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COlllllli~~i('n In ~ecid~ nn cOl1lpl~inl~ 
l\pf'C'als 10 Ihe I'ligh Courl 

I'III'\T ~I-I O;1'ENt:r,~ IINIl IjENIILTII'_~ I 
Ofrences 
Maintenance I,r secntcy I 
OITencC's lImier this ACI co'gniwbl¢ offences 

I I ' 
General f'C'nalty 

PIIRT IX II-GENERIIL 

102. I'n:,scrvaticlfI of elCi:tililfl docul1lent~ , 
10J. Failure to elect a councillor , 
10-1. i Regulations : I ' I ' I, , Ii' I 

A n Act to pro"ide for t~e conduct of loenl government elections 
Rnd to proTide for molters Incldcntnl thereto or connected 

I I 
therewith 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Malawi as folluws-
, I 

I'll'll I-PRELIMlNIIRY 

I. ntis Act may be cited as the Local GovenIlllent Electiom 
Act, 1996_ '. I 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise rcquires- i i 
,"candidale" me •• ns a persol) who ~Ias been nominated under this 

ACI 3.s a candidate for election as a councillor; 

"Col1lmi,sion': mc~ns the I Elcctornl COllllnission estahlisht'd 
ullder ~C'cli','n 75 "r Ihe Constitlltion nnd appointed, in rlccordance 
wilh sc-ctinn .\ pf the ParliamcOntary and I're~idential'E1ecti?ns I\ct; 

"hy-clC-Cli,·n" means Ihe elt-clion of a councillor 10 fill a ~cat llfl 
Ihe e~!lneil whirh ha, 1'(''Coll'ic \'~cnnt I!thcrwise Ihan hy dissoluti;lII 
"r Ih~ c,,"neil; ! I I , I i 

,"Chief Elecli,,"s Umcer" n\eans i \he person appointed as ~uch 
urldcr sc-clioTl ·1: l! ! :; , 

ill ttl 

"councillor" mcans a p('r~nll clcctctlulltler this I\ct to \he office ',' 
of coullcillN of a council; I , 

,:, "clcctipn" lllram all eke!i"l1 10 ,the, omce of !c'ouncillor! of a 
, , '1 ;, ' , :CC'l! nCl : 
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, 
"eft'cli(,11 (,fficer" ml.'.Jns Ihe Chief Elcclions omcer nnd nny om·; 

ccr<l!t"'luin:ltl.' It> him Jnd an\' nd,er officer in Ihe ser\'ice uf Ihc . , , 
CC:11l1ni«i0n, indlldinF. all ,,[[it'c! :al'l'Pintcd or dcsignalcd ns n reg· 
jQr3'iPII ,,[fi(~r. 1',·lIinF. qalinn (,ffieer. plcsiding (lflic~ am] rclU/Il' 
ing "friel'r: 

"irft'gllb',i!r", in n:blil'n 1o, Ihe cnlld~ll't of an elcclion, mcans , 
r,nn,c"!I\/,liancc ·,·,'i!1I Ihe rr',lIilclIlcnls "f Ilris Act: 

! 

,onnfl1iT1:1til'11 (br" 11){~:tn~ Ih(' cI;lY nppoililCd by 111l! COllllllissioli 
fnr tht' rro::ip{ of 1IC1ll1in:1li(lIiS of c:1,Hlidales for an eleclioll ullder 
Ihi, J\CI; 

I . 
"/,"lIill!! day" IIIc"ns '~ny day JPI'(,inlcd hy Ihd COllllllission undcr 

',"cli"" 2ll for I~ holdinr. IIf a ,J"II: 

"r'ollifl~ "t:tlipoO' 1I){':tn", ;1 pl:KC C'st:tbli~h('d nk ~tlch Hnder ~cctiofl 
~ 1: j , 

"l'olli,l?- <Ialion "fTiccr" ,i,cans a pelso!1 al'l'oillle<l as slIch lInuer, 
<~ctif),t ~2' \ '- . .' • _ 1 t 

"rresiding Clmcer" means n rolling SI~liClII omccr dbsignated as 
stich IImkr secliC'n 52: i ! 

"re"i<tr:lIiC'n" lIIe:lIh Ihe regiSlralion 'hf voters ilt nn elcclion; I ' 

" " .:. '.' I v('Ilcr rt1,,?:IOS:l rcr~on regrslered 10 \'ole lit nil c1ccllon; 
I ! I 

"Wller's r{'~iS!el" m~."I.ns Ihe regiSler of vOlel~ cSlnhlislled 1~lIder 
scc!inn 'J: I , 

"Vl.:-:r5' f'C!!iw;lIiC'1I ccrliTic:lle" me:lIlS :l certificnle issucd \0 in , . 
: "oler IInd~r srclion 15: 

i!! I j i 
""C'ling b<>C'lh" mc:1m a cCll1ipartmenl :11 a 'polling slnlion ror 

screening :l "('lei from "iew when he is m~king his choice ill Ihe 
p<J1I: I , 

I , I 
"ward" 1II'.::lns an ar~a ddillliled a...~ slIch IInder seclion 3. ' . , 

ill 
{'.'-P.T JI-Fl'::t"l1')::S .\1m !".1I1'ERS or- TIlE COMMtSSIONI 

i 
3. In adJili0n 1(1 Ihe bro:lu fllllCliolls conferred on the 

(o1'11l1li.«j"11 by Ih~ Ct'II;.1illllil'lI. Ihe COlltlnission shnIi orgnn\z~,; 
conduct :lnd ,;Ir-:n'i,e Ihe eiC"C1ions and! wilholtl prcjudice (0 Ihe' 
!;~T1~r,,'il:- ('f such I'ower. Ihe Crolllltlissinn shall havc qle following, 
runctinn"- i 1! ,; 

r:;) 1(1 d'?lcrmine Ihe Illlltlher ,) wards fnl Ihe I'urpi,se. of the 
r-l(,t'!ic'n, :1lld tPllndrrl:ILr or \f1I'cn'i~f~ (he d('II1':lrC~li(J11 orho\ln<.l-

. \ • I 

:lri,:,~ ,·r ',t::1rd,: i 

I , ' 
, I 

5 

runclions or 
Ih~: 
Commissinn 

f 
I· 
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I . 

(b) to organi7e and direct the regi.<trntion of voters; I 

(el to devise and c~tablish votcrt rcgisters nnd ballot paPers; 
(a) to print. distribute and t~kc charge of ballot papers; 

«() to appro\'e nnd procul1j ballot boxes; 

(n \0 e.stahlish and operatd polling stations; . 

(s) tn takt' rnc~sures for cnsuring that tile election is bonducted 
under C('nditiom of complete freedom and faimess; . , , 

(h) to eqahlish sccurit)'!c~'nditions ncces~ary for the conduct pf 
the clccti('n in ~cc[1f(bnc(':'vith thi~ Act; . 

. I . i 

(i) In prolll"te dHough the l11e,di~ ~nd other abpr9pri~te and 
((,[fecti"c fnt'ans the ci"ic eiluc~ti\ln of ~iti7.cn.< concerning the 
eicctil,n; ii' ! i 

,! I . , 

(j) to ensur,. c')lIlpli:lIlce with thi.< Act n'l(l gellemlly to nd{'pt 
flIC.1<\I[C.s ncccss~r)' to guarantce that the election is/ree nnd fair. 

4.-( I) 'lhe C(1l11l11issinn ,h~lI ~p!,(lint a Chief I,de~ti(lns hfficer 
: ;lnd officers su\lorrliilatc to him ,to ~cr\'~ a.< electidn officers, in the 
c0nduct of the election. r i ' 

(2) TI,erc rna\, he ~econrlcd to the ~C:rvice o'f the Commission soch 
mlllll",r "f l'lhe~ public o'fficcrs as the 'Collllnissi'on may request and 
n rul,lic officcr so sc-c('ntletl ~hall perform his duties in relation to 

... " I 

Ihe c{'ntluct of Ihe 'electibll~ solcly under the, directions of the 
Commission.,. I I 

I i 1. 
(3) 'I1m Chief Electibn5 Ollicer ~hnl\ ~)e the ,chief c"ecutive 

"fficrr "f tflt' Cnmr,is~ion and ~h~1I supcrvi~e the ofliicer~ thereof 
~u"j~t pnly 1(, the g.cneral or ~pcci~1 directions of the Commission. 

:'.-1 II S\lhjeci to Ihe olher ptovi~ion5 of thi~ Act. the 
COf1lllli«i n n rn~y lIl~ke!regu1ation~ I'rovidin~ for the proceuure nnd 
nl:lnnCr pf cqntlucling evcry electinn. ami may. nt any ,tim~. i5~ue 
inqnlcti"l1~ It) any cl~cliori ollicer in r;onnexion with hiS runctions 
unJer Ihi, ,\ct and mAy rcquire any ele'ctinn ollicer to rumi~h .to Ihe 
C0111mission such inform~tinn and retums as the Commi~sioh may 

. t ! ( 

con~lU~r n~c('$~:try. : ,! 
r i . 

(2) Wilhout prejudice to tile generalily of suhsection (I),. the 
Comllli"iC'n m~y J11:ll:c Jgulations providing for all or any oJ the 
f,,!lowing l11:lw;rs- . 

(i) the division of the area of councils into wards; 

(ii) the c$tablishme,nt of polling stations in a .(yard; , , 
(iii) the nwninhtion of candidates for any election ami the .' 

I withdr7lw:d of 110ll1inations'duly ninde; 
iii 

ri\') Ih~ mahng and detcnninati().n of appsals agail\st the 
rt'i~{'li('n pf IHlmillatinns by a rclumil,g omcer;' 
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(v) :tl1e puhlicntion of n:lIne~ (Jf' cam;illates whbse n~lIIinar 
. _.1' I I tr0m nre accepk"U; , I 

(vi) the payment of registration fees by candidales; I, 

,(vii) tne usc of. and the allocation of, srm~lOls at an election; 

'Il'iii) thoe appointment (If, and the d~rties or, election ofTjcers; , 
(i.~) the fi,~ing of datr, nnd tillles fi,r the,takinl!!of polls; 

. (\) the equipment and facil\ties to be I'ro'video at P?"ing sta-
l Illn,' I 

. • , I' 

(~i) thoe l,<:r,ol1; who rnay be adrnilled to polling st~tions; 
r.~ii) the manner :111", pwceyurc of \'oting in an c!ect'ion;! 

I I .I' i 
r.~iii) the rn:lIlrlcr of ns('crbining the idclltit)l of pe'r.~OIIS 

, . I . , I' I' I I I I :''''~ 1I1l,R In vote :11 :H1 C l:CIIOIl an~ \\' lei Icr !'1Il" , ,}{"I!\ons nrc 
qU:11ific-tf ((1 \,1\[("': I ! 

, I 
(,i'oJ rhc ""nncr in which 1>('[5(lns who a~c 1"lillll. or othe'r-

wic;(~ jncarxit:lt~t1. rnay vorc:! I 'I 
in) voting hy rersons elllploxed on I:lection duties on tlrei 

d~,' of an elc-ction: ' . ' " . , , 
(ni) the mnintenanC'e of ~cC'rec}' at an election; 

(~vii) the po,tpc>nement Of, the ~djoummejlt of, or an e~ten-, , 
siC'n of, tim~ fO[ a poll in ('a~e of riot or open violence at an , ' , 
el~ction; , 

(, "iii) the administering of oat\.s or dmrmntions ~y electiori 
0ffic~rs in ~~pe-ct of sl!dl llIalletS ns llIay he plescribed; 

(.~i,) the procedure In he followed at the conclusion ofn poll 
. I' I In an e cctlon: ! I 

(.u) the procedure for counting ~otes in nn election, and the, 
ci~cumstances in which \,Oles ih an election mat be rejected by 
a returning omC'cr as im'alid\ i , [ , 

(ui) fOf the pUlFo$e of d~laring any candidatJ duly eledt­
ed and the procooure to be followed where there is an equality 
of 'o"otes between candidates in an election; 

(nii) the procooure to l~ followed where only one person o~ 
wh<:re no person is duly nominated for election it,1 n ward; 

r.~~iii) the dedaration. notiliC'ation and puhlitation of the 
results of an election; , 

(uiv) the custcxfy and disposal ofnolllin,atioll papers, ballot 
p3pers. recC'fds. d<:o<!-urn~nt, ano other things!relnting to the con-
duct of election<; , 

(" ~: .. ) election npen<es nnd returns telal!ng 10 such expens-
I , , 

i ' I 

, 
I, 
, i 

7 

r 
1 

" 



! 
! 

'I !, 

R i:ght 1!"<i <1~ r 
Ie P.'~;~ ~1' 

'~!':- f-:­
r-o:'f'TV"t~ 

r:'[i1~ n1 :'-'11 

$il'l:1i~ 
rr-,it!T'(i"7Q 

n,,~r:o.( 

~'(;'!~n'i"':'l'll 

T""'r--7~t"':' 
r::?;;'1!nt;~ 

~.rr;~n 

, , 
, I 

Local Gm'emlllenl Elections 

i 
1 

I i I No. 24 
I 

('Fi) the notific:l\ion and pub'icat\on or any va1cancy in Ih" 
eiccted mCOlt>er,hip bf a council; !! .' 

(u vii) the f(lrm~ and recor,ds to be u~ed for any of dIe pur-
po,es of ~his Act;, :lOll i ' , I 

, ' 
(nviii) any matter to be prescribed under this Act. 

PART lII-R!EGtSlll.AnON OF VOTERS ! 
, 'I 

6. Any person' residing in Malawi and who, on or before the 
p0l1ing da)'. shall ha"e atla\ned tile age of eighteen years shall be eli-
gible to regisler as a voter in an ~Iectionr ,t 

7. It shall bJ the right and the civic1dut)of every eligible per­
sen residing in Malawi to present himself for registration as afvoter 
and further-he "h.,11 havc Ih,e right to verify with the Cbmmisslon1or 
it< "mcrr< Ihat h.e has I~eli rr-gistcred and to reqllest Illnt nny error 
pr f'mis<i,'n wilh respect 10 his regislration be corrected! 

~ : , ! J 

8. 111e COlTlmi"ii>n shall'. in acconlance wilh this Act. crenle 
Ihe nen,,,ary conditions ami lake all necdsnry actiohs for'prdmot­
ing 3wart'nes, amongst persons residing in Malawi of the need to 
regis'ler 3..< 3 \'oter ~or the purpose of an election and of the need for 
Iheir full participalion in Ihelelection. ii' 

9. A t-erson eligible to register as ~ voter shall ~ registered 
enl:.· ('nee. i I 

i ,I 

10. A person shall be reg.islcrcd 3.< a votcr ill the area where he 
cordina!il), residc~ or was hom or is employed or carries on business. 

• I ! 
11.-(1) The CClnmissioll may 'employ temporary starT. on such 

terms and ccndilions 3.~ it shall delennine. ns registration I officers 
who shall regisler volers Ihroughdut Malawi. ' I 

, I 

(2\ No person ,hall be !!mployed as a registration officer with 
[("["XI 10 any {,·:ud. lInless+ 

(a) he is an eligible voier and has attained U1e ag,e of eighteen 
year,; , ! t, 

(b) he has allained th,e ininimum educational qualilication of 
Junior Certificale of Education or its equivalent; and i, 

',I I k' h (c) he has kno)"lcdge of the language commqn y,spo en to t e 
ward. ! I I 
( ' E .. 'ffi i I I II "'" r ' . L': _ .. ) -o'cry regl~(ra'19n 0 leer' 513 , ..... _ ere) cCrr!...T.er.c::-:g IIi;; .. ~ 

dutie$. recei,'c "o\:ational training in the idl:ntilitation land registrn- i. 
tion of ".'ctc-rs and generally in the requirements of this Act wilh " 
r~~f'N't to L1)e rq:istl'ation of voters. i!: 

(.\) In Ihe rerform~nce of thei~ dll,ties. registr'n'tion officers shall 
l·~ under the s\lre'rvision cf Ille Chief Elections Officer and such of . ' 
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, I 

Ih~ olher eleclion officers as he 9r tile Commissioll sholl designale 
for Ihe purpose. , I ' 

12.-{ I) ~e Commission' ~hall e~lablish centrcs' throughout iR<!I,i''''linn 
every warn in Malawi as places whcre voters are tb be regisicrcd ~nrrn 
and for this purpose the Commi5~ion shall endenvour to ndopt the 
Ce7\Irc.< e.;tabli~hcd for the registration pf voters In the la~t previous-! 
I:; held p<:lll in addition to eSI~blishing 'new centres. ! 

(2) No form of dmpaign m~lerialshall hc cxhibi,tcd at a registra­
tien centre ('[ within a r3dim of one Imlldred mctrcsiof a registration 

i ! I 

centre. I ' 

B. Yoters registers shall he in the prescribed fom: :::od :hc 
Commi<sinn shall rr'nnJlc sufficient copies thereof for the registra. 
lion of volers Ihr(>ugnnut Malawi nnd for distribution to registrntion 
('fficers at every registration centre nnd for t,hat purpose may adopt 
e~isting voters regi~ter; which shall,:as neccssary, be updatcd by 
registralion officers wilh new registrations. 

14 I A I" hi ,. I' I '-- • d . . ' n e If!. I C ~rs(ln WIS ling to! "'; reglstere os votcr 111 ,nn 
eleclien shall in rcrson slale Ihat he is nOI regislered at any OIlIer 
regi<lr:llion tcnlre and shall present to it regislratidn officei' sum~ 
cienl and cogenl ['roof of his eligibility and may dd so by producl 
in2- ':, 

• , I I 
I · . I' :!'f . I . , (a) a pa.<sp(lrt. , r,,'er S Icence, even I eXplre(, marnage cler· 

ririe'I,-, an cll1l'ln)'lllcnl idcntily caid nr :ellll'lo),illcnt dischnfp.,' 
c(,lrificnlC nr a hillh cCllifieal(' or n silllil'II:I)' nuth('ntic rlt,>CtIl1ICnl 
of id('ntit~·: I I ' 1 I I 

rh) wrillen. verb~1 or visllnllc~liliIOll)' uf- I 
I 

, Ci) Ihe chid. ~ village he~dman or a regi~lered voter, df the 
I . 

a~.1: or Ii' [ 

iCii ) Ihe regislralion omcer. I: I I 
. " 

15.-( I) UrC'n a regislralion offic('r l~ing ~,:1ti~fie~ with proof of 
eligi}'iliIY or 3 rcr,on 10 "01('. heishnll- I ' 

, I 
in) i«lIe to Ih~1 rerson ,:1 \'oler~' regislralion cerlificale in the 

rrc'crir.~d f C'nn: 
rb) rcgi<ter Ihal rrr,('n in Ihe volers rcgi~ler b)' ct1ler;!lg Ihe 

rar1icula" elf Ihal ~rs6n as prescribed Ihnein., i . I' I , 
(2) If a \'('Icr< r"~i>llalion certificale issued 10 n vo er is losl: '!CSI.: 

rC'ved. defaccu. I"rn C'I olhl'rwise damaged, Ihe voter shnll l1lilify 
the rCl'i,lrali(,r1 C'fficer nr ('Iher officer duly nUIl]ori+ed in thaI hC,hnlf 
in writing gi\'in~ l'r<wf Ihcrcof.,nllll upon slIcll officer being satis­
fied ·.',ilh ,uch rrC'"f he ,hall isiuc 10 the vOler n dl'lilicatc cop)' of 
lhat, '''ter'< (lriginal \'(lleIS regislralion cblificale wilh the wqrd 
, J.1ITI.IC,\TE" ck~li')' nml:e,I,'r prinled there:on. 

I , ' 
I! 

Evirknce or 
!II J'C,1"'t(1n', 
eligibililY tn 
vole 

Rt"r.i.o;lfnlirm 
nnd i~'tUe r+r 
\'Olr,,,' 
rrgi~trnlion 
C'('rtiricRle 



, 
I ' 

10 

! I rl""~fi'l'!" r/ 
\,I';'fn, rt:'['1t:.:-n, 
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16.-( I i In \11'<lnlin),l n \,Illers rcgisldr the registralion umcer shall 
do so by- I i 

(a) adding. Ihe lIallle~ ami olheri prescrihed 
"olcrs rcsulling flom lIew rcgi~trations; 

. I 
particulars of Ihe 

(il) tlr""'ing 3! linc. withollt,affecling legihility. over Ihe partic­
IIbrs "f Ihe I'<"rsnns who arc known 10 be deceased or 'fho hnve 
I"SI rlioibililY 10 vole and indicaling in Ihe llIaroin Ihe reasons . to-. I to , 

Ihe;efor. , I', 
(2) 111C regi<lralion omce~:I!l1aking new enlries in n volers regi~­

ler or deleling. enlries Ilu:refroin slwl! inilial every such new cnlry or 
tI~lclion_ i,' " ' , i 

(.l) lIpon Ihe regislralion omeer belpg sali~fietl with proof of loss 
of 'eligibilil)" of a regisleredl voler, he 'shall immetliaiely updale Ihe 
yolers regisler in aC'cbrda~ce w.ilh ~he procedurb unde~ Ihi1 section. 

l:i'h!1!'J,:'!_ '. 17: In Ihe case of ~¥l.slrallon I~ a new volers re~I~ler, Ihy n:g-
;;'I~' I~' ,'.n Ilslrallon omeer shall millal bolh sides of every page 01 a lpoml 

! :;\'here rcoiSlralion on Ilhe page ends. ',': i 
~.(':'('I;tro:'lJ cf 
r:'g~.~r:1ti"'t't h:" 
rv'4i~v.:l! pl'1:.~ 

Pit,IIft .1i1'\·i 
d':~~1 d 
1"Tr.:~r.f ,,:i "1"":':1 

,.,( r""l'ti.::,1 
r:tnk1 . 

I <-, I' I 
18.-{I) Eyery polilical party ~po~soring a candidale in an elec­

lion ~hnll h3\'e Ihe righl 10 monilor Ihe regislrnlion of volers and 
shall dC' 50 Ihn)u!;h its desjgrm!l.'d reprdenlalives assiRned 10 a sp<'.r.­
ifi~d regi<lC31ion cenlre and whose names shall t>e nOlified in wril­
in~ IC' til~ Commissiok and in Ihe absence of'such notification by 
any rt,li!iC'al r~rt)' il shall be presumed Ihat suqh party does nol 
dC5ire 1(1 m(1nilOr' Ihe re'giSlralion of voters at such registration . I ., , 
centre. I I I . I 1 

(21111~ Commissi'on shall issue 10 every person designaled as a 
r~rr~,enI3Ii\'e under SUbs«;clion <I) a ~ocl!lIlenl of ide~tily which 
~h:.11 !J·e in the prescribed, fonn. !! 

(.1) 'Olcre may be n~~i'gned 10 olle regislrahon cenlre rnoJ limn 
Pile rcrrc<cnl:.,i\'e of n I'olilknll'nlly. , I 

19.-( I) R~l'rc<~nt:t\h'cs of political i parlies shnll hnve the, fol-
I('wing righls- !." I I 

(a) In Iv: IrC:lI~d ;"!Ih d;le respccl nndicollsideration hy all per­
<"11< ndmini<leriilg Ille regislralion of volers and by the represFn-

. f I I" I' . I I 1:1II',"{"1:;,; n pI wr po IlIC;,) I':HllC!1: I 

(Ill 10 rcqltc~1 :lnd ohl~in infonnatirln on! aclivities relaling to 
th~ rt"~i<tl:ltinn of \'olcr~;,nnd , , 

(c) to ~lIhtnil 10 Ihe c.;ornrnis~ion in wriling complainls! arld 
nl'rcn1s nt.'oul nny irre:gutArilics in Ihe regislralion of volers. 

I , , 

(2 l,lt sldl hc inCllrnh("nt IIpon the reprfscntalh'cs of polilical par-
lics i~ nelci<in o Iheir' liohl< uhd~r subseC'lion < 1)-t- ,...,. I 

i 

I 
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I! I 

(a) tOj monitor the 
ol:>jecti\'cly; 

registratinn ~ct\vitie~! conscientiously and 
I I 'I , I 

(h) te) cn·opcr:lIC- wilh n:giqrali'''1 officer<; 

Ie), 10 refrain frnrn <lIhrl1ining <"orn"laints or appcals iil I,ad 
failhi~l' wilh Ihe purrosc or paraly<ing th'1 registration pfilce«; 
and : II I' I I 

, I 
(.II 10 rcfr~in frolll dinilr,i!IR any inf"'IIII:lli(l11 alltpl! n votc-r or 

I',,><~cli\"c \"pln o\'lain,," a. n l"0n<c'l"clI("(, \,f acting n< n leple­
<~l1lati\"c and which i< IInl n:lc"hllt 1I',.the Iq,i<llalion pll>(·c«. 

, , 
(~) In add ilion 10 pnlilical padie< and Iheir rcprcsclllalives any 

[,,:rs(1n rligiQle 10 t~ regislered as a \'oler nnd any regisle/ed yoler 
may <unrnit to Ihe Cornrniisinn il\ wriling clllllpinints and flpf1cals 
aoou;1 ;"'1' irregularity in Ihc registration of voters. I ' I I 

, , 
(4) -11,.e Comrnis"i(ln "hall' endeavo'lIr to detcnnine every com­

rlainl or arpeal relating 1(1 regislrntion of vOlers; hefore the polling 
! 1 r I 

(13)' and 10 rCm<:dr any confimll.·d!irrrguiarily. 'I ' 

20. Th·e rocritxl for It>(' reoi"tralior) of vOlbrs shall b~ detemlined 
II t - . ~ I 

by the Cornmi"ion and 'rl0lified ;in Ihe Gnzelli'. he!ng a period of not 
let; Ih~n fourteen day, ('.~riring n(lt less than twenty-one days 
bdore Ihe fir,t polling day_ : I " 

'. I I 
21.: ,\t the clo<;c pf regi~lrali!'n, ~\'ery regislration officer shall 

.<ign off lhe YOlcr< rcgi<lcr a«igned /0 hilll and shall forward it for 
c\JstO<.ly to Ihe Chief Elecli","< Officer or to such {lther officer as is 

• I I ' 

d'!.<i;,naleti by th-: C{)l11rni~<i"n fl'r Ihe purpose anti shall sublllit tol 
.<\Jeh officer a surnmary of Ihe tolal '1ulllber of voters registered in 
the area a.<signed to him. \ i 

22. A YOler< register shall be cjreJ to inspection, for purposes of 
"erifj'ing the enlries therein. by, \'oters, representatives of politic~1 
rarlie< and (lb~crvers. alld fl'r qlis !,urrfuse the CG:::mis~iG;l 5il .. ll 
rtl.1ke c"rie' (If \'('lel< regislers and post Ihelll fori inspection at 
arrrt:'priale public places made known to Ihe pUblic. 

I t 

1',\~L IV-l!c'l..!JIlIG Of', El.ECTlot!$ AND Oy·EU:C(,(ONS 

/);\';j;OII I-Grrreral 

2J.-{ r) An el::-ction ~hall be held e\'ery three yqars. 
i ! I 

{2.1 When a ct'ullcilll'f dies or resigns, a new wnnl is crealed, or 
Ihe C"t11rni<$irn I:,i\'('< n"lice that a seal (If a councillor has become 
vaeanl. a t-,y·c1cclil'n ~ha" be heltl. I . ! 1 

(.~) t\ camlidalc IIny <land for ciccI inn as councillor eilher on the 
'I'''Jl<''ri\Jil' pf a r"li1iol 1''J1Y Ilr a< all illlit-lklldclll canrJirJate. alld 

. . ' 

r('riod r(1r 
rq-:iJll1llinn or 
voter.'!: 

ClminE: {'Ir 
rt"~I'l:trnli(\n 

1 

Vole" rt"gi,· 
fer {lre" In 
in1l;pcction 

nr :linn ,nd·. 
hy.C'leclinn _ 

, i 

, .. 

" 
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I iii 

!I~') .. i:'1 I) • 
I' r'J"fi,:,'~i.~r. 

!,,( nt;'ti.:~ 
~r.,1j:'l'l 

,'r~1! 
ii 
I. 

,\ rr-,in.~n·" r! 
nf r,,:,t'ltni.,.t 
nHi.:-:r1 

In...,..,;.,,, 
ffo:-r .... ',.:"l','r· .... 

(}u-ll; rr<~(i'~'~-i 
"If O:f''l,..:i!r~(:r 

Ih~ rl1=hl< arid dUlle< ("(1l1rdrred hy Ihis Acl (lllilolilicni,parli~5 shall 
:1 1'1' I:;. '" /I I,; I i 5 /III/I, II I ,,ii " . I" all i IIde pcnd enl ca'ndid ale as il hey al'l'l Y 
It' 1',.jiticll rarlie<.' ' 

I I ' 
l-$_ Wht'n ;J councillor has heen senlcnClili by n cOllrt'lo lIealh or 

irnJ'li"_'nl1l~nl fllr:t lellll rxccctiing <,:, 1II0nlhs iwilhonllhe oPllon of 
:1 line, i, :1dilldif:.cd III dcdalfll hy duurl, 10 he (If IInsoulIl! lIIind or 
bJnl:n,pl. pr h:1< krn ("~n\'iclcd of any ofhnce prescribed IInder Ilris 
:\(1. il ,h:1I1 nt'l bc necf:<sary lor Ihe COllllllissionlo give rWlice Ihal 
<1I~h fllpmher< <('al h,ns h('c'nrne \'ac-anl uflliJ the time for appeal 
"1::1ill<l ",.-11 ,kl'I<i,tn h* e,'pired Ill, if Ihere is all al\peal, IIl1lil Ihe 
d':I"fI"i";!I;"" "r Ihal appealr i I 

25,--\ II 'flit' t,-""Hnissidn shall appoiril a rcl\flning offJ'ccr wilh 
ro:"r":(-I I" c"('n' ivard who <hall rcceive I'he Il(~rninalions )f candi­
d:1lt's fPl ('''''clion in Ihal ward as COline ill or. I ' I 

01 1'01 Ih(' 1''''I'''<r,< nr <111"('("lioll (I 1, Ihe Cnlllillissiioll Illay ',IC's­
ir.II:II(' Ihe chid (',,'ellli,'(' offil'('r of Ihe COllneil as Ihe; leI liming 
"ffiee\ in Ir<l'cTI "r ""Tly w""l in his CollIll'i!. . 

2£ ,- 1'1'1 l'· . "1' 'I" Il. :Yf'l!' C:UH H alC' Iliay nppolJll (HIC p<rrson 10 'r liS C ("CrU11I 

1t'l'lc<pnlali'T a,"IIII'lify in wriling Ihe rClnuling officer of Ihe ward 
ill which hc i<, "I ililcr.III,~ l(l he a candidale, of Ihe name of, Ihe per-
~pn ~o :l1'1'(\intC'd. I J . ! 

I· i . 
, nil'i.lin" 2-Nollli"'lfio" tlf COIIII.-il/or.f I 

27 ,-( II ". I'CI<OIl shan "nl be qualified 10 he "omillnled or elcclr ~d '" a c"""bnnl unlc« Ihal pcrson-, 
«>I.ha<, al lite lime of nominal ion, allainctl lhe age of twcnty-

, 1 

. i !'fl[" \'('.;]t !": I 
0'1 i, ahle 10 ~reak mHI In rcad Ihe Engli~h Inngunge wcn 

CIH>ugh II' I~kc nn active pall in ,he proceedings of lhe C(I\ll1cil; 
I 

nlld . I 

(1'1 is ICl!i<tI'ICd as a \·o,br. 

(2J N"I"'''ilh".~nding <uh<rdlion (I), IIIl person shan 
(" !,.~ n(,l1Iinnled 01 cleclcd ns a coulleinnr wlto- i 

II ' I r' L ' 

be qualified 
i 
I 

(r.' n',','t",;) c!!l:'mcc (0 a' l(lrcIgl1 country; . 

if'! I'. \lndn ;111)' \\'riq~\, law ill force ill Malawi, adjudged or 
,·,j,"'·";i,r ,krlaled 1(1 bC~(lful15""l1d nlilld; I ' 

- -' I 

(,I II~'. williill Ii:e ,"sl seven ye~rs, heen cOllvicletl by a com­
I'·clcnl (<,urI "r a CI ime ill\'(IJ"ing di<h()n~sIY or morn'l lurpilude; :. 

i,fl i, '" \l11"ischalr-cd bal1kl{'I'I. havi,nl( "tell adjudged or 
. I I I I" rl . j' '1 1 . {·.IIH.':',',I(';O:- dr'dared 11;111 :1111'1 Ililt tT rill\' :lW HI nrc(' II I\·:l ;)\\'1: - \ 

(,-11,,01,1.< ('r "c'l~ ill all\' I'"blie "rricc or "I'POinll\ICn'l; 
: I 

I 
I 
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'.lJI)J() ;)lP J<> IIU!I~J!I'lJld J'II 1;;ljC s,\ep U:'~IJI'''J Ue,p 
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, I 
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i 

of the name of the c:llldidate, and a distinctive symbol, which the 
candidate wish~$ to appear onithe hallot paper together with his 
photC'graph: anti' : 

I, 

(d in the case of an indqx'jndent candidate, specify 'the name 
of the candidate or an ahhrcvihtion of the name of the candidate, 
and:l distin,ctive s),mhlll'" whidlthe candi(hte wishes to appear on 
the h.,II"t p'aper to!!ether!with his photo!!raph 

I 

L') E'Tn' nominated candidate shall produce to'the returnill!! 
rr: "J 'r I I I· i r" '1 'f' (llllC"cr C\'U clteC', ~:ltl~ nclory In IIC Icl:unllng 0 .leer'l Il Cllli )'111f! 

him as the per SOli Ilolllinaled. " I 
i, I 1 ' 

(4) Where" ""',1Iinati<111 paper sifcifies the matters referred to ill, 
par:lgrarh (d) of subsection,( I), the nOlllination pitpe~ shall he coun· 
ter'5ignNll1ya person who lis anioffice·hearer of the'political rarty 

i cC'ncemcd and has aut\"Hit y todcrtify th~t the! caudidate is spon-
s()Ied by that political I arty. ! I I 

(5) The fact that subsl'quellt to nomination the ~am\e o,f any per­
spn whp nC'minatcd a candidate under subsection (2~ (h) islstruck off 
the voter:; regi~{cr ~h:lll nul illva1.id:ttc !bc nc:n;hutiGii uf the candi-

, ,! , I 
date " I' ; . ! i 

• 
(6) No candidate may be nominated for,ciectioJl ill more than one 

ward N, in the case of a by.electioln, while he is n councillor. 
! I 

(7) ';\ voter shall nut be entilled to subscribe to more than one 
nnminati(ln paper i ' , , 

I 
~O.-{ I) Eyry candidate or his election r'eprdscntative shall at 

th~ tim, of hi, nominhtion deliver to the tetumingloffic9r-
, I, 

(n) a notninatil.n pa,per completed and e)(ecutcd III thc prc-
5cri\'o("<1 [prm: , I 

I I • I 

(I.) c,-ideocc, nr, ~ statutory del:larAtivn hy the eandi\late mode 
i-efnlC a lIIa!!iSlrat~ or a C(lnlmi,si(lner1f(lr naths, that ihe candi-I I I 

,I I 
(:\e·-- ! i' I 

, ' I 
; : 

(i) i< a cil i7i'n or Malawi alld has nltainc,\the lIIillil1llll11 ng" 
or twenty-one years; nnd I' I 

I I ' I ' 
(ii) i, ahle'to ,peak and to reallihe Ellg!i,h language wcll 

ennut:h tn take'an activc part in the proceedings of the cplIncil: 

"<1 I II. I. d ! (e) C"'I cnce t lat Ie IS reglstcrc I as a :votcr. ' 
. ,! I _ 

(2) TI,e rrluminr. (lmccr shall, ir'thc candidate or his election 
r~J'lc<cntali"(' so r(''1l1('.sk cxamine the nomination paper illid SliP" , I'!' ['",tin!! d,'cllrnrTlts <.,r tl1e calldidatc heforc the)' a're t(,lldeled an, • 
a"J ... i<e thc can"idatc~ or 'his electilln represcntative whethcr in his 

I 
0rinit'n Ih~)' :u('" ill

l 
nrdef. 



': I 

i 

I ' 

1 , , 
I 

Nn.2·1 I ~'('tJl (;'H'r1l1mrlll E/,.rr;oIlJ 
i ----:------------.- -- -- -----------------------'--1 -,-I __ t-. 

15 

, I 

r 1) -I h:'!"''''''';II1: "rricer <Ia"h. ~I II", ('arli,·,1 "dlHlIlllllily :Ind in 
;"1:; C:l<O:. t-.:f{lTC the cI{l~c or lhe pt:ri'Hf al~()w('tI tor IHlInillnli(Hl!':. 
:lChi<;'~ Ih·~ c:'!ntiid:1l(' or his f'k<:tiPll rC(lfes('nt:lli,;(" of :\I~y defcct in 

llie c.~"di(bIC·~. nnrnin,li"n I"p"r "j ~lIl'p(ll\ing ,\oCllrllCIIiSI nlll] thc 
ol1(hd~tc or hl< clttllt'n ICl'rcscnlall\'c rll~V. hcf"IC Ihc dosc of 
-'liCit !,~'[i("J. [('(lify tl;(' defcet. i: . I 

31. Whne a n0rninali"ll, 1"!Y.'f ,is oclivered if' cOllforrlliilY \yilh 
Ihis 1'1'11 and il is n'll, withdl',wn. I!ic candidatc shnll he deel1l~t1j 10 
.<tal1d nOl1lil1,tctl link,s the Ict"rning officer is .s:tli.sficti of Ihc cmi­
dioatc's death l'[ decides thai n;e nOlllin:hinn pnpcr is invnlid Oil OIl'C 
of the f,.'110· .... in\! \!IIIUnos. bill pn no olhcr grounos. 1I:tlllely-.. .. i ! i 

, I, , 
. (a).lhat the dCSClil'li(lI1 of llie cnnoJidatc is imufficiFnllo idclI-

IIfy.l\ll1\; ,I I 

rli) lhat Ihe n"lninat\"1l paper dlle~ nol cnillply with this I\ct; I 

(c) Ih'lthc nomination pape~ wasnollendcred within the time 
• ... _.1 I' 

J1fC$Crll."_'-': !, .; I 
(If) thaI any supporting Uocl\l1lcni rc.quired to nccontpan~ the 

nnmin~til'n r~rer ha~ n(lt l'-cen lodrcd wilth thc rcturning officer; 

(If I 1 ' 
(c) th~1 Ihe evidence d¢liyercd to thc returning! offider under 

seclit'n 29 0) is in.sllfficient. , 
32.-{ I) If. nfler the cl(lsC (If Ihe period allowed for norninnlio'ns 

I'UI lx:forc the rolling day. Ihe rCl:!mlng officcr is of Ihc (lpinion 
, I ' 

th:-It-: I I 
, I 

(0) a candidate whose nomil)aliqn p~pcr hns been lodged ~ith 
him ha$ nr.'1 c-een ouly nominated in accordancc wilh Ihis I\d or 
i< nN qll~lifiN f"r clection or has oblained nomination by fmud 

Invnlid 
nnl1linnlj(ln1: 

I 
I 

! ' I 
Rejected 
n(1min:'llifl"' 

, ' or fal~e pletences; .' ! I 
(/1) an)' symbol Of abbre,,'ialion s"e~ified in respcct of a candi- i 

dalc pm~uantlo r,Hagrllph (d) Of (r) of seclion 29(2) is indecent 
f'f nh~ccne ('[ is 1(>{1 compIn Of elaboralc to be feproduced 011 a 
ball"l paper or Sn closely resembles Ihe s),mbol of :lIly cnndidate 
Cl'lllc<ling Ihe elc-cti(1n in Ihe ,,;ald c(1ncerned or Ihc fecnglli7_ed 
''''IIlI,,,! '-" abl'le\'i~ti(1n of anothef cnm!idale or of any political 
r·"lt!·. !'lltel than the rolitical pall),. if nny. fo!r which Ihe cnndidatc 
c'~rl':~me<1 is standill\! "I which is spl1ns(lIing him as tIl be likely 
tC) C;)1J·"~ c(\nrll~i('O: (~r . t 

. I -
1,-) wh~l(, the n!'lIlinatil'n !,"!1{'r ~t~te~ that n candidalc is 10 he 

<1"'T1''''lcd It,· a r,,!ili"al; 1'''1)'. there iF reason to helie"c Ihnl fact 
Ie; IH'I {rllO:: pr ; I 

(,fl IJ,~ dq',,<it Id~ll,.d 1" ill ~(,clil'n ~7 \Vns 1I(1l llndgcd \\'ilh n 
c:lllrlid:1'':,''"1;: rlfllllil1:ltit'H I':lpl'r: or \ I 

; I 
I, 
I 

! 

i , , 

r -, 
.' 
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1,: " ,-:1I1did:lIC j, I1fll '1,,;diricll ror eleel Oil ill Ih~1 elecli!1J]' or I I', I' 

(;-, a ..-"nd;d:;t~ iha" he(,11 duly il\)l\lill~lcd ror elecliol1 for " I ;'Hl1~tbci ·",'=ltd. i 

'h,: rCl\lIl1in!: ,'flil!c) ,1",11 rorlh",ilh !lllliify such dandidalc or his 
I - ' I, I" I r I " I ' 

t' '':(!l~''n (l"I'ft""I1I:\1IYt'-gl"o'1111! I Ie rl'a~lIIlS or ~tlC , OpltllOll, :lI1( . Ir 

'" ":'1'",<\,:.1 by Ill,,' ";",,lld"'e ~r hi~ eireli"n [(:l'leSCl1lalivc,! \1'1' 
""t\IfPi"f.: <'ffin"I,luli dr:\I~' "I' ;";,, sign ~I sl:llc,nclllllr 11I9 r:ll'lS al1d 
hi,; pJ'ini'\Tl h:1".::("d Ilwf"{111 :IIHllr:lI1Sllli( it. logether with (he IHl I11il1:1-

!;"" ;';'I"'r ;",,1 :111)' 1",'IIilil,!,tl' or affidavil wllid, has, hrrll 111\i~',I'd 
·.·;i~tl '.11l"h "",n;lIalill11 l'al't"F- In lilt' 1~l"J!i~(r:lr pr the 1 iigh Ctlilit ror 

1~·:1~iuj· ~1,,:1 ,h-cio.:i'\lIll y1 till' Ili,!h ("111111 al lilt' e;tllit'~1 (l)1polt:l1lily: 

:md :1, \:nl':' "f ,1H' "lat:'IIlCl1t ~h:lll. at the!~:tllll' tiJlll'. he deliv("u'd 10 

lb·.: t-::ndid:\h: 01 Ili~ dr:ti'rl1 J'jl'lC.:sC'lItalivc and to the Cllltlllllj~~inl1. 

i 21 If "" I"qlleq i~ '''~'':. Illllirr sllhsccli,in (I) Ihe J~llIlid~le ~hall 
h. .... de'f'IH("t1 nl't I~' h:lvC' \lt~(,11 dulv lloll1ill:ltcd. 

I' , 

I ( ,~ J '11,,' II i gh ,e \ 'Ill I lll:l Y call ror fll rt her in f llmlal i lIlI J [("I, I he per, 
<,'n llIa\:i,,!! Ihe'relJ'IrSl \'r frl',,, Ihc leluming officer, I ! 

(,1"1 ll,e lIi!!h COllrt shall :lftcr "elc""ill~lion of Ihe mailer dirc\'1 
th,' '~t"r"in<! "fficer In ;ieeepi 01 10 rcjeci Ihe nOllliliulion ami Ihe ,- , 
'~lI"!li,,~ 0fficer "ha" comply with ,1Iclr direclion, , 

(~l Whell: a"y n,:,mi":1lion has (lcen referred 10 Ihe High COIIII 
,,:;.Jcr 11." r:· .... isi"n~ "r Ihis secti",,; Ihe proceedings under ,eclinns 
"~, ~J ~n.J Yi "hall he suspcnded p~n"ing "elerillillalion of II,Hi mal· 
l~!"_ I 

((',1 \"ilh()ul "erngalion frdlll subsection (I). Ihe relUming of ricer 
<!",I! n"l I~ke IHe ~cli0n lIntl1r Ihat ,1Ibseclion solely on aceounl of 
~~:" min'.'r ','a,ialion betwccn'lhc naille of any per~on as it appears 
"n lhe ""f1linali01l ~nd ~s i! :lrpears on \he voids rcgisler ir Ihe 
Ic,',m;,," "(,,,'f'r is 'e~""""I!11' salisficd Ihllt Ihe varialiol; i, duc In 
.111 crT\~r ~or i5 witlHHl1 ~igl1i;ric~lIcc. I I , , 

" I 
,:1,', if:ll the enJior the i'cr;od allowed for nominali,on no ca"di-

(~~\.~ !t~, ':-·:;1.?11 dul\' n()lnina\cd raf a \V~rd, Ihe r.nI111n!~~ir:'!! ~!!:!!! by 
11'.'iic~ r!ll'li,kd i'n Ihe C;n~ctic, ('xtl,'nd Ihe period,for Ihe receipl by 
~h·:; r':'t;~1!ljn~ 0.fficp (,f nhmill:ltiolls tn :1 ddlc (1C'\ later,tilnn ~cvcn 

~ " I I I 
d:1:,', kf0"~ Ihe 1,,-,lIing lby, I 

3~, If ~I the end "r Ihe period ~lIowed for nomipajion Ih~re shall :: 
t~~ Pfll:-' (',n~ ca"diJ~!(' dilly nomina!ed ,in a w~rd. ,the (eiliming orr;- \' 
c'~r <h"ll !,lIblich' '\kcbre Ihalj cal\didale 10 he el,celcd ol)d shall I' 
j",,·,C'di,l!C!" l!tcrn[trr i"rn'llI Ihe C(>llImi,sion of 'I he n~llle of Ihe 
+:.~!r,! r",,;li,hIC ",,<I Ihe "';lfd r"r \i'hich lie I a" brcn cl('clcd, and , ' 

-:1':!\ · .. ::I1~·~id;~li: dl:lll1hdfl:t1I'nl1 he ~ illt'lnhcr (1 the cOl1ncil. 

I , 
I 
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i 35.-1 I. \\'h~n 1,,'(1 N InNe prr,tH1, llave hC,(,11 duly I1drnil1aled n~ 
'c:1ndid)I,~.< r~'r clrcl;('n ill :lily \\':11 d., Ihe lelllming offi~er ill ~lIch 
w:1rd <!1'111. ;1< ~)"n :1< pr:lclic:lhlr:lflcr Ihe ('lose of the period for 
n0111il1a:i(.ln. d!:'"Cl:uc ~Ild gi'''C' Ill'ticc tha\ a poll i~ 10 be iiik(iij 
~t'<1ting--

III) Ih~ 1J;"l>~< "r lite clllllid",,:s ill "1"h,,l,t'liral Illdel' or SIll· 
i n;'1ln~.(:~ I 

Ih) t11': d~:- N d~y, ,~lld times, as declared hy the COl11l11i~~ion 
lInd"r <!'clif'n ~~. <'n ,·:·hicll Ihc,I'oll shall he h~ld: nl1d 

kith!:' l<:><:alit!l1 "f Ihe pl'lIing ,laliol1!'r stalloll~, 
(2) The: rctlllTlill£ ,,[[i c(' I may. with the cOllsellt of the 

COllltlli" jpiq . "h-:f 111;- r,n· .. i~iplI' p[; puhli,r nnlil'c given undcr !\tlh~ 
,,,elinll (I) f.·.lr'lhe 1'1II1''''C p[ ["lfilli,,!! IhJ leq"ircl1,cnls (If Ihis Acl 
a'HI. ,111j' ,,!d, aliClal;"" ,h"I1I", !,"hli,hed t Ihe samc 111:1II1I('r a.s Ihe 
tlnll'::(",. I 

)(,,_ .. ( 11.'\ "atall'\' ill Ihe mrlllhcrshipiof a cOllncil v;-hich exl'I' 
(,th~nl.·i"·~ th:m Ilv f(';,.r'lI pf ;\ di~q'llIti(l1l1 of Ih~ C()lIlltil ~hnll he . . ' 
rul'li"h·~d r:-' tho:- Cpll11nissiPll h~' notice, III ll1e 

r i 
C:1l1"C (' t"~ ";ll::1ncy_ 

(;"~rl/r stnling Ihe 

I 
(2) If-I, I 

I' , 

(,:} '.·:itl,i(l r('!If~{,':l1 d:'l\-~ nr tliC.I'"hlic:itjoll hr a lIoliL-e f({cl'lcd 
, I . , I l' II I I. I I I 

(r.' Hi c;.uf·t.~~'·:.-tl!l21 ~ l,l l'C' p(,'r:::oll to ,t,' 'rHIl tie l10tlce n: at9~ la~ 110t 

rr~<cT1:~d ~ ~rili"" 1(1 Ih~ Ili~'h C(ll1rt ,eeking an ('Ordcr dcclnring 
th~1 h-:.- 1::1" unt ,[{,,~I~':'-t1 10 1'\(" ~ ITlctllhcr (If Ihe c01lncil; or , 

(h) ~rl~r I'rc'<~II;i:lg ~ l'{'lilinn rdened 10 in I'ara!!rnl'h (tI): iI,b 
p-:-ti:j-:,d~~ h:, hi~ (,',l,·n dcf:luh d'p~!' not rro!'cclItF hilS petition ,,:'ith· 
in f{'~;!i~~n ua!'~ t,f p!c.::'r'ntiI1I;. "the petititl(l~ ;lnd I ;1 

1('" "fl~r h~:1rin!= !k 1'~lili(ln, Ihc High Court r,:-onfirnls Ihe oec· 
hr7!~il'n pf !h~ C-:'I1~THic..~ipl1. I I' I 

I"'? l~q:i<"~r of rio" Iii,:" C"'IT'I ,1o:Ii [o"'h,,,ilh !!ivc nolice lof Ihal 
f;lel (~.) r.h~:- C(\;~j!11i,(:'il~!1.! 1 

{.'.1 If. :-!f~,::,r lir:uill!= :l I'eliliflll referred 10 in s\lh~ccti()11 ('{). 11,1e' 
I, Ili;:l1 C."",; "n\:~' "n 0l1kl \kclari,~!'. Ih~1 Ihe I'clilit1n~r ha, n'ol 
i ,e;'~'1 .!~ ',,~ ~ m~I:!"'~' (·f I"" CI>II11(-;1. the Re!!islrnr ot Ihe Iligh 

C---':'J: .. t ,L::! r-:'~1h·,'.-ilh r:"·~ nC'ljc~ flr th~t .f~ct tn the Conl1l1i!'!'inll.l 
wh" -<!n!! ;".,I.'ji'" 3 ",:,!;re in tI;c Ga:cT1~ Slnling Ihe ~ffcct of Ihe 

I '" 1 I' , e'l (lrL-~r ("i ~!l:' • 11=11 {,~HL i \ j ! 

i ,!) '\1;:, C'''''l:;"j,.'" <h311 k Ic,p~ndl'nt ('Oil Ihe hearing of n peti. 
,i ~i(lll ro:fcr:--:J t:- i!lI:.H1·'c--cliPll (2). .. I 

!1 ,i :, .' I • 

J7.-~ 1) .-it 11l~ .<~"": 11In~ ,1' !!r n(llllln~tl(ln pnl'er ror n c~f1lh· 
d"t~ " j", !~~:!, :k'~ <;',:111 k d~I'n,'itctl \",itll Ihl' [clurning officer hy 
n[ 1"1:: ~1"::;1.~!; ':-f t~l::- ;"'~r:;;('n l1p!nili:l~~U, ,;u:rh ~llll\:l~ Itl;lf' he fixrd:hy 
t:;'.?('·-'::l'":'~~:~~;~ ii' , , 

i 
. I 

" 

i ' I 
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rl{>C~(hIlJ 
whrn pf!li If! 
he held 

i 
i 

~r<'dnl rrl",j. 

!:irtnt ,,·il" 
rr~rcrl In i 
hy.rkrlironf 

r 
I kr(ltil ~ " 
nf'lminal nn 
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! , I 
(2) If 1 r0111'I;c~ "bee for, Ihc \\'~rd conjcmed, "IC slim dcposil­

ed umkr ~\II',celi{ln (') ,h~II, lin Ih<.: casc of a candidale whq has '0,1, 

l~ f"rfeileu. ') I I , I 

(:<,1 If 3 poll fOf I"q ward ~on\:cmcdl does IIllllakq pia.ce, Ihe sum 
d-q'''<ilcd llnt].:r suheclion ('), shall be rerqnuable 10 Ihe payee. 

W;,1-.~n"" "I i 3i!.-( I) S"I',ic-cllo Ihi~ scc;ion, IJ ullly nOlninaleu r.amJiuale ror 
H",;;"'''< cle-clinn for a "\'~r" ,Ina), wllhdraw hi~ llominal~ion al allY lime bcfclre 

Ih~ polling d:1:.. I , 
(2) ,\ wil"ur~w:l1 of a c~ndiu~le unuer slihseclibrl (I) sh~1I be 

j'! cITc':IC'<! b:. me-,ns (',f J wrillen I~oli~cal,ion 10 Ihe [elliming 9f1iccr, 
,ignd h:. Ihe candi(I~le pcrsonilly, anu Ihe relumilig office'r shall 
no:ify Ihe Commission in wliling. I I 

o i Where ~ C:lllIlidalq has! wilhdratvn hi; nolninalion linuer Ihis 
<'0-:1;"11 the s1Im dern,sileit hy or nn his heh~lr,linldcr seclion 37 sh~1I 
tv: r,."r·2ilnl and I'"id' inl~" Ihc ConsolidalcO ['illld. 

I 
(.: I In Ihe (,,<Till or a qlldid~le wilhclrawillg his'lIol\lillnlion lII1<kr 

thic:. c;,·:t:!i'~J.l. flH: 1\'~llIllIini of ricer ~hall take nll.'\\lch SI\:PS il!\:nrc fC:t-
ii, I 

'('n:"d,l ... rr~lcti"::lhl(' hl cn~tlrc thilt- I I' 
. i 

ro) Ihe- ,,\'ilhdra\\'~1 is hrooohl 10 Ihe allenlil)n of volers in Ihe . eo I I 

'.I,':1rd: :lrflil I 11 1 ! 
, ,I 1 

(!,) 'he 11~l1le of nie candidale who ha~ wilhdrawn isi cithcr 
(,1!line,1 or f,kIcICd froill a,lI balhit papcr~. I 

, , 
[,,",n.,{ 39,-{ I:, Ir 'ihe re-Imming O£TiCCI of n ~~rd is salislieu Ihal a doly 
c:!~<!j,~::~~ nn~liin;"!t-::-d C:l1IlJiJ:lIc r~'r clcc~ion in th:'l ward died before the close 

pr !h': I'ell '" Ih,[ waJ:d, he ~hall SlOp all rroceeding~ relnliilg I~ Ihe 
eke[i,,·n in Ih"l ',qr,l and fOllhwilh no[ify the Corn'mission of Ihat 
r",cl. : i I 

Ci \'.'hcle--- Ii' ! 
I C' i ., . , Ii .f I I .f I, '.1 .f' (a) t I(~ Onl(nl~~IOn I!\ S:1I1~ leu t lat a uU y nOtlllnnteu cnllul-

dJ!~ fer elcc[i,'n for n ward died berore Ihe poll commenceu pr,pr 
[he ['('II has cC'mlllenced, berore Ihe close lhereof; I ' , ' 

I 

(b llhe !,rcxe-eding~irelaling 10 an eisclion ror a ward have been 
5ICn--eu under suhseclion (I). Ihe Cdmmission shall, so rar as 
c'mcem< Iha[ ward,ldedl~re: Ihal ~I! prO<jeeuings rflaling I~ Ihe _, 
ekcli')n in [hal waru arc void anu Ihal alii proceedings relaling 10 ~~ 
Ihal r1~li()n shal! be comrnem:::u arresh in Ihe snme mal)ner as ir \. 
a ','Jeane\, had occurred: i . , I 

, , : 
F'r'.,vide-d Ihal n(1 rrcsh n0minalion shall be necessary iiI Ihe case 

d:1 c;,,,di,j,,lc wh" "':IS duly nOlllinaleu al Ihe lillie when Ihe proj 
(~'odi,,~< '·'''cr': drchled I void ir such cAndidale or his cleclion 
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PART V-CAMrAIGNING I 

I ! 

.. \11 cantlid3tc~1 shall Ila\'e Ih~ righl to campaign lin an c,leF-

I 
~ 1. F,:"r Ih~ r'urF'~e of Ihis' Ac: tlle rlCriod of c~mpaigning bv 

, I I' .' 
c-'·?r.' C3ndi,JJle lIn-dcr Ihis P:lIt ~h~1I be ~ period of I:WO /Tlonlhs clos1 
ing r0rt::.-;:ifht h011G !'efNc the or,e'ning of Iht: poll' op Ihc lirsi 
r',-::i!ing ,b:,': , i 

, , I' 
I'r(l-"ilbJ Ih:]( in the ca,t (If the firsl eleClion sud!, period shall be 

(,r any uurJlion clQ5ing f(lrly·eighl 1101I~S before Ihe opening of Ihe 

19 

Ca,mp"iltning 
~yicDndld'le, 

r~nrvj -:::-! 
campaigning 

roll (In Ihe lir;t pol.ling day. Ii,. i. 'i. I, 
~2. ~'.er:" public officer ~n~l puphc entlly or aulhorlly shall give EquRllrcDI. 

~nl of I 
amll~~ '~~n to gi·.e equal trealmenl to fll can~lidales 10 en~ble e~ch c.ndid"c~ 
c:lndidale to cl)nduct his camp~ign freely, 1 I I I 

·13. E"'cr:, candiu:lte allu' e\'Cry reprcscntative or
l 
supporter the 

candiua'e .<hall enjoy complete and unhindered freedom of ex pres, 
<ion and infomklli0n in the e~ercise of the right to campaign undet 
Ihi< Act and n0 ~r;(\n shall, dllri,jg o'r arler the period of carn­
r:1igl1in~. 1·<: 5ubjN:'ICd ttl an)' crif1li,II~1 pnlScclition fori any statcment 
11-: lT1:1dr. or :'1n~ .. nrininn he hrltl {'i~ :lily c:\~l1p:1iE!tI l11htcrial he pro~ 

; duccd, ruhli,hed or r(lsses<eu while dmpaigning in the! election: i 
rrn','id,:d Ihal n" [1Cr"nn shall in <[alllraigning in an cleclion use 

langl.l:'~c ',',.";c.h is innarnmat.o!,);,. def~I1l~lpry or i!lSulling or, which, 
con'I,III!O:-.< !11(!lemenl tn ruh"c dlSNder, Iri~urTl-cllon, hale, Violence 
D'r \V3L 

I 

rreedom ('If 
exprc$$lon I 
Md I 
informnlion 

-14. F"cn· candidate ~lId ~ny rcr",-.selltati\'~ or SUPllortcr of the Fr«rlom or 
c:lndid.,:·:-! 't1!.~t1. cilhcr ;'lrl1n~ ("Ir in CPI~1tn(",n with olhcrs, enjoy COll14 M'tr'lI1hly 

rl~l~ anclllnIJil1{krro freNlr'lll (\f peaceful as~el1lbly in campaigning 
in :1ny ctct:ti0n. I ; I 

~3. TI,-e C('mrnis,icm Ill~)' ~rescribr. a corle of conduct 10 be Cooe of 

c">m['lid '.,·ith by e-,'cry candidate in conducling,his campaign in an condu\:\ 
e!cc!.ic:-n. t ; 1 , 

.j(,. No r-~r'5<:'n ~hJiI tlC'IJ,~ campaign mceling under this Acl in 
. h' I 'r ' nr ',\'It III the rr~nll~cs 0 - I 

ra) ,,,ililar.,·' unit, 01 rc-lice slalions; I 
I 

,l,; i,.,h!i': ins:iluli0ns and \\'orkpla~&s during normal working 

i I 
(,.\ ·:'!::.:J';"r1JI instil\lti('n~ duril1g reriods qf cla~scs, , , 

i 

Prohibiled 
pllK'e1 for 

Icompnigning 

" " .. 



i 

i' 

I 
llJ /,"'10/ (;,.JlT/tJI"rIJ, I:·/t·.ctioll,t Nil. 2.,1 
-----.:'-------.. ,-._- --1-.. ! 

i I 
·l~. _. { ! I 1' .... ,., y, l':IIHlipalc ~hall havc Ihe righl 10 Iqve the ~lIh· 

q:!~l':::- "1 hi" C:lllip;lign: p(ol';lgaIlJa r,cportco ~Il Iclc\~isiol1 news, 
[""el'·.' lIC.\' !""!,'lcafl< "flhe Malawi nroalka~liilg Corporalioll and 
in any n~w'I'al"t'r ill ciTlIlali~n in I\lalawi: i 

, 'I ' I'll'"idni Ihal ill Ihe ca.<e of Iclevis on nbvs andne'Ps brl)adca~l~ 
h,,, !k M:"a·,~'i n,,'adca~ling Corporal ion- , 

. ii' I 
(.:1 Ihc ""111<:111 (If 11111.' news shall he prnfessiojlally deicnnincd 

!'Y lile- 1(·I(".'i~i(jn sial ion amI Ihe Malawi, Droadcasling 
C·· I I 111 ;'t~r:l1It"'n: t 

Ii I I' , 
( i, 1 Ik 1<:I('v;si,,'n sblinn and (he Mala)vi Drbalica<lin!! 

C"'I''''''li''l1 shall ,m:linlain neulralilyiin IIle manner uf reporting 
'h-.- n,:"" "f Ihe ca'mpaip.n propaganda of candidales <1I1l1 general-
h' in li"'ir Il'I'l1nl1cnlarick: iii 

1,,1 n,'.' C,"llInission ~hall 1110nilor stich news broadcasls ant.! 
<h:,ll en'I"',' "'III:d 1,1ews covcrage on Ihe campaigning by all Ican-
t1it1,11':~: : 

'id)!a L""uli,ble shall be enlillet.! In make commercial adverti~c-
m':l1l fnl his c~ll1l'aigl1, I , , 

; , , 
~ !1 ., ~\I' ,'PII1111i~~iIl1l Iliay. ,hy nn:lI1gCII1CIl( with lh'cl f\1:11:l\vi 

llr.-:,.tI":l,til';t. ("'llrpfll:lIinn. allndale (ill1(" on (he radio during. \vhieh 
c,:!:1i";lh"'~ 11!;IY ht' :1 IIn\\'l!tI10 ~peak ill c:lI11(,aignill[! fllr:111 elecliPIi 
;1n" d,-:: C."l'l11;<.o;;,j(lfl o;;,h:'d'lall{lc;IIC (,<Junl linlL' 10 evcry candidate, 

(~I 1'''1 'hc I'\lrl'".e~ ,,'If Ihis ~ccli(1I1, "calll'paigil propaganda" 
. " / f 'f' . 1''''::ln~ :\1': ;":i,·, :'y. ~lalC'IH('l1t or allY ol,ler orin (1 C'xl?r(,~~I{l11 :lllll· 

{tlf: di!~'T'I:l' 0' il1dilcctl~' 1:11 J1rOll1otill~ votc~ for :lily c:llllJida1c CPIl· 
":<.1 :11[. in :111 ell.'ll inn. 'j I I 

Ii, ' 
I ! I 

J~, I "" in!! ,he call1Nign pcrind ~ny candidalc lIlay puhli'h 
':::"'pigll ",alclial, in Ih~ for'11 of books, bonk leis, palllphk". 

r"'~C"'~', -1: kof1~«. !Il'p7ine<; ,'rl' new<;paptr<; alld shall, i:n any, such publica-
. 'r I. I rr: ' 'd I' f I' d'·1 t!t'rJ. ~p.,,'(: :; P:lf11Clt :us stJ 11t:lent to I en!1 Y 11C call

1
luatc. 

C.l'''r''j p 
r,'~'!: c:'"t i . , , 

C 1:-;"",:, to 
:i:-: : -<~- l 

, 
J'I. 'lllL' District C(lllllnis<;ioller shall design.al~ placss or spaces 

in r~:n; c,r I,i, di:sl~ici on which'fna), be P?slcdi or af!l:l:eo ca~npaign 
m:1lcflal< "f ondldalc, a Ill! every! camlldale shall be cnlHled :10 
<:'1',::11 :l'.Te~< 1\' <l1ch place or sil:1cc. I' i~, 

, I ,: 
::n, r:'''~1 \' cll1di~IaIC lI1ay, for \he pmpo~e or financing hi<; can:. 

r'Ol~". ~I'I'~"I r',:r aild receive vnlllniary conlribulions from :lny 
i::,',', idl10l "f on:.' nl'''-g(lvcfllmcnlal organi7.alion or olher privale 
"r~~'~i;,:'!ti('n ill nr 0111,idc ~1:1I:twi. 
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I',wr VI--I'(1ILNI'; SI"\I~ml' '" 

~ 1,--( I I The C"n\lni~<i"n <ha!1I c91ahlish 1 polling ~IAlions 
1I"''''r.li • .'UI Ih~ HCJ,uhlic nnd Iht'IC shallllx: at, least one polling 
<Ioli"l1 rnrc· .. ~r:,· l~gi<lelcp cenl~e e<tablislied IIndeq section 121 

(2. ,\11 r"'"il1~ <lalinns <hall \l~ cSlablished and located ill pI\lhlic 
l'lIil!!i,,?-<. incl""in!; <d",,,I<. (''',,,"mnit)' or soci;11 halls, a(,ll1lini<lr~-
!i·,.,:('fr;c~s d the (jo\'clnt,lIenl or local au\hnr.ilies b111n91-

! : " • ,Ii . I" 1 ' 
!1I1 al a n1Jht~r)' \11111 or pohce sta IGn; I 
Ii'l ;" " res;,hltial hllildi,,/!:, I i 
(,-'I in a !>"illl;lI!! ('I('cllpicdl hy ;i pillilicall'any; 

(,(1 in pcmi,cs whel, alfoholic drinks arc or~inarily ~old or 
c{)n~lJfn,,:'d: I . 

(,-) placc< (lr w(',sl~il' or dFdicated to wor~hip; and I. 
, . I - I' I I I II! I I ",: ~ lO~Fl1J ~ (It ot 1er lca ( 1 centres. I j I 

i," n~ C','l1l111i,s;on ,Iiall. herorle the polling day, publish in the 
,';, .. :-' ::, :tnJ ill 1l'('le than ('ne issue or a Ile\\'spap~r ill gcneral,circu­
bti'~[1 in !'obla',"i and by r.ll.li.')1 announceme'nts tal1d by any-' other 
nrr"'T,ialc means Ihe names! or all I'lace~ throllgil1(lut Malawi al 
which r'011ing "Jlions have hccn ~;:tabli~bed, I 

Ii - i " ! 
"52.--,/!) 1l1~ ~l'Il11llis<inn:'h~1I ~rl'Oinll'olling ~talion orricers in 

i·< , .. ,-:;,:,~ wh,,,c dill" ,h~1I he 10 administcr the proceedingsjnt 
r('Pil1~: <.f:1t:fm". inclllliing !noll"" i';Ulklll:uly' lh<t ca~til1l! ilr voIC!'. 
~!:(~ 1·' 1.."!UH1( I!I-: \'nICe;;: t":1~1 al !pollil1J! !'Ialiolls. 

f.~~ ·Ih~ COpt:ill1ic::c.:inll <;11:111 po,1 ;11 ("~Iefy polling slatioll at 1C":t!'1 
fi'.,' {".l!ill!! <I~'i"" "ffir,'" "",. p( ,'.'ho,11 the C'1nlll1if~ion ~hall d,cs-
i .. ,,,,.-= a' ;h~ l'r~'idi"g (~rr;,.cr fnr Ihal polling sl:ition ~nd nl leasl bllc 
(If '.,h·"" <h~1I l>c n I"""'" ahle III spcak li.e lallgllngc COlIlll.Ollly , , 

~!'(lh:'!! in ~hc :Ht-:"I nf Ihe ["pllil1g stalinn. I 

r 1) I"'"in!! ~'Jli(ln ,,[Ticers ril';ty the ~l'p.'linlCd from amongsl per-
I . ,! rr; I .1 tI "(Y'~ 'sll'~ ~cr"'··N :t~ rC'[!It:::(r:llmn {'I Iccrs an< cvc'!fy person :1PPOIl11(" 

n< a r~'"in£! <Iali('n officer ~h;tll rcceive vocalional training in his 
duti~<;. - Ii' I 'I' 

5.1. E';cry p<'lIin? sial ion officer shall. on the polling day, report 
for -,\,:,k at the rr"lIin!.! ,lali0n' not latcr than thirty minutes bcrqre 
rh,~ "J',,:ning lirn~ fN II~e c~Slin!.! or Jotes at that polling station ~nd 
:1t an: .. gi';en lim~ 0r Ihe rolling day Ihere ~hall be a majority of 
['<oiling Slali(ln ('fTicrls allendin!! to their busin~ss at the polling 

• 

('('lIinr. 
~1~lilln .. 

rollin~ . 
1~1:"ifln 
offic("t'I 

I ' I 

W(lrking 
hOIl~ ror 
rolling , 
~13lion ; 
oflic('t'I : ~ 

" 

I' 
" 

54. The CClIlrni«ir'n shall en~urc. ill dllc lime. thai polling sla- w"'~ i'em, 

I,An <>fTicer< ~lle"c:f)' p,)lIing ~1"li(ln are SI'i'l'lied wilh all nece~~ary :~~,!::~Iing 
i! ..... rn". n~JnC'i~;- : nfTiccr<o; 

I , : 
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i ; 
, . I 

",', "" "',Ikillioidl e,'I') of Ih·: voiersi reg.istcr pf the loters 
r~~'iqt'fc" 3\ Ihe (l'hlre ~cf\'ed hy the polling. st~tion: 

(/'i Ihe I'lli"t l'''I'ers fN p,e hYI voters in c~sting their vote,~; 

tel thc h,II"t h'nes; , , Ii' 
tdllh~ s~"I" s~;l\ill!! wax,and cnvel(ll'~s for the votes; I 
(~) indelihle- ink; 'i • • I 
1/ I record shects fnr tl/e rdconl reqnl[('d under sectIon 77; 

t,tl a spc·cial conlainer'lo he p(1sitionell.in the polling b00th into 
-.,hidl a ""Icr shall lIep,(1sit Ihe, hallot pa~er; 

(hl a 1:H11[' or blll!,s 10 h~ lit'and used for/counting votes at I\,e 
c1{o<c (1f the Pl,ll: I 

Ii) a 11'£-b00k in which fo rllla I COIllI)I~ints under section 7J • . I 
.shall be re-wrded, ii, ! 
~~. Presipil1g ~,rric{"r~ 31 pnl1ing ~t~ti(H1~ ~nd. :~ g6r.diCiL the 

C"rnmissi('Il<hall he responsihle for creating ~nd guaranteeing nil 
, "'c<:c"ar'; and illdi.s"en~ahlc condition~ ror the cu~tody. conserva· 
I ., r ! 

'li0n. <oc",i!,- :ind invjnlability orlhe ilclm ~peci£ied in section 54. 
incl>.lding InC'IF pJrticularly the 113IIot p~pers and ballot boxes. 

. I 
::Ii.-£ I \ E\-cry c~n~id:lIe sh~1I ha~e the right 10 monitor the 

,,·('ting rr('ce~~ ~t ['I,lIing st~tions ~nd slwll do so through his d~sig. 
rblcd rerresen'Jti"'cs who ~h~\1 be nhtified to the Commissiorl in 
wriling 5recif:,'in~ their n~mes a'nd thc'polling stations to which they 
or': t,' t-c assi!=.ncd, :tnd in the a!,scnce of such notification by any 
candidarc i, shall t;.: presumed that the c~ndidnte does not desire to 
fl1"rl!I"r tbe .... ')tinf, rrocl''' ~t th~t polling st~tion_ I : 

12. "n)l:' Cflfl1ll1issinn shall i~sl1c to every riers(1n d~signated as ~ 
r':rfcscnlali\'e of a ondidatq pnder suhsection (I) a dOC(ll\,cnt fjf 
'.knti!:. jf~ the r'rf·~nil~ .. t1 r(lrt1il~ i . I ! 

:; i. - -n J I~ cpr t'scnl.lji \'l'S of l'?ndiilates shall loa ve t he right.-

, (0) tn I,~ I'I('SCIII at the poll'llg sthtinns allll to nccupy the ncar· 
~q seat, "r I'nsit;"u,s tt' thf !"'"ing station omccrs fO as to he able 
r" f1]('niiN all ,he ril'cration~ rcl.lting to the ~asting and coullting 

I (t r . .-~~\:. ... ,,: , ' 

,H ". "'C!if:; n.,,1 inspect. I'cr,,!l' the heginnin!! "fitlie casti:ng or 
lil~ "'<:-t-:<, tire ball"t, ho,es a:ld th~ polling booths;, ' 

(cj t':1 ferj'.!Cst and "h,ain rfol" tlJe pblling ~tati~',) officers any 
inrf.'fTll:lt;c·n ... d,ich they c()lI~iddr nC'cc:~~~ry ,relnting

i 
to the voting 

p"'co« "m] the cf'llnting of the vote1: I, 

!;J\ 1(.' t·~ rnnt;,lIl!c(1 ~~~{'lIt 'any flt1C~tiol1 rniselt on the operation 
,I '.\;e [':'iling ,"",i"n whelher during. the ca<;ting or the cOllnting 
"f 'I)·' ,.,,,:.,.' , ,- . - ". ! 

... ··l i~-\ c~';n,~dl ,J!::..~ v0t7'rc:: rC'gi~tcrs:ll :lny time.' 
1 

.' 
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---------------'-- , 
of c~lIdidJlcs. sh~1I havc Ihc following, , , 

i I ; , 
(2) R~l'rcscnl~liYcs 

uUlics- , 
, ! I I I' , I 'I ,'If rll) 10 acl con~Clenl,om )' am llljeCII\'c y If! IIC C,'CrcISC 0 

their riglot~ nnder'this SIXlitlll; i 
( pl In co-o['Cral~ wilh rollin!!ist~lioll 0fficers in Ihc operalions 

r~h'ling 10 the ca~in!t ~nd coulliing of Y(lICS; 

(r) I',' refraih fri)m ihlc-rfering ulljllslilirhly and in bad failh 
'gj,lI the dlllics "f the polli'i/! sl~linn officers so as 1101 to dislttrb 
11ot' rf('CC~S of c;r"ing and cOlllllin!! Ihe votes; 

IdJ IQ m,inlain Ihe secrecy of Ihc ,ballod 
, , I' 

P,\P.T '.'11-TilE \' on; AND TilE VOTING PROCESS 

5R.l( 1.1 1l.c right of A person 10 V~IC in Ihc eleclion shall bc 
c~c~ci<d indi·,'idu:llly hy hilll and he shall bc required 10 bc iphyAi­

cally rrcscnl.' ii' i 

(2; \'oting .<hall t>e hy ~ecrel balloll', i 
(}) ,\ ... oter shall t"! enlitled lu ca~1 his vOlel only ollce alld one 

re~S(ln ,hall ha"e (lne ,'Ole, I 1 I I 'i 
I , 

59 ',-( I? S~b.iC"C1 10 ,uhsec.lion .<~). a r;crsoh shall br. nllory~d 10 
ncrc"c 1"$ flghl 10 ~'ole al a tpoliing ,Iallon localed at :Ihe regJSlrn~ 
tion c~ntre where he i, registere·d, I 

(2) If il is nut po;:,ihle for a person (0 volc at a polIing,sta\ion 
1,'Calclhl Ihc r~gi,lr:lIinn cenlrc where hc is rqgis!cred, the rcgistra­
:i0n "mc~r cf th;H centre or 6ther uuly a~tho'riz~d officer may. on 
the rC'lu~$t of 5uch per,on. granl him wrttlcn authori.zalion in Ihc 
rr~.,cr:l:o(:d r(mn to ""Ie at a polling slat ion Ibcalcd' in ,the place 
where h~ will f:.c pcsenl on Ihe pollih g da), ~nd in thai casc thc 
mll;II" <t~t;"n "flicer< a! '\lch! oll,'er poll in!! ~talioll Shilll reconl in 
l!l-:' 1T1=1:ln-:;r r'ro:c::rih .. ,:-J h\' lite COIIlITli!'!'inn in writing his n:llne, (he , , . 
nllml,,, "f hi. ',"('Ier< rq:i<I'i"ion c"lifit:alc and Ihc place of hi~ reg-
i~tr:1\ipn. _ Ii,' I 1 ;', . 

Ii,}, II) '!l,e ("('Illll,;«i"n '!,all :Hr:lIl!!C for the prinling of ~lIrli­
ci":'nl ql1=lnlili~"-c:: 0r h:1i1r.t p:1{"'!'r~ for c:llldidnlcs: rn~ election ns. :l 

('f)'lfl'~'i!!"r f'n ',1, he!! c:l:;li! be I'rilllt'~1 clc~rly al1dilcg~bly. ill rcsp<.~ct 
"f e:dl c:1IldidJ!':, hi, nome (If an hbhrcyiatioll thercof ~nd hi~ clcc­
I;('n <:.",1:<-1, :l~d ,t:ch "ther par1ic\llar~ :1.< Ilhc Conllni~sion may 
(kt~n.;'il'·~ I"~ i,knlif'" hi,,\ di,tincth' frblll olher candidates, ' 

. I .. 1 
I . 

Ii I, 11>':' (>Illllli«;nll ,1,,11 ('~Iahli,h nile volillg h(loth or l1\ore at 
t":1 /:h r.(·-lIir1~ ,::lIi('n :ln~ :l ,"('ling I)rl()tt, sh:-tll he c{ln~tnlctcd in. stich 
.1 '.1;"1', 0~ 'll ,'':!o;'{'tl ~ ·.·"'!~r (Ti'rn r'lhSCfv:HiPfi when h'c is c;"Istil;g hi~ 
':~~!,:, ·:~:~'~·"rdi:t§: 1(' hie: chf.'ice:cnrl.~i,O:;lcl1t willi tile doctrine of secret 
i~ :lll (Ii ! 

! 
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I J 'I , 11, ~~:= ./Ht/~_[_:r_'_"_.'(_;(_"_"_' _________ N_,_,,_2_,_1 

(,2.---,/ Ii '! h,i ( '''''"lli''~i('lf ,hali proclIfc hallol b(l~c, of sllilahlt­
Illal':,;"I, '1~"";li,·,"i"1I alld d~;si~t1 fllr lise in Ihe ca~ling of vules hy 
\'Jlcl S, ii' ' 

, I 
- S I ' , f' 'I ' r I" I Ll , l.l '.I,YI ,II "I\IS ),11'[1. I II: Icquirelllen{s 0 111, ,\cl, PI) III:' 

1",lIillg lby Ihe l'I",idinl' ,';n;crr of <1ll'ollill1' ,Ialioll shall f1,,~ilil," iii 
;\':!~:C'I of ~,ch \"Iil!)~ hll':III,;; l:inll\olling',lalioll:ollC; ha'II,,{ bCl.~ in 

! (.1I~h :j W:JY 111;11 \, Ill'l! \,(.1"-"1~: l":tsl :t,ht'ir \'(Hcs ill the h:lIlol h~l." (hey 
i"hall clo <{' in r!lll ,iew llf llie !,ollih! slalion offi'jers anti ulher "fri-
cials rn:,Cnl (helcial. I I I 1 

(,.'. N(\I·-"i:ll.~';1'I\'ijlg. a:lY provision (0 the cOl1ttary\ ill ,<lily C(Hl­
'r;><.'{ "r~"'i'I")'!I\('nl, all PC'S'"" in paid clTlploY'\l(:nl, InchlClin)! 
Ihll<(' ""Plk}n!! hYisllift: ,;1,,11 h,,:'f elf righl til \'c rclca,cd for tilL' 
It'n .. T~:':!fy Illur In t.Xl'rel~C Ihelr nght tn vole. ! ! 

(>4, On Ihe polling ,.by vhting~hall Ilegin at' 6 o'clock ill Ihe 
1ll"",ill1'- anti c1,,~c ~I f, o',lock in1the cvcnipg, bllt bef('re "oting 
l"'!!in~ Ik rrrsiciill,l! ohicer, logethcr with the: olher polling ~talion 
<'ificers ~ntl representativcs of c3ntiiua{eg. ~hall verify that there arc 
fl() irrc[:ubritics with (he voting boolh anti Ihq working document.< 
... f !h~ r'oiling 'I?tinn ('fficcrs and, ~hall. in,P?rti:culqr. e~hibit i~ front 
or.1l1 ppenl ihe ballul bm 10 venfy that lit IS empty ane~ which the 
bllpl \>"~ shall be closcJ and scaled,' i' 

! t 

(,3, l'r"fl \'~Iificati\'n in accordance with seclion 64 th;]1 Ihcre 
~,re 'w ;n~;:\Ihitics, tlie fi,st jl~rso~s loit.'e allowed 10 vole shall hc 
the l':c.,.itEng l,tTicer,lille 0(hcr !,olling ~t",lio;1 officers, rql'rescnta­
l;';e.'. d cmdid~trs ~::tl ,,11 ('lffitcrs responsible for ensuring order j 
,!lid <ccuri!)' al !h'~ [wiling stalion an*r whom all other! persons shall 
'-'Ole "·~cNtling tl' tlie order of their arrival at the polling statiun and, 
!,;' Ihis '~nd, they sh['lIl fOl~1\ l\ linc: hul ~,lIbject therelo, !lie ptesitiill): 
dricr, .'hali c\[:;ci.q; gcncral POWCIS fo\' keeping order allhe 1'011ing 
'\"l!i,~n IU1c! for Icgu/;ting tite I1lnnber of person, tu be adll1i,ttcd tp 

. I' 'f I, 'II' I' "'n\::" :'!t ;-tHy lIo":'c ~n\ ;nry. I ~liC\lln~l.lH1CC!\ ~Q rCf"]l1lfc. ~J~e I~ ( I~· 

cr.c:inll II' ~1l0iw cell.lin pCr!'llU'S ~o \"(Jl~ illcqnsistcltlly' \yilh the order 
or n{;0r:IY rcuHllcd hy thi~ ~cnion. I I 

, •• • t 
; i 1 

! I' 
66, -""!'>j<:Lt \" ,,<:elil1" (,7, votillg Iii every poll'ill)! slllliun sh~1I 

;;~'nijnnt nnilllcfltlptqd WHit cl(lscd. , 

.',7,-.. f i ' ... '''1;''1' ~I 1111)' p"'ilillg Slllli),l1ll1ay be adjourncd 10 1IIlI)Ih'~, 
1:( d:1:' It' 11(' fi'.ctl h)' Ihie CLllHni~sinll irt--· 1 f" 

11:; 11)(' pnlli!!f'. t"lalinu nHil"cr~ :lrc \II1:lhle ltl ;l~Sl'll1hk at Ih:I\' 
pI,Uil1.t' t,(;l!i.,n ill alTll1t1bnCl' with thi!-\ Ad: 

, ' 
,]d 1h't\' t~i e11l" <":1'111\' C\llIlllIfllinll which C:1I11'l"~, 'vpliI1JI. In ill' 

I 
ilt'~'nl1rl\'d illl Iunlt' lli::u tl1lee hOllr::;: and 
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Ie! ill Ihc arc",' where Ihe !,olllllg sl;lIioll is 1(I,Caleo Ih~rc has 
":c,,~r:d ~~'IHC Fublic disa.'lcr or a ,eriolls disl\IIbance of pllhlie 
crtkr. ":'\ !~inr. Ihe dc~lh of any pqrsoll, '~'hiGh affecl, Ihe vOlillg. 

L~.l ·.'.., .... I~ ""Iilll! h:ls1hcCI'1 adjoll,,\cd III all,u'lhcr oay IIl1der slll;-
. ( I I I I ; 

'-~;:Iwn .. - I I ,. 

(a! 'h" Io",!!.< of "olillg Oil Ihal day shall be ~he ral11e a, for Ih{' 
!Higin::l,by: ! l .' II 

' . ii, I . 
0" !Ij" "olilll: prnCeSs shall be COlldllcleU afresh alld 1101 ~s COII-

lill"i,,~ (r"'" II:e prigill:ll day; alld I 

(.-1 Ihe ',olC$ ('asl Oil ,he ori!!in:ll d,:lY ~hall he nllil alld void alld 
<hall 1-: ch«ific,d as,sI",h in Ihe r'(,\:orlls ,of Ihal I'('\ilin!; ,"alion 
f'rq-arcd nn,kr SN:I;"',, 77. I I 

fiS.-. (I.I Nr' (""" of rrtll'ag;Il1(lb, c;lIl1l'nign malerial or Cldvcr­
'i<r.lIl('nl shall he e,hillil{'d in,ide a polling sial ion III wilhin n rjlllim 
..r (-lie Itll!Hlrl',j IIlelres olllsid{' a polling sialion. I I 

I: . I , I 

(: 1 { I"less his rrc<rinee i< olhcrwisc perillilled 1I1l\lcr Ihi, Acl, 110 

[,<,,,I'll <hall I", all~)\\'ed, while v!)lillg co"lillllCS williill Ihe prcllliscs 
~f a ~lIing. s!O!il'f] or 10 rcrain Wilhill Ihe premises of a pollillg ~Ia-
lien If- ,! I' I 

( h - . 'I I I I tI) e rs no~ 3 rcl:rstercl voter; 

(I,) hC,lla.< a'ircatl;' votdtl at that pollillg stalion or al allY pih~r 
['C'IIing ~13tion., !. .' 
(~I ,\" agent o( a lIIetiia ~rgani7.ation shall be entilled i 10 be I're­

'.~n! al a ro.lling ~laliC!n 'during polling 9nd for Ihat purpose evcry 
",dl "~Cn' ~h:J1I idcnlifY h,im~Flf to the pulling stat inn omf'er~ hy 
pc<cnling his crcdenlials (rorn Ihe orgalli7.ajion he rqhesenls. I 

(.1) ~n rcr.""n shallt'l present at a polling stalion in the capacity 
~r:J mcrnher ,,(Ihc armeiJ f(lrc~s or Ihe rolice or as a rnernb~r uf any 
I"'T:1rnili!ar:o f0\Ce 'N a uniformed organizalion, u:nl1ss he is 
~'nr:(':,d in Ik'~er\'icl." o( the COlllmission or has beell i'nviteo by 
the pre<idir\g l'mccr fl'r rurposes of keeping order. I 

(51 111(' pc,iding omcrr shall take all 11eecssary steps Iu effec l , 
ti';r1y bar N n['e1 frolll ,,;ilhin a radill~ of one hundred lIlelrcs of a 
rnllin~ 5.!:J!il'n any rcr;nn who i~ evidenlly dnmk and disorderly or 
i< ~~rn'in~ ~ wC:Jro.n Qf any kind ot is dislurhing Ihe order or the 
['<'XC a! Ihe rnll;ng s'talion. I ' 

I ' I 
69, fllr a person tIl be allowed '0 vole he IIlllst first presenl tu 

'he rolling ,131;on Qmeers h:is VOlerS regislralion certificate ano 

111'.1<[ h~"e 110t yr! e~crci,ed hil righl 10 vole, . 

iO.-1 I I To I~ ahle 10 e:lst a VOle at any polling ~tatibn, a voter 
,h!l pc<cnl h;'"self to the p\,lIing st:Jlion Mficers at Ihe first desk 
c" !:~ )11"",,1>0< Ihe I'ollinf: sl;]I;'lII :Jnd h~nd to Ihem his volqrs 

1'·1 1 

1~'~lhil·ilrcl 

rr"'(f"nl'f". (olr. 

nl f'I'l1in~ 
(1;l.lifOm 

R'cqui~menIJ 
rof t:~Cn'i~in~ 
11,(, righl 
In)'oft: 

f-.iRnner or 
c:1(ling 
III'; \'ole 
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,I ' I I ' , t 
rl?[:i<lr~tion cerliric~te whereupon tlie polling station officers shall 
rrl'c~":d to \'erify I~:s idC\,tit)' hy exarni:,ing the voters rigisfcr. 

(21 If th~ 1,,'IJin¢ ftati,;n orficers are 'satisfied 'rith the identity or 
a ,·"t~r in acc"rUance with suhsection (I). they shall- t 

CO'I marl; his "otcr~ r~g;slration certificale anti record hik nallle 
ami rq:islr~lilln 11I1I1I1')cr an.'1 halllll)ack the certific'at,e to hil1l; 

r/,) dip tile right index finger or the "oter in the indelihl:e ink 
rr(lI'ideO ror the purro~e to the polling slation orficers anbr ,l'hich 
the rre.siding 0rriccr o~ other polling stalion officer authori7.ed in 
Ihat r.eh3lr shall h~nd 10 the I'oterl a ballot paper ror use by the 
i"(ller in dcc0Tdancc wilh :subsection (3), and direct the voter to the 
"<'ling Noth r(lr Ihe 1'011' r ()f election 1r a councjllor. I i 
(~) TIle "oler shall; then proceed to cast his vote in stich a manner 
I C .. I I' ' t as t Ie omrnlssron may I ctennllle, I 

I I ' . 
!' i i 

71. ,A "oler whn is blind or is affectcd hy disease or other 
rhvsiol di,,,bilit)' may v('te accOlllp~nieu by anolher registered 
,'ptcr nf ,his nWII choi,c or. failing slIc'h vnler, hy a polling stAtion 
"fficer ",'ho shall a,si~t Sitch pcrson in casling his vole and shnll act 
faithfoll), to Ihe wish orrc"ed ,hy sllch pcrson and wilh ahsolute 
SCClt'C), legardinp,: the vote ,,"SillY such person, , 

72.-( I) t\ vllte C:lst is lIuli and void if-
I ' I 

(n) the hallot I':lper h"s bec)n tom i"lo two or more parts; or 

(I.) it has been classificd a~ such pursllant to scctioll 67 (2) (C), 
, I 

(~) A noll 'anti void VOle shallnol he regarded as valid and shall 
, t 

not r-~ counted in delennining Ihe results of Ihe elections, 
I I 

73,-{ I) In addition to reprcsentalivcs or candidates any ,'oter 
rr~~~nt at a r"lIing staddll may raise douhls and present in ~vritirg 
cI),nrb;nt< relating 101h~ volin!: at!lhc polling station and shall have 
the ridJ! 1(1 <>btair\ infonnaliun frurn Ihe polling 5lali:oll officers and 
fr0m ~elc\'ant d('C111llents a'\'aibb,le al th~ polling station, 

i ' 
(2) No roll in ~ st at i~n officer shall reruse to lrecei ~e a complaint 

rrcscn:cd t(' him under subsection (I) and shall initi,al every such 
rrC'~:H3IiC'n and allnc~ it as part of Ihe official r~c?rd or ,the pulling 

• ,. I . 
st3li0n. 

! 
I I: I _ ~ 

(31 ,\nY rrcs~nlation rec~ived b)' polling stalion offi~ers undc~', 
Ihis ,cc;ion ,hall be deliberated UpOIl among, and be resolved by the, 
r'cllin~ officers who

l 
may. if nectssary in their opinion, poslponc' 

~uch ddihcr:ltic:m 0r resohHioT1 until the c~u tr ~hc "9·C:: .. g PIUCC'$$ to 
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74...\1 Ih~ cln<c (,f lite poll 31 31.)' polling ~Ialion, the presiding 
oi:;F~r <h"1I p<:-:~d h)' firS{ collce/ing togethcr and ~eparalely all 
Url'l<cd !,dlc'l r"I"':rs "!It! I,lacing IhcTH in a separate envelope: pro­
vill,:d In hi III fer Ih·: r·urposc and IIH~n S{'aling Ihe envelop!: and ini-
lialling N siamping il o''Cr the se~lru arc'lI, I , 

75. rer Ihe purposcs of Jelell11ini,ng Ihelre~ults of Ihe elections 
~I a 1,<,lIillg <Ialinn Jnd. in l'ar1ictliar. 'in CUtl Hing ilie void lilyrent. 
Ihe ,."IC" D« JI :I pnllillg stalion l,hall: be separalely c1as$ified 
• . . f I 
Into- I i 

(a) null :lno "oio "OltiS; 

(h' "olrs for c:lch of the calloioates for eieclion as councilIbrs. 

7~. J\rtcr Ihe close of Ihe poll at any polling stalion, arld onl~ 
th~r~i'ft~r. Ihe rr-esiding officer ~halI, i~ IhF presencd of other, 
r-:I!ing ,13lien officers ano represent311ives or'candidates if any be' 
rr·:<~nl. q~n Ih-: t>31101 bo~ and order the c~unling of the voles to 
rrC'<:~J scpar3lel:. Jccording tp a procedure enlailin~ the polling 
s{;1~i('n ofTi·::-ers:- :' ! 

fa' rid:ing OUI of Ihe !:oallol box one ballot paper and display­
ing Ihe ball,,1 r"f"'r I" all prc~enl :lno ~nnouncing alo~,o t',e cJas-
"irl,:~r.i'.\n (,r the "'(',1(' is ~reci:fiC'd in ~cction 75; , i: 

, ! I I I , 

(h) rcc"rding "n:l <lreel "r p~pf'l' provided 10 th~ polling s\nlion 
'dricer< r"'r Ih~ rurp""e.' ,howing Ihe cJa~sificalion of votes. the 

'''f'('~'' C;:t5-t (pr C:ich cI:J~o:;;ific:a(i{)n: : I , 
• t • , 

k) <ii<piJ:.;ng Ihe nlreaoy, dnnuunced b~lIotl papers and "sel'a-I 
r:1ling Ih~1T1 inl0 101< cOrTe~pbnding to "ach cInssincntion; and 

. I , 

'i (d) 3nn()ur.cing.: through Ihe ~residiilg officer, the number of 
',rlc, O,'! 31 Ih: ?",J!ing SI:lli{ln unoer each Classification; 

77.-(}) The rr~,iJing officer s!I:t1l C;luse 10 be prepared by Iile 
['0i!.inl! q:lIi<"II offic~r,-, :, I I 

: (~l 3 rN:(lfoJ of Ihe e!llire"polling pr(o(e~s at his polling stnlion 
c("!lt:un:ng- ! t 

If', I 

(il Ihe full rar1ic,lIb~ of Ihe polling ~Inli~n orflcers anti rep-
re',-ent~Hi'''~~ ('If cJnoit.lafcs; 

I 

(ii) the 10131 number of volers; 
I 

(iii) Ihe t0131 nurn!'er of }'oles for or under each classification 
cof 'o'ole<' . .• I I 

, ,_ t 

I I' I 

(i,') Ihe number of unused 'hatl'ot papers; I 
( . .-) Ihe number of ballol,papers which have been the subject 

"f ::0rllrl~ir,!(. if ~[ly: I 

27 

Unutcd t·;tllot 
p1l.rn " 

; , 
I , 

OJl~(ifi(,:lti"'n 

v~ 'f'llCr"' ('''"" 

Opening o( 
ball .... too. 
Md cQunlinR 
or vOle' 

, 
I 

R('COfd or the 
polling 
proc«. 

I 

! 
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No. 24 I p,..,d (;,q'rrmllrnf To] ('f·I;Ofl.J 

'J' "r I -'--'--'-~--+-i -l-
In 1 11K' I<:.Ctcr:ll1C1e.". I auy. lelw('('" V(lIC~ counted and I Il' 

p.!lnlh~·r nr '.'!llcr" t I 

t' ":ii I :k' 11111111:("1 ,I"r ("(l\lIl'billl~ :lll<lII~~I'(III~r~ 11;,crCIO :llld 
(k-:i,j,'I" "\,~II IheIC'''' hy Ihe Ijoltiog ~1:1li(ln olTiecis: ' 

(\'iii I ~Il:" "Iher ocnlnFncc, which Ii\e I'(,\lil,!! ~Ialion officer~ 
cr'II'id~r to h~ il11l'(1r1:1nl' In rccord: and I 

, , 
iI'l:1 brief ~urnl11:1r!"'('f Ihe final re,<ull. 

~'1-,! <11':', rcc;·,d':1ntl '!"11I11:1r1' ~h:111 he leg.ihl)' signed1b)' Ihe I'rcsid­
: ir:~ dfi:rr :;n,L c"h ,·f Ihe "I'her I'0lling sl:1lion ~\fficcrs;:1nd. if ,an), 
't··: pr~,'cn\. :11 kn'l !'ne r,cl're<enlali\"c of c:1ch c:lI\did:1le, ' , 

":" P.'T'~<r()I:1!i\'~," "f cnndilblrS;l1 :1l'nlting sl:1lion slwlt be cnli· , , 
11,:(\ I" a C"f'Y (,r Ihc July ,icrlcd Sllll1l11:1r\' :of Ihe fil1:11 resull of Ihe 
!'.:\11 ::: ~!L11 p'nlling ~1:1ti(;n. I' '; .1 "I 

i ~; 'ik' l"':<itl;d~ "fTicer ~h~lIl'(lsl allhc polling slalion :l c~,I'Y of 
lh~ ,,1::1:; <ipl~J '''"l1n:1I)' qf Ihc finnl [cs1I11 of Ihe poll allhal polling , 

I , I I 
7R. ll;~ prc<iJinl: ,(1mc,er "f a 1'''lIin1; sIal ion shall. '''ilh all tlis­

plch, dcli':~[ 10 Ih; '!,mcle (1f Ihe Dislricl Cummissioner of his , 
..li;:~ii:! Ulltlcr c0nditinu!' of ah~411utc dccuritv ag:-tin~t IO~~, ta[1l11crinoi 

I I ... t:"\ 

f.'~ jn~'?(r~r~11;:{:'- :! I 

in t the r',::'C'prd I"f(,P:"HCd 1111~lcr !'cTlioll 77; 
i ' 

i!,; :Ill tlw h"II"1 I'"I'CIS collrel",1 in <('I'ar;llc 1(1ls co\re<l'olHl· 
illC :n tb:' t"Jn,-.;:ifirali!ltl lHH1c~ \\'hich thr\' wcre- COlllltC"<i; , i· 

(~··I 111 !1IlH1;.f'"d h:1l1(lt ir:1p~f'::;: and 
" I 

,dl ;111 ',",'1("[, r{'.£.il:t~r~ and (ither wUlk i(~111~ 11Iovidcd 10:lh,,1 
! !' ,i 1""lIil1~ ~t:lt'ntL 1 

7Q._!' 1 (111 r('c~iJ'1 I,f rccI'ld< flPlI1 polling slalinn<. Ihe Dislricl 
C("'rnrni~::.ifllln Pf nfhq (lrfic~r o;f the- COlll111i!'!'ion dllly i'\\lth~lfi7.('d 
illlini I-"",,!f ,,,,,II! nllhr "flicc ;,flh(' lli<lriel C(1I111I1issi<in('f.l:(lIll' 
I'i\r Ih~ re.<ult'or Ih~ ckeli"n' ill hi< di<lriri (111 Ihe h:1<i~ of If Ie dilly 
"'g:I1".:':I .I:.l.1tT1!Tl:"ui,:,' !("'("{"j';cd with such (('T(1ld~ and shall prcpnrc. 011 
'Ik ~l"rr"r,i~'~, <h~~I' ill 11,c, prnrribcd f"llll p[(wided rc'r Ihc I'm­
i"~'~ h' Ih~ C;'l11l11i~,i(m. a Ircord ill rC~l'ccl (,r each ward in the nrea 
(Of Ih~ c(''''leil '~I1,1 :11,(1 ill [esl'ecl of Ihc :1lea of Ihe council sho\\'· 
in~- i I 

: 
(aJ Ih~ IC'I~I Illlrnl'cr c,f I'CI<OI1,< \~ho [~gi.<le[cd :1S vOlers: ! i 

, 
, • .1,) the 1<.'1:11 11I111lber (If 1'<:'ISOI1< whl! \"nled: 

ir i n,~ 11'1:-11 IlUl111\1~r nf votC's. rnr (lr IInlier C';lch classification (lr 
.,',,~:.', in :i..:-rf-·nl:"ll1ce wilh ~('cdnl1 7): 

, , 

,j 
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I,rl ~k ·.!i'cr~r3"ci~<. ir 3l1y.ihrlwCClllhc tOI~S COllnleu ~nlJ the 
11'.!mr,·:r 0J f .... :'r~\.ln' whn \'(ltcd: nml i , 
Ii ,<, lh~ n'm:'biri1" ir "ny, f('t;r;vcd 1,)' hi,111 n"d his uecisibn5 
Ih·:~c~'n. 1 i , 
, ~) r1cl"""~I1"1 i ... c< or c~lIdidalc~ d.,l\, .: csiallnlcd ror thc (lnl po~e , I I # t:o i I 

0;: 11: IIi' !--:. {,,1l1ilf.:t1 I" l,hCTf!"':'qIC l'Illiw I'IPl"Cdll1b follo\\'('P rtt lite 
"rri,t·: Pi lire l.li<Hict C""\llis~illl"1 ill cllIllpiling thc result or thc 
ckct;nn under sub<<"cti"n (I J. I I 

, . , 
1.1:, 11,,~ r~!'rt.1 rrcp~rcd under subsection C!I) sliall be legi~ly 

<ign,,:d t':.- the Di<lrict C,.ll1ll1lissioncr or othcr offieer supervising the 
c0rnrii3tir.'ll th~rcrlr and, ir nil)' be prescnt. by at least one represen- I' 
l:;ri';~ 0r a onui,btc ",1.11 shnl1" in ~dditi(1n. be entitled to recbive a 
c"P" l'f the r~ord. i i 

1',1\ l1H: District Commi«ibncr or an officer lof the COl11mission 
'I ' dul" :lI.lth<:'ri7.l'd in that behnlf'shnll publid), annollnce the n~~ult of 

the eb:tiC'n in c.:teh w:trd and in the entire area or the council in 
a.:c"rd:m:e ',"ilh thc re-cord prcp2.ff'd IInder subsection (I); . 

. ! i 
(5) 111e Distr1ct C0m,mi~sioner or h duly authorizeu oflicer!Jf the 

Cr.rnmi<.<;on sha11., with all dispatch. uelivcr to the Chief Electi6ns 
OrTierr unJer c<'nuitions of absolute security against loss. tampering 
cr ipterference-' i ! , , 

1:1' the reCl)rU rre['3red IInder slIbsection (I); and 

Ii,) ;11i ilelm fl'cri\'eu frt'r11 all polling stations III the dislrict 
cQn~crn~. i 

; , ' 

2'1 

ROi-r Il 11le Cmmnission shall delynnine and publish the' 'Dctwoion, 

n:1tir>nal,rc<llit (,f the ciccti('n bnsc:l on the records dclivcreuto it 1100 or 'I
ile t 

I nnll{"lnll rcc:u I 
from tIl<: district and p<,11.inl! slntions, ar'ile 

i :. l election 
t.'l 'n',l' delcrrnin~li"n "f the nati, nnl resuit or thc election shnll 

h:,£in lt11rJ)("di.ltd·" :-.f1<:r Ihe C(Hnnli::;~illll ha~ received rccdrd~ frotn 
,11. di<lri,:t~ and <1,011., <ubieci ollly ti, suhseclion rho conti"llIc unin-
lern'l'lc'J lIlI!i! c"nch"L-d: ' ! ' , 

r:1! If, 'CCf"" f'''1Il any d!,lricl ,Ir ('(her el911lcnt necessary for the 
(Pfl'ill":lti"n nf !be f..ktC'nniil:llion (!r !lhc ft:'llioll;)1 rC'~lIll or'the ;c1cc­
tinn j, rnic;,il1£. the Ch:lirnl:lll of liw !Colll~lli~~i{ll1: !'hall take IICCC~­
':;:1r:' 't·~r~ to r;"(tif:.- the ~i{~1:l(i0n :uHlln;lY. 'ib slich c"se. suspenu the 
, "f ' .1' I d' f I I I 1...l'-:t~:-TTlIn::HI~~n or a PCf1(-'U: not c:<ccC' mg lwcnty- our lours. 1 

\ 

j ,:, R~rre,enta!i\'es "f, canditlnlCs designJleu in \:riti,r~gl 10' th1 
C"lIjll",,,f"n .<noll be enlliku 10 oh~er\'(! the dctcfIlllnntlon' of the 
n.lf.!i'-11::1 r~c::uIt cf th~ dCl,tiPfi. I I 

(;,' <;.,f:'i~(! I',' Ihi< Act, in any ':Ic~tial; the candilbte ~who hni 

, , 
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i i 
"'·!oin"·I,, ""in,i1\' "r Ihl' v"It,~ 'II Ih .. 1',,11 shall he dL'cl;lIcd hy IIw 
('p:nll:i\.;i"fl III h:~\'r' 1\~'l'lIidlll~' elected. I t I I 

R I. ,\: I Itt' hc,!illllil1g {II dClclll1illill}! IhG 1l:lliPl1al'l'csull of all 

'.·t, .... "-·Ii .. u. Ih{" ('t"olI,i·;·;il,d ~;lnll I:lkc- :I dL'l"i~il1l1 Oil allY 111altc;r which 
11:,,, 1~: .... 1I:1 't.1I1·j':rl tll,:\ COlltpla!lIl and ~1t:111 ('X:lIl1illL' the .v"ld~ which 
h;l';~ l"ccn cb~,ir;;"d ;t..; UIIII Olnd \'I)id alltllllay arrilltl (It c6ncct Illl' 
,kt'.'rT11;n:1liJ'fl ,11:'1 1,'111 al thL' lHlllill}! !'t;llillp~ :IIHI at the offices of 
Ili<lr;l'I C01\l1!,i"i""~r~ bill will"IIIll'lejlldice Inlhc righl of appeal 
CPl1f':"ltcd ull;!rr 'LTliC'H oj. 

82. 11,c ,C"'"llli«i,," ,11:111 <11111111:\1 i,.e ils delerminalilln of lilt: 
n:1~lt\il::1 'r('~:,ih '.,f :\11 (.;h'clinn in a wdllCIl r('~(lnl illdh:atillg.-

(.; I Ihe '1:,1:"'"'' ',c,,,11 of III!' (""nion as d~ll'rrl1ined; I 
d 

',I. 
{'CISIOIIS (h! tht: cnlol,lail1l<; ;'llld il(":-::pOI'S(,~ Ihefelll '"nd tile 

't:J\;CII nit {ht!1~. I 
~r"t I\>': ChJirrn~r~ "f lire C"'n'l'i~sinn ~h~lIlegibly se:llihe nalional 
r~<ull (If Ih~ ek·:!i"11 by ~igni'\g lire sUllln'~ry anu <;\"e1 candidale 
shall t-: cnlii!cd I" rc('cin', ~ ,:it;lI<:"d copy of II he sUIll'rn~ry, 

R:,l, The COlTlmission shaill puulish in II~c Gazette al1lJ
1
by rmjio 

h"JIJc~,! anti in at ka~1 '-'n~ i~sllc (If n newspapcr in general eirdu­
klli':'l1 ill ~1a!"wi Ihe ,blionai re~1I11 of ~n elcclion wilhi1 eighl days 
f'-"lil Ihe h~,1 1'"lIilll: d:ly a III I ~,(l\ 1~lcr Ihan' f(lrty-cighl hours from 
'h~ c"·t:c1,,,i"11 (If lire del('tjninalion iI,('rcof anfl shall. ill such publi-
G,\;('n, 'r-ccif) - I I I! 

'''' tk :"Iallllllllho:r or ,'"Icrs rq!i,I('rcu for Ihe eleelion; 
d·, !he tnt:!! IHllllhC'J flf ':(Itcr~ who voted: ! I I 
f,") Ih~ 11"1:11 11111,hhcf of 1!1I11 ,~lIhJi, \'01'<.1 \'olcs~ ~lIJd J' " I I I 

ff:1 the 1111:,1 IIlllnher nr \";tli~1 \'nlL'~ ca~t for (";leh cla~~iIH.:ati(111 
(.j ' .. ,,1,'1;::1": t"l~f'(ifi"d ill q'ctiflll 7') I I 

1"'1'1 IX ()1\~dt\"\lI"N I 
~.t. r,t, IIH' l'u'I'poq'« of thie;;. Act. uhst"(vatioll I1IC..·al1~ tile \'l'lifi­

':'1'!['!! ,.j !hc · .. ;tlit\lI~IC;:I:I!g(·e;;. nf tlal' electioll h~' illtcrllatitlllal (lIg.alli­
;-:I!:"IF .. ill!('~l\,l\j\'II:d al1d Ipeal IIfln'go\'crl1lllC't\lal ;{lrr.:lIli7.alillll~, 
("!~;~:ll ¥:'·.·.I,'fHlIlt ... nl>:: :lI1difnrcig.11 al1d local pl'r~(ll1alidc~ duly rel'og-
. . r I' . I . I I' ~ I) I I I 

n~7':'"! ,",r t .,:- l'nlJ'"~,c III :1l'cn~1 :Il1CC WIt I I Ib art. i I 

; 

iI.::. Ob.<cn':,li"" <h~1I C(III.<i'l of Ihe ro)l(Iwing aelivilies-

/,:1 ~p \-erif!' :llltl 1l1tJnilnr the il1ll~artil\lity :tlltllhel rllnc~i()nillg 
d t"~ Cnnlllli,.si"n "riel il.s (lfr;cc'r~ ill cOllfbrrnily wilh Ihi~ I\cl; , 

I 1 ,i" I() \'~!rif\' "",I ""'nil"r lire illlll"nialily allu Icg;ilily of Ihe 
d·:-,_·jC;!nllC:: t:lkrll h· .. the CIHlIllli,,~inl1 ;lhd its orficcrs in sclliing di~-
1";: t'" c:::: f 



I, 
i' 

<i 
I' 

1,,.'01 (;on-, Hl1Jrllt
J 

/:"/('('1;0115 

-----.-.--------~--: ' 

" ) I,: ·.··'11· .. '1lld 1111'111'1" Ilw 1t·,d~flalitll1 (If \'\1Il'r~: 
,;;" !,~ .,,', ..•. ;, ~~ !li,' I ,i'"I'." pf flIC c;~I1'paiglliI1J~ fill' l'Il'Clillll: 

, .. -. In Y:':li(',' :md lunllilpr flw vnting pr()ce~~: 
i . I I' 

! (j 10 ';~'I if-.- :md II!PlIillll l!1l' d("fl·~ll1ill;lli(l1l Ill" Ille 1l'~lIlls of Ilu!o 
" , 

rl··("tinIl :11 :111 ~1:1;::f.''' qr tlrh·llllill:t:~jlnl1: 
, ':) hl "h'l:n't' :":n:'n h' :tllcl till . .! II."C} of Ihljlllt'dia. ! I 
. I \ 

,2' ,\0:: ilfq:l!b,ili,"s '"'Inl h)' "h'c/\Tlsisft,,1I he,rrporled 1\1 fte 
(~I ':lIl1l:':"_j~;1I f'r In til': l"'1.r!lI't"iCIl( f 'fficl:I'~ of tI~c (·Il~lI.It~~ssinlil illld Ihe 
( ',:;w;:~:q.p1t "I q;dl nf(KCI<;i~h:dl q:C1J1II11C 1I1l: actlvlll~$ n:nortcd 11$ 
iH·~f.l:hti!i·.:s ;md ~.Jnn. wln',\' 1111: ilH'gl1l;Hilics arc cul1rinllcLi. 1:l~C 
I:~.r:-~:'·i,f·:~:" !H.('":l.SUff'.' ll:~·(,,";"Y 10 hril1~ the eleclioll illin C()Il~O~lllity 

.. '" :Ih this. .. \.:1. I ! 
I , "I II I !" . I I I.:" I . I "I ~(I.' ,( H~<;<t~I\:lfll'n .... ':1 ~t'lr:111 WII I I H~ r{'"J!ISlr:lllon alit ('IH Wit 1 

:!r· ..... ·j-"··f~nlH:1:.i~~11 nf 11)1' nali""al rl"slIlI {l~ the ('h.-clion (.lr Ihclsl'tllc. 
!f:~':n :1:.-,r:~:If~!:r pf :dJ ·:kl"ljPII tli!'p"tt"s. I I I 

P:;. II <;h:1I1 ~\(' lh,:- (hit:. <'f the! \lHllll1issi(lIl. e\'ery ornccr Ihere-

d "J'~ ,--.-n:," ~n"'I'rl":l\1 1'"I>li, "men or nlher cOlllpc~cnl aUlhorily 
ill ~.bh· .... i In ·:('.-"r~ri1i[' ·.\"illi ()I~scn'crs il1lhcir role ~Hlt1.ff) orrcr to 
It;'~!n ~!: ... rl!:'!r·:1n;~·~r;: ~nd n1ilr:of" f:1cilitic.s I1CCCSSaf'{ to rllifil'thci~ role. 

- :- " • 1 

, 'I i II I 
~:~" Tl,,' C""'I1\i~si"n '"~Y <elld in\'iIJli(>n~ ror .. h~crVnlioll f1l1d l 

in;,:- 1:.- ,~, !"; !I~ (\· .. :n 1llilial1i\'c ('r nn! ICqUC.c:,t by :l c:lndid:lle or hy 
,:"11:', £: ... :'rnrn'~!lL PI [:;mi7:-H illl) or person cnrl1l)ct~l1t tllldcr (his AcH to 

" - . 1 I I 
il:1d:,~·.-,f. , .. !'t·.::::-r';:1ti!~n. ! I " ' 

'. ! ! 

,S'i/.--' !.J Fe" I'U'I'"<''' pr ,r("ngllilion II/lder Ihis Acl, obscrvcb 
II ill 

,h:"!!11v~ '.:al::-£~";ri;~d :1., r(,th.n'·~~ ! 
• I 

! .. :. ,··I-<~'''"~r' ffl'-l1I Ihr ~Iniledj N~!i .. n.s Org~ni7.~li()n amI i'~i 

1~"~': :'-:~" :h~ '-·r2~!1i7.cli\ln tiro i\rri'cJn Unil\' :lIld! ils agencies, Ihe 
(:, :" ~ "":.,, " .. ~] l! h "(,C" , ': I ~ r i:1i ~ ,\d 01 her i nlerr;a I i ona I organ i ~~I iollS; 

! ;'1 ~,b:::.t.:'r"cr' flPill nnll-gnvdTlltncl\tal olglllli7.lllin's cOllsti-

;';:":"i ll;d f'r .. :-r:l:int in :In\' fnrci{l;l CfHllhrv: II I 
" . I' ~ " ~ 

I: } .. !·".··r·,·· .. r:::. f'I'm n,!,,,.!!tHT111Il.Wlllal nrg;lI\i7.alipll.o;;; CIlII~tilllll'd 
" . 1" .. I 

:1::.1 r'I' .. ~r::ll!l:~£: III \'·11:1·.·.1. I I 
!'./t ~·b<;.':'ryf':, (1nm fnlci!!11 g.tl\"llll1ll1l'II(~: ami 

;1.· ~ l!1di·"idn:l! nht.er \"C"r~: IiI 
~ ~ \, 1~"("'1'~1 -lu1l I1nl hl' fl~\.:'I!!tI\7l'd: as al1 llhserver 1Il1k~s I 

,,:' ill lb·' ,·;I' .. {· 'If III!' filsl IIlIH l-;lIq!Plit'S Sl'l'l'ifinl ill!slIh. 
';::1 1,,:, .. 'i·,!: J II. 1

"
., lu .... !w"11 dt'~ir.lI:lI('d hv IIH' ll"k":1111 (llilalli/:1' 

! " ~ 

!r"'~ ,.: rl~.r··~~:n :"n'l!l1H!'111 ilt \\'tilill,j.! IlIlhe ('III11tlli~sitll1 disl"lt,s~ , 
('i':: !:;.: f~·\ri:'.:I:l:H';,: ~1l~,l;'."T\·~kl\(ial": : 

.11 

1krinninr. 
:l0( eml fir 
ul·"en.·:llic·n 

('"olb ...... r~li('n 
hy c .... nlp-:-It'nl 
:lIl1hnriliro:. 

In"'il!'lliC"n In 
oho:.('r\"("~ 

I I 
c:llc~.·rico:. or 
o":,>cr\"c~ 

\ 
" 
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{h) ill lL case of llie chleJory of indiv,dual olJ~ervels, he IS a 
r~l ,,,,, "f I ccog" i7.('<1 bl'ci ience and pres! ig~, 

I' . 
9'0, f(C'c<ls:nilion 'of observers on hrrival in Malawi shall he , , , 

~1;Hl~,'d I,!, ll,'e \('lIlIlIission which, for lhal purpose, shall-
(,'l estat,ti,'h adequale adll1inistritliv~ procedures for ItlC' prol'er 

and til\I("I:· re<yp-nilion of lhe oh,servek i 

(i'l :levi,sc A" idclIlily canl for ,each calbgory I,f uhser\'ers and 
i'<\1(.' to c'.'Cry rccogni7ed ohserver the card :cortespontling to his, 
c;,\!('£nry: I 

io'l d(,vise ;) CllIl111l0n aj,d tnsily idenlif'jahle hadgc r"r all 
I I I I I ,! , , (\ ',,-n'c"ro:: :1ll1r ISS1Il' I \C l;ulj!c h11vC"ry f'C'cng,1117.C'11 ob~('r\'('r. 

91 J E\'er~· "hs<~rv('f rJII~lIi7,cd IImkr this i\~1 shall, whill' l'~cl' 
ci<illi his rllli"ti"r". IISl' the ir,lcnlily card anti lh" hatl~c isslI!'d til, 
him. I I 

92. OhsLJr\'cls ~hall have the Hghl- I I 
(Ill ttl ohd.in :1lllulliple entry visa 10 eiller 1--lalawi for the tlllra­

liDn of Ihe perirl of <jbservalion as specified in secqon 86: 
(h) 10 ha\'e tlnilnpcded ac;cess ilo all elecl,ion e~enl.' and 10 

C'bscr\'e ~It a,spects of lhe ciVIC ed'icalion progt-:1!nmes, lhe regis­
, tr-~l;nll "r \'I.'t~r~.1 lhe nominal ion of c~'1didale~. lhe f'nlllpaign, lhe 

"('ling ami the cOllnling of vOles at all slages: I' 

(r) \(1 Cllj'IY f,bednm or circulalion throughoul Malawi: I 

(d) to ~cek and ohtnin ihforlnnlion on 'lhe official or!!an,~ 
" I I 

in\'llh-ed ii.: the, contiucl of an election and regardin" li.c eiccti(m 
. I ! I I t' 

iL<e1f: i! I 
(r) to com1l1.:nicate freely with any candidnle allli with any 

(":,g:"lOi7..:lti{~11 or pc'rson: I 
.. I • 1 . I I 

(Ii 10 have aecess 10 inronllalion lran'slliillCd by ~r I" the' 
, Cl'lnmission and ils officcrs; , 

, lR) 10 ha\'e acccss 10 con~plainls and responses rhou! nny 
;,x'currencc nJ mailer relating 10 lhe conducl of the electi()n: 

\111 tn "pen orriccs wilhin Malawi for lhe perfom.ance of lheir 
'rnnClionr I 

(il to communicale any specific concems lhey m"y ha\'e I() 
mClnl'ers and officers o,f the Cornrniss'on; and i i ; 

(il It' communicate 16 the local and intemalional rnedi~: 
93.-1-( I) Observers shall have lire following olJligalions...1. 

(11'1 tll exercise'thcir 'ole with irnl'ar;tiali\y, imlcpcndencc and 
(',bj~,ti\'il\':, I: , 

Ii» lLll~'l'erl,ihe Conslit\ltir;n and the laws10f 1--1~b\\'i: 
':' I , , 

i 
( ! 
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-----,,------------------------~i-----+i----,-----' --------':-----------1 
1,-\ ,i"t If' illtc,frltJ in. '." t'i impede. the nn~Ill~1 course of Ihe 

I ~·I.~··! ;011' 
~ . . • _ ! i 

,.:') Il' ll1~inl~in the ,,-nec:,: t,f Ihe "~lIul; I 'I 
I I . ' 

(" In rro';i<l" In the Cninllli~.<ion copies of wrillen inforn'lalion 
~11'.1 s!~!erncnls which Ihey it:\"e IlIodllcqti; and 

. I I 
1.0 1'-, relurn Ihe i,Jenlil), Ollis. Ihe h~dge :lnd iany 91her identi-. 

f:CJli0n m3leri~ls issuC'd 10 Ihem by Ihe Coml!1is~ion :ifter the enol 
or their mi,siC'n 3$ ohseryers. I , 

r2) The CC'llInis.<icn may re,,('kelthe accredilalion of any loh_ 
<'-~r"cr who rer~i,len!l)' "it,bll's t'le obligations laid down in suq­
<J:clir-n C I) ~nd Ihercllrnn his st;JIIIS a< ~n observed shall cease. 

. I 'I I I 

94. Diplomals ;}ccreditC'd I~ Milla"'i wllO arc designnled ,~nd 
rCC(lg'li7cd ~< "h<cr-;cr< II/Iller Ihis Acl sh~1I exercise Iheir fllncllons 
a.< <lIch 0h<cr.-cr< 1\ ilh(lllt I',cjll

l
di,tc In Iheir SI.lII1S and posilions as! 

,""t'h diJ'lql/l~t<. I I , ! 
95. f)h<'c'''~1< 1I1:'Y /'I'<',alc sel';""ldy or joinlly wilh ol~hct 

oJ,"'cr·"cr." or the !':tn~c PI diITclcn( cnkg(lric~. I 

PART X-COMrLAINTS .\ND Arrr:AL.~ , ! 
9fi. S3';e a< Olncr-"ise rrnvi,lcd in Ihis ACI. any complainl sub-

milled in "'rilillg ~~lIcgillg ~ny iITCglIl~rily at any sl~ge, if not salis­
fJc((l[ily r~S0"'ed by'the Chie~ EIC'Clic)lI~ Omger or hy Ihe Returning 
Of ricer. ~h~1I l'C e~~,"incrJ ~1Ii1 tlecitl, d Oil by Ihe Commission and 
wh~r·: Ih·~ iHCI:lIbril\' is cpnrilll,ed Ihe C('"u,lIission shall lake nec­
CS',1f:.· ~cliC'n (~.' c"'n~'cl Ihe illcprlarily: ~nd IIIc effecls Ihereof. 

97 .. ,- (I i .. \n JITC,I ,["lIli( wlhe I'Jigh COli' I Jgainsl a rJccision 
nf Ihe :Cornmis<i,'n cC'nfiimillg or rcjC'~ling Ihe e~islenee of an ir­
regubri'.y ,nt! such arpeJI ,1,,11 he ,;"dc hy way nf a pelilitl". 
;l.Irr0ned b:' aCftd"";I.< 0f evidence. w,hich shall cleyl)' specify Ihe 
,b:b;lti(ln Ihe lIi~h C0\//1 i,< king ',er'I"CSled 10 rna~e by order. i 

i 2 -")n hC:1ling ~ relilipn lIn,d~r slli~,<(,~lion (II)' .Ihe I1igh Courl-­
(I)) sh'll. "I1I'I':CI 1(1 <l1l'sC'CIWII 3. I11hke stich order or orders,as ., , 

it ~hin\:' fi(: I I \ I 

: I,) lib: •. in it.' ab« .. ;lIlC' discretion, coniJ~l11n any parI)" 10 pay 
C()<::~ in :I':c0nbnce ,,,·ith ij!' own! <1~~c~~lnci\t or (he ~llCril~ or tl,c 

cC'll1rl:!inl. \ 
(~) .. \n crJer of the f1i£h C0l1rt .<klll under subseclion (2) nol 

"echld ,an c\ecli<'n 01 Ihe ~lccli0n nf any candidale voirJ e;,(c'C!~1 on 
the f"iI<"., ing ~r()ur.d< whidl are rrG·.'!:ujln \hcisalisraclioh rf II", 
CO:lr:- ! I 

(,;) !h"! ','('1('('< w(,re r('rn'rll), innncnceoi in Iheir v,Olinl; COIl­
'",r; I" ~n:; p<:'yi<ir'fl nf II,is! Acl. or h"d Iheir b;dllll parers 
i !:~i" r"-To:: r1:-o f-:".i c-c to:IJ ,or Y~'h .. d 111('f(' t h:lll (Hl(,(,: 

, I 

Po' Won ('If 
dirl~mnl' 

Sc-r!'lUllh" nnd 
Jf1inl 
orc:mllen o( 
otu~fYC1 

Comml~_,inn 

10 decide nn 
complnint'l 

i , , 

"rrX'oh In 
(he High 
Court 
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(1'1 Iha' I"; '"'' <'''Iilled III Ihell1 ~vcrc improperly glantt'll 
",<\1", 1'''1'''1 <, . I 

, , ' 
(, ) lilat ,,"'",'1''' ('''I::k<l 1'1 Ihcm were illll'rlJperly re'fu~ed hal-

1(\( l':1rcr·l;.~ I I I 
I 

P"wi,kd dl:" .' -.:"" <hall ",,1 dculnre nn election void. after 
I'rn (.f "f, any ~:""'I,d i,n I',":'~:r;tph.< (a)i (11) or (c:), if it is salisfi!cd 
,hal Ihe' nl"\I1'~, of \',,~CS involved could not have affected the 
re~BI1 'If fhe election: 

I I j • 

(dlnl1l.cnlllpp""C~ with this hct in the conduct of the election: 

l'roviJl'd 'hat: if Ihe coml is satisfied that any failure it9 (;om­
['I:. wilh thi, Acl did nl11 affcci/ the result of the election: 'it shall 
,,0\ decl."c 'hr clN:tilll1 \';oid: ' 

(r) Ih31 tI,e cJIHlidale 'yas at the time of his election a person 
nC'! qualified f", election lor !hat he wa~ nut p~ope.r1r ~ol11ina!ed. 

,('[ thai a dul\' '1,,:,IIficd camlldale had IllS nomn,lallon IInrropcrly 
rCiN'lctll.,· Ihe Iclllrnin,,'officcr. II ! • 
_. t- I 

(.1) The C"\IIl ,hal' haJ~1 powcr 10 direct scrutiny and recou;nt of 
... ,'te, if il i,< :;alisfird, 'ht'ring. proceedings un an election petition', 
Ih~1 ,uch ,crulin',' dnd ICCO"ll1 are d~sirable. ': 

• I' I 

!. (5) ,\1, IlIC c[1ncl",illll of Ihe tri~1 of an 'election petition the court 
·.,hall dclcnnine "rhetherl the mem~er whose nom'inatiun or electiOli 
'i, er>mrl:lit,cd C'f.'", any otlt'cr and what perkon \vas duly nOlllinateu 
('r clecled, r>r whrth~r Ihe election was void, and s\lalt report such 
delen"il1:lli"" 'n Ihe Conllllission. unu upon such ie[JOr! being. given 
,uell Jclcnnin~linn ~ha" l'·e fina\.! i i 

, ! I 

r'~RT XI-OnkN~r,s ~ND PENALTIIk; 
9R.-I, II A pcr~on wh,,·- ii, 

(I~l in fc1:lIinnlo ~cg.i:-.!tratitJlI df v(1ICr~-: 
(i) C'hl~ins)lis;rqdstrntiun by giving false informntion; 
(i;) ,E.i·'-cs f:1l.se inf"rlll~tiC'n tu obtnin 11is registrntion or thc 

re~;;\r:1tiqn "f am>thcr person; 'i,' , , 

i iii) "I>':I;n< registration in more tljun onc'n!gistr;jtion area; 
(i·.-, rCfi'.t,cls anolher person knowing lhat thh! othcr person 

j, n','1 eli~il'le f", registration;, I 

(''-'pr e yenlS I hd reg ist rat ion .of a'nother persoll knowing thai 
:!i~( p{"T!'t'n i~ crl(·ih1c for 11'~':~(raliont 1-:; 

(\'il. hayilll! I', :n(\horit~ 10 du so. does not delete a registra~r 
I .., I ' , 

tiC'n which hC' 1.lH.nvs to be incurrect: I , 
(':ii1 falsific's a rcf!ister:, ' I i 
h';ii) '.'.-illt f'J"d"lcnt intent. 1Il0difies or substitutes a voters 

! " 

r-:-giqr;l(lf)il t:etliricalc: I 

, , 
\ 



,i 

;-"::.: 

,i. 
i 

I 

Nn.2·1 
, I 

/.;.')',11 (i,H'r,..lIl1f'lI( F:lre/io"s 35 i ' '--r-' , _________ ..:'..:1_. __ _ , 
violellce. Ihre~1 f,r frailti'i1l'1I1 illienl, prcvents 

(f:-: '{'~i~lr;l~il'" or :l!'\1Ihcr pcr~"p; 

! !,) kn"",;jll?I~' ,,1;'I"'l"I~ the ,dledi,," (,r illcorrect r,egis\ra-
li.nl l';" Ihe ·,·4!liriClli(lll of \'olr:IS Inlls: I 

I") ill rdali,," ". C'JIl'I'ni!!lIill!; relr Ihc elcction-I- ' 
~:) I'r~"l'''I< the holdi'l!,! (lr ~1\tcrruI'IS the pruceedings ur n 

1'1""''''I'IPU" ! \ II ' . •. .". i ' ! i 
(iiltb,ic~ Jlly C'Jntlitiatc equal treatmcnt wilh any olher dlll-

I;J! ..... . !! : < ..... tt.... . _ I 

liii) ,Ie<llil~·". dcf:rcek 1":rrJ or ill an~ lIlanllC~ (ausbs lu ~t: 
Il'lall,' or ran;,,"y ",cics" or illegihlc :lIly cnmpnigll lIlnlerihi 
di:;rb:.-rd ill :lily I'bee OJ" ~lIperill1p{1~CS Ihl'rcoll ilIly' other 
"bl...,i:ll c""ce:!li,,/'. 11,,' ('arlin IIl::Il'rial;, i ' 
I' I . I' ,I t.i· r I j' Irr: i r . , . I ' I"') ,'Clng: clIlrusleu. 1)' villue 0 IS 0 1 Ice or IIneiIOIl~, wll , 

:li'I'1;,y illg rr dcrc-!'iling any cnml'nigll nmlcrin/, rails 10 dis­
r":: ('r dcr,,,<il s\lch C'JlIll'nign material jor lIlispla,es, steals, 
r':..~rn0\·!:,~ or t1e~!rf.'Y~ ~"ch rnqteritll; , \ 

(,.) t:-ecau;:e anolher person atlcnded or did not allend any , , 
c~rnpi~n meeting, uircrtly or indirectly, dismisses Ihat.olhcr 
,·?r<::'11 rry)lll an:. emrlo)'rnel~'t or olher gainrul occlipatipn or 
rrc\'~n[~ ('r [hr~[ens {(1 rrc\'~nl that olher perso~ rrom blJlnin- i 

! ing ;l!l:' emrk,'y:nent 0r ,Nher gainrul occurntiod or rrom cbn­
lin'I;n, in :m', o;llr,,! h(T(lr;cti"n or nl'plies or threatens 10 • , • , I 

"fTi:-' :lily ,;!nclic-a '~'halsl"c"cr 10 Ihal other persoll; i! 

(I. ~ i:} 1!'I;"ttio!l to vC"ting- I' I 
, I' h" 1·'·1 I b t b . : " ill 11'.'1 'elfll: ')1 cr,\'J,c Jul lorrzeu to e prescn or not elng 

'~ re~i;'cr.?J ·;;ter.lknowill~l)' presenls hims~lr at a pulling sta-
tir·n: ; I 

I' .. , 

, Ii!,; krH)""!ng IhJi he ir nbt,eligible 10 votc, dsts a vote ~1I any 
r;)II!ng ,lilllOn; I I 

(iii) rr:!lIdulcntly mes thc idcptity c\r anolher person in order 
I'.' e~e,,~i;,e tho: righl 10 Yote;' , ! i' I 

ii';) c('n<cicml:. allows the right to vole be exercised by a 
r-?"":'n '.' hI) C0'?$ nl't hayc Ihat ri:g:,t; I 

(, .. 1 ',"cte-s rnC"re- lh:1n once: 

, ("il acc~rnrJnying a hlinU or a disabled person to vole, 
(r":lu',:lenl,ly and raill:lc<,'I);,c'rre~~es a vOlelnul according 10 

Ihe .... ,,-1, ef Ih31 PCI"",..: ! : ' j i ' 
f'; ii I willli" n radi", (lr I"ne 1I11r;"r~d mctrcs or a polling sla­

tirnJ. rc ... ~~f~ hi~ -,{'Ie or r'rpCtlff'~ :1l1other person by rorce or 
(~·:·.:-:it t(~l H~';c:-d 11:,""'{ p!her pcr.l\on·~i\'ote: , , 

, , -. 
" 

\' 
,I 
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, I I 
(viii) u~es pr threatens violence or uses ruis~ inronnation or 

other rrallJul~nt means tp coercb or inducd :p1other person to 
vete for or against a particular candid~te or to 'abstain from vot-
, , I 
mg; I,! I 

(i~) being a public 'lnicer. uses his orri'ce to coerce or induce 
another perso,l1t9 vote for or against jl particular candidate or 
abstJin from voting; I 

(~) directly or :indirectly. dismisses or' thr~atens to dismiss 
another person frbm any employ men' or othe'!, gainful uccupn-
. I 'I' I f lIOn or pre\'ent.' or t ,reatens to prevent nnot ,er person rom , ' 

oblaining any employment or other gninful occupntion or from 
continuing in any ;gainful occu/Jati?n or applies. or threatens to 
a"plv any sanctioln whatsoever to' another per~on in order to 
t. . I' 

induce that other person t~ vote for, or because that other per-I 
son "Jted or did noi vote ror a particular candiddte or because 
that olher pcrsbn abstained rrolil voting; , 

, (xi) being a presiding onicer or a polling stationjfails to dis-
Pia\' a ball.ot box in accordance Jith the r..nuirements of this 

• 1 I -r 
Act: I 

(.~ii) illicitly int.pduceh ballot papers in u ballot box before, 
during or after the 'votin J; I I :,' 

I g" I 
(iiii) fr:Iudulently takes posse~sion or conceals a ballot box 

with uncounted barlot paper or removes an uncounted ballot 
paper from (\ ballot ,box; I " 

(xiv) being a: polling station onicer, purposejy neglects his 
duty with a view to o<;casioninglan irregularity; 

" , 
. (.~\') being A pdlling station offi~er. unjustifiably reruses to 
r=ei\'e a complaint. or a response to a coritplaint about the 
rroceedings at 'his polling station or to examine and seek to 
resol'o'e suc.h a complaint; , ! 

I , I , 
I(X vi) disturbs the regular functioning or a p'olling station; 

(xvii) refuses to leave a polling 5:at:00; uf:". ~ing Hsi<:ed to 
do 50 by 3 polling station officer;' I 

(",iii) being an officer-in-charge of police requested to 
, assign poli<;e officers to kfep order at a polling station. rails 
with0ut justification to do so within a reasonable time; 

(~ix) being a police officer assigned to keep brder at) 
pc-iling station wilfully neglects his duties; C' 
(d) u~e.5 or threatens to use any rorce or restraint to induce ot 

compel 3nothcr personlto sign or reTrain rrom signing any nomi-
n3t;f)n r~rcr: i I 

(;) in ~nv 1Il3nner,' fraudulently $puils. sGbstitutes. conceals. 
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, I 
d~5:rc:;s. amends or fJlsifies an~' idocul11enl relali'lg 10 Ihe elec-
IIC'Il: i j 

I' in htl fJ'th. <ub,lllils a c0r1ll'binl. or b response 10 a COI11-: 
philO: "r cfDlkn§'~, d qllcsli""l, Ihe decision II\crcon by a COI11-' 
I'·~!·:"! r~rwn rr I"xl:;: and I. . 

i.,'; '.' ;:""'.11 :i"~lificali,'n ncglecls ;" fulfil obligqlions il11p,osed 
"" "i::! f,,, pr IInder lili, 1\01: i J 

• I ! 

(1':1 :t:.Juccc; ih~ ,:lIe 1.'( ~"ncllderlu( a rigislr:ttioll certiricatc: 

(i, ~:tfc,c; nr S.IH1C'fHJC(~ ,ur ht1\'~ n rc!.!.istr:tlioJl ccrlificntc. 
, r ~. I' 
I , 

sldl h-: pillY or an "frellce. 
, , 

(2) :\n:; r~r<{,11 c0n\·icIN of an oITql:ce under seclion 98 (I) (/') 
C'r (il <hJ!J t"C liJI:1c 10 a "cnlenee bf tillee years wilhoullhe oplion 

. .: I I 
ofa l!'1~. , I 

I Ii!' 
99.-i I) Every ei!."Clinn offiek danuidale, eleclion representa­

li';c nf J onuiualc ('r ('Iher rersC'n in al!endance al a pblling stali'on 
<hJII m.~inla;n and aid ill mainlai'iing the s"crecy or Ihe vOling at 
~uch <t~liL'n. and shall 11<.'1 comnlUnieale. e~cepl for some purpose 
311lhcri7.oJ by law. 10 any pe,s~n all)' informalion as 10 Ihe name of i 
any w'l~r whC' has N has n0( Jrrlied for an:. ballol paper or voted' 
31 Ihal<lJli('n: and n0 such officC[, candidate. rel'resel/lative or other 
r-:r<('n ',hall inlerf~r. 'wilh a \,oler: after he has received a ballot 
P"r;?r ~nd l"Cfor-e he 11:" rlaceu a ballol raper in a ballot box. 

r2) :-:0 r-:rwn. (,th~:r than J per,!'n aiding a blind or an incapaci­
toled ';"{~r in accoluance wilh (hi, Acl, ,hall adcnrpi 10 obtain in the 
r·,llin~ q~!ion inf('rm3!icn a, 10 Ihe ca"didale for whol11 any voter 
in ::uch ::'{;Hion is ~r.0:.lt ((\ ,'ote (lr ha$ vOlet.!. ! 

P) .\n:- l"Cr,en "'n0 c(Ontr:!,"cne$ sullsecti6n (I) or (2) shall be 
guilt:. qf 3n arrenc-e. 

11)0. E';cr; t,rrcrocc ur,,~cr :l1i, Acl ,Ibll he a cognizable oITence . , , 
'."llhin 'he meanim: 0f Ihe Crinrinal Procedure anu Evidence <l:ode·. 

. - l !! 
! 1 . 

101. -{ I) A rer>on guilt:.' of an off~'nce under this Act for which 
n') ether r"?nally has been >wified! shall be iiablc to a firye of 
K50.U::n and 10 imrri>C1nmen( lor fii'e years. : 

(2) In }d-iJilion 10 the renalt)" under subsection (I), the cou\"I may 
m:lke an c-rdcr-' j! I 1 I 

r.,l whcr-e arplicable. bming. the convicted person from p,erJ 
krmiil£ the dUlies of his office in connexion wilh the electibri: - , . 

, ., 
,i.: '1J'['C:1Jing Ihc righl qr Ihe con\'icled !pcr~ol1 to vole' in the 

cle'::;'n N 3nn'.ll!ing (he \Tle cast by Sllth person: allli ! 
i 
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te) haying regard Io the nalure of the activity c~mstituting the 
orr~nce. giving stich; directions a~ th~ court consider;> to be war-
[:lnled in the circum,tances. i 

i : I I . 
, PART XII-GENER~L i 'I 

102. A; the end of its functions. the Commission shalt deposit 
all document> fonning1the omcial record of an election [<including 
·.·oler, rrgi,ters. ballot pa~r>. records from counpil, 'arcas and 
p"IIing ,tal inn', and 'ullllllarirs thereof and the record and SUIII­

mar,' of Ihe nalic>nal re~ult) with the Chief Elections Omcer which 
shali retain and l'reser\'c,~lIch documents'ill safe alld secure cu~tJdy 

, , 
wi!h<:.>ut ue<IT1Icl it'n fnr:i pel iod of twelve rnunths. 

103.1 If arler Ihe hokling of all c;lectiollllll person has Ocell elect­
et! ill 0Ui.' or l1\ore ,"'ards. a sessio!1 of the cuullcil lIIay cOllllllence 
nOI·".'ilhslanding an)' such vacancy. I 

, , , 
I 0.( TIle Minister may IIlake r~glliatiuns for carrying inl6 errcct 

the rre>\'isie>n e>f Ihis Act and for rn'allers lIecessary or required to be 
rrcscril-coJ N 'lX'ciried undc'r this Act. 

I , I 
ra.«,~t! in Parli3m~n! !hi~ ninlh day pf July. one thbusand, hine hundred and 

. . I I nlnetY-Sll. . 
i, i 
! 

p, , , . ' 
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I 

I , I 
! , 

i R, L. GONDWE 
'cler~ of Parliamellt 
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