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SECflON 
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7, Proof of documents 

An Act to Make Pro"ision [or the Preservation o[ Public Security 
and for Matters Incidental Thereto 

115'111 JUNE, 19601 

1 of IW,{) 
3 of 1965 

G.N.22/1963 
73/1%4(M) 

1. This Act may be cited as the Preservation of Public Security Short t;tle 
Act. 

2. In this Act. the expression "public security" includes the 
securing of the safety of persons and property, the maintenanl'e 
of supplies and services essential to the life of the community, the 
prevention and suppression of violence, intimidation, disorder 
and crime, the maintenance of the administration of justice and 
the prevention and suppression of mutiny, rebellion and con· 
certed defiance of and disobedience to law[ully constituted 
atithorily and the laws in force in Malawi. 

3,-0) If at any time the Minister is satislied that it is neccs· 
sary [or the preservation of public security so to do, he may, by 
notice published in the Ga:ellc, declare that the provisions of 
subsection (2) shall come into operation and thereuron those 
provisions shall come into operation accordingly; allll they 
shall continue in operation until the Minister, by further notice 
published in the Ga:ette, directs that they shall cease to have 
effect, whereupon they shall cease to have effect except as re· 
spccts things previously done or omitted to be dOllc. - , 

(2) The Minister may, for the preserVation of public security, by 
regu lations--

(a) make provision for the prohibition of the publication 
and dissemination of matter which appears to him to be preju. 
dicial to public security, and, to the extent which appears to 
him to be necessary [or that purpose, ~\>r the regulation ami 
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Interpreta· 
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Cap, 1:01 

control of the production. publishing, sale, supply, distributiun 
and possession of publications; 

(b) make provisiun for Ihe prol1ibition, rcstriction and con· 
Irol of assemblies; 

(c) make provision for the prohibition. restriction and con
trol of residence. movement and transport of persons. the pos
session. acquisilion. usc and transport of movable propcrty. 
and the entry to, cgress from. occupation and use of inlillOv, 
able property; 

(tI) make provision for the regulation. control and main
tenance of supplies and serviccs; 

Ie) make provision for the detention of persons; 

(f) make provision requiring persons to do work and render 
serviccs~ 

(g) make prons(on for. and authorize the doing of. such 
other things as appear to him to be strictly rcquired by thc 
exigcncics of the situation in Malawi. 

4. Regulations mad~ under scction 3 may-

(a) make provision for the paymcnt of compcnsation and 
remuneration to persons affected by the regulations; 

(b) ,make provision for the apprehension and trial of persons 
offending against the regUlations, and. notwithstanding section 
21 (e) of the General Intcrpretation Act. for such penalties as 
,the Minister may think fit for offences thereunder; 

(c) make provision for amending or for suspcnding thc 
operation of any law other than the Constitution; 

(tI) make provision for cmpowering such authoritics and 
pcrsons as may be spccilicd in the regui:llions to make orders 
and rules for any of the purposcs for \yhich such regulaliuns 
may be made; 

(e) make provision fur the dclegation and transfcr of powers 
and duties confcrred and imposed by ur under Ihe regulations; 

(f) contain such other incidental and supplemcntary provi. 
sions as appear to the Minister to be ncccssary or desirable for 
the purposes of such regulations: 

Provided that nothing in the furcgoing provisions of this 
section or in section 3 shall authorize the rnaking of any regula. 
tions providing for the trial of persons by military courts, 
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5.-(1) Any regulation made under this Act may be made to 
apply to !v!alali'i or to any part thereof, and to any person or 
class of persons or to the public gcncrally, 

(2) Any regulation madc under this Act, and any order or rule 
made under any such regulation, shall have elTect notwithstand
ing anything inconsistent there\\'ith contained in any law other 
than the Constitution, and to the extent of any such inconsistency 
any suclt law as aforesaid shall have n'l encct so long as such 
rcgulation, ordcr or rule shall rcmain in force. 

3 

Application 
and effect of 
rcg;ululiom 

G. [very doculllent purporting to be an order, licence, permit, Proof of 
certilicate, dircction. authority, or othcr document made, granted documents 
or issued by the /..,iinister or any other authority or person in 
pursuance of this Act or any rcgulation m::de undcr this Act or 
::lily order or ru!c m;td~ tlntier :Illy SlH ... h rcgul,alion. :lIld purport-
in~ to be si~ncd bv or on bell:"f "I' the J\linister or such other 
al~llOrity or -perso,;, sitall be received in evidence, and shall. until 
the contrary is proved, be <kcllled to have been made, granted or 
issued by the Minister or that authority or person. 

.' 

L.R.D. 111979 
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Citation 

Interpreta· 
tion 

LA\\"S OF ~IAL\I\I 

Cap. l-l:()2 ['{('serration of Puhlic Security 

D~'( 1!l1 (ifioJ!, ruhfic Scowll)' R,gll/(I(iOlIJ 

SL:llSlDL\RY LEGISLATION 

DECL\ltATlON 

wII/a .<. 3 

The i\linister has declared that section J (2) or the Act 
shall comc into op~ration. 

TilE PUGLIC SECURITY REGULATIONS 

ARR,\NG[~II:N r OF IU,GULATIONS 
REG. 

1. Citation 
2. Interpretation 
3. Detention orders 
4. Clliltroi nrdcrs 
5. Acts. worJs ur writings prejudicial tl) public safety or public 

order 
6. Control of firc::~rll1s. GlllllHlIlitiull and c.'\plosi\'cs 
7. Illegal poSSCSSill1l uf firearms 
8. Speci"l areas 
9. Power to disconnect tclcplwllcs 

10. Power to obtain information 
11. Consorting with anti haruf'luring suspcdcd persons 
12. Control of \'esse!s ami \'chicics 
13. Obligation to uo work to rt:nder services 
14. Powcrs of scarch 
15. Penalties 

TilE PliBLIC SECURITY HEGUL\T\ONS 

IInder s. 3 

1. These Regulations 111"), be cited as the Public Security 
Regulations. 

2 •. ln these Regubtions. unless the context otherwisc requires-

"authorized ollker" inc1l!de~ a polic~ oiliccr not below the rank 
of Inspector. a person holding a commission in the armed 
rorces or ;vlakl\\'i and any person duly authorized in writing 
as :tn authorizcd oillcer I'or the purpose of Ihese Regulations 
by Ihe ivlinister or by the COl11l11issi\'mer or Police; 

" 
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I'uhlir Sen/fir.\' Regflla/irllls 

"fircarm" means all)' barrclled wcapoll of any description from 
which any shot. bullet !1r pther missilc can ill' discharged or 
which can bc a[bptcd ror the discharge "f any such shot, 
bullet or other missile, and any we"poll of whatevcr descrip. 
tion designcd or adapted for thc discharge of any noxious 
liquid, gas or othcr thing dangerous to human bcings, and 
includcs any componcnt part of any such wcapon as aforc· 
said and any acccssary ta any such wcapon dcsigncd ar 
adaptcd to elimin'ltc or dimini,11 the noise or flash caused by 
firing any such \\capon, but docs not include any antique 
firearm which has bcen rendered incapable of usc as a 
fircarm, 

3.·-(1) Thc l'vlinister may, if hc considcrs it to be neccssary for 
the preservation of puhlic order so to (h" l11ake all order ag.ainst 
any person dirccting that he be detaincd. 

. (2) An)' person in respect of whom a detcntion ordcr has bccn 
madc may be arrested without warrant by any administrativc 
onkcr, police ollker or any mcmbcr of thc armed forces of 
Malali'i. 

(3) The Minister may at any time rcvoke or vary any detcn
tion order or may direct that thc operation of such order be 
suspended subject to such conditions, if any, as thc Ministcr may 
think fit, and may at any time rcvokc any such dircction or 
suspcnsion' or vary any such conditions. 

(4) Without prcjudice to thc generality of subrcgulation (3), 
whcre a detention order is suspended the pcrson against whom 
the order is madc may be subjccted to conditiolls-

(a) imposing upon him such restrictions as may be spccir,cd 
in the direction in respect of his employment or business and in 
respect of his place of residence, and in rcspect of his associa
tion or communication with othcr persons; 

(b) prohibiting him frolll heing <'lit of doors betwcen such 
hours as may be so spccilied except witll tllc authority of a 
written permit granted by such authority or person as lIIay be 
so specified; 

(e) prohibiting or restricting thc possession or use hy hilll of 
any spccified article; 

(d) rcquiring him to notify his movements in such manner, 
at such times and to such authority or person <'s may be so 
specified; , 

(e) requiring him to rcport t., such pcr~.on. nt such timcs and 
at such places as may be so specilied: 

.. ' 

Detention 
oltlcrs 
U,N. 
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Control 
orders 

Cap. 14:02 PI"CScI"ralitlll of Fublic S('('I(I"il), 

Public Scm,-ity Ret:lllarit'lls 

(fJ prohibiting him from trawlling except in accordance with 
permission given to him by such authority or person as may be 
so specified. 

(5) If.any person f::ils to comply with a condition attached to a 
direction given by the i,,!inister under subreguiation (3) that 
person shall, whether or not the direction is varied or revoked in 
consequence of the failure, be guilty of an ofTencc. 

(6) Any person dctaincd in pursuance of this regulation shall 
be deemed to be in lawful cll3tody and sllall be detained in such 
pl:lcr as may be specificd in the detention order or in accordance 
with any instructions which may be issucd by the fVlinister in that 
behalf: 

Provided that where the ~linister specified in the detcntion 
• ordcr that a pcr;.on sh::!1 be detaincd in :In)' place dcclared to be 
a prison under thc /:!ws of M:d:l\vi relating to prison., nothing in 
this subrcguiation ~h,,11 be to the prejudice "I' any power under 
such law to direct tI,·~ rcmoval of such person from such prison to 
any other prison. . 

(7) Any authorized omcer may, without warrant, arrest any 
person in respect of whom he h::s reason to believe that there are 
grounds which would justify his detention under this regulation, 
and any such person nny be detaincd pending a decision whether 
a detention order should be m~de against him, and subregulation 
(6) shall apply in respect of his detention during such period. 

(8) Any person detaincd in pursuance of this regulation shall 
perform such work as m::y be required or him from time to time 
by any person lawfully in authority ovcr 11im. 

(9) In every case where a detention order has bccn madc, the 
Minister shall, at the end of a period of six months from the date 
of the maLing of such order. and thereafter at the end of every 
ensuing period of six months. review such order and shall con
sider whether such order should not be revoked. varied or sus
pended, having reg.ard to all the circumstances of the case. 

4.-(1) The Minister may, if he considers it to be necessary for 
the preservation of public order so to do. make a control order 
against any person (hereinafter referred to as "a controlled 
person"). . 

(2) A control order 111:>.y be made for all or any of the follow
ing purposes, that is to say-

(a) for prohibiting, except insof;\r as may be permitted by 
the order or by a written permit issued by the Miuister, the 

.- i : 
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controlled person from entering. leaving or remaining in any 
such place or area in Malawi as may be specified in the order; 

(b) for requiring the controlled person to notify his move
ments in such manner. at such times and to such persons as 
may be specified in the order; 

(c) for requiring the controlled person to report to such 
persons. at such times and at such places as nlay be specified in 
the order. 

(3) Any permit issued under subregulation (2) (a) shall specify 
the purpose for which it is issued and may be issued subject to 
such terms and conditions as may appear expedient to the 
Minister. 

(4) A control order shall come into force upon the date thereof 
and the controlled person shall forthwith remove or be removed 
from any place from which he is prohibited from entering or 
remaining in or to any place which he is prohi\lited from leaving 
by an authorized officer. police officer or any person acting on 
behalf of the Minister. Any controlled person. whilst being so 
removed. shall be deemed to be in lawful custody. 

(5) A controlled person who contravenes a\lY of the provisions 
of the control order made against him or who fails to comply 
with any of the terms and conditions of any pormit issued under 
subregulation (2) (a) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(6) Any controlled person who is at any time in any place or 
area in contravention of the provisions of a cpntrol order or of 
the terms or conditions of any permit issued under subrcgulation 
(2) (a) may be removed from that place or ar'ea by any author
ized officer. police officer or any person acting on behalf of the 
Minister. and "for such purpose such force as nJaY be reasonably 
necessary may be used. Any controlled person. whilst being so 
removed. shall be deemed to be in lawful custody. 

(7) In every case Where a control order has been made under 
this regulation. the Minister. or other such person as may be 
appointed by the Minister for this purpose. sh'lll. at the end of a 
period of six months from the date of the ma~ing of such order. 
and thereafter at the end of every ensuing thrqe months. review 
such order and shall consider whether such c;>rder should be re
voked or amended having regard to all the circumstances. 

·(8) Any authorized officer may. without \yarrant. arrest any 
person in respect of whom he has reason to believe that there are 
grounds which would justify the making o"f a control order 
against him under this regUlation. and any Stich person may be 
detained in custody for a period not exceedirig 28 days pending 
a decision whether a control order should be iliade against him. 

7 

[Subsidiary) 
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5.-(1) No person shall do any act or publish anything 
likely-

(a) to be prejudicial to public security; 

(b) ·to undermine the authority of. or the public confidence 
in. the Government; 

(c) to promote feeling of ill-will or hostility between any 
sections or classes or races of the inhabitants of Malawi; or 

(d) to promote • .or shall attempt to promote. industrial un
rest i:l any industry in Mala wi in which he has not been bOl/a 
fide engaged for at least two years immecjiately preceding. 

(2) Any person who contravenes this regulation shall be guilty 
of an ofTence. 

(3) For the purposes of this regulation. the word "publish" 
includes any publication by means of words written or spoken. 
pictorial representations. gramophone records and cinema films. 
including sound tracks. 

6.-( I) Subject to the general and special directions of the 
Minister. the Commissioner of Police may by order-

(a) prohibit. restrict or regulate the buying. selling or other
wise dealing in firearms. ammunition or explosive substunce. 
either in Malawi generally or in any ~rea spedfied in such 
order; 

(b) direct all persons having in their possession or custody. 
either in Malawi generally or in such aroa as may be specified 
in the order. any firearms. ammunition or explosive- substance 
to surrender the .same forthwith to an authorized omcer or to 
any police station. or to keep or deposit the same in a place 
approved by the Commissioner of Police or in a place specified 
in the order: 

Provided that an order under this p:\ragraph may exempt 
therefrom such persons or classes of per~ons as may be speci
fied therein; 

(e) cancel or suspend any licence. permit or certificate issued 
in relation to any firearms under any law in force in Malawi or 
direct that any such licence. permit or certificate shall have 
effect subject to such conditions as m<ly be specified in the 
order. -

(2) Any person who contravenes any <lrder made under sub
regulation (!) shall be liable to a fine of t:500 and to imprison
ment for ten years. 
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Pllh/ic Security Regulations 

7. Any person who carries or has in his possession or under his 
control any firearm. ammunition or explosive substance without 
lawful authority shall be liable to a fine of £500 and to imprison
ment for ten years. 

8.-(1) If. as respects any area. it appears to the Minister to 
be necessary that special precautions should be taken for the 
preservation of public order. he may by order declare such area 
tei be a special area for the purpose of this regulation. 

(2) It shall be the duty of any person in a special area to stop 
and submit to search when called upon so to do by any adminis
trative officer. police officer or any member of the armed forces 
of Malawi. and. if any person fails to stop when challenged or 
called upon to stop by any such officer or member. he shall be 
guilty of an olTence and may be arrested by any such officer or 
member without warrant. 

(3) It shall be lawful for any administrative officer. police 
officer or any member of the armed forces of Malawi in order-

(a) to elTect an arrest under subregulation (2); or 

(b) to overcome forcible resistance olTered by any person to 
such arrest; or 

(c) to prevent evasion or escape from arrest or the rescue of 
any person arrested as aforesaid. 

to use such force as. in the circumstances of the case. may be 
reasonably necessary. which force may extend to the use of lethal 
weapons. 

9. Subject to the general and special directions of the Minister. 
the Postmaster-General may. if he considers it to be necessary for 
the preservation of publie order. disconnect any telephone service 
in Malawi. 

10.-( I) Any person shall. on being requested by an author
ized officer or police officer. furnish or produce to an authorized 
officer or police officer any information. article. book or docu
ment in his possession or power which the authorized officer or 
police officer making the request considers it necessary for the 
preservation of public security to obtain or examine. and if any 
person fails to furnish or produce any such information. article. 
book or'document in pursuance of a request duly made to him 
under this regulation. he shall be liable to imprisonment for 
seven years. 

(2) Where any person fails to furnish or produce any article. 
, book or document in pursuance of a request duly made to him 
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by an authorized officer or police officer under subregulation (I) 
such authorized officer or police officer may himself take posses
sion Ihereof. 

11.-(1) Any person who consorts wilh any oiller person 
whom he knows or has reasonable cause to believe to be a 
person who inlemJs or is about 10 act. or has recently acled. in a 
manner prejudicial to the preservation of public order. shall be 
liable to imprisonment for seven years. 

(2) Any person who harbours any olher person whom he 
knows or has reasonable cause to believe to be a person who 
intends or is about to act. or has recently acted. in a manner 
prejudicial to the preservation of public order. shall be liable to 
imprison!11ent for seven years: . 

Provided that. save in respect of supplying any other person 
with shelter or assisting any other person to evade apprehension. 
no person shall be convicted of an offence ag'linst this subregula
tion if he proves that. prior to being charged with or accused of 
such offence. he voluntarily gave full information of the offence 
to a police officer. 

(3) For the ,purpose of this regulation. "harbour" includes the 
supplying of a person with shelter. food. drink. money. clothing 
or other valuable commodity. any medicine or drug or other 
medical supplies. or any material or instrument or part thereof 
for printing. typewriting or duplicating words or objects in visible 
form. or means of conveyance. or assisting a person in any way 
to evade apprehension. . 

(4) Where any authorized officer reasonably suspects that any 
building. hut or other structure is being used or is intended to be 
used for the purpose of harbouring or otherwise assisting any 
person who intends to act. or who has recently. acted. in a rna nner 
prejudicial to the preservation of public order. such authorized 
officer may. if he is satisfied that it is in the interests of public 
order so to do. order that such building. hut or other structure 
shall be dismantled or destroyed. 

12.-(1) Any authorized officer may. if it is neCeSs.1ry for the 
preservation of public order so to do. issue Orders for Ihe pro
hibition. control or regulation of movement or use of any vessel 
or road vehicle. 

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any order made 
under subregulation (I) shall be guilty of an offence. and may be 
arrested without warrant. 

(3) Where any person is charged with an olIence contrary to 
subregulation (2). it shall be competent for any authorized officer 

i r 
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to seize any vessel or vellide in respect or which tile ollenee was 
eommilled pending the hearing of the charge concerned. 

\3. Where any authorized ollieer is satislied that the exigencies 
of the situation so require. such authorized ollicer may order. 
either in writing or verbally. any person to perform any such 
work or to render such services as the authorized ollieer may 
deem to be necessary. 

14. Aliy authorized ollicer. and any per~on acting under the 
direction of an authorized officer, may. for the purpose of exer
cising or performing any powers or duties conferred or imposed 
upon him by these Regulations or any order made thereunder. or 
if he suspects that any evidence of the commission of an oll'enee 
against these Regulations or against the Penal Code or any other 
law relating to public security is likcly to be found, without 
warrant enter and search any premises, vessel. aircraft. train, 
\'ehicle or individual. and may seize anything found therein or on 
such indi\'idual as the case may be, 

15. Any person who commits an ollence againsl these Regula
tions for which no penalty is specially provided shall be liable to 
a fine of K 1000 and 'to imprisonment for five years. 

ORDER 

uncleI' reguilitiun6 (I) (b) 
of the Public Security Regulations 

The Commissioner of Police has directed that all persons, other 
than police ofticer,s and members of the armed forces of Mala\vi 
acting in the performance of their duties, who have in their 
possession or custody any Iirearms. ammunition or explosive 
substances. with the exception of shot gUlls. muzzle-loading gUlls 
and air guns. within the area set out in the Schedule should 
surrender all such lirearms, ammunition and explosive substances 
forthwith to a police officer, an officer of the armed forces of 

. Mala\"i, or to the nearest police station. 

SCHEDULE 

The whole of the Districts of Mangochi, Kasupe, Karollga, Cltitipa. 
Rumphi, Nkhala Bay and Mzimba. 

[Subsidiur)'J 
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• 

Order 

ORDER 

ul/der reg. X (I) 

of Ihe Public Sec"ril), ReguicllivlIs 
The tvlinister has declared that the area set out in the Schedule 

hereto shall be a special area for the purpose of regulation 8 of 
the Public Security Regulations. 

SCHEDULE 

The whole of the Districts of Mangochi, Kasupe. Karonga, Chitipa, 
Rumphi, Nkhata Bay and ~Izimba. 

. I 
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Preservation 0/ Public Security (Air Services) Regulations 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY (AIR SER· 
VICES) REGULATIONS 

IInder s. 3 

J3 

ISubsidiary] 

G.N. 
111/1966 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Preservation of Citation 

Public Security (Air Services) Regulations. 

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpreta. 
lion 

"air service" shall have the meaning assigned thereto in section 2 
of the Act; 

"Minister" means the Minister of Transport and Communica· 
tions; . 

"permit" means a permit issued by the Ivlinister under these 
Regulations autborizing the holder thereof to provide an air 
service to, from or within Malawi; 

"the Act" means the Air Services Aet. 

3. Notwithstanding the Act, no person shall provide an air 
service to, from or within Malawi-

(a) otherwise than in accordance with the conditions of a 
permit; or 

(b) while the permit authorizing the provision of the air ser· 
vice is suspendecJ, 

whether or not such person holds a permit issued under and in 
accordance with the Act. 

Cap. 70:02 

No air ser
vice to be 
provided 
without 
permit 

4.-0) An application for the issue, renewal, transfer or Application 
. amendment of a permit shall be made to the Minister in such for permit 

manner as the Minister may direct. 

(2) Section 5 (2) and (3) of the Act and, if the Minister so 
directs, such of the provisions of sections 6 and 7 of the Act as 
the Minister may specify, shall. mlltatis mlll(lndis, apply in rela· 
tion to an application under and in accordance with subregula. 
tion (1). 

(3) If the Minister wishes to refer an application under and in 
accordance with subregulation (I) to a tribunal, sections 9 to 12 
mclusive of the Act in relation to matters referred toa 
tribunal by the Minister shall, mWalis /lIlItandis, apply. 

(4) Where the Minister-

L.R.O.I/1968 
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(a) has directed under subregulation (2) that any of the 
provisions of sections 6 and 7 of the Act shall apply in relation 
to any application; or 

(b) wishes to refer the application to a tribunal under sub· 
regulation (3). 

the fee that would have been payable under section 20 of the 
Act. had the application been made under the Act, shall be 
payable. 

5.-(1) The Minister may. with or without the recommenda. 
tion of a tribunal/reject an application made under and in accor· 
dance with regulation 4 (I) or grant. revoke. suspend. transfer. 
renew or vary a permit. whether or not application therefor has 
been made. and include such conditions to a permit as he thinks 
necessary or expedient. 

(2) Where the Minister has granted a perrpit to any person he 
may suspend the application of the Act in respect of the holder 
of such permit. 

6. If a holder of a permit ~pplies for the reriewal of the permit 
before the lapse of the period of its validity. the permit shall be 
treated as being in force until the holder is notified in writing on 
behalf of the Minister that the Minister has refused his applica. 
tion or has renewed the permit. 

7. A person who"-

(a) procures or attempts to procure for himself or another a 
permit by means of fraud. a false representation or the con· 
cealment of a material fact; 

(b) makes or causes to be. made in conJ]exion with an appli. 
cation a false declaration in a document used for the purposes 
of the application; 

(c) forges or utters. knowing the same to be forged. a docu· 
ment purporting to be a permit; or 

(d) contravenes regulation 3. 

shall be liable to a fine of £500 and to imprisonment for two years. 
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PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY (CONSERVATION 
OF MOTOR FUEL) REGULATIONS 

under s. 3 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Preservation of Public 
Security (Conservation of Motor Fuel) Regulations. 

15 
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G.N. 
74/1979 
16/1980 

162/1980 
22/1981 

Citation 

2. In these Regulations unless the context otherwise requires- !oterp"'l" 
tion 

"container" means any receptacle other than a tank to which 
the Petroleum (Storage) Regulations apply and the fuel tank 
of a vehicle with which that vehicle was equipped at the time 
of manufacture and any necessary replacement thereof; 

"diesel oil" means any' hydrocarbon oil ordinarily supplied or 
used as fuel for any diesel engine; 

"fuel" means petroleum spirit, diesel oil, ilIl1I1linating paraffin 
oil, gas oil and furnace fuel, but does not include aviation 
spirit; . 

"fuel station" means a petrol filling station where fuel is sold by 
retail direct to the consumer; 

"vehicle" means a mechanically propelled conveyance constructed 
or adapted or intended for use or capable of being used on 
the road. 

3.-(1) Subject to subregulation (2), no perspn shall obtain Prohibited 
and no person shall supply, at a fuel station, any fuel- fuel . 

transactions 
(a) between 0600 hours and 1800 hours on a Saturday or G.N. 

Sunday; 22/1981 

(b) at any time during the 'period between 1800 hours and 
0600 hours, 

otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of regulation 4. 

(2) The Minister has power, by Order, to suspend the operation 
of the provisons of sub regulation (I) or any of them and may, 
from time to time, delegate the exercise of such power to a public 
officer. 

(3) No person at a fuel station shall obtain, or supply to any 
other person, in a container-

(a) any gas oil or furnace fuel otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of regulation 4; 

(b) petroleum spirit in a quantity greater than 20 litres: 
(c) illuminating paraffin oil in a quantity greater than 20 litres; 
(d) diesel oil in a quantity greater than 200 lilres. 

(4) Any person who contravenes any provision ()fthis regulation 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

L.R.O. 1/1982 



16 

[Subsldlaryl 

Pcnnits 

Purchase of 
fuel 
restricted to 
cash trans .. 
actions 

Application 

Penalties 

LAWS OF MALAWI 

Cap. 14:02 Preservation of Public Security 

Prestn'Otioll 0/ Public Security (Conservation 01 Motor Fuel) Regulations 

4.-(1) A District Commissioner, and in the absence of the 
District Commissioner an Assistant District Commissioner, has 
power to issue under his hand a permit authorizing, subject to 
such cO.nditions as shall be specified therein, the delivery of 
petroleum spirit or diesel oil into the fuel tank of a specified 
vehicle or container. 

(2) A permit shall be issued in such form as is appropriate from 
among those set out in the First Schedule. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of regulation 3 (I), the 
holder of a permit may lawfully obtain, and a person may lawfully 
supply to the hold,er, fuel by delivery thereof into the fuel tank 
of a vehicle or container in compliance with the conditions 
specified in the permit. 

(4) Any person who obtains or supplies fuel otherwise than in 
accordance with the conditions of any permit shall be guilty of 
an offence. . 

5.-(1) Any person who, at any fuel station, buys or sells any 
fuel otherwise than for cash shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) For the purposes of this regulation, "cash" means payment 
in full in Malawian currency contemporaneously with the delivery 
of the relevant fuel, or payment by requisition order in the form 
specified in the First Schedule. 

6.-(1) These Regulations do not apply with respect to the 
obtaining or supply of fuel direct into the fuel tank of any vehicle 
or class of vehicles owned or operated exclusively by any person 
or organization listed in the Second Schedule. 

(2) Save as is otherwise expressly provided under these Regula
tions the said Regulations shall apply 10 the Government. 

7. Any person who commits an offencl) against these Regula
tions shall be liable to a fine of K2,OOO and to imprisonment for 
a term of two years. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORMS 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY ACT 
(CAP. 14:02) 

FORM I 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY (CONSERVATION OF 
MOTOR FUEL) REGULATIONS 

(REGULATION 4) 

PERMIT TO PURCHASE PETROL/DIESEL' (ONE PURCHASE ONLY) 

This permit must be surrelldered to the Fillillg Statioll AI/elldallt at time 
of purchase of Petrol/ Diese'·. 

To ................................................................................................................................................................ . 
(Name) 

1... .• t; 

,-



, 
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Address ................................................................. : .............. . 
Registration mark ofvehide/capacity of container .......................... . 

Make (wltere applicable) ........................................................... . 
On the grounds stated be [ow, the owner of the container or vehicle 

bearing the registration mark quoted above is hereby exempted from 
the application of regulation 3 of the Preservation of Public Security 
(Conservation of Motor FueI) Regulations and is permitted to purchase 
Petrol/Diesel" at any fuel station, AND any person who, at any fuel 
station, sells to the above-named ve!J.ide owner .any such motor fuel, 
by delivery thereof into' the fuel tank of the said motor vehicle, is, for 
the purpose of such sale and delivery, also exempt from the afore-
mentioned regulation ................................... , .......................... . 

Place ................................................................................... . 
Date of issue .............................. ; ........................................... . 

(To be completed in triplicate) 
°Delete whichever is inapplicable 

District Commissioner 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY ACT 
(CAP. 14:02) 

FORM 2 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY (CONSERVATION OF 
MOTOR FUEL) REGULATIQNS 

(REGULATION 4) 

PERMIT TO PURCHASE PETROL/DIESEL' (MULTIPLE PURCHASES) 

UpOII expiry tltis permit should be s/lrrelldered /0 the issuing District 
Commissioner 

To ..................................................................................... .. 
(Name) 

Address .................................................... , ........................... . 
Registration mark of vehicle/capacity of container ......................... .. 
Make (wltere applicable) ............................... : ........................... . 

On the grounds stated below, the owner of the container or vehicle 
bearing the registration mark quoted above is hereby exempted from 
the application of regulation 3 of the Preservation of Public Security 
(Conservation of Motor Fuel) Regulations and is permitted to purchase 
Petrol/Diesel' at any fuel station, AND any person who, at any fuel 
station, sells to the above-named vehicle owner any such motor fuel, 
by delivery thereof into the fuel tank of the said motor vehicle, is, for 
the purpose of such sale and delivery, also exempt from the aforesaid 
regulation ............................................................................. . 
........................................................................................... 

This permit shall be valid from ...................... : .......................... .. 
to and including .................................................................... . 

17 
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Date 

I. 
I 

i 

Amount of Petrol/ 
Diesel' delivered in 

litres 

Place ......................................... . 
Date of issue ......................... : ...... . 

(To be completed in triplicate) 
'Delete whichever is inapplicable 

Name of filling 
station 

Signature or 
thumbprint of 

Attendant 

District Commissioner 

FORM 3 

TRIPLICATE MALA \VI GOVERNMENT G.P. 90B 

RGQUISITION FOR PETROL AND OIL SUPPLIES 
B ............ . 

I Vehicle No ......... . 

Please supply the bearer with the supplies shown below for account 
of the .................................................................. Department 

.......................................... , 19 .... .. 

...................................................... 
(Signolllre of Requisitioning Officer) 

Station .................................. .. 
(Tit/e) 

I Litres/kg Quantities (IN WORDS) 

Petrol 

Lubricating Oil, Grade .. 

Paraffin, Power 

Paraffin, Illuminating 

Diesel Fuel 

Grease, Type 

Requisitioning Officers must strike out spaces not used above . 

• 1 
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To be completel! by Requisition· 
ing Ollieer: 

I. Ollice to which account is to 
be rendered: 

2. Estimated cost of purchase (in 
words): 
........................... Kwacha 

........................... tambala 

3. Head Sub·head 
to be charged. 

4. Certilied (i) that. funds arc 
available to meet the cost of 
this purchase, on \Varrant 
No ............................... . 
held by me; and (ii) that tile 
estimated cost has been 
cntt.!red in my Votes Lcd£cr as 
a commitment. 
Signature ..................... '" 

TRIPLICATE 

To be completed by Omcer 
taking delivery: 

RECEtVED 
Petrol...... .................. litres 
Lubricating Oil......... ... " 
Paraffin, Power............ " 
Parallin, Illuminating...... .. 
Diesel Fuel.................. " 
Grease ....•...................... kg 

(Sigllalure) 

(Title) 

DISTRIUUTlON: 
Original-to supplier, to be 

sent by him to ollice indicated 
for payment at end of month. 

Duplicate-to supplier, for 
retention by him. 

Triplit:'..1tc-to remain in book. 

REQUISITION FOR PETROL AND OIL 
SUPPLIES TO VEHICLES OWNED BY 

A STATUTORY BODY 

No ..................... . 

Vehicle No ............... . 

Plcas~ supply the bcarc:r with the supplies shown below for accollnt 
of tile (Nallle vf Stalll(Vry Body) 

....................................... , 19 ...... 

(SigllGllIre of Requisitionillg OjJicer) 

Station ................................. . 

(Title) 

19 
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Litres/kg Quantities (IN WORDS) 

Petrol 

Lubricating Oil, Grade .. 

Paraffin, Power 

Paraffin, Illuminating 

Diesel Fuel 

Grease, Type 

Requisitioning Officers must strike out spaces not used above. 

To be completed by Requisition
ing Officer: 

1. Office to which account is to 
be rendered: 

2. Estimated cost of purchase (in 
words): 
........................... Kwacha 
........................... tambala 

3. Head Sub-head 
to be charged. 

4. Certified (i) that funds are 
available to meet the cost of 
this purchase, on Warrant No. 
........................... held by 
me; and (ii) that the estimated 
cost has been entered in my 
Votes Ledger as a commit
ment. 
Signature ....................... . 

To be completed by Officer 
taking Delivery: 

RECEIVED 

Petrol ........................... litres 
Lub. Oil.... .................. " 
Paraffin, Power .,_ ......... . 
Paraffin. lJIum. ....... ...... " 
Diesel fuel....... ............ " 
Grease :....................... kg 

(Signature) 

( Title) 

DISTRIUUTlON: 

Original-to supplier, to be 
sent by him to office indicated 
for pa)'ment at end of month. 

Duplicate-to supplier, for 
retention by him. 

Triplicat~-to remain in book. 

" 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

Oll'ller of Vehicle 
I. State Residences 
2. Malawi Army 
3. Malawi Police Force 
4. Mala\vi Young Pioneers (excluding Spearhead En,terprises) acting 

pursuant to section 9 of the Young Pioneers Act 
5. Air Malawi 
6. Heads and Deputy Heads of Diplomatic Missions 
7. Vehicles owned by the following statutory bodies

(a) Electricity Supply Commission 
(b) Lilongwe Water Board 
(c) Blantyre Water Board 

8. Malawi Railways 

Type of Vehicle 
I. Hospital Ambulances 
2. Bulk fuel delivery vehicles 
3. Fire Service vehicles 
4. "Motor omnibuses" as defined in regulation 2 of the Road Traffic 

(Public Service Vehicles) (Operation) Regulations (Cap. 69:01 
sub. leg. p. 227) 

" 
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