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LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN 

"ABOUT CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION (THE MAIN LA~J) 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN" 

The Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan 
r-eguiates: 

"-I. To make the following changes to the Constitution 
(The Main Law) of the Republic of Tajikistan: 

,I. Provision 11 of the second 'part of Article 99 should 
be read in the following edit: 

"11) election of the Supreme Council of th. Republic of 
Tajikistan~ juries of regional courts and Dushanbe city court, 
juries of 1Ct arld city cour"ts of republican subordi~atior)~ 
of he High Arbitrage Court of the Republic of Tajikistan. juries 
of regiona 1 arbi trage courts and mi 1 i tat-y courts, nOI)I.i.n21 tion D f 
the Chairman of the National Bank o'f the Repnblic of Tajikis;:an, 
the Head of the State Taxation Department of the Republic of 
r~ji~'istan an~ "editors-in-chief of press organs of the Suprecne 
Council of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

2. The first part, of "Article 103 tQ add in words 
Constitutional Laws of the Republic of Tajikistan are 
component part of the Constituti~~ and are admitted not IGSS 

2/3 of VGtes from the total numbel- Df people depllties of 
Republic of Tajikistan" ",~." 

liThe 
the 

then 
:~h2-

. -----~ . 
3. In part I of Article lIB after ,,',o'rds "Chairman of 

the Council of,the Ministries of the Rc<pl.o,bl,ic'of Tajikistan" m£>kf? 
.::;ddition in the following war-cIs "first. ,:.:pu"ty and ll 

" 
I I. The ' Law comes into force from the date of 

adDption. 

CI,.irman bf the Supreme Couriei1 
Republic of Tajikistan E. Rakhmonov 

c. Dushanbe; July 20,1994 

r , 

F Oifton White Resource Center ~'" ' 
International Foundation for Election Systems ' 
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THE LA\~ Gil REFEREUDA 

CIIN'l ER I. GENERAL PROV I S IONS 

IIrU .. l\, 1. Understandi:ng Ule Referendum in the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Tile RcferendlHll in the RepubTic of Tajikistan is national voting 011 tile most 

IlI1porlal1t issues of goverr!lnentill and comnunlly life of. tile republic. Till' 

deCIsions reilclled Ulrougl1 a Referendum Ilave tile Iligllest juridical fOI'ce. and neefJ 
, . 

110 confirmation [vt)Titdationl of any kind .and are mandatoi'y ilpplication on tlie 

lerrllory of Ole Republic of Tajikistiln. 

IIrtrcle ? Issues, put to a Refel'endum in tile Republic of Tajikistan. 

To a Referendum in the Republic of Tajikistan ere bl'ougllt pr'oposals on 

t.ilo"e ,Is~ues tl1at are placP(f in thp plw-<ie.-I of the Republ ic of Tajif~ istan by Lile 

thlfDn lI<wecment Hlle USSR agreement?]. the Consti tut lOn 0 f tile USSR anc! LilC, 

CortstiLution of the Repul1lic of TajikiStan. 

Tile follOl-Jing may be a subject of a Referendum: 

1) Moption of new law of the Republic of· Tajikistan: 

2) Modification or repeal of a law of tile Republic of Tajik istan or of 

tilat l<1I-·(s individual pl~ovlslons: 

3) Moption of a resolution [qibbel'ish]:' 

,1) the expl'ession of publlc opinion on oLilcr issues of primal'Y imp(wtallcc 

that are within tile' Rlwview of the RepubliC of Tajikistan. 

, , 
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A Referendum in the Republic of Tajikistan is conducted on tile entire 

territory of tile Republic of Tajikistan. 

If nccessar·y. a Referendum in the Republic of Tajikistan may beconductcd 

WI d particular part of the Republic['s territory]. Local Referenda address 

UIOSC issucs that tll~ legislation of tile Republic of Tajikistan has placed-in the 

purvic-.-.' of !.ile local self-government of the corresponding administrative· 

tcrriloriJl units, and also deal witil issues regarding the termination of tile 

pU.-.'('rs of the correspondi IIg [1 oca n Sovi et of People's Deput i es PI' i or to 

thc clI(1 of its term_ 

Tile fol1(Jlling may not be subject to a Referendum in the Republ ic of 

Tajil:istan: the borders of ttle Republic of Tajikistan: , . changing the status and 

territorial integrity of an ii~onanous oblast: the adoption of extraordinary and 

emergency measures to guard socia larder. and protect the hea lth and tile sa fety 

of cltilCIIS: issues conllcctcd to tile apPOintment and the dismissal of officials 

\-AID are answer-able to the SuprE.'llle'Soviet of the Republic of Tajiki.~r,'ln.-aiid also 

ISSUCS 011 lhe fulfi 1 lrl1Cnt, of obligations arisi~g O~,;'~i~~a~ional agreements 
...... ,.,....--

of lile Republic of Tajikistan. 
" 

The fo11olling issues may not be raised in a local Referendum: the repeal, 

of legally adopted resolutions of the highest organs of governmental pO'der and 

self-government: issues dealing \~ith the,actions of the judiciary and the 

procuracy: issues dealing with the election. appointment alld dismissal of 

officials, ansv.\2rable to -the local Soviet of People's Deputics and its executive 

alld .aclrninistrative organs. 



-.0.', -

t,rticle 3 .. The Right of Citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan to PartiCi.pate 

HI il Re f er'endum. 

A citizen of the Republ ic of Tajil:istan. v,tlO has reached Ule age of 18 arlcl 

hdS the right to vote under the legislati"on of the Republic of Tajikistan. has 

the right to partiCipate in a Referendum. 

l!le following persorls may not participate in'a Refere:lclum: men~ally ill 
- . 

C 1 til.erlS who ilave been found incompetent by a court. persons be i ng held by a 
\ 

court order in a place of depr1yation of liberty [incarceration]. and those 

persons .. tlO \,-ere placed. in a manner established by the criminal and the 

nroc('(lura 1 1 eg·i sl ation. under' an order of preventive detenti on. and are he I d 

Wlcter gtJd I'd . 
, 

T!te· citilen~ of tile Republic of Tajikistan par-ticipate in a Refer'endum 

regardless. of their origin. social and material standing. race and nationality. 

~e)(. ['CfUfo-tiOn.. language. altitude to ..... ard r'eligion. JJolitical and oUler vieVis. 
'. 

length of r~siclence in .a given area. and type of occupation. 

Any. direct or .indirect 'curtailment of tile right of c~tizens of tile 

Republic of Tajikistan to partiCipate in a Referendum is impeJ'missible and is 

punishable by law. 

Article 4, Corrrnon Principles for Conducting a Referendum. 

Citizens participate in a Referendum personally and directly. 
~ 

Participation in a Referendum is of one's free \"ill. 
i , 

Voti ng in a Referendum is secret: control over tile ci t i zens' expres sian of , , 

their desires is not permitted. 



!. 

, 

l .. , 

Citizens of tile Republ ic of Tajikistan participate in a Referendum on an 

cqual basis by tileir place of permanent or tempor'ary residence. Every citizen 

has one vote. 

Legislat,ion on the Referendum in tile Republic of Tajikistan 

ano Super'vision over the Observance [en;orcement] of tilis 

Legislation. 

lile law on referenda in the Republic of Tajikistan consists' of the 

ConsLitution of the Republic of Tajikistan. this leVi. and the law of ttle Republ ic 

of Tajikistan "On tile elections of People's Deputies. of the RepubliC of 

TaJH:is'\.an'·. to tile extent Ulat the la'" does, not contr'adict this law [tile law on 

i(cicr'ctl(ta] and oUler' la\~s, of 'Ult?' Republic of Tajikistan .. 
" 

Superv; s i.on over the obs.ervance of tllC 1 aw on referenda is exerc i scd by 

, those 9Jll,'i/cnUT'I2Ilta r. organs and organizations on I->tlorn th i s respons i bi 1 ity has been 

1)1"((~tl.h.v tile Constitution of tile Republic of Tajikistan, this lal>l. ,and other 

le<;lfslaUvc acts, The foll{)\r.ling have tile right to'Oparticipate in'cxercising tllC 

supcrv i s i all over tllC observance of the 1 aw on referenda: representatives of 

labor collectives, the means of public information, pol.itical parties. labor 

un ions, and other comnuna 1 orga'ni zat ions and mass' movements .' 

Art.irlr G. Campaigning [agitation] Re?arding the Referendum. 

1I1C RepubliC of Tajikistan guar,antees to polltical parties. labor unions. 

(IUIL'r: cunnunal or'9dnizalions dllCl mass'rrovem2nts. labor' collectives, ar~d citizens 

of tile Republic of Tajikista;l the right to freely campaign "for" or "against" tile 

proposal to declar-e a Refer'endum, and "for" or "against" the proposed law or' 

'l 
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resolution raised in tile Referendum. 

To conduct tIlei r campa i gn. tile e[1lJf:erated per'sons and organi zat ions may use 

tilei I' own means. 

Campaigning is prollibited on the day of tile vote. 

Art. i (I 01.... Publicity during the PreparatlOn for and Conduct of the 

Re ferenc!ulll. \ 
.. 

Ih(' 'activity of governroc!ntal and comnunal organ~. participating in 
\ 

.. -. 
C}t'ganillng and conducting tile Referendum. is conducted openly and publ icly. 

All decisions relatec! to the Referend l1m. as I-Iell as the proposed lal'ls or' 

issues to be Pllt to, a Referendum. are subject to publication by the means of mass 

informa.ti.on, witllin seven. days from tile moment of tllei r adoption by tile 

llPP!'/Jpr: i ate organs. 

Ihe rllCalJ'> of mass lI1Cc!ia. publicize tile process [r:lilnner] of preparation for' 
, 

drld the cOII(I.uct of tile Referendum; their [media's] representa.tives are guaranteed 

unhillC!er-ed access to all assembiies [conventions] and meetings connected I'rith the 
.0. . 

. Refeliendum. and to correspondi ng i nformat ion. 

The Coomissions on tile Referendum in a timely manner. infor'm the public on 

their membership. tlleir' location. and hours of operations. and about forming 

polling places for voting and compiiing the voter' lists of citizens \00110 Ilave tile 

ri\lht to partiCipate in the Referendum. 
'. , 

The fa 11 owi n9 have the ri ght to have a representa t i ve present at tlie 

".:;Cllngs of tile Ccmnissions on the Referendun. and at the tiITe o.f the voting. and . . 

. , 

tr , 
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at tile tallying 'of the votes for the polling places. and at determ1l11ng tile 

re\lJlt~ of tl1(~ J<cfCrCl1(itHl1: political and otl1er conTnunal organizations and mdSS 

i;ov(m~nts. labor collectives. citizens' associatio:ls. and also tile means of mass 

information. Repr'esentiltives. of tile above. present at tile meetings of tile 

COlilnissions or at tile poll ing ploce. must Ilave a certified excerpt from tile 

recor'd f)f the meeting of tile or'ganization tilat Ilad sent tllern or another document 

verifying tlleir alJtllority [to act as a representative]. Preliminary notice to 
\ 

the COl1lnissions on tile Referendum r'egarding- the planned pr'escnce of 
\ 

representatives of the enlJlI1erated groups ;:s not required. 

Article &. . Tile' LanglJage of the Refer'endum in the Republic of Tajikistan. 

AH decisiOf)s of governmental organs. relating to tile conduct of tile 
, 

ReJeretrl'dum in the Republic of Tajikistan. tile tex\:. of the proposed la ... 1 or otller 

resolution 1Jc0ugilt to a Refer'endum. the bailots. records. and information on the 

res!llt~ of the Rcfcrcndlun. and also the decision that WilS reaclled. based on tile 

Referelrdtlm .. are published in tile Tajik language. and in the language of tile 

m~ljorlty of the local popula~ion. and also in tile lcnguage o~, international 

cOIiTnunicat ion Russ.i an. 

Article CJ Material Provisions for the Referendum. 

Expenditures connected to the preparation for and the conduct of tile 

J<eferp,ncllfl1. from tile nunent h11en tile deciSion to 110ld a referendum is made. are 

ell: tile expense of tile Govel'nmental budget of til? Republic of Tajikistan. 
, ; 

Enlerprises. institutions and organizatjons. governmental and corrrnunal 
! 

Ol'<ldnS provide for tile Comnissions' on tile Referenrjum use. tile buildings and 



cquipment necessary for ttle [preparation and conduct of the] Referendu:n. The 

rcnt for the builclings and equipment is paid by the Commissions on thc 

Rc f crcmlum. 

CHAPTER II. DECLARING A REFERENDUM IN THE REPUBLIC OF T;\JIKISTNJ. 

Articlc 10. The right to declare a Referendum in the RepubliC of 

Tajikistan. 

TllC right to dec I are ,1 Referendum in tile Republic of Taj i k is tan be longs to 

thc Supr(jne Soviet of the Reppblic of Tajikistan. Tile right to declare a local 

Refercndum belongs to tile corresponding Soviet of People's Deputies . 

. Thc deciston to condu'Ct a Referendum in tile Republ ic of Tajikistan is 

reached [;y the Supreme Soviet o.f the RepubliC of Tajikistan, tile decision to , . 

conduct a loca I Referendum is reached by tile corr'espondi ng Sovi et of Peop 1 e' s 

Deputics on their (1',.-;11 initiative, and also at the clemanel of persons, cnumer'atecl 

ill Artlclc 11 of this law. 
~ 

_/ 

AI'Urlc 1 t , Mandatory Declaration of a Referendum in tll,e;..-R::publ ic of 
I 

Tajikistan. 

Ihe Suprerrc Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan. must declare a Referendum ,. 

in the Republic of Tajikistan upon the demand of: 

no fewer than fifty tllOusand citizens of tile Republic of Tajikistan, ViM 

have tile right to participate in the. Referendum: 

no f e\'fer than one till rei of the tota I number of Pcop Ie's Deputi es 0 f Ule 

Republic of Tajikistan: 

the Presiclent of ttlC Republic of Tajikistan. 

J 
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Upon a demand of Deputi es cons is ti n9 of no fe .. :er than ha If of ttle tota I 

mllOcr 0 f the correspondi ng Sov i et of People's Deputi es, or upon a dEffiiHlC1. s i gneel 

by one tenth of the total citizenry of tile Republic of Tajikistan, permanently 

n's 1(1 i ng on the terr i tory of the corresponding admi ni "trat i ve' territor i al un i t 

,lIlel having tile right to participate in the Referendum. 

lhe initiative to conduct a Referendum can originate from governmental ane! 

ccmnunai organs, collective enterprises, ins.titutions and organizations, ane! also 

individuul citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan. In that event, it may be 
\ 

. \ 
initiated through tile organs .... hich Ilave the right to declare (a Referendum), ane! 

persons .... 110 have ·the rigllt to" demand a Referendum. 

Tile Exercise of the Right to Demand a Referendum by tile' 

people's Deputies in tile Republic of Tajikistan. 

lihe· (feci's ion to cone!uct II Referendum .on the demmd of no fe,ler tlwn one 
" 

tl.lint of ttl!' total mrrnller of People"s Deputies of the Republic of Tajikistan can 

be FCilChe(l.by a. vote by name at a session of ttle Supr'eme Soviet of the Republ ic 
, . 

of Tajikistan or through the means of coTlecting signatures of tr.e People's 

" Deputies of the Republic of Tajil:istan. The signatures of the People's Deputies 
I 

of: the· RepubliC. of Tajikistan on a demand to conduct a Referendum are certi fied 

Ily the Pres i d.ium of the Supreme Sovi et 0f tile Repub Ii c of Taj i k is tan. 

The·deeis·ion to conduct 'a Referendum on the demand of no fewer than hal f 

of the totaT Ilumber' of Deputies of the cor'responding Soviet of People's Deplitles 
t 

IS I'eaclled thr'ougll tile con eeti on ·of signatures of tile, Deput i es of tile I oca 1 
, 

Sov.iet or through a vote at a· session of' tile cOi'l'esponding Soviet. HIe 

:".' ....... ~,'F~;", .. co;:' •• \,,,,.,/ .... , • . " 



signatures of deputies of local Soviets are certified by ttle Chairman of tile 

corresponding local Soviet of People's Deputies. 

,\I'I1(:le n. The Exercise of the Right to Demand a Referendum by U1C 

Citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Iile right to initiate the collection .of' signatures for the demand to 

conduct a Referendum belongs to every citizen of tile Republic of Tajikistan or' 

gi'ollp of citizens. Ilaving tile r'igilt to participate in a Referendum. The citizens 

of ttlC Republic of Tajil:istan ex£;rcise tlleir right to collect signatures [to 

suppor't a demand for a Refere~dumJ of their O'.-JJ1 free will and volition, 

l.i1e collection Of signatur"es is orgi!nized and conducted by initiating. 

'qf'OUpS (or tile RefcrendlUll, v..'hich·are formed by tIle citizens of tile Reput)liC of 

Tajiklstan in accor'dance Iv;th the provisions of this law, 

Art iclir H, Forming the Initiating Groups for the Referendum. 

A~Scf1~)lies of citilens of the RepJJblic of Tajikistan are' held with the goal 
t· . -

() f dec nd i ng on tile issue of the necess ity of conducting a Referendum on tIle 

irlitiative of citizens. 

Tl1e group initiating the Assembly must inform the Soviet of People's 

Deputies no later than ten days prior to the Assembly of the place and time of 

the Assembly. 

Tile Assembly is auUlorized to decide on the issue of [demanding] the 

Hefercmlirm, if there are present no fe.,'€r than 200 citizens of the Republ ic of 

liljikislan; when the issue being decided is .... ilether to conduct a local 

i{('fcrcn(linn, then no fev.'2r Ulan 50 citizens of tIle Republic of Tajikistan \'.flo have 
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tile rigllt to participate in the Referendum must be present. 

Prior to the Assembly, a registration of its participants takes place: the 

Assembly elects tile Presidium of the Assembly, 'discusses tile need for a 

I{c I erendilln, and a 1 so tile text a f tile proposee!. reso 1 ut i on to be put to d 

Rcfercn(lilm, 

If making.a e!ecision 011 tile necessity of conducling a Referendulll, or' 

ratifying tile text to be put up for a Referendum, the Assembly by secret or open 

vole elects tile initiating Qr'OUp for the Referendum, having no fe'tler' tllan 10 
" . , . 

members ana delegates it to tile call ect i on of signatures [tile i nit i a t i ng gr'oup 

organizes tile col.1eet i on of signatures], 

Articl!' 1";'" ~egistration of an Initiating Gr'o~lp for the Referendum, 

Upon p~o'liding the complete record of the Assembly together \-lith tile 

rcqislration lfst of its participants and the list of the members of the elecleel 

lllltiaUncp group Lo Uie executive committee of tile rayon or to'o'ITl Soviet of 
, . -

~.-

Deputies for tile place v.1lere the Assembly was held, to".t~f' r'eC;;:d is I ~ ;,r::. t-

.~' 
a text of tile ,proposed resolution, tllay-s-'offered brougllt for' tile 

. I ..•. / 

People's 

a ttaciled 

Referendum. and tile written commitment of the members of the initiating gr'oup 

toabie!e by the legislation on the Referendum and to take tIle responsibility for 

tile otlservance of the 1 ega 1 propri et i es in tile co 11 ect ion' of signatures, 

A decision on registration must be made no later tllan tv.'O \':eeks from the 

nK~llcnt of I'ecci pt of the record of the As semI) ly togeUler' with Lhe appropr i ale 

attachments thereto. 

llle initiating groups for tile Referendlrn in tile Republic of Tajikistan are 

, 
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registered witil tile Centr'al Comnission on Conducting tile Referendum upon tile 

prescntal ion of tile local' Soviet of People's Deputies for the place .... her·e tile 

Assemb ly was conejuctcd. 

Tile iniLiating gr'OUp for a local Referendum r'egislerswitll [?illegibleJ tile 

Cl1aii'man of tile local Soviet of People's Deputies, \-Ii tlli n tile limits of tile 

territory where tile gr'oup plans to conduct tile Referendum: 

Tile refusal to register tile initiating grolrp is not permitted, if tile 

Assemllly was conducte,f in ob'servance of tile requirements of tllis la',o/. 

Mter" it is verified that tile Assembly \-las properly conducted, tile 

repn.'s~1l1Itatives of tile initiating group are issued certification tllat tile group 

is reg'i,stered, anr appropriate. credentials are issued to its members. Tile 

cerlifiicates and tile credentials are issued by the organ registering tile group, 

wi til i n til rce dlays 0 f milk i ng tile deci s i on whetiler tQ r'eg is ter the in i ti a t i ng 
~, 

grOtrp , 
;:. . 

TIlE.' refusal of registration to 'conduct aoRefer'endum in tile Republ ic of 

lajil:tstan, can be appealed by tile initiating group to tile. Supreme Court of tile 
, 

·Repu1}lic of Tajikistan, the refusal of registration to conduct a local Referendum 

can be appealed to tile rayon (to',oirl) People's CO~Jrt for' the place of tile local 

Soviel of People's Deputies tilat had refused tile registration, 

! 
Upon registration of tile initiating groUp, tiley must be given identifying 

Illrrbers ami names, tilat correspond to tile names of tile exec uti ve COffini ltecs for' 

tile place of formation of the iriitii!ting group. Tilis' information must be 
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Included on every petition me.ant for the collection of signatures regar-ding Ule 

HeferendllTl, ilml also on otiler documents [originating] from tile initiating group 

uri the Referendum .. 

Tile inforrnation regar-ding registered initiating groups is transmitteci lo 

·lIle Presidium of tile Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan by tile 

--
exccutive cannittees of tile Soviet of People's Deputies for the place .... 11ere lhe 

i.nitiitting group was formed. 

-., 

The . procedure for and term for the coll",.::c;:.ion of signatures by 

trie inttfati'ng groups on the ReferenGl£. 

Hr'om the.,moment of receiv,ing its certificate .:·7 registration, the 

IflH:.iil,ting: group oil the Referendum has the .right to orc:~.ize and engage in an . -

llnhindered: collect'ion of signatures on 

I;)lilt. a Referendum be conducted .. 

(j 

The: o)',e.r'a;l'l term for the: conection' of Signct:;.-es on the issue 'of 

COJl(luct.i n9.: a" Referenourn in the.· Repub]'i c or Taj i k i stan ;;;u; t not exceed three 
-

monlhs:. or·' for a: l'ocal Referendum -- one month from .th:: :-?c?ipt of certi ficate 

ufo rcgistra.Uon b.x the. first iniUating group formed r",;-:""-:'~ng that Referendum, 

In the. eyenl' that during this: term .. a-: sufficient :-L;;;e2, of signatures of 
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cItizens of tile Rep·ublic of Tajikistan VRI';: not collected. further collectIon of 

SIgnatures regardi ng tili s Referendlm ceases. The demand for a Referendum on tili s 

·1 ssue can be renewed aftel' tile expi ration of one year. 

A new Referendum in tile Republic of Tajikistan on tile issues. raised in an 

C,lJ'licr. Hefcrcndur.l. can be conducted no earlier tilan after 5 years. and a local 

Hefcrcmj[lll ' no earl iCI' tilan after 1 year fran tile day of the earl ier ReferenciUIII 

\ 
un these issues. \ 

Articlc 17. Petitions on the Referendum. 

Petitions for the collection of signatures of tile citizens of tile Republ ic 

of ·TiljiIUstan. dcmanrling tilat a Referendum be conducte(1 (signature lists) IIIUSt. 

conLdin UTe formulaLion of the questions proposed for ReferendlHB. or a discussion 
_.. r., • 

of. the substance of the proposed draft law or other resolution (under till: 

condi lion.. tilat the pub Ii c wi 11 be gua ranteed the opportuni ty to become 
<. 

acquainted with the fllil text of the proposed la't! or otiler resolution. and tilat 

the initiating group is fully identified. [Note. the 00)" is missing in original 
--" . - . 

text.) 

r 

The citizen of tile RepubliC of Tajikistan.: \\110' supports tile demanci on Lile , 
; 

. i ~ 

conduct oJ UleReferendum. signs the petition. ,indiCating his full name. date of 
! 

hirth. place of residence. number and series of his passport or alternative 

L, ' 
..... -.'~q2ZLh:::::s 

I:; 
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document verifying his identity. and the date of signing. 

Fill ed out petitions. must be cert ifi ed by tile Cha i rman and one of tile 

.. members of tile initiating group. 

Ol~ every petition. next to tile certifying signatures of tile Chai rman illld 
\. 

one of tile members of the initiating group on the Referendum: there must be a 
\ 

not.ation of the tolal number of certified signatures. Certifying signatu,'es of 
\ 

members of initiating group are verified by the seal of the local Soviet of 

People's Deputies or its executive corm:ittee for tile place of registration of 

that initiating group, 

[11"\ ic.lf,' Hj,. Processing [Procedure for' administrative handling] of ttle· 

right to demand a Referendum . 

. Upon the ~ompletion of collecting signatures. the initiating,group compiles 

il final [surnnary] record. in l'.11ich it indicates the date of registration of tile 

initiating group. the date of the completion of the collection of signatures. the 

nl.ntler of collected Signatures and the narres of the Soviets of People's Deputies 

I.u I'.h i ch peti t i OilS hacl been entrus ted for sa f ekeep i ng. Tile fi na 1 record togetller 

WIth the clem111ld to conduct a Referendum is sent ~o the f','esidiunl of the Supreme , 
Soviet of the RepubliC of Tajikistan. 

..... . 
I . 
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Pet i ti ons on tile Referendum in the Repub 1 i c of Taj i k i stan. bv the 1 a',,; 

[··ilCt··. "hicll act?]. must be given for safekeeping to the Chairman of Soviet of 

i'cop Ie' s lJeputi es on tile terri tory .... 11ere tile signa tures were gatller"Ed. allC! 

\leti t ions on 1 oca 1 Refer"endum must be gi ven to tile Cila i rman of the 1 oca 1 Sov i et 

of People' s Deput i es in tile terr·itory .... 11ere it is proposed to be he 1 cl. ancl is 

kept for period of two mOllths after the Refer"endum. 

In the· law [act?n] is indicated the overall number of petitions ,1Il(! 

sigr;lalllJreS of citizens. The act in 3 copies is signed by no fe . ..er than 3 ITX?mber"s 

of tJle ·tni.tiatTng group and tile Chairman of the corresponding Soviet of People's 

Deputi.es or his Deputy. 

Group on the Referend[nn in the Republic cf Tajikistan witllin a vieek afler 

lIt~ SiQl'T1Clg of tile act ~li'lfes the final record allC! act with the requirement for" 

lhe conduct of the ReferendlEn to the Central C01miss ion on tile Referendum in tile 

Republic of Tajikistan, \~licll a record is created. The record and the demand to 

conduct a Referendum witllin 3 days are transmitted by the Central Corrrnission 

on the Referendum to the Supreme Sov'iet of tile Republic of Tajikistan and must 

-contain the reasons 1-.11Y the Referendum is necessary. a precise ~ormulation of the 

'lues ti on or proposed 1 aw i or otller reso 1 ut ion, pr"oposed for tile Referendum. 

The Presic!ilnn of tile Supr"eme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan ensur,"e, 

tile registration of tile received materials and tile [obobshenie] of the testimony 

therein. 

I~ 
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Wilen necessary. tile Presidium of Supreme Soviet or tile Republ ic of-

ldjil:istan mdY entrust the selective or Ccmnissicnplete check of the validity of 

the received documents to tile corresponding Soviet of People's Deputies. This 

checl: mus t be Comni s s i onp 1 eted \-,i th in. 2 weeks_ Duri ng the check. tile 

interrogation -.Evimv] of persons .... 110 had signed -the demand to conduct tile 

ReferellChm. is not penni Ltecl The results of the ctleck. processed in tile pr-oper 

fIIdnners. within 3 clays. ar-e transmitted to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 

of tile Republic of Tajikistan. 

Upon di scovering more than one ~ ignature of the same ci t i zen i rI the 

pet it ions. hi s signatures wi IT not count. 

The Pre-5~dium of th.e Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan may 

IIlI:wilnl Ule m,ltc.rials til!lt appear to the Question on conducting the Referendum 

for conclusion Dy the permanent co:rmittees 
! 

the Republic of TaJIkIstan. 

and Conmi S5 ion of Su()c~e '3tjv i et of 

c; 

Tile conc l'us ions of tile Corrmi 5S ions or commi ttee5 are for'.-Iarded to the 

Presidium of tile Supreme Seviet of tile Republic of Tajikistan I-Illich ensures tile 

i riC I us ion of the Quest i Oil on ca 11 i ng a Referendum on tile agenda for tile curTent 

or the nearest session of tile Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

ecrU f i cd cop i es of reso luti on ilncl a I so in forma t i on rega rdi ng tile ti me 0 f 

r('vi('\~ by tile Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan are illlnediately 

~-. 

j> 



forwardecj to the initiating gr'oup on the Referendum. 

Article 19. Tile adoption of a decision on tile demand to. conduct a Referendum. 

Tile Supr'eme Soviet of tile Republic of Tajikistan on conducting a Referenclllln 

of the Republic of' Tajikistan. and local Soviet of People's Deputies on 
~. 

conducting local Refer'endums have the right to reach one of tlie follol'linq 

decisions: 

ill 011 calling a Referem:U,gn. tile date of conducting tile Refer'endum ami tile 

. mC<1Stlres to provi'd~ far it: 

b l 011 derill'iil'l~ the demand on ca 11 i ng tile Referendum in the event 0 f 
• ·0 

viofa.tions of th,is law by Ule initiators of tllat .Referendum. , 

Tile Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikistan. aside from tile above 
, 
, 

lis lccl dec is ions. has the rigllt to deci de hnether to adopt a I awol' anotller 

resolutioll. tl1dt is pr'oposed in the demand for a Referendum of tile Republ ic of . . 

IdjiKistan, witllout IlOlding a subsequent Referendum. 

lile Supreme Soviet of tile Republic of Tajikistan on conducting a Referendlin 

of tile Republ ic of Tajikistan. and local Soviet of People's Deputies on 

conduct i ng a 1 oca I Refer'endum exami ne tile presented materi a I sand react1 il 

w, , ..... 
'-
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I 
I , . 
I 
I 

.t.. . 

decision on them during ttle next session. 

Mticle 20. Tile term for conducting a Referenelum. 

llle Referencl1nn may not be cpncucted earl ier than one month and later than 

tour rnonLils from tile day of adoption of the declaration on conducting it. 

Tlli 5 term may be extended by the organ announci ng l ca 1 Ung) the Referendlnn. 

if liuring tile next t\~O montils. is anticipated the conduct of another Referendum 

or the.elections of the Peopl'e's Deputies of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

III . PREP/IRATI of~ FOR lHE RE;>fer.endum. 

Article 21. (orrmi·ssrlOrJ on. conducting the Referendum in the Republ ic of 

lajiUstan. 

10 prepare and. conduct tile Referendum in the Republ ic of.Tajik i stan are 

f armed tile f 011 owi ng COlTTni s s ions: 

a) tile Central Ccmnission on the Referendum in tIle RepubTi"c of Tajikistan: 

b) tile Circuit Comnissions.on the ReferendlIll in th" Republic of Tajikistan: 



c) tile Poll ing Place Comnissions 011 tile Refel'endum in tile Republ ic of 

T aj i ki stan: 

Tile powers of tile COlllni ss iOlls on tile Referendum al'e in force from tile 

m:.I1X:lll tliat tile Ccxllnissions arc organized and expire at tile end of one nDnLiI fr(J1ll 

tile puol ication of tile results of tile Referendum. 

\ 
Article 22. Tile formation of tile Corrmissiolls on the Referendum. , 

}, \ 

, , 
i 
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I 
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cec is formed by tile Supreme Sovi et of tile Repub 1 i c of Taji k is tan a t tile 

simultancously ~",itll the adoption of a decision to call a Referendum. DUi'ing Ulis 

process. tile sugge~tiolls ofoblast. Dushanbe TO'.,n Soviet of People's Deputies. 

repubhcan organs: corrmunal. organizations. and also initiating groups on the 

Rr. (Cl'cnd1Jm a re cons i dcred. 

.ll.e Ctrcuit Corrmissions on tile .Referendum. are formed by tile oblast. 
" 

Dusharmc. town Soviet.of People's Deputies. and in the to,,71S and rayons subject 
,c.-

.to the Republic . by tile cOiTespondi ng Sovi et of People's Deputies or tllei r , 

exccut i ve cO'llni ttees. upon the pr'esentat i on of tile COHTlluna 1 ol'gan i zat i on. labor 

co 11 ec t i ves and ill i ti a ti 119 groups on" the Referendum tha tare presen tin tile 

circuit. tile Circuit Corrmission on tile Referendum must be organized \'IiUlin a 

wcc\: from tile day of publication of the declaration on calling the Referendum. 
I 
i 

.lnd must inclu(le a. Cllairmall, Secretary-and l~ members. 
! 



I r 

prc ili'e fo"rmed by tile rayon, ta..n, rayon i n ta/.~l 50'1 i et of People' 5 . 

Deputies or tileir executive comnittees witilin 3 v.eeks fran tile day of publication 

ni the cleclar'ation on call ing tile Referendlnn. 'tlitll regard for the suggestions of 

tile follo ... .;ng l-.ilO are localed in tileir territory: corrrnunal organizations. labor' 

collectives. initiating gr'mlp on tile Referenclum. and also We J\ssembl ies of . . 
CItizens that number' no f('.-R.r than 150 persons. tile Polling' Place COlllnission on 

the Referendum staff includes 'a Chairman. Secretary and 7 members. 

Tile Centra I and Circui t COlTlllissioJ'ls on tile Referendum ensul'e tllat tile 

popul ati orr. is informed in a t;;mely mlilflner _tlll'ougil the means of mass media and 

other means regiu'dtng tYle members!;;,i p, of the Cromi ss ions on tile Referendum. place 
(' 

and Ue- of their' worl:. telepl.l0tte munbers. locations of tile polling place for' 

mtirr91 dild other' .1I!Tformat.i.01fll hcuving; significance .to the proper preparation for , 

<lilt! Ut!' cOllCluct of tITe IRc terenoom, 
, ~ 

''0' 

Art icle 23. Ute- powers of tile' Central Corrrni ssion on tile Referendum. 

cec: 
: 

registers initiating groups on tile Referendum in tile Republ ic of , 

TajIkistan: 

ensures in all tile territory of the Republic of Tajikistan strict 

'l......;;...:...... ___ ._. .~:::- - • 
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compl iance with this law. applies to the Supreme Soviet of the Republ ic of 

Tajikistan for necessary interpretations of the same [???]: 

organizes the activities of the Circuit Corrmission on the Referendum: 

decides issues regar-ding the assignment of Referenc!lull participants residin\l 

t)('yol1(l tile limits of the Republic of Tajikistan to a circuit for a Refer-endum on 

tile terntory of the Republic of Tajikistan: 

.- ells-tributes funds to the Circuit Corrmission on the Referendum: 

controls t'he provision of COlllllissions on the Referendum with buildings. 

transpor·t. comTIlmication and examines other questions of material-teclmical 

supply for the Referendum: 

. es!.atllislles tile format of the ballots for tile Referendum. t.!~2:j'fst of tile 

participants in .the Refer~ndum. record of the m:=~gsfi-~:llTnissions on tile 
, 

RcferendllR. and other doclJll\2nts relating to the Referendum. samples ballot boxes 

and seals of the Corrmissions on the' Referendum. the manner of safekeeping of 

documents re 1 at i ng to tile Referendum: 

hears c(Xllllunicatiolls [dIlIlOUnCerT>2nts] frem the ministries and administrative 

organs of the Reputll ic of Taji k i 5 tan. and other goyermncrita I and comnuna 1 organs 

oll.the issues relating to preparation for and the conduct of the Referenc!um: 



I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

; .pr,~ 

prepares the total results for the Referendum in all of. ttle Republ ic of 

lajikistan: 

e~tablishes [settles] tile results of the Referendum. publicizes tllem in 

pnnL.OI1 the television. radio and other means. informs about its .... ,ork and tile 

resul ts of the Referenclum: 

examines the declarations and the complaints on tile decisions of Lill' 

CQITT11issions on the Referendum: 

exerc i ses other powers, provi ded for in thi s· I aw and other' I a\'ls of ttle 

Republic of Tajikistan. 

Ar,Licle 2/). The powers of the·Circuit COlTIllission on the Referendum in ttle. 

Repllblic of Tajikistan. 
I 
I 
! 

cry in the Republic of Tajikistan: " 

organizes the activities of the Polling Place COiffilission on tile Refer'endum: 

.. 
hears the comnunications of the executive and administrative organs of Llle 

I '.Ica 1 SOy i et of I'eop Ie' 5 Deputies: heacls of enterpr" i ses. . ins ti tut ions tinc! 

or:9drllldt IOns on tile issues of preparation for" ancl tile conduct of tile Referendum: 



controls tile time 1 iness and the propriety of tile issue [publication] of tile 

mJterials regarding tile Referendum: 

determines tile results of the Referendum in ttle circuit. transmits tilern 1.0 

tile Centra 1 Canni ss ion on tile Referendum. publ i shes tile results of .tlle Referendum 

In print:. 

.-

examines tile declarations and Cannissionplaints regarding tile decisions of 

tile 1'011 i ng Place Ccmni ss i on on the Referendum and reaclles appropri ate deci s ions: 

ensures strict Cornnissionpliance witll tllis lal-I on tile territory of tile 

circuit: 

exercises other powers in accordance with this law. 

, .. , 

Article;>5. The po.-.'2rs or tile Polling Place Cannissio~n-the.-rleferencjum 
I • : •• _________ 

Republic of Tajikistan. 

in tile 

.tl 

pre: 

coinpil es tile voter 1 i S ts for tile Referendum for tile po Hi ng place: 

.conejucts tile familiarization of tile citizens I-litll of the polling place tile 

.' 
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voter 1 ists and examines tile declarations regarding the inaccuracies in ttle voter 

II slS and clecides on the lssue of wilether to make appropriate changes: 

Informs tile poplll a ti on of the day \o.11en tile Re ferendum 'IIi 11 be concluctecl: 

ensures tile readiness of buildings for' voting and that they arc 

appropr.iately equipped: 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
.. • 

organizes the voting in tile polling place on the day of tile Refer'endlli1l: 
" 

. conducts tile COllill of votes ilnd determines tile results of the voting: 

eXilmines tlie declarations and, Ule statements on the issues of preparation 

for .llltl llJ~e coociirct of the Referendum and reaches appropriate 'decisions: 

etm'j,uwes- tIle familiarizatioo of the cil;izens witll this law and the issue 

l)rOt~ht [0 the ~eferendurn. durir:g the period of preparation for cOr'duct i ng of tile 

Referencllm.l and on the day of the vot.ing. and exercises otller pO'tlers provided for 

In tilis I a'.,. 

Article 26. Circuit and polling place for tile Referendum in the Republic of . 

lajikistan. 

Tile territOI',Y of every oblast. the to'"n of Dusl13nbe.· tile ta...ns and rayons 
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to tile Referendum. 

Informing tile citizens about the borders of every poll ing place together 

with the indication of the location of the Polling Place Corrmission on tile 

Hd crcnd~lm and tile place for vat i ng is done by the correspondi ng Sovi et of 

People's Deputies or its Chairman. 

[very polling place for the Referendum must have a building. able to casi 1.1' 

acwllrodate members of tile po 11 i ng pl ace Carmi ss i on. representatives of pol it i ca 1 

and other comnuna I . organi zat ions and mass movements. lilllor call ecti ves. ' 

Asscmbl ies of cit·izens. and also of the means of· mass media at tile time of 

sea I ing the ba 1'1 at boxes. openi ng ba 11 at boxes and counti ng the votes, Tlie 

tlilil(lil1!l: must 'be eQuipped with a safe for safekeeping of documentation. 

fllrnit.tln:'. (lisplays for I ists of voters voting 'in tllis poll ing place. (lll(1 
/ 

~ 

~ 
/ 

olher in for'mat i on on the Referendum. booth and boxes for secrpt.Jv:)fl rig. [very 
--.--;'. 

polling place can have only one portable ballot bOx~~bly for those \>'110 arc 
,.~ 

'not physically able to vote at the polling' placeJ. ( 

Entry into and exit frem the building for voting must be separate and set 

up so llhlt every voter passes only through the booth for secret voting. 

lhe booths for secret voting are' equi pped I-litll tab I es. and sheets of tile 

,text of the proposed reso I uti on, brougllt to a Referendum and a I so wi til automat 1 C 
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.pens [ball points?]. The use of pencils is not a11a,·led. 

ArtIcle 27. Organizalion of the work of the Corrmissions on the Referemlum. 

t:IC Comnissions on the Referendum in the Republic of Tajikistan must 

conduct tlleir first meetings no later than I'litilin till-ee days from the moment of 

tile i r formation. The 'meetings of the COlTTTlissions on tile ReferenclulTl have 

duthority to act if. no fcw;>r-· Ulan \.1,0 thinls of tile members participate in Lilt1L 
~ "'. 

lTleeting. The decisions of ~he Corrmissions are reaclled by open vote. by tile 

majori ty of the lTlL"Illbers of the tota 1 number of members of that Cemni ss i on. 1110se 

mcm!)crs of the Cemnlssion who do not agree with its decision. have tlle'rigllt to 

express their d{ssmt [own opinion] in vwitten form. \,11icll wi II be attaclled to 

the record of tite meeting of tile Conmissioll. Properly certified copies or UIC 

lll(licalcci documents arc issued upon the first demand from intel-ested person~.> 

Artic Ie 28. 

·Referendum. 

i 
i 

TJl'{' 1 ists :of 

o 

lire 1 i sts of citizens wi th the ri ght to part i ci pate in the Referendum. is 

Commi s.S i onpi 1 ed for every Referendum poll i ng place by the Poll i ng PI ace 

Comnisslon on the Referendum and is signed by its Cllainnan anci Secretary. 

The lists are Conrnissionpiled on tile basis of tile data. presented by tile 



j 

I 
~ 
1 , , , , 

I 
1 
,"" J 

1 
1 
I , 
'j 
I 
i 

~ 
I 

j 

I 
I 
I 

pells [belll points?]. Tile use of pencils is not a11o.-Jed. 

,",I·t ielc 27. Or~lanilatioll of tile v.'Ork of the COiTThissions on the Referendum. 

lile Comnissi.ons on tile R~ferendum in tile Republi.c of Tajikistan must 

eOllcluet Uleir first meetings 110 leter' than witilin tilr'ee days from tile moment of 

lIlclr formation. Tile meetings of tile Cbrrrnissions on the Refcr'encium IhlVC 

,1I1t1lorily to act if. no f(YR.r til an tv.o thirds of tile members participate ill tliaL 

mceti ng. Tile deci s ions of ~Ile Corrm.i S5 ions are reached by open vote. by the 

mdj(wiLy of tile fTlo2flilJers of Ule total mooer of members of tlla£ Ccmnission. TIl05e 

m:~mbers of tile Ccxrmission 1.1110 dO'not agree witil its decision. have tile rigllt to 

express lhei I' d{ssent [0I;am opinion] in written form. wllicil wi 11 be attaclled to 

tile record of die meeUI'I:gi of tile CIDIrnrissioll. "Properly certified copies of tllC 

IIldlCtl\.cci liOCUlllcnls arc issued upoo tile first demand from intercsted per'sons .. 

-0 

AI·t ielc 28. The lists of cHizens wllO Ilave tile rigllt to parUClpate in tile 

Referendum. 

The lists of citizens witll the rigllt to participate in the Referendum. is 

Con~ili SS ionpil ed for evo/ry Referendum, poll fng place by the Poll i ng Pl ace 

• C(XI/;IlSSlOll on tile Referellcium and is signeei by its (tlairman' ami SeeretMy, 

Tile 1 ists are Conmissionpiled on tile basis of the data. presented ,by the 
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a decision must be r'eaclled on tile appeal wiUlin a week from the moment tllat tile 

d ppea 1 i s f i 1 eel. 

A lIont)er of a Corrrni,sSion on the Refer'ellGl'il. including tile Cllainnan, Deputy 

Chairman. Secretclr'y by ilis decision can be r'eleasetj dur'ing tile period of 

preparation for and tile concluct of tile RefeFendum from fulfilling Ilis enterprise 

or service obl igalionc,. preserving [continuing to receive] their aver'age salar'y 

from the funds set aside to c;onduct tile Referendum. 

Governmental and corrrnunal organs and organizations. officials must 

cooperate with the ~omlli ss ions on the ReferencJum and p'r'ovi de tile in format i on ancl 

materials fleeded'by the Comnissions to fulfill tlleir mandate. The Corrrnissions 

on the Ref ercllmlll [lilve tile ri gilt to apD 1 y on iss lies t i ecl to the pr'epa I' at i on f (Jr' 

dllll the comlllclL of Ule Refer'endur.l to the governmental and corrrnuna 1 orgalls alld 
-------,-

organization. and to responsible officials \·.110 must examine tile pr:esf.'nLed issue 
! 

and glve an 'answer to th~' Comnission no 
.--__ .-r... : 

1 ater tllan \·;i thin 3 days. 
:,~ 

The Olairrnan. Deputy Chairman. Secretar'y or membe:' of a Comnissioll 011 tile 

Refer'cndllTI. may be released from his duties on the Corrrnission. by tile organ that 

had organi zecl tilat Corrrni ss i on. ,eitiler througli a. persona 1 reques t or upon a 

slaterent by a CQrrrnunal organization. labol' collective. initiating gr'oup on tile 

HrferendUIn. or'gan of cOlnnunal self-activity [:~G07]. iHl association of citizens 

bY,tileir place of residence and for tilose serving 'in tile military by tileir 
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a elecis ion must bc rcaclled on tile appeal within -a-,,>eek from the flIO!i:-2nt tllat tire· 

<1 ppca lis f i 1 cd . 

1\ lIonl)(:r 0 f d COIIJl1is sian on th~ Refercndlnn. inc lueli ng tlic Cha irma n. Dcput:, 

Chi!irman. Secretill'y by his decision can be released during the period of 

preparalion fo:- allel tile coneluct of the Refe!'endum from fulfilling his entel'pl'ise 

or servIce ol)ligdlions. preser'ving [continuing to receive] their average salary 

from L1le funds set aside to conduct the Referendum. 

Governmenta 1 and corrrnunal organs and, organi zations. offi ci a 1 s mus t 

(O~e"c1b.e with tire ~ormlissions OfT. the Referendum and provide the information' and 

mut'e"ials needeoby tile Cormrissions to fulfill their mandate. The Corrrnissions 

on Ule' fR£ferentiurn ./liIlfE' the rtgllt to apply on issues tieel to tile preparation for 
'. 

,111ft; lie t:lJllducl of tire Referendolm to the government a land corrrnuna 1 organs and 

or~ll .. mi/i!t.ion,and to respol1sib,l'e officials 1"'10 must examine the presented issue 
. ~ 

and give an 'answer to the Corrrnission no later tllan I·litllin 3 days. 

file Chairmall. Deputy Cilairman, Secretary or ~llber' of a Corrrnission on tile 

Refercndlnn, may'be released fran his duties on the Corrrnission. by tile organ that 

Ilad ol'gun i zed that Corrrni ss i on, ei ther through a pel'sona 1 reques t or' upon a 

statcment by a comnunal ol'ganization, labor collective. initiating group on tile 

Refereileluin. organ of colnnunal self-actfvity [NGO?]. an association of citizells 

IJy Lilcir place of residence and for tilose serving in tile mi 1 itary by 1I1ell' 

..,:0, 
-~ 
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military district. Tile rerroval and confirmation of a nE't! Ci1airman and Ccmnission 

1lIC:llIi)C:I'Sllip iJre condilcteci .in tile manner establisiled by this law. 

Lists ilre puL out [ilangecl in a public place] for publiC" familiarization in 

tile: illJllcling of tile Polling Place CO'nnission on tile Referendum no later than one 

IIKlIlUI prIOr. to tile l~ererencll!lll. and are also bl'ougl1t to tile citizens' avlareness 

UlI'OIl(111 ot.iler means. 

Every citizen ilas tile right to appeal his noninclusion or inaccul'ate 

illcllls.ion on a list or exclusion from a list. and also errors allO'lied in tile 

! hLS. Tile sta:temepts I"egaroing errors in l'ist are revie,,'2d by the Polling Place 

Cmllliss.ion on tile RefereI1d.ium .. IrIln,icll must, no later than within t .... ,o days. and'on 

lite day prior W or Olffi tiie: dacY ~f the Ref~rendull), immeeiiately, reviC'II tile 

Slalr~11Cl1t. i}ml make the necessary correction 01' give tile person making tile appeal 

tl earlY of its reasoned deci,sion to deny 11is statement. tilis decision can Ile 

iJjY,lealClI to tile rayon (tIl];v1.])i People's Court, no later tl1an five days pl'ior to tile 
. I 

Referendum. whicil must examine tile appeal \'Iithin 3 days. TIle decision of tile 

rayon (to"n) People's court is firTill,' tile correcti.ons in the list in accordance 

willi tile court's decision is done by the Polling Place Commission on tile 

Referendum immediately. 

MLicie 29. Ballots [voLing bulletins] .. 

- , :;-
__ i_J4~;; .. '3_ 
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In the ballot is reproduced the text of question or the proposed resolution 

t)rought to tile Referenchnn. and Ule tv.\) options available to the voter'. "for" ami 

"against", 

In the event Ulill several alternative proposed r'esolutions are brougtlt to 

a Refcrendlnn. they arc all placed on tile same ballot. consecutively numbered and 

divided by Ilorizontal lines and are voted on separately. 

In the event ttlat a Referendum is conducted on ttle drafts of di fferent 

resolution and also 'in tile event of conducting a Refer'endum of tile Republ ic of 

Tajikistan on tile SalT'r2 day asa local Referendum. all tile draft resolution on tile 

Referendum are typed a different color bal·lots. and are voted on independent ly 

of each other. 

.,..!!?'-~ 

Tile format and text of tile ballots are confirmed by ttle--t;c:"tr'al Corrrnission 
; -~-r ~. 

on the Referendum no later tllan 30 days prior to tile day of ttle Referendum. 
(; 

Tile Circuit Corrrnission on the Referendum provide tile Polling Place 

COlIlll iss i on on tile Re f erendum wi til ba 11 ot -no 1 a tel' than 15 days pr i or to U1C 

Re f er('ridum. 

IV. CONDUCTING THE Referendum 
v 

.~;,- . 
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Mticle 30. Tile time of conducting the Referendum. 

ln all polling place for voting. and also in institutions beyond tile 
. . 

bonlers of the Republic of Tajikistan the voting is conducted from 7 am to 10 pm. 

by loca 1 time. the Poll i ng Pl ace Commi ss i on on the Referendum informs tile voters 

of tile .time and place of voting no later than IS days priol' to tile Refel'enoum. 
" . 

\ 
Voting may be conclucleo earlier than 10 pm ·in polling place. locatecl III 

!;lospita,ls, v.1len all the voters on the voter list have voted.' 

Ar-~fICJe :.U. Ear ly ,[ pre, term] voting. 

I.n title event. i:f less than 15 days prior to the Referendum. a citizell. 

irlc:hJCfcrj! all tin? v.oter list .. fillds [out} that Ile I-lill bE:- unable to participate .ili 
t' 

tl)eo ReferendlnH due to being beyond the borders of the Republic of Tajikistan. he . . 

hd;S; tile I'i gilt to recetv,e in the PoJl i ng Pl ace Corrrni ss i on on the Re ferendum a 
. , ... 

ba:!:l'ot.. Upon re.cei v,i ng: a. ba 11 o~ .. the ci t i len signs in the voter 1 i s t. 

.. 
After' hTUng: out tile ba not.. the ci t i zen puts it in an envelope. ~Itl i cll is 

scaJc(j· and' stamped w.itll tile seal of the Corrrnission in order to preserve tile 

" 
S()Cliec)~. of: the· voting. Til is enve rope is kept' unopened. ullL i 1 , Lhe clay' 0 r Llie 

; , , 
Ilc (erellduffi .. 
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Article 32. Certificate of release from initial-oponing'place: 

In the event Lila!.. less than 30 days prior'. a citizen included on the voter 

1 i~ts. finds. that he I-lill be unable to be in tile building tllat is set aside for 

.voLinQ in the polling place on v;jlose voter list he is placed. he has tile rigllt 

to receive (or the Polling Place Conmission 0:1 the Referendum a certificate of 

release. the voter list for' tile polling place is marked accordingly. Tile receipt 

of a certificate of release .is verified by tile citizen's signature. 

cit tile Repub~ic o( Tajikistan upon the presenting a certificate of release 

from his initial ppl'ling place must be added to tile. supplemental voter I ist of 

any polling place on tile territory of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Article 33. Voting Of! the day of tile Referendum. 

. ':~:!-~:"''<-

On the (lay of conejllct i ng 
, ------. ~ 

tile Referendum. tile Cilairman of the Poll ing I'la((~ 
' .. ~ 

Comnission on tile Refer'endum.a half hour prior' to the start of tile voting. in 
c· 

tile presence of the lR."ITlbers of the COl1Tllission. and representatives of pol itical 

all(1 other cOl1Tllunal organs and mass movements . labor collectives. Assembl ies of 

ci ti lens. and a 1 so the means of mass information checks I-.llether the ba 11 at boxes 

arc (rce from any insertions. and tllen seals tile ballot flaxes. 

Tile ballots for voting are isslied to voters by tile voleI' list upon till! 
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presenlation of a passport or another document. .. verifying ttle identity of ttle 

citizen. 

In those events. when citizens. having the rigllt· to participate in the 

Referendum. are unable for a good reason be present in tile polling place for 

voting. Ule Polling Place Comnission on the Referendum. iJrOviding it has a 

1<.1' i UCIl slc1WlIent from tlieses citizens. delegates two members of the Comni s sian 
': 

lo organize votin~l. in ttle presence of cOfllllunal observers. for tile place 1<.71ere 
\ 

these citizens are located. 

. 
Citizens independently fill out bal'Tots iri the bootll for secret voting. 

A citizen wlla is unable to do himself .. bas the right to invite into ttle booth 

dnO'llher JiJer'son·\'.i!lO is not a member of ·the Polling Place Corrmission on ttle 

Hekrrer1Cll'iJ1I. or. a conlnuna 1 ob')erver. Ballots. fi 11 ed out by voters wllo had voted 

prfl!}r. to the day of the elections [pre·term voting). are·placed in tlle·ballot· 

oox on the day of voting on the Referendum. by the Chair'man of the Polling Place 

.Carmissi·on on the Referendum in the presence of the other .Corrrnission members and 

cannunal observers. prior to tIle beginning of corrrnon ·voting. At that time. tile 

integrity [lack of tampering] of the ·e"leiope. and the presence of the seal of 

the C~i'ssion and that the number of envelopes corresponds to the number of the 

appropriate entries on the voter lists. " 

, j' , 
I 
! 

fI part i ci pant in the Referendum [voter' ]expr-es ses 11 is des ire rega rd i n9 the 



Isslie placed on the Refer'endum. crosses out one of tile responses on tile ballot. 

"for" or "against", 

If ilt tile sallie lime several Referendum Me cOr.lducted. the voter fi 11 s alit 

a ballot for each of them 

I , 

I , Article 34. 
\ 

Counting the votes; 
\ 

\ 
Mter the Chairman announces that voting is concluded. tile Polling Place 

Cwmisston,on the Referendl!l1 opens qle ballot boxes. Prior to opening tile ballot 

boxes. tile Polling ,Place Ccmnission on tile Referendlill counts and voids all lInllsccl 

ba Hots and a record i s ma~ of that. 

On thc basis of tile voter lists, 'inclllding tllC supplemental lists. anel 

cOllnti ng the submi tted statements of· voters regar"di ng pre, term vat i ng 'and 

statements regarding "at hone" voting. the Ccmnission counts the total numtlcr of 
. 0 

"received ballots, ,The count of ballots. in the .mobile ballot box is done 

" 

•• " 

'4 

~ 
.~ 

:L~ 
,! , , 
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separately. In doing that ·the number of ballots is collated [compared] with tllC 

IllIl'OCr sub:nitted written r'equest asl:ing to vote at home, Based on the number of 

ballots in ballot boxes the COlTlTIission establislles: 

, 

the number of citizens. \\110 had partic:ipated in the voting: 
! 

3 



-the mrnber of votes submitted for the dra ft res a 1 uti on tllat wasp 1 aced on 

tile Referendum: 

the nUllliJer of votes given against: 

the number of lJallots found to be invalid: 

Tl10se ballots are found to be inval i(1 vAlere one of tile options ["for" or 

"il~lainst"J was not crossed out. or botll are crossed out. and also ballots tllat 

are not 01 tile approveel format. In the event of doubt ['egardi ng tile va 1 i d i ty 0 f 

a ballot. the decision is made by the Polling Place COlmission on the Referendum. . . 

\o,lli cll notes the number' of such events [deci s ions J in tile recor'd. 

lire rCSltl'ts of tile vote are counted for' every polling place. If several 

i ssues weL'(~ pr'esenled for a vote simultaneous 1 y or if more than ooe.Peferefrdulll 
- -.11"";-

I . ..;--~.- ~S -
was conducted. the vote for' each is conducted separately. I . . ______ 

: ./' 

Article 35. The Record of calculating the finill results of the voting. 

tile final COllnt of tile votes is verified. an(i discllssed at a meeting of tile 

Poll inC) Place Coillnissioll on tile Referendum ancl entered into the record. 'Nhich is 

marie in lI,'O cop i es . 

. """-. 



The record is filled out [made/kept] in ink or in a ball paint pen end-IS 

SI(lnc'Cl by all tile members of tll'e Polling Place Comnissjon on the Referendum aJICI 

vcn ficcl with their seal_ If several Referendums Ioiere conducted. a separa~e 

record is prepared for each one. 

lhc first copy of tile record is delivered to the Polling'PlilceCorrmission 

011 tlie lie f erendum, tile secol1d is I;ept for s a fe~;eep i 119 [ul1der guard] i 11 tile 

Polling Place Commission on tlle\Referendum. 

\ 
The Circuit Crnrnission on the Referendum on tile basis of the records of tile 

Po.l1ing· I?lace COimlission on the Referendum sUHrnarize the received data. check 

U)ii:'!ll; .alld atter a. discussion. Comniss.ionpne and sign tloiO copies of tile recoJ'(1 . 
srummJ"tz:i'ng' tile res-ults from ,tile polling pT:aces. \-'Ilicll are certified by tile seal. 

niCe filr.:'t.tr copy is imliL"<1iiltely sent or tral1smitted by other means to tile Centr'a I 

[{l1rnlliss1011' IiJIl tile Referendum. 

'. 

H'le Ci'n:uit and polling place Corrmissions on the ref after .counting tile 

vO'tcs. submit the cOD~es of tile records and ballots [in printed form?]. including 

tile ones tilat have been voided. to the corresponding Soviet of People's Deputies. 

"!Iere tiley are pr'eserved for a period-OJ ··t\,1:i months. and are tllen destroyecl if 
. 

during tilat- period there was no protest against tile results of tile Referenduill. 

V. ESTABLISHING THE RESULTS OF THE Referendum 
I 
! 



Article, 36, CalculaLing tile results of tile Referendum,'" 

cec on Ule ba sis a f tile records of a 11 tile Ci rcu it Corrrni s sian s on tile 

Ref erenelulll, determi nes : 

L1lc number of citizens, \\110 have tile rigllt to partiCipate in tile 

Rc f e!'cllclum; 

the numbcr a f cit i zens 1,110 had recei ved a ba 11 at; 
~ ". 

tile number: of citizens 1'.110 had partiCipated in t!le voting; 

tile nU'IltJer Qf votes cast in support of ["for") tile draft resolution put to 

II RefcrendllfP,; 

the number of 'Joles cast "against"; 

the numlJer of ba 11 ots deemed i nva 1 i d,' 

The Referendum is declared null and void if in the voting participated 

fe .. ,~r than half of tile citizens of the Republ.ic of Tajikistan htlO Ilild the right 

tll pelrt iCipate in the Heferemllllll, In Ulat event, a Refef'enclum on the Silme i SSUf? 

Cclll not be held earl ier tllan in t,l-iO years, 

QA ,.... ,5l!!!23!F ' -" , ._J. " '", ,'f!<lS -- , ._ ;;::;;4) 'U ,.w,.u .4"_~ .. < • _. *$.. ,tii'I::',~,.:t 
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Tile decisions on issues put to a Heferendum are considered to be reaclled. 

If tlley are voted "for" by more tilan half of tile citizens taking part in tile 

Referendum. 

\-.~len conducting a Referendum on issues of adopting {lmendments and Addenda 

to the'Constitution of tile Republic oJ Tajikistan tile deciSlOrlS arc considered 

to Dc reaclled. if tlley arc voted for by more tllan ha.H of tile ci ti zens of tllC 
\ 

l~puDl ic of Tajik istan .. 110 are on the voter list,,- fOI- the Referendum. 

I1i on. the Referendum \·;ere placed alternative versions of a resolution and 

no on.e of tilem received the necessal~y number of votes. then all versions arc 

COlTS i 0en~di Ito have been refused and the'i'll" rei ntroduct ion to a Referendum can 

Dowr' no' ear1ier than after a year. 

'Hle reslllts of tile Referendum may be declared inval iel·. if errors Ulat 

\liolate' tllis la\-.I which Il<1l1 a result 011 the results of the voting. Iwd Deen 

-permitted either during tile conduct of the Referendum or in count of votes. In , 

the event tllat SUCll violations are found. the results of tile Referendum may be 

appealed to the Supreme Court of the RepubliC of Tajikistan \oJithin a month. 

" 

Arti C 1 e 37. PuD 1 i 511 i n(] ami entry into force of tile dec is i on reached Ulrough tile 
1 

Re f erem\um. 
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Tile totals of tile Refer-~ndlrn are brougllt to tile attention of the population 

of tile Republ ic of Tajil:istan til rough the m0ans of mass information t)y tile 

Cel1tral CClUnission on tile Ref0rendum no later than ten days from the end of tile 

voting. 

In the event- that the Referendum results for a particular polling place or 

Clrcuit are eleclared invallef. Ule Centr-al Comnlss10n on the Referendum has tile 

r 1(IIlL La <Ie 1 e(lil Le to the corTespondtngJ (bumi s s i on on the Referendum to con<luc I. 

a second round of voting in tllat pol Hflg' place' or circuit within two weeks. 

Tile deci~iions of th~ Centlf"al Co;nT1issiQJ:n (il111i tile Referendum may be appealed to tile 

Supreme Court of the Republic of TajiKistan within a week from when tile decision 

is made. 

lite cfec l,s. iml reaclied on tile Refer'endum is pub 1 i shed no later tlliHl seven , ,-

tile HclerenduliI1iI i. tse If cfoes not provi de for , 

1'ol-ce on tile day of PL!P 1 i Cut if;;; if 
_ . . -.;r._ 

a di fferent-'dBte'~f 'effect i veness. 
." ...---
:. .. ---

clays a ftcr tllIi' Ta:s r: vot i 11\1. and e:ltcrs into 

. i;" 

Article 38. Cllanges or reSCission of decision I-cached through a Referendum. 

Changes or rescission of the decision reacheel througl1 a Referendum. can be 

0111.1' throllgl1 a Referendum. 

VI. R[SPONSIBILI TY [Llfll"ILlTy) FOf\ VIOLi\TIOt~S OF THE LEGISLATION O:~ THE 
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Referendum IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTA~~ 

,Arlicle 3'L LiatJil ily fOI' violation of tile legislation on tile Refel'endum In tile 

Republic of Tajikistan, 

Persons. intel'ferlng eitller through force. d2Ceit. threaL bribes or otiler 

IlICJrlS witll the free exercise by: the citizens of the-ir rights to participate in , , 
\ 

<} Referenclum in tile Republic of\Tajikistan. ai!lcJi al~o officlals of governmental 
\ 

or contnunal, organs. enterprise. institutions, organizations, members of 

.irlili'ilJting, groups and COITlnissions on the Referendum. persons collecting 

oi. iJg.nalUlires. who fa 1 s ify documents. s i gnaturres. delillel'a te 1 y i naccur ate 1 y cOUlll 
, 

oli votes .. violattng tile se~recy of the Vlote.<iwe punished by a deprivation of 

1 t.iherty far ill period of five years. or correctional labor [works. i ,e, publ ic 

SCil"W~(e'): for a per'iod of two years. or a fine of five thousand rubles, 

c­. , 

" 
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