiction. 
The proponents of a recall must be registered voters of the electoral jurisdiction 

of the officer they seek to recall. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.) 
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27007. DIVISION 16. RECALL 

27007. Start of recall proceedings. 
Proceedings may be commenced for the recall of any elective officer, including 

any officer appointed in lieu of election or to fill a vacancy, by the service, filing 
and publication or posting of a notice of intention to circulate a recall petition 
pursuant to this chapter. 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1137, §4.! 

27008. Limitations of recall. 
Except when a person has been appointed to office pursuant to Section 22843.5 

Of 22844 because no person had been nominated to office, proceedings may not be 
commenced against an officer of a city, county, special district, school district, 
community college district, or county board of education if: 

(a) He has not held office during his current term for more than 90 days. 
(b) A recall election has been determined in his favor within the last six months. 
(c) His term of office ends within six months or less. 
(Amended by Stats.1982, c.1163, §3.! 

Article 2. The Notice of Intention, Statement and Answer 

27020. Contents of notice of intention. 
The notice of intention shall contain all of the following: 
(a) The name and title of the officer sought to be recalled. 
(b) A statement, not exceeding 200 words in length, of the reasons for the 

proposed recall. 
(c) The printed name, signature, and business or residence address of at least 

one but not more than five proponents of the recall. 
(d) The provisions of Section 27023. 
(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 329, §8,J 

27021. Method of serving notice of intention. 
The notice of intention shall be served by personal delivery, or by certified mail, 

on the officer sought to be recalled. Within seven days of serving the notice of 
intention, a copy thereof shall be filed, along with an affidavit of the time and 
manner of service, with the clerk or, in the case of the recall of a state officer, the 
Secretary of State. A separate notice of intention shall be flIed for each officer sought 
to be recalled. 

(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 13, §1; Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 822, §1.J 

27022. Publication of notice of intention; proponents' expense. 
The notice, except the provisions required by subdivision (d) of Section 27020, 

shall be published at the proponents' expense pursuant to Section 6061 of the 
Government Code. If such publication is not possible the notice, except the provi
sions required by subdivision (d) of Section 27020, shall be posted in at least three 
public places within the jurisdiction of the officer to be recalled. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 667, §40,J 

27023. Recalled officer may file an answer. 
(a) Within seven days after the filing of the notice of intention, the officer sought 

to be recalled may file with the clerk, or in the case of a state officer, the Secretary 
of State, an answer, in not more than 200 words, to the statement of the proponents. 

(b) If an answer is filed, the officer shall, within seven days after the filing of the 
notice of intention, also serve a copy of it, by personal delivery or by certified mait 
on one of the proponents named in the notice of intention. 
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Chapter 1. General Procedures: General 
Provisions and Initial Steps in the Recall 27031.5. 

(c) The answer shall be signed and shall be accompanied by the printed name 
and business or residence address of the officer sought to be recalled. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1992, c. 970, §21.! 

27024. Statement and answer for voter information. 
The statement and answer are intended solely for the information of the voters. 

No insufficiency in form or substance thereof shall affect the validity of the election 
proceedings. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

Article 3. Recall Petition 

27030. Number of sections and signatures. 
The petition may consist of any number of separate sections, which shall be 

duplicates except as to signatures and matters required to be affixed by signers and 
circulators. The number of signatures attached to each section shall be at the 
pleasure of the person soliciting the signatures. 

Each section may consist of any number of separate pages. A page shall consist 
of each side of a sheet of paper on which any signatures appear. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1977, c.1137, §12.J 

27031. Contents of recall petition. 

Before any signature may be affixed to a recall petition, each page of each section 
must bear all of the following in no less than 6-point type: 

(a) A request that an election be called to elect a successor to the officer. However, 
if the officer is a justice of the Supreme Court or of a court of appeal as specified in 
subdivision (a) of Section 16 of Article VI of the California Constitution the request 
shall be that the Governor appoint a successor to the officer. In the case of a city 
recall, a request that an election be called to determine whether the officer shall be 
removed from office and whether the vacancy, if any, shall be filled by appointment 
or special election. 

(b) A copy of the notice of intention, including the statement of grounds for 
recall. The provisions of Section 27023 do not need to be included as part of the 
language of the notice of intention. 

(c) The answer of the officer sought to be recalled, if any. If the officer sought to 
be recalled has not answered, the petition shall so state. 

All petition sections shall be printed in uniform size and darkness with uniform 
spacing. 

(Amended by Slats. 1990, c. 27, §5.J 

27031.5. Filing copies of proposed petition. 
Within 10 days after filing of the answer to the notice of intention, or, if no answer 

is filed, within 10 days after the expiration of the seven-day period specified in 
Section 27023, the proponents shall file two blank copies of the petition with the 
clerk in his or her office during normal office hours as posted or, in the case of a 
recall of a state officer, with the Secretary of State in his or her office during normal 
office hours as posted, who shall ascertain if the proposed form and wording of the 
petition meets the requirements of this chapter. At the time of filing the two blank 
copies of the petition, the proponents shall also file procfof publication of the notice 
of intention, if the notice of intention was published, or an affidavit of posting of 
the notice of intention, if the notice of intention was posted. The clerk or, in the case 
of a recall of a state officer, the Secretary of State, shall, within 10 days of receiving 
the blank copies of the petition, notify the proponents in writing of his or her 
finding. If the clerk finds that the requirements of this chapter are not met, the clerk 
shall include in his or her findings a statement as to what alterations in the petition 
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27032. DIVISION 16. RECALL 

are necessary. The proponents shall, within 10 days after receiving the notification, 
file two blank copies of the corrected petition with the clerk in his or her office 
during normal office hours as posted. The la-day correction notification period and 
the lO-day filing period for corrected petitions shall be repeated until the clerk or 
the Secretary of State finds no alterations are required. 

No signature may be affixed to a recall petition until the clerk or, in the case of 
the recall of a state officer, the Secretary of State, has notified the proponents that 
the form and wording of the proposed petition meet the requirements of this 
chapter. 

(Amended by Stals. 1987, c. 993, §29.) 

27032. Fonn of recall petition. 
(a) The petition sections shall be designed so that each signer shall personally 

affix his or her: 
(1) Signature. 
(2) Printed name. 
(3) Residence address, giving street and number I or if no street or number 

exists, adequate designation of residence so that the location may be readily 
ascertained. 

(4) Name of incorporated city or unincorporated community. 
(b) A margin, at least one inch wide, shall be left blank across the top of each 

page of the petition. A margin, at least one-half inch wide, shall be left blank along 
the bottom of each page of the petition. 

(c) A space, at least one inch wide, shall be left blank after each name for the use 
of the clerk in verifying the petition. 

(Amended by Siais. 1991, c. 393, §19.) 

27033. Separate petitions necessary. 
Separate petitions are necessary to propose the recall of each officer. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1437, §4.) 

27035. Only registered voters of jurisdiction qualified. 
Only registered voters of the electoral jurisdiction of the officer sought to be 

recalled are qualified to circulate or sign a recall petition for that officer. 
(Added by SlaI5.1976, c.1437, §4.) 

27036. Declaration of circulator; form. 
Each section of the petition shall have attached to it a declaration signed by the 

circulator of that section of the petition, setting forth all of the following: 
(a) The printed name of the circulator. 
(b) The residence address of the circulator, giving street and number, or if no 

street or number exists, adequate designation of residence so that the location may 
be readily ascertained. 

(c) That the circulator circulated that section and witnessed the appended 
signatures being written. 

(d) That according to the best information and belief of the circulator, each 
signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

(e) That the circulator is a registered voter of the electoral jurisdiction of the 
officer sought to be recalled. 

(f) The dates between which all the signatures to the petition section were 
obtained. 

(g) The circulator shall certify to the content of the declaration as to its truth and 
correctness, under penalty of perjury under of the laws of the State of California, 
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Chapter 2. Recall 01 State OHicers: Intermediate Steps in the Recall 27101. 

with the signature of his or her name at length, including given name, middle name 
or initial, or initial and middle name. The circulator shall state the date and the 
place of execution on the declaration immediately preceding the circulator's signa
ture. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1991, c. 393, §20') 

27037. Petition circulated in more than one county. 
When a petition is circulated in more than one county for the recall of an officer, 

each section of the petition shall bear the name of the county in which it is circulated, 
and only registered voters of that county may sign that section. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

Chapter 2. Recall of State Officers: Intermediate Steps in the Recall 

27100. Application of chapter. 
This chapter applies only to the recall of state officers. In addition to the 

provisions contained in this chapter, the provisions of Sections 13 to 18, inclusive, 
of Article 11 of the Constitution and the applicable provisions of Chapters 1 
(commencing with Section 27000) and 4 (commencing with Section 27300) shall 
govern the recall of state officers. 

(Amended by Slats. 1983, c. 142, §18.! 

27101. Examination and certification of petition. 
(a) Unless and until it is otherwise proven upon official investigation, it shall be 

presumed that the petition presented contains the signatures of the requisite 
number of registered voters. 

(b) Each section of a recall petition shall be filed with the elections official of the 
county in which it was circulated. 

(c) Each section of the petition shall be filed by the proponents or by any person 
or persons authorized, in writing, by a proponent. Every person authorized in 
writing by a proponent to file a section or sections of the petition shall submit a 
copy of the written authorization to the elections official each time he or she files a 
section or sections of a petition. 

(d) Thirty days after a recall has been initiated, and every 30 days thereafter, the 
elections official shall determine from the records of registration what number of 
registered voters have signed recall petitions. 

(e) Upon each submission, if less than 500 signatures are submitted to the 
elections official. he or she shall count the number of signatures and submit those 
results to the Secretary of State. If 500 or more Signatures are submitted, the 
elections official may verify, using a random sampling technique, either 3 percent 
of the signatures submitted, or 500, whichever is less. The random sample of 
signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such a manner that every signature filed 
with the elections official shall be given an equal opportunity to be included in the 
sample. Upon completion of the signature verification, the elections official shall 
report the results to the Secretary of State . 

(0 Immediately after the deadline for submission of all signatures, the elections 
official shall verify the signatures in the same manner set forth in subdivisions (b), 
(c), (d), (e), (0, and (g) of Section 3520, and Section 3521. This verification process 
shall apply to all signatures submitted to each county elections official. 

(g) The elections official, upon the completion of each examination, shall forth
with attach to the petition a certificate, properly dated, showing the result of the 
examination, and submit a copy of the petition, except as to the signatures ap
pended thereto, to the Secretary of State and file a copy of the certificate in his or 
her office. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1992, c. 406, §1.! 
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27102. DIVISION 16. RECALL 

27102. Secretary of State to transmit certificate. 
When the Secretary of State has received from one or more county clerks a 

petition certified as herein provided to have been signed by the stated number of 
registered voters, he shalt within 10 days, transmit to the clerk of every county in 
the state a certificate showing such fact, and showing the total number of signatures 
collected by the proponents. Such clerk shall file the certificate for record in his 
office. 

(AIJded by 5Ials.1976, c.1437, §4.! 

27103. Secretary of State to transmit certificate to Governor. 
When the Secretary of State determines that the proponents have collected 

sufficient signatures he shall certify that fact to the Governor. 
(AIJded by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27104. Publication of notice for holding of election. 
Upon receiving certification of the sufficiency of the recall petitions from the 

Secretary of State, the Governor shall make or cause to be made, publication of 
notice for the holding of such election. Officers charged by law with duties con
cerning elections shall make all arrangements for such election. The election shall 
be conducted, returned, and the result declared, in all respects as are other state 
elections. 

(AIJded by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

Chapter 3. Recall of Local Officers: Intermediate Steps in the Recall 

Article 1. General Provisions 

27200. Application of chapter. 
This chapter shall appl y to the recall of local officers. 
(AIJded by 5Ials.1976, c.1437, §4.) 

27201. When city or county clerk is sought. 
When the city or county clerk is the officer sought to be recalled, the duties 

imposed upon him shall be perfonned by some other person designated by the 
governing board. 

(AIJded by 5tals.1976, c.1437, §4.) 

Article 2. Recall Petitions 

27210. Schedule for filing recall petition. 
A recall petition shaH be submitted to the clerk for filing in his or her office 

during normal office hours as posted within the following number of days after the 
clerk or, in the case of a recall of a state officer, the Secretary of State, notifies the 
proponents that the form and wording of the petition meets the requirements of 
Article 3 (commencing with Section 27030) of Chapter 1 of this division: 

(a) Forty days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 1,000 registered voters. 
(b) Sixty days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 5,000 registered voters 

but at least 1,000. 
(c) Ninety days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than tO,OOO registered voters 

but at least 5,000. 
(d) One hundred twenty days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 50,000 

registered voters but at least 10,000. 
(e) One hundred sixty days if the electoral jurisdiction has 50,000 registered 

voters or more. 
The number of registered voters shall be that which was reported at the last 

report of registration by the county clerk to the Secretary of State pursuant to 
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Chapter 3. Recall of Local Officers: Intermediate Steps in the Recall 27212. 

Section 607 and prior to a finding of the clerk or Secretary of State that no alterations 
are required in the form of the recall petition pursuant to Section 27031.5. 

(Amended by Slats. 1988, c. 915, §18.! 

27211. Number of qualified signatures required. 

The number of qualified signatures required in order to qualify a recall for the 
ballo t shall be as follows: 

(a) In the case of an officer of a city, county, school district, community college 
district, county board of education, or resident voting district, the number of 
signatures shall be equal in number to not less than the following percent of the 
registered voters in the electoral jurisdiction: 

(1) Thirty percent if the registration is less than 1,000. 

(2) Twenty·five percent if the registration is less than 10,000 but at least 1,000. 
(3) Twenty percent if the registration is less than 50,000 but at least 10,000. 

(4) Fifteen percent if the registration is less than 100,000 but at least 50,000. 

(5) Ten percent if the registration is 100,000 or above. 

The number of registered voters shall be calculated as of the time of the last 
report of registration by the county clerk to the Secretary of State pursuant to 
Section 607, and prior to the finding by the clerk or Secretary of State that no 
alterations are required in the form of the recall petition pursuant to Section 27031.5. 

(h) In the case of a state officer, including judges of courts of appeal and trial 
courts, the number of signatures shall be as provided for in subdivision (b) of 
Section 14 of Article n of the California Constitution. In the case of a judge of a 
superior, municipal, or justice court, which office has never appeared on the ballot 
since its creation, or did not appear on the ballot at its last election pursuant to 
Section 25304, the number of signatures shall be as provided in subdivision (b) of 
Section 14 of Article IT of the California Constitution except that the percent shall 
be based on the number of votes cast within the judicial jurisdiction for the 
countywide office which had the least number of votes in the most recent general 
election in the county in which the judge holds his or her office. 

For purposes of this subdivision, "countywide office" means an elective office 
wholly within the county which is voted on throughout the county. 

(c) In the case of a landowner voting district, signatures of voters owning at least 
10 percent of the assessed value of land within the electoral jurisdiction of the officer 
sought to be recalled. 

(Amended by Slats. 1990, c.1314, §24.! 

27212. Filing and examination of petition. 

The petition shall be filed by the proponents, or by any person or persons 
authorized, in writing, by a proponent. All sections of the petition shall be filed at 
the same time . 

When the petition" is presented for filing, the clerk shall determine the total 
number of Signatures affixed to the petition. If from this examination, the clerk 
determines that the number of signatures, prima facie, equals or is in excess of the 
minimum number of signatures required, the clerk shall accept the petition for 
filing. The petition shall be deemed as filed on that date. Any sections of the petition, 
not so filed, shall be void for all purposes. If, from the clerk's examination, the clerk 
determines that the number of signatures, prima facie, does not equal or exceed the 
minimum number of signatures required, the petition shall not be filed. Any 
petition not accepted for filing shall be returned to the proponents. 

(Amended by Stals. 1982, c. 109, §6.1.! 
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27213. If more than one county. 
If the petition was circulated in more than one county, the clerk of each county 

shall affix, with the certificate showing the results of his examination, the number 
of registered voters of his county residing within the electoral jurisdiction of the 
officer sought to be recalled. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

27214. Examination of petition: use of duplicate affidavit file; certificate of 
examination. 

Except as provided in Section 27215, within 30 days from the date of filing of the 
petition, the clerk shall examine the petition, and from the records of registration 
ascertain whether or not the petition is signed by the requisite number of voters. If 
the clerk's examination shows that the number of valid signatures is greater than 
the required number, the clerk shall certify the petition to be sufficient. If the 
number of valid signatures is less than the required number, the clerk shall certify 
the petition to be insufficient. 

In determining the number of valid signatures, the clerk may use the duplicate 
file of affidavits maintained, or may check the signatures against facsimiles of 
voter's signatures provided that the method of preparing and displaying the 
facsimiles complies wi~h law. 

The clerk shall attach to the petition, a certificate showing the result of this 
examination, and shall notify the proponents of either the sufficiency or insuffi
ciency of the petition. 

If the petition is found sufficient, the clerk shall certify the results of the 
examination to the governing board at its next regular meeting. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1982, c. 109, §7.) 

27215. Random sampling technique. 
(a) Within 30 days from the date of filing of the petition, if, from the examination 

of petitions pursuant to Section 27212, more than 500 signatures have been signed 
on the petition, the clerk may use a random sampling technique for verification of 
signatures. The random sample of signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such 
a manner that every signature filed with the clerk shall be given an equal opportu
nity to be included in the sample. Such a random sampling shall include an 
examination of at least 500 or 5 percent of the signatures, whichever is greater. 

(b) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is greater 
than 110 percent of the required number, the clerk shall certify the petition to be 
sufficient. 

(c) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is within 
90 to 110 percent of the number of signatures of qualified voters needed to declare 
the petition sufficient, the clerk shall examine and verify each signature filed. If the 
clerk's examination of each signature shows that the number of valid signatures is 
greater than the required number, the clerk shall certify the petition to be sufficient. 
If the number of valid signatures is less than the required number, the clerk shall 
certify the petition to be insufficient. 

(d) If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures is less 
than 90 percent of the required number, the clerk shall certify the petition to be 
insufficient. 

(e) In determining from the records of registration what number of valid 
signatures are signed on the petition, the clerk may use the duplicate file of 
affidavits maintained, or may check the signatures against facsimiles of voters' 
signatures, provided that the method of preparing and displaying the facsimiles 
complies with law. 
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Chapter 3. Recall of Local Officers: Intermediate Steps in the Recall 27231. 

(0 The clerk shall attach to the petition, a certificate showing the result of this 
examination, and shall notify the proponents of either the sufficiency or insuffi
ciency of the petition. 

(g) If the petition is found insufficient, no action shall be taken on the petition. 
However, the failure to secure sufficient signatures shall not preclude the filing 
later of an entirely new petition to the same effect. 

(h) If the petition is found to be sufficient, the clerk shall certify the results of the 
examination to the governing body at its next regular meeting. 

(Amended /Jy Stats. 1982, c. J09, §8.! 

27216. Insufficient petition shall remain on file. 
lf the certificate shows that the petition is insufficient, no action shall be taken 

on it; but the petition shall remain on file. 
(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 818, §9.J 

27217. Certificate as to sufficiency; contents. 
If the clerk finds the signatures on the petition to be sufficient, he or she shall 

submit his or her certificate as to the sufficiency of the petition to the governing 
body at its next regular meeting. The certificate shall contain: 

(a) The name of the officer whose recall is sought. 
(b) The title of his or her office. 
(c) The number of signatures required by law. 
(d) The total number of signatures on the petition. 
(e) The number of valid signatures on the petition. 
(0 The number of signatures which were disqualified. 
IAmended by Stats. 1983, c. 668, §3.! 

Article 3. The Recall Election 

27230. Governing body shall issue order. 
Within 14 days after the meeting at which the governing body received the 

certificate of sufficiency as specified in Section 27217, the governing body shall issue 
an order stating that an election shall be held pursuant to this article to determine 
whether or not the officer named in the petition shall be recalled. 

(Amended /Jy Stats. 1982, c. 109, §9.J 

27230.5. County clerk shall issue order. 
If the governing board fails to issue the order within the time specified in Section 

27230, the county clerk, within five days, shall set the date for holding the election. 
If the recall is to be voted on by voters in more than one county, the county clerk 
of the county with the largest number of registered voters who will be voting in the 
election shall set the date for holding the election in consultation with the county 
clerks of the other counties . 

(Added by Stats.1977, c.1137, §17.J 

27231. When election shall be held. 
The election shall be held not less than 88 nor more than 125 days after the 

issuance of the order, and if a regular or special election is to be held throughout 
the electoral jurisdiction of the officer sought to be recalled within such time period, 
the recall election shall be held on the same day, and consolidated with, the regular 
or special election. 

(Amended /Jy Stats.1982, c. J09, §lO.J 

449 1993 



27301. DIVISION 16. RECALL 

Chapter 4. General Procedures: Final Steps in the Recall 

Article 1. General Provisions 

27301. No insufficiency shall bar new petition. 
No insufficiency in a petition against any officer shall bar the later filing of a new 

petition against that officer. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1437, §4.! 

27302. Proponents allowed to examine petition signatures. 
If a petition is found by the clerk or, in the case of the recall of a state officer, the 

Secretary of State, to lack sufficient signatures, notwithstanding Section 6253.5 of 
the Government Code, the proponents whose names are listed on the notice of 
intention shall be allowed to examine the petition in order to determine which 
signatures were disqualified and the reasons therefor. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1984, c.13, §9; Amended by 5tals.1984, c.16O, §1.) 

27303. Vacancy after petition is filed. 
If a vacancy occurs in an office after a recall petition is filed against the vacating 

officer, the recall election shall nevertheless proceed. Such vacancy shall be filled 
as provided by law, but any person appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold office 
only until a successor is selected in accordance with Article 4 (commencing with 
Section 27330) or Article 5 (commencing with Section 27340) of this chapter, and 
the successor qualifies for that office. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27304. Voter may withdraw name from petition. 
Any voter who has signed a recall petition shall have his signature withdrawn 

from the petition upon filing a written request therefor with the clerk prior to the 
day the petition is filed. In the case of the recall of a state officer, such request shall 
be forwarded to the Secretary of State immediately. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c.1137, §18.J 

Article 2. Ballots 

27310. Fonnat of recall election ballot. 
The following shall appear on the ballots at every recall election, except in the 

case of a landowner voting district, with respect to each officer sought to berecalled: 
(a) The question "Shall [name of officer sought to be recalled] be recalled 

(removed) from the office of [tiUe of office]?" 
(b) To the right of the foregoing question, the words "Yes" and "No" on separate 

lines with an enclosed voting space to the right of each. 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27311. Fonnat of city recall election ballot. 
In addition to the material contained in Section 27310, the following shall appear 

on the ballots at a city recall election only: 
(a) The question "If the recall prevails shall the (name of legislative body) fill 

the vacancy or vacancies by appointment or call a special election for that purpose?" 
(b) Following the question shall be the words "By appointmenf' and "By special 

election" on separate lines with an enclosed voting space to the right of each. 
(Added by 5tals.1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27312. Recall election ballol 
In addition to the material contained in Section 27310, the following shall appear 

on ballots at all recall elections, except at a city or a landowner voting district recall 
election: 
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Chapter 4. General Procedures: Final Steps in the Recall 27317. 

(a) The names of the candidates nominated to succeed the officer sought to be 
recalled shall appear under each recall question. 

(b) Following each list of candidates, the ballot shall provide one blank line with 
a voting space to the right of it for the voter to write in a name not printed on the 
ballot. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

27313. Voter shalllndicate by votlng. 
A voter shall indicate, by using the stamp or other marking device to place a 

mark in the voting space opposite either "Yes" or "No", his vote for or against the 
recall proposal, respectively. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27315. Recall election sample ballot. 
The official responsible for preparing the ballot shall, at least 10 days prior to 

the recall election, mail a sample ballot to each registered voter of the electoral 
jurisdiction of the officer sought to be recalled. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.) 

27316. Recall election statement and answer sent with sample ballot. 
With the sample ballot there shall be mailed for each officer whose recall is 

sought, a printed copy of the following: . 
(a) The statement of reasons for recall which appeared on the notice of intent to 

recall that was filed by the proponents of the recall with the clerk, or in the case of 
a state officer, with the Secretary of State. 

(b) The answer to the statement of reasons for recall, which was filed by the 
officer whose recall is sought, with the clerk, or in the case of a state officer, with 
the Secretary of State, if any answer was filed. 

The printed copies of the statement and the answer to that statement shall be 
mailed with the sample ballot either in a document separate from the sample ballot 
or in the same document in which the sample ballot appears; provided, however, 
that both the statement and answer shall be printed on the same page or on facing 
pages of the document and shall be of equal prominence. 

If the recall of more than one officer is sought, the statement and answer for each 
officer shall be printed together and shall be dearly distinguished from those of 
any other officer. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27316.1. Notice sent with sample ballot if majority of legislative body 
recalled. 

If a municipal recall election involves the possible recall of a majority of the 
legislative body, there shall be included with the mailing of the sample ballot a 
notice informing each voter that if a majority of the legislative body is in fact 
recalled, a special election shall be held regardless of the results of the vote on the 
question set forth in Section 27311. 

(Added by 5Ials.1984, c. 882, §J.) 

27317. Recall election candidate statement. 

Except in the case of a city recall election, an officer whose recall is being sought 
may file a candidate's statement with the clerk in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 10012, to be sent to each voter, together with the sample ballot. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1982, c.109, §1J.) 
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Article 3. Elections in General 

27320. Method of conducting recall election. 

DIVISION 16. RECALL 

A recall election shall be conducted, canvassed, and the results declared in 
substantially the manner provided by law for a regular election for such office. 

(AJJded by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27321. One election sufficient. 
One election is sufficient for the recall of several officers. 
(AJJded by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

Article 4. City Recall Elections 

27330. Application of article. 
This article shall apply only to the recall of city officers. 
(AJJded by 5lals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27331. Continuation in office. 
If one-half or more of the votes at a recall election are "No" I the officer sought 

to be recalled shall continue in office. 
(AJJded by 5Ials.1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27332. Majority required to recall. 

If a majority of the votes on a recall proposal are "Yes" the office shall be deemed 
vacant. 

(AJJded by 5lals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27333. Special election to fill recall vacancy; appointment for unexpired term; 
recalled officer may not be a candidate. 

If the recall prevails and a majority of those voting on the question of filling the 
vacancy favor a special election for that purpose, the legislative body shall at its 
next regular meeting call an election to be held to fill the vacancy not less than 88 
nor more than 103 days after the date of the order. If a regular municipal election 
is to occur not more than 118 nor less than 88 days from the date of canvassing the 
vote the legislative body may provide for filling the vacancy at that regular 
municipal election instead of at a special election. H a special election is not favored 
by a majority of the voters, the legislative body shall at once fill the vacancy by 
appointment. In either case the person elected or appointed shall hold office for the 
unexpired term of the former incumbent. 

The recalled officer may not be a candidate to succeed himself or herself at a 
special election held to fill the vacancy created by his or her recall or any other 
vacancy created by another recalled officer on the same governing board, nor may 
he or she be appointed by the legislative body to fill the vacancy created by his or 
her recall. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1989, c. 204, §1.J 

27334. Members recalled shall retain office until successors are elected. 
If a majority of the legislative body is recalled at the same election, the members 

recalled shall retain their offices until their successors are elected and qualified. 
Immediately after the canvass of votes of a recall election at which a majority of the 
legislative body is recalled, and regardless of the results of the vote on the question 
set forth in Section 27311, the clerk shall call a special election to fill the vacancies 
arising as a result of the recall election, which special election shall be held within 
89 days after the canvass of votes of the election at which they were recalled. The 
duties of the governing body of the city with respect to the holding of such special 
election shall be performed by the clerk. The vote of the special election shall be 
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Chapter 4. General Procedures: Final Steps in the Recall 27346. 

canvassed by the clerk, who shall declare the result. If the clerk has also been 
recalled, then the board of supervisors shall perform the clerk's duties. 

(Amended by Stats. 1984, c. 882, §2.J 

Article 5. Recall Elections, Other than City Recall 

27340. Application of article. 
This article shall apply to the recall of public officers other than city officers. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27341. Provisions for nomination of candidates to succeed recalled officer. 
Nominations of candidates to succeed the recalled officer shall be made in the 

manner prescribed for nominating a candidate to that office in a regular election 
insofar as that procedure is consistent with this article. The following exceptions 
shall be made to that procedure: 

(a) The nomination papers and the declaration of candidacy shall, in each case, 
be filed no less than 68 days prior to the date of the election and not before the day 
the order of the election is issued. 

(b) U the clerk is required to certify to the governing board the names of the 
candidates to be placed on the ballot, that shall be done by the 64th day prior to the 
election. 

(c) No person whose recall is being sought may be a candidate to succeed himself 
or herself at a recall election nor to succeed any other member of the same governing 
board whose recall is being sought at the same election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1989, c. 204, §2.J 

27342. No vote counted unless voted for or against recall of officer. 
No vote cast in the recall election shall be counted for any candidate unless the 

voter also voted for or against the recall of the officer sought to be recalled. 
(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27343. Continuation in office. 
If one-half or more of the votes at a recall election are "No", the officer sought 

to be recalled shall continue in office. 
(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27344. Majority required to recall. 
If a majority of the votes on a recall proposal are "Yes" the officer sought to be 

recalled shall be removed from office upon the qualification of his successor. 
(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.! 

27345. Candidate receiving highest number elected . 
If at a recall election an officer is recalled, the candidate receiving the highest 

number of votes for the office shall be declared elected for the unexpired term of 
the recalled officer. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 

27346. Failure to qualify. 
If the candidate who received the highest number of votes fails to qualify within 

10 days after receiving his certificate of election, the office to which he was elected 
shall be vacant, and shall be filled according to law. 

(Added by Stals. 1976, c. 1437, §4.J 
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Chapter 1. General Provisions 

DIVISION 17. PENAL PROVISIONS 
Chapter 1. General Provisions 

29100. Application of division. 
The provisions of this division apply to all elections. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1192, §15.J 

29101. Imposition of fine. 

29201. 

Upon a conviction for any crime punishable by imprisonment in any jail or 
prison, in relation to which no fine is herein prescribed, the court may impose a 
fine on the offender not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) in cases of 
misdemeanors or ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in cases of felonies, in addition to 
the imprisonment prescribed. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1192, §15.J 

29102. Neglect of or refusal to perform official duly. 
Every person charged with the performance of any duty under the provision of 

any law of this state relating to elections, who willfully neglects or refuses to 
perform it, or who, in his official capacity, knowingly and fraudulently acts in 
contravention or violation of any of the provisions of such laws, is, unless a different 
punishment is prescribed by this code, punishable by fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or 
two or three years, or by both. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

Chapter 2. Voter Registration 

29200. Registration of persons not entitled to register. 
(a) Every person who willfully causes, procures, or allows himself or any other 

person to be registered as a voter, knowing that he or that other person is not 
entitled to registra.tion, is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 
months or two or three years, or in a county jail for not more than one year. 

(b) Every person who knowingly and willfully signs, or causes or procures the 
signing of an affidavit of, registration of a nonexistent person, and who mails or 
delivers, or causes or procures the mailing or delivery of, such affidavit to a county 
clerk is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the stale prison for 16 
months or two or three years, or in a county jail for not more than one year. For 
purposes of this subdivision, "nonexistent person" includes, but is not limited to, 
deceased persons, animals, and inanimate objects. 

(Amended by 5Ials.1979, c. 1032, §l.) 

29200.5. Registration of fictitious person. 
Every person who knowingly and willfully compleles, or causes or procures Ihe 

completion, in whole or in part, of an affidavit of registration or a voter registration 
card, with the intent to cause the registration or reregistration as a voter, of a 
fictitious person or of any person who has not requested registration or reregistra· 
tion as a voter, is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 
for 16 months or two or three years, or in a county jail for not more than one year. 

(Added by 5Ials.1985, c. 894, §1.) 

29201. Registration of nonexistent persons. 
Any deputy clerk or registration clerk who knowingly registers a nonexistent 

person, knowingly registers a person under a false name or address, or knowingly 
registers a person who is ineligible to register is punishable by imprisonment in the 
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state prison for 16 months or two or three years or in county jail for not more than 
one year. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29202. Interference with transfer of affidavit to county clerk. 
Any person who knowingly or negligently (a) interferes with the prompt 

transfer of a completed affidavit of registration to the county elections official, or 
(b) retains a voter's completed registration card, without the voter's authorization .. 
for more than three days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and state holidays, or after 
the close of registration, or (c) denies a voter the right to return to the county 
elections official the voter's own completed registration card is guilty of a misde
meanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 239, §J.J 

29203. Refusal to return affidavits of registration. 
Any deputy registrar of voters having charge of affidavits of registration is guilty 

of a misdemeanor who knowingly neglects or refuses to return affidavits of 
registration as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 400) of Chapter 2 
of Division 1. The county clerk shall report to the district attorney of the county, 
under oath, the names of any deputies who have failed to return the affidavits. The 
district attorney shall take appropriate civil or criminal action. 

(Amended by Stats. 1988, c. 669, §6.J 

29203.7. Writing or affixing political statements on affidavits of registration. 
No affidavit of registration or voter registration card shall contain, and no person 

other than the registrant shall write on or affix, or cause to be written on or affixed, 
thereto, any statement urging or indicating support or opposition to any candidate 
or measure. 

Any person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
(Added by Stats. 1985, c. 346, §1.J 

29204. Alteration of affidavit party affiliation. 
Every person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months 

or two or three years or in the county jail for not more than one year who, without 
the specific consent of the affiant, willfully and with the intent to affect the affiant's 
voting rights, causes, procures, or allows the completion, alteration, or defacement 
of the affiant's party affiliation declaration contained in an executed, or partially 
executed, affidavit of registration pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 500 and 
Section 501. 

This section shall not apply to a county clerk carrying out his or her official 
duties. 

(Added by Siais. 1979, c. 565, §1.J 

29205. Fine for failure to provide voter registration card. 
Every person who willfully violates Section 507 is guilty of an infraction, 

punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200). 
(Added by Stals. 1981, c. 551, §2.! 

29206. Failure to provide information required by Section 507.5. 
Any person who, in exchange for money or other valuable consideration, assists 

another to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration from 
the elector, and fails to provide the information required by Section 507.5, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Slals.1990, c. 968, §2.! 
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Chapter 3. Nomination of Candidates 29305. 

29207. Misuse of infonnation; misdemeanor. 
(a) It is a misdemeanor for any person in possession of information obtained 

pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 600) of Chapter 2 of Division 1, or 
Section 6254.4 of the Government Code, knowingly to use or permit the use of all 
or any part of that information for any purpose other than as permitted by law. 

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person knowingly to acquire possession or use 
of voter registration information referred to in subdivision (a) without first com
plying with Section 608. 

(Added by 5tats. 1992, c. 2, §4.J 

Chapter 3. Nomination of Candidates 

29300. Fictitious name to nomination petition. 
Every person who subscribes to any nomination petition a fictitious name, or 

who intentionally subscribes thereto the name of another, or who causes another 
to subscribe such a name to such a petition, is guilty of a felony and is punishable 
by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29301. Defacing or destroying a nomination paper. 
Any person who falsely makes or fraudulently defaces or destroys all or any 

part of a nomination paper, is punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three 
years or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c.1192, §15.J 

29302. Deliberate failure to file nomination paper. 
Every person acting on behalf of a candidate is guilty of a misdemeanor who 

deliberately fails to file at the proper time and in the proper place any nomination 
paper or declaration of candidacy in his possession, entitled to be filed under the 
provisions of this code. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29303. False declaration of candidacy. 
Any person who files or submits for filing a nomination paper or declaration of 

candidacy knowing that it Or any part of it has been made falsely is punishable by 
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the state 
prison for 16 months or two or three years or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(Added by Slats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29304. Suppression of nomination paper. 
Any person who willfully suppresses all or any part of a nomination paper or 

declaration of candidacy either before or after filing is punishable by a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the state prison for 
16 months or two or three years or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c.1192, §15.J 

29305. Consideration for a person to become or withdraw from becoming a 
candidate. 

A person shall not directly or through any other person advance, pay, solicit, or 
receive or cause to be advanced, paid, solicited, or received any money or other 
valuable consideration to or for the use of any person in order to induce a person 
not to become or to withdraw as a candidate for public office. Violation of this 
section shall be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or 
two or three years. 

(Amended by Slats. 1977, c. 1112, §1.) 
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Chapter 4. Election Campaigns 

Article 1. Campaign Literature 

29413. Payment not permitted. 
In addition to any other penalty, no payment shall be made or allowed to any 

person in consideration for his having prepared, printed, published, or circulated, 
or assisted in the preparation, printing, publishing, or circulating of any advertise
ment, bill, placard, poster, or other printed or duplicated matter in violation of 
Section 11703. Any person who knowingly pays or receives a payment in violation 
of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29414. Printing of simulated sample ballots. 
In addition to any other penalty, any person who prints or otherwise duplicates, 

or causes to be printed or duplicated, a simulated ballot or simulated sample ballot 
which does not contain the statement required by Section 11709 or which uses an 
official seal or insignia in violation thereof, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

29415. Distribution of precinct polling place infonnation. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who knowingly causes to be mailed or 

distributed, or knowingly mails or distributes, literature to any voter which in
cludes a designation of the voter's precinct polling place other than a precinct 
polling place listed for that voter in an official precinct polling list which constituted 
the latest official precinct polling list at sometime not more than 30 days prior to 
such mailing or distribution. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

29416. Mass mailing penal provisions. 
Every person who violates the provisions of Section 84305 of the Government 

Code relating to mass mailing is subject to the penal provisions set forth in Chapter 
11 (commencing with Section 91000) of Title 9 of the Government Code. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

Article 2. Political Party Caucuses 

29420. Payment for voting. 
A person shall not directly or through any other person payor receive any 

money or other valuable consideration before, during, or after an election in order 
to reward any person or as a reward for voting for or against or agreeing to vote 
for or against the election or endorsement of any other person as the nominee or 
candidate of any caucus, convention, organized assemblage of delegates, or other 
body representing or claiming to represent a political party, candidate, or principle, 
or any club, society, or association. A violation of this section shall be punishable 
by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

29421. Bribes offered or received at political gathering. 
Every person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months 

or two or three years who: 
(a) Gives or offers a bribe to any officer or member of any political convention, 

committee, or political gathering of any kind, held for the purpose of nominating 
candidates for offices of honor, trust or profit in this state, with intent to influence 
the person to whom the bribe is given or offered to be more favorable to one 
candidate than another. 
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Chapter 4. Election Campaigns 29470. 

(b) Being a member of any of the bodies mentioned in this section receives or 
offers to receive any such bribe. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.1 

Article 3. Claims of Endorsements 

29430. Oaiming to be official party candidate. 
No candida te for nomination of a political party for a partisan office in the direct 

primary election shall claim, nor shall any other person claim on his behalf, that he 
or she is the official candidate or the officially endorsed candidate of such political 
party. A violation of this section by any person shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.1 

Article 4. Political Meetings 

29440. Threats, intimidations, or violence. 
Every person who, by threats, intimidations, or unlawful violence, willfully 

hinders or prevents electors from assembling in public meetings for the considera
tion of public questions is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c.1192, §15.1 

Article 5. Misrepresentation by Candidates 

29450. Misleading of voters; incumbency; public officer. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who, with intent to mislead the voters 

in connection with his campaign for nomination or election to a public office or in 
connection with the campaign of another person for nomination or election to a 
public office, shall do either of the following acts: 

(a) Assume, pretend, or imply, by his statements or conduct, that he is the 
incumbent of a public office when that is not the caSe. 

(b) Assume, pretend, or imply, by his statements or conduct, that he is or has 
been acting in the capacity of a public officer when that is not the case. 

Any violation of this section may be enjoined in a civil action brought by any 
candidate for the public office involved. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29451. False statements in candidate statementi fine. 
Any candidate in an election or incumbent in a recall election who knowingly 

makes a false statement of a material fact in a candidate's statement, prepared 
pursuant to Section 10012 or 27317, with the intent to mislead the voters in 
connection with his or her campaign for nomination or election to a nonpartisan 
office is punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 57, §J.I 

Article 6. Solicitation of Funds 

29460. Solicitation of funds. 
Any person who violates Section 12301 is guilty of a misdemeanor . 
(Added by Stats.1976, c.1192, §15.1 

29462. Unauthorized use of candidate or committee name. 
Upon the complaint of the affected candidate or committee, any person who 

violates Section 12302 or 12303 is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
(Added by Stats.1979, c. 872, §4.1 

Article 7. Electioneering 

29470. Electioneering near polling place. 
No person, on election day, shall, within 100 feet of a polling place: 
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(a) Circulate an initiati ve, referendum, recall, or nomination petition or any other 
petition. 

(b) Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking his ballot. 
(c) Place a sign relating to voters' qualifications or speak to a voter on the subject 

of his qualifications except as provided in Section 14216. 
(d) Do any electioneering. 
As used in this section "100 feet of a polling place" shall mean a distance 100 

feet from the room or rooms in which voters are signing the roster and casting 
ballots. 

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1981, c. 1155, §1.J 

29473. Electioneering during absentee voting. 
(a) No candidate Of representative of a candidat~1 and no proponent, opponent, 

or representative of a proponent or opponent, of an initiative, referendum, or recall 
measure, or of a charter amendment, shall solicit the vote of an absentee voter, or 
do any electioneering, while in the residence or in the immediate presence of the 
voter, and during the time he or she knows the absentee voter is voting. 

(b) Any person who knowingly violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
(c) This section shall not be construed to conflict with any provision of the federal 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, nor to preclude electioneering by mail or 
telephone or in public places, except as prohibited by Section 29470, or by any other 
provision of law. 

(Added by 5Ials.1988, c.1329, §2.) 

Article S. Vandalism at Polling Places 

29480. Vandalism at polling places. 
(a) No person, during any election, shall do any of the following: 

(1) Remove or destroy any of the supplies or other conveniences placed in 
the voting booths or compartments for the purpose of enabling the voter to prepare 
his or her ballot. 

(2) Remove, tear down, or deface the cards printed for the instruction of 
voters. 

(3) Remove, tear, mark or otherwise deface any voter index with the intent 
to falsify or prevent others from readily ascertaining the name, address, or political 
affiliation of any voter, or the fact that a voter has or has not voted. 

(4) Remove, tear down, or deface the signs identifying the loca tion of a polling 
place or identifying areas within 100 feet of a polling place. 

(b) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 310, §l.) 

Article 9. Misuse of State Publications 

29490. State publications may not be used. 
No agency or department of the state may use its publications to advise state 

employees of any constitutional officer's choice of candidates for public office or 
for recommending positions on specific ballot propositions not related to the 
functions of that agency or department. 

For purposes of this section "publications" mean any written or printed matter 
includin~ but not limited to, agency or department memorandums or directives, 
but shall not include legislative newsletters or state ballot pamphlets. 
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Chapter 5. Ballots 29611. 

Any state officer who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
(Added by Stats.1977, c.l, §6.5.! 

Chapter 5. Ballots 

29500. Imitation of ballot paper. 
Any person who makes, uses, keeps, or furnishes to others, any paper or 

punchcards watermarked or overprinted in imitation of ballot paper or punchcards 
is punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by impris· 
onment in the state prison for 16 months, two or three years, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29501. Nonconformity of ballots. 
Every person who prints any ballot not in confonnity with the provisions of 

Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of DivisionS, or who circulates or gives 
to another any ballot, knowing at the time the ballot does not conform to the 
provisions of Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of Division 8, is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15. Amended by Stats. 1976, c. 1438, §23.2.! 

29505. Non.conforming absent voter's application. 
Any individual, group, or organization which knowingly distributes any appli· 

cation for an absent voter's ballot which does not confonn to the requirements of 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 2 is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Amended by Stats.1990, c.1121, §3.! 

29506. Fine for solicitation requesting voter disclosure of his or her ballot. 

Any person other than an elections official or a member of the precinct board 
who receives a voted ballot from a voter or who examines or solicits the voter to 
show his or her voted ballot is punishable by a fine not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000), by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three 
years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both the fine and imprison· 
ment. This section shall not apply to persons returning an absentee ballot pursuant 
to Sections 1013 and 1017 or persons assisting a voter pursuant to Section 14234. 

(Added by Stats.1989, c. 310, §2.! 

Chapter 6. Corruption of the Voting Process 

Article 1. General Provisions 

29610. Fraud in connection with vote cast. 

Any person who commits fraud or attempts to commit fraud and any person 
who aids or abets fraud or attempts to aid or abet fraud in connection with any vote 
cast or to be cast, or attempted to be cast, is guilty of a felony, punishable by 
imprisonment for 16 months or two or three years . 

(Amended by Stats. 1977, c. 1112, §2.! 

29611. Public official who knowingly allows fraud shall forever be 
disqualified from holding office. 

Any public official who knowingly violates any of the provisions of this chapter, 
and thereby aids in any way the illegal casting or attempting to cast a vote, or who 
connives to nullify any of the provisions of this chapter in order that fraud may be 
perpetrated, shall forever be disqualified from holding office in this state and upon 
conviction shall be sentenced to a state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c. 1192, §15.! 
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29612. DIVISION 17. PENAL PROVISIONS 

29612. Interference with election officers. 
Any person who in any manner interferes with the officers holding an election 

or conducting a canvass, or with the voters lawfully exercising their rights of voting 
at an election, as to prevent the election or canvass from being fairly held and 
lawfully conducted, is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 
months or two or three years. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.! 

Article 2. Corruption of Voters 

29620. Promise of employment. 
A person shall not directly or through another person give, offer, or promise any 

office, place, or employment, or promise to procure or endeavor to procure any 
office, place, or employment to or for any voter, or to or for any other person, in 
order to induce that voter at any election to: 

(a) Refrain from voting. 
(b) Vote for any particular person. 
(c) Refrain from voting for any particular person. 
A violation of any of the provisions of this section shall be punishable by 

imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 
(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

29621. Consideration for voting. 
A person shall not directly or through any other person receive, agree, or 

contract for, before, during or after an election, any money, gift, loan, or other 
val uable consideration, offlce, place, or employment for himself or any other person 
because he or any other person: 

(a) Voted, agreed to vote, refrained from voting, or agreed to refrain from voting 
for any particular person or measure. 

(b) Remained away from the polls. 
(c) Refrained or agreed to refrain from voting. 
(d) Induced any other person to: 

(1) Remain away from the polls. 
(2) Refrain from voting. 
(3) Vote or refrain from voting for any particular person or measure. 

Any person violating this section is punishable by imprisonment in the state 
prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c.1112, §3.! 

29622. Consideration for voting. 
A person shall not, directly or through any other person pay,lend, or contribute, 

or offer or promise to pay, lend, or contribute, any money or other valuable 
consideration to or for any voter or to or for any other person to: 

(a) Induce the voter to: 
(1) Refrain from voting at any election. 
(2) Vote or refrain from voting at an election for any particular person or 

measure. 
(3) Remain away from the polls at an election. 

(b) Reward the voter for having: 
(1) Refrained from voting. 
(2) Voted for any particular person or measure. 
(3) Refrained from voting for any particular person or measure. 
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Chapter 6. Corruption of the Voting Process 29630.5. 

(4) Remained away from the polls at an election. 
Any person violating this section is punishable by imprisonment in the state 

prison for 16 months or two or three years. 
(Amended by 5tDts. 1977, c. 1112, §4.) 

29623, Bribery at election. 
A person shall not directly or through any other person advance or pay, or cause 

to be paid, any money or other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, 
with the intent that it, or any part thereof, shall be used in bribery at any election; 
or knowingly payor cause to be paid any money or other valuable thing to any 
person in discharge or repayment of any money, wholly or in part, expended in 
bribery at any election. 

Any person violating this section is punishable by imprisonment in the state 
prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1981, c. 714, §117.1 

29624. Payment for securing vote. 
A person shall not directly or through any other person advance or pay, or cause 

to be paid, any money or other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, 
with the intent that it, or any part thereof, will be used for boarding, lodging, or 
maintaining a person at any place or domicile in any election precinct, ward, or 
district, with intent to secure the vote of that person or to induce that person to vote 
for any particular person or measure. 

Any person violating this section is punishable by imprisonment in the state 
prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Amended by 5IaI5.1977, c.1112, §5.J 

Article 3. Intimidation of Voters 

29630. Com pelling another in voting. 
(a) Every person who makes use of or threatens to make use of any force, 

violence, or tactic of coercion or intimidation, to induce or compel any other person 
to vote or refrain from voting at any election or to vote or refrain from voting for 
any particular person or measure at any election, or because any person voted or 
refrained from voting at any election or voted or refrained from voting for any 
particular person or measure at any election is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(b) Every person who hires or arranges for any other person to make use of or 
threaten to make use of any force, violence, or tactic of coercion or intimidation, to 
induce or compel any other person to vote or refrain from voting at any election or 
to vote or refrain from voting for any particular person or measure at any election, 
or because any person voted or refrained from voting at any election or voted or 
refrained from voting for any particular person or measure at any election is guilty 
of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or 
three years. 

(Amended by 5tat5. 1989, c. 310, §3.) 

29630.5. Solicitation dissuading persons from voting. 
(a) No person shall, with the intent of dissuading another person from voting, 

within 100 feet of a polling place: 
(1) Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking his or her ballot. 
(2) Place a sign relating to voters' qualifications or speak to a voter on the 

subject of his or her qualifications except as provided in Section 14216. 
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29631. DIVISION 17. PENAL PROVISIDNS 

(b) Any person who violates this section is punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not more than 12 months, or in the state prison. Any person who 
conspires to violate this section is guilty of a felony. 

(c) For purposes of this section, 100 feet shall mean a distance of 100 feet from 
the room or rooms in which voters are signing the roster and casting ballots. 

(Added by 5Ials.1989, c. 415, §1.J 

29631. Pay envelopes may not contain political material. 

Every employer, whether a corporation or natural person, or any other person 
who employs, is guilty of a misdemeanor if, in paying his employees the salary or 
wages due them incloses their pay in pay envelopes upon which or in which there 
is written or printed the name of any candidate or any political mottoes, devices, 
or arguments containing threats, express or implied, intended or calculated to 
influence the political opinions or actions of the employees. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c. 1112, §7.) 

29632. Challenge without probable cause. 

(a) Every person who knowingly challenges a person's right to vote without 
probable cause or on fraudulent or spurious grounds, or who engages in mass, 
indiscriminate, and groundless challenging of voters solely for the purpose of 
preventing voters from voting or to delay the process of voting, or who fraudulently 
advises any person that he or she is not eligible to vote or is not registered to vote 
when in fact that person is eligible or is registered, or who violates any part of 
Section 14216, is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 
12 months or in the state prison. 

(b) Every person who conspires to violate subdivision (a) is guilty of a felony. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1989, c. 415, §2.) 

29634. Fine for person in possession of firearm or unauthorized uniformed 
personnel. 

(a) Any person in possession of a firearm or any uniformed peace officer, private 
guard, or security personnel or any person who is wearing a uniform of a peace 
officer, guard, or security personnel, who is stationed in the immediate vicinity of, 
or posted at, a polling place without written authorization of the appropriate city 
or county elections official is punishable by a fine not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000), by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three 
years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both the fine and imprison
ment. 

(b) This section shall not apply to any of the following: 
(1) An unarmed uniformed guard or security personnel who is at the polling 

place to cast his or her vote. 
(2) A peace officer who is conducting official business in the course of his or 

her public employment or who is at the polling place to cast his or her vote. 

(3) A private guard or security personnel hired or arranged for by a city or 
county elections official. 

(4) A private guard or security personnel hired or arranged for by the mvner 
or manager of the facility or property in which the polling place is located if the 
guard or security personnel is not hired or arranged solely for the day on which an 
election is held. 

(Added by 5Ials.1989, c. 310, §35.J 
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Chapter 6. Corruption of the Voting Process 29643. 

29635. Fine for hiring of person in possession of firearm or uniformed 
personnel. 

Any person who hires or arranges for any other person in possession of a firearm 
or any uniformed peace officer, private guard, or security personnel or any person 
~ho is wearing a uniform of a peace officer, guard, or security personnel, to be 
stationed in the immediate vicinity of, or posted at, a polling place without written 
authorization of the appropriate elections official is punishable by a fine not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars <$10,000), by imprisonment in the state prison for 
16 months or two or three years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both the fine and imprisonment. This section shall not apply to the owner or 
manager of the facility or property in which the polling place is located if the private 
guard or security personnel is not hired or arranged solely for the day on which 
the election is held. 

(Added by 5tats. 1989, c. 310, §4J 

29636. Definition of elections official and immediate vicinity. 
As used in this article: 
(a) "Elections official" means county clerk, registrar of voters, or city clerk. 
(b) '1mmediate vicinity" means the area within a distance of 100 feet from the 

room or rooms in which the voters are signing the roster and casting ballots. 
(Added by 5tat5.1989, c. 310, §5.! 

Article 4. Corruption of Voting 

29640. Fraudulent voting. 
Every person is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 

for 16 months or two or three years, or in county jai~ not exceeding one year, who: 
(a) Not being entitled to vote at an election, fraudulently votes or fraudulently 

attempts to vote at that election. 
(b) Being entitled to vote at an election, votes more than once, attempts to vote 

more than once, or knowingly hands in two or more ballots folded together at that 
election. 

(c) Impersonates or attempts to impersonate a voter at an election. 
(Amended by 5tats. 1977, c. 1205, §80J 

29641. Soliciting nonqualified voters. 
Every person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months 

or two or three years who: 
(a) Procures, assists, counsels, or advises another to give or offer his vote at any 

election, knowing that the person is not qualified to vote., 
(b) Aids or abets in the commission of any of the offenses mentioned in Section 

29640. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1192, §15J 

29643. Secrecy of ballot. 
Every member of a precinct board is guilty of a misdemeanor who, prior to 

putting the ballot of a voter in the ballot box, commits any of the following: 
<a) Attempts to find out any name on the ballot. 
(b) Opens or suffers to be opened or examined the folded ballot of any voter 

which has been handed in. 
(c) Makes or places any mark or device on any folded ballot with a view to 

ascertaining the name of any person for whom the voter has voted. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1192, §15.! 

465 1993 



29644. DIVISION 17. PENAL PROVISIONS 

29644. Secrecy of ballot. 
Every member of a precinct board is guilty of a misdemeanor who, without the 

consent of a voter, discloses the name of any candidate the board member has 
discovered in his capacity as a member of the board to have been voted for by the 
voter. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1192, §15.J 

29645. Tampering with voting devices, secrecy of ballot, software. 
Any person is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment in a state prison 

for two, three, or four years who, before or during an election: 
(a) Tampers with, interferes with, or attempts to interfere with, the correct 

operation of, or willfully damages in order to prevent the use of, any voting 
machine, voting device, voting system, vote tabulating device, or ballot tally 
software program source codes. 

(b) Interferes or attempts to interfere with the secrecy of voting or ballot tally 
software program source codes. 

(c) Knowingly, and without authorization, makes or has in his or her possession 
a key to a voting machine that has been adopted and will be used in elections in 
this state. 

(d) Willfully substitutes or attempts to substitute forged or counterfeit ballot 
tally software program source codes. 

(Amended by 5tats. 1989, c. 235, §2.) 

29645.1. Fine for tampering with voting devices, secrecy of ballot, software. 
Any person who aids or abets in the commission of any of the offenses described 

in Section 29645 is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of six 
months or in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Added by 5tats. 1989, c. 235, §3.! 

29646. Forging election returns. 
Every person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, 

or four years who: 
(a) Forges or counterfeits returns of an election purported to have been held at 

a precinct where no election was in fact held. 
(b) Willfully substitutes forged or counterfeit returns of election in the place of 

true returns for a precinct where an election was actually held. 
(Added by 5tats.1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29647. Altering election returns. 
Every person who willfully adds to or subtracts from the votes actually cast at 

an election, in any official or unofficial returns, or who alters the returns, is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29648. Aids or abets in forging or altering election returns. 
Every person who aids or abets in the commission of any of the offenses 

mentioned in Section 29646, 29647, or 29649 is punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail for the period of six months or in the state prison for 16 months or two 
or three years. 

(Added by 5tats. 1976, c. 1192, §15') 

29649. Ballot offenses. 
Every person is punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars 

($1,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, who: 
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Chapter 6. Corruption of the Voting Process 29654. 

(a) Aids in changing or destroying any poll list or official ballot. 
(b) Aids in wrongfully placing any ballots in the ballot container or in taking 

any therefrom. 
(c) Adds or attempts to add any ballots to those legally polled at any electicn by 

fraudulently putting them into the ballot rontainer, either before or after the ballots 
therein have been counted. 

(d) Adds to or mixes with, or attempts to add to or mix with, the ballots polled, 
any other ballots, while they are being counted or canvassed or at any other time, 
with intent to change the result of the election, or allows another to do so, when in 
his power to prevent it. 

(e) Carries a-way or destroys, attempts to carry away or destroy, or knowingly 
allows another to carry away or destroy, any poll list, ballot container, or ballots 
lawfully polled or who willfully detains, mutilates, or destroys any election returns. 

(0 Removes any unvoted ballots from the polling place before the rompletion 
of the ballot count. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §lS.! 

29650. Defacing results of votes cast. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who does anyone of the following: 
(a) Removes or defaces any posted copy of the results of votes cast within the 

period of 48 hours from the official time fixed for the closing of the polls; or 
(b) Delays delivery of or Changes the ropy of the result of votes cast which is to 

be delivered to the city or county clerk. 
(Added by 51a15. 1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29651. Refusal to obey order of the county clerk. 
Any person acting on any counting board who refuses to obey any lawful order 

of the county clerk or his deputy is guilty of a misdemeanor, unless he is by his 
refusal guilty of a higher crime under the laws of this state. 

(Added by 51a15. 1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29652. Counting boards subject to same liabilities as precinct board. 

Each counting board and its members are subject to the liabilities and penalties 
to which precinct boards or their members are subject where the votes and returns 
are counted at the precincts where they were polled. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §lS.! 

29653. Giving false information to a person who cannot read. 
Every person is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 

for 16 months or two or three years who furnishes any voter wishing to vote, who 
cannot read, with a ballot, informing or giving that voter to understand that it 
contains a name written or printed thereon different from the name which is written 
or printed thereon, or defrauds any voter at any election by deceiving and causing 
him to vote for a different person for any office than he intended or desired to vote 
for. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29654. Refusal to answer questions. 

Every person who, after being required by the precinct board at an election, 
refuses to be sworn or, being sworn, refuses to answer any pertinent questions 
propounded by the board touching the right of another to vote, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 
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29655. Acting as an elections officer without being appointed. 

Every person is guilty of a felony, and on oonviction shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for two, three or four years, who at any election: 

(a) Without first having been appointed and qualified, acts as an election officer. 
(b) Not being an election officer, performs or discharges any of the duties of an 

election officer in regard to the handling, counting, or canvassing of any ballots. 
(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1192, §15'! 

29656. Willful interference with return of absent voter ballot application. 
Any person who willfully (a) interferes with the prompt delivery of a oompleted 

absent voter ballot application, (b) retains a completed absent voter ballot applica
tion, without the voter's authorization, for more than three days excluding week
ends and state holidays, or by the deadline for return of absent voters' ballot 
applications, whichever is earlier, or (c) denies an applicant the right to return his 
or her own completed absent voter ballot application to the local elections official 
having jurisdiction over the election, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5Ials.1987, c. 466, §3.! 

29657. Will full interference with return of absent voter ballot. 
Any person having charge of a completed absent voter ballot who willfully 

interferes or causes interference with its return to the local elections official having 
jurisdiction over the election is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5Ials.1987, c. 466, §4.! 

29658. Fraudulent absentee voting. 
Any person who applies for, or who votes or attempts to vote, an absent voter's 

ballot by fraudulently signing the name of a fictitious person, or of a regularly 
qualified voter, or of a person who is not qualified to vote, is guilty of a felony 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or hvo or three years, 
or by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

(Amended and Renumbered by 5IaI5.1987, c. 466, §2.! 

Chapter 7. Initiative, Referendum, and Recall 

Article 1. General Provisions 

29710. uProponent" definition. 
As used in this chapter, "proponent or proponents of an initiative or referendum 

measure" means, for statewide initiative and referendum measures, the person or 
persons who submit a draft of a petition proposing the measure to the Attorney 
General with a request that he prepare a title and summary of the chief purpose 
and points of the proposed measure; or for other initiative and referendum meas
ures, the person or persons who publish a notice or intention to circulate petitions, 
or, where publication is not required, who file petitions with the clerk or legislative 
body. 

(Amended by 51a15. 1982, c. 1166, §25.! 

29711. "Proponent" definition. 
As used in this chapter, "proponent or proponents of a recall petition" means 

the person or persons who have charge or control of the circulation of, or obtaining 
signatures, to such petitions. 

(Added by 5IaI5.1976, c. 1192, §15'! 
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Chapter 7. Initiative, Referendum. and Recall 

Article 2. Improper Signature-Gathering Tactics 

29720. Misrepresentation by circulator. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who: 

29731. 

(a) Circulating, as principal or agent, or having charge or control of the circula
tion of, or obtaining signatures to, any state or local initiative, referendum or recall 
petition, intentionally misrepresents or intentionally makes any false statement 
concerning the cont~nts, purport or effect of the petition to any person who signs, 
or who desires to sign, or who is requested to sign, or who makes inquiries with 
reference to it, or to whom it is presented for his or her signature. 

(b) Willfully and knowingly circulates, publishes or exhibits any false statement 
or misrepresentation concerning the rontents, purport or effect of any state or local 
initiative, referendum, or recall petition for the purpose of obtaining any signature 
to, or persuading or influencing any person to sign, that petition. 

(c) Circulating, as principal or agent, or having charge or control of the circula
tion of, or obtaining signatures to, any state or local initiative, intentionally makes 
any false statement in response to any inquiry by any voter as to whether he or she 
is a paid signature gatherer or a volunteer. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 1026, §2.! 

29721. Refusal to allow signer to read measure. 
Any person working for the proponent or proponents of an initiative or refer

endum measure or recall petition who refuses to allow a prospective signer to read 
the measure or petition is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

An arrest or conviction pursuant to this section shall not invalidate or otherwise 
affect the validity of any signature obtained by the person arrested or convicted. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.J 

29722. Obscuring the summary of the measure. 
Any person working for the proponent or proponents of a statewide initiative 

or referendum measure who covers or otherwise obscures the summary of the 
measure prepared by the Attorney General from the view of a prospective signer 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.J 

29723. Offering money or valuable consideration for signature. 
Every person who offers or gives money or other valuable consideration to 

another in exchange for his or her signature on a state, county, municipal, or district 
initiative petition is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats. 1987, c. 523, §l.J 

Article 3. False or Ineligible Signatures on Petition 

29730. False or forged signatures. 
Every person who solicits any circulator to affix to any initiative, referendum, 

or recall petition any false or forged signature, or to cause or permit such signature 
to be affixed, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by Stats.1976, c.1192, §15.J 

29731. False, forged or fictitious names. 
Every person is punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars 

($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years 
or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
who circulates or causes to be circulated any initiative, referendum, or recall 
petition, knowing it to contain false, forged, or fictitious names. 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c. 1192, §15.J 
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29732. Signing more than once. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who knowingly signs his own name 

more than once to any initiative, referendum, or recall petition, or signs his name 
to any such petition knowing himself at the time of signing not to be qualified to 
sign it. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29733. Subscribing fictitious names. 
Every person who subscribes to any initiative, referendum, or recall petition a 

fictitious name, or who subscribes thereto the name of another, or who causes 
another to subscribe such a name to such a petition, is guilty of a felony and is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three or four years. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29734. False or fraudulent signatures. 
Every person is punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars 

($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years 
or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
who files in the office of the clerk or other officer designated by law to receive such 
filing, any initiative, referendum, or recall petition to which is attached, appended 
or subscribed any signature which the person filing the petition knows to be false 
or fraudulent or not the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports 
to be. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §15.! 

Article 4. Improper Payments to Prevent Petition Circulation and Filing 

29740. Payment for stopping circulation of petition. 
Every person who seeks, solicits, bargains for, or obtains any money, thing of 

value, or advantage of or from any person, firm, or corporation for the purpose or 
represented purpose of fraudulently inducing, persuading, or seeking the propo
nent or proponents of any initiative or referendum measure or recall petition to (a) 
abandon such measure or petition; (b) fail, neglect, or refuse to file in the office of 
the clerk or other officer designated by law, within the time required by law, such 
initiative or referendum measure or recall petition after securing the number of 
signatures required to qualify such measure or petition; (c) stop the circulation of 
such initiative or referendum measure or recall petition; or (d) perform any act that 
will prevent or aid in preventing the initiative or referendum measure or recall 
petition from qualifying as an initiative or referendum measure, or the recall 
peti tion from resul ting in a recall election, is punishable by a fine not exceeding five 
thousand dollars ($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison 16 months or two 
or three years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

(Added by 5lals. 1976, c. 1192, §lS.! 

29741. Payment for stopping circulation of petition. 
Any proponent of an initiative or referendum measure or recall petition who 

seeks, solicits, bargains for, or obtains any money or thing of value of or from any 
person, firm, or corporation for the purpose of abandoning the same or stopping 
the circulation of petitions concerning the same, or failing or neglecting or refusing 
to file such measure or petition in the office of the clerk or other officer designated 
by law within the time required by law after obtaining the number of signatures 
required under the law to qualify such measure or petition, or performing any act 
that will prevent or aid in preventing the initiative, referendum or recall proposed 
from qualifying as an initiative or referendum measure, or resulting in a recall 
election is punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000) or by 
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Chapter 7. Initiative, Referendum, and Recall 29780. 

imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years or in a county 
jail not exceeding one year or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29742. Buying petition. 
Every person who offers to buy or does buy from a circulator any referendum, 

initiative, or recall petition on which one or more persons have affixed their 
signatures is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in the county 
jail for not more than one year I or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars 
($1,000), or both. This section is not intended to prohibit compensation of a 
circulator, for his services, by a proponent of the petition or his agent. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

Article 5. Threats and Theft to Prevent Petition Circulation and Filing 

29750. Threats to a circulator. 
Every person who threatens to commit an assault or battery on a person 

circulating a referendum, initiative, or recall petition or on a relative of a person 
circulating a referendum, initiative, or recall petition or to inflict damage on the 
property of such circulator or such relative, with the intent to dissuade the circula
tor from circulating the petition or in retribution for such circulation, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1977, c. 1112, §9.! 

29751. Taking petition from circulator. 
Every person who forcibly or by stealth takes from the possession of a circulator 

any initiative, referendum, or recall petition on which one or more persons have 
affixed their signatures is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §1S.) 

Article 6. Refusal of Circulators to Turn in Petitions 

29760. Failure to surrender petition. 
Any person working for the proponent or proponents of an initiative or refer

endum measure or recall petition who solicits signatures to qualify such measure 
or petition and accepts any payment therefor and who fails to surrender such 
measure or petition to the proponents thereof for filing is punishable by a fine not 
exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 
16 months or two or three years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

(Added by 5Ials.1976, c. 1192, §15') 

Article 7. Misuse of Signatures on Petition 

29770. Signatures used for no other purpose. 
No one shall knowingly or willfully permit the list of signatures on an initiative, 

referendum, or recall petition to be used for any purpose other than qualification 
of the initiative or referendum measure or recall question for the ballot, except as 
provided in Section 6253.5 of the Government Code. Violation of this section is a 
misdemeanor. 

(Amended by 5lals. 1984, c. 875, §4.) 

Article 8. False Affidavits Concerning Petitions 

29780. False affidavit. 
Every person is punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars 

($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years 
or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
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who makes any false affidavit concerning any initiative, referendum, or recall 
petition or the signatures appended thereto. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1192, §15.) 

29781. False certification or affidavit. 
Every public official or employee is punishable by a fine not exceeding five 

thousand dollars ($5,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or 
two or three years or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment, who knowingly makes anyfalseretum,certification Of affidavit 
concerning any initiative, referendum, or recall petition or the signatures appended 
thereto. 

(Added by 5tats.1976, c.1192, §15'! 

Article 9. Filing Petitions to Defeat an Initiative or Referendum 

29790. Filing petition with intention to defeat another petition. 
Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who, either as principal or agent, files 

in the office of the Secretary of State, county clerk, or in the office of any other officer 
designated by law to receive such filing, a petition or any section of a petition 
relating to the Constitution or the laws of this state, authorized by the Constitution 
or laws of this state regulating the statewide initiative or referendum, with the 
intention of thereby defeating that initiative or referendum measure which is 
embraced in the petition. Nothing in this section applies to any person who, in good 
faith, files a petition embracing an initiative or referendum measure which conflicts 
with a similar measure already on file. . 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c. 1192, §15.) 

29791. Intention of defeating the public will. 
Any petition, or any section of a petition, filed by any person other than the 

proponents of an initiative or referendum measure and with an intention of 
defeating an expression of the public will is null and void. 

(Added by 5tat5.1976, c.1192, §15.! 

Article 10. Misuse of Campaign Funds 

29795. Wrongful appropriation of money. 
Every person who is entrusted with money or things of value for the purpose 

of promoting or defeating any initiative, referendum, or recall petition or any 
measure which has qualified for the ballot is a trustee of the money or things of 
value. If a person wrongfully appropriates the money or things of value to any use 
or purpose not in the due and lawful execution of the trust, the person shall be 
punishable by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by imprison
ment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years or in a county jail not 
exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. The following expenses 
are within the due and lawful execution of the trust: 

(a) Securing signatures to initiative, referendum, or recall petitions. 
(b) Circulating initiative, referendum, or recall petitions. 
(c) Holding and conducting public meetings. 
(d) Printing and circulating prior to an election: 

(1) Specimen ballots. 
(2) Handbills. 
(3) Cards. 
(4) Other papers. 

(e) Advertising. 
(f) Postage. 
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Chapter 8. Obtigations of Precinct Board Members 29800. 

(g) Expressage. 
(h) Telegraphing. 
(i) Telephoning. 
(j) All salaries and expenses of: 

(1) Campaign managers. 
(2) Lecturers. 
(3) Solicitors. 
(4) Agents. 
(5) All persons employed in transacting business at headquarters or branch 

offices, if the business transacted is related to promoting or defeating an initiative, 
referendum, or recall petition or any measure which has qualified for the ballot. 

(k) Maintaining headquarters and branch offices. 
(l) Renting of rooms for the transaction of the business of an association. 
(m) Attorney's fees and other costs in connection with litigation where the 

litigation arises directly out of any of the following: 
(1) Activities related to promoting or defeating an initiative, referendum, or 

recall petition or any measure which has qualified for the ballot. 
(2) The enactment, by the initiative process, of any ordinance, charter amend-

ment, statute, or constitutional amendment. 
(3) An election contest or recount. 
(4) A violation of state or local campaign, disclosure, or election laws. 
The amendment of this section by adding subdivision (m) thereto, made at 

the 1991-92 Regular Session of the Legislature, does not constitute a change in, but 
is declaratory of, the existing law. 

Expenses for food, clothing, shelter and other personal needs of the trustee are 
not considered to be within the due and lawful execution of the trust. However, 
expenses for travel and necessary accommodations for the trustee are within the 
due and lawful execution of the trust, if the travel and accommodations are related 
to promoting or defeating an initiative, referendum, or recall petition or any 
measure that has qualified for the ballot. 

(Amended by Stats. 1991, c. 1002, §1.J 

Chapter 8. Obligations of Precinct Board Members 

29800. Appointed precinct board member failing to act as such. 
Any voter who has filed an application for the position of, and been appointed 

as a precinct board member and who, without being excused by the county clerk, 
knowingly fails to act as such, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not 
to exceed one hundred dollars ($100). 

(Added by Stats. 1976, c.1192, §15.J 
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Chapter 1. General Provisions 30010. 

DIVISION 18. LEGISLATIVE, 
CONGRESSIONAL, AND EQUALIZATION 

DISTRICTS 
Chapter 1. General Provisions 

30000. Maps to assist in the interpretation of this division. 
(a) The Secretary of State shall prepare detailed maps showing the boundaries 

of any districts established by this division on or after January 1, 1991. These maps 
shall be prepared no later than 90 days following the enactment of any amendment 
to Section 30010, 30020, 30030, or 30040, and shall illustrate the boundary lines of 
every district described in the amended section. 

(b) The Secretary of State shall provide each Member of the Senate, Assembly, 
and the State Board of Equalization, and each Member of Congress from California, 
with one copy of a map or maps of his or her district. One copy of the entire set of 
maps for the Assembly shall be provided to the Assembly Committee on Rules, 
one ropy of the entire set of maps for the Senate shall be provided to the Senate 
Committee on Rules, and one copy of the entire set of maps for the State Board of 
Equalization shall be provided to the State Board of Equalization. 

(c) The Secretary of State shall also make ropies of the maps available for public 
inspection. The Secretary of State shall also provide copies of the maps to the county 
elections officials for use in their administrative functions involved in the conduct 
of elections. 

(d) There shall be no charge for the maps provided pursuant to this section. 
(Added by Stats. 1991, c. 1216, §2.) 

30001. Changes in boundaries. 
Each house of the Legislature shall be a proper party to, and, if not originally 

named as a party, shall have the right to intervene in, any action involving the 
validity or application of any statute which provides for changes in the boundaries 
of any legislative districts of members of that particular house. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 8, §2. 1st. Ex. Sess.) 

Chapter 2. Assembly Districts 

30010. Intent of Legislature. 
It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this chapter to pass legislation 

essentially different from Assembly Bill 300 (Chapter 537 of the Statutes of 1981). 
It is further the intent of the Legislature to implement Article XXI of the California 
Constitution and to fully comply with the equal protection requirements of the 
California and United States Constitutions. 

The Legislature has ronducted a detailed analysis of Chapter 537 of the Statutes 
of 1981 and of Chapter 589 of the Statutes of 1981. It has also held public hearings 
and solicited public comment on the means by which the Legislature can enact a 
redistricting plan which meets the requirements of the California and United States 
Constitutions and is essentially different from Assembly Bill 300 (Chapter 537 of 
the Statutes of 1981). The Legislature accordingly finds that: 

0) Assembly Bill 300 (Chapter 537 of the Statutes of 1981) was placed on the 
ballot for the June 1982 primary election and was disapproved by the voters 
pursuant to Section 9 of Article II of the California Constitution and is therefore of 
no force and effect. 

(2) This chapter is essentially different from that rejected by the voters and fully 
complies with the requirements of the California and United States Constitutions. 
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AND EQUALIZATION DISTRICTS 

(3) Passage of this redistricting plan in this form is necessary in order to oomply 
with the requirements of the California and United States Constitutions with regard 
to the equal protection of the laws, the decennial redistricting of the Assembly, the 
contiguity of districts, the consecutive numbering of districts from north to south, 
and the geographical integrity of cities, counties, and regions. 

If any census tract, block, block group, or enumeration district is omitted, listed 
more than once, or is only partially provided for, it is the intent of the Legislature 
that the districts be defined in such a manner as to not omit any area of California 
from a district and to oomply with the standard of Article XXI of the California 
Constitution requiring that districts be reasonably equal. In order to carry out the 
intent of the Legislature as expressed in these sections, the Secretary of State shall 
undertake necessary measures to insure compliance with this section. 

(Added by Slals.1983, c. 8, §4.1sl. Ex. Sess.) 

30011. Assembly Districts. 
EDITORIAL NOTE: The lext of Ihis section has been eliminated. For complete informa

tion, refer to a copy of the statute. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 8, §4. lsi. Ex. Sess.) 

Chapter 3. Senate Districts 

30020. Intent of Legislature. 
It is the intent of the Legislature in the enactment of this chapter to implement 

the provisions of Article XXl of the California Constitution. 
If any census tract, block, block group, or enumeration district is omitted, listed 

more than once, or is only partially provided for, it is the intent of the Legislature 
that the districts be defined in a manner as to not omit any area of California from 
a district and to comply with the standard of Article XXI of the California Consti
tution requiring that districts be reasonably equal. 

(Added by Slals.1983, c. 8, §6. 1st. Ex. Sess.) 

30020.5. Changes in boundaries. 
Each house of the Legislature shall be a proper party to, and, if not originally 

named as a party, shall have the right to intervene in, any action involving the 
validity or application of any statute which provides for changes in the boundaries 
of any legislative districts of Members of that particular house. 

(Added by Slats. 1983, c. 8, §6. 1st. Ex. Sess.) 

30021. Definition of terms and abbreviations used within chapter. 
For purposes of this chapter, references to "CT" or "CTs" shall mean "census 

tract" and "census tracts", respectively, and references to "ED" or "EOs" shall 
mean "enumeration district" or "enumeration districts", respectively, as those 
demographic units are established by the United States Bureau of the Census for 
the 1980 census as described by maps and publications of the bureau. References 
to "Block Group" and "Blocks", respectively, refer to those demographic units as 
established by the United States Census Bureau for the 1980 census as described 
by maps and publications of the bureau. 

In addition, and for the purposes of this chapter, references to ''boundaries'' or 
"city limits", respectively, shall refer to the boundaries or limits of the particular 
city as they existed on April 1, 1980, except as is otherwise expressly provided. 

Any maps describing the boundaries of the districts, as contained in this 
division, which have been prepared by the Legislature or a committee of the 
Legislature in connection with the enactment of this division may be deposited with 
the Secretary of State in order to illustrate the boundary lines set forth in this 
division. Maps deposited with the Secretary of State pursuant to this section may 
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Chapter 4. Congressional Districts 30041. 

be used by the Secretary of State and the several county clerks for purposes of 
assisting in the interpretation of this division and to facilitate the Secretary of State 
and the county clerks in their administrative functions involved in the conduct of 
elections . 

(AJf.ded by 5tats. 1983, c. 8, §6. 1st. Ex. sess.) 

30022. Senate Districts. 
EDITORIAL NOTE: The text of this section has been eliminated. For complete informa

tion, refer to a copy of the statute. 

(AJf.ded by 5tats.1983, c. 8, §6.1st. Ex. sess.) 

Chapter 4. Congressional Districts 

30030. Intent of Legislature. 
It is the intent of the Legislature in the enactment of this chapter to implement 

the United States constitutional mandate as set forth in Section 2 of Article I and 
the provisions of Article XXI of the California Constitution. 

(AJf.ded by stats. 1983, c. 6, §3. 1st. Ex. sess.) 

30031. Definitions of terms and abbreviations used within Chapter. 
For purposes of this chapter, references to "CT" shall mean "census tract," and 

references to "Ed" or "Eds" shall mean "enumeration district" or "enumeration 
districts", respectively, as those demographic units are established by the United 
States Bureau of the Census for the 1980 census as described by maps and publica
tions of the bureau. 

References to "Block Group" and "Blocks", respectively, shall mean those 
demographic units as established by the United States Bureau of the Census for the 
1980 census as described by maps and publications of the Bureau. 

In addition, and for purposes of this chapter, references to "city boundaries", 
"city limits", or "boundaries of the town", respectively, shall refer to the bounda
ries or limits of the particular city or town as they existed on April 1, 1980, except 
as is otherwise expressly provided. Reference to a city or town shall refer to the 
particular incorporated municipality provided for herein. 

(AJf.ded by 5tats.1983, c. 6, §3. 1st. Ex. 5ess.) 

30032. Congressional Districts. 
EDITORIAL NOTE: The text of this section has been eliminated. For complete informa

tiOrl, refer to a copy of the statute. 

(AJf.ded by 5tats.1983, c. 6, §3.1st. Ex. 5ess.) 

Chapter 5. Equalization Districts 

30040. Equalization Districts; definition of terms. 
The state is divided into four equalization districts designated and constituted 

as provided in this chapter in accordance with Section 1 of Article XXI of the 
Constitution. 

For purposes of this chapter, any reference to "census tracts" means that 
demographic unit as established by the United States Bureau of the Census for the 
1980 census, as described by maps and publications of the bureau. 

(AJf.ded by Stats. 1983, c. 6, §5.1st. Ex. sess.) 

30041. First Equalization District. 
The First Equalization District shall consist of the following whole counties: 
Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, 

El Dorado, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, Marin, Mendocino, Modoc, Napa, 
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Nevada, Placer i Plumas, Sacramento, Santa Clara, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, 
Sonoma, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba 

(Added by 5tats. 1983, c. 6, §5. 1st. Ex. 5ess.) 

30042. Second Equalization District. 
The Second Equalization District shall consist of the following whole counties: 
Fresno, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Santa Barbara, San Benito, Santa 

Cruz, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Stanislaus, Tulare, 
Ventura, Monterey 
together with the part of Los Angeles County contained within the following whole 
census tracts: 

1011 through 1436.02, inclusive; 1438.01 through 1439.02, inclusive; 2611.01 
through 2674.02, inclusive; 2679; 2714; 2721; 2731 through 2739, inclusive; 3201 
through 3203, inclusive; 7006 through 7023, inclusive; 8001 through 9203.23; inclu
sive; and 9302. 

(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 6, §5.1st. Ex. 5ess.) 

30043. Third Equalization District. 
The Third Equalization District shall consist of the following whole counties: 
Imperial. Inyo, Kern, Mono, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego 
(Added by 5tats.1983, c. 6, §5. 1st. Ex. 5ess.) 

30044. Fourth Equalization District. 
The Fourth Equalization District shall consist of the part of Los Angeles County 

not contained within the Second Equalization District. 
(Added by 5tats. 1983, c. 6, §5. 1st. Ex. 5ess.) 
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Chapter 1. Supervisorial Districts 35004. 

DIVISION 19. REAPPORTIONMENT OF 
ELECTION DISTRICTS OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS 
Chapter 1. Supervisorial Districts 

35000. Equal in population. 
Following each decennial federal census, and using that census as a basis, the 

board shall adjust the boundaries of any or all of the supervisorial districts of the 
county so that the districts shall be as nearly equal in population as may be and 
shall comply with the applicable provisions of Section 1973 ofTitIe42 of the United 
States Code, as amended. In establishing the boundaries of the districts the board 
may give consideration to the following factors: (a) topography, (b) geography, (c) 
cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compactness of territory, and (d) commu
nity of interests of the districts. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 1477, §1.J 

35001. Time of boundary adjustment. 
The boundaries of the supervisorial districts shall be adjusted by the board 

before the first day of November of the year following the year in which each 
decennial federal census is taken. If the board fails to adjust the boundaries before 
the first day of November following the year in which the federal census is taken, 
a supervisorial redistricting commissionshall doso before the31st day of December 
of the same year. The adjustment of the district boundaries shall be immediately 
effective the same as if the act of the supervisorial redistricting commission were 
an ordinance of the board, subject, however, to the same provisions of referendum 
as apply to ordinances of the board. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §1.J 

35002. Composition of supervisorial redistricting commission. 
The supervisorial redistricting commission shall be composed of the district 

attorney, who shall be chairman, the county assessor, and the county clerk if he is 
elected by the qualified electors of the county, or, if not, the county superintendent 
of schools if he is elected by the qualified electors of the county, or, if not, the sheriff. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §1.) 

35003. County census. 
At any time between the decennial adjustments of district boundaries, the board 

may cause a census of the county to be taken as provided in Section 26203 of the 
Government Code, and may adjust the boundaries of the supervisorial districts on 
the basis of that census, or on the basis of population estimates prepared by the 
State Department of Finance or the county planning department or planning 
commission, pursuant to Section 35000. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §1.J 

35004. Action against redistricting. 
Any person claiming that the estimates of population used in the redistricting 

pursuant to Section 35003 do not reflect the current population within the district 
boundaries more accurately than the most recent census data, may commence an 
action in the superior court in declaratory relief to determine that fact. Such an 
action shall be brought within 30 days after the adoption of the redistricting 
ordinance. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §1.J 
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35005. Appointment of advisory committee. 
The board may appoint a committee composed of residents of the county to 

study the matter of changing the boundaries of the supervisorial districts. The 
committee shall make its report to the board of its findings on the need for change 
of boundaries, and the recommended changes, within six months after the final 
population figures determined in each federal decennial census have been released, 
but in any event not later than August 1st of the year following the year in which 
the census is taken. Recommendations of the committee are advisory only. 

(Added by Siais. 1979, c. 546, §1,) 

35006. Effect on existing supervisorial tenn of office. 
The term of office of any supervisor who has been elected and whose tenn of 

office has not expired shall not be affected by any change in the boundaries of the 
district from which he or she was elected. 

At the first election for county supervisors in each county following adjustment 
of the boundaries of supervisorial districts, a supervisor shall be elected for each 
district under the readjusted district plan that has the same district number as a 
district whose incumbent's term is due to expire. 

A change in the boundaries of a supervisorial district shall not be made within 
45 days before the first day for circulating nomination papers for an election of 
supervisors in the county or between the direct primary election and the general 
election. 

(Amended by Stals. 1980, c. 1287, §16,) 

Chapter 2. City Election Districts 

Article 1. General Law Cities 

35100. Application of article. 
This article applies only to general law cities electing members of the legislative 

body by districts or from districts, as defined in Section 34871 of the Government 
Code. 

(Added by Slats. 1979, c. 546, §1,) 

35101. Adjustment of councilmanic districts. 
Following each decennial federal census, and using that census as a basis, the 

council shall, by ordinance or resolution, adjust the boundaries of any or all of the 
councilmanic districts of the city so that the districts shall be as nearly equal in 
population as may be and shall comply with the applicable provisions of Section 
1973 of Title 42 of the United States Code, as amended. In establishing the bounda
ries of the districts the council may give consideration to the following factors: (a) 
topography, (b) geography, (c) cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compact
ness of territory, and (d) community of interests of the districts. 

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c.1477, §2.J 

35102. Time of boundary adjustments. 
The boundaries of the councilmanic districts shall be adjusted by the council 

before the first day of November of the year following the year in which each 
decennial federal census is taken. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 34870) 
of Chapter 7 of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 4 of the Government Code, if the council 
fails to adjust the boundaries prior to the 90th day before the final date for 
registration of electors for an election of councilmen in the ci ty, each councilman 
to be elected at that eleclion and at any succeeding election shall have the qualifi
cations required by Section 34883 of the government code, but shall be elected at 
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Chapter 2. City Election Districts 35150. 

large. Councilmen shall continue to be so elected until the council adjusts the 
boundaries of the districts. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §l.J 

35103. Action due to annexation. 
If at any time between each decennial federal census, a city annexes territory or 

consolidates with another city, the legislative body of the city annexing the territory 
or the legislative body of the consolidated city, shall reexamine the boundaries of 
its councilmanic districts after the first census is taken or the first current population 
estimates are obtained, following such annexation or consolidation. 

If upon reexamination, the legislative body finds that the population of any 
councilmanic district has varied so that the districts no longer meet the criteria 
specified in Section 35101, the legislative body shall, within 60 days after such 
census is taken, or current population estimate received, by ordinance or resolution, 
adjust the boundaries of any or all of the councilmanic districts of the city so that 
the districts shall be as nearly equal in population as may be. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §1.! 

35104. Action against redistricting. 
Any person claiming that the estimates of population used in the redistricting 

pursuant to Section 35103 do not reflect the current population within the district 
boundaries more accurately than the most recent census data, may commence an 
action in the superior court in declaratory relief to determine that fact. Such an 
action shall be brought within 42 days after the adoption of the redistricting 
ordinance or resolution. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, c. 1254, §l.J 

35105. Appointment of advisory committee. 
The council may appoint a committee composed of ~esidents of the city to study 

the matter of changing the boundaries of the councilmanic districts. The committee 
shall make its report to the council of its findings on the need for change of 
boundaries, and the recommended changes by the first day of August of the year 
following the year in which the decennial federal census is taken. Recommenda
tions of the committee are advisory only. 

(Added by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §lJ 

35106. Effect on existing councilmanic terms of office. 
The term of office of any councilman who has been elected and whose term of 

office has not expired shall not be affected by any change in the boundaries of the 
district from which he was elected. 

(b) At the first election for councilman in each city following adjustment of the 
boundaries of councilmanic districts, a councilman shall be elected for each district 
under the readjusted district plan that has the same district number as a district 
whose incumbent's tenn is due to expire. 

(c)Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, a change in the bounda
ries of a councilmanic district shall not be made within 90 days prior to the final 
date of voter registration for an election of councilmen in the city or between the 
municipal primary election and the general municipal election. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, c. 546, §l.J 

Article 2. Chartered Cities 

35150. Members elected by district. 
If the members of the governing body of a chartered city are nominated or 

elected "by districts" or "from districts," as defined in Section 34871 of the 
Government Code, upon the initial establishment thereof, such districts shall be as 
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35150. DIVISION 19. REAPPORTIONMENT OF ELECTION 
DISTRICTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

nearly equal in population as may be according to the latest federal decennial 
census or, if the city's charter so provides, according to the federal mid-decade 
census or the official census of the city, as provided for pursuant to Chapter 17 
(commencing with Section 40200) of Part 2 of Division 3 of Title 4 of the Government 
Code, as the case may be. After the initial establishment of such districts, the 
districts shall continue to be as nearly equal in population as may be according to 
the latest federal decennial census or, if authorized by the charter of the city, 
according to the federal mid-decade census. 

Added by 5IaI5.1979, c. 546, §1.J 
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California Code of Regulations 
Title 2. Administration 

DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 
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DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 
Chapter 1. Voter Registration 

Article 1. Access to Voter Registration Infonnation 

19001. Definitions. 

As used in this Article, the following words have the following meanings: 
(a) "Person'" includes any person, firm, association, organization, partnership, 

business trust, corporation or company. 
(b) "Registration information" means all information maintained in the general 

index to the affidavits of registration whether set forth on electronic data processing 
tapes or tabulating cards pursuant to Elections Code Section 607 or in indices of 
registered voters pursuant to Elections Code Section 607 and includes all infonna
tion partially or solely derived from the aforementioned information, wheth~r 
displayed, transmitted or stored in any format or on any media whatsoever. 

(d "A registration record" means the information or any portion thereof, set 
forth in an affidavit of registration executed by any person pursuant to Division 1, 
Chapter 2 of the Elections Code. 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 19005. 

(d) "Source Agency" means Secretary of State or local agency or person depu
tized by the state or local agency which maintains registration information. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 12172, Government Code. Reference: Section 607, 
Elections Code. 

19002. Use of Registration Information; Limitations. 
Registration information obtained by any person from a source agency shall be 

used solely for election and governmental purposes. 

19003. Permissible Uses. 
Permissible uses of information obtained from a source agency shall include, 

but shall not be limited to, the following: 
(a) Using registration information for purposes of communicating with voters 

in connection with any election. 
(b) Sending communications, including but not limited to, mailings which 

campaign for or against any candidate or ballot measure in any election. 
(c) Sending communications, including but not limited to, mailings by or in 

behalf of any political party; provided however, that the content of such commu
nications shall be devoted to news and opinions of candidates, elections, political 
party developments and related matters. 

(d) Sending communications, including but not limited to, mailings, incidental 
to the circulation or support of, or opposition to any recall, initiative, or referendum 
petition. 

(e) Sending of newsletters or bulletins by any elected public official, political 
party or candidate for public office. 

{O Conducting any survey of voters in connection with any election campaign. 
(g) Conducting any survey of opinions of voters by any government agency, 

political party, elected official or political candidate for election or governmental 
purposes. 

(h) Conducting an audit of voter registration lists for the purpose of detecting 
voter registration fraud. 

(i) Soliciting contributions or services as part of any election campaign on behalf 
of any candidate for public office or any political party or in support of or opposition 
to any ballot measure. 

(j) Any official use by any local, state, or federal governmental agency. 

19004. Impennissible Uses. 
The following uses of registration information obtained from a source agency 

shall be deemed other than for election and governmental purposes: 
(a) Any communication or other use solely or partially for any commercial 

purpose. 
(b) Solicitation of contributions or services for any purpose other than on behalf 

of a candidate or political party or in support of or opposition to a ballot measure . 
(c) Conducting any survey of opinions of voters other than those permitted by 

Sections 19003(0 and (g). 

19005. Prior Written Authorization. 
No person who obtains registration information from a source agency shall 

make any such information available under any terms, in any format, or for any 
purpose to, any person without receiving prior written authorization from the 
source agency. The source agency shall issue such authorization only after the 
person to receive such information has executed the written agreement set forth in 
Section 19008. 
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19006. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

19006. Charges; Deposits. 

The source agency may designate the price which is to be charged for the use of 
such registration information. The source agency may also require the payment of 
a deposit or the execution of a bond to cover the costs of supplying such registration 
information. 

19007. Penalties. 

Every person, who directly or indirectly obtains registration information from 
a source agency, shall be liable to the State ofCaliforrua, as a penalty for any use of 
said registration information which is not authorized by Section 607 of the Elections 
Code and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, for an amount equal to 
the sum of $.50 multiplied by the number of registration records which such person 
used in an unauthorized manner. Unauthorized use byany applicant of any portion 
of the information obtained pursuant to this Chapter shall raise a presumption that 
all such information obtained by such applicant was so misused. Illustration: X 
Data Corp. obtains registration information from a source agency and uses this 
information to address a commercial mailing to 10,000 voters. Under the provision 
of this section, X Data Corp. is obligated to pay the State of California the sum of 
$5000, which constitutes the sum of $.50 multiplied by 10,000, the number of 
registration records which were used in an unauthorized manner. 

19008. Application. 
Every applicant shall execute and deliver to the source agency the following 

application: 
APPUCATION 

Name of Applicant: 
Address of Applicant: 
(If committee, state name of beneficiary) 

The above-named applicant, hereby applies to the Secretary of State of the State 
of California, directly or through a source agency, for: 
_____ electronic data processing tapes 
_____ indices of registered voters 
____ pages of addressograph lists 

The applicant hereby agrees that the aforementioned information set forth in 
affidavits of registration of voters and any information derived from said tabulating 
cards, electronic data processing tapes and indices (hereinafter collectively referred 
to as "registration information") will be used only for election or governmental 
purposes, as defined by Title 2, Division 7, Article 1, Section 19003 of the California 
Administrative Code. 

The applicant further agrees not to sell, lease, loan or deliver possession of the 
registration information, or a ropy thereof, or any portion thereot to any person, 
organization or agency without receiving written authorization to do so from the 
Secretary of State or from the source agency. 

Subject to provisions of Title 2, Division 7, Article 1, Sections 19001 through 
19007 of the California Administrative Code, the applicant agrees to pay the State 
of California, as compensation for any unauthorized use of each individual's 
registration information, an amount equal to the sum of $.50 multiplied by the 
number of times each registration record is used by the applicant in an unauthor
ized manner. 
Date: ___ _ 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 19050.6. 

19009. Submissions to Secretary of State. 
The Secretary 01 State may require that the applicant submit to the Secretary 01 

State a copy 01 all mailings conducted by the applicant pursuant to this Chapter. 

Article 2. Postal Registration of Voters 

Foreword 

These regulations are promulgated under authority vested in the Secretary of 
State by the Calilornia Legislature in Chapter 704 01 the 1975-76 Regular Session. 
They may be cited as the Voter Registration Regulations. 

19050. Voter Registration Card; Format. 
The multipart voter registration card mandated by Elections Code Sections 506, 

102 and 507 shall be substantially in the lormat set lorth in Section 19055. 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 506, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 506,102,507, 

Elections Code. 

19050.5. Place of Execution. 
An electors registration as a voter is valid notwithstanding the failure to 

complete the place of execution portion of the Voter Registration Card. It shall not 
be inferred from this regulation that failure to complete other portions of the Voter 
Registration Card necessarily invalidates or does not invalidate that elector's 
registration as a voter. 

NOTE: Authority cited for Sections 19050.5-19050.7: Statutes 1975, Chapter 1119, 
Section 4. Reference: Sections 19055 (a) (1) and 19055 (a) (3), Title 2, California Adminis
trative Code; Section SOD, Elections Code. 

19050.6. Requirements for Valid Registration. 
In the event that the county clerk receives an affidavit of registration that does 

not include portions of the information for which space is provided, the county 
clerk or registrar of voters shall apply the following rebuttable presumptions: 

(a) If no middle name or initial is shown, it shall be assumed that none exists. 

(b) If no occupation is shown, it shall be presumed that the person is unemployed 
or has no occupation. 

(c) If no· party affiliation is shown, it shall be assumed that the registrant has 
"declined to state" a party affiliation. 

(d) If the year 01 birth is omitted, it shall be presumed that the year 01 birth was 
eighteen years or more prior to the date of the next succeeding election, in accord
ance with the voter's statement under penalty of perjury that he or she will be 
eighteen years of age at the time of the next election. 

(e) If no prior registration is shown, it shall be presumed that the person is not 
registered to vote in California. 

An elector's affidavit of registration as a voter shall be valid notwithstanding 
the failure to complete the information to which the above presumptions apply, 
absent evidence rebutting the presumption. 

(f) If the date of execution is omitted but: 

(1) the affidavit is received in the office of the county clerk, on or before the 
29th day prior to the election; or 

(2) the registration alfidavit is postmarked on or belore the 29th day prior to 
the election and arrives in the office of the county clerk not later than four days after 
the 29th day, it shall be presumed that the affidavit was executed on or before the 
29th day prior to the election. 
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19050.7. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

19050.7. Receipt of Affidavit of Registration. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, a registration affidavit delivered to the 

county clerk shall be deemed to have been received for all purposes: 
(a) On the date it actually arrives in the office of the county clerk authorized to 

receive registration affidavits, if subdivision (b) does not apply; or 
<b) On the 29th day prior to an election scheduled to be held in the county in 

which the affiant resides, provided that the affidavit arrives after the 29th day prior 
to such election and: 

(1) The registration affidavit was postmarked on or before said 29th day and 
arrives in the office of the county clerk to whom it is addressed not later than four 
days after said 29th day; or 

(2) If the registration affidavit does not bear a postmark date, the registration 
affidavit was executed by the voter on or before said 29th day and arrives by mail 
in the office of the county clerk to whom it is addressed not later than four days 
after said 29th day. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Government Code. Reference: Section 300 et 
seq., Elections Code. 

19052. Official Affidavits. 
Only those affidavits of registration provided by the Secretary of State through 

the county clerks shall be used for the registration of voters pursuant to Elections 
Code Section 301. Such voter registration cards shall not be altered, defaced, or 
changed in any way. other than by the insertion of a mailing address and the 
affixing of postage, if mailed, or as othenvise specifically authorized by the Secre
tary of State, prior to distribution to prospective registrants, nor shall the affidavit 
portion of the voter registration cards be marked, stamped, or partially or fully 
completed by anyone other than an elector attempting to register to vote or by 
another person assisting such elector after being requested by such elector to assist 
in completing the affidavit. 

19053. Ninety Day Request Period for Shipments. 
The forms prescribed by Elections Code Sections 500, 506, and 508 shall be 

supplied by the Secretary of State to the county clerks as requested by the clerks 
ninety days prior to the desired date of receipt. 

19055. Voter Registration Card. 
<a) Postal Forms. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT IN INK: Read indructions and information carefully. Only your "signaturo" "'auld be written. 

PRIOR RE~STRATION PORTION: If you ore preMlntly registered to vote in California and ore cha~inQ your name, odeI,.u. or 
political party offiliotion, fill out rhe Prior Registration Portion of 'he Affidavit giving the nome, oddreu. and party affiliation 
unde, which you ore now regiltet'ed. 

OPTIONAL: You will not be deni,.d your righ' 10 register if you fail to give infonnation in Ihoded areas. If you give your 
t.lephone number it will be ported outside polling place on .Ieclion day. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Some of rt-.e requested information in rhe AAldavit above i. self e.planatory. but special instruction. 
ort! listed b.low for only those item. which require mot. detailed inmuf;tion. 
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at slip number, North, So",th, Eost, West, (if appropriate): 
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nome of on "'nqualified porty after "Other" or "Decline to 
Store" b",t yo'" will nof be .ntirled to 'tOt. the &allot of a 
Ql.IOlified Political Party in any Primary Election ",nleu 
yo", dole yo",r affiliatiOft with rhot party on the Affidavit. 

11. Yo",r telephone ond IOcio! socurity numbers are optional. 
Yout tOCiol IoeCUrity number it IOlicited by authority of 
Section 310(0), ColifOfnia Elections Code, and will be 
used only by .Iection ofRcials ta maintain the occurocy 
and intevrity of the re-giSh"otion recOfds. 

13. After (ompleting Affidavit (and Prior ReVistra'ion Portion 
if applicable) sign and Vive ,h. date and ploce (county) 
of execution. 

14. If anyone oUoist, you in completing Affidovit rhcrt penon 
shall llign ond dol. the Affidavit below your ~, 

15. Check the be. in block 15 jf you requite ossIstonc. at the 
polls. 
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15. f'ortpo _ X en ., espacia prec.denf. Ii llee.Ufo o.,uJo 
en /0 COMtCl' de ,olocidn. 
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REGISTER 

VOTER INFORMATION 

1. You m"," be a citizen of the United Siale. and 18 yeor, 
of oge or o •• r to ,"Ole. 

2. I" orde, to .ole in any lpecific ele<rion you mu" bet 
r~ille,.d 29 daYI prior 10 thot election. (Eauptlon, Ne ... 
California te~dentl may 'late for PreJidenl and VICe P,.sl. 
denl if they ,~ill.r on or before the MY,nth day prio, 
to a ",.,identiol .Iection.) 

3. You should not coniider younelf ''"iIis'ered until you 
rece-i .. e a Voter Notification Cord by r.turn moil. YOur 
regillTotion ... i11 become eflecti". upon fl'Ceipt by the 
County Clerk or Registror 01 Voler .. If you rev;"" in 
pe1'1oOfI. you may immediately conl.ider you,MIf registered. 

•. If you rr-gid.r by moil Gnd do NOT recei", a Vole, 
Notificotioll Cord within two weeki, call the "!,Imber lided 
!M1o .... 

S. If yOu cue unobl. to go to your polling ploce on e'-ction 
doy, conloct your County Clerk or Re<Ji"ror to ,equest all 
Abwllt Voter &ollot. 

r - - - -
TO VOTE 

, 
INFORMACION PARA EL VOTANTE 

I. 'orG __ otOt Ud. deb. I.t ciudodemc de 10. fdoclo,·Unidos 
r I.tlltt 18 onos de edod a mllh. 

2. 'oro __ alar etl UtlO .Ieccitm d.'.rm;nodo Ud. debe de 
hobetle empodrotlodo 29 diGS anI,s d. 10 e/.cdOn. (Ex· 
cepci6n: tos ,.sid.tllts IIU. __ OI .11 (GIi'orllio poI.dell __ of or 
flO' .1 presidetl'. y ,I --;etr..,ioent. Ii I. empod,onoton 
el I4ptimo dlo 0 ontts de a .lecciOn p,e.idenciol.) 

3. Ulled no puede conlio"o"e empodronodto hcuto que uded 
,eocibo uno TOtj.'o d, Notification 01 Volont. por corrltO. 
Su .mpodronomi.tllo .Jlo e'",j __ o 01 OCUIO o. ftcibo pol 

elllo Se<teforio(o} de' (OtlOOOO 0 Reginrom. de Vololltel. 
Si ufled I. empodrono .n p.nono. inmediolGmenfe puede 
COfllid.tOtl. empodronodo . 

4. Si UO. se empodrono pot corr.o y NO ,ecib. uno 10rjefO 
de Notilicaci6n 01 VotOtl'. d.""o o. 00 ••• motlOI, 110m. 
01 tlum.to ;tldicooo obojo. 

.1. Si tlO puede i, a 1o cOI.lo oe __ otoci6n el dia de 10 
elecci6n. comuniqu.Je can elllo Ster.,orio(o' 0.' Condado 
o fmpodronodor para ,olicilor uno '0/010 de Volonle 
AUI."". 

Tel.fono: 

r - -
0 

'" " 
e ~ 

it < 
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19055. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

(5) Reverse Side of Spanish Instructions (sent to voter upon verbal or written 
request). 
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.L 
\) 
'C! 
1.:< 

S-12 

!!! 
at: 

" " .: 
at: ... 
~ 
at: 

!2 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I ., 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



- - - - -
'"NT IN IHl-ne'"A 'N In .. Of .IooIOIDf lH TIN"" 

w 

- - -
W4lNINC;, , ....... l. ~oA.l>Ie '" ;"""i_'" ;., So... ..i_ .. _ 
.... ,_' ___ ..... 14 .... ' 

IU '._1 C_. tillS." Ci.iI "-. 

-

"'101 REGISTRATION PORtiON: PORtiON DE P$I[.[MPADIOfWlIENTO, 
An ,.~ ....... ..., t.t;""." .. _-' 

-

--

., ... N .• ~,.~ __ ..... , ..,--."'., 0 YIt1--Si o No 
(II TIS. M ;"....... Sf ell_I .... ,.n. ... .I.. ~ ....... ;.) 

(;..,-(1..-1" 

IA999999 
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VOTER INFORMATION 
IMPORTANT INfORMATION 

In order to \<01' yev ml,llt be 18 yeon of oge. 0 citiun. and 
ItO' in prilOft Of Of' poro" fO( rhe COf'lvidiOf'l of a f.lony. 

You "'..,,, be '~iJlet'tod 29 doys b.for. ony .IKIion 10 "ote 
In it. 

If you r~ill" in pttton, your reogidrolion i. .fflKtiv, 
immediately. 

If you do NOT tlKei"l 0 Vol" Notificotiotl Cord wilhjn two 
w .. h of ,~b"ri"g. call (80.5) 861·2621. 

, 
IN,OIMACION IMPOaTANTI 

,"oro "oIat. Uri. deb. '.n.,. 18 0"'" d • .dod, .... ciudoJoftO. 
., no ,Jlor ,."0 tI; .n lib.rlod pr";.fona' por '-obw lido 
l,nte,";ioJo por un crime,. d. "It d.lito grO'O'l. 

Debe ,dot .mpodtonoclo 29 Jia. !;Inte. d. 10 .,Hci6n pora 
pod ... .. oIOt. 

51 Uti. " .mpadrono '" potr._. ilwMdialo_"" ptHfl. 
(onsiderofl' .mpadroltodo. 

Si Uri. NO ""b. ",no ,o'i"o d. HdillcociOn d. Volant. 
G.n'ro d. do. HmOnc,.. llam. 01 (.a5) 361.ml, 

Addr ... - Domicilio 

City - C'udad County - Condodo 

PoNlJcal Affiliotion - A.lil_iOn ",tmco DaN-IlKho 

ACCI. No. 
NUm d. (u.nto A 9 9 9 9 9 9 

a - - - - .. - - - -
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 19058. 

19056. Card Dimensions. 
Dimensions of voter registration card shall be 5" x 8" x .001", 

19057. Reporting Requirement. 
County clerks shall send to the Secretary of State regular reports on the numbers 

of affidavits processed and the total numbers of active affidavits on file. Such 
reports shall be sent at the following times: 

(a) No fewer than 30 days prior to the primary election. 
(b) No fewer than 7 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters 

who registered after the 54th day before the election. 
(c) No fewer than 30 days prior to the general election. 
(d) No fewer than 7 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters who 

registered after the 54th day before the election. 
(e) On or before February 1 of each odd-numbered year. 
(f) On or before May 1 of each odd-numbered year. 
(g) On or before October 1 of each odd-numbered year. 

19058. Voter Notification Card. 
The voter notification card specified in Elections Code Section 314, subdivisions 

(d) and (e) shall conform to the following format: 

VOTER NOTIFICA liON CARD 

TARJETA DE NOnFlCACION AL VOTANTE 

You ar. h.r.by In'onnR tha' you 
ar. r-vtit.r.d to vo,. and may vat. 
'n any .I.etlon h.ld 29 or more day. 
aft.r the dote .hown on the rey.rH 
sid. of thl. card. Your nama will ap
pear on the inde. kepi 01 the poll •. 

Par e.le .e Ie Informa que el16 em
podronodo para volar y puede valor 
en c:uolquler elecc:l6n 29 a m6. dial 
despu6. d. 10 fecha Indlcada 01 ,e
Vena do ello toriela. $u nomb,o 
oporecor6 on et Indico enconlrado 
en 10 calota de votacl6n. 

VOTER NOTIFICA nON CARD 

TARJETA DE NOTIFICACI6N AL VOTANTE 

This certlfie. thot the penon whoso namo ap
peon on thlt card wa. regl.tered to vote on 
the date .hown on the raYeno side. 

E.,1i el para conflnn.ar quo 10 pel'lOnQ ins
erito 01 revel'lO do .110 tarieta so ho ompa
dronado en 10 fecho lndicada on 10 mllma. 

S-15 

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON 
ELECTION DAY 

ACU!RDESE DE IR A 

VOTAR EL DrA DE 
LAS ElECCIONES 



19058. 

DEAR elECTOR, 

YOU ARE REGISTERED 
TO VOTE EFFECTIVE, 

UD. ESTA EMPADRONADO 
PARA VOTAR EFECTIVO, 

_______ mo/day/yoar 

mel/c/io/ana 

YOU MAY VOTE AT 
elECTIONS ON OR AFTER, 

PUEDE VOTAR EN 
ELECCIONES DES DE EL, 

_______ mo/doy/yeor 

mel/di%na 

REFER TO THIS IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER IF YOU CAll OR WRITE 
CONCERNING YOUR REGISTRA
TION, 

REFit RASE A ESTE NUMERO DE 
IDENTIFICACION SI LLAMA 0 
ESCRIBE ACERCA DE SU EMPA
DRONAMIENTO 

DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

COUNTY CLERK D 
ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 

Addreu Correction Requeded 
Return p.,lloge Guaranteed 

DO NOT FORWARD 

Signature of VOler-Firmo ael Volonl • 

5-16 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 20001. 

19059. Languages. 
The forms prescribed in Section 19055 shall be printed in the following lan

guages: 
(a) Monolingual English versions 
(b) Bilingual versions 

(1) English-Spanish 
(2) English-Chinese 

Article 3. County Programs to Identify and Register Qualified Electors 

20000. General. 
All counties shall design and implement programs intended to identify qualified 

electors who are not registered voters, and to register such persons to vote, 
hereinafter referred to as outreach programs. 

NOTE: Authority cited Jor Article 3 (Sections 20000-2(006): Section 202, Elections 
Code. Reference: Section 202, Elections Code. 

20001. Minimum Requirements. 
As a minimum, each county's outreach program shall contain the following 

components which shall be described in an outreach program plan: 
(a) Consultation. Each program shall indude systematic effort by the derk to 

consult on a continuing basis all persons who exhibit interest and special knowl
edge in any outreach methods contemplated by the clerk. This effort shall include, 
but not be limited to, a gathering of source lists of persons whose interest, knowl
edge, or experience suggests the potential for meaningful contribution to increased 
voter registrations in the county. 

(b) Publicity. Each program shall make specific provision for publicity on all 
phases of voter registration, induding the training and deputizing of registrars. 

(c) Focus; Balance. Each program shall establish priorities for the direction of its 
outreach efforts. These priorities shall reflect the clerk's assessment as to which 
specific outreach methods will be the most cost-effective in the county. Each plan 
shall be reasonably balanced in the allocation of outreach efforts and resources 
among the major pools of unregistered voters. 

(d) Budget. Each program shall include a budget with sections for personnel, 
equipment and materials for each outreach effort proposed. 

(e) Schedule. Each program shall contain a schedule of critical dates and dead
lines associated with each outreach effort proposed. This schedule shall be sup
ported by contractual and voluntary commitments, if any, from those responsible 
for providing products or services to meet these dates. 

(f) Solicitation of Local Assistance. Each program shall provide for the solicita
tion of assistance from local offices of all levels of government and of private entities 
in providing the incidental use of their premises and/ or personnel for the purpose 
of outreach. The offices and entities whose assistance is solicited shall include those 
which, in the opinion of the county clerk, come into frequent contact with unregis
tered electors who would be least likely to register under county registration 
practices in effect prior to July 1, 1976. 

(g) Distribution Controls. Each program shall establish orderly limits upon bulk 
distributions of registration affidavit forms. Such controls should include, but not 
be limited to, record keeping, training, and contingency plans for form allocation 
in the event that supplies become depleted. 

All requests for more than 50 registration forms shall be accompanied by a brief 
statement of distribution plans, which shall be a necessary condition to issuance of 
the voter registration cards. This statement shall designate the name and address 

S-17 



20002. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

of the person or persons proposing such a distribution plan. This statement shall 
contain declarations executed under penalty of perjury that reasonable steps will 
be taken to insure that: 

(1) The person or persons distributing such cards to potential registrants will 
not neglect or refuse to give a voter registration card to any elector requesting one 
for the purpose of registering to vote; and 

(2) The voter registration cards issued will not be altered, defaced, or changed 
in any way, other than by the insertion of a mailing address and the affixing of 
postage, if mailed, or as otherwise specifically authorized by the Secretary of State, 
prior to distribution to prospective registrants and that the affidavit portion of the 
voter registration cards will not be marked, stamped, or partially or fully completed 
by anyone other than an elector attempting to register to vote or by another person 
assisting such elector after being requested by such elector to assist in completing 
the affidavit. 

A copy of all statements for requests exceeding 2000 forms shall be sent to the 
Secretary of State. 

20002. Program Emphasis. 
Each outreach program shall stress the solicitation of voter registrations by 

persons whose daily activities place them in frequent contact with potential regis
trants. 

Selection of outreach methods shall consider maximum cost-effectiveness in 
view of the population of unregistered electors intended to be reached. Selection 
of methodology shall consider not only the level of effort expended, but also the 
likelihood of actual registrations obtained thereby. 

Nothing in these regulations shall be construed to limit the use of deputy 
registrars of voters, including bilingual registrars, pursuant to Sections 302 and 303 
of the Elections Code. Outreach programs adopted pursuant to these regulations 
shall provide for the continued use of deputy registrars when a population of 
unregistered electors requires personal assistance in registration and the continued 
use of deputy registrars is therefore reasonably appropriate. 

Each county shall provide for the solicitation of registrations by personnel of 
state agencies, to the extent that the state agency has made its personnel available 
for an outreach program. 

20003. Submission of Plan for Outreach Program. 
No later than 20 days after the effective date of this Article, each county shall 

submit to the Secretary of State a plan describing its proposed outreach program. 
Each program shall be deemed to have met the minimum requirements if the 
Secretary of State has not interposed an objection within 21 days after such program 
has been submitted. 

20004. Evaluation. 
Annually in July, the Secretary of State will evaluate the county's program on 

the basis of two criteria: 
(a) adherence to the adopted plan for the meeting of minimum requirements. 

(b) effectiveness in terms of increase in number of registered voters over statis
tical! historical expecta tions. 

20005. Cost/Savings Comparison Reports. 
On or before August 31 of each year, the county shall report to the Secretary of 

State its actual net cost of complying with Chapter 704, Statutes of1975, as amended, 
including any program adopted pursuant to Section 304 of the Elections Code, for 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 20050. 

the immediately preceding fiscal year along with an estimated net cost for the 
forthcoming fiscal year. 

For the purposes of these regulations, net cost is defined as total cost as offset 
by any savings which may accrue as the result of Chapter 704, Statutes 1975, as 
amended. 

For the purposes of these regulations, a fiscal year is defined as the period of 
time from july 1 of the calendar year through june 30 of the following calendar year. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Statutes 1975, Chapter 1119, Section 4; Section 12172, 
Government Code. Reference: Statutes 1975, Chapter 704, Section 91. 

Article 4. Overseas Citizens Registration and Voting 

20050. Overseas Citizen Affidavit of Registration. 
The affidavit of registration for overseas citizens shall be in substantially the 

following form: 
NOTE: Authority and reference cited for Article 4 (Sections 20050 and 20051: Sections 

1304 and 1309, Elections Code. 
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WARNING: Perjury is punish"le by imprilOnment in Statl PfilOn 
tor l"""l, Ihrel, or lour yurl. 

I .1m .. cililen of 11'1. United SI.ttl fesiding Quhide the tlr,itori,l limiu 

~ 
~ flJ]"CLC'C'~'~A~d~d,=.c,.coC,"o~o=m~;,""O.";.~u'S"AC-------------------------1 
.1- . 

01 th' United SUIIS and Ii'll Oi~tiC1 of Columbi .. , ."d will be at 1'.11 
18 'II tars of q at thl lime 01 thl nUl ".ction. C.'ilo,ni, is my Int 
Itlte of domicihl, ,nd I do nol m.inl.in .. domicil. in .ny olh,r n.te. I 
ilm nol now registrred to 'lOt. in this st.u or .ny 011'1" lIate. I 1m '101 
r'quluing .. ballot from any oth,r stlte end will not 'lOll in any oth" 

City Counly Zip Codl ~~~n:~ :~:~~ ~~y~~~:e,~;~O:~I'e:,~:~7,~r7~'o"fO:~:'~~e~,~:;;~ ~ 
or in II'", t.rritory or POI~siOn of 11'1, United StatH. I h ....... v,lid 0 
~u.PO" or card of identity ,nd r~j,trlljon issued under the .lutl'lorhy ,. 
of th,S.Cfl!tUyof Stll •. 1 1m not currenlly impriloOntd or on PII,ol. for ~ 
Ihl QOn\liClion 01 • 'ilony whiCh disqu.lilill me from \IOling. I certilv 
und., pen.lty of ·perJury Ihat Ihe inform.lion on Ihi, .ffidaY't i. !rue ~ 

'~~~~~~---------------~ i II M"ling Add,!n (outside USA) 

, 
f.';'~"d~'O.'"'''""'". ____________________________ -r __ =-________ ~~ IE! Signat ... ,. 0111 ~ 

~ : 
~1.1r~--cccoc--:--~-=------~~--------------------.r.I!I~·lss",;,""~.".";,"'~P"';'~;;"~A',~,"jlt,,;~",,"I;I';'"~'~I~-----------t--[o"·~'·;-------I~z~ fill St.te in USA or Fo,eign Country 01 Binh 

__ 0; 100.'.0' B,·n" Irr:l " I MIt (Enter Plinport Ot eard of idenlity .nd regiSltllion numbets h.,e, if .nyJ 

9 (month-dly-yea,) . . 
~ III Occupal!Qn 

~ 
ir.n~~~~~---~~~~------------------------------------~ ~ .. Pol't'ul p,rtv Ichlck one) FOR OFFICIAl. USE 

I American Independent Plrty 

I PI:)CI.nd F,ndom Plfty 

I R'pUblia" Party 
I OICli"IIO 51111 
I Olhe, _ ... __ .. _ .. _________ • ____ .. _ 

a - - - - - - - - -
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INSTRUCTIONS 

PLEASE TYPE OA PRINT IN INK: Reod '",m.dionlcnd information co",-"U)'. Only )'0\1' ",i;nglu"" 5ftould b<o ""'"en, aD oth., inl_"O<'Imould 
h. printed 01 typed. 

OPTIONAL: You ... iII not b. de.,;..,. yOUI' righl 10 '1IIi.t" if you loil to lIiu informolion in ,,"od.d C'cO, 

1. P,int y_ compr", I'IQ'-. A. ptel'., IMr., 101"., Min, M") ;. nol 
•• qui • ..:!, but if \,I1,d lhouId M pklced in the ,lIod,d 0'"', 

2. Print ,._10.1 compa. .... _rote odclr ... indudl"g Gry. Slo'I, ond Zip 
Cod •. Gr., the 11,_,. 'poon, or dip .. .....b. •. E"'t( th, 1"-1 nome 10 
il'N;lud. North, Soutt., EOII, Wu', if oP9"Qptia'e, gnd indice" wh.rIwo, 
;1 ;. celled II"'., blvd., drive, plou, ."eel, rood, lane, or circl., .tc. 

3. IMPORTANT: Enl" c-p.t. "",iling oddt ... I .... I.~ USA.) 10 
indud40 all port .... "! information .-.q ...... ..:! for mailin<;l. 

... En'lt the nome althe U.S .• Iot, lor for.ig .. COI.Inlryl ...... ,. you we,. 
bom. 

6. Prins you, IpoKific OCCllpaiion, ,1O>Ch 01, "U"', CQ~""'. Jooo....mak.r, ... 
7. P\oc. on X in the boll b.lew. ,... Oualifoed Po!ilw:ol Pany wiTh wNch 

yo.. ~ .. to affi!tal •• III a dirKI ~ .leclicw! you wil rK.i ... ,... 
ballat 01 ,... OvalifieG Pa/iIw:oI Party wlUch y .... ha¥ ... leell'd. 

II y .... do rool wish 10 affiliat. wiTh a qvalif>e.d political parry yau 
may place on X before tM wewfis "DediM to SIQN ... ew you may 
maR the ba. be'OI. "0""''' and 1fttit' "'" _ of _y 1MOqU01i· 
li.d poIiticol porty. II you do lICIt offiIot. wiTh a qvoIif'-d poIticol 
party. yov wiD lICIt "Cliy. a ballot 01 .... difftl primG')' _lion, 
but wiU ,Kei .. e a baltal for .... II""'foI ..t.ctioo1. 

8. Aft .. ,lOding Th. womir>g and 'I~, &lgn your _ unci" 
penally of pe'iury, and ente. ,... dotoI. 

9. II yov ,.quit. O"iltOnc., and -r- help' yau In cGl'l19l.ting th • 
off;do .. it,...,... that penon Ii"" olld dol. th. officlo .. it below yau. 
.io:; ........... 

10. flit" 011 idenlilkorion numben ill...d ... .....tid pc!npon ew co.d of 
idrnlity and r.;iltrolion il....o und .. ouritority 01 Sea.tory of 

Slat •• 
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20051. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

20051. Overseas Citizens Absent Voters' Ballots. 
The ballot to be used by overseas voters may be the absentee ballot used by 

resident absentee voters, except that all measures and all offices appearing on the 
ballot other than federal offices shall be marked out with indelible marking, so that 
the overseas voter votes only for federal offices. 

Alternatively, the county clerk may design an absentee ballot designated solely 
for overseas voters listing only candidates for nomination Of election to federal 
offices. 

NOTE: Additional Autilority and Reference cited: Section 1306, Elections Code. 

Article 5. Cancellation of Voter Registration 

20070. Notice to Voter. 
The notice to voters sent by the county clerk or registrar oEvotees under Elections 

Code section 706.1, notifying the voter that the voter's registration affidavit will be 
changed or cancelled, shall be in substantially the following form: 

NOTE: Autilority cited: Sections 706 and 1306, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 706 
and 1306, Elections Code. Additional Authority cited: Section 706.1, Elections Code. 
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00 NOT RETURN THIS CAlm If THE ADDRESS liSTED BElOW IS CORRECT 

NO UGI!ESE EST .... TAUErA SILA DU!EeCIDN aUf "PAREeE "BAJO ES COUECTA 

My c ...... nt .. ,idenc' (domicil,) en lho .... n il/M; ,.,id.m.:ia 
(domici/H,) ""'"" tJpDf'K' .,: 

My ttllideftC. ;,,"'i ,..,~;a,,: 

You' record. sho ... that my 'l,I.unl rllid,",u odd •• 11 ;, 01 foilowl: 
la tiir«1i6n tH mi domicilio tN/VOl Q~ "" 10, ."rlti"", ~. ,i(lU" 

'I'>(OtT«rl 
'nCfXr't'C/a 

Temporaryl 
TrrrrpDtVf 

My moilill9 odd,..u (If DiffERENT) ill la dilffci(", don<N f'ffibD C'IMYO (51 fS DISriNTAJ 'It 

DOI.lfKII,. SignOI'v,.'fimoQ, ______________ _ 

ADDRESS COUECTION REOUeSTED 

fin! Oou ..... oi' 
P0" Cord ROle 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Pe ..... i' No. 

- -

N o o 
C"! 



-

00 NOT RETURN THIS CARD IF THE ADDRESS liSTED BELOW IS CORRECT 

My cur"nl fuidenu (domicile) Ol Jhown il: [ J Incorrect I J Temporary 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 20089. 

Article 6. Independent Nomination Petition Signature Verification. 

20085. Application of Article. 
This article shall apply to verification of independent nomination petition 

signatures. The purpose of these regulations is to achieve uniform interpretation of 
Elections Code sections 6831-6833 and 6890-6894. "County Clerk" shall refer to 
"Registrar of Voters" where applicable. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20086. Signature Verification Methods. 
The clerk shall verify either (a) a sample consisting of 5 percent of the signatures 

submitted or 500 signatures, whichever is greater, or (b) 100 percent of the signa
tures submitted. 

If subsection (b) is chosen, the clerk may arrange for the candidate or candidate's 
representative to deposit the petition sections with the clerk at intervals prior to the 
last day the petition is circulated, so that the clerk may begin verifying the signa
tures. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20087. Report of Total Signatures. 
The Secretary of State must receive actual notice of the total number of signatures 

submitted in each county and the method of verification to be used within two. 
working days of the close of the circulation period or of final deposit of petition 
sections, whichever is earlier, but in no event later than 7 p.m. on the 88th day prior 
to the election. If telephonic communication is used to convey actual notice, written 
confirmation must be transmitted to the Secretary of State on the same day that 
telephone notice is given. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20088. Random Number List. 
Upon final deposit of the nomination petitions for each candidate, clerks veri

fying a sample of signatures shall sequentially number the signatures. If a number
ing scheme is adopted which results in some numbers not being assigned to a 
signature, these gaps between the first and last numbers assigned to the signature 
must also be reported to the Secretary of State in the notice required by Section 
20087. 

Upon receipt of this notice, the Secretary of State shall immediately generate a 
list of random numbers for that county, which shall determine which signatures 
are to be verified for each candidate. This list shall be transmitted to the clerk within 
one day of actual receipt of the total signature count. Upon receiving the random 
number list, the clerk shall verify each signature indicated thereon. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20089. Total Signature Reports. 
When the total number of signatures submitted in each county has been reported 

to the Secretary of State in w ri ting, the Secretary of State shall immedia tel y ascertain 
whether the number of signatures submitted for each candidate is greater than or 
less than that required to qualify the candidate. 

(a) If the number of signatures is found to be less than that required to qualify 
the candidate, the Secretary of State shall notify each county clerk of the total 
number of signatures submitted and that such total was insufficient to qualify the 
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20090. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

candidate for the ballot. Upon such notification, the clerks need take no further 
action with respect to verification of the nomination papers. 

(b) If the total number of signatures submitted is equal to or greater than the 
number of signatures required to qualify the candidate, the Secretary of State shall 
so notify each county clerk, and each clerk shall continue to verify signatures. 

(c) The Secretary of State must receive actual notice of each county's total valid 
signature certification not later than the 83rd day prior to the election. If telephonic 
communication is used to convey actual notice, written certification shall be trans
mitted on the same day that telephone notice is given. 

(d) If no county in a district has chosen to verify a random sample of signatures 
pursuant to Section 20086(a), the reporting date under Section 20089(c) shall be not 
later than the 64th day prior to the election. 

Note: Aul/lOrity: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Eleelions Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20090. Total Valid Signature Reports. 
Upon receipt of written notice under Section 20089(c) or (d), the Secretary of 

State shall compute the number of valid signatures submitted for each candidate 
in the district in which nomination papers are submitted, and will notify the clerks 
of the results within one day of receipt of the figures from the last reporting county. 

If Section 20089(d) does not apply: 
(a) If the total number of signatures submitted is found to be less than 90 percent 

or greater than 110 percent of the total number required for nomination, the 
Secretary of State shall notify clerks using the random sample verification method 
that the papers are sufficient or insufficient, whichever is appropriate according to 
Elections Code Section 6831.1, and no further action shall be taken relative to 
signature verification. 

(b)(1) If the total computed is found to be between 90 percent and 110 percent 
of the number required, the Secretary of State shall notify the clerks who used the 
random sample verification method to verify each signature on the nomination 
papers. 

(2) The total valid signature count must be reported to the Secretary of State 
not later than the 64th day prior to the election, in the same manner as Section 
20089(c). 

All county clerks must file candidates' nomination papers with the Secretary of 
State not later than the 64th day prior to the election. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 
6890-6894 

20091. Duplicate Signatures. 
In any report of valid signatures based on a sample of signatures, the clerk shall 

report separately the number of signatures rejected for being duplicate signatures. 
Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§6831-6833; 

6890-6894 

Article 7. Voting. 

20100. Overvotes. 
When a voter has selected, by marking the ballot or writing in or a combination 

thereof, more candidates than there are candidates to be nominated or selected for 
the office, the vote for that office shall not be counted, regardless of whether the 
candidate whose name is written in has complied with the requirements of Chapter 
8 (commencing with Section 7300) of Division 6 of the Elections Code. 
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Chapter 1. Voter Registration 20105. 

Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §§15242, 17()07(c), 
17100-17101 

20101. Definitions. 
(a) For the purpose of sections 20102-20105, "qualified write-in candidate" shall 

refer to candidates who have complied with Chapter 8 of Division 6 of the Elections 
Code (beginning at Section 7300). 

(b) For the purpose of sections 20102-20105, "ballot" shall include ballot enve
lope, card, or paper ballot on which write-in votes are authorized to be indicated 
by Elections Code §10331. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §15242, 15304, 
17100,17101,22603 

20102. Write-in vote; no office indicated. 
The name of a qualified write-in candidate shall be counted when the name is 

written in on a voter's ballot and no office is indicated for the candidate, or the office 
is incompletely indicated (e.g., "Senator" without district number), if: 

(a) the candidate is a qualified write-in candidate for an office properly appear
ing on the voter's ballot; and 

(b) no other qualified write-in candidate for any office appearing on the voter's 
ballot bears a name so similar to the name as written in, considering the voter's 
misspellings or omission of portions of the name, if any, as to leave a reasonable 
doubt as to the voter's intention. 

Note: Autlzority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code§15242, 15304, 
17100,17101,22603 

20103. Write-in vote; misspelled or incomplete name. 
The misspelled or incomplete name of a qualified write-in candidate written in 

on a ballot shall be counted for the candidate when the office for which the 
candidate has qualified is also indicated on the voter's ballot, if: 

(a) the name as written in bears a reasonable resemblance to the qualified 
candidate's name; and 

(b) no other write-in candidate qualified for the indicated office has a name that 
is so similar to the name as written in as to leave a reasonable doubt as to the voter's 
intention. 

Note: Autlzority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §15242, 15304, 
17100,17101,22603 

20104. Write-in vote; misspelled or incomplete name, office omitted. 
The misspelled or incomplete name of a qualified write-in candidate written in 

on a ballot shall be counted for the candidate even though the office for which the 
candidate has qualified is omitted or incompletely indicated on the voter's ballot, 
when: 

(a) the name as written in bears a reasonable resemblance to the qualified 
candidate's name; and 

(b) no other write-in candidate qualified for any office properly appearing on 
the voter's ballot has a name that is so similar to the name as written in as to leave 
a reasonable doubt as to the voter's intention. 

Note: Autlzority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §15242, 15304, 
17100,17101,22603 

20105. Write-in vote; wrong office indicated. 
The name of a write-in candidate qualified for an office appearing on the voter's 

ballot which is written in the pre-printed column designated for an office other than 
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20106. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

one for which the write-in candidate is qualified shall not be counted for any 
purpose. 

Note: Authority: Government Code§12172.5 Reference: Elections Code§15242, 15304, 
171 00, 171 01, 22603 

20106. Voting system inspection. 
On Election day, every precinct inspector shall inspect every voting system or 

machine at least every two hours during hours the polls are open. Any marks, 
notations, or other matter found written or otherwise marked on the ballot assem
bly or machine which bears the candidate's names and titles of measures shall 
immediately be removed or the ballot assembly replaced. 

This section shall apply only to elections using voting machines or voting 
systems on which the candidate's names and titles of measures are not printed on 
the punch card or paper on which the voter marks, punches or otherwise indicates 
the vote. 

Note: Authority: Government Code §12172.5 Reference: Elections Code §29470, 29612. 

CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 
Article 1. General 
Article 2. Definitions 
Article 3. Certification of Manufacturers and Finishers 
Article 4. Inspection of Facilities 
Article 5. Request for and Release of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot 
Cards 
Article 6. Manufacture of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 
Article 7. Distribution of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 
Article 8. Warehouse Access Control 

Section 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Article 1. General 

20200. Applicability of this Chapter 

Section 
20203. 
20204. 
20205. 
20206. 
20207. 
20208. 
20209. 
20210. 
20211. 
20212. 
20213. 
20214. 

Section 
20220. 
20221. 
20222. 
20223. 
20224. 
20225. 
20226. 

Article 2. Definitions 

Ballot Card 
Card Stock 
Finisher 
Format 
Manufacturer 
Release 
Roll 
Sheet 
Tint 
Unfinished Ballot Card 
User 
Warehouse 

Article 3. Certification of Manufacturers and Finishers 

Manufacturer and Finisher Certification Required 
Form of Application for Certification 
Inspections of Facilities Prior to Certification 
Approval of Application 
Revocation of Certification 
Change in Manufacturing and Finishing Procedures 
Publish List of Approved Manufacturers and Finishers 
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CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 20200. 

20227. Exception to Application Requirement for Certain Manufacturers and 
Finishers 

Article 4. Inspection of Facilities 
Section 
20230. Inspections of Facilities; Enforcement of Regulations 

Article 5. Request for and Release of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished 
Ballot Cards 

Section 
20235. 
20236. 
20237. 
20238. 

Request for Ballot Card Release Required 
Form of Request 
Purchase of Ballot Cards from the Secretary of State; Request 
Subcontracting of Manufacturing or Finishing 

Article 6. Manufacture of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 
Section 
20245. Activity Report 
20247. Warehouse Inventory Control Record 
20249. Printing Plate Secured with Seal; Report 
20250. Scrap Destruction; Report 
20251. Unused Unfinished Ballot Cards; Report 
20252. Unused Sheets; Report 
20253. Activity Reports Transmitted to the Secretary of State 
20254. Physical Inventories 

Article 7. Distribution of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 
Section 
20255. 
20256. 
20257. 
20258. 
20259. 
20260. 
20261. 
20262. 

Section 
20265. 
20266. 
20267. 

Storage; Security 
Packaging Ballot Cards 
Shipment of Ballot Cards; Report 
Shipment of Unfinished Ballot Cards; Report 
Shipment of Sheets; Report 
Transportation Methods 
Security; Responsibility 
Shipment of Sheets or Unfinished Ballot Cards 

Article S. Warehouse Access Control 

Warehouse Security 
Authorization for Access 
Access Log 

Article 1. General 

20200. Applicability of this Chapter. 
The procedure specified hereunder shall be used by all persons (hereinafter 

"user") who wish to order the manufacture of their ballot cards for use in California 
elections . 

These regulations also apply to those processes used by the Secretary of State to 
order the manufacture of unfinished ballot cards or of sheets, or to warehouse such 
sheets or unfinished ballot cards, for resale to local election jurisdictions. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. Reference: Sec
tions 10002, 10002.5 and 10003, Elections Code. 

• 
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20203. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

Article 2. Definitions 

20203. Ballot Card. 
Ballot card means card stock processed to final form for use by voters to punch, 

slot, or mark their choices in California elections. 
NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20204. Card Stock. 
Card stock means paper manufactured in accordance with certain specifications 

rendering it suitable for use in card reading equipment. 
NOTE: Authority and reference ciled: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20205. Finisher. 
Finisher means a Secretary of State certified vendor which processes sheets or 

unfinished ballot cards to make ballot cards to be used in California elections. 
NOTE: Authority and reference ciled: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20206. Format. 
Format is a term used to distinguish the pattern of prescoring of unfinished 

ballot cards or ballot cards (eg. 312-, 228-, 52-Hole). 
NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20207. Manufacturer. 
Manufacturer means a Secretary of State certified vendor which processes card 

stock to make sheets or unfinished ballot cards, or to make ballot cards by a 
continuous process involving a single machine, to be used in California elections. 

NOTE: Authority and reference ciled: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20208. Release. 
Release means: 
(a) Authorization by the Secretary of State to manufacture ballot cards for a user 

or to remove sheets or unfinished ballot cards from the warehouse for finishing or 
shipment to a finisher. Each release will specify the items listed in Article 5, or 

(b) Purchase order issued by the State of California to obtain sheets and unfin
ished ballot cards for warehousing by the Secretary of State and their subsequent 
resale to users. 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20209. Roll. 
Roll means card stock in web form, trimmed to a width of 3 1/4 inches or 

multiples thereof. Rolls are normally produced as an intermediate step in the 
production of unfinished ballot cards. 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20210. Sheet. 
Sheet means card stock, tinted for use in California elections, sufficiently large 

for more than one ballot card and later to be cut, after printing, into individual ballot 
cards (compare unfinished ballot card). 

NOTE: Authority and reference ciled: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20211. Tint 
Tint means a color and design prescribed by the Secretary of State which is 

printed on card stock for ballots to be used in California elections. Both color and 
design will be prescribed by the Secretary of State for each election. 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and JO002.~, Elections Code. 

S-30 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I ., 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 



I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
-. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 20225. 

20212. Unfinished Ballot Card. 
Unfinished ballot card means card stock. Tinted for use in California elections, 

cut to the width and approximate length of a single ballot card, and requiring one 
or more steps in the production of a ballot card. Unfinished ballot cards may have 
a transitory existence in those processes in which ballot cards are produced directly 
from untinted card stock (compare sheet). 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections JU002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20213. User. 
User means any local election jurisdiction~ounty, city, or district-which 

conducts elections pursuant to the California Elections Code. 
NOTE: Allthority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20214. Warehouse. 
Warehouse means any storage facility, including a building or portion of a 

building, used for the storage of sheets or unfinished ballot cards until released to 
the finisher for production of ballot cards. 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

Article 3. Certification of Manufacturers and Finishers 

20220. Manufacturer and Finisher Certification Required. 
As either a principal or subcontractor, no vendor shall manufacture or finish 

ballot cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards for use in California elections, and 
no vendor shall accept or solicit orders for such cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot 
cards prior to certification as a manufacturer or finisher by the Secretary of State. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section JU002, Elections Code. 

20221. Form of Application for Certification. 
Applications for certification shall be made in writing to the Secretary of State 

in the form prescribed by the Secretary of State. 
NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20222. Inspections of Facilities Prior to Certification. 
Prior to certifying a manufacturer or finisher, or to certifying a change in 

equipment or procedures, the Secretary of State may make inspections, with or 
without prior notice, of such facilities and records of such manufacturer or finisher 
as the Secretary of State deems necessary. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20223. Approval of Application. 
The Secretary of State will approve in writing any applicant whom the Secretary 

of State determines to be capable of manufacturing or finishing ballot cards, sheets, 
rolls, or unfinished ballot cards, to Secretary of State specifications. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20224. Revocation of Certification . 
Certifications are valid until revoked by the Secretary of State. The Secretary of 

State will revoke a certification at any time upon determining that the vendor is no 
longer capable of manufacturing or finishing ballot cards, sheets, or unfinished 
ballot cards or has failed to comply with these regulations without good cause 
which is acceptable to the Secretary of State. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20225. Change in Manufacturing and Finishing Procedures. 
No change in the equipment or procedures used by any manufacturer or finisher 

to manufacture or finish ballot cards, rolls, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards shall 
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20226. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

be made without the prior express written approval of the Secretary of State. 
Applications for such approval shall be in writing and shall show substantially the 
same information as the initial application for certification of the manufacturer or 
finisher. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20226. Publish List of Approved Manufacturers and Finishers. 
The Secretary of State will publish a list of approved manufacturers and finishers 

no later than January 1 of each year and within ten days of any changes to the list. 
NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20227. Exception to Application Requirement for Certain Manufacturers and 
Finishers. 

For the purpose of implementing the provisions of this article, those manufac
turers and finishers from whom the State of California has purchased sheets or 
unfinished ballot cards, or from whom users have purchased ballot cards prior to 
the effective date of this regulation, are authorized to manufacture or finish ballot 
cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards without having to submit an application 
for such authorization. The Secretary of State will include names of such manufac
turers and finishers in the original list of approved manufacturers and finishers. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

Article 4. Inspection of Facilities 

20230. Inspections of Facilities; Enforcement of Regulations. 
To ensure compliance with these regulations, the Secretary of State will make 

biennial inspections, with or without prior notice, of each warehouse and of the 
facilities of each approved manufacturer or finisher, and of the records of any 
warehouse, manufacturer, or finisher as the Secretary of State deems necessary. 

The Secretary of State reserves the right to make additional inspections and, 
should the Secretary of State find that any warehouse, manufacturer, or finisher is 
not or may not be in compliance with these regulations, will take corrective action 
necessary to enforce compliance. The action may include, for warehouses found to 
be not in compliance with these regulations, the requiring of the withdrawal of 
ballot cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards from such warehouse, and the 
transfer of such ballot materials to warehouses which are in compliance with these 
regulations. This action may also include, but is not limited to, the withdrawal of 
authorization of the manufacturer or finisher to manufacture, store, or finish ballot 
cards, sheets or unfinished ballot cards tinted for use in California elections. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

Article 5. Request for and Release of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished 
Ballot Cards 

20235. Request for Ballot Card Release Required. 
(a) Any user wishing to purchase ballot cards directly from the manufacturer, 

or wishing to have a finisher remove sheets or unfinished ballot cards from a 
warehouse for finishing, shall request in writing a release from the Secretary of 
State. 

(b) No ballot cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards shall be manufactured, and 
no sheets or unfinished ballot cards shall be removed from the warehouse for 
finishing, prior to issuance of a specific release from the Secretary of State for such 
manufacturing or finishing. No ballot cards shall be manufactured or finished 
except in the format, tint, and quantity specified in the applicable release. 

(c) No tinted card stock shall be used for any purpose other than manufacturing 
ballot cards for use in California elections. 
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CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 20238. 

(d) Manufacturers wishing to tint rolls in anticipation of receiving releases shall 
request in writing authorization for the Secretary of State to tint a sufficient number 
of rolls to meet expected orders. Such requests shall be substantially in the form of 
a request for release. 

(e) This requirement of a written request for a release will not prevent any user 
from making a request to obtain a release by telephone from the Secretary of State 
when time is of the essence. Such telephoned request shall be confirmed immedi
ately in writing. 

NOTE: Authority and reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Electians Code. 

20236. Form of Request. 
Each telephoned Of written request shall contain the following information. 
(a) Whether the user wishes to buy the ballot cards directly from a vendor or 

through the Secretary of State. 
(b) Name and date of election. 
(c) (1) Name of finisher(s) if card stock is to be purchased from the Secretary of 

State; or 
(2) Name of ballot card manufacturer, and finisher(s) if different, if card stock 

is not to be purchased from the Secretary of State. 
(d) (1) Format of card if card stock is to be purchased from the Secretary of State; 

or 
(2) Format and tint of card if card stock is not to be purchased from the 

Secretary of State. 
(e) Quantity for each format and tint (quantity is to be in multiples ofl,DDD cards, 

or in whole reams, if sheets). 
(f) Name, address, and phone number of requestor. 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 

10002.5, Elections Code. 

20237. Purchase of Ballot Cards from the Secretary of State; Request. 
In order that the Secretary of State have sufficient time to purchase and ware

house sheets or unfinished ballot cards for those users who choose to purchase their 
ballot cards through the Secretary of State rather than directly from the manufac
turer, the Secretary of State must receive notice of the quantity of ballot cards 
needed fro~ such users no later than the 182nd day before the election in which 
the ballot cards are to be used. The Secretary of State will be unable to supply sheets 
or unfinished ballot cards to users who do not meet this deadline. It will be 
necessary for such users to obtain a release and to purchase directly from manufac
turers. 

NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Sections 100U2 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 

20238. Subcontracting of Manufacturing or Finishing. 
If any part of any authorized order for manufacturing or finishing is to be 

subcontracted, then: 
(a) The subcontractor shall be a vendor approved by the Secretary of State. 
(b) The principal vendor shall inform the Secretary of State of the subcontract 

and shall state the quantity of ballot cards, sheets, or unfinished ballot cards to be 
manufactured or finished under the subcontract. 

(c) The Secretary of State will issue releases in the same maIUler as for a principal 
contract. 

(d) Subcontractors shall be governed under these regulations in the same 
maIUler as principal contractors. 

NOTE: Autllority and Reference cited: Sections 10002 and 10002.5, Elections Code. 
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20245. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

Article 6. Manufaclure of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 

20245. Activity Report. 
An Activity Report shall be made and shall set forth the following: 
(a) The process involved: 

(1) If the process involved is manufacturing, the report shall show whether 
sheets or unfinished ballot cards are being produced for shipment to a warehouse 
or finisher, or ballot cards are being produced for shipment to a user. 

(2) If the process involved is finishing, the report shall show that the sheets 
or unfinished ballot cards are withdrawn from the warehouse to produce ballot 
cards for shipment to a user. 

(b) User Name. 
(c) Release number; date of release; and quantity released. 
(d) Purchase order number. 
(e) Format or sheet dimension. 
(f) Tint. 
Supply information requested in g(l), g(2), g(3), g(4), or g(5) as appropriate: 
(g)(l) In the case of sheets or unfinished ballot cards received from a warehouse 

or manufacturer, or to be finished by the manufacturer: 
(A) Quantity received, or transferred to finishing equipment if to be 

finished by manufacturer. 
(B) Quantity finished and shipped to user (show date). 
(c) Quantity scrapped in process. 
(D) Quantity, in amounts of 1,000 per item, not finished and placed in 

warehouse or shipped to a warehouse specified by the user (show date). 
(E) Quantity, less than 1,000, manufactured and destroyed (show date). 

(2) In the case of ballot cards or unfinished ballot cards produced from rolls: 
(A) Dates each printing plate, used for overprinting tint, removed from 

and returned to storage; Name of each person involved; and, the old and new seal 
numbers. 

(6) Press counter start number and date. 
(C) Press counter stop number and date. 
(D) Quantity manufactured. 
(E) Quantity finished and shipped to user (show date). 
(F) Quantity manufactured and shipped to finisher (show date). 
(G) Quantity scrapped in process. 
(H) Quantity,in amounts of 1,000 per item, not finished and to warehouse 

or shipped to a warehouse specified by a user (show date). 
(I) Quantity, in amounts less than 1,000 per item, not finished and de

stroyed (show date). 
(3) In the case of production of sheets: 

(A) Dates each printing plate, used for overprinting tint, removed from 
and returned to storage; Name of each person involved; and, the old and new seal 
numbers. 

(6) Press counter start number and date. 
(C) Press counter stop number and date. 
(D) Number of sheets produced. 
(E) Length and width of sheet. 
(F) Number of ballot cards to be printed on each sheet. 
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CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 20250. 

(4) In the case of production of tinted rolls: 
(A) Dates each printing plate, used for overprinting tint, removed from 

and returned to storage; Name of each person involved; and, the old and new seal 
numbers . 

(6) Number of rolls produced. 
(C) Length of roll. 

(5) In the case of ballot cards or unfinished ballot cards produced from sheets 
or tinted rolls: 

(A) Quantity manufactured. 
(6) Quantity finished and shipped to user (show date). 
(C) Quantity manufactured and shipped to finisher (show date). 
(0) Quantity scrapped in process. 
(E) Quantity, in amounts of 1,000 per item, not finished and to warehouse 

or shipped to a warehouse specified by a user (show date). 
(F) Quantity, in amounts less than 1,000 per item, not finished and de

stroyed (show date). 
NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20247. Warehouse Inventory Control Record. 
A Warehouse Inventory Control Record shall be maintained by tint and format, 

or by tint and sheet dimension, and shall show: 

(a) Release number. 
(b) Purchase order number. 
(c) Format or sheet dimension. 

(d) Tint. 
(e) Activity date. 
(f) Quantity placed in warehouse. 

(g) Quantity removed. 
(h) Balance on h,;md in reams or number of unfinished ballot cards. 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002 Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 

JU003, Elections Code. 

20249. Printing Plate Secured with Seal; Report. 
(a) When not in use, printing plates used to overprint a tint on card stock for use 

in California elections shall be kept either in an enclosure which shall be secured 
with a numbered seal, or in other enclosure approved in writing by the Secretary 
of State. 

(b) Each time the printing plates are removed from storage, used for tinting or 
returned to storage, an Activity Report shall be completed to record the transaction 
and use . 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Riference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20250. Scrap Destruction; Report. 

During the manufacturing process, all scrap shall be cut or otherwise rendered 
unusable as ballot cards after each shift. Activity Report entries shall be prepared 
at the time of destruction. 

NOTE: Autilority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002,md 
10003, Elections Code. 
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20251. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

20251. Unused Unfinished Ballot Cards; Reporl 
(a) Unused unfinished ballot cards in units of 1,000 shall be returned to the 

warehouse and the quantity entered on the Activity Report and the Warehouse 
Inventory Control Record. 

(b) Unused unfinished ballot cards in quantities less than 1,000 shall be rendered 
unusable as ballot cards, and an Activity Report entry setting forth destruction shall 
be made. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20252. Unused Sheets; Report. 
(a) Unused sheets, in ream lots, shall be returned to the warehouse and the 

quantity shall be entered on the Activity Report and the Warehouse Inventory 
Control Record. 

(b) Unused sheets in less than ream-lot quantity shall be rendered unusable as 
ballot cards, and an Activity Report entry setting forth such destruction shall be 
made. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20253. Activity Reports Transmitted to the Secretary of State. 
Completed Activity Reports shall be sent to the Secretary of State by each 

manufacturer or finisher within seven (7) days of the manufacturer's or finisher's 
completion of any work authorized by any release. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20254. Physical Inventories. 
Physical inventories shall be taken on January 15th, April 15th, July 15th, and 

October 15th of each year. Inventories shaH be completed and a report in writing 
showing the quantity of each item in the warehouse shall be sent to the Secretary 
of State within seven (7) days of these dates. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

Article 7. Distribution of Ballot Cards, Sheets, and Unfinished Ballot Cards 

20255. Storage; Security. 
All tinted card stock not shipped from the manufacturer's facility shall remain 

in a secured area of the manufacturer's facility until converted to ballot cards, 
shipped, or placed in a warehouse. All sheets or unfinished ballot cards which are 
to be fmished by the manufacturer will be placed in a warehouse unless fmishing 
directly follows manufacturing. Finishers shall store in a warehouse all unfinished 
ballot cards they receive from a manufacturer until they are ready to finish them. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20256. Packaging Ballot Cards. 
All ballot cards shall be packaged in accordance with the instructions of the user. 
NOTE: AUt/lOrity and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20257. Shipment of Ballot Cards; Reporl 
Upon finishing ballot cards, each finisher shall complete an Activity Report, and 

send it to the Secretary of State as prescribed in Section 20253. Upon, receipt, each 
user shall report, independently of the finisher's report, the quantity of ballot cards 
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CHAPTER 4. PUNCH CARDS AND BALLOT PAPER 20261. 

of each format and tint received from the finisher. The shipment shall be identified 
by release number(s). 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections JO002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20258. Shipment of Unfinished Ballot Cards; Report. 
Manufacturers shipping unfinished ballot cards shall complete an Activity 

Report, and: 
(a) The unfinished ballot cards shall be packaged in cardboard containers which 

completely enclose them, one thousand (1,000) unfinished ballot cards per con
tainer. 

(b) Such containers shall be placed in humidity-proof cardboard cases, five to a 
case. 

(c) Each such case shall have affixed thereto a label containing the following 
information: 

(1) Format. 
(2) Tint. 
(3) Purchase Order Number. 
(4) Date of Shipment. 
(5) Factory Order Number. 

NOTE: Autitority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections JO002 and 
10003, Elections Code. 

20259. Shipment of Sheets; Report. 
Manufacturers shipping sheets shall complete an Activity Report and: 
(a) Sheets shall be packaged in multiples of whole reams, ream marked. 
(b) Each such package shall be wrapped in waterproof paper covered with kraft 

paper wrapper, which bears a label stating: 
(1) Sheet size. 
(2) Tint. 
(3) Number of Reams in the package. 
(4) Direction of grain. 

(5) Purchase Order Number. 
(6) Date of Shipment. 
(7) Factory Order Number. 

(c) All sheets shall be shipped in accordance with the instructions of the user. 
NOTE: Autilority cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sections 10002 and 

10003, Elections Code. 

20260. Transportation Methods . 
Unfinished ballot cards or sheets shall be shipped by covered motor freight, by 

train, or by air. Covered motor freight shall not include pickups, flat-beds, or 
stake-side vehicles whether or not covered by a tarpaulin. 

NOTE: Autilority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20261. SecuritYi Responsibility. 
The shipper is charged with full responsibility for the security of all ballot cards, 

sheets, or unfinished ballot cards until acceptance of delivery at destination. 
NOTE: AutilOn'ty and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 
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20262. DIVISION 7. SECRETARY OF STATE 

20262. Shipmenl of Sheels or Unfinished Ballol Cards. 
Manufacturers shipping sheets or Wlfinished ballot cards shall report to the 

Secretary of State immediately upon shipment the quantity shipped and the 
scheduled delivery date. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sec/ion 10002, Elections Code. Reference: Sec/ions 10002, 
10002.5 and 10003, Elections Code. 

Article 8. Warehouse Access Control 

20265. Warehouse Security. 
At all times, a warehouse shall be secured with a numbered seal. 
NOTE: Authority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20266. Authorization for Access. 
(a) A letter listing those persons proposed for authorized access to each ware

house shall be submitted to the Secretary of State who will respond by letter and 
will add the names of the Secretary of State personnel authorized to enter the 
warehouse. A copy of this letter shall be placed in the warehouse inventory control 
record. Access shall be limited to those persons named therein. 

(b) Secretary of State personnel who are listed as authorized for access may, 
when visiting a warehouse site, authorize additional persons to have temporary 
access during the visit. 

NOTE: Autliority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 

20267. Access Log. 
An aCcess log shall be maintained within the area of the warehouse wherein the 

sheets or unfinished ballot cards are stored. This log shall record: 
(a) The name of each person entering the warehouse. 
(b) The seal number destroyed in entering. 
(c) The seal number resealing the warehouse. 
NOTE: Autliority and Reference cited: Section 10002, Elections Code. 
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INDEX 

Abandonment 
Political Parties, Other 9954 

Absent Ballot Election 
.. See Mailed - Ballot Election 

Absent Voter 
Confidential Registration 511.5 
Definition of 1000 
Permanent 1450-1456 

Absent Voter Applications 
Time Period for Organizations to 

Return 1006.3 

Absent Voter Notice 
Sample Ballot Envelope 10017 

Absent Voters List 
Examination of 705 
Preservation 1410 

Absent Voting 
Airmail 1009.5 
Application for Ballot 1002, 

1006-1006.1,1018 
Application for Ballot, Uniform 1006.1 
Application, Incomplete Information 

1007 
Availability of Ballot 1003 
Ballot Pamphlet 1019 
Ballots and Supplies 1008 
Confidential Registration 1002.5 
Consolidated Election 1411, 

23309-23310 
Deli very of Ballot 1017 
Delivery of Ballot by Spouse, Etc. 1013 
District Elections 23531-23531.5 
Federal Property, Precinct on 1644 
Identification Envelope 1009 
Late Application 1017 
New Citizen Ballot 1129 
Permanent Absentee Status 1450-1456 
Precinct 1005 
Procedures for 1002·1019 
Provisional Ballot 1012.5 
Punchcard Voting 10339 
Return of Ballot 1013,1016 
Second Ballot 1011 
Special 1200-1208 
Surrender of Ballot 1012·1012.5 
Verification of Application 1007 
Verification of Identification Envelope 

1015 
Voting At Office of Elections 1014 

Absentee Ballot 
Ballot Stub Elimination 10340 
New Citizen Ballot 1129 
Precinct 1005 
Vote Tabulating Devices 10324.5 
Voting Machines 10307.5 

1-1 

Affidavils of Registration 

Absentee Ballot Processing 
Challenge 1403,1405-1408 
Compensation of Canvassing Board 

1402 
Computer Processing of Ballots 1400 
Counting Boards 1401 
Duplication Onto ~nchcard 15271 
Machine Tabulation 15272 
Municipal Election 22930.5 
New Citizen Ballot 1129 
Observers 15272 
Procedure for l4OQ..1411 
Public Count 1404 
Report to Secretary of State 1409.5 

Absentee Voting, Special 
• See Special Absentee Voting 

Advisory Elections 5353 

Affected County 
Definition of 23503 

Affidavit of Candidate for Delegate, 
American Independent 

Fonn 6138 

Affidavit of Circulator 
Countywide Election 3704.5 
Recall Election 27036 

Affidavits of Registration 
• See Also Voter Registration Card 
Address Correction 801,805 
Alphabetical Index 511 
Cancellation of Registration 504, 

700-709 
Certified Copy 512 
Change of Address 311.6,315 
Confidential Registration 511.5 
Destruction 14500 
Duplicate File 406 
Effective Date 301,305 
Erroneous Cancellation 804 
Failure to Provide §507.5 Infonnation 

29206 
Failure to Return 405 
Federal Elections 1304-1308 
Filing by Clerk 511 
Filing of 511 
Fonn 500,506,508 
Forwarding to County of Residence 

311 
Furnishing Outside of County 310 
House Number Change 215 
Incomplete 503.503.5 
Indexto 6OQc612 
Memoranda Added to 319 
Mental Incompetence 707.5·707.6 
New Resident Voting 1101.5 
Numbering and Binding 400 
Overseas, Form 1306 
Postage Payment 510 
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Age 

Postmark Date 301,305 
Precincting Error 1515 
Preservation 406,702,14500 
Rebuttable Presumption 503.5 
Receipt 401 
Requirement of 301 
Secretary of State to Supply 509,1102 
Signature Verification 301 
Special Absentee Voting 1200 
Spoiled 402 
Stub Infonnation 402 
Telephone Number of Assistant 507.5 
Time of Acceptance 305 
Time of Return 403-404 
Transfers, Precinct 305 
Voter Notification Fonn 504 
Voter Notification Returned 504 

Age 
Voter Qualifications 100 

Alcoholic Beverages 
Polling Place 14404 

Alphabet, Randomized 10216-10217.5 

American Independent Party 
Alternate or Associate Member 

9651-9652 
Appointment of Members 9641·9648 
County Central Committee Election 

9720-9725 
County Central Committee General 

Business 9740-9745 
County Central Committee Meetings 

9730-9733 
County Central Committee 

Membership 9700-9711 
Delegates, State Convention 9610-9612 
Filling Vacancies 9614-9618,9650 
Holdover Delegate 9611 
Meetings 9620,9660 
Meetings, General Business 

9630-9635,9680-9690 
Nominee Delegate 9611 
Presidential Electors 9633 
Proxies 9670-9672 
State Central Committee Membership 

9640 
Vacancy 9613,9649 

American Independent Party, 
Presidential Primary 

Candidates Selected by Secretary of 
State 6110-6612 

Certificate of Election 6191 
Certified Delegate List 6160-6163 
Delegate Selection Portion 6130-6139 
National Convention Delegates 

612G-6123,6193-6198 
Nomination Papers 6140-6159, 

66n-6614 
Statement of Election Returns 6190 

1993 1-2 

Write-in Candidate 6171 

American Independent party, 
Presidential primary 

Ballot 6170 

Annulment of Election 
Election Contests 20116 

Appointed Office 
Eligibility 75 

INDEX 

Arguments for and Against Measwes 
Authors Statement, Form of 5350 
Campaign Contributions 5358 
Consent of Person Named in Text 

3564.1,3785.1,5014.1,5157.6,5326 
Mailing 3790 
Mailing, County 3790 
Mailing, District 5210 
Mailing, Municipal' 5020 
Public Examination 5025,5215 
School District Elections 5322-5328 
Use of Temporary Personnel 5357 
Withdrawal 5351 
Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 

Assembly Districts 
Boundaries 30010-30011 

Assisting Voters 14234 

Attorney General, Duties of 
.. See Also Initiative and Referendum 
Ballot TIOe 3530-3533 
Condensed Statement of Measure 

10302-10302.5,10327,10335 
Digest of Election Laws 14001 
Official Summary Date 3513 

Ballot 
Definition of 10330 

Ballot Argument 
Authors Statement, Form of 5350 
Consent of Person Named in Text 

3564.1, 3785.1, 5014.1, 5157.6, 5326 
Mailing 3790,5020,5210 
Public Examination 5025,5215 
Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 

Ballot Card 
It See Also "Ballots" 
Approval 10333 
Form 10334-10335 
Punchcard Voting 10331 

Ballot Counting 
Central Counting Place 17050-17059 
Computer Program to Secretary of 

State 14950 
Election Return Centers 17060-17063 
Municipal Election 22930-22930.5 
Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 
Snap Tallies 17030 
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INDEX 

Supplemental Counting Boards 
17040-17042 

Vote Count in Precinct 17000-17014 
Voting Machines 15360-15369 
Voting Systems 15260-15276 

Ballot Duplication 
Damaged Ballots 15240,15270 

Ballot Format 
Allowable Changes 10229 
Form, American Independent 

Presidential 6170 
Form, Peace and Freedom Presidential 

627()'6271 
Form, Republican Presidential 6080 

Ballot Label 
Definition of 10300 
Delivery, Time 10308 
Fonn 10300-I 0309 
Printing Specifications 10303 

Ballot Pamphlet 3567.5-3579 
• See Also Sample Ballots 
Absent Voting 1019 
Additional Copies 3570 
Bond Issues 5302 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
Distribution 3579 
Fonn of 3570-3572.5 
Impartial Measure Analysis 3572 
Judicial Office, Electorial Procedure 

3569.5 
Legislative Counsel 3575 
Mailing Reimbursement 3578.5 
Mailing Time 3578 
Order of Measures 3573 
Printing of 3569 
Printing Specifications 3574 
Supplied to Counties 3578 
Writ of Mandate 3576 

Ballot Paper 
Ballot Color 10337 
Color, Each Party 10232 
Manufacture, Distribution, Inventory 

10002 
Punchcard Purchasing Procedure 

10002.5 
Purchase, Revolving Fund 10004 
Secretary of State, Duties of 

10001 -I 0002.5 
Storage Authorization 10003 
Watennarked 10001 

Ballot Title 
.. See Also Initiative and Referendum 

Ballots 
.. See Also Vote Tabulating Devices 
.. See Also Voting Machines 
Absentee See "Absent Voting" 
Advisory Election 5353 

1-3 

Ballots 

Ballot Designations 10211 
Ballot Designations, Municipal 22602 
Bilingual 10208.5 
Bilingual Translation 14008 
Binding 10014 
Border Rules 10224 
Canceled 14250 
Card Approval 10333 
Central Committees, Peace and 

Freedom 97s()'9781 
Change of Candidate Name 10209 
Color, Each Party 10232 
Contents 10201 
County Central Committee 10309 
County Central Committee, American 

Independent 9723 
County Central Committee, 

Democratic 8873 
County Central Committee, 

Republican 9373 
Damaged Ballots 15240,15270 
Delivery of 14003 
Democratic Presidential Primary 

10228.1-10228.3 
Designation of Candidate 10211 
Destruction 14306,14810-14811 
Disposition 17130 
District Elections 23530 
Facsimile Ballot, Posting 14203 
Facsimile Ballot, Provide to Voter 

14214 
Fonn 10200.5-10235 
Fonnat Changes 10229 
Fonnat Changes, Democratic Primary 

10230.1 
Heading, Type Size 10203 
Incumbent 10211-10212 
Incumbent After Reapportionment 

10212 
Instructions 10226 
Instructions to Voters 10204-10205 
JudicialOfficers 25303 
Loss or Destruction 10016 
Mailed - Ballot Election 

23511.1-23511.4 
Major Heading, Type Size 10223 
Marking of 14237-14241 
Measure, Condensed Statement 

10301-10302 • 
Multiple Columns, Contest 10234 
Numbering 10226, 10227 
Numbering of Measures 10219 
Numbering State Measures, 20 Year 

Sequential 10219.5 
Occupational Designation 10211 
Office Heading 10220 
One Fonn 10200.5 
Order of Measures 10213,10218 
Order of Names 10216-10217.7 
Order of Offices 10213 
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Bids 

Ordinance, Fonn 10235-10236 
Partisan Office Column Headings 

10206 
Penal Provisions 29500-29501 
Political Party Designations 10210 
Preservation 14306,14810-14811 
Preservation of Ballots, Federal Offices 

14810 
Preservation of Ballots, State or Local 

14811 
Primary Election Office Headings 

10220 
Printed Code 10323 
Printing Candidate Names, Rules 

10216 
Printing Candidate's Names 10221 
Providing and Printing 10005-10006 
Punched Code 10323 
Recall 27310-27316 
Reconciliation of 14305 
Recycle, Unused 17136 
Rejected 17007 
Required Number of 14002 
Same Name, Candidates 10231 
Sample Ballot, See "Sample Ballots" 
Separate Partisan and Nonpartisan 

Ballots 10230 
Simulated Ballots 11709 
Spoiled 14242-14243 
Stitching 10224 
Stub 10225,10226 
Term of Office 10233 
Title or Degree 10210.5 
Unused 14303-14304 
Void Ballots 15240 
Vote Tabulating Devices 10320·10327 
Voting Machine 15300-15304 
Voting Square 10208 
Writ of Mandate by Voter 10015 
Write-in Spaces 6375,10222 

Bids 
Election Expenses 10000 

Bilingual 
Ballot Translation 14008 
Ballots 10208.5 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
Deputy Registrars 302 
Facsimile Ballot 14203 
Precinct Board 1635 
Spanish Facsimile Ballot, Posting 

14203 

Board of Supervisors 
County Charter Amendment 3701.5 

Board of Supervisors, Duties of 
Initiative and Referendum, County 

3709-3710 
Report of Proposed Initiative 3705.5 
Special District Election 22005 
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Bond Election Statement 5301 

Bond Issues 
Ballot Pamphlet 5302 
Bond Election Statement 5301 
Fiscallmpact 5301 
Mailing 5305 
Sample Ballots 5301 

Boundaries 

INDEX 

Assembly Districts 30010-30011 
Changes in 30001,30020.5 
Congressional Districts 30030-30032 
Equalization Districts 30040·30044 
Maps 30000 
Precinct Boundaries, See "Precinct 

Boundaries" 
Senate Districts 30020-30022 

California Administrative Code - Title 2 
- Division 7 

Cancellation of Voter Registration 
20070 

County Programs to Identify and 
Register Qualified Electors 
20000-20006 

Overseas Citizens Registration and 
Voting 20050-20051 

Postal Registration of Voters 
19050-19059 

Registration Information, Access to 
19001-19009 

Campaign Funds 
Limitations 5358 
Solicitation 12301 

Campaign Statement, Contributions and 
Expenditures 

Contribution Limitations 22004, 
22808,23544 

Campaigns 
Code of Fair Campaign Practices 

12520 
Fair Campaign Practices 12500-12526 
Restrictions 11710 
State Central Committee, American 

Independent 9688 
State Central Committee, Democratic 

8776 
State Central Committee, Republican 

9276 
Surplus Campaign Funds 12400-12401 

Cancellation of Registration 700-709 
Alameda County Pilot Project 830-831 
Conviction 708 
Court Action to Compel 709 
Erroneous Cancellation 804 
Felony 708 
Non Voter 803 
Reasons for 701 
Reimbursable Costs 825-828 
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Residency Confirmation, Preelection 
800-804 

Voter List Following Cancellation 610 
Voter List, Those Having Voted 611.1 
Voter Notification Returned 504 

Candidate 
Death of 6611,6653-6654,6657-6660, 

8875,9375,9725,17113 
Declaration of Candidacy 52 
Definition of 604.5,12300.1 
Fail to File, District - Extension 23521.5 
Fail to File, Extension 6490.1 
Fail to File, Municipal- Extension 

22840.5 
Incumbent 10211-10212 
Name Change 10209 
Occupational Designation 10211 
Only One Candidate 22843.5 
Printing Candidate Names, Rules 

10216 
Registration 6611 
Same Name 10231 
Withdrawal of 29305 
Withdrawal, Presidential 6312-6313 

Candidate's Attorney for Service of 
Process 

County Clerk, Duties of 49 
Secretary of State, Duties of 49 

Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
District Elections 23510.5,23540.5 

Canvass, Official 17080-17091 
Ballot Counting 17100-17101 
Consolidated Election 23306-23308 
Continuous 17084 
District Elections 23550-23551 
Place 17082 
Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 
Public 17083 
Statement of Votes Cast 17088-17091 
Time 17081 
Write-in Ballot, Invalid 17103 

Canvass, Semiofficial 17070-17071 
Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 

Canvassing Board 
Compensation 1402 

Census Tract 
Precinct Boundaries 1513·1514 

Central Committee 
... See County Central Committee 
II' See State Central Committee 

Central Committees, Peace and Freedom 
Ballots 9780-9781 
Certificate of Election 9784 
Certification to Secretary of State 9786 
Certified List of Members 9787 
Conditions for Election 9783 

1-5 

Challenge 

Dual Membership, Prohibited 9782 
Election Dates 9760 
Election of Members, Method 

9763-9764 
Members Allotted 9770-9771 
Members, Number of 9762-9764 
Nomination Paper 9m,9775 
Nominees Are Members 9765 
Registration Figures 9761 
Report of Votes Cast 9785 
Residence Requirement 9773-9774 
Sponsors, Number of 9776-9777 

Central Counting 
Precinct Size 1508 

Central Counting Place 15260,15262, 
17050-17059 

Public View of Counting 15265 
Write-in Tabulation 15242 

Certificate of Candidates Nominated 
Form 6620 

Certificate of Election 
District Elections 23555 
Member of Congress 25050 
Municipal Election 22934 
Tip. Vote 20502 

Certificate of Election or Nomination 
17112 

Election Contests 20110-20111 
Nominated Candidates 6615-6619 

Certificate of Performance, Precinct 
Board 

Form 17013 

Certificate of Registration 
Precincting Error 1515 

Certificate to Nomination Paper 
Form, American Independent 

Presidential 6158 
Form, Democratic Presidential 6350 
Form, Peace and Freedom Presidential 

6257 
Form, Republican Presidential 6045 

Certified List of Candidates 6580-6588 
Form 6583-6584 
Form, American Independent 

Presidential 6160 
Fonn, Democratic Presidential 6360 
Fonn, Peace and Freedom Presidential 

6260-6261 
Form, Republican Presidential 6050 
Peace and Freedom, Members 9787 
Publication 6585-6588 
Secretary of State, Duties of 6580-6584 

Challenge 
Absentee Ballot Processing 1403, 

1405-1408 
Elections, Conduct of 14216-14229 
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Change of Surname 

Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 

Change of Surname 
Signing Roster 14213 

Charter Amendments, Municipal 
Conduct of Elections 4094 
Notice of Intent to Circulate 4081 
Petition Circulation 4086-4089 
Petition Examination 4091 
Petition Filing Time 4090 
Petition Text 4082-4083 
Petition, Form of 4085 
Publication Affidavit 4081 
Resolution After Canvass 4095 
Signatures 4084 

Chief Elections Officer 
Definition of 55 

Circulator 
Affidavit of, Municipal 22838 
Affidavit of, Recall 27036 
Declaration of 44 
Initiative and Referendum, State 

3517-3519 
Petition 42 

Circulators Appointment 
Form 6498 
Fonn, American Independent 

Presidential 6149-6150 
Form, Democratic Presidential 6341 
Form, Independent 6863 
Form, Peace and Freedom Presidential 

6249-6250 
Form, Republican Presidential 6031 
Nomination Paper 6497-6499 

Circulators of Nomination Papers 
Nomination Paper, Independent 

Candidate 6860-6864 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6148-6152 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6340-6343 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6248-6251 
Presidential Primary, Republican 

6030-6033 

Citizenship 
Evidence of 309.5 
Proof of 309 

City 
Definition of 10 

City Attorney 
Impartial Analysis 5011 

City Election 
.. See Special and Local Elections 

City Measure 
Definition of 5010 
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INDEX 

Clerk 
Definition of 14,5151.5,27002 

Closing of Polls 
Elections, Conduct of 14300-14306 
Voting Systems 15240-15243 

Code of Fair Campaign Practices 
Campaign Advertising 12511 
Candidate for Public Office 12512 
Code, Definition of 12513 
Code, Form 12520 
Form Supply 12522 
Public Inspection 12524 
Voluntary Endorsement 12525 

Committee 
Definition of 12300.1 

Computer Processing of Ballots 
Absentee Ballot Processing 1400 

Computer Program 
Deposit With Secretary of State 14950 
Preservation of Recount Tapes 171B2 
Recount 171 B2 
Vote Counting 15268 

Congress of the Uni ted States 
General Election 25000 

Congressional Districts 
Boundaries 30030-30032 

Consolidated Election 2502 
AbsentVoting 1411,23309-23310 
Ballot Text, Filing Time 23302 
Candidate Filing 23302.5 
Canvass, Official 23306·2330B 
Consolidation, Resolution Requesting 

23302 
District 23302.3 
Governing Body, Duties of 23311 
Marina County Water District 23509,2 
MUnicipal 23302.3 
Notice of Election 23312 
Polling Place 23305 
Precinct Boundaries 23303·23304 
Procedure 23300-23301.5 
Statewide 23314 

Consolidation of Precincts 
District Elections 23557 
Precinct Boundaries 1513·1514 
Special and Local Elections 22030 

Constitution, Subdivision (D) of Section 
16 of Article 6 25330-25338 

Contest 
.. See Election Contests 

Contestant 
Definition of 20001 

Conviction 
Cancellation of Registration 70B 
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Corporations, Political 12200 

Counting Board 
Supplemental 17040-17042 

Counting Boards 1634,17086 
Absentee Ballot Processing 1401 
Supplemental 17040·17042 

County 
Definition of 10 

County Audi tor 
Impartial Analysis 3781 

County Central Committee 
Ballots 10309 
Experts to Check Voting System 15266 
Nomination, Precinct Board 1639 
Notification of Precinct Board 

Appointment 1642.3 
Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 
Voting Machine Preparation Notice 

15320 

County Central Committee, American 
Independent 

Alternate Members 9703 
Ballots 9723 
Campaigns 9740 
Conditions for Election 9724 
Dues 9745 
Duties of 9742 
Elected Chainnan, Notice of 9744 
Election Dates 9720 
Election of Members 9700-9701 
Eligibil ity 9704 
Ex Officio Members 9702 
Meetings 9730·9733,9743 
Members Allotted 9721 
Nomination Paper 9722 
Oath 9705 
Removal From 9708-9710 
Rules and Regulations 9741 
Vacancy 9706-9707,9711,9725 

County Central Committee, Democratic 
Alternate Members 8826 
Ballots 8873 
Campaigns 8940 
Conditions for Election 8874 
Duties of 8942 
Elected Chairman, Notice of 8944 
Election Dates 8870 
Election of Members 8820·8823.5 
Eligibility 8827,8827 
Ex Offido Members 8824-8825 
Meetings 8922·8923,8943 
Members Allotted 8871 
Nomination Paper 8872 
Oath 8828 
Removal From 8831-8833 
Rules and Regulations 8941 
Vacancy 8829·8830,8834,8875 
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County Elections 

County Central Committee, Peace and 
Freedom 

.. See Also Central Committees, Peace 
and Freedom 

Balance of Membership 9832 
Campaigns 9850 
Dues 9855 
Duties of 9852 
Elected Chairperson, Notice of 9854 
Eligibility 9833 
First Meeting 9831 
Interim Committees, Appointment of 

9838 
Meetings 9842, 9853 
Membership 9831·9832 
Notice of Appointment 9837 
Removal From 9834-9836 
Rules and Regulations 9851 

County Central Committee, Republican 
Alternate Members 9326 
Ballots 9373 
Campaigns 9440 
Conditions for Election 9374 
Duties of 9443 
Election Dates 9370 
Election of Members 9320·9323 
Eligibility 9327 
Ex Officio Members 9324-9325 
Meetings 9422·9423,9444 
Members Allotted 9371 
Nomination Paper 9372 
Oath 9328 
Officers, Selection of 9441 
Removal From 9331-9333 
Rules and Regulations 9442 
Vacancy 9329·9330,9334,9375 

County Charter Amendment 
Board of Supervisors 3701.5 

County Clerk 
Definition of 13,20000,23503 

County Clerk, Duties of 
Candidate's Attorney for Service of 

Process 49 

County Counsel 
Impartial Analysis 3781 

County Election 
Election Dates 2502,2600 

County Election, Chartered 
Election Dates 2503 

County Elections 
Arguments Concerning Measures 

3781·3788 
Initiative 3700-3720 
Mailing 3790 
Referendum 3750·3755.5 
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County Measure 

County Measure 
Definition of 3780 

County Office 
Definition of 34 

County Officer 
Definition of 33 

County Surveyor 
Precinct Maps 1501,1503 

County Treasurer 
Filing Fees 6556 

Damaged Ballots 15240,15270 

Data Processing File of Voters 
Copy to Candidates 611 
Copy to County Central Committee 

611 

Dates 
.. See Election Dates 

Death 
Cancellation of Registration 701 

Death of 
Candidate 6653-6654,6657-6660,8875, 

9375,9725,17113 
Presidential Elector 25104 

Death of Candidate 
Reopening Nomination Period 6490.4 
Signs Advising Cancellation of 

Election 14005.4 
Special Election 6490.3 

Deceased Persons 
Notification to County Clerk 704-704.5 

Declaration of Candidacy 
Campaign Restrictions 11710 
Candidate'S Preparation 6490.5 
Filing Dates 6490-6490.2 
Fonn 6491. 23512.2 
Fonn Obtained From Clerk 6496.5 
State Legislators 25500 
Time Extension 23521.5 
Time Extension, Incumbent Fails to 

File 6490.1 

Deciaration of Candidacy, Partisan 
Office 

Direct Primary 6401 

Declaration of Candidacy, Time 
JudicialOfficers 25301-25302 

Declaration of Candidate for Delegate 
Fonn, Democratic 6238 
Fonn, Peace and Freedom 6238 

Declaration of Inspectors and Election 
Officers 1637 

Declaration of Intention 
JudicialOfficers 25301-25302 
State Legislators 25500 

1993 1-8 

Declaration of Residency 
New Resident Voting 1106-1107 

Defendant 
Definition of 20001 

Defini tion of 
Absent Voter 1000 
Advisory Vote 5353 
Affected County 23503 
Ballot 10330 
Ballot Card 10331 
Ballot Label 10300 
Campaign Advertising 12511 
Campaign Advertising or 

INDEX 

Communications 12511 
Candidate 604.5, 12300.1 
Candidate for Public Office 12512, 

12512 
Candidate, Legally Qualified 52 
Chief Elections Officer 55 
City 10 
City Measur~ 5010 
Clerk 14,5151.5,27002 
Code 12513 
Committee 12300.1 
Contestant 20001 
County 10 
County Clerk 13,20000,23503 
County Measure 3780 
County Office 34 
County Officer 33 
Defendant 20001 
Demonstrator 15003 
Direct Primary 23 
Director 23503 
District 5151,23503 
Domicile 200 
Election 19 
Election Board 40 
Election Official 1000 
Elections Official 15,15004 
Elective Office 23503 
Elective Officer 23503 
Elector 17, 25100 
Electoral Jurisdiction 27004 
Federal Election 1301 
Gender 9 
General District Election 23503 
General Election 20 
Governing Board 27003 
Governing Body 23503 
Holdover Member, Democratic 8661 
Inspector 23535 
Judicial District 30 
Judicial Office 29 
Judicial Officer 28 
Landowner Voting District 23503 
Local Election 25 
Local Officer 27005 
May 11 
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Measure 38 
Municipal Election 22800 
New Citizen 1126 
New Resident 1100 
Nomination Documents 6489 
Nominee Member, Democratic 8661 
Nonpartisan Office 37 
Oath 12 
Official Summary Date 3513 
Overseas Voter 1301 
Partisan Office 36 
Party 35 
Person 12300 
Precinct Board 39, 1630 
Presidential Elector 25100 
Presidential Primary 22 
Primary Election 21 
Principal Act 23503 
Principal County 23503 
Proponents 3502,29710-29711 
Punchcard 10332, 15005 
Punching 10332 
Rebuttable Presumption 214 
Register 16 
Registrar of Voters 13 
Regular Election 26 
Residence 200 
Resident Voting District 23503 
School Measure 5320 
School Office 32 
SchoolOfficer 31 
Secretary 23503 
Section 8 
Shall 11 
Software 15006 
Special Absentee Voter 1000 
Special Election 27 
Statewide Election 24 
Supervising Authority 23503 
Tax Rate 5301 
Tense 9 
Vote Tabulating Device 15010 
Voter 18,23503 
Voting Device 15007 
Voting Machine 15008 
Voting System 15009 
Write-in Ballot, Punchcard 10331 
Writing 7 

Delegate to National Convention 
Office Heading 10220 

Delegates, Number of 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6120-6123 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6305-6307 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6220-6225 
Presidential Primary, Republican 

6005-6008 
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Deputy Registrars 302-303 

Delegates, Selection of 
Presidential Primary, Republican 

6070-6071 

Democratic Party 
County Central Committee Election 

8870-8875 
County Central Committee General 

Business 8940-8944 
County Central Committee Meetings 

8922-8923 
County Central Committee 

Membership 8820-8834 
Holdover Member 8661 
Meetings 8711 
Meetings, General Business 8770-8778 
Nominee Member 8661 
Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 
Presidential Elector 8510 
Presidential Electors, DeSignation of 

8510 
Proxies 8740-8744 
State Central Committee Membership 

8660-8675 

Democratic Party, Presidential Primary 
Ballot 10228.1-10228.3 
Ballot Format Changes 10230.1 
Candidates Selected by Secretary of 

State 6310-6313 
Certificate of Selection 6370-6372 
Certified List of Candidates 6360 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 

6340-6343 
District Delegates 6365-6368 
National Convention Delegates 

6305-6307 
Nomination Paper Arrangement and 

Examination 6345-6351 
Nomination Papers for Unselectect 

Candidates 6315-6316,6330-6338 
Notice of Election 6361-6363 
Steering Committees for Unselected 

Candidates 6325-6329 
Write-in Candidate 6375-6376 

Demonstrator 
Definition of 15003 

Department of Finance 
Fiscal Estimate of Measure 3503-3504 

Deputy 
Authority 6 

Deputy Registrars 302-303 
Bilingual 302 
Payment 302 
Public List of 306 
Qualifications 307-308 
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Designation oJ Candidate 10211.22839 

Designation of Candidate 10211,22839 

Destruction 
Affidavits of Registration 14500 
Ballot Paper, Unused 10003 
Ballots 14306,14810-14811 
Computer Program 14950 
Election Materials, Federal Offices 

14820 
Election Materials, State and Local 

14821 
Fair Campaign Practices 12523 
Index to Affidavits of Registration 

600,14510 
Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

14700 
Nomination Paper 14600 
Petition Signing Memoranda 319 
Precinct Maps 14960 
Precinct Supplies 14970-14971 
Precinct Supplies, Federal Offices 

14970 
Precinct Supplies, State or Local 14971 
Recall Petition 14900 
Roster of Voters 14800 
Uncancelled Affidavits of Registration 

702 
Voted Ballot Cards, Federal Offices 

14830 
Voted Ballot Cards, State or Local 

14831 
Voted BaHots 14830-14831 

Digest of Election Laws 
Elections, Conduct of 14001 

Direct Primary 
Declaration of Candidacy, Partisan 

Office 6401 
Definition of 23 
Election Dates 2551 
Nominations, Independent 6402 
Notice of Election 6464-6466 
Notice of Offices for Candidates to Be 

Nominated 6462-6466 
Party Qualifications 6430-6432 
Petition to Participate in Primary 

Election 6430 
Tie Vote 6613 

Director 
Definition of 23503 

Disaster, Election Plan 50 

District 
Definition of 5151,23503 

District Attorney 
Impartial Analysis 3781 

District Committee, Republican 
County Central Committee, 

Composition 9503 
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Membership of 9502 
Name of 9501 
Officers, Election of 9504 
Removal From 9507-9509 
Vacancy 9505-9506,9510 

District Elections 

INDEX 

... See Special and Local Elections 
Absent Voting 23531-23531.5 
Absentee Voting, Special Provisions 

23531.5 
Bond Issues 5300-5305 
Candidate, Appointment of 23520 
Candidates'Statement 23510.5, 

23540.5 
Canvass, Official 23550-23551 
Certificate of Election 23555 
Changing Election Dates, Resolution 

23302.1 
Consolidation of Election 23302.3 
Consolidation of Precincts 23557 
Contribution Umitations 23544 
Cost Reimbursement 23524 
Death of Candidate 23530.5 
Declaration of Duties 23539 
Declaration of Elected Candidates 

23554 
Delivery of Notice 23504 
Election At Large 23526.5 
Election Conducted by County Clerk 

23523-23523.7 
Election Dates 2502,2603, 

23509-23509.5 
Election Returns 23547 
Examination of Declaration of 

Candidacy 23512.1 
Filing Campaign Statement 23559 
Filing Time Extension 23521.5 
Hours Polls Open 23541 
Initiative 5150-5162 
Inspector 23535 
Landowner District, Notice of 

Boundaries, Time 23527 
Landowner District, Qualified Voter 

List 23527.5 
Mailed - 23511.1 
Mailed - Ballot Election 1341,2604, 

23511.1-23511.4,23557.5 
Mailed - Ballot Election, Limitations 

23557.5 
Mailings 5210 
Marina County Water District 23509.2 
Nomination Paper .23512 
Notice of Boundaries, TIme 23526 
Notice of Election 23511,23540 
Notice of Offices to Be Filled 23510.5 
Oath of Candidate 23512.6 
Polling Place, Establishing, Time 23528 
Precinct Board 23534 
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Precinct Board, Establishing, Time 
23528 

Preparation of Ballots 23529-23530 
Published Notice, Posting 23521 
Qualification of Candidate 23513 
Recount 23549 
Referendum 5200-5202 
Roster of Voters 23533 
School District Elections 5320-5329 
Statement of Results 23553 
Statement to Secretary of State 23554.5 
Substitutes, Appointment of 

23536-23537 
Taking Office 23556 
Term of Office 23506-23508 
Tie Vote 23554 
Time Extension, Inrumbent Fails to 

File 23521.5 
Voter List 23533 
Voter Qualifications 23525 
Voting by Proxy 23532 
Voting Procedure, Landowner 23542 
Withdrawal of Candidate 23512 

Domicile 
Definition of 200 
Determination of 200-217 
More Than One Precinct 216 

Election 
Definition of 19 

Election Board 
Definition of 40 

Election Commission, Disaster 
Governor, Duties of SO 

Election Contests 
Affidavit, Improper Conduct 

20302-20304 
Annulment of Election 20116 
Appeal 20115, 20339 
Certificate of Election or Nomination 

20110-20111 
Costs 20112-20114,20305 
Expenses 20088 
General Elections 2002{}-20116 
Grounds and Procedures 20020-20376 
Grounds for Contest 20020-20024, 

20300 
Place of Filing 20331 
Presidential Electors 20002 
Primary Elections 20300-20376 
Procedure by Contestant 20050-20053 
Procedure by County Oerk and Court 

20080-20089 
Recount 20200-20376 
Recount of Ballots 20084 
Time and Place for Trial 20337 
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Elections. Conduct of 

Election Dates 22005,23509.5 
Central Committees, Peace and 

Freedom 9760 
County Central Committee, American 

Independent 9720 
County Central Committee, 

Democratic 8870 
County Central Committee, 

Republican 9370 
County Election 2502, 2600 
County Election, Chartered 2503 
Day of Week 2520 
Direct Primary 2551 
District Elections 2502,2603, 

23509-23509.5 
General Election 2550 
Initiative and Referendum 2503 
Local Election 2502,26()()..2604 
Mailed - Ballot 23511.1 
Mailed - Ballot Election 2503,2604 
Municipal Election 2502,2601 
Municipal Election, Chartered 2503 
Presidential Primary 2552 
Recall 2503 
Regular Election 2500 
Runoff Election 20501 
School Election 2502-2503,2602 
Special Election 2503,2650-2653, 

3709-3710,4020,4055 
Special Primary Election 7200.5 
Statewide Election 2501,2550-2554 

Election Expenses 
Bids 10000 
Purchasing Agent 10000 
Treasury, City 10000 
Treasury, County 10000 

Election Law Meetings 58 

Election Officer 
.. See Precinct Board 

Election Officers Digest 
.. See Digest of Election Laws 

Election Official 
Definition of 1000 

Election Return Centers 17060-17063 

Electioneering 14005.3,14205,29470 

Electioneering During Absentee 
Voting 29473 

Elections Official 
Definition of 15,15004 

Elections, Conduct of 
Ballot Receipt 14004 
Ballot Translation 14008 
Ballot, Canceled 14250 
Ballot, Destruction of 14306 
Ballot, Insufficient Quantity 14255 
Ballot, Marking of 14237-14241 

1993 



Elective Office 

Ballot, Quantities 14002 
Ballot, Reconciliation of 14305 
Ballot, Spoiled 14242-14243 
Ballot, Unused 14303-14304 
Challenge 14216-14229 
Closing of Polls 14300-14306 
Computer Program to Secretary of 

State 14950 
Delivery of Ballots 14003 
Digest of Election Laws 14001 
Facsimile Ballot, Posting 14203 
Facsimile Ballot, Provide to Voter 

14214 
Index to Affidavits of Registration, 

Maintenance 14251-14252 
Index to Affidavits of Registration, 

Notation of Vote 14247 
Index to Affidavits of Registration, 

Posting 14204 
Instruction Card, Posting 14202 
Poll Hours 14206 
Poll Hours, Insufficient Ballot 

Quantity 14255 
Polling Place Regulations 14400-14405 
Polling Place, Arrangement of 14201 
Precinct Board, Duties of 14200-14405 
Precinct Supplies 14005-14005.3 
Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 
Purchasing Agent Utilization 14000 
Roster, Fonn of 14005.5-14006 
School District Governing Boards, 

Orange County, County of Los 
Angeles 14009 

Signs Advising Cancellation of 
Election 14005.4 

Signs, Polling Place 14005.3,14205 
Start of Voting 14207-14208 
Time Offfor Voting 14350-14352 
Voter Assistance 14234-14236 
Voter Privileges 14350-14354 
Voting Booth Occupancy 14402 
Voting Booths 14007 
Voting Procedure 14210-14252 

Elective Office 
Definition of 23503 
Eligibility 75 

Elective Officer 
Definition of 23503 

Elector 
Definition of 17,25100 

Electoral College 
... See Also Presidential Electors 16 

Electoral Jurisdiction 
Definition of 27004 

Electronic or Electromechanical Voting 
Systems 

... See Voting Systems 

Eligibility 
Appointed Office 75 
Elective Office 75 

Emergency Elections 
Municipal Election 23100-23112 

Employer 
Time Offfor Voting 14350-14352 

Endorsements of Candidates 
11700-11710 

INDEX 

Authorization for Use of Name 12302 
Contents of Endorsements 

11703-11705 
Fund Raising Communications 12302 
Misrepresentation of Endorsement 

11707 
Political Advertisements 11708 
Simulated Ballots 11709 

Enumeration District 
Precinct Boundaries 1513-1514 

Equalization Districts 
Boundaries 30040-30044 

Facsimile Ballot 
Posting 14203 
Provide to Voter 14214 

Failure to File 
Incumbent, District - Time Extension 

23521.5 
Incumbent, Municipal - Time 

Extension 22840.5 
Incumbent, Municipal-Time Extension 

6490.1 

Federal Communications Commission 
52 

Federal Election' 
Definition of 1301 

Federal Elections 
Affidavits of Registration 1304-1308 
Examination of Affidavit 1307-1308 
Overseas Citizens and Voters 

1300-1310 
Residents Outside of U. S. 1301-1310 
Return of Ballot 1310 
Voter Registration Card 1304-1306 

Federal Property, Precinct on 1644 

Fees 
... See Also Filing Fees 
Certified Copy of Affidavit 512 
Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

3702,4002-4004 
Registration Fees Prohibited 318 

Felony 
Cancellation of Registration 701,708 

Filing Fees 6552-6556 
Municipal Election 22843 
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Petition in Lieu of 6494.1, 6555,6834.1 
Write-in Candidate 7304 

Filing Time 
Declaration of Candidacy, 

Independent 6810 
Nomination Paper, Independent 

Candidate 6833 
Write-in Candidate 7301 

Fiscal Estimate of Measure 
Department of Finance 3503-3504 
Legislative BUdget Committee 

3503-3504 

Form 
Absent Ballot Application 1006 
Absent Voter Notice 10017 
Absent Voter, Permanent 1451-1452 
Affidavit of Candidacy 6920 
Affidav~t of Candidate for Delegate, 

Amencan Independent 6138 
Affidavit of Circulator, Recall 27036 
Affidavit of Solicitor 3519 
Affidavits of Registration 500,506,508 
Affidavits of Registration, Overseas 

1306 
American Independent State Central 

Committee Appointment 9640.2 
Application for Voter Registration 

Information 608 
Arguments - Rebuttal, County 3787 
Arguments - Rebuttal, District 5157.5 
Arguments - Rebuttal, Municipal 

4015.5,5014.5 
Arguments for and Against 

Ordinances, County 3714 
Arguments for and Against, County 

3783 
Arguments, County 3714 
Arguments, District 5157 
Arguments, Municipal 4015,5013 
Ballot Card 10334-10335 
Ballot Format, American Independent 

Presidential 6170 
Ballot Format, Peace and Freedom 
- Presidential 6270-6271 

Ballot Format, Republican Presidential 
6080 

Ballot Label 10300-10309 
Ballot Pamphlet 3570-3572.5 
Ballots 10200.5-10235 
Ballots, Vote Tabulating Devices 

10320-10327 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
Certificate of Candidates Nominated 

6620 
Certificate of Performance, Precinct 

Board 17013 
Certificate to Nomination Paper, 

American Independent Presidential 
6158 

1-13 

Form 

Certificate to Nomination Paper, 
Democratic Presidential 6350 

Certificate to Nomination Paper, Peace 
and Freedom Presidential 6257 

Certificate to Nomination Paper, 
Republican Presidential 6045 

Certified List of Candidates 6583-6584 
Certified List of Candidates, American 

Independent Presidential 6160 
Certified List of Candidates, 

Democratic Presidential 6360 
Certified List of Candidates, Peace and 

Freedom Presidential 6260-6261 
Certified List of Candidates, Republican 

Presidential 6050 
Charter Amendment Petition, 

Municipal 4085 
Cit'Culators Appointment 6498 
Circulators Appointment, American 

Independent Presidential 6149-6150 
Ch-culators Appointment, Democratic 

Presidential 6341 
Circulators Appointment, 

Independent 6863 
Circulators Appointment, Peace and 

Freedom Presidential 6249-6250 
Circulators Appointment, Republican 

Presidential 6031 
Code of Fair Campaign Practices 

12520 
Declaration of Candidacy 6491, 

23512.2 
Declaration of Candidacy, 

Independent 6810 
Declaration of Candidate for Delegate 

Democratic Party 6328 ' 
Declaration of Inspectors and Election 

Officers 1637 
Declaration of Intention 25500 
Declaration of ReSidency 1106-1107 
Delegates, Number of 6005-6008, 

6120-6123,6220-6225,6305-6307 
Democratic State Central Committee 

Appointment 8660.2 
Heading of Proposed Initiative 3501 
Identification Envelope 1009 
Index to Affidavits of Registration 600 
Initiative Petition 3507-3508,3516-3519 
List of Election Officers, Municipal 

22834 
List of Nominees, Municipal 22833 
Mailed - Ballot Election 

23511.1-23511.4 
Measure 10235-10236 
National Change of Address 805 
New ReSident Envelope 1103 
New ReSident Notice 1106 
Nomination Paper 6494 
Nomination Paper, American 

Independent Presidential 6146-6147 
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Gender 

Nomination Paper, Democratic 
Presidential 6338 

Nomination Paper, Independent 
Candidate 6838 

Nomination Paper, Peace and Freedom 
Presidential 6246-6247 

Nomination Paper, Republican 
Presidential 6028 

Nomination Paper, Write-in 7302 
Nomination Papers, Municipal 22841 
Notice of Election 6587 
Notice of Election, American 

Independent Presidential 6163 
Notice of Election, Democratic 

Presidential 6363 
Notice of Election, Direct Primary 6465 
Notice of Election, Municipal 22831 
Notice of Election, Peace and Freedom 

Presidential 6264 
Notice of Election, Republican 

Presidential 6053 
Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

4002-4004 
Notice of Intention to Circulate 

Petition 3702.1 
Notice of Offices for Candidates to Be 

Nominated 6463 
Notice to Inspector 1645 
Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 
Petition 41, 44 
Petition to Participate in Primary 

Election 6430 
Petition, Notice to Public 41.5 
Proxy, American Independent 9670 
Proxy, Democratic 8740 
Proxy, Republican 9240.5 
Recall Petition 27032 
Referendum Measure 3755.5 
Referendum Petition 3509-3510, 

3516-3519 
Republican State Central Committee 

Appointment 9160.9 
Residency Confirmation, Post Election 

802 
Residency Confirmation, Preelection 

800 
Roster of Voters 804,14005.5-14006 
Same Name, Candidates 10231 
Sample Ballot, Punchcard Voting 

10336 
Sample Ballot, Vote Tabulating Device 

10324 
Sample Ballots, Voting Machine 

10306-10307.5 
Statement of Number of Signers 6508 
Statement of Registration 6461 
Statement of Results, Voting Machine 

15361-15362 
Synopsis of Measures, Municipal 

22835 

Tally Sheet 17010 
Voter Notification 504 

INDEX 

Voter Registration Card SOL S06, 508 

Gender 
Definition of 9 

General District Election 
Definition of 23503 

General Election 
Congress of the United States 25000 
Definition of 20 
Election Dates 2550 
Precinct Boundaries 1514 

Governing Board 
Definition of 27003 

Governing Body 
Definition of 23503 

Governing Body, Duties of 
Consolidated Election 23311 

Governor 
Tie Vote 20S02.5-20S03 

Governor, Duties of 
Election Commission, Disaster 50 
Emergency Elections 23100-23112 
Presidential Elector 25102 
Proclamation Calling Election 2553, 

2651 

Handicapped 
Polling Place Notice 10010.2 
Voter Assistance 14234 

Holidays 
Election Day Not to Precede or Follow 

2520 
Time Extension 60 

House Number Change 
Affidavits of Registration 215 

Identification Envelope 
Absent Voting 1009 
Verification of Signature 1015 

Impartial Analysis 
Initiative and Referendum, County 

3781 
Public Examination 3795,5025,5330 

Incumbent 
Ballots 10211-10212 
Death of Incumbent, Judicial 25305 
Fail to File, District - Extension 23521.5 
Fail to File, Extension 6490.1 
Fail to File, Municipal- Extension 

22840.5 
JudicialOfficers 25304 
Unopposed Judicial, Placement on 

Ballot 25304 

Index to Affidavits of Registration 
Alphabetical 511 
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INDEX 

Application for Voter Registration 
Information 608 

Bound Copy 606 
Cancellation of Registration 703 
Confidential Voter Registration 615 
Cost of Copies 603-605 
County Clerk to Supply Copies 

603-605 
Destruction 600,14510 
Form 600 
Maintenance by Precinct Board 

14251-14252 
Municipal Election 603 
New Citizen Index 1130 
New Resident Index 1109 
Notation of Vote 14247 
Number of Copies 602 
Posting 14204 
Preparation of 600-601 
Preservation 600,14510 
Provide to Precinct Board 609 
Street Address Order 612 
Supplement 600-603 
Supplied to Secretary of State 607 
Type Size 600 
Voter List Following Cancellation 610 
Voter List, Those Having Voted 611.1 

Inidiative and Referendum, District 
Campaign Contributions 5358 

Initiative and Referendum 
"See Also "Initiative and Referendum, 

County, District, Municipal or State" 

Election Dates 2503 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Signature Verification 301 

Initiative and Referendum Petitions 
Destruction 14700 
Preservation 14700 

Initiative and Referendum, County 
Amendment of Ordinance 3719 
Arguments for and Against 3782-3788 
Arguments for and Against - by Voter 

3782 
Arguments for and Against 

Ordinances, County 3714 
Available Upon Request 3713 
Ballot Wording, Form of 3751.7 
Board of Supervisors, Duties of 

3709-3710 
Campaign Contributions 5358 
Circulation of Petition 3704-3705 
Conflicting Ordinances 3717 
Consent of Person Named in 

Argument 3785.1 
District Bond Election 3788 
Effective Date 3716,3751-3752 
Enacting Clause, Form of 3718 

Initiative and Referendum, District 

Examination of Signatures 3706-3708 
Filing of Petition 3706 
Impartial Analysis 3781 
Mailing 3790 
Notice of Election 3712 
Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

3702 
Notice of Intention to Circulate 

Petition 3702.1 
Petition Certification 3707-3711 
Petition Protesting Adoption 

3753-3755 
Petition, Form of 3704.5 
Public Examination 3795 
Publication of Intent to Circulate 3702 
Rebuttal Argument 3787 
Referendum, Form of 3755.5 
Repeal of Ordinance 3719 
Report of Proposed Initiative 3705.5 
Report on County Initiatives 3705.6 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Signatures Required 3703 
Special Election 3709-3710 
Submission by Board of Supervisors 

3750 
Submission to Board of Supervisors 

3701 
Time of Election 3709-3711 
Title and Summary 3702.5 
Title or Summary, Writ of Mandate 

3702.7 
Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 
Withdrawal of Measure 5354-5355 
Withdrawal of Signature 5352 

Initiative and Referendum, District 
Affidavit of Circulator 5152.6 
Arguments for and Against 5157 
Available Upon Request 5156 
Ballot Wording, Form of 5200.1 
Conflicting Ordinances 5160 
Consent of Person Named in 

Argument 5157.6 
Date for Submission of Arguments 

5157.2 
Effective Date 5200.1 
Enacting Clause, Form of 5161 
Examination of Signatures 5153 
Filing of Petition 5153 
Impartial Analysis 5156.5 
Impartial Analysis, Water District 

5156.6 
Mailings 5210 
Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

1-15 

5152.1-5152.3 
Notification to Proponents 5153 
Number of Signatures 5154 
Petition Circulation 5152.4 
Petition Filing Date 5152.5 
Public Examination 5215 

1993 



Initiative and Referendum, Municipal 

Random Sampling Technique 5153.5 
Rebuttal Argument 5157.5 
Repeal of 5162 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Submission by Governing Board 5201 
Submission by Petition 5152 
Submission of Ordinance 5154.3 
Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 
Withdrawal of Measure 5354-5355 
Withdrawal of Signature 5352 

Initiative and Referendum, Municipal 
Affidavit of Solicitor 4007 
Arguments Concerning City Measures 

3011-5016 
Arguments for and Against 4015, 

5014.5 
Arguments for and Against - by Voter 

5012 
Arguments for and Against - Selection 

5013 
. Arguments, Rebuttal 4015.5 

Available Upon Request 4018 
Ballot Wording, Fonn of 4050.1 
Campaign Contributions 5358 
Circulation of Petition 4005 
Conflicting Ordinances 4016 
Consent of Person Named in 

Argument 5014.1 
Effective Date 4013,4050-4050.1,4055, 

4059 
Enacting Clause, Form of 4019 
Examination of Signatures 4009, 

4053-4054 
Filing of Petition 4006-4008, 

4053-4054,4056 
Impartial Analysis 5011 
Legislative Body, Duties of 4010-4011 
Mailing 5020 
Mayor May Veto 4012,4058 
Petition Protesting Adoption 4051 
Petition Signatures 4010-1011 
Preservation of Petition 4054 
Procedure When More Than One 

Argument 5016 
Public Examination 5025 
Publication of Intent to Circulate 

4002-4004 
Rebuttal Argument 5014.5 
Referendum, Form 4052 
Report on Municipal Initiatives 4009.6 
Report on Proposed Initiative 4009.5 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Special Election 4010-4011,4020,4055 
Submission by Legislative Body or 
. Petition 4001,4017 

Time Limit for Receiving Arguments 
3015 

Time of Election 4010,4020,4055 
Title and Summary 4002.5 

1993 

INDEX 

Title or Summary, Writ of Mandate 
4002.7 

Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 
Withdrawal of Measure 5354-5355 
Withdrawal of Signature 5352 

Initiative and Referendum, State 
AffidavitofSolicttor 3519 
Arguments for and Against - by 

Legislature 3526-3529 
Arguments for and Against - by Voter 

3559-3567 
Ballot Pamphlet'" See "Ballot 

Pamphlet" 
Ballot Title 3530-3533 
Ballot Title and Summary 3502.5 
Campaign Contributions 5358 
Circulator 3517-3519 
Consent of Person Named in 

Argument 3564.1 
Copies to Senate and Assembly 3523.1 
Examination of Signatures 3520-3521 
Fee, Submittal 3503 
Filing Date, Initiative 3513 
Filing of Petitions 3520 
Fiscal Estimate 3503-3504 
Form of Petition 3507-3510,3516-3519 
Heading of Proposed Initiative 3501 
Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

3500-3524 
Notice of Measure Qualification 3523 
Number of Signatures 3524 
Official Summary Date 3513 
Petition Certification 3520-3521 
Placement on Ballot 3525 
Procedure Pamphlet 3515.1 
Qualification 3525 
Qualification Time Limit 3514 
Random Sampling 3520 
Rebuttal Argument 3567 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Sections 3515 
Signature Verification 3520 
Signatures 3517-3519 
Submission At Statewide Election 3505 
Submittal by Legislature 3525-3529 
Withdrawal of Arguments 5351 
Withdrawal of Measure 5354-5355 
Withdrawal of Signature 5352 

Inspector 
... See Precinct Board 1637 

Instruction Card, Posting 
Elections, Conduct of 14202 

Instructions to Voters 

1-16 

Ballots 10204-10205 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6170 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6271 
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Presidential Primary, Republican 6080 
Voting Systems 15222 

Judicial District 
Definition of 30 

Judicial Office 
Definition of 29 

Judicial Officer 
Definition of 28 

Judicial Officers 
Ballots 25303 
Death of Incumbent 25305 
Declaration of Candidacy, Time 

25301-25302 
Declaration of Intention 25301-25302 
Incumbent 25304 
Separate Offices 25300 
Unopposed Incumbent, Placement on 

Ballot 25304 

Justice of the Supreme Court 
Office Heading 10220 

Landowner District Election 
Notice of Boundaries 23527 
Qualified Voter List 23527.5 

Landowner Voting District 
Definition of 23503 

Language Requirement 
oj. See Bilingual 

Legislative Analyst 
Fiscal Estimate of Measure 3504 
Impartial Measure Analysis 3572 

Legislative Budget Committee 
Fiscal Estimate of Measure 3503-3504 

Legislative Counsel 
Ballot Pamphlet 3575 
Ballot Title and Summary 3502.5 

Libel and Slander 
Action Brought by Candidate 12530 
Election Campaigns 12527 
Persons Libel 12528 

Lieutenant Governor 
Tie Vote 20502.5-20503 

List of Election Officers, Municipal 
Form 22834 
Precinct Board 22834 
Publication 22834 

List of Nominees, Municipal 
Form 22833 
Publication 22833 

Local Election 
• See Special and Local Elections 
Definition of 25 
Election Dates 2502,2600-2604 
Proclamation Calling Election 2653 

Municipal Election 22935 

Local Officer 
Definition of 27005 

Mail Election 
.. See Mailed - Ballot Election 

Mailed - Ballot Election 
Conditions for 1340-1340.5 
District Elections 1341, 

23511.1-23511.4,23557.5 
Election Dates 2604,23509.5 
Limitations 23557.5 
Sample Ballots 1351 
Voted Ballot, Return of 1352-1353 

Mailing Address Change 215 

Mailing Reimbursement 
Ballot Pamphlet 3578.5 

Majority, Nonpartisan 
Nominated Candidates 6611 

Maps 
Boundaries 30000 
Precinct Maps 1501,1503,1511 
Precinct Maps, Filing 14960 

Marina County Water District 
District Elections 23509.2 

Marking Device 
Provision for Marking Ballot 14237 
Vote Tabulating Devices 10326 

May 
Definition of 11 

Measure 
.. See Also Initiative and Referendum 
Condensed Statement 10301-10302, 

10327, 10335 
Definition of 38 
Form 10235-10236 
Measure, Condensed Statement 

10327,10335 
Numbering of Measures 10219 
Numbering State Measures, 20 Year 

Sequential 10219.5 
Order of Measures 10213,10218 
Qualification 3525 
Qualification Time Limit 3514 
Synopsis of Measures, Municipal 

22835 

Measures 
School District Elections 5322-5328 

Meetings, Election Law 58 

Member of Congress 
Certificate of Election 25050 

Mental Incompetence 707.5-707.6 
Cancellation of Registration 701 

Municipal Election 22935 
.. See Also Consolidated Election 
.. See Special and Local Elections 

1-17 1993 



Name Change 

Absentee Ballot Processing 22930.5 
Affidavit of Circulator 22838 
Appointment to Office 22843.5-22844 
Ballot Designations, Municipal 22602 
Cancel Elections, Municipal 22843.5 
Canvass of Returns 22932 
Canvass of Returns, Early 22932.5 
Certificate of Election 22934 
City Charter Amendments 4080-4093 
Clerk to Furnish, Nomination Papers 

22842 
Consolidation of Election 23302.3 
Contribution Urnitations 22808 
Counting Absent Ballots 22930.5 
Counting of Votes 22930 
Declaration of Duties 22902 
Definition of 22800 
Election Dates 2502, 2601 
Election Dates - Chartered City 2503 
Emergency Elections 23100-23112 
Filing Date, Nomination Paper 

22840-22840.5 
Filing Fees 22843 
Index to Affidavits of Registration 603 
Initiative 4000-4021 
List of Election Officers, Form 22834 
List of Nominees, Form 22833 
Mailing 5020 
Nominated, No One 22843.5-22844 
Nominated, One Person 22843.5-22844 
Nomination Papers, Examination of 

22600 
Nomination Papers, Form 22841 
Nomination, Method of 22836 
Notice of Election 22830-22831 
Opening of Polls 22903 
Precinct 22804 
Precinct Board 22805 
Precinct Supplies 22900 
Proposition, Submittal 22807 
Recall 27330-27334 
Recount 22935 
Referendum 4050-4061 
Sample Ballots 22832 
Signatures to Nomination Paper 22837 
Statement of Acceptance, Nomination 

22839 
Statement of Votes Cast 22933 
Synopsis of Measures, Form 22835 
Time Extension, Incumbent Fails to 

File 22840.5 
Vote Count in Precinct 22930 
Withdrawal of Candidate 22840 
Write--in Votes 22603 

Name Change 
Candidate 10209 
Candidate Name 10209 
Registration 311.5,311.5 
Surname 14213 

1993 1-18 

National Change of Address 
Fonn 805 

New Citizen 
Definition of 11 26 

New Citizen Voting 
NewOtizen Index 1130 

INDEX 

Processing of Ballot 1129 
Registration Period 1127 
Registration Period After Close 1128 

New Resident 
Definition of 1100 
Fonn - Envelope 1103 
Form - New Resident Notice 1106 

New Resident Voter List 
Preservation 14990 

New Resident Voting 
Affidavits of Registration 1101.5 
Canvassed As Absentee Ballot 1105 
Declaration of Residency 1106-1107 
New Resident Envelope 1103 
New Resident List 1109 
New Resident Notice 1106 
Procedures for 1101-1109 
Registration Period 1101 

Nominated Candidates 
Certificate of Election or Nomination 

6615-6619 
MajOrity, Nonpartisan 6611 
Nonpartisan Office 6611-6614 
Plurality, County Central Committee 

6614.5 
Plurality, Partisan 6610 

Nomination Documents 
Definition of 6489 
Residence Address Verification 45 

Nomination Paper 
Candidate's Preparation 6490.5 
Central Committees, Peace and 

Freedom 9772,9775 
Circulators Appointment 6497-6499 
County Central Committee, American 

Independent 9722 
County Central Committee, 

Democratic 8872 
County Central Committee, 

Republican 9372 
Deli very to County Clerk 6496-6496.5 
Destruction 14600 
District Elections 23512 
Examination, Municipal Election 

22600 
Extension 22840.5 
Filed With County Clerk, Time 6509 
Filing Date, Municipal 22840-22840.5 
Filing Dates 6490-6490.2 
Filing Fees 6552-6556 
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Filing Fees, Petition in Lieu of 6494.1, 
6555 

Form 6494 
Form Obtained From Clerk 6496.5 
Form, American Independent 

Presidential 6146-6147 
Form, Democratic Presidential 6338 
Form, Munici pal 22841 
Form, Peace and Freedom Presidential 

6246-6247 
Form, Republican Presidential 6028 
More Than One Office 6402 
Nomination Document, to Secretary of 

State 6505 
Nomination, Method of, Municipal 

22836 
Oath or Affirmation 70 
Official Filing Forms 6551 
Place of Filing 6550 
Preservation 14600 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6113-6114,6141-6147 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6315-6316,6330-6338 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6214-6215,6239-6247 
Presidential Primary I Republican 

601:>-6028 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Signature Verification, Random 

Sampling 6555.5 
Signatures 53 
Signatures, Municipal 22837 
Signatures, Number Required 6495 
Signers 6500-6502 
State Legislators 25500 
Statement of Acceptance, Municipal 

22839 
Time Extension 6490.1,22840.5 
Verification Fee, Prohibited 6504 
Verification of Signatures 6506-6507 
Write-in Candidate 7302 

Nomination Paper, Independent 
Candidate 

Affidavit of Candidacy 6920 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 

6860-6864 
Filing Fees, Petition in Lieu of 6834.1 
Filing Time 6833 
Form 6838 
Nomination Paper, Examination and 

Certification 6890-6894 
Number of Signatures 6831 
Sections 6835 
Signature Verification 6831.1-6832 
Signature Verification, Random 

Sampling 6831.1 
Signing 6834 
Verification Fee, Prohibited 6836 

Oaths. Administering of 

Verification Time 6833 

Nomination Papers, Independent 
Candidate 

Residence Address Verification 45 

Nomination, Special Election 
Candidate Placement on Ballot 

7202-7203 
Consolidation 7204 
Majority 7202 
Plurality 7203 
Primary 7201 
Vacancy, to Fill 7200.5 

Nominations, Independent 
Declaration of Candidacy 6810 
Direct Primary 6402 
Eligibility 6800-6801 
Presidential Electors 6803-6804 

Nonpartisan Office 
Definition of 37 
Nominated. Candidates 6611-6614 
Party Affiliation 6401.5 

Notice of Election 
Consolidated Election 23312 
Direct Primary 6464-6466 
District Elections 23511,23540 
Form 6587 
Form, American Independent 

Presidential 6163 
Form, Democratic Presidential 6363 
Form, Direct Primary 6465 
Form, Municipal 22831 
Form, Peace and Freedom 6264 
Form, Republican Presidential 6053 
Municipal Election 22830-22831 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6161-6163 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6361-6363 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6262-6264 
Presidential Primary, Republican 

6051-6053 
Publication 2554,2651,5155 

Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition 
Initiative and Referendum, County 

3702.1 

Notice of Offices for Candidates to Be 
Nominated 

Form 6463 

Notice to Inspector 1645 

Oath 
Definition of 12 

Oaths, Administering of 
Precinct Board 1637 

1-19 1993 



Occupational Designation 

Occupational Designation 
Ballots 10211 
Incumbent 10211-10212 

Office Heading 10220 

Order of Measures 
Ballots 10213,10216 

Order of Names 
Ballots 10216-10217.7 
Rotation 10216 

Order of Offices 
Ballots 10213 

Overseas Citizens and Voters 
Federal Elections 1300-1310 

Overseas Voter 
Definition of 1301 

Overseas Voters 
Affidavits of Registration 1304-1306 
Residents Outside of V. S. 1301-1310 
Voter Registration Card 1304-1306 

Partisan Office 
Definition of 36 

Party 
Definition of 35 

Party Affiliation 
Nonpartisan Office 6401.5 
Registration 501-502 

Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 

Party Qualifications 
Direct Primary 6430-6432 
Disqualification of Party 6432 
Recognition Requirements 6431 
Registration Requirements 6430.5 

Peace and Freedom Party 
Central Committee Members 

9760-9765 
County Central Committee General 

Business 9850-9854 
County Central Committee Meetings 

9642-9643 
County Central Committee 

Membership 9831-9838 
Election 9770-9786 
Meetings 9801 
Meetings, General Business 9810-9823 
Presidential Electors 9823 
State Central Committee Membership 

9790-9794 

Peace and Freedom Party, Presidential 
Primary 

Ballot Portions 6202 
Candidates Selected by Secretary of 

State 6210-6213 
Certificate of Election 6285-6289 
Certified Delegate List 6260-6264 

1993 

Delegate Selection Portion, Ballot 
6230-6238 

National Convention Delegates 
6220-6225, 6290-6294 

No FIling Fee 6203 
Nomination Papers 6214--6215, 

6239-6258 
Primary Ballot 6270-6271 
Write-in Candidate 6272 

Penal Provisions 
Absent Voter Application, 

Nonconforming 29505 
Application 29100 
Ballots 295OD-29501 
Bribes 29421 

INDEX 

Campaign Fund Violations 29795 
Campaign Violations 29413 
Candidate, False Claim 29430 
Electioneering 29470 
Electioneering During Absentee 

Voting 29473 
Felony 29645 
Fine, Soliciting Disclosure 29506 
Fines and Imprisonment 29101-29102 
Mass Mailing 29416 
Misdemeanor 29460 
Misrepresentation by Candidates 

29450-29451 
Misuse of State Publications 29490 
Nomination Violations 2930()"29305 
Petition Circulation Violations 

29720-29791 
Political Meetings, Prevention of 29440 
Polling Place Information 29415 
Precinct Board Member Violations 

29800 
Registration Violations 29200-29207 
Simulated Sample Ballot 29414 
Solicitation of Funds 29460 
Vandalism, Polling Place 29480 
Voting Violations 29610-29657 
Voting, Payment for 29420 

Pennanent Absent Voter 
Application 1451-1453 
Ballot Processing 1455 
Cancellation 1456 
Eligibility 1451 
List 1454 

Person 
Definition of 12300 

Petition 

1-20 

• See Also Charter Amendments, 
Municipal 

• See Also Initiative and Referendum 
• See Also Nomination Paper 
Circulation Dates 44 
Circulator 42 
Circulator, Declaration of 44 
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Form 41,44 
Form, Notice to Public 41.5 
In Lieu of Filing Fee 6494.1,6555, 

6834.1 
Initiative and Referendum 3500-3524 
Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 

3702,4002-401)4,5152.1-5152.3 
Recall 27030-27037,27210-27217 
Signature Verification, Random 

Sampling 6555.5 
Signature Withdrawal 5352 
Signature Withdrawn 43 
Signers 41 

Petition Signing Memoranda 
Destruction 319 
Use of 319 

Petition to Participate in Primary 
Election 

Form 6430 

Plurality 54 
County Central Committee 

Candidates 6614.5 
Exceptions 17110-17111 
Partisan Candidates 6610 

Political Advertisements 
Endorsements of Candidates 11708 

Political Corporations 12200 

Political Parties, Other 
Abandonment 9954 
Affidavits of Registration 9953 
Notice of Political Party 9952 
Presidential Primary 9956 
Procedures for Activities 9955 
Qualification Requirements 9951 

Political Party Designations 
Ballots 10210 

Polling Place 
.. See Also Precinct 
Alcoholic Beverages 14404 
Arrangement 14201 
Ballot Tabulation 15260,15263 
Change of Location 1650 
Closing the Polls 15240-15243 
Consolidated Election 23305 
Designation of, Time 1638,1648 
Federal Property, Precinct on 1644 
Free of Charge 1504.5 
Handicapped, Accessible to 1638.5 
Hours Polls Open, Municipal 22903 
Landowner District Election 23528 
Location Inside Precinct Boundaries 

22030 
Mobilehome 1638.7 
Notice to Voter 10010 
Poll Hours 14206 
Polling Place Notice 10010.2 

1-21 

Precinct Board 

Procedures, Oosing the Polls 
14300-14306 

Procedures, Election Day 14200-14252 
Procedures, Voting Machine 

15340-15346 
Procedures, Voting System Election 

15220-15227 
Public Buildings 1504 
Publication 1642,1642.9-1643.3 
Regulations 14400-14427 
School Buildings 1504 
Start of Voting 14207-14208 
State Ow-ned Facilities 1504.6 
Write-in Tabulation 15242 

Precinct 
• See Also Polling Place 
Ballot Tabulation 15260,15263 
Boundary Alteration 1503 
Boundary Restrictions 1513-1514 
Consolidated Election Boundaries 

23303-23304 
Consolidation 22030 
Consolidation Limitations 1508.5 
Division Into Groups 1506 
Division of 1507 
Federal Property, Precinct on 1644 
Free of Charge 1504.5 
Municipal Election 22804 
Number of Voters 1505,1508,1510, 

15201 
Precinct Change 1509 
Precinct Maps 1501,1503,1511 
Size 1505-1507 
Size, Central Counting 1508 
Size, Punchcard Counties 1510 
Size, Voting System 15201 
State Owned Facilities 1504.6 
Supplies 14005-14005.3 
Supplies See ''Precinct Supplies" 

Precinct Board 
Amended List 1647 
Application for Position 1637.5 
Appointment of Replacement 1649 
Appointment of, Time 1638,1648 
Appointment, Notice of 1641 
Bilingual 1635 
Clerk" Replacement by Inspector 1651 
Closing of Polls 14300-14306 
Compensation 1653-1655 
Composition of 1631-1632 
Composition of, Voting Machine 15341 
Composition of, Voting Systems 

15205-15207 
Counting Boards 1634 
Counting Boards, Supplemental 

17040-17042 
Declaration of Inspectors and Election 

Officers 1637 
Declaration ReqUirement 1636 

1993 



Precincl Boundaries 1513-1514 

Definition of 39,1630 
Digest of Election Laws 14001 
Discharge From Employment 1655 
District Elections 23534 
Duties of 14200-14405 
Errors 17026 
Excusing 1646 
Failure to Appear 1649 
Federal Property, Precinct on 1644 
Inspector, Replacement by Precinct 

Board 1652 
Instruction of Inspectors 1640 
Instruction, Precinct Board 

15202-15204,15340 
Irregular or Improper Conduct 20022 
Judge, Replacement by Inspector 1651 
Landowner District Election 23528 
List of Election Officers, Municipal 

22834 
Municipal Election 22805 
Nomination by County Central 

Committee 1639 
Notice to Inspector 1645 
Notification to County Central 

Committee 1642.3 
Oaths, Administering of 1637 
Provision for Marking Ballot 14237 
Publication 1642,1642.9-1643.3 
Residence Requirement 1633 
Return of Supplies 17020-17026 
Special and Local Elections 22050 
Subpoena to Appear 17085 
Substitution 1646 
Vote Counting Procedure 17001·17014 
Write-in Tabulation 15242 

Precinct Boundaries 1513·1514 
Boundary Alteration 1503 

Precinct Consolidation 
II- See Consolidation of Precincts 

Precinct Officers Digest 
II- See Digest of Election Laws 

Precinct Supplies 
Delivery of Voting Machines 15342 
Destruction 14970-14971 
Disposition 17130 
Elections, Conduct of 14005-14005.3 
Municipal Election 22900 
Preservation 14970-14971 
Return of Supplies 17020-17026 
Voting Systems 15210 

Precincting Error 
Affidavits of Registration 1515 
Certificate of Registration 1515 

Preservation 
Absent Voter Ballots 14980-14981 
Absent Voters List 1410 
Affidavits of Registration 406, 14500 
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INDEX 

Ballot Paper, Unused 10003 
Ballots 14306,14810-14811 
Computer Program 14950 
Election Materials, Federal Offices 

14820 
Election Materials, State and Local 

14821 
Fair Campaign Practices 12523 
Index to Affidavits of Registration 

600, 14510 
Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

14700 
New Resident Voter List 14990 
Nomination Paper 14600 
Petition Signing Memoranda 319 
Precinct Maps 14960 
Precinct Supplies 14970-14971 
Precinct Supplies, Federal Offices 

14970 
Precinct Supplies, State or Local 14971 
Recall Petition 14900 
Roster of Voters 14800 
Uncancelled Affidavits of Registration 

702 
Voted Ballot Cards, Federal Offices 

14830 
Voted Ballot Cards, State or Local 

14831 
Voted Ballots 14830-14831 

President and Vice President 
Office Heading 10220 

Presidential Elector 
American Independent Party 9633 
Certification of Winner 17124 
Compensation of 25108 
Death 25104 
Deficiency in Number 25104 
Definition of 25100 
Democratic Party 8510 
Governor, Duties of 25102 
Meeting 25103 
Peace and Freedom Party 9823 
Republican Party 9010 
Selection of 25100.5-25101 
Separate Ballots 25106 
Separate Lists 25107 
Vote by Ballot 25105 

Presidential Primary 
Consolidation 23300 
Definition of 22 
Election Dates 2552 

Presidential Primary, American 
Independent 

1-22 

Ballot Format 6102,6170 
Canvass of Returns 6190 
Certificate of Election 6191 
Certified List of Candidates 6160 
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Circulators of Nomination Papers 
6148-6152 

Delegates, Number of 6120-6123 
Delegation, Alternates and Vacancies 

6197-6198 
Delegation, Chairman of 6195-6196 
Filing Fee, Prohibited 6103 
Instructions to Voters 6170 
Nomination Paper 6113-6114, 

6141-6147 
Nomination Paper, Examination and 

Certification 6153-6159 
Notice of Election 6161-6163 
Notification of Candidate Selected 

6111 
Presidential Candidate Selection 

611()'6114 
Presidential Delegate Selection 

613()'6139 
Presidential Preference and Delegate 

Selection 6102 
Withdrawal of Name 6112 
Write-in Candidate 6171,6193-6194 

Presidential Primary, Democratic 
Canvass of Returns 6370 
Caucus for Delegate Selection 6329 
Certificate of EJection 6371 
Certification Fee, Prohibited 6372 
Certified List of Candidates 6360 
Certified List of Delegate Candidates 

6360.5 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 

634()'6343 
Delegate Selection 6303.3 
Delegates, Number of 6305-6307 
Delegation, Selection and 

Apportionment 6365-6368 
Filing Fee, Prohibited 6351 
Meetings and Dates 6303.2 
Nomination Paper 6315-6316, 

633()'6338 
Nomination Paper, Examination and 

Certification 6345-6350 
Notice of Election 6361-6363 
Notification of Candidate Selected 

6312 
Participation 6303.1 
Presidential Candidate Selection 

631()'6313 
Public Participation in Delegate 

Selection 6329 
Steering Committee, Duties of 

6325-6329 
Steering Committee, Qualification of 

Candidate 6355 
Withdrawal of Name 6312-6313 
Write-in Candidate 6375-6376 
Write-in Spaces 6375 

Primary Election 

Presidential Primary, Peace and Freedom 
Ballot Format 627()'6271 
Canvass of Returns 6288 
Certificate of Election 6289 
Certified List of Candidates 6260-6261 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 

6248-6251 
Delegates, Number of 622().6225 
Delegation, Alternate 6293 
Delegation, Certification of 6294 
Delegation, Chairperson 6292 
Delegation, Detennine Order to Be 

Certified 6287 
Delegation, Number of 6285 
Filing Fee, Prohibited 6203 
Instructions to Voters 6271 
Nomination Paper 6214-6215, 

6239-6247 
Nomination Paper, Examination and 

Certification 6252-6258 
Notice of Election 6262-6264 
Notification of Candidate Selected 

6212 
Presidential Candidate Selection 

621()'6215 
Presidential Delegate Selection 

623().6239 
Semiofficial Canvass of Returns 6286 
Separate Presidential Preference and 

Delegate Selection 6202 
Withdrawal of Name 6213 
Write-in Candidate 6272,629()'6291 

Presidential Primary, Republican 
Ballot Format 6080 
Canvass of Returns 6055 
Certificate of Election 6056-6057 
Certified List of Candidates 6050 
Cir-cuiators of Nomination Papers 

603().6O33 
Delegates, Number of 6005-6008 
Delegates, Selection of 6070-6071 
Filing Fee, Prohibited 6046 
Instructions to Voters 6080 
Nomination Paper 6013-6028 
Nomination Paper, Examination and 

Certification 6040-6045 
Notice of Election 6051-6053 
Notification of Candidate Selected 

, 6011 
Presidential Candidate Selection 

601()'6O13 
Withdrawal of Name 6011-6012 
Write-in Candidate 6060-6063 
Write-in Spaces 6060 

Primary Election 
Definition of 21 

1-23 

Precinct Boundaries 1514 
Tie Vote 20530-20533 

1993 



Principal Act 

Principal Act 
Definition of 23503 

Principal County 
Definition of 23503 

Proclamation Calling Election 2553, 
2651,2653 

Program 
.. See Computer Program 

Proponents 
Definition of 3502,29710-29711 
Notification to Proponents 5153 

Proxies 
State Central Committee, American 

Independent 9670-9672 
State Central Committee, Democratic 

8740-8444 
State Central Committee, Republican 

9240-9243 

Proxy 
Voting by 23532 

Public Buildings 
Polling Place 1504 

Public Count 
Absentee Ballot Processing 1404 

Publication 
Certified List of Candidates 6585-6588 
List of Election Officers, Municipal 

22834 
List of Nominees, Municipal 22833 
Notice of Election 2554,2651,3712, 

5155,6051-6053,6161-6163,6262-6264, 
6361-6363,6464-6466 

Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 
3702,4002-4004,5152.1-5152.3 

Polling Place 1642, 1642.9-1643.3 
Precinct Board 1642, 1642.9-1643.3 
Presidential Candidate Selection 6010, 

6110,6211,6311 
Synopsis of Measures, Municipal 

22835 

Publications, State 
Misuse 29490 

Punchcard 
Definition of 10332,15005 

Punchcard Ballot 
Type Size 10334-10335 

Punchcard Voting 
.. See Also Vote Tabulating Devices 
.. See Voting Systems 
Absent Voting 10339 
Absentee Ballot Stubs, Elimination 

10340 
Ballot Card 10331 
Ballot Card Approval 10333 

1993 

Ballot Color 10337 
Ballot Definition 10330 

INDEX 

Measure, Condensed Statement 10335 
Multiple Cards 10338 
Precinct Size 1510 
Punchcard, Definition 10332 
Punching, Definition 10332 
Rotation by Groups 10335 
Sample Ballots 10336 
Write-in Ballot 10331 
Write-in Spaces 10335 

Punching 
Definition of 10332 

Purchasing Agent 
Election Expenses 10000 

Purchasing Agent, County 
Use of 14000 

Purge 
.. See Also "Cancellation of 

Registration" 
Cancellation Due to Mental 

Incompetence 707.5-707.6 
Cancellation for Conviction 708 
Cancellation of Registration 700-709 
Cancellation Procedure 703 
Cancellation, Reason for 701 
Cancellation, Reimbursable Costs 

825-828 
Residency Confirmation, Preelection 

800-804 
Voter List Following Cancellation 610 
Voter List, Those Having Voted 611.1 

Randomized Alphabet 10216-10217.7 
Local Elections 10217.5 

Reapportionment 
Chartered Cities 35150 
General Law Cities 35100-35106 
Incumbent 10212"") 
Supervisor, Term of Office 35006 
Supervisorial Districts 35000-35006 

Reapportionment Statistics 51 

Rebuttable Presumption 
Definition of 214 

Rebuttal Argument 
... See Also Arguments for and Against 

Measures 
Consent of Person Named in Text 

3564.1,3785.1,5014.1,5157.6,5326 
Mailing 3790,5020,5210 
Public Examination 5025,5215 
Withdrawal 5351 

Rebuttal Arguments for and Against 
Measures 

Public Examination 5330 

1-24 
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Recall 
Affidavit of Circulator, Recall 27036 
Answer by Officer Sought 27023 
Ballots 27310-27316 
Candidates Statement 27317 
Election Dates 2503 
Election, City 27330-27334 
Election, Generally 27230-27231, 

27320-27321 
Election, Other Than City 27340-27346 
Fonn of Petition 27032 
Limitations of 27008 
LocalOfficers 27200-27201 
Notice of Intention 27020-27022 
Petition 27030-27037,27210-27217 
Petition Examination 27211-27215 
Petition Filing Schedule 27210 
Petition, Signature Withdrawn 27304 
Proponents, Requirements of 27006 
Proposed Petition, Filing 27031.5 
Residence Address Verification 45 
Sample Ballots 27315-27316.1 
Signature Verification 301 
Signatures Required 27211-27212 
Signatures, Random Sampling 27215 
Start of Proceedings 27007 
State Officers 27100-27104 
Statement and Answer for Voters 

27024 

Recall Petition 
Destruction 14900 
Preservation 14900 

Recount 
Automatic Recount 17190 
Ballot Counting Program 17182 
Challenged Ballots 17170 
Conditions, Clerk Ordered 17150 
Conditions, Court Ordered 17180 
Cost 17163 
District Elections 23549 
Election Contests 20084,20200-20376 
Materials Examined 17169 
Method 17166 
Municipal Election 22935 
Notice of 17167 
Precinct Order 17161 
Preservation of Tapes 17183 
Publicly Held 17168 
Recount Board 17164 
Request by Another Voter 17162 
Request by Voter 17160 
Results 17171 
Results Posted 17172 
Time 17165 
Voting System Election 17190 

Recycling of 
Ballots, Unused 17136 

Regular Election 

Referendum 
II- See Also Initiative and Referendum 

Register 
Constitution of 702 
Definition of 16 

Registrar of Voters 
Definition of 13 

Registration 
... See Also Affidavits of Registration 
Address Correction 805 
Bilingual Assistance 302 
Cancellation 700-709 
Cancellation Due to Mental 

Incompetence 707.5·707.6 
Cancellation for Conviction 708 
Cancellation of Registration 700-709 
Cancellation Procedure 703 
Cancellation, Reason for 701 
Cancellation, Reimbursable Costs 

825-828 
Candidate 6611 
Change of Address 315 
Confidential 615 
Court Action to Compel 407·408,709 
Deputy Registrars 302-303 
Disqualification From Voting 707.6 
Duplicate 613 
Effective Date 301 
Encouragement of 302 
Fees, Prohibited 318 
Fonms 500-512 
Indexes 600-612 
Mental Incompetence 707.5·707.6 
Misuse of Infonnation 29207 
Name Change 311.5 
Party Affiliation 501-502 
Periodic Reregistration, Prohibited 320 
Permanent 700 
Places, Sufficient Number of 302 
Procedure 400-406 
Programs to Encourage 304-304.5 
Refusal of 407 
Reregistration in Another County 313, 

316,703 
ReSidency Confirmation 800-804 
Restoration of Right to Vote 

707.7-707.8 
Time 305 
Transfer From Precinct 312,703 
Violations 29200-29207 

Registration Program 
Secretary of State, Duties of 304 

Registration Requirements 
Party Qualifications 6430.5 

Regular Election 
Definition of 26 
Election Dates 2500 
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Rejected Ballots 

Rejected Ballots 
Vote Count in Precinct 17007 

Republican 
County Central Committee 

Membership 9320-9334 

Republican Party 
Appointment of Members 9161-9167 
Associate or Alternate Member 9171 
County Central Committee District 

Committee 9500-9510 
County Central Committee Election 

9370-9375 
County Central Committee General 

Business 9440-9444 
County Central Committee Meetings 

9422 
Filling Vacancies 9170 
Meetings, General Business 9270-9279 
Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 
Presidential Elector 9010 
Proxies 9240-9243 
Removal of Member 9168-9169 
State Central Committee Membership 

9160-9160.9 

Republican Party, Presidential Primary 
Ballot 6080 
Candidates Selected by Secretary of 

State 6010-6013 
Certificate of Election 6056-6057 
Certified List of Candidates 6050 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 

6030-6033 
National Convention Delegates 

6005-6008, 6070-6071 
Nomination Paper Arrangement and 

Examination 6040-6046 
Nomination Papers 6021-6028 
Notice of Election 6051-6053 
Statement of Election Returns 6055 
Write-in Candidate 6060-6063 

Residence 
Address Verification 45 
Change After E-28 Days 217 
Change of 703-703.5,801 
Definition of 200 
Detennination of 200-217 
Req~irernent of Precinct Board 1633 

Residency Confirmation, Post Election 
Form 802 

Residency Confirmation, Preelection 
Cancellation of Registration 800-804 
Form 800 

Resident Voting District 
Definition of 23503 

Residents Outside of U. S. 
Federal Elections 1301-1310 

1993 

INDEX 

Return Centers, Election 17060-17063 

Return of Supplies 17020-17026 

Roster of Voters 
Destruction 14800 
District Elections 23533 
Examination of 705 
Form 804,14005.5-14006 
Preservation 14800 

Rotation 
In Groups, Punchcard Voting 10335 
Order of Names 10216 

Runoff Election 
Election Dates 20501 

Sample Ballot Envelope 
Absent Voter Notice 10017 
Form 10017 

Sample Ballots 
.. See Also Vote Tabulating Devices 
'" See Also Voting Machines 
Absent Voter Ballot Application 1018 
Absentee Ballot, Vote Tab Devices 

10324.5 
Absentee Ballot, Voting Machine 

10307.5 
Ballot Pamphlet 1 019 
Bond Election Statement 5301 
Candidates Statement, Recall 27317 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
Envelope, See Sample Ballot Envelope 
Examination, Public 10013.5 
Late Registrants 10011 
Mailed - Battot Election 1351 
Mailed to Voter, Time 10007,10010 
Mailing 3790,5020,5210,5305 
Municipal Election 22832 
Paper 10007,10010 
Party Contributor Envelope 10010.5 
Polling Place Notice 10010 
Polling Place Notice, Accessibility to 

Handicapped 10010.2 
Preparation, Time 10007, 10010 
Punchcard Voting 10336 
Recatt 27315-27316.1 
Same As Official Ballot 10007 
Statement of Qualifications, Recall 

27317 
Vote Tabulating Devices 10324 
Voting Machines 10306-10307.5 

School Buildings 
Polling Place 1504 

Scho?l i?istrict an~ Community College 
DIstnct GovernIng Board Election 

Ballot Format 24004 

1-26 

Declaration of Candidacy, Notice, 
Form 24002 

Filing Extension 24005 
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Notice of Election, Contents 24003 
Number of Votes to Elect 24000 
Seat Number by Lot 24001 

School District Elections 
Argument Selection 5324 
Arguments for and Against 5322-5328 
Combined Proposition 5329 
Deadline for Filing Arguments 5323 
Impartial Analysis of Measure 5321 
Public Examination 5330 
Rebuttal Arguments 5325-5328 
School Measure, Defined 5320 

School Election 
Election Dates 2502-2503,2602 

School Office 
Definition of 32 

School Officer 
Definition of 31 

Secretary 
Definition of 23503 

Secretary of State, Duties of 
Absentee Ballot Application, Uniform 

1006.1 
Affidavits of Registration 509,1102 
Alphabet, Randomized 10216-10217.5 
Arguments for and Against - by Voter 

3559-3567 
Ballot Card Approval 10333 
Ballot Pamphlet 3568-3570 
Ballot Pamphlets, Supply and 

Distribution 3578-3579 
Ballot Title 3530-3533 
Candidate's Attorney for Service of 

Process 49 
Canvass ofRetums 6055,6190,6288, 

6370 
Central Committee Appointments, 

Filing of 8000 
Certificate of Election 6056-6057,6191, 

6289,6371 
Certificate of Election or Nomination 

17123 
Certificate of Election, Presidential 

Electors 17124 
Certified List of Candidates 6580-6584 
Certified List of Candidates, American 

Independent Presidential 6160 
Certified List of Candidates, 

Democratic Presidential 6360 
Certified List of Candidates, Peace and 

Freedom Presidential 6260-6261 
Certified List of Candidates, Republican 

Presidential 6050 
Certified List of Delegate Candidates 

6360.5 
Certified List of Members, American 

Independent 9661 

Simulated Ballots 

Certified List of Members, Peace and 
Freedom 9787 

Chief Elections Officer 55 
Compile Election Returns 17120 
Computer Program, Vote Counting 

14950 
Death Statistic Regulations 704.5 
Delegate List, American Independent 

9611.5-9611.7 
Delegates, Number of 6005-6008, 

6120-6123,6220-6225,6305-6307 
Delegation, Certification of 6294 
Digest of Election Laws 14001 
Disqualification of Party 6432 
Duplicate Registration 613 
Filing Fees 6556 
Maps 30000 
Notice of Measure Qualification 3523 
Notice to Elected Peace and Freedom 

Chairperson 9816.5 
Notice to Elected Peace and Freedom 

Members 9790.5 
Postage Payment 510 
Precinct Maps, Filing 14960 
Presidential Candidate Selection 

6010-6013,6110-6114,6210-6215, 
6310-6313 

Presidential Delegate Selection 
6130-6139,6230-6239 

Procedure Pamphlet, Initiative Petition 
3515.1 

Provisional Ballot Procedures 14253 
Purchase, Revolving Fund 10004 
Registration Program 304 
Report of Registration 610 
Semiofficial Canvass of Returns 6286 

S~~~f~!iat~~~.~d Referendum, 

Statement of Votes Cast 17121-17122 
Steering Committee, Qualification of 

Candidate 6355 
Tie Vote, Determination by Lot 20532 
Voter Notification Fonn 505 
Voter Registration Card 509 
Voter Registration Logo 509.3 
Voting System Approval 15100-15122 

Section 
Definition of 8 

Senate Districts 
Boundaries 30020-30022 

Shall 
Definition of 11 

Signatures 
Initiative and Referendum, State 

3517-3519 

Simulated Ballots 
Endorsements of Candidates 11709 
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Slander 

Slander 
Action Brought by Candidate 12530 
Election Campaigns 12527 
Persons Libel 12528 

Snap Tallies 17030-17033 
Ballot Counting 17030 
Tabulation of Ballots 17030 

Software 
Definition of 15006 

Solid tation 
Campaign Funds 12301 

Special Absentee Voter 
Definition of 1000 

Special Absentee Voting 
Affidavits of Registration 1200 
Application for Ballot 1202.1 
Canvassed As Absentee Ballot 1202 
Examination of Affidavit 1201 
Insufficient Affidavit 1203 
Procedures for 1200-1208 
Valid Period 1202.3 
Voter Notice 1004 

Special and Local Elections 
Board of Supervisors May Call 22005 
Conduct of 22052 
Congressional Vacancy 2651-2652 
Consolidation of Election 23302.3 
Consolidation of Precincts 22030 
Contribution Limitations 22004 
Election Services, by County 22003 
Legislative Vacancy 2651-2652 
Precinct Board 22050 
Voter Eligibility 22000 

Special District Election 
Board of Supervisors May Call 22005 

Special Election 
Congressional Vacancy 2651-2652 
Consolidation of Election 23302.3 
Death of Candidate 6490.3 
Definition of 27 
Election Dates 2503,2650-2653 
Initiative and Referendum, County 

3709-3710 
Initiative and Referendum, Municipal 

4010-4011,4020,4055 
Legislative Vacancy 2651-2652 
Nomination of Candidates 7200-7204 
Notice of Election 2651 
Proclamation Calling Election 2651 

State Central Committee,. American 
Independent 

Appointment Form 9640.2 
Appointment to 9641-9647 
Associate or Alternate Member 

9651-9652 
Campaigns 9688 

1993 

Certified List of Members 9661 
Chairman, Duties of 9680 
Delegates, Number of 6120-6123 
Dues 9687 

INDEX 

Executive Committee, Selection of 
9683 

Meetings 9660 
Membership 9640-9652 
National Mfiliation 9684 
Officers, Selection of 9682 
Proxies 9670-9672 
Proxy Form 9670 
Quorum 9689 
Removal From 9648 
Temporary Chairman, Duties of 9681 
Term of Office 9685-9686 
Vacancy 9649-9650 

State Central Committee, Democratic 
Alternate or Associate Member 

8676-8677 
Appointment Form 8660.2 
Appointment to Membership 

8663-8666 
Campaigns 8776 
Caucus 8669 
Chairman, Duties of 8770 
Chairman, Temporary 8771 
Committee Proceedings 8778 
Delegates, Number of 6305-6307 
Dues 8775 
Election of Membership 8667-8668 
Eligibility 8678 
Executive Committee, Selection of 

8773 
Meetings 8711 
Membership 8660-8675 
Northern Section 8774 
Notice of Appointment of 

Membership 8660.1-8660.2 
Notice to Appointed Members 8670 
Officers, Selection of 8772 
Parliamentary Procedure 8778 
Party Mfiliation 8671 
Proxies 8740-8444 
Proxy 8670 
Proxy Form 8740 
Quorum 8777 
Removal of Members 8672 
Southern Section 8774 
State Chair 8774 
Vacancy 8673 
Vacancy, Filling 8674-8675 
Vice Chair 8774 

State Central Committee,. Peace and 
Freedom 

1-28 
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Affiliation 9822 
Appointment to 9791-9793 
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Campaigns 9819 
Chairperson, Duties of 9810 
Convention Proceedings, Conduct of 

9814 
Delegates, Number of 6220-6225 
Executive Committee, Selection of 

9815 
Interim Committees, Appointment of 

9820 
Meetings 9801 
Membership 9790-9794 
Method of Vote 9813 
Notice of Elected Chairperson 9816.5 
Notice to Elected Members 9790.5 
Officers, Election of 9812 
Presidential Electors 9823 
Quorum 9821 
Removal From 9794 
State Platform, Adoption of 9812 
Temporary Chairpeople, Duties of 

9811 
Term of Officers 9816-9817 

State Central Committee, Republican 
Appointment Form 9160.9 
Appointment to 9161-9166 
Associate or Alternate Member 9171 
Campaigns 9276 
Certified List of Members 9211 
Chairman, Duties of 9270-9271 
Delegates, Number of 6005-6008 
Eligibility 9167 
Executive Committee, Selection of 

9273 
Membership 9160-9172 
Officers, Selection of 9272 
Platform 9279 
Proxies 9240-9243 
Proxy Form 9240.5 
Quorum 9277 
Removal From 9168 
Term of Office 9274 
Vacancy 9169-9170 

State Convention, American 
Independent 

Chairman, Duties of 9631 
Delegates, Composition of 9611 
Delegates, Number of 9610 
Delegates, Qualification of 9612 
Dual Delegacy, Prohibited 9618 
Filing of Delegate Credentials 9617 
First Meeting 9630-9635 
List of Delegates 9611.5-9611.7 
Meetings 9620 
Method of Vote 9634 
Presidential Electors 9633 
State Platform, Adoption of 9632 
Vacancy 9613-9616 

State Legislators 
Declaration of Candidacy 25500 

Tabulation of Ballots 

Declaration of Intention 25500 

State Publications 
Misuse 29490 

State Treasurer 
Filing Fees 6556 
Measure Submittal Fees 3503 

Statement of Number of Signers 
Form 6508 

Statement of Qualifications 
• See Candidates' Statement 
Recall Election 27317 

Statement of Registrati on 
A vailabili ty From Secretary of State 

607 

Statement of Registration 
Copy to Secretary of State 607 
Form 6461 

Statement of Votes Cast 17088-17091 
Secretary of State, Duties of 

17121-17122 

Statewide Election 
Definition of 24 
Election Dates 2501,2550-2554 

Statewide Elections 
Arguments Concerning Measures 

3559-3567 
Ballot Pamphlet 3567.5-3579 
Ballot Title 3530-3533 
Consolidated Election 23314 
Filing Petitions 3520-3524 
Initiative and Referendum Petitions 

3500-3515.1 
Measures Proposed by the Legislature 

3525-3529 
Petition Signatures 3516-3519 

Steering Committee, Duties of 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6325-6329 

Steering Committee, Qualification of 
Candidate 

Presidential Primary, Democratic 6355 

Subpoena to Appear 17085 

Supervising Authority 
Definition of 23503 

Supplemental Index 
.. See Index to Affidavits of 

Registration 

Synopsis of Measures, Municipal 
Form 22835 
Measure 22835 
Publication 22835 

Tabulation of Ballots 
Absentee 15272-15272.5 
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Tally Sheet 

Central Counting Place 17050-17059 
Election Return Centers 17060-17063 
Location of Tabulating Device 15264 
Municipal Election 22930-22930.5 
Polling Place 15260,15263 
Snap Tallies 17030 
Supplemental Counting Boards 

17040-17042 
Vote Count in Precinct 17000-17014 
Voting Machines 15360-15369 
Voting Systems 15260-15276 
Write-in 15242 
Write-in Ballot 17100-17101 

Tally Sheet 
Fonn 17010 

Tax Rate 
Definition of 5301 

Telephone Number of Assistant 
Affidavits of Registration 507.5 

Tense 
Definition of 9 

Term Limit 
Federal Offices 25003 

Tie Vote 
Certificate of Election 20502 
City Wide Office 20501 
County Wide Office 20501 
Determination by Lot 20501, 

20531-20532 
Direct Primary 6613 
District Elections 23554 
Governor 20502.5-20503 
Lieutenant Governor 20502.5-20503 
Primary Election 20530-20533 
Runoff Election 20501 
State Wide Office 20501 

Time Extension 
Holidays 60 
Nomination Paper 6490.1 

Time Off for Voting 14350-14352 

Title and Ballot Title and Summary 
.. See Also Initiative and Referendum 

Translation 
.. See Bilingual 

Treasury, City 
Election Expenses 10000 

Treasury, County 
Election Expenses 10000 

Treasury, State 
Revolving Fund, Ballot Paper 10004 

Truth in Endorsements Law 
11700-11710 

Type Size 
Absent Voter Notice 10017 

1993 

Ballot Column Headings 10206 
Ballot Heading 10203 

INDEX 

Ballot Pamphlet 3574 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 
Incumbent 10211-10212 
Index to Affidavits of Registration 600 
Initiative Petition 3507-3508 
Instructions to Voters 10204-10205 
Major Ballot Heading 10223 
Occupational Designation 10211 
Office Heading 10220 
Partisan Office Column Headings 

10206 
Petition to Participate in Primary 

Election 6430 
Political Party Designations 10210 
Printing Candidate's Names 10221 
Punchcard Ballot 10334-10335 
Recall Petition 27031 
Referendum Petition 3509-3510 

Uniform District Election Law 
23500-23558 

Vacancy 
Annulment of Election 20116 
Congressional Vacancy 2651-2652 
County Central Committee, American 

Independent 9706-9707,9711,9725 
County Central Committee, 

Democratic 8829-8830,8834,8875 
County Central Committee, 

Republican 9329-9330,9334,9375 
Death of Candidate 17113 
District Committee, Republican 

9505-9506,9510 
Legislative Vacancy 2651-2652 
Precinct Consolidation 1508.5 
Procedure for 6651.5-6660 
Special Election to Fill 7200-7204 
State Central Committee, American 

1ndependent 9649-9650 
State Central Committee, Democratic 

8673-8675 
State Central Committee, Republican 

9169-9170 
State Convention, American 

Independent 9613-9616 
Vacancy in Senate 25001 

Visually Impaired 
Definition of 226 

Visually Impaired Voter Assistance Act 
Definition of 226 
Visually Impaired Voter Assistance 

Advisory Board 228 

Vote Count in Central Place 
17050-17059 

Vote Count in Precinct 17000-17014 
Ballot Counting 17000-17014 
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INDEX 

Certificate of Performance 17013 
Municipal Election 22930 
Public Count 17004 
Rejected Ballots 17007 
Results, Posting 17014 
Tabulation of Ballots 17000-17014 
Tally Sheet 17010 
Vote Count, Time 17003 

Vote Count, Time 
Vote Count in Precinct 17003 

Vote Counting Procedure 17001-17014 

Vote Tabulating Device 
Definition of 15010 

Vote Tabulating Devices 
.. See Voting Systems 
Absentee Ballot 10324.5 
Ballots, Form of 10320-10327 
Marking Device 10326 
Measure, Condensed Statement 10327 
Printed Code 10323 
Punchcards 10330-10340 
Punched Code 10323 
Sample Ballot, Absentee 10324.5 
Sample Ballots 10324 
Storage 1504 
Write-in Procedure 10325 

Voted Ballot 
Contest or Prosecution 17134 

Voted Ballots 
Destruction 14830-14831 
Mailed - Ballot, Return 1352-1353 
Preservation 14830-14831 

Voter 
Definition of 18,23503 

Voter Assistance 
Bilingual 1635 
Elections, Conduct of 14234-14236 

Voter Disqualification 
Mental Incompetence 707.5-707.6 

Voter Notification Form 
Mailing of 504 
Postage Payment 510 
Return of 504 
Secretary of State to Supply 505 

Voter Pamphlet 
.. See Also Sample Ballots 
Candidates'Statement 10012-10013 

Voter Privileges 
Elections, Conduct of 14350-14354 

Voter Qualifications 
Age 100 
District Elections 23525 
Eligibility 100 
Residency 200-217 

Voting Machines 

Voter Registration Card 
... See "Registration" and "Affidavits of 

Registration" 
County Oerk to Provide 507 
Federal Elections 1304-1306 
Form 501,506,508 
Furnishing Outside of County 310 
Numbering and Binding 400 
Party Affiliation 501 
Postage Payment 510 
Secretary of State to Supply 509 
Time of Return 403 

Voting 
Time OfHor Voting 14350-14352 

Voting Booths 
Elections, Conduct of 14007 
Voting Booth Occupancy 14402 

Voting Device 
Definition of 15007 

Voting Machine 
Definition of 15008 

Voting Machines 
Absentee Ballot 10307.5 
Ballot Counting 15360-15369 
Ballot Form 15301-15304 
Ballot Label, Definition 10300 
County Central Committee Ballot 

10309 
Instruction, Precinct Board 15340 
Keys 15344 
Measure, Condensed Statement 

10301-10302 
Official Ballot, Definition 10304 
Precinct Board, Composition of 15341 
Precinct Change 1509 
Precinct Supplies Deli very 15342 
Preparation 15320-15346 
Preparation Notice to County Central 

Committee 15320 
Printing Specifications 10303 
Procedures After Oose of Polls 

15363-15369 
Public View of Reading 15360 
ReqUirements 15300-15304 
Results, Comparing 15369 
Results, Posting of 15367 
Sample Ballots 10306-10307.5 
Sample Ballots, Absentee 10307.5 
Seal 15343 
Sealing Operating Lever 15365 
Statement of Results, Form 

15361-15362 
Storage 1504 
Tabulation of Ballots 15360-15369 
Time Limit in Voting Booth 15346 
Visibility of Machine 15345 
Vote Count, Time 17003 
Write-in Ballot 15304 
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Voting Rights Act 10211,10334 

yoting Rights Act 10211,10334 
Bilingual Ballot 10208.5 

yoting Square 10208 

Voting System 
Definition of 15009 

Voting Systems 
Adoption of 15023, 15201 
Approvalof 15110-15122 
Ballot Counting 15260-15276 
Ballot Tally Source Code 15105 
Central Counting Place 15260,15262 
Closing of Polls 15240-15243 
Counting Procedures 15260-15276 
Damaged Ballots 15240,15270 
Delivery to Polls 15209 
Electrical Failure, Marking With Pencil 

15025 
Experimental Use 15024 
Experts to Check Voting System 15266 
Final Canvass 15276 
Inspection of Devices 15119-15120 
Instruction, Precinct Board 

15202-15204 
mstructions to Voters 15222 
Investigative Powers 15103 
Legislative Participation 15102 
Loaned 15121 
Marking Device 15223-15224 
Modification of 15118 
More Than One 15023,15273 
Payment for 15026 
Polling Place Procedures 15220-15227 
Precinct Board, Composition of 

15205-15207 
Precinct Size 15201 
Precinct Supplies 15210 
Public Hearing 15104 
Public View of Counting 15265 
Publication of Meeting 15104 
Recount, Automatic 17190 
Renting 15121 
Results by Precinct 15274 
Results, Posting of 15275 
Reviewof 15122 
Secretary of State, Function of 

15100-15104 
Tabulation At Polls 15260,15263 
Tabulation Device, Location of 15264 
Tabulation of Ballots 15260-15276 
Void Ballots 15240 
Vote Count, Time 17003 
Voted Ballot Processing 15241-15243 
Write-in Results 15275 
Write-in Tabulation 15242 

Withdrawal of Candidate 6650-6653.3 
District Elections 23512 
Municipal Election 22840 

1993 

Words 
Counting of 47 

Writ of Mandate 
Ballot Pamphlet 3576 

Writ of Mandate by Voter 10015 

Write-in Ballot 
Federal Offices 25003 
Invalid 17103 
Punchcard Voting 10331 
Recall 27312 
Results 15275 
Tabulation 15242,17100-17101 
Tabulation, Municipal 22603 
Voting Machines 15304 

Write-in Candidate 
Federal Offices 25003 
Filing Fees 7304 
Filing Requirements 7300 
Filing Time 7301 
Name on Ballot 6661 
Nomination Paper 7302 
Presidential Electors 7310-7313 
Presidential Primary, American 

Independent 6171,6193-6194 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 

6375-6376 
Presidential Primary, Peace and 

Freedom 6272, 6290-6291 
Presidential Primary, Republican 

6060-6063 
Signers 7303 

Write-in Procedure 

INDEX 

Vote Tabulating Devices 10325,15242 

Write-in Spaces 10222 
Presidential Primary, Democratic 6375 
Presidential Primary, Republican 6060 
Punchcard Voting 10335 
Recall 27312 

Writing 
Definition of 7 
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