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" .. 

::ete: t.his version replaces bo.th elec:::o::-al lis::: a:ld election 
bulletin with I'ballot" 

:.,"'" of the Republic of Taj ikistan on Elect'ions to the Presider.cy of 

tIle Republic of Tajikistan 

I. GEN~~L PROVISIONS 

i'l.rt !c!e 1. Election of the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan 

, The preside,:,t of the Republic of Tajiki;;;tan is elected by the 

citi::ens of 'the Republic of Tajikistan through the 'exe::-cise of 

::ni.versal, equal, and direct electoral rights. by sec!"et ballo:::. 

J\I1)' citi::en or the Republic of Tajikistan, bet-.'een 35 and 63_, 
----'-~ 

years of age, with' a cOlTt'nand of the state language, ',;hn,' has lived 

--------~ 
in Taj ikistan for at l'east 10 years and has .the right to vote, may 

.. .-:---
be elected president. 

The president is elected to a 5 year term, 

The same citi::en may not be elected president of the Republic 

o! Taj ikistan for more than t·,;o consecu:i ve terms. 

~ep. of Tajikistan 
·'.il',' on Electior. of the President 

F Clifton Whill' IIcso::rce Center ~ 
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violation of the requirements of this-Article rende~s [ca~~ies 

~i~h it th~ recognition that] the presidential election is null and 

void. 

Article 7., Ci~izens' voting rights, 

Citi:cns of the Republic of Tajikistan who hav~ reached the 

age of, 18 may participate in voting for' the' president- of the 
\ 
\ 

Republic of Tajikistan, \ 

\ 
The 

\ 
follo~ing.persons may 

\ 

". 

not participate in voting for the 

president of the R~public of Tajikistan: persons who have been 

found mentally incompetent by _ a court. and those' ·",~ho have been 

deprived of .thei;:- liberty by a court conviction. as well as those 

persons against whom a ,lawfully issued order of detention under 

guard is in effect,' 

Any curtailment of the electoral rights 0: the citizens of th'" 

Republic of Tajikistan is forbidden. except to the extent provided 

1 Two unclear 'points in this paragraph. 

A, It 
convictions 

is unclear whether "loss of liberty" refers to court 
that post-date the Cor~unis~ regime or refers to all 

COtlvictio~. Furt~er, it is unclear ~het~er th~s paragraph refers 
to individuals ~urtently interned or who had been in jail, 

B, It is unclear what i~ meant by an "order of detention". 
i.e. is it executive or administ,rat.i~ ... re detention, or is it intended 
to signify a criminal con\'iction, 
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for in this. law. 

Article 3. Principles for elections for 

President of tpe Republic of Tajikistan 

Citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan participate in 

'preelection campaigning' and in the voting i:"! the election for the 

president of the Republic of Tajikistan on a voluntary and equal 

basis. 

Voting in 'elections for the president of the Republic of 

Tajil:istan is by secret ballot and is done by the citizens 

directly'. Every citizen has one vote. 

·Control over the citizens' expression of electoral preference 

[choice) is not allowed. 

il,rticle 4, Publicity regar~ing preparation for and the conduct 

of the election for the President of the Republic 
~/ 

of Tajikistan. 
, ~ . 

I 
Governmental and1community 

.•.. ~:~~'!~'~'-' -" . 

bodies' inVOl-V~·'·:rganiZing ~nd 
.;,.,~ 

running tl'ie presidential election, tonduct ,their activity openly 

and publicly. 

translated 
In this translation, 'the Russian, "agitation" 

as "campaigning" in re politi~al activity. 
is 

In this translation, Russia:"!: "organs" is translated as 
"bodies" in re gov'tal and community g:r-oupings. 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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The Republic of Tajikisca~ guara~tees the right of political 

.J 
0\' ,parties, v labor unions, ocher com.-nunity associations and mass 

. ). j " [popular] movements, 

... !\./\;';:--. . 
labor collectives, and citizens the 

".,,,::~, :' :. ;:.epublic of Tajikiscan to campaign lifer" or "against" any candidate 
. (:"., :p.: .. '~' 

') . .:: 
,<,,- ',,' :or the post of president of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

All the decisions reached by the responsible bodies dealing 

\ 
~ith the preparacion for and the conduct of the election for th~ 

president are subject to publication and radio .and television 

broadcast within seven days of their adoption. 

-The electoral commissions must, in a cimely manner, inform the 

population of the commissions' membership, location, and operating 

. . 
hours of polling places and'of the voter lists. 

At t.he meetings of the electoral com:nissions, and at the time 
'. 

'of t.he vot~', and when counting votes from a polling place, and 

\:~''t'- . 
.)' ~y also when determining the election resul ts, 'O:1e representative from 

.,;;;" y . 
l' r.jthe follo",ing has ,a right t.o be·present.: 

',', y \~'\ 
the political parties, 

~':-~';:0 '\ 
,J. j J./ representative governmental bodies, the Assembly of Representatives 

.{)! ,,/ 
-\\ t!, 
~ " ~'\~ \ • • Unclear, I,hether text should be' read to mean 

observers are to be permitted .at 

A. commission meetings at the time:of the vote OR 
B. commission r:1eet:i:1gs .~:r-..ro~ dur-inS1 vot.ing ~ 

j 
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of Deputies of the Soviets of Peoples' Deputies from the rayons and 

to' .. ms subject to the Republic ..... ho have nominated candidates for the 

post of the presidenc, representatives of bodies of mass 

information, and, if necessary, observers from other nations or 

lntenlational organizations. .Representatives must have credentials 

[rOlf, the orsanization that sent them, indicating their authority; 

the for-fllat of these credentials. is determined by the Central 
• 

Electoral Commission on .Election of the President. 

The political parties, representative governmental.bodies, the 

hssembly of Representati'.res of Deputies of the Soviets of Peoples' 

Deputies from the rayons and to>'71S subject to the R,epublic 'dho ha'Je 

nominated candidates for the presidency, must inform the Circuit 

El ectoral Commissions of their representati yes '!lQ..: ... 1--~t_E:.r.::.:.~hClp.,,;~ 

Direct or indirect 
; 
I 

and robservers 

commissions is prohibited, 

.----; 
---~ 

interference by the-",~rndicated 

. . .-------" -~' 
in . th~,.7iY~ty of the lectoral 

" 
Article 5, Material Provisions for the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

E:l(penditures coimected w.ith the preparation for and conduct of 

presidential elections are paid for from the government's 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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v 

'h-..:i 
.f resources. :--, ........ 

V ~ 
VoluntaD' donations for this purpose from enterprises. 

.) ~\i institutions, ol·gani=at':ons, cormTlunit.y g!:"OL!.pS, and indi·.:idual 
,l. c '" . 
~ , " . 
~ --::'\;;<.r citi::ens of the Republic 0: Taj ikistan a:--e accepted by the Central 

r\!' 'J , 

'- ".; y ., h 1 ' .c h P . d ,~\ ,:' \i' Electoral Commlsslo:l on teE ectlon o~ t e reSl ent of the 
1',',)\ ,I 

: .. j;' .;-':.' 
'. , 

r\~,::' 
Republ ic: of Taj ikistan and are equally distributed betl':een the 

'<" various canuidates for the post of,president. 

State organs. enterp:--ises. institutions and organizations will 

make available to the electoral commissions the facilities and 

equipr:lent necessarl to c::onduct elections free. of charge. S The 

facilities and equipment of non-gove:::-nmental 'enterprises and 

organi::ations are used for the work of the,electoral commissions . 

. ~ on a rental basis to be paid for from the republican budget . 

•. J' J..,. 
....... ' ".''1'

.' ....... ", .. .. ~ '] 
Any direct or indirect participation of foreign organizations \ 

\ 
.( c" or .persons in financing or providing any other material support _o,f- \ 

.,('\ ' ' 

<)~'}-.J the elector'al campaigns of candidates for the D-;-;S~de~~';' is ) 
-/,-:Y , ~. 1 .! .. ,,";\' !.",\r ' 

,J prohibi ted. --- t/"~if :, '.l,IO ):"" 
~ ~~ ~01 

I I. ORGAN I Z';'TION ';'ND MANNER 0"" CONDuC~ING ELECTIONS OF THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ,TAJIKISTAN 

Article 6. Declaratio:1 of· the Presidential Election in the 

• There i no indication as to ·"ho decides what is 
nnecessary" _ 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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Republic of Tajikistan. 

The elections of the president of the Republic of Tajikistan 

is declared by the Supreme Sq'Jiet: of t:he Republic of Tajikistan no 

./ 

pres,ident of t.he Republic of Taj ikist.an. 

In the event of a premature. termination of the term of the 

president of the Republic of Taj i'kistan, the ele'ction for the 

position of president of the Republic of Taj ikistan ",,!..i1.l,,:'Qg ,. 

conducted· wi thin.,..),-months" [from termination) -- - ~.------ .. ~ ... - .. -.--- .......... -'-~-- - --

Announcemen~s regarding presidential elections will be 

published in the press. 

Article 7. Organization of Election of the President of the 

Republic of Taj ikistan;.J- , 

The organization of the election of the president of the 

Republ ic of Taj iki stan is the respons'ibili ty of the electoral 

commissions .. The elect.oral commissions operate collegially. 

Preparation 'for and conduct of elections .by electoral commissions 

~,,~s conducted openly and publicly,. 
\~ 

~~ Article 8. Organization of Electoral Circuits. 

\ L", • -' "\ ~'.",,\J r..J\. The electoral ..c'i~:~uits 'for the election of the president of 
J v: 
~ ~ . 

I -::-? .5' \J the Republic of Taj ikist'an are formed by t.he Cent.ral Electoral 
\,'~ ,,'" 

.~ v 
":.j 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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/ 

Commission for the Election of the President of the Republic oE 

Taj ikistan. 

The lists of electoral circuits indicating their borders and 

the number of voters in them are published by the Central Electoral 

Organi~ation of Polling Place. 

I .~ 
-t .,' If ;t,...$ ,-Y 
II"} V 

yf' 

the election by the decisions of the executi'le committees' of the 

Soviets c·f People's Deputies of rayons, tQ'"ms,' and rayons in tOI·ms, 

and include '20' t':> 3000 voters per polling place by agreement with 

neighboring electoral commissions. 

Polling places are formed with regard for the, borders of 

rayons. towns, and rayons in towns, with the overall goal of 

facililtating the maximum convenience for voters. Polling places 
~-. .~ 

are also formed in military areas and are part of t.h~~.8.lectoral 
. .,;, ~;;.'-.-----< i 

circuit correspondin~ to' their location. The~borders of polling 
;,.----------

places must not cross the borders of electoral circuits. 
" 

Polling places can be formed in sanatoriums, rest homes, 

hospitals and other stationary medical institutions, and in areas 

, . 

where citizens living in far ~way and inaccessible rayons can be 

found. These polling places are part. of the .electoral circuit 

Republic of Tajikistan 
Law on Election of the PresidentS 
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corresponding to thei~ location. 

Appropriate executive corr'Jnittees 0: the Soviets of People's 

Deputies inform the voters of the borders of each polling place, 

and of the location of tIle Polling Place Electoral Com!nission, and· 

of the location of the votiFS places. 

The polling places for citizen~ of the Republic of Tajikistan 

who are located beyond the borders 'of . the Republic of Taj ikistan 

are the representative offices· of .the Republic of Tajikistan in 

\"", that count.ry; if representative offices are not present 1n that 
:~J V . , ;r 

" ~ \j: territ;;ory, polling places will be formed by the' Central Electoral 

"1 
Ccxnmission on the election of the President upon application by the 

c 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the R~public of Tajikistan. 

The issue of assigninS
r 

polling places located beyond the 

borders of the Republic of Tajikistan 1:0 electoral circu·its·. is 

decided by the Central Electoral Commission on the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

III. ELECTORAL C01-ii-HSSIONS ON THE ELECTION OF TEE PRESIDENT 

Article 10, The System of Electoral Co~missions 

In order to or9a~i~e and conduct the eiection of the president 

of the Republic of Tajikistan [the follo--.-ing· c'ommissions] are 

Republic of Tajikistan 
Law on Election of the President9 
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formed: 

The Central Electoral Co:r.missio!! on the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan; 

Circuit Electoral Commissions on the Election of the President . 

of the Republic of Tajikistan; and . , 

; 

polling Place Electoral Com~issions on the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan. , 

Article 11. The r·lethod of Forming the Central' Electoral 
~ '" 

Commission on the Election of the President of the 

Re;public o·f Tajikistan. 

The Central Electorai Commission on the Election of the 
.c 

President of the Repub:lic of Taj ikistan is :f.o_z:tIl~9-_~_~fl.i!.l._,;J_..Q."!y.s 

after the-declaration~of_elections for :he office of the oresident 
_ ..... M .... ___ ~,......~· - • • _. • -' .. 

of the Republic of Tajikist~n. and consists of a chairman and 8 

members. 

The Chairman and members of The Central Electoral Com~ission 

.c'-". on the Election of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan are n. \:,i, 

' .. .;i" ?,XhOSen by the Supreme Soviet of the Republic. of Taj ikistan on the 
;., .... _v,;I It.., . . :~> f/~;~ recommendation of the Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the 

'2,} .. ~ ~. 

rJ .1 i 
i:,'."f ! C- . 
\ 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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Republic of Tajikistan.' 

The Deputy Chairman and the Secretary 0: the .Commission are. 

e.lected from the membership of the COlTh"1'.ission at the first meeting 

of the Commission. The Central Electoral Commission publishes' 

informat ion regarding its rr.embership, addresses,. and telephone 

-numbers in the official printed media of the Republic of 

Tajikistan. \ 
The expenses of maintaining the Central Electoral Commission 

on the. Election of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan are 

paid 'from the republican budget. 

Article 12. Powers of the Central Electoral Commission on the 

Election of the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan. 

The Central Electoral Commission on the Election of the 

President'of the Republic of Tajikistan: 

1) exercises control, within the entir.e 

I 

.' . 

. ' .~ 

terr~tory of the 

Republic, over the apPlication of this law, and ensures that it is 

... - - .---

': . Not entirely clear, whether 

A. Chairman of the Soviet recommends that the Commission be 
elected OR 

I 

B. Chairman puts up the nominations for member of the 
Commission which are ratified by the Sovie.t 

Republic of Tajikistan 
Law on Election of the PresidenUl 
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'I 
, . 

'~.' .. 

applied uniformly. and. within the limits of·its pO'Hers. issues 

instructions and clarification on issues relating to the 

organization of the elections; 

2) forms electoral circuits. assigns them names and numbers; 

n forms the Circuit Electoral Com:nissions and publishes 

',announcements regarding their location; • 

\ 
4)' supervises the work of the 'electoral commissions. 

'---

determiL1es t.he procedure for making changes in, the staff of the 

electoral! COI'l!l!nissions; repeals the' decisions of the Circuit 

IHecto,ral! Commrssions on the election oC the president of the 

Repu:blic ,of Tajikistan'in cases where these decisions contradict 

this law; 

5) decides the questions of assigning polling places formed 

beyond the borders of the Republic of Taj ikistan to electoral 

circuits; 

6) ensures uniform conditions for participation in the 

election campaign for the candidates for the office of the 

president of the Republic of Tajikistan;' 

, Unclear. whether this refers LO.a uniform .application of 
this law or if it is intended to ~ndicate that the Central 
Commission intends to ensure that no c~m'didate -has an advantage in 

: , , 
Republic of Tajikistan i 
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I 

I 

7) determines the :::anner of participation in the electoral 

campalgn of the sources of mass information and their utilization 

; in accordance with this law;' 

8) distributes funds to electoral commissions, controls the 

pt'ovision of electoral commissions ...... ith housing, transport. and 

means of communication, and examines ot.her issues ·regarding 

material"-technical· support for the elections; 

9) establishes the format for the· following: electoral 

bulletins for the elections of the president of the Republic of 

Taj ikistan, . voter lists. ballots', record of the meetings of the . . 
el ectora.l comm:i!ssions, other electoral docu:nent.s, exemplars of 

'ballot boxes and seals of electoral commissions. and method for 

s·afekeeping·. of electoral documents; 

10) hears communications from the heads of ministries!-. 

. government committees. and 
I 

[vedomstvalof the Republic of 

other governmental .. r:::e'partments 

Tajik,i.~n-;~··~cal bodies of 

governmental power, and from other government bodies and organs of 

cOillmunity associations on issues linked to the preparatioz:l for and 

re $ or equipment, 

• Censorship? 

• Russ: "Electoral ~ists"'translatedas Ballots 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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r 
o 

.... 0:..,. 

conduct of elections; 

11) registers candidates for the office of the president of 

'the Republic of Tajikistan, calculates the election results for the 

entire republic, and publishes in the press announcements of the 

election results; 

~2) examines and makes decisions on statements and appeals 

, 
regarding the decisions and actions of 'the electoral commissions; 

\ 
13) forwards to the \ prosecutorial', bodies [organs of the 

-', 

procuracy] materials regarding those violations of the la·.~ "On 

Elections to the 'Presidency of the ~epublic of Tajikistan" that 

carry criminal ,penalties; co 

14) ensures the ·transmittal of documents relating to the 

preparation f'or and the conduct of the elections to the archives; 

1,5) organL:es a secondary round of voting, organizes a seco!".d 

election •. and 
-. 

16) exercises other powers in accordance ·with ,this 
OJ' 

law and 

-other lawmaking acts of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

!·leetings of the Central' Electoral ComlTlission can exercise 

power if a quorum of no fewer than two thirds of the actual 

membership of the Commission' as of the day of the meeting is 

r,. 

Republic of Tajikistan ~ 
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, . 

present." 

Article 13.' Formation of the Circuit Electoral Com~issions on 

the Election of the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan. 

The Circuit Electoral Commissions on the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan are formed by the Central 
. - . 

Electoral Commiss ion 'l.~..!~Jier .. - thah:':45 ::-days:::prior :t'62tthe:;elect'i6ns 

and consist 'of 'a Chairman. Deputy Chairman, Secretary. and no fewer 

, . 

than 4 other members of _the Commission. 

Art icle 14. ".' Powers of. the ~~~cuit Electoral Commissions on the 

!?lection, of the· President·, .of the Republic o[ 

:c~·2.Taj ikistan .. .. -' .. ~-
" . 

A Circuit Electoral Commission on "the election of 

President of the'Republi~of'Tajikistan: 
'-":" .. - . 

1) exercises control 
t ~ - • 

ensures that.it.is applied 

.----
over the' applic~t'i'on of_:~h-.rs'·l~w, 

. , ... ' .. ~ -~-
unif orml y ; .--------:._ . 

-.', - . . .. ' . 

the 

/~ 

and 

2) supervises the :.work .. ()t; ·:the·. Polling Place Electoral 

Commissions'; .. .. _ .. 
-.: .. - . '--'-.-

.-

lu Reduction in me~ership could dramatically reduce actual 
quorum requirement .. 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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• , 

r~ 

1 
","I', 

" 

' .. 

~ 

• 

) distributes resources bet'.:een ~he Polling Place Electoral 

Commissions, controls the provision of offices, transportation, and 

means of communication to ~he Poiling Place Electoral Commissions, 

and examines other issues regarding w~~erial-technical support for 

the elections in their electoral circuit; 

4)' ensures uniform conditions for participation in the 

election campaign for the candidates for the office of the 

president of the Republic of Tajikistan; 

5) hears communications from represen::at i ves of local 

governmental an,d admif!istrati ve bodies, heads of community 

associations, enterprises, institutions,' and organizations on 

issues linked to tl;e preparation for and the conduct of the 
-, 

elections; 

6) ,monitors the preparation of voter lists and presents them' 

for public information; 
I 

'I 
7) calculates ihe election 

them to the Central Electoral Commission on the Election of the 

p'resident of the Republic of Taj ikistan; 

8) 'examines and makes decisions on the statements and appeals 

regarding the decisions and actions of the Polling Place Electoral 

Commissions; and 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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9) exe'rcises other powers in com?lia:1.ce ·..::'th this 1 a'.' and 

other la~making acts of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Article 15. Organi::ation of the Polling Place Electoral 

Commissions on the election of the .President of the 

Republic of Tajikistan. 

--
'. The polling Place Electoral Commissions on the Election of the , 

\ 
President of the Republic of Taj:lJ:iristan are formed by the Circuit 

\ , 

Electoral Commissions. polling Place Electoral Commissions are 

formed :po ~later. __ than.:-35.·_·.days .. -pr.ior.· .. to.-: election, ~'~th 5 to 19 
. ~_ .. ~".,,;..~..;,...-.. ;; . ...:.-.. __ ..... ,..:a._-> ._ •• _", __ • •. :-~;,.,--,,"""""'..... .._ • __ ... ~._~ __ ~ 

members, including a Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Secretary. If , 

the commission is forme.d with a staff of up to 7 members, then a 

Chairman and Secretary are elected:" 

When necessary, the si::e of the staff of the Polling Place 

Electoral COl:nmissions can. be increased or decreased. 

Article 16. The powers of the Polling Place Electoral 
.~ 

Commissions on·th~ Election of' the President of the 

Republic of Taj ikis.tan .. 

A Polling Place Electoral Com.'11ission on the election of the 

11 unclear '~·hether. elect.· if 
members? [check] 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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i 
I· 
I 

;"~';":~.l.k~a...~.~ ..... _ !S ~ 

5i 6¥1 .. +hC-&f'd-:· a':'d • .:ry.'ti'r"~';~ -;;~. &db ..... ·«? t·'.4oj=;~:4:-r:.~ .,,';;:, 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan: 

1) compiles district voter lists; 

2) familiarizes voters with the voter list, receives and 

evaluates statements regarding errors and omissions [imprecisions]· 

in the :Hst and decides '",hether to make appropriate changes to the 

voter-list; 
\ 
\ 

3)' accepts absentee ballo.ts"· from voters who. do not have the 

ability 
. \ 

to· be present l.n person at their place of residence and to 

par.ticipaxe, in the election; 

, 
4~ informs the people of the date of the election and the 

vO.ting site;. 

5'~ ensures the preparation of facilities for voting, and of 

ballot il1<oxes, and of other electoral equipment; 

·6J org:anizes the voting in the polling· place on elec:tion day; 

7) 'conducts the count of the votes cast in the p61ling place; 

8) 
I 

examines statements i and compl?ints regarding ·the 

preparation for and the conduct of the elections,. and makes 

appropriate decisions; and 

" russ: voter· "(electoral] 
as absentee ballots~ 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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. 
9) exercises other po· .... ers, in accordance · .... ith this la',' and 

other lawmaking acts of the Republic of 7ajikistan. 

,;rticle 17. Membership in the Electoral Commissions. 

A member of a Commission can be relieved of his duties by 

personal request or if he is relieved of his duties. 

T.'le right to relieve, a member of a Commission of his' duties 

\ 

belongs to the body that formed that Co~ission; a member can be 

\ 
relieved of his duties upon\violation of the requirements of this 

\ .. 
law or if he systematica.lly ignores his duties." 

. When necessary. a new member of, an . Electoral Commission is 

appointed in the manner established ~y this law. 

Candidates for the post of the presipent of the Republic of 

Tajikistan may not be members. of an Electoral Commission. 

A person can be a member of only one Electoral Commission. 
(' 

Article 18. The ,Structure of '.thE' l-lork and the Term of the 

Electoral Co~missions. ,'-p. , 

Meetings of :the Electoral Commission can exercise authority 

only if they are participated in by no fewer t.han t\~O thirds of the 

actual members of that Electoral Commission as of the day of the 

meeting. The decisions of a Commission are reached by open voice 
\', 

II Extremely vague. 
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balloting of. the majority of t;he Commission me:r.bers present at; the 

meeting. Members of a Commission who dissent from its decision 

ha~e the right to express their opinion. which will be attached to 

the record in written form. In the event of.a tie. the Chairman 

casts the deciding vote." 

A decision of an Electoral COmr:1ission that was properly 

r:eached within the limits of that Co:r.rnission's authority must be 

carried out by the .1Q',.,er Electoral Commissions and also by all 

. governmental bodies. 'com:nuhity associations. labor collectives. and 

military departments. and by the managers of enterprises. 

institutions and oroanizations. - . . 

Government bodies and the organs of community associations. 

enterprises. institutions. organizations. and responsible officials 
( 

must aid the Ele'ctoral Commissions in fulfilling their mandate. and 

provide information necessary for the Commissions' work. 
c 

Governmental bodies. enterprises. institutions .. and 

organizations (free of charge) provide the Electoral Commissions 

with the materials and facilities necessary to prepare for and 

conduct the elections. 

" Not entirely .. cert,ain .. but it appears t·hat the Chairman 
also participates in the regular vote. 
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An Electoral Cormnission has the r'ignt to apply to the 

governmental bodies and the organs of cormnunity association, to 

institutions. and to the responsible officials on issues connected 

to the preparation for and the conduct of the elections. who must 

consider the issues presented.. and~"provide::.~an·:~.anKwer to:7.the 

\ 

A member of an Electoral Commission. by a decision of the 

Commissipn, can be 
\ 

excused from performing his vocational or 

service duties during t~e. preparation for and the conduct of the 

elections while c:ontinuing to receiv.e his average salary from the 

funds set: aside, for the conduct of elections. 

The po,oers of the· Central Electoral Commission. the Circuit· 

and the polting Place Electoral Commissions. ce.a.1?IO!::Ka.fter2~l;!1'i'!'::~; 

office. 
<C. 

Article 19. Review of Complaints Concerning Deci~ions 
··r 

of the 

Electoral Commissions. 

Decisions of electoral commissions can be appealed to a higher 

decision has been reached. Thedec{sions of the Central Electoral 

c. 
Commission on the election of· the oresident of the Republic ·of 

a. f 
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Tajikistan can be appealed to the Supre:r.e Coure of the Republic of 

before the election. 

\ , 
IV. VOTER LISTS 

\ 
Article 20. Voter lists iand t.he r·lethod for their Compilation. 

---
Voter lists are c;ompiled by the Polling Place Electoral 

Commission for each polling place.and.are signed by the Chairman 

and the Secretary of the polling Place Electoral Commission. 

Voter li'sts by place of residence are prepared based on the 

information about voters that is presented by the local executive 

organs. 

.Voter 1 ists (foil those' in active military service, or 

located in military districts, and also merrbers of t~ir families 

and other votersilocated in military areas, are compiled based on 

affidavits presented by commanders of military districts. Those in 

active military service who live outside the military districts are 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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included in the voter lists for their place of residence" on a 

general ba:;;is. 

Voter lists for polling places· organized in sanatoriums, 

preventive clinics, rest homes, hospitals and other stationary 

medical-prophylactic institutions, as ~ell as in the rep:esentative 

offices of the Republic of Tajikistan • & • 
~n .. orelgn countries, are 

prepared based on information presented by the managers of the 

(above) named institutions. 

Voter lists will be. prepared in a format that is convenient 

for organizing the election. 

Article 21. Citizens'" Inclusion in Voter Lists. 
!) 

Citizens of the Republic of Tajik~stan ~ho have the right to 
... 

vote are included in voter lists. 

. '"' Voter lists by place of residence ~nclude citizens ,lho either 

permanently or temporarily reside there at the time of preparation 

of the voter lists. 

Voter lists for ·polling places organized in sanatoriums, 

preventive clinics, rest homes, hospitals, and other stationary 

"Not clear whether bY··peacetime place of residence or 
actual residence. I think actual reside~ce. 
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medical-prophylactic institutions, i:-1clude all the citizens' ·.·;ho 0:1 

the day of the elections will be located in the above named rayon~ 

sna institutions. 

A citizen of the Republic of Tajikistan may be included in 

only one voter list. 

Citizens who arrive at a polling place after the promulgation 
'- i 

of the voter lists. are included in the supplemental list. 
\ 

Article 22. 
\ , 

Informing the Public of the Vot2r Lists. 
\ 

The voter lists prepared for a polling place on the basis of 

the citizens \ place of residence are ,p'r.Q!J1ul.gat'e'd:',1.5 'd'a:ys"prTc;~tol 

the el eet ions. a!1.d_s:,:?.::::;days:;~prior::.. to:.:che'::"vote'A'in other, :poll ing 
" , 

places. 

Citizens' will be gi'Jen the opportunity. in the offices of the 

corresponding Polling Place Electoral Commission. to familiarize 

c 
them~elves with the voter lists and also to check the accuracy of 

-<C. 

the voter information contained therein, 

Every citi::'en has the right to appeal his noninclusion. 

inaccurate inclusion in or exclusion from a voter list. and also 

the inclusion of imprecise personal data on a voter list, 

Petitions for 'a correction of a voter list are reviewed by, the 

Polling Place 

RepUblic of Tajikistan 
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the petition is made on the day before the election. If the .appeal 

is denied, the appropriate Polling Place Electoral COtm1ission "':ill, 

't-:ithout delay, provide a copy of .its reasoned decision for the 

refusal of the appeal. The decision may be appealed to a higher 

Electoral Commission or to a rayon (district) court. which must 

• • • '. -: ... ?"'" .'~' "". -"-0- - ...... ... _. '. 
reV1e .. tb.1~§ppeal-·""1thl.n·3 days or irr""edia~el.y if the appeal is 

- ' . '. 

made on the day before the 'election, and then make a final decision 
\ 
\ 

without delay. After an'" appeal is approved, the appropriate 

Polling Place Electoral Commission immediately makes a correction 

to the voter list: 
, . 

Article 23, Certification of the Right to Vote. 

When a 'voter changes his place of residence after the 

, 
promulgation of voter lists for public review and prior to election 

day, the Polling Place Electoral Commission, at the voter'S request 

and upon. the presentation of documents proving his :i,dentity, 

[shall] issue to the voter a certification of his riaht to vote. 

An appropriate comment is entered on the voter li.st. 

Upon the presentation of the certification of the right to 

vote on election day, the Polling Place Electoral COIT'."ission 

includes the voter on the supplemental voter list for the polling 
c 

place where the voter is located. 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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v. NOr~INATION.:.lID REGISTRATION OF C.:-'NDIDATES 

FOR THE POST OF PR~SIDENT OF THE RE?UBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN 

Article 24. Nominati~):1 of Candidates for the P,ost' of President 

of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

Candidal;es for the post of preside!1t of the, Republ ic of 

'Tajikistan ere, nominatec "::>y republican poli~icalparties, '.~hich are 

register<2d in the manner established by' la'.< during their con'/ent ion 

or conference in accord~!1ce with their rules and with the laws of 

the Republic of Tajikista!1. [The following organizations can also 

nominate candiLates for president:)" the Soviet of People's 

Deputies of t~e Gorno-Badahshanski Autonomous Oblast, Oblast 

Soviets of people's De;mties, Dushanbe Town Soviet of People's 

Deputies, and' also the C::mvention of Representatives of Deputies of 

the Soviets of People's Deputies of rayons and to',ms subject to the 

.--------
Republ ic. The manner of representation and' ;h~,,~"'l!'stnod of 

organizing and condLct:.ng the Convention .Of~·;~sentatives of 
; , ------~~ .. ~ 

"Deputies of, the Soviets of people's Deputies of rayons and towns 
{', 

subject to the Republic is determined by the Central Electoral 

Commission on the Election of the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan. 

" Unclear punctuation'makes meaning not entirely clear. 
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Article 25. Registration_ of Candidates for the PoSition 0: 

President' of the Republ ic of Taj ikistan and the 

Persons Authori::ed to Act on the -Candidates' 

Behalf. 

Registration of candid~tes nominated for the post of president 

of the Re,public of Taj ikistan and the persons' authorized to act on 
- -

the candidates' behalf is done bY,the'Central Electoral Commission 

on ~he Election of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 

within- three~days •. from the',s'ubmission-- 'Of -,the necessary documents. 
~ -· ... ·~_.z ._i._ _. '"-"':~~;;:': __ :~'-:::'.'::..>#>-:-"".'-

The decis~on on regi~tering the candidates for the POSt of 

president of the Republic of Tajikistan are made upon the 

submission of the following documents~ 
.. 

Records of the highest ~itting body (Convention, Conference) 

of the political party, the _ session of, the Soviet of People's 

Deputies of. Gorno-Badahshanski autonomous oblast, the oblast 

Soviets of' People's Deputies, the tOKn of Dushanbe Soviet of 

People's Deputies, the convention of representative deputies of the 

Soviets of People's Deputies of rayons and towns subj ect to tne 

Republic; 

candidate? 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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· The collection of citizens' signat.ures in support of the 

nomination is conducted in the manner and during the time period 

established by the Cen~ral Electoral Commission on the Election of 

President of the Republic of Tajikista~. 

A nomination of a candidate for the position of p~esident of 

the Republic of 'Tajikistan that violates this law is void. 

The nomination of candidates for the position of president is 

the elections. 

The" overal~ number of candidates for the presidency is 

unlimited. 

The decision to nominate a candidate for the post of president 

of the Republic of Tajikistan.is forwar-:ied to the Central Electoral 

must be informed of' the nominating decisfon "ilillJ..z:L2 . .:.aiiys::iit"t'er":",i..f: 

is reached .. , . 

The political parties, representative bodies of government. 

the Convention of Representatives of the Deputies of the Soviets of 

People's Deputies of .rayons and towns subject to the Republic who 

have nominated a candidate for the presidency can at any time prior 

to elections cancel their nominating decision. Such a dec i s iOr! 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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be made in the manner anticipated for the nominat.io:1 of 

candidates. 

The candidates for the position of the president of the 

at any time IHthdraw their candidac~·, by 
.~ 

giving notice to the Cer.t:cal Electoral Commission. 

The follo·ding persons may not be nominated for the positio;1 of 

the president of the Republic of Tajikistan: citizens who have a 

cl-iminal record" that. has been neither extinguished nor removed in 

. the manner established by law, and citizens who are by profession 

servants.of reJLigious: organizations _ or' associations. 

In the event:. that no candidate is nominated for the posit'ion 

of the president of the Republ.ic of Tajikistan or all the nominated 

candidates 

of 

their candida·cies, . -:, 

the Republic of 
c. 

Tajikistan 

Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Tajikis:.an. 

candidates for the 

are nominated by the 

Candidates are thus 

nominated, they receive by _secret ballot, the support of no 

fewer than one third of all the People's Deputies of the Republic 

of Tajikistan." 

". Unclear. if "criminal· record" includes politically· 
motivated conviction~ from the Soviet era. 

11 

1/3 and 
Unclear, 
1/3 and 

if that puts' a cap of 3 possible' candidates, i.e. 
1/3 or can one deputy support more than one 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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Every political party, the Soviet of ?eople's Deputies of 

Gorno-Badahshanski autonomous oblast, the oblast Soviets bf 

People's Deputies, the Dushanbe To~n Soviet of People's Deputies, 

and the Convention of.Representatives of Deputies ,of the Soviets' of 

People's Deputies of rayons and towns subject to the Republic may 

each nominate only one candidate for the Presidency. 

The: decision to nc:::inate a candidate for the office of 

president of the Republic of Tajikistan is reached by a majority of 

--.. 

the votes of the overall number of delegates to the convention or 

conference; a m.ljority, of the votes of the overall number of the 

People'S Deputies of the Soviet of People's.Deputies of the Gorno-

Badahshanski 'autonomous oblast, the oblast Soviets of People's 

Deputies, the' Dushanbe Town Soviet of People's Deputies, and also 

the majority of the votes of the overall number of the 

Representatives of Deputies at the Conventio~' of the ,. ': ... -
.. ~ 

~---the Soviets~of PeoDle's Deputies 
... ~, . 

Representatives of t~e Deputies of 

'of the rayons and towns subject to the Republic, A record is kept 
( 

of the nomination of a candidate. 

A nominated candidate for the POSt of president must be 

supported by 5% of the citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan who 

are eligible to vote. 

Republic,of Tajikistan 
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The nominating petitions containing citizens' signatures 10 

support of a candidate's candidacy for the presidency, certified by 

the executive 'committees of rayon and town Soviets of People's 

Deputies in the manner provided by this law; 

Biographical data regarding the candidate for the presidency; 

and -, 

A declaration by the candidate for the presidency that he 

agrees to stand for election for the post of president of the 

Republic of Tajikistan; 

'A candidate for the post of president of the Republic of 

Tajikistan or persons authorized to act on,his behalf may not be 

members of any'of the Electoral Commissions on the Election'of the 

President. In the' event that a member of one of the' Electoral 

COl)lIllissions is nominated for the post of president of the Republic_. 

-' -.---,.---

of Taj ikistan or as a person authori zed to act on thp .b(,'ila~ f of a 
.. ~'< 

candidate. he,is consldered released from his~uties as a member of 
;, .. ...--

, 
an electoral comlTlission as of the moment of !.his registration as a 

candidate or as a person authorized to act on the behalf of a 

presidential candidate. 

The Central Electoral Commission on ·the Election of the 

President of the Republic 'of Taj ikistan '::::,jj:hin2t~9':::.Q~y:;>.,-::?-,ttJ~.~ 
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registration issues appropriate certification to the candidates fer 

the office o[ the president of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

The refusal -:>f the Central Electoral Commission to register a 

candidate for the post of president of the Republic .of Tajikistan 

can be 'appealed by the political party or the representativ'e 

governmental bodies ".ho have nominated this candidate. to the 

Supreme Court of the Republic of Taj ikistan, which reviews the 

epp'eal,:";ithi"h-:-·a:w~e~,:,;-::,'.rhe decisions of the Supreme Court of the 

Republic of Taj.ikistan are final. 

candidate ['or the post of president of the Republic of Taj ikista:: 

'",ill the print media. an 
., 

announcement about the 

regist.ra<tiorn.indicating the candidate's full name, year and place 

of birlr:lit, educa'tion, position held and place of ''''ork, party 
r. 

membership, place of residence, family status, and the name of the 
e 

organi~ation that nominated the candidate. 

Article 26. Electoral Bulletin 

The form and text of the electoral bulletin on the election of 

the president of the Republic of Taj ikistan is decided by the 

Central ·Electoral Commission on the Election of the President of 

the Republic of Tajikistan. The bulletin .includes: an 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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a1phabetical listing of the candidates fbr the presidency of the 

Republic of Tajikistan, their full name, year of birth, position 

held, and place of work. 

Electoral bulletins are printed in the state language, the 

languages of international communication, or in the language used 

by the residents of the area [okrug]. as decided by the Central 

Electoral Commission on t.he Election of t.he President of the 

Republic of Tajikist.an and under the Central Elect.oral Commission's 

control. 

Electoral oulletins are provided t.o t.he Polling Place 

The buildings where the electoral bulletins are located are 

sealed and are placed under the prot.ection of t.he organs of 

interior affairs. 

VI. PRE-ELECTrON CM1PAIGNING, GUARANTEE.S ... ,-;:,,<" " 

i 
FOR ,'ACTIVITY 

~.". 

OF THE"Ou'\'DIDATES 
, .-----

FOR THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC (IF TAJIKISTAN. 

~ 

~~ 

~-~ 

Article 27. Guarantees for' Acti vi ty of Candidat.es for the 

presidency of t.he Republic of Tajikistan. 

Candidates for the presidency of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

Republic of Tajikist.an 
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Commission on the Election of the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, 'have a right to participate in the pre-election 

campaign on an equal basis, and have an equal right to use the 

means of mass information, ,including radio and television', , .. ithin 

the territory of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

All the registered candicates for the post of,president of the 

Republic of Tajikistan are provided wi,th equal levels of 'material-

technical and financial ,support." 

A candidate for the post of president'has the right to conduct 

meeti.ngs with voters as an assembly or in another form convenient 

to the candidate. The eleci:oral commissions and local governmental 

bodies provide ,the candidates for the post ~f 'the preside:1t of the 

Republic of Tajikistan with buildings equipped for assemblies, The 
o 

voters ,will be informed about the time and place of assemblies and 

meetings well in ~dvance.' 

Governmental organs, community associations, and the managers 

of enterprises, institutions, and organizations must cooperate with 

the candidates for the post of the president of the Republic of 

Tajikistan in organizing meetings with voters, and in obtaining 

,. There are a couple of ways to read this paragraph, and I 
am not sure if I got it right. 
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necessary reference and informational material's, '0 

A candidate for the post of president of the Republic' of 

Taj ikistan can present a program of his future activities. The 

candidate's program must not contradict the Constitution of the 

Republic of Tajikistan.' 

Registered candidates for post of president of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, during the pre-electoral campaign, have the right to be 

excused. frOTTh performing' their entrepreneurial or service 

obligations while continuing to receive their average salary of 

their ~lace of emplo~~ent from the funds set aside to conduct the ..... -. 

election. 
c 

Candidates for the pose of president of ehe Republic of 

Tajikistan and persons authori::ed on their behalf may not be fired 

from their job or transferred to another job or position ' .... ithout 

their consent. 

Candidates for the post of president of the Republic of 

Tajikistan have the right to travel free cof charge on all types of 

urban passenger and inter-urban transpor~. (except taxi~) within 

the limits of the territory of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

" Does this mean that ,candidates have access to governmental 
iIlformation only as it relates to voter.meetings or'does he have 
general access for campaign research? 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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Candidates for the' post of president of the Repu,blic of 

Tajikistan may not be subjected to criminal prosecution" arrest, 

detention, or administrative inquiry ordered by a court wit!1out the 

consent of the Central Electoral Comrnissio:1 on the Election of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Article 28. Persans Authori~ed ,to Act on Behalf of a Candidate 

\ 
for the PresidencY of the Republic of Tajikistan. \ . 

A candidate for the 'presidency has the righ't to have up to 15 

persons authori~ed to act, on his behalf. ·..,ho aid him in conducting, 

his electoral c'lmpaign, and ,who represent his interests before 

governmental and community organs and 'the Electoral Commissions. 

A candidate for the post of president of the Republic of Tajikistan 

appoints persons. authorized to act on his behalf 'as he sees fit and 

informs the Central Electoral Comlnission on the Election of the 

President 'of the Republic of Tajikistan, about them; the Central 

Electoral Commission registers" them and issues themcO'appropriate 

credentials. 

Persons authori~ed to act on the behalf of a candidate may not 

be meffiQers of electoral commissions. 

At the candidate's request, ~he persons authorized to act on 

his behalf are relievedf'rom.performing their entrepreneurial or 

Republic of Tajikistan 
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service obligations and' cont~nue to :::-eceive their salary, from the 

funds set aside to conduct the election, 

The powers of persons authori.zed to act on a candidate's 

behalf can be terminated at any time prior to the elections, either 

at his request or at the request of the candid'ate for the post of 

president of the Republic of Tajikista:J., The Central Electoral 
-, 

Corrunission on the Election of the President of 
\ 

the Republic of 
\ 

Tajikistan must be notified':. 

VII, THE PROCEDURE: FOR VOTING IN A..'ID CALCULATING 

THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTION .TO THE PRESIDENCY 

OF THE RE?UBLTC OF TAJIKISTAN. 

j. ~. 

;,rticle 29. .. Time and Place of Voting. 

Voting takes place on the day.of the e-1~ctionv_~.;:'9.Iti_6 .. ~m:~t:.928! 

pm local time. The Polling Place Electoral ·Commission· informs the 

voters of the time and· place of elections;i;no:::':l:cH:_er~han .5.::oay5:: 

~~-r.sQ..;...t,he~~.lli.t~~n.\,;,j 

At the polling places that-are located in military districts, 

or in pla'ces where citizens are found", or in far away and 

;: 

Is that a .reference to .P?lling places outside of 
Tajikistan? 
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inaccessible areas, or in sanatoriums, or in rest homes, or .in 

hospitals or in other stationary medical institutions, the Polling 

Place Electoral Commission can declare the voting finished at any 

time, providing all the voters listed on the voter lists have 

yoted. 

Article 30. Organization of Voting. 

The voting takes place in specially set aside buildings which 

must be equipped with a sufficient number of rooms or booths for 

secret voting, and have places set aside for the issue of ballots 

and have .. installed ballot boxes . . Ballot boxes are installed in 

manner that voters prior to· approaching them must pass 

througl1 a room or booth for secret voting. 

The responsibility for organizing ~he elections, for ensuring 

·the secrecy of the balloting, and for equipping the buildings and 

maintaining the 'necessary order in then." lies with the Polling 

Place Electoral Commission. 

On the day of the elections, prior to the start of the voting, 

the ballot boxes are checked arid are either sealed or stamped by 

the Chairman of the polling Place Electoral Commission in the 

." Un~lear whether "order" is in the sense of physical 
maintenance in the buildings or·"law and Order". 
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presence of all the members of the Co~~ission. 

Every voter votes personally; voting for others. is not 

permitted. Ballots issued by the corresponding Electoral 
.' 

.}\ "0>'\ Commission on the basis of. the voter list for the polling place and 
,')~ V 
,J ", . "-r upon the presentation of a passport or other proof of identity. 

~~~ 
ct;. Each voter ackno'",ledges the" receipt 

'- \ . 
of the ballot hy signing next 

to his name on the voter list.' 
\ . \ 

A yater who 1S unable to be at his place of residence on the 

day of the vot:e, can demand a ballot from the Poll ing Place 

Electoral Commission for his place of ,residence, reach his decision 

regarding his choice of candidates for the presidency, and leave a 

filled out ballot in a sealed envelope \'lith the Polling Place 
;i:-"" 

Electoral Commission. Upon receiving the ballot, the voter signs 

the voter list. The Central Electoral Commission determines the 
,0 

format of ~he ballot. 
c' 

In the ~vent that individual' voters, due to pr:;>blems 'vith 

their health or other reasons, are unable to. come to the building 
i 

for voting, the Polling Place Electoral Commission at the voter's. 

request may assign no fewer than two members of the Commission to 

organi:e the vot{ng at the place where the voters are located: 

Voters who are for' some· reason not included on the voter iist, 
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/::;!,) are added to the supplemental voter list on the basis of documents 
o v f 

,'\/ Jt 
~J \1...' ., proving their identity and place of residence. 

'l 

Article 31. Conducting the Voting. 

Ballots are filled out by voters in the booth or room for 

secret voting. It is prohibited for anyone but the voter to be 

vi there while the ballot is being filled OUt. A voter who is ur:able 
/ 

\1~~ to himself fill out the bulletin has' the right to invite into the 
.. ~. t; 
.~'. r!< 
.~ cabin or booth another person of his choosing. except members of 

the E.lectoral. Commission. 

1he.voter crosses out. the names of the candidates against whom 

.. ~.lVJ" he votes. 
):' .\j 

,~- . ...., 

The Noter drops' tire filied out ballot into. the ballot 
(,. .. ' (T' 

:: ~ box. 

Arcicle 32. Determining the Election , Results for a Polling 

Place. 

The votes for each candidate f~0m a polling place are 

individually. counted by the Polling Place Electoral Commission. 

Ballot boxes are opened by the polling Place. Electoral 

Commission in the presence of all o~ its members after an 

announcement by the Chairman of the Commission that voting is 

concluded.. Opening the ballot boxes prior to the end of balloting 

is prohibited. Prior to' opening the. ballot. boxes all the unused 
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ballots are counted by the Polling ?lace Electoral Co~~ission and 

are voided. 

Prior t6 opening the ballot boxes, the sealed envelopes with 

t~e ballots are deposited in the ballot boxes in the presence of 

. 
all the members of. the Poll ing Place Electoral' COlTh~i·ssion. 

'Tl:e Polling Place Elect.oral Commission, on the basis of the 

main voter list and its 

voters in. the polling 

supplement., est.ablishes the total number of 

\ 
place, and also th.e' number of voters who 

i 

" \" received ballot.s and ballots [peculiar result of translating both 
~ \.",", 

v' y : ;.1., ~;:;:.;- .. 
"'-'-~): electoral! bulletin.and electoral list as·"ballot."J. On the basis 

.. :\\ 
\l 

~ .1.J 
"' \J '" ",1" 

of electoral bulle):ins '[ballots] and electoral lists [ballots J 
•. :.>. 

located ,in the ballot boxes, the Corrmission establishes: the number . . 
...... . 

of vet.ers who had participated in the election; the number of votes 

cast ~for" and number of votes cast "against" each candidate; the 

numb'eI;' of electoral 'bulletins [ballotsJ and electoral 
. '[. 

l~sts 

[ballots] deemed to be invalid. Votes' are not counted for those 
:). 

citizens whose names are written on the bulletins and ballots [no , 

vote count for write-in candidatesJ . 

The following electoral bulletins [ballotsJ and electoral 

lists [ballotsJ are considered invalid: electoral bulletins 

[ballotsJ and electoral lists .[ballotsJ imorope:::-, . format, and in an 
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also electoral bulletins [ballots] and electoral lists [ballots] 

in' which after voting remain the name of more than one candidate'." 

When' doubts arise as t.O the validity of electoral bulletins 

[ballots] and electoral lists [ballots], the issue is decid~d by a 

vote of the Polling Place Electoral Commission. 

The results of the vote caunt are examined at· a meeting of the 

polling Place Electoral Commission and are entered in the ~ecord. 

The record is signed by the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, the 

'. Sccre;;:ary, and members of the Commission, and it is sent to the 

ap];lI""op.riate Circuit Electoral Commission in the manner established 

by the Central E;lectoral: Commission. 

c 
Artide :3.3'. Determining the Election Results for a Circuit. 

On: the. basis of the records of the Polling Place Electoral 
<. 

Comm·issions, the Circuit Electoral Commission determines: the 

to~al number of voters in the circuit; the number of voters who 
~ 

received electoral bulletins [ballots] and electoral 

[ballots] the number'of voters'who participated in .the election; 

the number of votes cast "for" and "agai!1st" each candidate; the 

.number of electoral bulletins [ballots] and electoral lists 

• I 

2). My impression is that it is legal to'vo'te "against" all 
the candidates. 
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(ballots] deemed invalid. 

The results of the vote' for the circuit ,are determined at a 

meeting of the Electoral Commission and entered into the 

record. The record is signed by the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, 

Secretary,. and the members of the Commission 'and is forwarded to 

" 
the Ce::ltral Electoral Comrnission in the established manner. 

\ 

\ 
Article)"_ DetermininCJ'the Results of the Election for the 

Presidency of the Republic of Tajikistan .. 

The Central Electoral Commissi'on on the Election of the 

. President of the Republic of Tajikistan'determines th~ follO'."ing, 

based en the records of the Circuit Electoral Commissions: 

The total number of voters in the Republic; 

The number 'of voters who received electoral bulletins 
.(.r 

[ballots]'and electoral lists (ballots]; 
',-:,.. 

The numbel:' of voters who participated in the elections; 

The number Olf t ~ va .es cas" II~or'~ and Ila~a~nst'l each .candidate; 

The number of electoral bulletins [ballots] and electoral 

lists .(ballots] ~eemed invalid. 

The Presidential elections ar~deemed valid if more thjn'half 
.( 

of the voters registel-ed on tl1e voter l:ists participate in ;,::'em. 
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The candidate for the post of president of the Republic oE 

Tajikistan who receives mor€ than half of the votes cast in the 

~ . election is cons.i.dered to be elected. 
! 

I 

I 
: 
I ,. 
j 

I , 

! 

The e!ection can be declared invalid in its entirety or for an 

individual circuit or for an individual polling place due to errors 

j permitted in the conduct of the election or in the voter count. 
,{ 

i--J" The decision \ .. het.her to declare the vote invalid is reached by the 
,/ 

.. ~~- ... :1 '-\.I' . 
\~ . J' Cent.ral Electoral CommissJon on the Election of the President of 

'J "''-' > \\; 
. '\ ~- . ( ~ 

.. . '< .... 
• '" v ...:.: 

"~\/ 
. :; 

the Republic of Taj.ikistan. and ca.'1 be appealed to the Supreme Court 

the de.cision co declare. the election invalid belongs to the 

candidates for the presidency of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

lin the event that elections for individual circuits or polling 
c 

places are declared invalid by the decision 
"-.0 

of the Central 

Electoral Commission, the election results from that circuit or 

polling place are excluded from the overall election results, 

providing that. wit.hout them the elections as a whole can be 

considered valid. 

AnnOuncement of· the results of the elections for the 

presidency of the Republic of Tajiki~t?n are published in the press 
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by the Central Electoral Commission on the Election of the 

President of the Republ ic of Taj ikistan .110 .Tater : .than-:.reir:··daYs.i 

after the elections. 

Article 35. Second Round of [Run-offl Vting. 

In the event that more than two candidates run for the 

presicency of the RepubJ!~c of. Tajikistan, and no one candidate 
\ 

receives the required nu~ber of ·.'oees, then a second round of 
\ 
\ 

voting is conducted wit.h the participation of the two candidates 
. \ 

who· received the greatest number of votes. In the event that other 

candidates' ,.f tt;dra,~al only leaves one candidate, then a second 

round. of voting is conducted on his candidacy. The Central 

Electora'] CO<'1iImission Chooses the day for the second round of 

~lli?~.:c:~.:.tli1.an'.: ~S .days· .af ter:the·, elect.ions . 
-'-- .. _--_ .... 

::. 

·Anrr.ouncements regarding the· ccnduct of a second round of 
r· 

voting is published in the press. . -'!'" 

The candidate who receives the greatest number of votes from , 

the voters participating in' the second round of voting. is 

considered elected, providing that more than half of the voters on 

the voting lists had participated and that the number of votes cast 

"for" his candidacy exceeds the number of votes cast "against" his 
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candidacy. 

If no candidate is elected president of the Republic of 

Taj ikistan in the run-of f, the Central Electoral Comrnission 

declares a run-off election. 

Article 36, Run-off Election. 

In the event that t.he election 0: the pre'sident of the 

Republic of Tajikistan is' declared invalid or null'and voi~; or in 

the event that no more than two candidates run for the presidency 

of the Republic of Tajikistan and neither receives the necessary 

number of votes, or if in the second round of voting the' president 

of the Republic of TajikistQ.n is not elected, the Central Electoral , ' 

Commission declares a run-off elect.ion. In doing so, 'it can decide 

that it is necessary to change the membership of the Circuit and 
c 

:~y j Poll in9 Place Electoral C=issions prior t.o the election. 
i \j\i~ , 

The 

,,1/./" voting is conduct.ed' in' the po,lling place,:; formed .f.9r and with the 
~ ~~. 
~ ir 

t?/( 

r 

! 

1 

voter lists compi~ed fo:::' the f'irst election. 

, 
The formation of Commissions, nomination and registration of 

candidates for the presidency.of the Republic of Tajikistin, and 

other activities connected to the conduct of the run-off election 

for the 'presidency of the Republic of Taj ikistan are conducted in 

the manner established by this law. 
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The announcement regarding the conducting of a run-off 

elections are published in the press. The rJn-off elections are 

not conducted earlier' tllan, two::months,,'after.- the ~ffiairC·election. 

Article 37. Liability for Violations of the Law of the Republic 

of Tajikistan "On ~lections to the Presidency of 

the Republic of Tajikistan" 

Persons, obstructing \r..rougn force, lies, 

means the right of.the cit.izens of the Republic 

threats or other 

of Tajikistan to 

elect or to be elected president of the Republic, to conduct pre-

election campaigning, as well as members 'of the Electoral 

Comm:ii.ssions, responsible officials of government or community 

bodies who falsify electoral documents, or conduct an 

[intentionally?~ inaccurate vote count, or violate the secrecy of 

'voting or who permit other violations of this law are subject to 

liability . under the law. The following persons are also held 

liable: persons publishing or otherwise deliberately""[kno',,,ingly] 

disseminating untrue information,that attacks the honor and dignity 

of a candidate for the post of president of' the Republic of 

Tajikistan, or those persons who permit "insults of the members of 

the Electoral Commission. 
t: 

• i 
If a candidate for the post of president of the Rp~ublic of 
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Tajikistan violates this law, the Central Electoral COlnmission' 

issues a warning t.o him; on a second violation, the Commission may 

i~scind its decision to register this candidate for the post of 

president uf the Republic. 

Reports regarding violations of this law, received by the 

Electoral Com-nissions, gove=mf> .. n.t., and communit.y bodies during the 

period of preparation for th.e elec.t·ions and after the' elections 

lli~~~.be .. reYiewed-Within .three daysi"if a violation is reported on 

. . 
the day of the election, it must be ·!"ey';bg.we_I;Li.!!!!.!\edia!;Et1y,,:~; 

Art.icle 38. The Assumpt.:Ean of Duties of President of the 

~epuhlicof.Tajikistan. 

The President: of. th.E Reptllblic of Tajikistan assumes the duties 

of president. from th.e day he takes this oath before the session of 

the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Taj ikis.tan: 

"I. as president, swear to defendothe' Constitution and the 

laws of the Republic, guarantee the protection of rights, freedoms, 

·honor and dignity of its citizens; to defend the territorial 

integrity of, and . the political, economic, and cultural 

independence of Tajikistan, and to faithfully serve the people". 

, , 
i 
! 
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