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R[GISTRATION OF VOTERS 

.. \11 Art I'rO\ iii i II!! for thr regislratioll of Hllers for I'rrsidrlltial 
:tllli l'arli:llnelltar), Elrctions alld for l1Ialtrrs (ollnected 
Ihrrc\\ illt 

[6111 JUI.Y, 1<)6('1 

PART I 

PRELlMI:-JARY 

I. This ACI 111:11' he cilcd as Ihe Regislralion of Volers IIcl. 

2. 111 this .\ct. ull1c~s the C(lllle.\( oth('f\\'isc requires -

";Jl!l' and 1\:sill":IH.:C \.,\,.'rtilk'alc" me:lIlS the l'cnificatc pnwidcu f(1r 
1IIH.lCI' sC'l"tion (;: 

";lUllwrized l,liicer" means a person appointeu by the registralion 
supen'isor under section 3 to issue age and residellce certi­
ficates: 

"constitucllcy" means an area uelimited as sUcil under section S 
, of the Republic of Mala\"i (Constitulion) Act. or under 

section 3 I of the Constitution: 

"the Electoral Commission" means the Electoral Commission 
established by section 30 of the Constitution: 

"publication" means the publication in such manner as the 
registration supcn'isor or registration officer shall C011sidcr 
suitable to bring the malleI' to the allenti(Hl of the persnns 
concerned. and cognate expressions shall be construed 
accordingly; 

"registration district" or "registration sub-district" me:lns a 
registration district or a registration sub-di,;trict estahlished 
under section 4; 

"registration ollica" means a person appointed as SUch under 
section J allo includes an assistant registratiol1 nlliccr; 

"registr:t!ion supervisor" me3ns a person appointed as such under 
section 3 and includes the deputy registration supervisor and 
any assistant registration supervisor. 

3.-(1) The Electoral Commission shall' appoint a registration 
supervisor and may appoint a deputy regi:.tration supervisor and 

," 
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assistant registration supervisors all of whom shall. in the exer­
cise of their functions. be subjel't to the general and special 
dinxtions of the Electoral Commission. 

(2) The registration supervisor shall-

(0) exercise general direction and supervIsion over the 
administrative conduct of the registration of voters Jnd shall 
enforce on the part of all registration officers and authorized 
officers fairness, impartiality and compliance with this Act; 

(b) issue to registration officers and authorized officers such 
instructions as from time to time he may deem necessary to 
ensure effective execution of this Act; and 

(c) perform all other functions which' by or under this Act 
are assigned to him. 

(3) Every District Commissioner shall be ex officio a registra­
tion officer and shall be responsible for the maintenance of voting 
registers for such constituencies as the registration supervisor 
may. by order which shall be published in the Gazelle, assign to 
him. 

(4) The registration supervisor may ap{JOint such number of 
assistant registration officers in each registration district as he 
may deem necessary and an assisrant registration officer so 
appointed may be appointe? ·to be in chaflle of anyone or more 
registration sub-districts_" 

(5) Subject to such directions as the registration officer may 
from time to time issue. an' assistant registration officer may 
exercise and perform all the powers and· duties of a registration 
officer. 

(6) The registration supervisor may appoint such number of 
authorized officers in each registration district as he may deem 
necessary or may nominate any class or classes of persons as he 
may specify from which the registration officer in any area may 
appoint authorized officers for that area. 

PART II 

REGtSTRATtON OF VOTERS 

4.-(1) Each constituency of Malawi shall be a re!listfation R<~i'lralion 
d" . di~trit'ts and 

19lrtCt. !<iub.di'i'lricls 

(2) The registration supervisor Sh:lll divide any registration 
district into such registration sub-districts as may be necessary for 
ease in administration and shall notify thq appropriate registra-
tion officer accordingly. 

3 
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Rc~i"lratinn s. Every person '.\ hI] is LJualilit.·d uillkr ~L'ctiOIl 2') uf the Cull· 

"~e 3nd 
residence 
certific.,,\le 

stilution ll> be rcgi ... tcrcd a~ ;1 voter Illay JPply at any til11e fur 
registration as a voter ill the rcgistr;tlioll Jislril.'l in whkh he 
either-

(a' .is ordinarily resident: or 

(h) was born: or 

1(") is employcJ l'r c'Hries on a business. 

6.-1 I) Every applicant for registration "S a voter shall obtain 
from an authClrizeu ollicer an age and resiuence certificate in the 
form set <H't in the First Schedule to this Act or in a form sub· 
stanti.lIl), to the like elfect. and such form shall be completcO by 
the authorizeu oOiccr from information supplied by sllch appli· 
cant if the authorized omcer is satisfied that such information is 
correct. 

(2) After obtaining the certificate required in subsection (l). 
Ihe applicant shall thereupon in person present it to the appro· 
priate registration omcer who shall. if he is satisfied that the 
applicant is qualified to be registered as I' voter. enter the parti­
culars stated on the certificate in a registration amendment list 
and -shall endorse the certificate and return it 1'0 the applioant. 
who may be required to produce it _when applying for a ballot 
paper at any subsequent election. -

G.N. (3) An age and residence certificate issued under the National 
255/1963 Assembly !Registration of Voters) Regulations 1963 (now 

revoked I. shall be deemed to have been issued under this Act. 

Publication 
of new 
voters list 

7.-(\) The registration officer shall at intervals of not less 
than six months nor more than twelve months and at such other 
times as may be directed by the registration supervisor. publish 
in each registration district for which he is responsible a request 
for all qualified persons who are not Ihen registered in any 
constituency to register as voters. 

(2) Not less than two weeks following the publication of such 
request. the registration officer shall publish in a registration 
amendment list the names of persons who have applied for 
registration since the last publication of such list. affording an 
opportunity for objection to be made. 

(3) The registration officer shall allow a period of not less than 
two weeks following the publication of such amendment Jist 
during which time a person who believes his name wrongfully to 
have been omitted may object. 

(4) A voter registered in a constituency may. within the period 
allowed under subsection (3). object to .the inclusion in the regi­
ster of -the name of any person whose" name appears in an 
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amenument list fvr that constituency published unuer sub,cction 
(2). 

(5) ,\n objection ulllkr this seeti,)n shall be m"dc in sucl, 
manner as Illay be pre>cribeu b)' the Electoral Cummission or 
directed by the rcgistration supen'isor, and shall C0ntain the 
grounds Qil which the ohjection is made. 

8.-(1) The rcgistration ollicer shall at intervals of not Irss Ikk,;"""r 
than six months nor more than twelve months ,,"d at ,"eh other n:"n<s 
times as may be dirccted by the registration supervisor. publish 
in each registration distri,t for \\ hidl he is responsible a request 
for information of persons whose namcs should be struck olr the 
voting register on the grounds of death or uisqualilication. 

(2) Not less than two weeks foll,)\\ i,'g the publication of such 
request thc rcgistration (Officer shall puhli'h in a registration 
amendment li~l th~ names (If persons he prOpl)SI:S to strike nn" the 
register, alfording an opportunity f"r objc,tions to any such 
proposal. 

(3) The registration ollicer shall allow a periou of not less than 
two ,,'eeks following the publication of such amendment list 
during which period a person whose name is proposed for dele­
tion may object. 

(4) An objection under this section shall be maue in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the Electoral Commission or 
directed by the registration supervisor, anq shall contain the 
grounds on which the (Objection is made. 

9.-( I) A voter who is registered in a constituency and who is 
qua Ii oed by residence. birth. employment, or business to be 
registered in any other constituen,y, may make application on thc 
prescribed form set out in thc Second Schedule to transfer his 
namc to the register for such othcr con,tituency. 

(2) An application made under ,ubsectiol\ (I) shall he duly 
completed and signed by the I'otcr and sent to the registration 
officer of the constituency to which the \,oter's name is to be 
transferred. 

(3) If the registration ullicer is saLi,lied that Lhe "oter is cn­
titled to transi'cr. he shall forward the application to the registra­
tion supervisor. who sh·all. subject to section II. cause the voter's 
name to be remm'ed frnm the register 011 which it is registered 
and to be entered 011 the register for Lhe constituellcy ill which the 
voter has become qualioed for registration. 

9A. Where. by reasoll of an altera!ion of houlldaries made by 
the Electoral Commission pursuallt to section 31 of the Constitu­
tion, the place of birth, residence or work. as the case may be. of 
any registered voter is no longer within the boundaries of the 
constitue.ncy in which such voter is registerep, such registratioll 

" 

Tran~ft'r ~,r 
r('gislr:ttion 

[ITeet (If 

:.11C'rnlilln nf 
hlulOltaril:s 
5 "f 1971 

L.R.O. 1/197] 
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shall not bc avoided by reason of such alteration of boundaries 
but shall bc decmed for the purposcs of this Act to be registration 
within thc constituency in which such placc of birth, residcnee or 
work is actu"lIy situate, 

9n. Where. by re"son of "n "Iteration or boundaries pursuant 
to section 31 of thc Constitution, any arca which prcviously 
formed part of any constitucncy bccomcs anothcr constitucncy. 
or part thcreof, the registration omccr for the original constitucncy 
shall, as soon as practicablc, rcmovc from thc register for such 
original constitucncy the entries attributable to the area aforesaid 
:tnd sh,,11 tr"nsmit particulars of such entrics to the rcgistr"tion 
ollicer for such othcr constituency who shall forthwith causc the 
same to be included among the cntrics in the rcgistcr of votcrs 
for his constitucncy. 

1Il.-(1) At any time directed oy the rq;istration supcrvisor 
but at periods of not less than firc years, registration oflicers 
shall prepare and certify a final register in respect of the registra­
tion districts rC'luircdby the rcgistration supcrvisor. taking into 
account any registration amcndmcnt lists prcpared undcr section 
6, 7 or 8 since the last such certified registcr, and showing therein 
the name of every votcr rcgistered as such in respect of cach such 
registration district: 

Provided that the registration omcer may ccrtify any rcgistcr in 
accordance with this scction pending the hcaring of any appeal 
brought under scction 14 but shall thereafter inscrt or dclete from 
the register the name of any person in 'accordance with the 
detcrmination of such appeal. 

(2) When such final register h"s bccn certilicd the registration 
omcer sl\;\11 givc not icc. in such manncr as the rcgistration super­
ViSM may determinc. that such certilied register or a copy therl'of 
is open for inspection at such place or places and during such 
hours as may be speci!icd in such notice . 

• (3) The register last certified in every constituency under the 
National Assembly (Registration of Voters) Regulations. 1963 
(now revokcd), shall be dcemed to have bcen prcpared and ccrti­
fled under this Act. 

Cessation of 11. Registration under scctions 6, 7, 8 alll19 shall cease ill sllch 
Rgistration constituencies 3nd for such period after certification of a register 

as may from time to time be directed by the registration super­
visor: 

Provided that the register may be altered' for the correction of 
any obvious mistake or omission or for any adjustment resulting 
from the determination of an appeal. 

r 
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12. Subject to seclion II, the certified final register of voters in 
respect of each constituency shall be conclusi"e evidence for the 
purposes of determining whether a person is or is not entitled to 
vote in the election next following the certification of the register 
in that re~istration district: 

Provided that no female voter shall be disqualified from voting 
under the name appearing in the regi~ler solely by reason of her 
having changed her name upon marriage. 

13. At any time after the certification of the register in accor­
dance wilh section 10, the registration supervisor may order the 
registration officer in any registration district or sub-district to 
open a supplementary register and to invite persons to apply for 
registration in the manner provided in sections 6, 7 and 8: 

Provided that no person whose name is registered on a supple­
mentary register shall be eligible to vote at an election until such 
supplementary register has been certified and exhibited as 
provided in section 10. 

<""\ (.-
J , ...:, ,-

.. 

G" 

Register to 
be conclu­
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PART III 

ApPEALS 

1-1.-( I) Any pcrson aggricycu bccause "n ~lIthorizcu ollicer App<:ot, 
refuses to furnish him with the certificale referreu to in section 6 
(I). or furnishes him wilh such a cerlificate conlaining particulars 
other than those which that person dcsires to be entcrcU thereon. 
may appeal to the registration officer who. 'afler making such 
inquiries as he m~y deem necessary. may-

(a) confirm the rcfusal of Ihe certificate; 
(b) decline to alter any ccrtificate issued; or 
(c) issue a certificate containing such p~rticulars as he may 

think proper. 

(2) Any person \\'ho-
(a) is aggricved by a refusal 10 include his name in a 

regislfation arncnulllcnt list unucr sel'lion 6 (2); 
(b) is dis9:lIisfied wilh a decision of '! registralion officer 

under subsection (I); or 
(c) having hau his name enlcrcd in a regislrntion amendment 

list under section 6 (2). is aggrieved by the absence of his name 
on a register certified under section 10 or 13. 

may. in accordance with rules made by the Chief Justice. appeal 
to a judge of the High Court or any magistrale nominated in that 
behalf by .the Chief Justice. 

(3) The decision of a judge or magistrate nominated under 
subsection (2) shall be final and conclusive and shall not be the 
wbject rnMter of any further appeal. 

PART IV 

MISCELLANEOUS 

15. If solely through accident. inadvertence or oversight. any· 
thing required by law to be done in the preparation or amend· 
ment of any register or copy thereof is omi!ted to be done. the 
registration supervisor may order such steps to be taken as may. 
in his opinion. be necessary to rcctify the omission. 

16.-(1) In the performance of his duties under this Act. the 
registration supervisor. any registration officer or any authorized 
officer shall have power to request from any person any informa· 
tion necessary to enable him to ascertain what persons are quali· 
fied to be registered as voters. or to identify any person for the 
purposes of this Act. or to ascertain whether any person is dead 
or is qualified for. or disqualified from. registration as a voter. 

(2) Any person who. upon request being .made to him under 
this ,section .. wilfully refuses to give any sucll information as he 
possesses or unreasonably delays in giving· the same. shall be 
liable to a fine of £ 10. 

. 
( 
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17. Inaccuracy in descriplion of uny person or pbce sh~1I not 
affect the operation of Ihis Act in respecl of that person or place 
if that person or place is so described as to be identifiable. 

18. Any person who without lawful authority destroys. muti· 
laies. dtfaces or removes any notice which is exhibited under the 
authority of 1his. Act or any document which is made available 
for inspection in accordance with this Act, shall be guilty of an 
oITence and shall be liable to a fine of £50 and to imprisonlllent 
for six months. 

19. The registration supervisor shall be responsible for the 
produC'!ion of accurate translations into such languages as he 
deems necessary of such forms as he thinks are required. 

20. Any person who-
(a) makes any false statement of fact in respeC'! of any 

application for registration ;IS a voter. knowing the statement 
to be false. or not believing it to be true; 

(b) after a request made upon him under section 16, 
furnishes any faIse information knowing the same to be false. 
or n01 believing it to be true; 

(c) in the name of any other perso!1. whether living. dead 
or fictitious. makes applica'tion to be registered as a voter; 

(eI) by himself for any other person procures. or attempts to 
procure the registr'alion of himself or any olher person in any 
registration district knowing that he or such olher person is n01 
entitled to be registered therein or is already registered therein: 

(e) by any other person procures. or attempts to procure. or 
takes part in procuring the registration of a fictitious person: 
or 

(f) knowingly applies to have his name entered on the 
register of a registration district or registration sub-district while 
his name is registered on the register of another registration 
district or registration sub-district or who. having applied and 
not having withdrawn his application to have his name entered 
on the register of a registration distrkt or sub-district. applies 
to have his name entered on the register of another registration 
district or registration sub-district. 

shan be liable to a fine of £100 and to imprisonlllent for one 
year. 

21. 'The registration supervisor may prescribe fees for the sale 
of copies of any certified register or a part thereof and shall pay 
any sums realized from such sales into th~ Consolidated Fund_ 

Regutations 22. The Electoral Commission may make regulations for 
carrying this Act into effect. 

.' 



Rl'gi.\'II'(Itiol1 (~r Voters C"p. 2 :03 

FIRST SCIIEDULI: <. (. 

No .... 

~l.\L\\\'J :\tjf: ;\SD Rt~IDJ:;'\1CE Cr:RTu'JCATE 

To the be'st or Ill)' 1,1l()\ .. kd~c allJ bdier-

(USE IlLOCK L.ErmlS) ............................................................... . 
(Surllamc) (I:iest Names) (Se,) 

..................................... Village. CI,id ................................... . 
(a) is a citi7.~n of J\ialawi; 
(h) has attaille" the age or 11 yoars; 
(e) is ordinarily residellt ill I-Ialawi allu It:ls boon ordillarily 

resident in ~talawi at somc limc for :1 continuous pCril)d ur 
two YC:lrs: and 

(tI) cit her-
( ) is ordin:lrily resident ill the \'ill:l~('/towJl~hir t)f .......... .. 

( ) lIas born in the villageitownship or ..................... ; or 
( ) is employed/carries on n business ill the village/township 

or ......................................................... . 

Dme ................................. (Sigl/olllre) ...................................... . 

Alllhori:ed Officer 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

ApPLlCATtO~ FOR TRAssrm OF REGISTRATION 

Serial No ............. . 
To: tile Registration Onicer. 

Constituency or ................ , ...... . 

(USE lll.OCK L~TTms) .............................................................. . 
(Surname) (First Namcs) (Sex) 

.................................... Vil/age, Cllief ...................................... . 
I DECLARE 1'IIA1'-

(il I am registered on tllC register for the Constituency of ........ . 
as registered \'oter No ....... '" ..... . 

(ii) I am ordinarily resident/was born/am employed/am 
carrying on a business'" in the Constitll~ncy of ................... .. 

(iii) My address is ........................................................... . 

TlJEREfORE ApPLY. to ha\'~ my name withdrawn from the register 
for the Constituency or. ................ : ..................... and transferred 
to tile register for the Constituency of ...................................... . 
Dale ........................ Signalllre or t"lIl1lbprt~lI . .......................... . 

'Delete as appropriate 

.-

s. 9 

L.R.O.I/1971 
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(Subslwaryl 

O.N. 
182/1967 
188/1970 

Rtgisfrorioll o[ Voters Rt"gu/otiom 

sunSIDIARY LEGISLATION 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS REGULATIONS 

IIl1der s. 22 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Cilalion and 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Registration of 
applit;llion Voters Regulations and shall apply in respect of the registration 

of voters for Presidential and Parliamentary Elections. 

Appoinl' 2. The Electoral Commission shall appuint a Registration 
ments Supervisor and may. appoint a Deputy Registration Supervisor 

and Assistant Registration Supervisors. 

Categories 
or voters 

Registrativn 
districts and 
sub--districts 

Period of 
registration 

O.N. 
188/1970 

PART II 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 

3. A person will be qualified to register as a voter if he is 
qualiOcd under section 29 of the Constitution. 

4. The Registration Supervisor shall divide each registration 
district into such registration sub-districts as he may think neces­
sary for ease in administration and shall n9tify the appropriate 
registration officer accordingly, and shall Pllblish in the Gazette 
and in such other places and manner as lie thinks necessary a 
notice specifying such registration sub-districts. 

5.-(1) As soon as may be convenient aft~r the publication of 
the notice provided for in regulation 4, thG Registration Super­
visor shall, by notice published in the Gazette, notify the period. 
being a period of not less than two weeks (hereinafter referred 
to as "the registration period") during which registration shall 
take place or such greater period as may be determined by the 
Registration Supervisor, provided that the Registration Supervisor 
may extend such period in respect of any r~gistration district or 
sub-district by further notice published in ~he Gazelle if, in his 
opinion, the circum~tances warrant such extension. 

(2) Upon the publication of the notice provided for in para­
graph (I) the Registration Officer shall forthwith publish notices 
in each registration district in such terms and in such manner as 
he thinks fit inviting every person who is qualified to vote either 
as having been:' 
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(al onJin~ril)' r~sitknt; or 

(b) born; or 

(e) employed or ('arrying on business within 

Cap. 2:03 

the Electoral DistriC1 in respect of which the notice is published, 

6. On the expiration of the registration period. the Registration 
Supervisor shall. when each register is cOlllpleted. give notice in 
the Gazette and in sud, other manner as he may in his discretion 
determine tha t the register or ~ copy thereof is open for inspec. 
tion at such place or places within the registration area covered 
and during such hours as may be specilicd in such notice. 

PART III 

CLOStNG or- REGtSTERS AI'U PtU't',\RATtON or- FtNAL REGtSTERS 

7. At the end of the registration period the registers shall be 
closed and shall not be altered except for adjustments resulting 
from the determin~tion of appeals: 

Provided that any register may be altered at any time by the 
Registration Supervisor or by a Registration Officer acting under 
the directions of the Registration Supervisor for -the purpose of: 

(a) correoting any obvious mistake or omission; 

(b) ,striking out the name of any dead person; 

(e) striking out the name of any person who has berome 
disqualified as a voter. 

8. All additions and alterations to a register of voters pursuant 
to these Regulations shall be made by the Registration Ollicer in 
accordance with these Regulations or with such directions as he 
shall receive from the Registration Supervi~or. 

PART IV 

~ f ISCELLANEOUS 

9. No misnomer .or inaccurate description of any person or 
place named or described in any register. notice or other docu· 
ment. whatsoever. prepared or issued under or for the purposes 
of these Regulations. shall in any way affect the operation of the 
Regulations as respects that person or place. if that person or 
place is so designated in such register. nOlice or document as to 
be identifiable. • 

II 
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