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TITLE 18. LOUISIANA ELECTION CODE 

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1. Short title; citation 

A. Title 18 shaH constitute and be known as the "Louisiana Election Code", and its Chapters, Parts, 
Subparts, and Sections may be cited officially as Chapters, Parts, and Sections of either the Louisiana Election 
Code or Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. In the latter case, the Sections shall be cited in the 
manner provided in R.S. I: J. 

B. The Louisiana Election Code shall regulate the conduct of elections and political subdivisions shaH be 
prohibited from adopting any law, resolution, or ordinance relative to elections and the conduct thereof, including 
campaign finance, except as otherwise specifically authorized in this code. 

Acts 1989, No. 56, §I, elf. June 16, 1989. 

NOTE: Acts 1989, No. 56, §2 voids Iccallcws, ordinances, and resolutions previously adopted which 
are prohibited by this Section. 

§2. Def'mitions 

As used in this Code, the foHowing words and terms shall have the meanings hereinafter ascribed to each, 
unless the context clearly indicates another meaning: 

(I) "Clerk of court" or "clerk" means the clerk of the district court, except that in any parish having a civil 
district court and a criminal district court, these terms mean the clerk of the criminal district court. 

(2) "Under an order of imprisonment" means a sentence of confinement, whether or not suspended, 
whether or not the subject of the order has been placed on probation, with or without supervision, and whether 
or not the subject of the order has been paroled. 

(3) "Parish governing authority" or "governing authority of the parish" with respect to a parish containing 
a municipality having a population of more than four hundred seventy-five thousand, means the city council. 

(4) "Ward" means a police jury ward in a parish and in parishes baving no police jury wards means the 
subdivision of the parish equivalent to a police jury ward. 

(5) "Precinct" means the sma\Jest political unit of a Ward baving defined geographical boundaries. 

(6) "Voting district" means a geographical area composed of one or more precincts in a parish in which 
every elector within that area votes in the same congressional district, statewide board Or commission district, 
judicial district, Senate District, House of Representative District, parish governing authority district, local and 
ward office district, municipal office district, and aU other special election districts. 

(7) "Immediate family" means the individual's children, brothers, sisters, parents, and spouse. 

(8) "Voter registration agency" means an office designated under R.S. l8:ll6(A) to perform voter 
registration activities: 

(9) "Federal election" means a general, special, primary, or runoff election for federal office; a convention 
or caucus of a political party which has authority to nominate a candidate for federal office; a primary election 
held for the selection of delegates to a national nominating convention of a political party; and a primaI)' eJection 
held for the expression of a preference for the nomination of individuals for election to the office of president. 

(10) "Federal office" means the office of president or vice president of the United States or of senator or 
representative in the United States Congress. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §I, elf. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1982, 
No. 559, §I, elf. July 22, 1982; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1; Acts 1993, No. 465, §1; Acts 1994, 3rt! Ex. Sess., No. 
10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 
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§3. Petitions submitted to registrars of voters 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, every petition submitted to a registrar of 
voters for certification shall contain the following infonnation: 

(I) The signature of the voter who is signing the petition; however, if a person is unable to write, the 
incapacitated person shall affix his mark to the petition and the person circulating the petition shall affix the 
name of the incapacitated person provided he does so in the presence of two witnesses who shall also sign their 
names as witnesses to the mark. 

(2) The date the voter signed the petition. 

(3) The signer's ward or district and precinct. 

(4) The residence address of the signer, including municipal number, apartment number, rural route, and 
box number. 

(5) Name of the signer typed or legibly written. 

(6) Name of person who witnessed and obtained signature. 

(7) Date witnessed by person who witnessed and obtained signature. 

B. The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable to petitions for elections to be held pursuant to 
the provision of Chapter 3 of Title 26 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1988, No. 809, §1. 

CHAPTER 2. STATE ADMINISTRATION 

PART I. COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS 

§l6. Department of elections and registration; commissioner of elections 

The Louisiana Department of Elections and Registration is created within the executive branch of state 
government The commissioner of elections shaIJ head the department. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§17. Commissioner of elections; election; term; vacancy; compensation 

A. The commissioner of elections shall possess the qualifications set fonh in Article IV. Section 2 of the 
Constitution of Louisiana and shall be elected for a tenn of four years at the time and place of voting for 
members of the legislature. The tenn shall begin at noon on the second Monday in January after the election. 
He shall hold no other public office except by virtue of his office. 

B. A vacancy in the office of commissioner of elections shall be filled by the first assistant; however. if 
the unexpired tenn exceeds one year. the office shall be filled at the next regularly scheduled congressional or 
statewide election. and in such case the first assistant shaIJ serve only until the person then elected takes office. 

C. The annual salary of the commissioner shall be sixty thousand one hundred sixty-nine dollars. payable 
monthly on his own warrant. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1979. No. 236. §4. eff. Sept 1. 1979; Acts 
1980. No. 376. §3. eff. Sept 1. 1980; Acts 1981. No. 636. §6. eff. Sept. 1. 1981; Acts 1993. No. 418, §1. eff. Jan. 
1. 1994. 

§ 18. Commissioner of elections; powers and duties 

The commissioner of elections shall administer the laws relating to custody of voting machines and voter 
registration. and for the purpose he shall: 

(1) Subject to applicable civil service laws and applicable provisions of this Title. employ and fix the 
salaries and duties of necessary staff to carry out the functions of the department. 

(2) Direct and assist the registrars of voters of the state with respect to maners pertaining to the registration 
of voters as provided by law. 
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(3) Prescribe unifonn rules. regulations. fonns. and instructions. which shall be approved by the attorney 
general and thereafter shall be applied unifonnly by each registrar of voters in the state. These rules. 
regulations. forms. and instructions shall include but not necessarily be restricted to fonns of applications for 
registration. records. affidavits and statements. documents. and general procedures to be used by the registrars 
of voters. none of which shall be inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States Or of this state. 

" .. 
'(4) Be responsible for obtaining statistics and data relating to the registration of voters from the registrars 

throughout the state and for the compilation of such statistics and data in an annual report which shall be 
submitted to the legislature of Louisiana not later than the first day of each regular session. 

(5) Perfonn such other functions and duties and exercise such other powers as are conferred upon him by 
this Title. 

(6) Coordinate the responsibilities of this state under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (p.L. 103-
31) as required by 42 U.S.C. Section 1973gg-8. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 523. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1994. 
3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

§III. First assistant 

A. The commissioner shall appoint an assistant commissioner of elections. who shall serve as his first 
assistant and who shall possess the qualifications required for the office of commissioner. The appointment shall 
be subject to conflnnation by the senate as provided by Article IV. Section 13 of the constitution. The 
commissioner shall fix the compensation and the duties to be perfonned by the first assistant and may remove 
him at his pleasure. 

B. When serving as commissioner of elections in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18: 17(B). the first 
assistant shall take the oath of office required by Article X. Section 30 of the constitution and shall be paid the 
salary fixed by law for the commissioner. 

C. The first assistant shall act for the commissioner when the commissioner is temporarily absent from the 
state and also shall act for him in such other cases of temporary absence as the commissioner shall designate 
or, if he is unable to do so. as the governor shall designate. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§20. Dirictor of registration 

The commissioner shall appoint a director of regisll'iuion. who may be the first assistant commissioner or 
another employee of the department and. shaJl fix the duties and compensation of the director. The duties of 
the director shall be performed under the direction of the commissioner and shall include assistance to registrars. 
administration of rules and regulations of the commissioner relating to the registration of voters, and maners 
pertaining to the reporting. compilation. and dissemination of registration statistics and information. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§21. Contracts for storage of voting machines; pnblic bid; negotiation 

A. Each contract entered into by the commissioner of elections for the lease of any building or portion' 
thereof for the storage of voting machines shall be advertised and awarded to the lowest responsible bidder in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of R.S. 39:1551 et seq. For the purposes of advertising. awarding. 
and administering contracts for the lease of space for the storage of voting machines. the commissioner of 
elections may utilize any applicable procurement regulation promulgated in accordance with the Administrative 
Procedure Act by the commissioner of administration. 

B.(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 18:21(A) or any other provision of law to the contrary. the 
commissioner of elections may modify any existing lease between the department and a lessor by negotiation. 
if the following conditions exist 

(a) Additional storage space is required in order to accommodate an increase in the number of voting 
machines due to an increase in population of the affected parish. 

(b) Additional storage space is required in order to accommodate voting machines of a different 
configuration than the voting machines stored under the original lease agreement. 
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(2) No modification to a lease through negotiation shall be made the effect of which increases the existing 
price per square foot by more than twenty-five percent. and no modification to a lease through negotiation shall 
be made in the first two years or the last two years of the term of any such lease. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14,1982,
Acts 1985, No. 754, §1. -.. 
§22. Contracts for a signature digitizationlverilication system 

The commissioner of elections may enter into contracts necessary to provide for a signature 
digitizationlverification system to be used to carry out the functions of election officials. 

Acts 1992, No. 392, §1. 

PART n. STATE BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS 

§23. State Board of Election Supervisors 

A. The State Board of Election Supervisors is created and established in the Department of State as 
provided in R.S. 36:802. The board shall be composed of the following seven persons: 

(J) The Lieutenant Governor. 

(2) The secretary of state. 

(3) The attorney general. 

(4) The commissioner of elections. 

(5) One member of the Clerks of Court Association, who shall be elected by the membership thereof to 
serve a four year term concurrent with that of the governor. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. 

(6) One member of the Registrars of Voters Association. who shall be elected by the membership thereof 
to serve a four year term concurrent with that of the governor. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner 
for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

(7) One member. who shall be appointed by the governor from a list of nominees submitted by the 
presiden~ of Centenary College at Sbrevepon, Dillard University at New Orleans. Louisiana College at Pineville. 
Loyola University at New Orleans. Tulane University of Louisiana at New Orleans. and Xavier University at 
New Orleans. each of whom shall submit one nominee who shall not be an elected or appointed public official. 
The term of office of each appointed member shall be concurrent with the term of the governor making the 
appointment. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation and. 
beginning in 1984. every such appointment shall again be submitted by the governor to the Senate for 
confirmation every two years after the initial confirmation. A vacancy in the office of a member appointed by 
the governor shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment and for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. 

B. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. and all actions of 
the board shall require the affirmative vote of at least four members. 

C. The board shaJ\ be domiciled in Baton Rouge. 

D. The board shaJ\ elect a cbainnan and a vice cbainnan from among its members. 

E.(J) The lieutenant governor. anomey general. commissioner of elections. and secretary of state each may 
designate a particular named employee from within his department to permanently act for him and in his place 
in his absence from meetings of the board. The public official shall notify the board in writing of his 
designation or any redesignation. 

(2) The Registrars of VoterS Association and the Clerks of Court Association each may elect an alternate 
member from their membership to permanently act for and in the place of the registrar or clerk. as the case may 
be, in his absence from meetings of the board. The president of each association shall notify the board in 
writing of the alternate member so elected. 

F. The board shall hold such meetings as are necessary to effectuate its purposes and shall meet upon call 
of the cbainnan or upon the request of any three members. 

4 - Louisiana Election Code House of Representatives Database 



G. The members of the board shall not receive any compensation but shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
expenses incurred in the performance of the work of the board. 

Acts 1980, No. 681, §1, eff. July 24, 1980. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 
1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1988, No. 831, §1. 

§24, Powers and duties; authority to intervene in actions 

To accomplish the purposes of this Part, the board shall have the following powers. duties. and functions: 

(I) To adopt, amend. and repeal such rules and regulations as are necessary for the transaction of its 
business and to implement the provisions of this Pan. 

(2) To conduct hearings as provided in this Part, 

(3) To review election laws and procedures and to report to the legislature as required by this Pan. 

(4) To employ an executive director. legal counsel. and such other personnel as the board deems necessary 
and appropriate. 

(5) To exercise such other powers and duties as are necessary to effectuate the purposes of the board as 
set forth in this Pan and not inconsistent with such provisions. 

Acts 1980. No. 681, §1, eff. July 24. 1980. Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1988, No. 831, 
§1. 

§2S. Annual reports 

A. The board shall regularly review all election laws and all procedures used in the conducting of elections 
in this state. 

B. The board shall annually report to the House and Governmental Affairs Committee of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee of the Senate its findings. observations. 
and recommendations concerning all aspects of elections in this state. The report shall be submitted prior to 
the ninetieth day before each legislative session and shall include but shall not be limited to the following 
subjects: election laws in general. registration procedures. election procedures. election officials. voting machines. 
tabulation and transmission of election returns. procedures used for casting and counting absentee ballots. and 
any other aspect of elections the board deems appropriate. 

Acts 1980, No. 681, §1. eff. July 24, 1980. 

§26. Repeahd by Acts 1988, No. 831, §2. 

§l7. Political activities probiblted 

A. No employee of the board who is in the unclassified state service shall panicipate or engage in political 
activity. including bis own or any other candidacy for election to public office; membership on any national. 
state. or local committee of a political party or faction; making or soliciting contributions· for any political party. 
faction. or candidate; taking active part in the management of the affairs of a political party. faction. candidate, 
or any political campaign. except to exercise bis right as a citizen to express bis opinion privately and to cast 
his vote as be desires. 

B. As used herein. the term "political activity" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Article X. Section 
9(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 778. §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982. 

PART m. STATE VOTER REGISTRATION 
COMPUTER SYSTEM 

§31. State voter registration computer system; parlsb computer system 

A. The commissioner of elections shall establish a state voter registration computer system for the 
registration of voters throughout the state in accordance with the provisions of Tide 18 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950. 
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B. Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1989. 

C. The commissioner of elections shall adopt rules and regulations with respect to all records, data, and 
infonnation required for registration of voten; and the transfer of copies thereof to the department. The 
commissioner shall establish, by rule, a unifonn cost for the preparation of lists of registered voters. All rules 
and regulations shall be adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act. 

D. All revenues derived from the sale of lists of registered voten; and related statistical infonnation and 
from the use of the Department of Elections and Registration's infonnation system shall be deposited in the state 
general fund to the credit of the Department of Elections and Registration. The commissioner of elections shall 
utilize such revenues to offset and supplement costs relating to the operation of the state voter registration 
computer system. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 166, §I, eff. July 14, 1982; Acts 
1984, No. 672, §I; Acts 1985, No. 754, §I; Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1989. 

PART IV. LOUISIANA ELECTIONS INTEGRITY 

§41. Louisiana Elections Integrity; administration of Part 

A. The Board of Ethics for Elected Officials. hereafter in this Pan referred to as the "board". shall 
administer the provisions of this Pan. 

B. Board memben; shall be paid the same per diem as members of the legislature for each day of 
attendance at board meetings and shall be reimbursed actual expenses incurred in attending board meetings and 
in conducting board business. 

C. The board shall hold such meetings as are necessary to effectuate its purposes and shall meet upon call 
of the chainnan or upon the request of any three members. 

Acts 1989. No. 45. §I. 

§42. Rule making power 

The board shall have power to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement the 
provisions of this Pan. 

Acts 1989. No. 45. §I. 

§43. Investigations and bearings; certa1n elections 

A. The board may investigate any aspect of any election. except as provided in R.S. 18:45. The board may 
initiate such an investigation upon the receipt of a sworn statement by any registered voter of this state alleging 
error. fraud. irregularity. or other unlawful activity in the conduct of an election. 

B. The board may convene in any location in the state for the purpose of conducting hearings and receiving 
testimony concerning any irregularity. error. or apparent violation of law in any election. It may COnvene upon 
the receipt by the board of a sworn Statement by any registered voter of this state alleging error. fraud, 
irregularity. or other unlawful activity in the conduct of an election. 

C. The board shaI1 have the power and authority to subpoena witnesses. administer oaths. compel the 
production of books. documents. records. and papers. public and private, and to do all other things necessary 
in carrying out its duties and responsibilities. 

D. Failure to comply with any order of the board. issued in accordance with or under authority bereof. 
refusal to testify. or any act of disrespect or of disorderly or contemptuous behavior before the board shall 
constitute contempt of the board, and the board shall have the power and authority to institute proceedings in 
any court of competent jurisdiction for the punishment thereof as provided by the constitution and laws. False 
swearing or pe!jury before the board shall in like manner be punished in accordance with the laws of the state. 

E. All proceedings in connection with any investigation by the board shall be conducted in closed session. 
and for that purpose. such proceedings shaI1 be exempt from the provisions of the Public Meetings Law. All 
records pertaining to such proceedings shall be exempt from the provisions of the Public Records Law. They 
shall remain confidential and not be open for public inspection unless and until they are entered into the record 
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of any court. except as specifically provided in R.S. 18:44(C). However. the records and findings of the board 
pertaining to any such proceedings shall be made available to the attOrney general. to any district attorney having 
jurisdiction of the matter contained in such records or findings upon formal written request. or in response to 
the order of any court having jurisdiction of the matter contained in such records or findings. Any person 
appearing before the board shall be entitled to the right to counsel. 

Acts 1989. No. 45. §1. 

§44. Contesting election; referral for prosecution 

A. Whenever the board determines as a result of an investigation that violations oflaw. irregularities. error. 
or fraud have occurred in the conduct of an election which in the judgment of the board has resulted in the 
apparent qualification for the general election or the apparent election of a candidate not entitled to be so 
qualified or elected. the board. upon the favorable vote of three members. may institute suit to contest the 
election in order to protect the interest and rights of the state in fair and honest elections. In addition. for the 
same cause and upon the same vote. the board may intervene in any suit instituted by any other party to contest 
an election. 

B. In any suit instituted by the board to contest an election. the provisions of Chapter 9 of Title 18 shall 
apply. except that: 

(1) An action instituted by the board to contest an election shall be brought in the district court for the 
parish where the state capitol is situated. 

(2) In any such suit, each candidate for said office and the secretary of state shall be impleaded and shall 
be a party to the suit. The board shall be a party to the suit, and the board may implead as parties other persons 
whose interest in the subject matter. by reason of their ntinisterial duties or otherwise. would be directly or 
indirectly affected to the extent that their joinder would be necessary for a complete adjudication of the 
controversy. Notwithstanding the provisions ofR.S. 18:1402(C). the comntissioner of elections in his capacity 
as such shall not be an indispensable party to the suit. 

(3) In any such suit, the petition shall be styled: 

"In re the Election for (office)" 

(4) The petition shall cite: 

(a) Each candidate for said office; and 

(b) The secretary of state in his official capacity as the chief election officer of the state. 

(5) The petition shall contain. but shall not be Iintited to. the following: 

(a) The grounds on which the election is contested; 

(b) The allegation that except for substantial irregularities or error. fraud, or other unlawful activities in 
the conduct of the election. a different candidate would have qualified for a general election or would have been 
elected. 

(6) The petition shall comply with Article 891 of the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure. except to the 
extent that the provisions of that Article or the Articles cited therein conflict with the provisions of this Section. 

(7) Service of process shall be on the secretary of state. or the comntissioner of elections as provided 
herein. and shall otherwise comply substantially with the provisions of R.S. 18: 1408. By filing notice of 
candidacy a state candidate appoints the secretary of state. or the commissioner of elections as provided herein. 
as his agent for service of process in any action instituted by the board under provisions of this Section. If the 
secretary of state is a named candidate in the petition. then the commissioner of elections shall be the agent for 
service of process for all candidates. and in such case. additionally. a copy of the citation and petition shall be 
served on the secretary of state in his official capacity as chief election officer of the state. 

(8) There shall be no named party defendant; provided however. that for purposes of the provisions of 
Chapter 9 of Title 18 whicb are applicable to suits instituted under this Section. the word "party" in this Section 
shall mean "defendant" in the provisions of said Chapter 9. 

(9) Each party in a suit instituted under this Section is considered as being both a plaintiff and a defendant 
with respect to all other parties. A party is not required to answer the petition. but if he answers. he shall do 
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so prior to trial. No exceptions or responsive pleadings may be filed to the answer of a party, and every fact 
alleged therein is considered as denied or avoided by effect of law as to all other parties. If a party does not 
appear on the date set for the trial, either in person or through counsel, such failure to appear precludes him 
from thereafter filing an answer, and from asserting his claims or defenses in the suit and the court shall not 
appoint an attorney to represent him pursuant to R.S. 18:1409(A). 

(10) Each party may appear and assert his claim or defense as he sees fit. 

(II) The court may grant the board injunctive relief prohibiting the parties from instituting or prosecuting 
in any court of this state or of the United States any other action or proceeding on the matters involved in the 
SUiL 

(12) The court may render judgment for costs, or any part thereof, against any party, as it may consider 
equitable. 

C. Whenever the board determines as a result of an investigation or otherwise that a violation of the 
Election Code has occurred which is subject to crintinal penalties, the board shall present all infonnation 
concerning such alleged violation to the district attorney for the judiCial district in which the alleged violation 
occurred. The district attorney may immediately proceed with such crintinal actions or investigations as are 
justified by the facts presented or available to him. The information presented by the board to the district 
attorney shall be presented to the attorney general and the governor who shall keep such infonnation strictly 
confidential, except that the attorney general may proceed with any action permissible within the provisions of 
Article IV, Section 8 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. 

Acts 1989, No. 45, fl. 

§4S. Limitations on powers and duties of board 

A. The provisions of Sections 43 and 44 of this Part shall be applicable only to elections for the office of 
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general, comntissioner of elections, 
comntissioner of agriCUlture, comntissioner of insurance, United States Senator, United States Congressman, 
public service comntissioner, member of the state board of elementary and secondary education, and justice of 
the supreme court. 

B. The powers, duties, functions, and authority of the board as provided in this Part shall in no way apply 
or extend to any provisions of the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act contained in Chapter 11 of the Election 
Code and the board shall have no authority under the provisions of this Part to make any investigation or 
exercise any other power, duty, function, or authority in relation to the provisions of Chapter 11 of Title 18. 

Acts 1989, No. 45, fl. 

§46. Annual reports 

The board may report to the legislature any findings, observations, or recommendations concerning elections 
in this state which it deterntines, in the course of its investigations or otherwise, should be brought to the 
attention of the legislature. Such reports may be made annually prior to the annual regular session of the 
legislature, or at such other times as the board may deem appropriate. 

Acts 1989, No. 45, fl. 

§47. Staff; assistance to board 

A. The board may employ an executive director. The executive director shall serve as secretary to the 
board. The board may employ such other staff as it deems necessary or appropriate. It may employ staff on 
a full-time or part-time basis and may procure temporary or intermittent services as it deems necessary. The 
board may employ attorneys and it may procure the services of anomeys on a temporary or part-time basis as 
it deems necessary. 

B. Every officer, department, board, or comntission of the state or of any of its political subdivisions shall 
provide assistance, including use of facilities and investigatory personnel, upon the request of the board. 

Acts 1989, No. 45, §J. 
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CHAPTER 3. REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 

151. Registrar for eacb parlsb; appointment; tenure; books and records; commission; bond and oath 

A. There shall be a registrar of voters for each parish in the state. who shall be appointed by the governing 
authority of the parish. 

B. The governor shall issue a commission to each registrar. who thereupon shall make the bond, subscribe 
to the oath, and receive the compensation prescribed in this Chapter. 

C. A vacancy for any cause in the office of registrar shall be filled by the parish governing authority within 
ten days after the date on which the vacancy occurs. Until the appointment is made, the chief deputy shall 
perform the duties of the registrar in a parish having a chief deputy. If there is no chief deputy. within forty
eight hours after the office becomes vacant the parish governing authority shall appoint a person· temporarily 
to perform the duties of the registrar until the parish governing authority fills the vacancy as herein provided. 
However. if the parish governing authority neither fills the vacancy nor. in a parish having no chief deputy, 
designates a person temporarily to perform the duties of registrar within forty-eight hours after the office 
becomes vacant. the State Board of Election Supervisors shall appoint a person to perform the duties until the 
parish governing authority fiUs the vacancy. A person appointed temporarily to perform the duties of registrar 
shall have authority to register voters in accordance with law. 

The person performing the duties of registrar until the parish governing authority makes its appointment 
shall be issued a commission by the governor and shall give the bond required of a registrar of voters, unless 
the person previously bas done so in his capacity as deputy registrar. He shall receive the compensation 
prescribed by this Chapter for the registrar. If the person appointed by the State Board of Election Supervisors 
held a position in the office of the registrar prior to such appointment. then upon the appointment of a registrar 
to fill the vacancy. he shall be eligible. to return to the position previously held. 

D. A registrar who bas no chief deputy or other permanent employee shall file an affidavit with the parish 
governing authority and the commissioner of elections designating a person as chief deputy who would operate 
the registrar's office in the event the registrar becomes unable to name a chief deputy and perform his duties 
due to illness. injury, or disability. 

Acts 1976, No. 693 §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1989, 
No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990. 

§51. Qna1Ification of registrars 

Each registrar shall be a resident and qualified voter of the parish in which he is to perform his duties. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§53. Tenure; removal from oO"JCe; may not be own immediate successor 

A. A registrar shall be subject to removal by the State Board of Election Supervisors for willful misconduct 
relating to his official duty, willful and persistent failure to perform his duty. persistent public conduct prejudicial 
to the administration of the laws relative to the registration of voters that brings the office into disrepute, or 
conviction of a felony. 

B. A registrar accused of any of the types of conduct set forth in Pan A or conviction of a felony shall be 
subject to immediate suspension from office. with or without pay. by majority vote of the State Board of 
Election Supervisors. Prior to removal of a registrar from office. the board shall afford the registrar a hearing 
in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act (R.S. 49:951 et seq.). A registrar may 
apply for judicial review of an adverse decision made by the board by trial de novo. as provided by R.S. 49:964, 
and by appeal. as provided by R.S. 49:965. 

C. No registrar who bas been removed from office may be reappointed as his own immediate successor. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft Jan. 1, 1978. 

154, Qna1Ification; date; duplicate oath; bond; approval of bond 

Within thirty days after the date of his commission. each registrar shall qualify for office by subscribing 
to the oath of office prescribed by the constitution. The oath shall be filed with the clerk of ~urt and a 
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duplicate original or a certified copy thereof shall be filed with the secretary of state and with the state treasurer. 
In a parish containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more, the oath 
shall be filed with the clerk of the civil district coun. Each registrar also shall file with the state treasurer a 
bond, in favor of the governor and with security, for the faithful performance of the duties required of him and 
for the payment of such damages as may be sustained by his failure to discharge his duties. The sureties on 
the bond shall be with a company "ailthorized to do business in Louisiana, and in each parish the bond shall be 
in the amount of five thousand dollars. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1991, 
No. 277, §I; Acts 1992, No. 949, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1993. 

§55, Compensation of registrar of voters; amount and manner of payment; reduction during tenure 
prohibited 

A.(I) The annual salary of registrars of voters shall be based on the most recent population figures as 
shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana Tech University population estimates for Louisiana 
parishes, or as determined by the governing authority of each parish in accordance with law. 

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the registrars shall be as follows: 

Population 
Range Step I Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 ~ ~ 

o to 20,000 $19,864 $20,460 $21,074 $21,706 $22,357 $23,028 
20,001 to 40,000 $24,107 $24,830 $25,575 $26,343 $27,133 $27,947 
40,001 to 60,000 $29,224 $30,101 $31,004 $31,934 $32,892 $33,879 
60,001 to 100,000 $32,198 $33,164 $34,159 $35,184 $36,240 $37,327 
100,00 I to 200,000 $35,484 $36,549 $37,646 $38,775 $39,938 $41,137 
200,00 I to 1,000,000 $43,576 $44,883 $46,230 $47,617 $49,045 $50,517 

Population 
Range Step 7 Step 8 ~ Step 10 Step II Step 12 

o to 20,000 $23,719 $24,430 $25,163 $25,918 $26,696 $27,496 
20,001 to 40,000 $28,785 $29,649 $30,538 $31,454 $32,398 $33,370 
40,00 1 to-.60,OOO $34,895 $35,942 $37,020 $38,131 $39,275 $40,453 
60,001 to 100,000 $38,447 $39,600 $40,788 $42,012 $43,272 $44,570 
100,001 to 200,000 $42,371 $43,642 $44,951 $46,300 $47,689 $49,119 
200,00 I to 1,000,000 $52,032 $53,593 $55.201 $56,857 $58,563 $60,319 

(3)(a) A person appointed by the parish governing authority as registrar on or after July I, 1991, shall be 
employed with an annual salary of step one of the appropriate popu1ation range, unless the person is promoted 
from chief deputy or confidential assistant and such would result in a reduction in compensation. In such an 
instance, the newly appointed registrar shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step in the 
appropriate population range which will provide a minimum increase in salary of five hundred dollars. Each 
person employed as a registrar on July I, 1991, shall receive a salary increase of the amount required to increase 
his salary to the nearest step in the appropriate population range, provided each registrar receives a minimum 
salary increase of five hundred dollars and a maximum increase of three thousand dollars. 

(h) Each parish governing authority shal1 continue to compensate its registrars at no less than the same 
annual dollar amount as that paid by the particular parish on July I, 1991, including both the prior mandated 
parish portion and any supplements authorized. The difference between the amount of compensation due each 
registrar and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the state through the 
commissioner of elections. 

(4) Each registrar shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step on July fust until 
his annual salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a registrar whose salary 
is less than step one of the appropriate populatioQ range shall receive an annual salary increase of three thousand 
dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step one. At that time, he shall receive a salary 
increase to the amount of the nearest step which will provide an increase of not less than five hundred dollars. 
Each registrar whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated as to merit in January. The 
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criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be detennined by the commissioner of elections in 
conjunction with the Registrar of Voters Association. It shall provide that each registrar be evaluated by the 
commissioner of elections or his designee acting on his behalf. Upon a finding of "excellent" on a merit 
evaluation, the registrar shall receive a salary increase to the next step until the registrar's salary is equal to the 
highest step of the appropriate population range. 

B. No law to increase or decrease that portion of the salary payable by the parish shall be enacted hereafter 
unless notice of intent to enact such a law has been published on two separate days, without cost to the state, 
in the official journal of each locality affected by the enactment of the increase or decrease in the salary figures. 
The last day of publication shall be at least thirty days prior to introduction of the bill. 

C. The annual compensation of each registrar of voters effective on July I, 1991, shall be based upon the 
1990 federal decennial census; thereafter it shall be based upon the most recent census taken by the United 
States Government, Louisiana Tech University population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or upon the 
population figures of each parish as detennined by its governing authority as provided by law. 

D. The state portion of each salary shall be paid biweekly by the state through the commissioner of 
elections, and the parish portion of each salary shall be paid monthly by the parish governing authority on the 
warrant of the respective registrars. The funds for the parish portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated 
by the parish governing authority and the funds for the state portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated 
to the commissioner of elections. 

E. The registrars of voters shall receive cost-of-living salary increases whenever such salary increases are 
given to state employees and a similar structure adjustment shall be made in the entire registrars' pay schedule. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eJf. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, 1st Ex.Sess., No. 37, §2, eJf. Jan. 1978; 
Acts 1979, No. 236, §4, eJf. Sept. 1, 1979; Acts 1979, No. 295, §3; Acts 1980, No. 634, §1, eJf. Sept. 1, 1980; 
Acts 1980, No. 716, §3; Acts 1983, No. 299, §l; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1; Acts 1991, 
No. 395, §1, eJf. July I, 1991. 

NOTE: See Acts 1983, No. 299, §§2 and 3. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 395, §§2 and 4. 

§S6. Salary supplement 

The salaries provided by law for the registrar, the chief deputy, and any other unclassified employees may 
be supplemented by the parish governing authority. Supplements granted prior to the time the registrar's, chief 
deputy's, or confidential assistant's salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range shall reduce 
the amount payable by the state. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1, eJf. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1991, No. 395, §1, eJf. July 1. 1991. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 395, §§2 and 4. 

1S7. Reduction of compensation while boldlng office or employment prohibited 

A. The compensation of any registrar, chief deputy, or other unclassified employee which is payable in 
accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:55 and 59 sha1l not be reduced while be holds his office or position, 
or as a result of promotion. 

B. Subsequent to the 1990 federal decennial census, if the most recent population figures referred to in R.S. 
18:SS(A) and 59(B) and (C) decrease from the prior population figures so as to change the population range of 
the parish, the registrar of vOters, chief deputy, and confidential assistant shall be compensated at the population 
range for such prior parish population while each holds his office. H the most recent population figures referred 
to in R.S. 18:55(A) and 59(B) and (C) increase over the prior parish population so as to change the population 
range of the parish, the registrar of voters, chief deputy. and confidential assistant shall receive an increase in 
compensation to the nearest step in the new population range or a minimum increase of five hundred dollars for 
the registrar. three hundred dollars for the chief deputy. and two bundred dollars for the confidential assistant. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eJf. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eJf. July 6, 1978; Acts 1991, 
No. 395, §1, eJf. July 1, 1991. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 395, §§2 and 4. 
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§S8. Powers and duties of registrars; volunteer deputy registrar course of instruction 

A. Subject to the direction of the commissioner of elections and as provided by law, the registrar in each 
parish shall be responsible for the registration of voters in the parish he serves and for the administration and 
enforcement of the laws and the rules and regulations of the commissioner relating to the registration of such 
voters. He shall participate in the state voter registration computer system established pursuant to R.S. 18:31 
and shall provide all necessary assistance to the commissioner of elections to effectuate the inclusion of his 
parish in that system. 

B. The registrar shall be responsible for conducting absentee voting in the parish he serves, as provided 
by Chapter 7 of this Code. 

C. The registrar may administer any oath required by Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 7 of this Code. 

D. Whenever the registrar is required to certify signatures on a petition pursuant to any provision of the 
constitution or laws of this state, the registrar shall not honor the request of any voter or signatory who either 
desires to have his signature stricken from the petition or desires to have his signature added to the petition 
unless such addition or deletion is expressly authorized by law. The chairman or other person responsible for 
the filing of the petition with the registrar shall file notice with the registrar three days prior to submission of 
the petition for certification, unless such submission is done within three days of the expiration of the period 
for submission of the petition for certification. Such notice shall be public record. In determining the number 
of electors on a petition for the purpose of certifying the petition, the registrar shall not include the name of any 
person whose name affixed to the petition is not the same as the name on the registrar's roll of electors. 

E. Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jon. 1, 1995. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1981, 
No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1989, No. 574, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1992, 
No. 978, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§S9. Deputies, confidential assistants, and other permanent office employees; temporary employees; 
appointment and compensation 

A. Except as otherwise provided by law and in conformity with applicable civil service laws, registrars may 
appoint deputies, confidential assistants, and other office employees. Deputy registrars shall have the same 
qualifications as registrars. Each deputy shall take the constitutional oath of office. A confidential assistant may 
perform all the duties of a chief deputy if he meets the qualifications of a deputy. 

B.(I) The annual salary of the chief deputy registrar of voters in each parish shall be based on the most 
recent population figures as shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana Tech University 
population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or as determined by the governing authority of each parish in 
accordance with law. 

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the chief deputy shall be as follows: 

Population 
Range ~ ~ IDm.l ~ ~ ~ 

o to 20,000 $11,502 $11,847 $12,203 $12,569 $12,946 $13,334 
20,001 to 40,000 $12.667 $13,047 $13,439 $13,842 $14,257 $14,685 
40,001 to 60,000 $14,622 $15,061 $15,513 $15,978 $16,458 $16,951 
60,001 to 100,000 $18,595 $19,153 $19,728 $20,319 $20,929 $21,557 
100,001 to 200,000 $20,841 $21,467 $22,111 $22,774 $23,457 $24,161 
200,001 to 1,000,000 $29,224 $30,101 $31,004 $31,934 $32,892 $33,879 

Population 
Range ~ .§!m..! Step 9 Step 10 Slg! 11 Slg! 12 

o to 20,000 $13,734 $14,146 $14,571 $15,008 $15,458 $15,922 
20,001 to 40,000 $15,125 $15,579 $16,046 $16,528 $17,024 $17,534 
40,001 to 60,000 $17,460 $17,984 $18,523 $19,079 $19,651 $20,241 
60,001 to 100,000 $22,204 $22,870 $23,556 $24,263 $24,990 $25,740 
100,001 to 200,000 $24,886 $25,633 $26,402 $27,197 $28,009 $28,850 

200,001 to 1,000,000 $34,895 $35,942 $37,020 $38,131 $39,275 $40,453 
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(3)(a) A person appointed as chief deputy by the registrar on or after July I, 1991, shall be employed with 
an annual salary of step one of the appropriate population range unless the appoinbnent is a promotion from 
confidential assistant of the parish and would result in a reduction in compensation. In such an instance, the 
newly appointed chief deputy shall receive an increase in salary of the amount required to place him on the 
nearest step and give him a minimum increase of three hundred dollars. Each person employed as chief deputy 
on July I, 1991, shall receive a salary increase of the amount required to increase his salary to the nearest step, 
provided each chief deputy receives a minimum salary increase of three hundred dollars unless such would put 
his sa1ary above the highest step for the appropriate population range, and a maximum increase of two thousand 
dollars. 

(b) Each parish governing authority shall continue to compensate its chief deputy registrar at no less than 
the same annual dollar amount as that paid by the particular parish on July I, 1991, including both the prior 
mandated portion and any supplements authorized. The difference between the amOunt of compensation due 
each chief deputy and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the Slate through 
the commissioner of elections. 

(4) Each chief deputy shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step on July first 
until his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a chief deputy whose 
salary is less than step one of the applicable population range shall receive an annual salary increase of two 
thousand dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step one. At that time, he shall receive a 
salary increase to the amount of the nearest step which will provide an increase of not less than three hundred 
dollars. Each chief deputy whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated as to merit in 
January. The criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be determined by the Registrar of Voters 
Association. It shall provide that each chief deputy will be evaluated by the registrar of his parish. Upon a 
finding of "excellent" on a merit evaluation, the chief deputy shall receive a salary increase to the next step until 
his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. 

C.(l) The annual salary of the confidential assistant to the registrar of VOlers in each parish shall be based 
on the most recent popUlation figures as shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana Tech 
University population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or as determined by the governing authority of each 
parish in accordance with law. 

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the confidential assistant shall be as follows: 

Population 
Range ~ Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 ~ Step 6 

o to 20,000 $10,961 $11,290 511,629 511,978 $12,337 $12,707 
20,001 to 40,000 $12,064 $12,426 $12,799 $\3,183 $13,578 $\3,985 
40,00 I to 60,000 $13,291 $13,690 $14,101 $14,524 $14,959 $15,408 
60,00 I to 100,000 $14,622 $15,061 $15,513 $15,978 $16,458 516,951 
100,001 to 200,000 $17,721 518,253 518,801 $19,365 $19,946 $20,544 
200,001 to 1,000,000 519,510 520,096 520,699 521,320 521,959 522,618 

Population 
Range ~ ~ ~ S!!:p 10 S!!:p II S!!:p 12 

o to 20,000 513,089 513,481 513,886 $14,302 514,731 515,173 
20,001 to 40,000 $14,405 514,837 $15,282 $15,741 $16,213 516,699 
40,00 I to 60,000 $15,870 516,347 516,837 $17,342 517,862 $18,398 
60,00 I to 100,000 517,460 517,984 518,523 $19,079 $19,651 520,241 
100,001 to 200,000 521,161 $21,795 $22,449 $23,123 523,816 524,531 
200,001 to 1,000,000 523,296 $23,995 524,715 525,457 $26,220 $27,007 

(3)(a) A person appointed by the registrar as confidential assistant on or after July 1, 1991, shall be 
employed with an annual salary of step one of the appropriate population range. Each person employed as 
confidential assistant on July I, 1991, shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step in the 
appropriate population range, provided each conf!dential assistant receives a minimum salary increase of two 
hundred dollars and a maximum increase of one thousand dollars. 

(b) Each parish shall continue to compensate its confidential assistant at no less than the same annual dollar 
amount as that paid by the particular parish on July I, 1991, including both the prior mandated portion and any 
supplements authorized. The difference between the amount of compensation due each confidential assistant 
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and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the state through the commissioner 
of elections. 

(4) Each confidential assistant shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step on July 
first until his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a confidential 
assistant whose salary is less than .step one of the appropriate population range shall receive a salary increase 
of one thousand dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step one. At that time, he shall 
receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step which would provide an increase of not less than two 
hundred dollars. Each confidential assistant whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated 
as to merit in January. The criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be determined by the Registrar 
of Voters Association. It shall provide that each confidential assistant be evaluated by the registrar of his parish. 
Upon a finding of "excellent" on a merit evaluation, the confidential assistant shall receive a salary increase to 
the next step until the confidential assistant's salary is equal to the highest step of the appropriate population 
range. 

D. No law to increase or decrease that portion of the salary payable by the parish shall be enacted hereafter 
unless notice of intent to enact such a law has been published on two separate days, without cost to the state, 
in the official journal of each locality affected by the enactment of the increase or decrease in the salary figures. 
The last day of publication shall be at least thirty days prior to inuoduction of the bill. 

E. The annual compensation of each chief deputy registrar of voters and confidential assistant effective on 
July I, 1991, shall be based upon the 1990 federal decennial census and thereafter based on the most recent 
census taken by the United States Government, the Louisiana Tech University population estimates for Louisiana 
parishes, or upon the population figures of each parish as determined by its governing authority as provided by 
law. 

F. The state portion of the salary of each chief deputy registrar of voters and confidential assistant shall 
be paid biweekly by the state through the commissioner of elections, and the parish portion of the salary shall 
be paid monthly by the parish governing authority on the warrant of each chief deputy and confidential assistant. 
The funds for the parish portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated by the parish governing authority 
and the funds for the state portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated by the legislature to the 
commissioner of elections. 

G.(I) The annual salary of a person employed on July I, 1991, in the position of chief deputy registrar of 
voters or .confidential assistant shall not be decreased by the provisions of this Section. 

(2) When the position of chief deputy registrar of ~oters or confidential assistant is vacated, the salary for 
such position shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of Subsections B and C hereof. 

H. The portion of the salaries of permanent employees, other than registrars, chief deputies, and confidential 
assistants, which is being paid by the state on the effective date of this Section in 1983 shall be paid by the state 
and the portion of such salaries being paid by the parish governing authority on the effective date of this Section 
in 1983 shall be paid by the parish governing authority. The state shall pay one-half the salary and the parish 
governing authority shall pay one-half the salary of such permanent employees who are employed after the 
effective date of this Section in 1983. 

1.( I) A registrar may employ and fix the compensation of such additional temporary personnel as he finds 
necessary from time to time in order to efficiently perform a duty imposed upon him by law within the time the 
law requires that the duty be performed. The compensation so fixed shall be approved by the parish governing 
authority and shall be paid from funds appropriated by the parish governing authority. 

(2) Temporary personnel, whether or not compensated, may with the authorization of the registrar be 
utilized for the purpose of registering voters. 

J. In any parish in which the registrar had no extra clerical personnel on the effective date of the code, the 
registrar shall receive fifteen hundred dollars per year for extra clerical help and for expenses. However, in any 
of such parishes the registrar, in addition to employing extra clerical help or in lieu thereof, may appoint a 
deputy registrar, whose salary shall be paid out of this additional fifteen hundred dollars per year. A deputy 
registrar so appointed shall be governed by all of the provisions of law relating to deputy registrars of voters. 

K. Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sus., No. 10, §2, eff Jan. 1, 1995. 
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L. The chief deputy registrar and confidential assistant shall receive cost-of-Iiving salary increases whenever 
such salary increases are given to state employees and a similar structure adjustment shall be made in the entire 
pay schedule. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eft. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 163. §2. eft. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1977. 
No. 314. §I. eft. Jan. I. 1978; ACJs 1977. No. 322. §2. eft. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1977. No. 544. §I. eff. Jan. I. 
1978; Acts 1977. No. 569. §3. eft. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1977. No. 578. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1977. No. 615. 
§3. eft. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1977. No. 708. §1. eft. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1977. 1st Ex.Sess .• No. 37. §2. eft. Jan. I. 
1978; Acts 1978. No. 292. §I. eft. July 6. 1978; Acts 1979. No. 229. §I. eff. July 13. 1979; Acts 1979. No. 236. 
§4. eft. Sept. I. 1979; Acts 1979. No. 276. §I; Acts 1980. No. 463. §I; Acts 1980. No. 479. §I; Acts 1980. No. 
634. §I; eff. Sept. I. 1980; Acts 1980. No. 716. §3; Acts 1981. No. 213. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1982; Acts 1981. No. 
669. §1; Acts 1981. No. 687. §1; Acts 1981. No. 750. §I. eft. July 23.1981; Acts 1982. No. 25. §1. eft. July 1. 
1982; Acts 1982. No. 30. §I. eft. July 9.1982; Acts 1982. No. 50. §1; Acts 1982. No. 141. §I. eft. July 12.1982; 
Acts 1982. No. 149. §I. eft. July 12.1982; Acts 1983. No. 299. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §I; Acts 1989. No. 574. 
§1. eft. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1991. No. 277. §I; Acts 1991. No. 395. §1. eft. July 1.1991; Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. 
eft. Jan. 1. 1993; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. /0. §§I. 2. eft. Jan. 1. 1995. 

NOTE: See Acts 1983. No. 299. §§2 and 3. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991. No. 395. §§2 and 4. 

§59.1. Payment of state portion of salaries and expenses of registrars and their personnel by 
commissioner of elections 

A All monies made available from state funds for the payment of the state portion of the salaries and 
expenses of registrars of voters and their confidential assistants. deputy registrars. and other personnel shall be 
appropriated to and be paid to each such person by the commissioner of elections in accordance with each 
appropriation for the purpose. The commissioner of elections shall include in his annual budget an amount 
necessary for the purpose, and the monies so appropriated shall be withdrawn from the treasury upon warrants 
drawn by the commissioner and payments therefrom shall be made in accordance with applicable law. 

B, C. Repealed by Acts 1985. No. 754. §2. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 292. §I. eft. July 6. 1978; Acts 1985. No. 754. §2. 

§59.2. Nnmber of employee positions establlsbed; Increase; decrease; volunteer deputy registrars 

A(i) Except as otherwise provided in this Section. the number of authorized positions for state employees 
in the office ·of a registrar of voters. including the position of registrar of voters, shall be based on parish 
population figures as shown by the latest federal census or as determined by the governing authority of each 
parish in accordance with law. 

(2) Based on the parish population range as shown by the latest federal census or census of the parish 
governing authority, the maximum number of authorized positions in each parish is established as follows: 

PARISH POPULATION RANGE 

(1) 0 to 30,000 
(2) 30,001 to 65,000 
(3) 65,001 to 100,000 
(4) 100,001 to 200,000 
(5) 200,001 to 300,000 
(6) 300,001 to 400,000 
(7) 400,001 to 475,000 
(8) 475,001 to 1,000,000 

NUMBER OF 
POSmONS 

2 
3 
4 
5 
7 

10 
\3 
17 

B. 10 addition to the number of authorized positions establisbed in the office of a registrar of voters as 
provided in Subsection A hereof, two state employee positions are established for each permanent branch office 
in existence in each parish on the effective date of this Section or thereafter established, except that three state 
employee positions are established for the permanent branch office located in city hall of Orleans Parish. 

C. Upon the release of the latest census by the United States government, the number of authorized 
positions for state employees in the office of each registrar of voters, including the position of registrar of voters, 
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shall be based upon that census and upon succeeding censuses taken by the United States government or upon 
the population figures of each parish as determined by its governing authority as provided by law. 

0.(1) If a reduction in the number of positions in the office of a registrar is necessary because the number 
of positions established in the office of a registrar of voters on the effective date of this Section is greater than 
the number of positions established in Subsections A and B hereof. the number of such positions shall be 
reduced by attrition at a rate not to exceed one position per calendar year. 

(2) If a reduction in the number of positions in the office of a registrar of voters is necessary because of 
a change in parish population pursuant to Subsection C hereof. the number of positions shall be reduced by 
attrition. 

E. Employee positions established in the office of a registrar of voters pursuant to Subsections A and B 
hereof that exceed the number of positions established in the office of a registrar of voters on the effective date 
of this Section or that increase pursuant to a change in population in accordance with Subsection C hereof shall 
not be filled until the parish governing authority has appropriated the parish portion of the salary for each 
position and the legislature has appropriated to the commissioner of elections the state portion of the salary for 
each such position. 

F. Repealed by Acts 1994. 3,d Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

Acts 1983. No. 154. §I; Acts 1989. No. 574. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1991. No. 277. §I; Acts 1994. 3,d 
Ex. Sm .• No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

§59.3. Registrar of voters and unclassified employees; increased salary mandated; additional increase 
authorized 

A. in addition to any salary authorized by law. each registrar of voters and each of his employees in the 
unclassified service shall receive a salary increase in an amount equal to five percent of his total salary on the 
effective date of this Section. such increase to be paid by the state. 

B. Each parish governing authority is hereby authorized. pursuant to the authority of this Section and of 
R.S. 18:56. to approve and pay an additional salary increase to the registrar of voters and each of his employees 
in the unclassified service. such increase to be in an amount equal to five percent of his total salary on the 
effective date of this Section and to be paid by the parish governing authority. 

Acts 1984. No. 685. §I. 

§59.4. Repealed by Acts 1994. 3,d Ex. Sess .. No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

§60. Removal of deputies and employees 

Subject to applicable civil service law. a registrar may remove any deputy. clerk, or other employee. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§61. Deputy acting for registrar; admlnlstratiou of oaths 

A.(I) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the constitution and laws relating to registration of 
voters. and when authorized by the registrar. a deputy registrar may act for and in the name of the registrar by 
whom he is employed. No clerk or other employee in a registrar's office may register any person to vote unless 
he meets the qualifications set forth in R.S. 18:59 for deputy registrars and is deputized for the purpose. 

(2) A person employed by a registrar as a confidential assistant may be so deputized without losing his 
status as confidential assistant in the unclassified service by reason thereof as long as he remains employed as 
confidential assistant. and in such case he shall receive only the salary of confidential assistant. 

B. A deputy registrar may adminisler any oath required by Chapters 2. 3. 4. and 7 of this Code. 

C. RepetJhd by Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sus .• No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

Acts 1976. No: 697. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1981. No. 77. §1. eff. June 26.1981; Acts 1989. 
No. 574. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1994. 3,d Ex. Ses •.• No. 10. §§1. 2. eff. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§§61.1.61.1. Repealed by Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Se .... No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 
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§62. Political activities prohibited 

A. No registrar of votelS. deputy registrar. or other employee of a registrar who is in the unclassified state 
service shall panicipate or engage in: political activity. including his own or any other candidacy for election 
to public office; membelShip on any national. state. or local committee of a political party or faction; making 
or soliciting contributions for any political pany. faction. or candidate; taking active pan in the management of 
the affairs of a political pany. faction. candidate. or any political campaign. except to exercise his right as a 
citizen to express his opinion privately and to cast his vote as he desires. As used in this Section. the term 
"political activity" shall have the mearting ascribed to it in Article X. Section 9(C) of the Constitution of 
Louisiana. 

B. All deputy registrars and other employees of a registrar who are in the classified state service shall be 
subject to the constitution and laws. and the regUlations adopted thereto. affecting political activities by pelliOns 
in the classified state service. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1989. No. 574. §I. eif. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. 
Sess .• No. /0. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

§63. InellglbUity to hold elective or appointive public office 

A registrar. deputy registrar. or employee of a registrar shall not be eligible to hold any elective or 
appointive public office or position with the United States or the state or any of its agencies or political 
subdivisions. except as otherwise specifically provided by law. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§64. Attorney general as legal adviser to registrar 

The attorney general shall be the attorney and legal adviser to each registrar. However. he may designate 
the appropriate district attorney to represent a registrar or. with respect to a panicular matter he may authorize 
a registrar to employ special counsel and. subject to approval of the attorney general. fix his compensation. 
which shall be paid by the parish governing authority. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

CHAPTER 4. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 

PART I. REGISTRATION 

§lOl. Registration to vote; quaJlficatioDS; more than one residence; presidential e1ect10DS 

A.{l) Every citizen of Louisiana who is at least eighteen yealli of age or will attain that age on or before 
the next election. is an actual bona fide resident of this state. and the parish, municipality. if any. and precinct 
in which he offers to register as a voter. is not disfranchised. and who complies with the provisions of this 
Chapter shall be eligible to register to vote in local. state and national elections held in this state. 

(2) Any poIliOn age seventeen and who is otherwise qualified to vote may register to vote at any time prior 
to the fiIlit election at which he shaIJ have attained the age of eighteen Yealli. However. no one. under the age 
of eighteen yealli shaIJ be permitted to vote in any election. 

B. For purposes of the laws governing voter registration and voting. "resident" means a citizen who resides 
in this state and in the parish, municipality (if any). and precinct in which he offClli to register and vote, with 
an intention to reside there indefinitely. If a citizen resides at more than one place in the state with an intention 
to reside there indefinitely. he may register and vote only at one of the places at whicb he resides. For purposes 
of voter registration and voting. the residence of a married woman shall be determined in the same manner as 
is required for any other citizen. A citizen of this state shaIJ not be or remain registered or vote in more than 
one place of residence at anyone time. 

C. Any bona fide full-time student attending an institution of higher leanting in this state may choose as 
his residence and may register to vote either at the place where he resides while attending the institution or at 
the place where he resides when not attending such institution. but he shaIJ not have more than one residence 
at anyone time for purposes of registering to vote. Such a student need not have an intent to reside indefinitely 
at the place where be offers to register. 
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D. A person who is otherwise qualified to vote in this state, who has begun residence in another state or 
another political subdivision of this state after the twenty-fourth day before an election for president and vice 
president of the United States or for electors for president and vice president and who for that reason does not 
satisfy the registration requirements set forth in this Chapter, may vote in such an election: 

(1) In person in the place in this state where he resided immediately before his removal, if he satisfied the 
req uirements to vote in that place as of the date of his change of residence, or 

(2) By absentee ballot in the place in this state where he resided immediately prior to his removal, if he 
satisfies the requirements for absentee voting in that place except for his nonresident status and the reasons for 
his absence. 

E.(l) A citizen of the United States residing outside the United States who was domiciled in this state 
immediately prior to his departure from the United States and who is at least eighteen years of age or will attain 
that age on or before the next national election, and who is not disfranchised, shall be eligible to register 
absentee and vote absentee if he meets the following qualifications: 

(a) He has complied with the registration procedures set forth in this Title; 

(b) He does not maintain a domicile, is not registered to vote, and is not voting in any other state or 
election district of another state or territory or in any territory or possession of the United States; and 

(c) He has a valid passport or card of identity and registration issued under the authority of the Secretary 
of State of the United States, or if he does not have a valid passport or card of identity and registration, he has 
a certified copy of a birth certificate or a natura1ization certificate and a proof of identity, such as a vehicle 
operator's license or an expired passport, that includes a photograph and signature. 

(2) A cettain intent to return to the state of Louisiana shall not be necessary. Such person shall be eligible 
to register and vote for any candidate. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §I eff. Jan. I, 1978: Acts 1983, 
No. 519, §I, eff. July 8, 1983: Acts 1988, No. 661, §I: Acts 1989, No. 179, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1990. 

§102. lneligible persons 

No person shall be permitted to register or vote who is: 

(I) Under an order of imprisonment, as defined in RS. 18:2(2), for conviction of a felony; or 

(2) Interdicted after being judicially declared to be mentally incompetent. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979,. No. 229, §I, eff. July 13, 1979. 

§102.1. Persons suffering from mental retardation 

A. It is the policy of the state of Louisiana to encourage the full participation in voting by all citizens of 
this state, including persons with mental retardation who are determined to be competent to vote pursuant to the 
procedures provided for in Paragraph B herein. 

B. The Department of Health and Human Resources shall promulgate rules and regulations in accordance 
with the Administrative Procedure Act to insure that persons with mental retardation for whom the department 
provides care and treatment in a department facility and who are competent to vote are permitted to do so in 
compliance with federal and state laws and regulations. Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated and 
adopted within ninety days of the effective date of this Section and such rules and regulations shall be received 
pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act of the Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee and the House 
and Governmental Affairs Committee. 

Acts 1985, No. 465, § 1. 

§l03. Personal appearance of appHcant required; exceptions 

A. Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, any person who meets the qualifications for voter 
registration and desires to register as an elector shall apply to do so by making application in person to a 
registrar or deputy registrar of the parish in which be seeks to register, by submission of the federal postcard 
application foltD as authorized in this Code, by application through the Department of Public Safety and 
Corrections, by application through designated voter registration agencies, or by mail using the national voter 
registration form as promulgated by the Federa1 Election Commission or the state mail voter registration form. 
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B. Any citizen of Louisiana who meets the qualifications set forth in R.S. 18:101 and who is a legal 
resident of this state, whether or not he has a place of abode in this state, but who is unable to appear in person 
to register because he is in the United States Service, as defined in R.S. 18:1302, may register by mail using 
the state mail voter registration form in accordance with the following provisions: 

(I) The applicant shall mail a written request to register to the registrar of the parish of which he was a 
resident prior to entry into the United States Service. 

(2) Upon receipt of the request, the registrar shall mail to the applicant at his United States Service address: 

(a) The application form for registration. 

(b) Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 754, §2. 

(c) Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989. 

(3) Upon receipt of the document, the applicant shall: 

(a) Complete the application form. 

(b) Return the document to the registrar. 

(4) Upon receipt of the completed document, the registrar shall: 

(a) Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 754, §2. 

(b) If the evidence establishes that the applicant meets the requirements for registration, the registrar shall 
register the applicant and mail the notice of registration required by R.S. 18:109 to the applicant at his United 
States Service address. 

(5) Nothing in this Subsection shall deny to any person in the United States Service the right to register 
in person as set forth in this Chapter. 

C. A person who meets the qualifications set forth in R.S. 18:101(E) who is unable to appear in person 
to register because he is residing outside the United States may register by mail using the state mail voter 
registration form in accordance with the following provisions: 

(I) The applicant shall mail a written request to register to the registrar of the parish in which he was last 
domiciled immediately prior to his departure from the United States. 

(2) Upon receipt of such request, the registrar shall mail to the applicant at his address outside the United 
States: 

(a) The application form for registration. 

(b) Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 754, §2. 

(c) Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989. 

(3) Upon receipt of the document, the applicant shall: 

(a) Complete the application form. 

(b) Return the document to the registrar. 

(4) Upon receipt of the completed document, the registrar shall: 

(a) Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 754, §2. 

(b) If the evidence establishes that the applicant meets the requirements for registration, the registrar shall 
register.the applicant and mail the notice of registration required by R.S. 18:109 to the applicant at his address 
outside the United States. 

(5) Nothing in this Subsection shall deny to any person residing outside the United States the right to 
register in person as provided in this Chapter. 

D. Nothing in this Section shall deny to any member of the United States Service, as defined in R.S. 
18:1302, or to any person residing outside of the United States, the right to submit the Federal Post Card 
Application or the national voter registration form, in lieu of the application provided for in this Section, for 
purposes of registering to vote. Such a registrant shall not be required to complete or sign the Federal Post Card 
Application or the national voter registration form in the presence of a person who is authorized to administer 
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oaths or otherwise to obtain the signature of a person who is authoriZed to administer oaths on said application. 
The Federal Post Card Application or the national voter registration form may be transmitted to the registrar of 
voters by mail, facsimile, or other means of transmission. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eif. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 229, §1, eft. July 13, 1979; Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1985, No. 754, §2; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 
1986, No. 425, §1; Acts 1987, No. 746, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, eft. Jan. 1, 198'1; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, 
eft. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1994, 3Td Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 104. Application for registration; form 

A. The commissioner of elections, subject to approval by the attorney general as to content, sball prescribe 
the form that shall be used uniformly by each registrar in the state and any person authorized to accept voter 
registration applications in registering qualified citizens to vote. The form shall contain spaces for at least the 
foUowing information with respect to the applicant: 

(1) Date of application 

(2) Name 

(3) Sex, present age, and date of birth. 

(4) Municipality, parish or county, state or province, and country of birth 

(5) Whether the applicant is currently under an order of imprisonment for conviction of a felony 

(6) Whether the applicant is currently under a judgment of interdiction for mental incompetence 

(7) Place of residence, including street or apartment number or both, municipality (if any), and if a rural 
address, sufficient information, in addition to route and post box number, to identify the precinct of residence, 
and mailing address. 

(8) Name of state, parish, ward and precinct number, and the registration number. 

(9) Place of last residence 

(10) The state and parish Or county of last registration. 

(1\) Political party affiliation or, if none, an entry to that effect 

(12) Information sufficient for clear and precise identification of the applicant as the person he claims to 
be and subsequently for his identification at the poUs. This information may include mother's maiden name, 
father's middle name, name of spouse, occupation, and employer. 

(13) Whether or not the applicant requires assistance when he votes, and if so, the reason therefor. If the 
person is unable to read or write English, the form shall show in which language he is entitled to printed 
materials and ballots and assistance if his language is one of a minority language group under a determination 
made under the federal Voting Rights Act.' 

(14) Space for changes of address within the parish, changes of name, changes of party affiliation, dates 
of any of these, and remarks. . 

(IS) The application form also shall inform the applicant of the penalty for violation of applicable laws 
relating to registration of voters and shall contain an affidavit to be subscribed before the registrar, deputy, or . 
any person authorized to accept voter registration applications attesting that the applicant is a United States 
citizen and that the facts given by him on this application are true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

(16) Social security number. 

(17) Ethnic origin, which shall at least include Hispanic, American Indian, Asian, and other as choices. 

B. In no event shall information with respect to race or ethnic origin be required for registration. However, 
such information may be given voluntarily by the applicant for registration and a registrar may keep statistics 
with respect In race and ethnic origin. 

C. Upon request. the registrar shall furnish C8!'h applicant a copy of his application form, and the applicant 
shall be informed that he may obtain such copy. 

D. The commissioner of elections may require such reasonable additional information as he deems 
necessary for the effective registration of voters. 
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E. No voter registration application fonn except that prescribed by the commissioner of elections shall be 
used by any registrar. 

F. The commissioner of elections may remove any spaces for infonnation on the fonn required by this 
Section if such requirement does not receive preclearance by the United States Department of Justice. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 446, §I; Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, eft. June 26, 1981; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, eft. July 8, 1983; Acts 1988, 
No. 909, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1991, No. 201, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1992; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §I, 
eft. Jan. I, 1995. 

"NOTE: See 42 U.S. CA. §1973b. 

§lOS, Establisbment of identity; proof of naturalization of foreign born applicant 

A. Except as otherwise provided by the laws governing absentee registration and mail regisiration, each 
applicant shall establish his identity, age, and residency. The registrar or any person authorized to accept voter 
registration applications shall require the applicant to subntit his current Louisiana driver's license, ifhe has one, 
or his birth certificate, or other documentation which reasonably and sufficiently establishes the applicant's 
identity, age, and residency. A birth certificate shall only be used to establish the applicant's identity and age. 
If the registrar or any person authorized to accept voter registration applications has good reason to believe that 
the applicant is not the person he represents himself to be or is not qualified to register as provided in R.S. 
18:101, he shall require the applicant to produce two witnesses who reside in his precinct to make oath to 
establish his identity, age, and residency. 

B.(I) In addition to the proof otherwise required by this Section, an applicant of foreign birth who has been 
naturalized shall prove that he has been legally naturalized under the laws of the United States. 

(2) If he has never previously registered in the parish or is not at the time of the application registered in 
any other parish in the state, he shall present to the registrar either a certificate of naturalization under the seal 
of the court in which the natura1ization took place, attested by the clerk of that court, or his current United States 
passport. 

(3) If he claims to be a naturalized citizen by reason of the naturalization of a parent and he has not been 
registered previously in the parish or is not at the time of application registered in any other parish in the state, 
he sball present to the registrar either the certificate of naturalization of the parent attested by the clerk of the 
court in which the naturalization took place or his current United States passport. 

C. In addition to the proof otherwise required by this Section, a person who claims to be a citizen of the 
United States other than by birth or naturalization shall prove such citizenship. If be has never previously 
registered in the parish or is not at the time of application registered in any other parish in the state, he shall 
present to the registrar his certificate of citizenship, certificate of repatriation issued under the laws of the United 
States, or his current United States passport. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 29, §1, eff. July 9, 1982; Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1992, 
No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993; Acts 1994, 3Td Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§l06, Physical disability; Inability to write English; Iangnage minority gronps; execntion of documents; 
assistance 

A. Upon the request of an applicant for registration or for any registered voter, without any formality, the 
registrar shall assist such person in the filling and execution of an application, affidavit, or other fonn or 
document governed by the voter registration laws. Any person authorized to accept voter registration 
applications shall assist such person in the completion and execution of an application used for registration, 
change of address, or change of name. 

B. If the person requesting assistance is physically handicapped or unable to read or write English, the 
registrar or any person authorized to accept voter registration applications shall assist the person by reading the 
documents to him and by executing the documents by writing what the person dictates. If the applicant or voter 
does not speak English adequately for such dictation, the dictation shall be given and taken through an 
interpreter. If the applicant or voter is able to sign his name to the document, be shall do so. If be is unable 
to sign his name, he shall sign with his mark in the presence of two witnesses, who shall sign as witnesses to 
his mark. 
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C. If subsequent to registration a voter becomes physically handicapped, he shall notify the registrar thereof 
in person or by mail and shall furnish with the notice a certificate of a medical doctor or optometrist certifying 
to the irremediable nature of the physical handicap as proof of disability. If he is unable to sign his name to 
the notice sent by mail, he shall sign it with his mark witnessed by the signatures of two witnesses. The failure 
of a voter to comply with this Subsection, or the furnishing of notice and proof during the time that the 
registration records are closed, shall not deprive the voter of his right to vote and to receive assistance in voting 
if he complies with the requirements of the laws governing the conduct of elections with respect to assistance 
to voters in casting their votes. 

D. If an applicant for registration or registered voter is a member of a language minority gmup, as 
determined under the federal Voting Rights Act which entitles the applicant to registration notices, forms. 
instructions, materials, information, or other assistance in the language applicable to his language minority group, 
the registrar or any person authorized to accept voter registration applications shall supply such materials. 
information, and assistance in conformity with the federal Voting Rights Act. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§tOO, Party afilliation not reqnired for registration; change in party aff"diation 

A. An applicant need not be a member of a political party or declare a party affiliation in order to be 
registered, but in such case the word "None" on the application form shall be circled. 

B. An elector may change his party affiliation by making application therefor in writing to the registrar. 
When he receives the request. the registrar shall note the political party designated by the registrant and the date 
of the change on the original application form and on the voting certificate. 

C. If a registrant bas registered without declaration of party affiliation and afterwards desires to affiliate 
with a party, he shall make wrinen application therefor to the registrar, and the registrar shall enter on the 
original application form and on the voting certificate the party the registrant selects and the date of the change. 

D. If a registrant has registered with a declaration of party affiliation and afterwards desires to affiliate with 
no party. he shall make written application therefor to the registrar. and the registrar shall draw a line through 
the party affiliation previously designated and shall enter on the original application form and on the voting 
certificate the word "NONE" and the date of the change. 

E. The pmvisions of Subsections B, C. and D of this Section, relative to party affiliation, shall be subject 
to the provisions of R.S. 18:135(B). 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979. 

§108. Prior registration; surrender of certificate or notice of registration before new registration; change 
of place of registration 

If the registrant's application indicates that the applicant previously registered as a voter in any other parish, 
and if the previous voter registration certificate or notice of registration is available, then before making a new 
registration the registrar shall require the app1icant to surrender his previous certificate or notice for cancellation. 
The registrar shall pmmptly notify the registrar of the parisb in which the applicant bas registered previously, 
in writing, of the present registration. The other registrar shall cancel the voter's registration in the other parish; 
however, the cancellation shall not be made as long as the registrant bas the right to vote in the parish of his 
former residence as pmvided in R.S. 18:110(C). 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1988, 
No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

1109. Notice of registration and change in registration 

After receiving from the registrar the information concerning a new registrant or the information concerning 
a change made with respect to the registration of any person, the computer center promptly shall mail a notice 
to the appropriate registrar that the person is registered or that his registration bas been changed. The registrar 
shall then mail a notice, postage prepaid, to eacb new registrant and to each person whose registration was 
changed in any manner, a notice that be is registered or that his registration bas been changed. The notice shall 
show the parish, ward, precinct, registration address, and party affiliation of the registrant. The commissioner 
of elections shall prescribe the form to be used on the notice; however, the front of the notice slulll contain 
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directions to the postmaster to "deliver only as addressed; otherwise return to sender; address correction 
requested", and the return address shall be that of the registrar. When a notice is returned by the postmaster, 
the registrar shall proceed in accordance with the applicable provisions of Part V of this Chapter. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1987, 
No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 909, §§1 and 2, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

§110, Removal from precinct; removal from parisb 

A.(I) At any time prior to closing of registration for any election a registrant who changes his residence 
within the parish may change his registration without reregistering by making application by mail to the registrar 
or by appearing in person at the office of the registrar and making application for a change of registration or 
by any other manner authorized in this Part. If the registrant is unable to sign his name to the application, he 
shall sign it with his mark, wimessed by the signatures of two wimesses. The application shall state that he is 
unable to sign his name. 

(2) The application shall contain the name in full; address appearing on the registration records; present 
residence, including apartment or room number, if any; date of change of residence; date of application, and 
signature of voter. . 

(3) Upon receipt of an application for a change of registration, the registrar shall compare the signature on 
the application with the signature on the original application card. If the signatures are sufficiently alike to 
identify the applicant as the registered voter, the change shall be made and the date of the change of residence 
and the new ward and precinct shall be recorded on the original application form. If the application is signed 
by a mark wimessed by the signatures of two wimesses, the registrar shall make the change on the basis of the 
application. 

(4) The registrar shall send the notice referred to in R.S. 18:109 to a voter whose registration is changed. 

B.(I) A change of registration based upon a change of residence from one precinct to another within a 
parish received after the closing of registration for a primary election shall become effective the day after the 
general election or special general election when a special primary election is held in conjunction with a general 
election. 

(2) The change of residence of a registrant from one precinct to another in the same parish does not deprive 
him of the right to remain as a legal registrant, as to all issues upon which he was entitled to vote prior to his 
change of residence, in the precinct from which be bas removed until he changes his registration as provided 
in Subsection A of this Section and bas the right to vote in the precinct to which be bas moved. 

C. The removal from one parish to another parish does not deprive any registrant of the right to remain 
a legal registrant in the parish from which he bas removed, as to all issues upon which he was entitled to vote 
prior to his change of residence, until he registers and has the right to vote in the parish to which he has moved 
or until three months after he moved, whichever is sooner. 

D. Any registrant may have his name cancelled from the file of eligible voters by filing a written statement 
of such request with the registrar of voters for the parish in which he is registered. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended I1y Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1985, No. 754, §1; Act. 1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 157, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Se ••. , 
No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§lll. Change of name 

A. In order to remain a legal registrant, a person who changes his name hy virme of a judgment of court 
shall produce in the presence of or, if required, file with the registrar or any person authorized to accept voter 
registration applications a certified copy of the judgment or his affidavit setting forth the pertinent facts 
containing the change of name. 

B. A female, at her option, may be registered in her maiden name or her present husband's name, or in 
a hyphenated combination, thereof or, if divorced or widowed, she may be registered in her maiden name or in 
the surname of her last busband, or in a hyphenated combination thereof. However, a woman registered in ber 
last husband's name may not remain a legal registrant in his name or in a hyphenated combination of her maiden 
surname and his surname if she remarries. In such case, in order to remain a legal registrant she shall apply 
for a change of name. A change of name allowed or required by this Subsection shall be made by producing 
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in the presence of or, if required, filing with the registrar or other person authorized to accept voter registration 
applications her affidavit setting forth the pertinent facts concerning the change of narne and stating the narne 
under which she desires to be registered as allowed by this Section. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1988, No. 317, §1; Acts 1994, 3Td Ex. Stss., No. 10, §1, ejJ. 
Jan. 1, 1995. ',. 

§ 112. Endorsement of changes 

Whenever any change is made with respect to the registration of any person, the date of the change and all 
pertinent information concerning the change shall be entered by the registrar on the original application for 
registration and on any other official registration records. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 909, 
§1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

§ 113. DeniaJ of registration; remedies of applicant 

A. Any person who alleges that he possesses the qualifications for voting who is denied registration or 
reinstatement may apply for relief, without cost, to the district court having jurisdiction of civil causes for the 
district in which he offers to register or seeks to be reinstated 

B. In addition to the rights and remedies established by Subsection A of this Section, a person who violates 
the provisions of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall be subject to the provisions for enforcement 
and to the penalties contained in such Act 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1994, 3Td Ex. 
Sts •. , No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 114. Registration at driver's license facilities 

A. It is the intention of the legislature to encourage the broadest possible participation in the electoral 
process by the citizens of this state. Therefore, voter registration services provided for in this Section shall be 
available at all driver's license facilities in this state. 

B.(1) Each application to obtain, renew, or change the name or address on a driver's license or 
identification card issued by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections made by an applicant who is 
eighteen years or older shall also serve as an application for voter registration by the applicant unless the 
applicant declines to register to vote through specific declination or by failing to sign the voter registration 
application. In addition, any person age seventeen may register to vote at any time prior to the first election 
at which he shall have attained the age of eighteen years. However, no one under the age of eighteen years shall 
be permitted to vote in any election. 

(2) Any change of address or change of narne submitted to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections 
for the purpose of changing the information contained on a driver's license or identification card issued by the 
Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall serve as a notification of change of address or change of 
name for voter registration unless the registrant states at the time of submitting the change of address or change 
of name that the change is not for voter registration purposes. 

C. Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1995. 

D. The commissioner of elections shall design and provide a standard notice informing the public of the 
eligibility requirements for and availability of voter registration, which notice shall be posted in each driver's 
license facility of the state. 

E. The commissioner of elections and the deputy secretary for public safety services of the Department of 
Public Safety and Corrections shall develop voter registration application forms for use at driver's license 
facilities. Such forms shall be in conformity with the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. 

F. Procedures for voter registration pursuant to this Section shall be as follows: 

(I) The notice form, as provided for herein, shall be posted in a prominent place in each driver's license 
facility wherein voter registration applications are to be accepted. 

(2) Any employee authorized to accept an application to obtain, renew, or change the name or address on 
a driver's license or identification card shall offer voter registration to any person making such an application 
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and, upon request, shall provide assistance to any person who desires to register to vote. Such assistance may 
consist of answering any question that person might have about completing the registration form. However, if 
the person requesting assistance is physically handicapped or unable to read or write English, the authorized 
employee shall provide such assistance as is allowed to be provided by registrars of voters under the provisions 
of R.S. 18:106. 

(3) Prior to generating the ~i1ion of the form which is an individual registration form, the authorized 
employee shall require the applicant to submit his current Louisiana driver's license, if he has one, or his birth 
certificate, or other documentation which reasonably and sufficiently establishes the applicant's identity, age, 
and residency. 

(4) Each applicant shall be required to complete the registration application form in the presence of an 
authorized employee. 

(5) Upon completion of the registration application form, the applicant shall return the ·.form to an 
authorized employee. 

(6) The authorized employee shall ensure that the registration form has been completely filled out. 

(7) The applicant shall sign the affidavit provision of the registration form before the authorized employee 
who, for purposes of this Section, shall be authorized to administer any oath required on the registration form. 
The authorized employee shall inform the applicant that he will not be officially registered to vote until the 
application is received and approved by the registrar of voters. 

(8) Upon completion of these procedures, the authorized employee shall, within five working days, return 
the completed registration application to the registrar of voters within the parish where the office is located who 
shall transmit such application to the appropriate registrar of voters for the parish in which the applicant resides, 
as determined from the information contained on the registration application. If a registration application is 
accepted within five days before the last day for registration, each driver's license facility shall transmit the 
completed voter registration application forms at the conclusion of each business day. If the information 
contained on the application form is insufficient to register the applicant, the registrar of voters shall mail a 
notice to the applicant at the address provided on the application form informing the applicant that he has ten 
days from the date on which the notice was mailed to provide the necessary information. If the applicant fails 
to provide the necessary information within that time, the applicant shall not be registered and the registrar shall 
so advise the applicant. 

(9) 'Upon receipt of the completed registration form, the registrar shall, if the information thereon 
establishes that the applicant meets the requirements for registration, register the applicant and mail notice of 
registration to the applicant's residence. as provided on the application. Any completed voter registration 
application transmitted to and received by a registrar by a driver's license facility shall be considered an update 
of any existing registration for that person. However, if a registrar accepts any application for registration, 
change of name, or cbange of address that has been received by a driver's license facility while the registration 
records are closed for a particular election as required by R.S. 18:135(A), none of the cbanges in a registration 
shall be effective until at least the day after the particular election has been held. In the case of a cbange of 
address, the cbange shall be effective in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:1lO(B). 

G. No individual shall be registered to vote pursuant to this Section if he does not meet the requirements 
for registration as provided in Chapter 4 of Tide 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, except where 
said provisions are specifically in conflict herewith. 

H. Any public official or employee wbo attempts to register any person without complying with the 
applicable provisions of this Section shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or be 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

I. The commissioner of elections. after consultation with the deputy secretary for public safety services of 
the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, shall adopt rules and regulations to provide for the 
implementation of this Section. Such rules and regulations shaIl be adopted in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act and shall be subject to oversight by the House Committee on House and 
Governmental Affairs and the Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental Affairs. 

J. The transmittal of a cbange of address or cbange of name shall be bandied in the same manner as the 
transmittal of a voter registration application. 
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K. If an applicant declines to register to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to register will remain 
confidential and will be used only for voter registtation purposes. The fact that any particular applicant has 
submitted an application to register to vote at a driver's license facility shall be kept confidential and shall be 
used only for voter registration purposes. 

L. Each driver's license facility shall maintain such statistical records on the number of applications to 
register to vote as requested by the commissioner of elections. 

Acts 1989, No. 792, §I; Acts 1990, No. 107, §I, eff Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §§I, 
2, eff. Jan. I, 1995. 

§ 115. Registration by mail 

A.( I) In addition to the national voter registration form promulgated by the Fedeml Election Commission. 
the commissioner of elections shall design and distribute a state mail voter registration application form. The 
state mail voter registration form shall include the eligibility requirements for registration. 

(2) A person may apply to register to vote by mail by completing and retmning either the national voter 
registration form or the state mail voter registration form to the registrar of voters for the parish in which the 
applicant resides. 

(3) State mail voter registration application forms received by a registrar of voteIS from voter registration 
agencies as defined in R.S. 18:2(8) shall be subject only to the provisions enumerated in R.S. 18:116. 

B.( I) The registrar of VoteIS shall determine the eligibility of an applicant in the following manner: 

(a) The registrar shall mail a verification mailing to the applicant at the address provided on the application 
form. The mailing shall instruct the posunaster to deliver only as addressed or retmn to sender. with return 
postage guaranteed. If such mailing is not retmned to the registrar within ten days from the date of mailing. 
the applicant shall be added to the official list of votelll and the registrar of VOteIS shall send a notice of 
registration to the applicant. However, if the verification mailing is retmned to the registrar by the United States 
Postal Service. the registrar shall not add the applicant's name to the official list of votelll and shall attempt to 
notify the applicant of such action. 

(b) If an applicant fails to provide all of the required information on the application for voter registration, 
the registrar shall notify the applicant in writing of the missing information and inform him that he has ten days 
from the date on which the notice was mailed to provide the information. This written notification shall be 
considered the verification mailing as required by Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph. If the applicant provides 
the information and the registrar determines he is eligible to register. the applicant shall be added to the official 
list of votelll and the registrar shall send a notice of registration to the applicant. In the event the applicant does 
not respond to the request for the missing information within ten days, the application shall be rejected and the 
registrar shall so advise the applicant in writing. If the registrar's request for the missing information is returned 
by the United States Postal Service, the applicant's name shall not be added to the official list of VOteIS and the 
registrar shall attempt to notify the applicant of such action. 

(2) The registrar shall maintain a list of persons to whom verification mailings have been sent within thirty 
days prior to a particular election. 

C. Any mail voter registration application received by the registtar of voters shall be considered an update . 
to any existing voter registration for that person. However, in order to change the name of a registration based 
on a mail voter registration application, the registrar shall require a copy of such documentation as provided 
for in R.S. 18:111. 

D. The parish registrar of voteIS shall obtain from the commissioner of elections and maintain a supply of 
mail voter registration application forms for distribution and for voter registration. The mail voter registration 
application forms shall be made available through governmental and private entities. Such forms shall be 
available for organized voter registration progtaIIIS. 

E.( I) Mail voter registration applications returned through the United States Postal Service shall be deemed 
to have been made as of the date of the postmark affixed to such application by the United States Postal Service, 
or if no such postmaIk is affIXed or if the postmark affixed by the United States Postal Service is illegible or 
beaIll DO date, such application shall be deemed to have been made timely if received through the United States 
mail by the registrar of votel!l no later than the close of business on the twenty-fourth day prior to an election. 
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(2) Mail voter registtation applications returned by a third pany must be received by any registtar of voters 
no later than the registration deadline for a particular election in order for the applicant to be eligible to vote 
in that election. 

(3) In any other case. a mail voter registration form shall be deemed received timely if received by any 
registtar of voters no later than the registration deadline for a particular election. 

F.(l) Any registered voter who has registered by mail and has not previously voted in the parish in which 
he is registered shall vOle: 

(a) Absentee in person in the office of the registtar of voters. or 

(b) In person at the precinct in which he is registered to vote. 

·(2) Notwithstanding the provisions ofR.S. 18:562(0) or 1309(0). the commissioner or registtar of voters 
shall identify each such voter by requiring the voter to submit his cum:nt Louisiana driver's license or other 
picture identification card. 

(3) The provisions of Paragraph (I) of this Subsection shall not apply in the case of a person who is 
otherwise entitled to vote under the provisions of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. 
the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act. or the Special Program for Physically 
Handicapped Voters as provided in Chapter 7-A of this Title. 

G. Upon receipt by the registtar of voters of an undelivered notice of registration. the registtar shall 
immediately begin the procedure set forth in R.S. 18:193 and place the voter on the inactive list of voters. 

H. Each registtar of voters shall maintain such statistical records on the number of applications to register 
to vote by mail. except military and overseas applicants who register by using the Federal Post Card Application. 
as requested by the commissioner of elections. 

Acts /994. 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. /0, §/. ejJ. Jan. /, /995. 

·This provision was rejected by the U.S. Justice Department on November 2/, /994. 

§1l6. Voter registration agencies 

A.( I) Voter registration services shall be provided at the foUowing voter registtation agencies: 

(a) Public assistance agencies that administer or provide services under the food stamp. Medicaid, the 
supplemental food for Women. Infants and Children (WlC). and the Aid to Families with Dependent Cbildren 
(AFDC) programs and any other public assistance agencies. if any. which the commissioner shall designate by 
rule. 

(b) All offices in the state !bat provide state funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to 
persons with disabilities. 

(c) RecruibneDl offices of the Anned Forces of the United Slates. 

(2) In addition to the offices listed in Paragraph (I) of this Subsection. the commissioner of elections shall 
designate by rule in accordance with the Adntinisllalive Procedure Act other offices within the state as 
designated voter regisllalion agencies. Such offices may include but not be limited to: 

(a) Slate or local governmental offices such as public liImIries. public schools. offices of municipal clerics. 
and government revenue offICes. 

(b) Federal and nongovernmental offices. with the agreement of such offices. 

B.( 1) At each designated voter registration agency. the foUowing services sItaIl be provided during regular 
offICe hours: 

(a) Distribution of a mail voter registration application form to any applicant who is qualified to register. 

(b) Assistance to applicants in completing voter registration application forms. unless the applicant refuses 
such assistance. 

(c) Acceptance of completed voter registration application forms for submission to the registtar of voters 
within the parish where the voter registration agency is located. 

(d) Acceptance of any change of address or thange of name submitted by a registtant to an agency which 
shall serve as a notification of change of address or change of name for voter registration unless the registtant 
states at the time of submitting the change that the change is not for voter registration purposes. The ttartsmiual 
procedure shall be handled in the same manner as voter registration applications. 
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(2) Persons providing the services described in this Subsection shall not: 

(a) Seek to influence an applicant's political preference. 

(b) Display any political preference or political party or body allegiance. 

(c) Make any statement to an applicant or take any action the purpose or effect of which is to discourage 
the applicant from applying to re~ster to vote. 

(d) Make any statement to an applicant or take any action the purpose or effect of which is to lead the 
applicant to believe that a decision to apply to register or not to apply to register to vote has any bearing on the 
availability of services or benefits. 

C.O) A designated voter registration agency as provided in Subsection A of this Section shall: 

(a) Distribute a mail voter registration application form with each application for such service or assistance 
and with each recertification. renewal. or change of address form relating to such service or assistance unless 
the applicant declines in writing to register to vote. . 

(b) Distribute a form to accompany the mail voter registration application form which includes: 

(i) A statement of voter registration eligibility requirements. 

(ii) The question "If you are not registered to vote where you live now, would you like to apply to register 
to vote here today?". 

(iii) Boxes for the applicant to check to indicare whether the applicant is presently registered, would like 
to register, or declines to register to vote with the statement "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK ANY l!,OX, YOU 
WILL BE CONSIDERED TO HA VB DECIDED NOT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AT TIllS TIME." in close 
proximity to the buxes and in prominent type. 

(iv) The statements "If you would like help in filling out the voter registration form, we will help you. 
The decision whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the application in privare." 

(v) The statement "If you believe that someone has interfered with your right to register or to decline to 
register to vote or your right to privacy in deciding whether to register or in applying to register to vote, you 
may file a complaint with the commissioner of elections." and the current address and telephone number of the 
commissioner of elections. 

(2) Any designated voter registration agency as provided in Subparagraphs A(l)(a) and (b) of this Section 
shall also include on the form which accompanies the voter registration application form the statement" Applying 
10 register or declining to register 10 vote will nol affecl the amount of assistance that you will be provided by 
this agency." 

(3) If an applicant fails to check any box on the form required by this Subsection, the applicanl shall be 
deemed to have declined to apply to register to vote. 

(4) Each applicant who decides 10 register 10 vote shall be provided the same degree of assistance with 
regard to the completion of the registration application form as is provided by the office with regard 10 the 
completion of its own forms. unless the applicant refuses such assistance. 

(5) If a designated voter registration agency provides services to a person with a disability at the person's 
home, the agency shall provide the same services descnDed in this Section at the person's home. 

(6) No information relating 10 a declination 10 apply 10 register 10 vote may be used for any pmpose other 
than voter registration and shall not be subjecl 10 public inspection. 

D. Each designated voter registration agency shall transtnil no later than five days after acceptance, all 
completed voter registration applications 10 the registrar of voters within the parish where the voter registration 
agency is located who shall transmit such applications 10 the apjJIO)liiare registrar of voters for the parish in 
which the applicant resides, as determined from the information contained on the registration application. If a 
registration application is accepted within five days before the last day for registration, each agency shall 
transmit the completed voter registration application forms 10 the registrar at the conclusion of each busiliess 
day. 

E. Upon receijJl of the completed registration form, the registrar shall. if the information thereon establishes 
that the applicant meets the requirements for registration, register the applicant and mail notice of registration 
to the applicanl's residence, as provided on the application. Any completed voter registration application 
transmitted to and received by a registrar by a designated voter registration agency shall be considered an update 
to any existing registration for that person. However, if a registrar accepts any application for registration, 
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change of name. or change of address that has been received by a designated voter registtation agency while 
the registration records are closed for a panicular election as required by R.S. l8:135(A). none of the changes 
shall be effective until at least the day after the particular election has been held. In the case of a change of 
address. the change shall be effective in accordance with the provisions of R.S. l8:11O(B). 

F. The fact that an applicant ~ubmitted an application to register to vote at a designated voter registration 
agency shall be kept confidential aiid wiD be used only for voter registtation purposes. 

G. Each designated voter registtation agency shall maintain such statistical records on the number of 
applications to register to vote as requested by the commissioner of elections. 

Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. /0. §I, eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

§ll7. Training,for accepting voter registratioD applications 

A. The commissioner of elections in conjunction with the registtars of voters shall be responsible for 
developing all employee training programs necessitaled for acceptance of voter registtation applications under 
the provisions of R.S. 18:114 and 116. 

B. The commissioner of elections in conjunction with the registtars of voters shall be responsible for 
training those personnel of the Depanment of Public Safety and Corrections and voter registration agencies 
responsible for training other personnel in those same agencies. . 

Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. /0, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1995. 

PART n. OFFICES, OFFICE HOURS, CLOSE OF REGISTRATION 

§l31. Place of registratiOD; office aDd mobile registratiOD DDit defiDed 

A. Except as otherwise provided by law. all acts required for registration sball require the personal 
appearance of the applicant or registtant and sball be done only in an office of the registrar. 

B. For purposes of this Pan. "office" includes any branch office or mobile registration unit authorized by 
law. 

C. For purposes of this Pan, "mobile registtation unit" means an offICe on wheels or which is portable. 

D. No registrar shall have or operate an office unless authorized by state law. 

Acts J976, No. 697. §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 

§ 132. Offices furnished registrar; supplies; expenses 

Except as otherwise provided by law. the governing authority of each parish shall furnish the office space 
required by law for the registrar and also shall be responsible for the cost of all equipmem and supplies, 
including all fumimre, books, stationery, and other expenses for the opemtion of each office necessary to enable 
the registrar fully to discharge his duties. The parish governing authority shall provide space for the registrar's 
principal office in the courthouse or in close proximity thereto, and this offICe shall be accessible and convenient 
to the residents of the parish. The space to be used for this office shall be specifically designated by the parish 
governing authority, which shall designate adequate space to enable the registrar to fully discharge his duties. 
No other official or unit of government shall have authority to designate or allocate such office space. Before 
the expenses are paid, the registrar shall furnish the bead of the parish governing authority a budget of 
anticipated expenses for each succeeding year. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I ejJ. Jan. 1978. 

§133, Braucb offICes; mobile registratiOD DDits; mandatory registratiOD drives 

A. All branch offices, whether temporaIY or permanent. shall be located in permanent buildings, except 
mobile registtation units. 

B. Any or all branch offices, whether permanent or temporaIY, and any or all mobile registtation units, in 
operation on December 31, 1977, may be continued in operation by the governing authority heretofore 
responsible therefor, and those continued in operation shall continue to be funded by the state or local authorities 
heretofore made responsible therefor. 
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C. In addition to the offices continued in Subsection B of this Section. the registrar of each parish. with 
prior approval and at the expense of the parish governing authority. may provide permanent branch offices at 
sites selected by. and operated by the registrar. 

D. In addition to the offices required or authorized by this Section. the registrar of each parish. with prior 
approval of the parish governing allthority. may establish. maintain and operate additional temporary branch 
offices for the registration of voter.;. The location of these offices shall be detennined by the registrar. 

E. In each parish. the parish governing authority may provide for one or more mobile registration units for 
the registration of voter.; within the parish. which shall be at the expense of the parish governing authority. The 
registration books shall not be carried in any such mobile unit. In each of these parishes the registrar shall 
acti vate the mobile registration units whenever he deems it necessary in order to afford maximum registration 
service to the residents of the parish. The locations of these units shall be detennined by the registrar. Each 
mobile unit shall be equipped with a fIre extinguisher. 

The provisions of this Subsection shall not be construed to allow house-ta-house registration of voter.;. 

F. Repealed by Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §2. eft. Jan. 1. 1995. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1985. No. 754. §1; Acts 1988. No. 661. §1; Acts 1994. 3rd 
Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §2. eft. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§l33.I. Temporary branch office; deputy registrar; appointment; compensation 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter. the registrar of voter.; of Jefferson Parish shall 
establish a temporary branch office or offices at Grand Isle at such location or locations as he deems appropriate 
which shall be open for business during the hour.; and on the days that he deems that activity justifIes it. The 
registrar shall appoint a citizen of the town of Grand Isle on a temporary year-ta-year basis to act as a deputy 
registrar and shall fIx his compensation. The compensation so fIxed shall be approved by the parish governing 
authority and shall he paid from funds appropriated by the parish governing authority. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 721. §1. 

§l34. Office hours 

A. A registrar shall keep his principal office open for business on those days that state departments are 
open. A registrar shall observe the holidays which are provided by law or proclaimed by the governor for state 
departmen~. On days that a registrar's office is open. he shall observe the same office hour.; as the clerk of 
court for the parish. Notwithstanding any provision of this Subsection. any registrar may keep his principal 
office open during additional hour.; and on additional days. 

B. Each registrar shall keep each permanent branch office open for business during the hour.; and on the 
days he deems the activity justifIes it. 

C. Each registrar shall keep each temporary branch office and each mobile registration unit open for 
business during the hour.; and on the days that he deems that activity justifIes it 

D. Additional hour.; and days during which a principal office is to he kept open. as authorized by 
Subsection A of this Section. and the hour.; and days during which each office or mobile unit is to he kept open. 
under the provisions of Subsections B and C of this Section, shall he specifIed and advertised in advance by the 
registrar by means of the news media. 

E. On election days the principal office of the registrar shall remain open from 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
The registrar or a deputy registrar designated by him shall remain in the office during that time. 

F. It shall he lawful to register persons on Sundays and holidays. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 544 §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978; Amended 
by Acts 1979. No. 229. §1. eft. July 13. 1979. 

1l3S. Close of l1:gistration 

A. RegistrarS shall close the registration records twenty-four days prior to an election. However, if the 
deadline falls on a legal holiday. the registrarS shall close the registration records twenty-fIve days prior to an 
election or if that day is a Saturday, Sunday. or legal holiday, on the fIrst preceding day which is not a Saturday. 
Sunday. or other legal holiday. 
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B. Except as otherwise provided by law, no entries or changes in the registration records shaH be made 
thereafter except: 

(I) To carry into effect at any time prior to the date of the election an order of a court in the case of an 
application and appeal heard and determined as provided for in this Title. 

(2) Repealed by Act 1988, NiL 909, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

(3) To effect cancellations and erasures as required or authorized by this Chapter. 

C. Except as otherwise provided by law, while the registration records are closed as required by Subsection 
A of this Section, registrars shall accept any application for registration, change of address, change of party 
affiliation or nonaffiliation, change of name, or application for any other lawful entry or change in a registration, 
but none of these shall be effective until at least the day after the election has been held. 

Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 909, 
§§1, 2, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 107, §2, eff. Dec. 1, 1990; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No: 10, §1, eff. 
Jan. 1, 1995. 

PART m. RECORDS BY REGISTRARS 

§lS1. Custody or records 

A. The original application for registration, together with the registers, records, files, books, and 
paraphernalia used for conduct of the registrar's office, shall be kept under the control and in the custody of the 
registrar at his principal office and shall be removed therefrom only as provided in this Section, as authorized 
by law, or on order of a competent court. However, if his permanent branch office is separated from his 
principal office by navigable waters, the registrar may allow his permanent records to be kept both in his 
principal office and the permanent branch office. 

B. The original application for registration or any of the registers, records, files, books, and paraphernalia 
used for conduct of the registrar's office shall be released, upon the request of the commissioner of elections, 
to the control and custody of the commissioner of elections, or his designee, for the sole purpose of entering 
registration information into the state voter registration computer system. The commissioner of elections shall 
be responsible for the preservation and maintenance of all such materials released to him, or to his designee, 
until the materials have been returned to the control and custody of the registrar. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1984; No. 672, §1; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

I1S2. Required records 

A.(I) Each registrar shall keep as permanent records: 

(a) All original applications for registration, filed alphabetically for the entire parish or for each ward and 
precinct or for each precinct of the parish. . 

(b) The originals of all affidavits made pursuant to this Chapter. 

(c) The original of each report made by any person required by this Chapter to make a report to the . 
registrar. 

(d) Repealed by Acts 1994, 3nJ Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I) of this Subsection or any other law to the contrary, 
when an original application for registration and any documentation relative to such has remained in the 
registrar's cancellation file as provided in Subsection D for a period of four years, the application may be 
microfilmed or microfiched and such microfilm or microfiche sball be considered the permanent record. 

B. Each registrar shall keep a master file consisting of all original applications for registration made by 
persons who are currently registered, arranged alphabetically for the parish or for each ward and precinct or for 
each precinct of the parish. The parish governing authority sball provide the registrar with safe, secure, and 
fireproof storage space for use as a depository for the master file. 

C.( 1) The computer center will provide each registrar with an updated registration list upon request hy the 
registrar for office use. 
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(2)(a) Prior to each election. the registrar shaH request a current precinct register and duplicate precinct 
register for each precinct in the parish where an election is to be held. Such registers shaH contain both the 
official list of voters and the inactive list of voters. Each precinct register shaH contain infonnation for 
identification of the voter at the polls, a space which the voter shaH sign at the time he votes. a space for the 
initials of the commissioner at the polls. a space for the date of the election. and space for such other 
infonnation as is deemed necessary; 

(b) Prior to delivery of the precinct register to the parish custodian of voting machines. the registrar shall 
add the names and collateral infonnation on those mail registrants that were verified after the printing of the 
precinct register. Such listing of registrants shall be considered to be a supplement to the official list of voters 
and a part of the precinct register. 

(3) The precinct register shall be used at the polls for identification and the voting record. The duplicate 
precinct register is the duplicate for reference or temporary use in case of loss. mutilation. or destruction of the 
precinct register. The voting record of each registrant shall be entered on the computer system as soon as 
feasible foHowing an election. 

(4) The registration records to be used at the poHs for voter identification shall contain thereon infonnation. 
if applicable. showing that the registrant is physically handicapped or unable to read. If the registrant is unable 
to read or write English. the records shall show in which language he is entitled to printed materials. ballots. 
and assistance if he is a member of a language minority group under a determination made under the federal 
Voting Rights Act. A voter entitled to assistance whose record so indicates may be given such assistance at the 
polls at the voter's request. 

O. The registrar in each parish shall keep a canceHation file in which he shall place the original application 
for registration of each person whose registration is canceled. 

E. The commissioner of elections shall prescribe unifonn fonns. as provided by R.S. 18:18(3). for the 
making of records pertaining to all aspects of the registration of voters. which shall be the only forms which 
may be used by the registrar.in each parish. 

F. The commissioner of elections shall adopt regulations. as provided by R.S. 18:18(3). governing the 
manner of registering persons to vote and the making and keeping of registration records. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 544. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1988. 
No. 909. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1989; Acts 1993. No. 418. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1994; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10. §§I. 
2. eff. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§ 153. Tax rolls 

A copy of the latest filed tax roll shall be made available to the registrar of each parish upon his request. 
so that he may prepare the list to be used in any election in which property ownership is a legally valid requisite 
for voting. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§ 154. Records open to inspedIon; copying; exception 

A. The records of each registrar are public records and at all times during office hours shall be open to 
inspection. 

B. When twenty-five or more qualified voters of a parish request in writing that the registrar permit the 
copying of any part of his records, he shall allow this to be done by hand or otherwise. if so requested. unless 
such reproduction seriously interferes with the registration of voters or otherwise seriously interferes with the 
performance of the duties imposed on his office by law. In sucb instances. the registrar shall cause his 
employees to make copies of the requested records and deliver them to the voters or request the commissioner 
of elections to reproduce such records whicb may then be forwarded to the registrar for delivery to the voters. 
Copying by the registrar or his employees or the commissioner of elections shall be done in the presence of a 
representative of the requesting voters. if they so request. 

C. However, neither the registrar nor the Department of Elections and Registration shall circulate the social 
security numbers of registered voters on commercial lists. 

0.(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section. the registrar shall not disclose the name and address 
of a law enforcement officer. other than on a general list, if be bas received certification from the law 
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enforcement agency employing the officer that the officer is engaging in hazardous activities to the extent that· 
it is necessary for his name and address to be kept confidential. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, the Department of Elections and Registration shall not 
disclose the name and address of a law enforcement officer, other than on a general list, if the commissioner 
of elections has received certification from the law enforcement agency employing the officer that the officer 
is engaging in hazardous activities to the extent that it is necessary for his name and address to be kept 
confidential. 

(3) Any agency employing a law enforcement officer availing himself of Paragraph (I) or (2) of this 
Subsection shall also issue decertification notices to the registrar of voters and the commissioner of elections 
and registration when the officer is no longer engaging in hazardous activities to the extent that it is necessary 
for his name and address to be kept confidential. 

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section or any other law to the contrary, the registrar of voters 
shall not allow inspection of any voter registration applications or copies thereof unless ordered by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, No. 505, §1; Acts 1991, No. 810, §1; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, 
eff. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Soss., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 155. Refusal or neglect to grant right of inspection; remedies 

A. If the registrar fails or refuses to comply with any provision of R.S. 18: 154, the voter or voters may 
apply to the district court having jurisdiction for a peremptory order to the registrar to comply therewith. The 
rule shall be returnable within forty-eight hours, and the court shall hear the rule in summary manner and by 
preference, in term time or vacation, and shall decide it within twenty-four hours after submission. 

B. If the court finds that the plaintiff is entided to the relief sought, it shall enter its order requiring 
performance by the registrar and shall hold the registrar in contempt if he does not comply within three days 
after entry of the order. 

C. This remedy shall not preclude any other civil remedy against or criminal prosecution of the registrar 
provided in this Tide for such failure or refusal. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§lS6, Alteration, defacing, destruction, or removal of records 

Except as provided by law, no registrar, deputy, or employee of a registrar, or any person having access 
to or the right of inspection, copying, or photographing of any book, card, record, or other document pertaining 
to the registration of voters, shall alter, add to, deface, or destroy any such document, or remove it from the 
custody of the registrar. However, nothing in this Section prevents a competent court from requiring the 
registrar to produce in court, in any proceeding pending therein, any document, book, card, or record which the 
court believes to be necessary and material to the determination of the proceeding. However, such documents 
shall not become permanent records of the court, but shall be returned to the custody of the registrar immediately 
after inspection by the court, The court may require a photostatic copy thereof to be placed in the record. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§ 157. DelIvery of precinct registers to election authorities 

The registrar shall seal and deliver a precinct register for each precinct in the parish which is involved in 
the election, which shall contain both the official list of voters and inactive list of voters in each precinct and 
shall be bound in a pressboard binder, labeled with the correct ward and the precinct number, to the parisb 
custodian of voting machines not less than three days before the opening bour of the election. 

Acts 1989, No. 179. §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Stss., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§Iss. Retention of absentee ballots and records; retention of regisbation records for federal elections 

A. The registrar of voters in each parish shall keep and maintain all records relating to absentee voting as 
provided in Chapter 7 of this Tide. 
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B. The registrar of voters in each parish shall keep and maintain for a period of twenty-two months from 
the date of the election all applications for registration and registration records received for purposes of voting 
in an election involving the office of President of the United States, Vice President of the United States, 
presidential elector, United States Senator, or United States Representative. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1985, No. 755, §1. 

PART IV. REPORTS TO REGISTRARS 

§171. Report of convictions of felony 

A. The clerk of a court having jurisdiction over a criminal proceeding shall record in the minute book in 
his office each conviction of a felony which has become definitive and the name, aliases, date of birth, sex, and 
address of the person subject to the conviction. This recordation shall be made immediately after the judgment 
becomes definitive. By the tenth day of each calendar month, the clerk shall transmit to the registrar of voters 
for his parish and to the Department of Elections and Registration a certified copy of the judgment 

B. The sheriff and district attorney shall also provide supplemental information to the registrar, if available, 
including the convicted felon's date of birth, driver's license number, address, and mother's maiden name. 

C.(1) By January I, 1992, the secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall send to 
the Department of Elections and Registration a repan, certified as com:ct over his signature or the signature of 
his authorized representative, containing the name, date of birth, sex, and address as such information exists in 
the data base of any person who bas a definitive felony conviction and who is currently under the custody or 
supervision of the Department of Public Safety and Com:ctions. 

(2) Beginning February 1992, the secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall send 
to the Department of Elections and Registration a supplemental repan, certified as correct over his signature or 
the signature of his authorized representative, containing the name, date of birth, sex, and address as such 
information exists in the data base of any person who bas a definitive felony conviction, who is currently under 
the custody or supervision of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, and whose name was not on the 
report sent by January I, 1992, or any subsequent supplemental report. Such supplemental report shall be sent 
to the Department of Elections and Registration on a quarterly basis. 

(3) The Department of Elections and Registration shall send to the registrar of voters of each parish such 
information received from the clerk of court of each parish and the Department of Public Safety and Corrections 
regarding persons with a definitive felony conviction on a quarterly basis. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1987, 
No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1991, No. 261, §l. 

§l71.1. Conviction or felony In rederal court; notification 

A(I) Each United States attorney shall give written notice of any felony conviction of a person in a district 
court of the United States to the commissioner of elections. 

(2) The notice shall include the name of the offender, the offender's age and residence address, the date 
of entry of the judgment, a description of the offenses of which the offender was convicted, and the sentence 
imposed by the court. 

B. The commissioner of elections shall send to the registrar of voters of each parish such information 
received from a United States attorney regarding persons with a definitive felony conviction. 

C. Upon request of the registrar of voters, the United States attorney shall provide such additional 
information as the United States attorney may have concerning the identity of the offender and the offense of 
which the offender was convicted. 

D. H a conviction of which notice was given pursuant to this Section is overturned, the United States 
attorney shall give written notice of the vacatiop of the judgment to the commissioner of elections. The 
commissioner of elections shall send such notice of the vacation of the judgment to the appropriate registrar of 
voters. 

Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sus .. No. 10, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1995. 
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§171. Judgment of interdiction for mental incompetence 

The clerk of a coon having jurisdiction over an interdiction shall record in a conveyance book each 
judgment of interdiction for mental incompetence which has become definitive and the name, date of birth. sex, 
and address of the person interdicted. lbis recordation shall be made immediately after the judgment becomes 
definitive. By the tenth day of each calendar month the clerk shall transmit to the registrar of voters from his 
parish a certified copy of the judgment. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 544. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§173. Deaths 

A. By the tenth day of each month the secretary of the Department of Hcalth and Human Resources shall 
send to the registrar in each parish a report. certified as correct over his signature or the signature of his 
authorized representative, containing the name, address, and sex of each person of at least seventeen years of 
age who died in the parish within the preceding calendar month. . 

B. Upon receipt of a certified copy of a death certificate, the registrar of voters shall remove from the voter 
registration rolls the name of the deceased. 

C. By the tenth day of each month the parish health officer shall notify the registrar of voters of the death 
of each person in the parish during the preceding month and shall include the deceased person's parish of 
residence. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1979. 
No. 229. §1. eff. July 13. 1979; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1. 

§174. Changes of name; remarriage 

A. The clerk of a coon having jurisdiction over the changing of a name shall record in the conveyance 
book in his office each judgment which has become definitive that effects a change of a person's name, and the 
name, date of binh, sex, and address of the person whose name is changed. lbis recordation shall be made 
immediately after the judgment becomes definitive. By the tenth day of each calendar month the clerk shall 
transmit to the registrar of voters for his parish a certified copy of the judgment. 

B. By the tenth day of each month the secretary of the Department of Health and Human Resources shall 
send to the registrar of voters in each parish a report, certified as correct over his signature or the signature of 
an authorized representative, containing the full name, address, and the last husband's name of each married 
woman who remarried in the parish within the preceding calendar month. 

C. Any change of name accepted for voter registration purposes under the provisions of R.S. 18:114. 115, 
or 116 shall updare any previous registration. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1978. No. 292. §1. eff. July 6. 1978; Acts 1979. 
No. 229. §1. eff. July 13. 1979; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sus .• No. 10. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§175. Voting list from computer center 

A. Whenever any authority that is authorized to do so calls an election in the parish, the registrar for that 
parish shall notify the computer center to supply him in duplicate both the official list and the inactive list of 
voters in his parish who are eligible to vote in the election. The request shall be made directly to the official 
or public body in charge of the computer center, who shall furnish the list without delay. 

B. Upon his request. the computer center sball furnish the registrar an error listing for the purpose of 
correcting his records. 

C. Before any person may obtain a list of the registered voters in a computer center he shall obtain the 
consent of the commissioner of elections or of the registrar. He shall pay such actual cost therefor as may be 
imposed by the commissioner of elections. 

D. The commissioner of elections and the appropriate registrar of voters shall provide, without charge or 
remuneration, to a clerk of coun at the clerk's request a complete and accurate annual list or computer tape from 
the computer center the official list of registered voters in the parish of the clerk for the preparation of a general 
. venire selection. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1988. No. 909, §1, eo: Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990. No. 77, §I; 
Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 
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§176. Cancellation of registration and challenge of unlawful registration on the basis of reports 

A. Immediately upon receipt ofa repon required by Section 171. 171.1. Or 173 of this Chapter. the registrar 
shall cancel the registration of each pelllon listed therein by deleting the narne from the statewide computer 
registration system and. if necessary by drawing in red ink a line through the narne of such pelllon on the 
precinct register and the duplicate precinct register. Such line through on .the precinct registelll shall be initialed 
by the registrar or employee of the registrar. The registrar shall note on the registration record and on the 
original application for registration that the registrar has been notified of an order of imprisonment for conviction 
of a felony. a judgment of interdiction for mental incompetence. or a repon of death. and he shall note also the 
date of the cancellation and the date of the repon. The registrar shall remove the original application from his 
file of eligible vOtelll and shall place them in his cancellation file. In addition, each pelllOn whose registration 
is cancelled. except by reason of death, shall immediately be notified of the cancellation and the reason therefor. 

B. Immediately upon receipt of a repon required by Section 174 of this Chapter, the registrar shall 
determine which voters, if any. are unlawfully registered by reason of violation of the provisions ofR.S. 18:111. 
relative to a change of narne. The registrar shall promptly challenge the registration of each such voter in the 
manner provided by R.S. 18:193 and shall take such other action. including cancellation of the registration. as 
is applicable under this Title. 

C. Immediately upon receipt of the repon required by Section 172 of this Chapter, the registrar shall 
suspend the registration of the interdict for the period of interdiction. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. efJ. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1979. No. 229. §1. efJ. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1987. No. 831. §1, efJ. Jan. 1. 1988; Acts 1988. No. 909, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 
10. §1. efJ. Jan. 1. 1995. 

PART V. CANVASS, CANCELLATION 

§191. Permanent registration 

The registration of any pelllOn as provided in this Chapter shall remain in effect for so long as the 
registration is not canceled for a cause and in the manner set fonh in this Chapter. 

Acts 1989, No. 652. §1. 

§192. Annual canvass; costs 

A(lXa) In January. 1992. in each parish the registrar of voters shall annually canvass the names of the 
registrants in all precincts in the parish. However. commencing in 1994 and every founh year thereafter. a 
parish containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. as based on 
the most recently published federal decennial census. shall not be required to conduct a canvass in January but 
shall instead conduct a canvass in May. Failure of the registrar to conduct an annual canvass as provided in 
this Paragraph shall constitute willful misconduct relating to his official duty for the purposes of R.S. 18:53. 
The Department of Elections and Registration may use the United States Postal Service or its licensee to verify 
the names and addresses of the registrants in all precincts in the state. A verification by the United States Postal 
Service or its licensee shall constitute a valid canVass of the registered voter. 

(b) In conducting the verification. if the United States Postal Service or its licensee provides a com:cted 
address. the Department of Elections and Registration may furnish the corrected address to the appropriate 
registrar of voters. Upon receiving a corrected address inside the parish, the registrar of votelll may make the 
change on his records. If such change is made. the registrar shall mail a new voter identification card to the 
voter using the coln:Cted address provided and an address confirmation card as provided in R.S. 18:193. In the 
event the new voter identification card using the corrected address is returned to the registrar and the voter has 
failed to return the address confirmation card. the registrar shall consider the address not com:cted. His records 
should be changed to reflect the prior address on file for that voter. If the coln:Cted address is outside the 
parish, the registrar of voters shall not make the change on his records and shall send an address confirmation 
card as provided in R.S. 18: 193. 

(2Xa) In conducting the canvass the registrar shall mail to each registrant a card on which is plainly typed 
or printed the registrant's name and residence address, and his ward and precinct numbers. The card shall 
instruct the postmaster to deliver only as addressed or return to sender. with return postage guaranteed. The card 
shall also instruct the postmaster to provide an address correction when available. However. if the Department 
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of Elections and Registration utilizes the United States Postal Service or its licensee, the registrar shall not mail 
a card to those registrants whose addresses were verified or when an address correction was utilized from the 
United States Postal Service or its licensee. 

(b) If the card is returned and no address is provided by the postmaster or if the corrected address provided 
is outside the parish, the registrar then shall follow the procedure set fonh in R.S. 18:193 with respect to 
challenge and cancellation on the ground that the registrar has reason to believe that the registrant is no longer 
qualified to be registered. However, if the card is returned with a corrected address within the parish, the 
registrar shall make the change on his records. He shall mail a new voter identification card to the voter using 
the corrected address provided by the postmaster and shall send an address confirmation card as provided in R.S. 
18:193. 

(c) Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1995. 

B.(I) The parish governing authority shall provide to the registrar of voters the funding necessary for the 
conduct of the canvass of the names of registrants, as required herein. If the parish governing authority fails 
to provide the funding as required by this Subsection, in order to fund the canvass, the parish governing 
authority shall make available out of its allocated revenue sharing funds a sufficient amount to the parish 
registrar of voters to pay the expenses of the voter canvass. Said funds shall be made available by the parish 
governing authority from the second annual payment which the parish governing authority receives from the tax 
collector and failure of the parish governing authority to do so shall result in the final revenue sharing payment 
to the parish governing authority being delayed by the tax collector until June thirtieth of that year. 

(2) Commencing in January, 1991, sixty percent of the funding of the annual canvass in each parish shall 
be provided by the state through the office of the commissioner of elections who shall be responsible for mailing 
to the voters the initial canvass card, as provided in this Section. 

C. For the purposes of this Section, "residence address" shall mean the registrant's place of residence 
except in the case of a registrant to whom the United States Postal Service will not deliver mail to his place of 
residence, it shall mean the registrant's mailing address. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1986, 
No. 669, §1; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1989, No. 652, §1; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 
1,1991; Acts 1990, No. 142, §1; Acts 1991, No. 201, §3, eff. Dec. 31,1991; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10, 
§§1, 2, eff. Jan. I, 1995. 

§l93, Cballenge and canceUatiOD of reglstratiOD; notice; procednres 

A. When the registrar has reason to believe that the name of a person has been illegally or fraudulently 
placed upon the registration records, that a registrant no longer is qualified to be registered, or that a registrant 
. has changed his residence, he shall immediately notify the person by sending the address confirmation card to 
the registrant and place the voter on the inactive list of voters. 

B. For the purposes of this Section, "address confirmation card" shall mean a postage prepaid and pre
addressed return catd, sent by forwardable mail, which shall include but not be limited to the following: 

(1) The question "Have you permanently changed the address where you live to a new location within the 
same parish?" and the following statements: 

(a) "If so, please detach, complete, and return the postcard at the bottom not later than the date specified 
even if this notice was mailed to your correct current address. This change will be recorded in the voter 
registration list and you will be informed by mail of your correct polling place." 

(b) "If this card is not returned, affirmation or confirmation of your current address will be required at the 
polls on election day." 

(c) "If this card is not returned and you do not vote by the date of the second federal general election, then 
your name will be removed from the voter registration lisL" 

(2) The question "Have you permanently moved to an address outside the parish where you are currently 
registered?" and following statements: 

(a) "If so, please detach, complete, and return the postcard at the bottom even if this notice was mailed to 
your correct current address." 

(b) "Please note that in order to vote, you will have to register to vote in your new location. Consult your 
telephone directory for the phone number and address of the office of the registrar of voters for III,at location." 
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(3) The statement "I have not permanently moved to a new address within the Same parish or outside the 
parish." and the following statements: 

(a) "Please detach, complete, and return the postcard at the bottom no later than the date specified." 

(b) "If this card is not returned, aftinnation or confirmation of your current address will be required at the 
polls on election day." ' •. 

(c) "If this card is not returned and you do not vote by the date of the second federal general election, then 
your name will be removed from the voter registration list." 

(4) The name and telephone number of the registrar sending the address confirmation card. 

(5) The statement "Warning: Any false statements made on the address confirmation card will constitute 
an election offense and will be punishable as provided by law." 

C. If the registrant responds to the address confirmation card and has not moved or has moved within the 
parish, the registrar shall remove the person's name from the inactive list of voters and correct the voter's 
address if necessary. 

D. If the voter responds to the address confirmation card and has permanently moved outside the parish, 
the registrar shall cancel the vOter's registration. 

E. If the voter fails to respond to the address confirmation card, the voter shall remain on the inactive list 
of voters until his address is confirmed in accordance with the procedures set forth in R.S. 18:196 or not later 
than a period of two federal general elections, at which time the registrar shall cancel the voter's registration. 

F. A list of names and addresses to whom address confirmation notices are sent and whether or not each 
person responded to the confl1111ation notice shall be maintained for a period of two years and shall be open to 
inspection and copying as provided in R.S. 18:154. Ninety days prior to a federal election the names and 
addresses of those persons on the inactive list shall be published for one day in the official journal of the parish 
governing authority or in a newspaper calculated to provide maximum notice in the parish. 

G.(l) If the registrar has reason to believe that the name of a person has been illegally or fraudulently 
placed upon the registration records or that a registrant no longer is qualified to be registered for a reason other 
than a change of residence or address, he shall immediately notify the person. The notice shall be mailed first 
class, postage prepaid, to the address on file at the registrar's office. 

(2) The notice shall state the alleged irregularity in the registration and shall inform the person that he must 
appear in person at the office of the registrar of voters within twenty-<>ne days after the date on which the notice 
was mailed to show cause why his name should not be .removed. 

(3) If the registrant fails to appear within the required twenty-<>ne days, the registrar shall cancel his name 
from the list of eligible voters. If the registrant appears and shows cause within the twenty-<>ne days, the 
registrar shall not cancel the registration. 

(4) Records of such activity shall be maintained in accordance with the provisions provided in Subsection 
F of this Section. 

H. If the registrar determines that a voter's registration has been cancelled through error of the registrar, 
the registrar shall reinstate the voter's registration as though the cancellation had never occurred and shall notify 
the registrant of the reinstatement. 

I. For the purposes of this Section, "residence address" shall mean the registrant's place of residence except 
in the case of a registrant to whom the United States Postal Service will not deliver mail to his place of 
residence, it shall mean the registrant's mailing address. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1. eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1985, No. 225, §1; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1987. No. 
831. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1988; Acts 1987. No. 890. §1; Acts 1989, No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. 
Sess .• No. 10, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§194. Repea~d by Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §2, eff. Jan. 1. 1995. 

§l9S. Challenge or registrants ill the United Stales Service or temporarily residing outside United States 

A. If the registrant whose registration is cluillenged for any lawful cause is a member of the United States 
Service or is a person who is temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States, the registrar 
shall mail the registrant an address confirmation card. The registrant's name shall be placed OD the inactive list 
of voters upon mailing of such card. 
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B.(1) Upon receipt of the address confllU\ation card or any written request for continued registration, the 
registrar shall place the registrant's name on the official list of voters. 

(2) Upon receipt of a request for an absentee ballot, the registrar shall consider such request an affinnation 
of registration, place the registrant's name on the official list of voters, and forward the proper ballots. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§196. Inactive list of voters; procedure for voting 

A.(1) In addition to the official list of voters, there sball be an inactive list of voters which shall consist 
of registrants who have been mailed an address confllU\8tion card. The names of registrants on the inactive list 
of voters shall not be counted in computing the number of ballots required for an election, the number of voters 
required to divide or constitute a precinct, the number of signatures required on any petition, or the number of 
registered voters necessary to recognize or determine the organization of a political party or committee. 

(2) However, any registrant whose name appears on the inactive list of voters shall be eligible to sign a 
petition and such petition signature, if valid, shall be sufficient to return the registrant to the official list of 
voters. If the registrant still resides at the address on file at the office of the registrar of voters, the address on 
the petition shall be considered written confllUl8tion of the continuation of that address for that registrant. 
However, if the address is different from that on file at the office of the registrar of voters, the address on the 
petition shall be considered written confinnation of the change of address of the registrant. 

B. A registrant whose name is on the inactive list of voters may vote: 

(I) If the registrant has not changed residence, at the polling place of such registrant's last address upon 
affmning in writing by completing an address confinnation card affirming that such registrant still resides at the 
address on file at the office of the registrar of voters. 

(2) If the registrant has moved to an address within the parish in the same precinct, at the polling place 
of such registrant's last address on file at the office of the registrar of voters upon affirming in writing that such 
registrant resides in the precinct by completing an address confllU\ation card affirming the new address wi thin 
the precinct. 

(3) If the registrant has moved to an address within the parish in a different precinct, at the polling place 
of such registrant's last address on file at the office of the registrar of voters for that election only, primary and 
general if held, upon affirming in writing that such registrant still resides in the parish by completing an address 
confirmation card affirming the new address within the parish. 

(4) If the registrant has moved to an address outside the parish, at the polling place of such registrant's last 
address on file at the office of the registrar of voters for that election only upon affirming in writing that such 
registrant has moved within the last three months and no longer resides in the parish by completing an address 
confinnation card affirming the new address outside the parish and that the length of time since the move has 
not exceeded three months. If such registrant does not affinn that he has moved within the last three months, 
he shall not be permitted to vote. 

C.(I) If a registrant whose name appears on the inactive list of voters has appeared at the polls and voted 
as provided under Paragrapb B(I), (2), or (3) of this Section, the registrar shall transfer the registrant's name 
to the official list of voters and make any necessary corrections in the registrant's registration records. If the 
registrant appeared at the polls and confinned that he has moved outside of the parish, the registrar shall cancel 
the registration of such registrant. 

(2) If a registrant whose name appears on the inactive list of voters has voted absentee, the registrar shall 
consider the executed affidavit on the absentee ballot envelope as an address confirmation and shall transfer the 
registrant's name to the official list of voters and make any necessary corrections in the registrant's registration 
records. 

D. If a registrant who has failed to respond to an address confirmation card and whose name appears on 
the inactive list of voters does not vote in any election from the date he is placed on the inactive list of voters 
until the day after the second general election for federal office held after such date, the registrar shall cancel 
the registration of the registrant. . 

AcIS 1994, 3rd Ex. Sus., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 
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§197. Registration; cancellation 

No registrar of voters shall cancel the registration of any voter in his parish between any primary election 
and the subsequent general election occurring in that parish as a result of any of the processes authorized by this 
Pan, except in the case of • person who has been fraudulently placed upon the registration records or in the case 
of a person whose registration is cancelled pursuant to the annual canvass conducted by the registrar. 

Acts 1988, No. 78, §I; Acts 1988. No. 829, §I. 

§198. Change of residence or change in address; inquiry by registrar; change of records 

A. Whenever a registrar has reason to believe that a registrant has changed his residence within the parish 
or that a change has occurred in the registrant's mailing address. the registrar may mail the address confirmation 
card as provided in R.S. 18:193(B) to the registrant. 

B. The card shall inform the voter that he must notify the registrar of his current address. 

C. The registrar shall send such card to the registrant's address shown on the registration records and to 
the address the registrar believes to be the registrant's new address. Upon return of the card, signed by the 
registrant. the registrar shall enter any change in the registration records and on the original application for 
registration. 

D. If the registrant fails to return the card, the registrar then shall follow the procedures set forth in R.S. 
18:193 with respect to challenge. 

Acts 1989. No. 179. §I, ~ Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §I. ~ Jan. 1, 1995. 

§l99. New registration necessary after canceUation 

A. A person whose registration has been canceled shall not be permitted to vote except upon a new 
registration made in accordance with this Chapter. 

B. A cancellation of registration shall not affect the right of any person thereafter to register if he possesses 
the qualifications to register and vote. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. elf Jan. 1. 1978. 

§200. Defmition of affidavit 

For purposes of this Pan. an affidavit means an oath or affirmation signed by the affiant before a notary 
public. or before a deputy registrar of voters or two residents of the parish who sign as witnesses to the 
registrant's signature. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. ~ Jan. 1. 1978. 

§201. Change of address caused by action of a parish or municipal governIng antbority; use of 
information furnished by U.s. PostaI Service 

A. When the governing authority of a parish or municipality reoarnes a street or road, or assigns a name 
to a previously unnamed street or road. or reassigns numbers of buildings or lots on a street or road. or assigns 
numbers to previously unnumbered buildings or lots on a street or road, the governing authority shall transmit 
a certified report of such action to the registrar or voters of the parish in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection B of this Section. 

B.(1) The report shall include but not be limited to: 

(8) The prior name and new oarne of the street or road which was reoarned. 

(b) The prior official designation and new oarne of the road or street to which a name has been assigned. 

(c) The prior numbers and new numbers of dwellings on roads or streets on which the dwellings have been 
renumbered. 

(d) The prior designation. if any. and new numbers of previously unnumbered dwellings on 8 street or road 
assigned numbers. 

(2) The information required by this Section shal1 be arranged in a format which will allow the registrar 
to correlate the name of each occupant with the previous address of such person prior to the action of the 
governing authority and the new address assigned by the governing authority. 
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(3) The infonnation required by this Section shall be complete through the date of transmittal to the 
registrar, which shall be not later than the tenth day after the changes in names of streets or roads or numbers 
of dwellings become effective. 

C.(1) When the registrar determines from the repons required by this Section that the address of a voter 
has been changed by action of the governing authority of a parish or municipality and that the change was not 
caused by a change in the place of residence of the voter, the registrar may change the registration records of 
each voter affected by such action of the governing authority for the sole purpose of correcting the address of 
the voter on those records. 

(2) The registrar may make the changes authorized by this Subsection without authorization of the voter, 
but notice of such change shall be mailed to the voter not later than ten days after the change is made. 

0.(1) The registrar may solicit and receive infonnation relative to rural route changes, number changes, 
and other address changes imposed by action of local authorities of the United States Postal Service. When the 
infonnation received from the United States Postal Service indicates that the address of a voter has been changed 
by action of the postal authority or for any reason except by a change in the place of residence of the v~ter, the 
registrar shall change the registration records of the voter affected for the sole purpose of correcting the address 
of the voter on those records. 

(2) The registrar may make the change authorized by this Subsection without authorization of the voter, 
but notice of the change shall be mailed to the voter not later than ten days after the change is made. 

E. The registrar may solicit and receive information from the United States Postal Service relative to 
address changes caused by a change in the place of residence of the voter. Upon receipt of any address change 
furnished by the United States Postal Service under the provisions of this Subsection, the registrar shall follow 
the procedure set forth in R.S. 18:198. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, ejJ. July 8, 1983; Acts 1987, 
No. 831, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1990. 

PART VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§221. Mandatory duties of registrar; ministerial character; compelling performance by mandamus or 
other process; appeal 

A. Except as otherwise provided by law, the duties of the registrar are ministerial in character and may be 
compelled by mandamus or other appropriate process or proceeding at the suit of two or more qualified electors 
of the parish be serves by any district court having jurisdiction of the parties. The proceeding shall be against 
the registrar as sole defendant and may be instituted and prosecuted without cost in the district court. It shall 
be heard and determined by preference. in tenn time or in vacation. 

B. An appeal shall be filed in the appropriate appellate court not later than the fifth day after the judgment 
is rendered and shall be tried on the original records and by preference OVer all other cases. The appellate court 
shall render its decision within twenty-four hours after submission. 

When the appeal is perfected, the clerk of the district court shall immediately notify the appellate court in 
writing. The appellate court shall immediately set the appeal for hearing, without waiting for the record actually· 
to be received, and shall bear the case and render its decision without any delay. The appellate court shall 
convene in speciaI session if necessary to bear the appeal. 

The cost of appeals shall be assessed individually against the losing parties. The appellant shall give bond 
for a sum to be fixed by the court to cover all such costs. 

C. No application for rehearing shall be entertained, but the appellate court may, upon its own motion, 
correct manifest errors to which its attention is called; however, the case shall be reargued in case of a dissent. 
as required by Section 8 of Article V of the Louisiana Constitution. 

O. An application for a writ or writs may be made to the Supreme Court of Louisiana for review of the 
action or inaction of the trial court or of the coUI1 of appeal not later than the fifth day after the action taken 
or, in the case of inaction, not later than the fifth day after the expiration of the delay lawfully allowed for the 
court to take the action sought 

. Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eJf. Jan. 1, 1978. 
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CHAPTER 5. PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS 

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§401. Purpose and nature of pr'iinary and general elections 

A. Purpose. Primary and general elections are held to elect persons to Congress and to all the elective 
offices in this state, except the office of presidential elector. 

B. Nature. All qualified voters of this state may vote on candidates for public office in primary and general 
elections without regard to the voter's pany affiliation or lack of it, and all candidates for public office who 
qualify for a primary or general election may be voted on without regard to the candidate's pany affiliation or 
lack of it. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§402. Dates of primary and general elections 

A. Gubernatorial elections. Elections for governor and officers elected at the same time as the governor 
shall be held every four years, beginning in 1983. 

(I) Gubernatorial primary elections shall be held on the second to last Saturday in October of an election 
year. 

(2) Gubernatorial general elections shall be held on the fourth Saturday after the second to last Saturday 
in October of an election year. 

B. Congressional elections. Elections for members of Congress and officers elected at the same time as 
members of Congress shall be held every two years, beginning in 1982. 

(I) Congressional primary elections shall be held on the first Saturday in October of an election year. 

(2) Congressional general elections shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
of an election year. 

C. Municipal and ward elections. In all municipalities with a population of less than four hundred seventy
five thousand, elections for municipal and ward officers wbo are not elected at the same time as the governor 
or members of congress shall be held every four years. 

(I) Primary elections for municipal and ward officers who are not elected at the same time as the governor 
or members of Congress shall be beld on the first Saiurday in April of an election year, or on the second 
Tuesday in March of an election year, if the statewide presidential preference primary election is scheduled on 
the second Tuesday in March of the presidential election year. 

(2) General elections for municipal and ward officers who are not elected at the same time as the governor 
or members of Congress shall be held on the fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in April of an election year 
unless the primary election for sucb officers is held on the second Tuesday in March; in sucb case the general 
election shall be beld on the third Saturday in April of an election year. 

D. Parochial and municipal elections in a parish containing a municipality with a population of four 
bundred seventy-five thousand or more and in whicb the municipal and parochial elections are held at the same 
time. Elections for parochial and municipal officers in such a parish containing a municipality with a population 
of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more shall be held every four years, beginning in 1986. 

(I) Primary elections for parochial and municipal officers in a parisb containing a municipality with a 
population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more and in whicb the municipal and parochial elections 
are beld at the same time shall be held on the first Saturday in February of an election year. 

(2) General elections for parochial and municipal officers in a parish containing a municipality with a 
popUlation of four bundred seventy-five thousand or more and in whicb the municipal and parochial elections 
are beld at the same time shall be beld on the fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in February of an election 
year. 

E. Special elections to fill newly created office or vacancy in office. An election to fill a newly created 
office or vacancy in an existing office, except the office of state legislator or representative in congress, shall 
be held on the dates fixed by the appropriate authority in the proclamation ordering a special election as follows: 
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(1) A special primary election shall he held on the first of the following days that is not less than twelve 
weeks after the date on which the proclamation calling the special primary election was issued; however, no 
special primary election shall he held at the same time as a guhernatorial election if the date of the guhernatorial 
election is less than fourteen weeks after the date on which the proclamation was issued and, in such case, the 
special primary election shall he held on the first of the following days after that guhernatorial election: 

(a) The second to last Saturday in Octoher, when the special general election is held on the fourth Saturday 
after the second to last Saturday in Octoher. 

(b) The first Saturday in Octoher, when the special general election is held on the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in Novemher. 

(c) The first Saturday in April, when the special general election is held on the fourth Saturday after the 
first Saturday in April or on the second Tuesday in March during the presidential election year, if the statewide 
presidential preference primary election is scheduled on the second Tuesday in March of the presidential election 
year; however, commencing in 1986 and every fourth year thereafter, this date shall not he applicable in a parish 
containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. 

(d) The third Saturday in Octoher, when the special general election is held on the fourth Saturday after 
the third Saturday in Octoher of 1985 and every fourth year thereafter. 

(e)(i) The first Saturday in February of an election year for parish and municipal officers in a parish 
containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. 

(ii) The first Saturday in February of 1995, except in parishes and municipalities where an election on, 
bonds, taxes, and other propositions or questions has heen called and held in January of 1995. Notwithstanding 
the provisions contained in R.S. 18:467 and 468, the qualifying period for primary elections held On the first 
Saturday in February of 1995 shall open on the third Monday in Decemher of 1994 and shall close at 5:00 p.m. 
on the Wednesday following the third Monday in Decemher of 1994. 

(2) A special general election shall he held on one of the following days: 

(a) The fourth Saturday after the second to last Saturday in Octoher of 1983 and every fourth year 
thereafter. 

(b) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novemher of even-numhered years. 

(c) The fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in April of any year unless the primary election is held on 
the second Tuesday in March; in such case the general election shall he held on the third Saturday in April; 
howevei'commencing in 1986 and every fourth year thereafter, this date shall not he applicable in a parish 
containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. 

(d) The fourth Saturday after the third Saturday in Octoher of 1985 and every fourth year thereafter. 

(e)(i) The fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in February in a parish containing a municipality with 
a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more, when the special primary election in such parish 
and municipality is held on the first Saturday in February of an election year for parish and municipal officers. 

(ii) The fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in February of 1995, when the special primary election is 
held as authorized in R.S. 18:402(E)(I)(e)(ii) on the first Saturday in February of 1995. 

(3) The secretary of state sha11 not include the name of any candidate on any ballot for a special election 
to fill a vacancy in any office to which this Subsection is applicable unless such special election has heen called 
in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection and scheduled on one of the dates provided herein. Any 
elector who is eligible to vote in any such special election may apply for injunctive relief to prohibit the placing 
of the name of any candidate in an improperly called election on the balloL Venue for such application shall 
he in any parish in which the election is called, and the secretary of state shall he the proper party defendanL 

F. Bond, tax, or other elections. Every bond, tax, or other election at which a proposition or question is 
to he submitted to the voters shall he held only on one of the following dates: 

(1) The second to last Saturday in Octoher or the fourth Saturday after the second to last Saturday in 
Octoher of 1983 and every fourth year thereafter. 

(2) The first Saturday in Octoher or the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novemher of even
numbered years. 

(3) The first Saturday in April or the fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in April of any year or on the 
second Tuesday in March or third Saturday in April during the presidential election year, if the ,.tatewide 
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presidential preference primary election is scheduled on the second Tuesday in March of the presidential election 
year; however, commencing in 1994 and every fourth year thereafter, the first Saturday in April shall not be 
applicable in a parish containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. 

(4) The third Saturday in October or the fourth Saturday after the third Saturday in October of 1985 and 
every fourth year thereafter. 

(5) The third Saturday in January of any year, the third Saturday in July of any year, which dates, in 
addition to the other dates provided for in this Subsection, shall be exclusively for elections on bonds, taxes, and 
other propositions or questions and for no other kind of election; however, commencing in 1994 and every fourth 
year thereafter, the third Saturday in January shall not be applicable in a parish containing a municipality with 
a popUlation of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more. 

(6) For a parish containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more, 
the first Saturday in February or the fourth Saturday after the first Saturday in February in 1986 and every fourth 
year thereafter. . 

(7) In case of an emergency, upon application to and approval by the State Bond Commission by two-thirds 
vote of its total membership, and with approval of the governor, the governing authority of a parish, of a 
municipality, or of a parish or city school board may conduct a bond or tax election on a Saturday which is not 
provided for in this Subsection. 

G. Prohibited days. No election of any kind shall be held in this state on any of the days of Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkoth, Shimini Atzereth, Simchas Torah, the first two days and the last two days of 
Passover, Shavuoth, Fast of AV, or the three days preceding Easter. If the date of any election falls on any of 
the above named days, the election shall be held on the same weekday of the preceding week. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 333, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977, 
No. 545, §1, ejJ. Jon. 1, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 38, §1, ejJ. May 31, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 720, §1, ejJ. July 17, 
1978; Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, ejJ. July 13, 1979; Acts 1980, No. 43, §1, ejJ. June 5, 1980; Acts 1980, No. 664, 
§1, ejJ. July 24, 1980; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1983; Acts 
1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, ejJ. July 8, 1983; Acts 1984, No. 672, §/; Acts 
1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, /988; Acts 1989, No. 727, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 
1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jon. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 42, §1, eff. July 7, 
1994. 

§403. Election records and papers; preservation; public record 

Except as otherwise provided by law, every election official shall retain and preserve, for at least six months 
after the date of a primary or general election, all records and papers which come into his possession relating 
to the qualifying of candidates, the selection of commissioners, alternate commissioners, and watchers, and the 
conduct or results of a primary or general election. These records and papers shall be public records open to 
inspection by anyone. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jon. I, 1978. 

§404. RefUaled by Acts 1987, No. 831, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1988. 

PART I·A. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS HELD IN 1992 

1411. Applicability of Part 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the provisions contained in this Part shall be 
applicable to the primary election held on October 3, 1992. and the general election held on November 3, 1992, 
and any other law in conflict with these provisions shall not be applicable to sucb elections. 

Acts 1989. No. 179, §I, eff. Jon. I. 1990; Acts 1992. No. I. §I. ejJ. April 27. 1992. 

§4u.. CommIssioners; courses of instruction 

A general course of inslIUction conducted by the clerk shall be scbeduled on some date following the last 
date for qualifying for office. but must be beld at least five days prior to the date for selection of commissioners. 

Acts 1989. No. 179, §1. eff. Jon. 1. 1990. 
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§413. Opening and closing of qualifying period 

The qualifying period for candidates in the primary election shall open on the third Tuesday in August of 
1992. The qualifying period for candidates in the primary election shall close at 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday 
after the opening of the qualifying period. 

Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jlzn. 1. 1990; Acts 1992. No.1. §1. eff. April 27. 1992. 

§414. Disposition of notices of candidaey; qualifying fees; nomination petitiODS 

Not later than twenty-four hours after the close of the qualifying period provided for in R.S. 18:413, the 
clerk of court for each parish shall transmit a certified list of candidates who have qualified with him to the 
secretary of state. Thereafter, the clerk of court shall immediately forward the qualifying fees for candidates 
to the secretary of state. Any signatures obtained on nominating petitions on or after March 24, 1992, for 
candidates in the October 3, 1992 primary election, shall be deemed timely for certification by the registrar of 
voters in accordance with R.S. 18:465. . 

Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1991. 1st E.S .• No.1. §1. eff. Sept. 1. 1991; Acts 1992. No. 
1. §1. eff. April 27. 1992. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991. 1st E.S .. No.1. §3. 

§41S. Campaign Fmance Disclosure Act reporting forms 

Not later than the Friday before the opening of the qualifying period provided in R.S. 18:413, the 
supervisory committee on campaign finance shall furnish a sufficient number of informational packets containing 
reporting forms and instructions to all officials with whom candidates will qualify for the primary election to 
be held on October 3, 1992. Such informational packets shall be distributed to each candidate upon receipt of 
the candidate's notice of candidacy by the official with whom the candidate qualifies for office. 

Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1992. No. I, §1, eff. April 27, 1992. 

§416. Refund of-qualifying fees 

If the withdrawal of a candidate is filed prior to 4:30 p.m. on the seventh day after the close of the 
qualifying period provided for in R.S. 18:413, fifty percent of the qualifying fee paid by the candidate shall be 
refunded by the state treasurer from the escrow account in which these deposits were credited. If the withdrawal 
is filed at -or after 4:30 p.m. on the seventh day after the close of the qualifying period, the deposit shall not be 
refunded. 

Acts 1989. No. 179, §1. eff. Jan. I, 1989. 

1417. Proposition e1ectiODS; procedures 

If a proposition or question is to be submitted to the voters at the primary election to be held on October 
3, 1992, the notice of such election shall be received by the secretary of state on or before July 24, 1992, and 
no revisions to a proposition or question, including but not limited to changes in tide, text, or numerical 
designations, shall be accepted by the secretary of state after July 24, 1992. 

Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1992, No.1. §1, eff. April 27, 1992 

PART n. ELEcnON OFFICIALS 

SUBPART A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1421. Secretary of state; rust assistant and other employees of the secretary of state 

A. The secretary of state is the chief election officer of the state. Except as otherwise provided by law, 
the first assistant appointed by the secretary of state possesses all the powers and authority granted by law to 
the secretary of state and may perform any of the duties and exercise any of the functions of the secretary of 
state. lbe first assistant and other employees of the secretary of state are subject to his direction and supervision 
and shall perform the duties assigned to them by law and by the secretary of state. The secretary of state in 
responsible for the performance or nonperformance of their official duties by his first assistant and other 
employees. 
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B. The secretary of state shall develop and print cards of instruction to voters and commissioners, which 
shall not be inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States or of this state and which shall be 
approved by the attorney general. 

C. The secretary of state and the commissioner of elections shall develop an informational pamphlet for 
the use of commissioners-in-<:harge and commissioners on election day. which shall contain instructions 
concerning the procedures to be used in conducting the election at the polls, counting and tabulating the votes, 
and transmitting the election returns and other election records. The pamphlet shall explain the powers and 
duties of commissioners-in-charge, conunissioners. and watchers. 

D. The secretary of state and the commissioner of elections shall prepare examinations for commissioners 
and commissioners-in-<:harge as required in R.S. 18:431.1. 

E. The informational pamphlet and examinations provided for in Subsections C and D of this Section shall 
be subject to approval as to content by the attorney general. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1988. 
No. 831, §1. 

§422. Clerks of court; deputy clerks and other employees of the clerk 

The clerk of court is the chief election officer of the parish. Except as otherwise provided by law, a deputy 
clerk of court shall possess all of the powers and authority granted by law to the clerk, and may perform any 
of the duties and exercise any of the functions of the clerk. Deputy clerks and other employees of a clerk of 
court are subject to his direction and supervision. and shall perform the duties assigned to them by law. the 
conn, and the clerk. The clerk of court is responsible for the performance or nonperformance of their official 
duties by his deputies and other employees. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§423. Parisb boards of election supervisors 

A. Creation. There is created a board of election supervisors for eacb parisb. 

B. Powers and duties. The parisb board of election supervisors sball supervise the preparation for and the 
conduct of all elections beld in the parish. All papers filed with the parish board of election supervisors shall 
be filed with the president or the secretary of the board. The parish board of election supervisors shall maintain 
a permanent street address. whicb shall be filed with the secretary of state. the commissioner of elections. and 
the clerk of court. 

C.(I) Composition. In each parish. except Orleans Parish. the board of election supervisors shall be 
composed of the registrar of voters. the clerk of conn, the chaisman of the parish executive committee of each 
recognized political party or his designee who shall be a member of the parish executive committee of the same 
recognized political party. and one member appointed by the gnvernor. 

(2) In Orleans Parish. the parish board of election supervisors shall be composed of the registrar of voters. 
the civil sheriff. the clerk of the criminal district conn, the chairman of the parish executive committee of each 
recognized political party or his designee who shall be a member of the parish executive committee of the same 
recognized political party. and one member appointed by the governor. 

(3) In a parish where a parish executive committee of a recognized political party has not been formed. 
the chairman of the state central committee of that political party may appoint a voter wbo is registered in the 
parish as being affiliated with the political party to serve on the parish board of election supervisors. 

D. Officers. Each parish board of election supervisors shall elect one of its members as president of the 
board. and may elect a secretary and any other officers it deems necessary. 

E. Compensation. Eacb member of the parish board of election supervisors shall receive fifty dollars for 
each day. not to exceed five days. actually spent in the performance of his duties in preparing for and 
supervising each election held in the parish. In addition. each member of the board who is not a public official 
shall receive fifty dollars for each day spent in court as a subpoenaed witness in litigation concerning the 
performance of his duties as a member of the parish board of election supervisors in connection with an election. 

F. Materials and expenses. The secretary of state shall furnish each parish board of election supervisors 
with the numbered balls and other materials used to select commissioners-in-<:harge, commissioners and alternate 
commissioners. 
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G. Legal representation. The attorney general shall be the attorney and legal advisor to each parish board 
of election supervisors. The attorney general may designate the appropriate district attorney to represent a board 
or, with respect to a panicular matter, he may authorize a board to employ special counsel. Any compensation 
for special counsel shall be fixed by the board, subject to approval by the attorney general, and shall be paid 
by the parish governing authority. 

H. The clerk of court and the regisltar of voters may each appoint a designee to serve in his place on the 
parish board of election supervisors when he is absent from any meetings of the board. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, elf. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 534, §I; Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, eff. 
June 26,1981; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, elf. July 8, 1983; Acts 1983, No. 520, §I; Acts 1983, No. 681, §I, eff. 
July 21, 1983; Acts 1985,No. 224, §I. 

§424, Commissioners-iD-charge 

A. Number. There shall be one commissioner-in-chasge at every precinct. 

B. Qualifications. A commissioner-in-chasge shall possess the following qualifications: 

(I) He shall be a qualified voter in the parish in which he is to serve who is not entitled to assistance in 
voting. 

(2) He shall not be a candidate for election to public office nor be a member of the immediate family of 
a candidate for election to public office in the precinct in which he serves. 

(3) He shall not have been convicted of an election offense enumerated in Chapter 10 of this Title, and 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in R.S. 18:433, he shall have successfully completed a general course of 
instruction for commissioners-in-chasge and provided his correct party affiliation to the clerk. 

(5) He shall have served as a commissioner in at least two elections during the last four years. 

C. Powers and duties. (I) The commissioner-in-chasge shall receive the sealed envelope containing the 
keys to the voting machines from the deputy parish custodian of voting machines at least thirty minutes before 
the polls open on election day. The commissioner-in-charge shall administer the oath to the commissioners and 
preside over the election and the counting and tabulation of votes. He also shall deliver the keys to the voting 
machines, the original of the machine certificates, the original of the signed list of commissioners, and one of 
the original tabulation blank and compiled statement forms to the clerk of court. 

(2) The commissioner-in-charge shall not electioneer, engage in political discussions, or unnecessarily delay 
a voter at the polls. 

D. Oath of office, Every commissioner-in-charge shall take the constitutional oath or affirmation. The 
original oath, signed by the commissioner-in-charge and the officer administering the oath, shall be filed with 
the parish board of election supervisors before the day of the first election during the term of office for which 
he has been selected to serve as commissioner-in-charge. 

E. Compensation. A commissioner-in-charge shall receive one hundred twenty-five dollars for each 
election in which he serves. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §I. elf. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No, 471. §I. ejJ. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1978. 
No. 292. §I. elf. July 6. 1978; Acts 1979. No. 229. §I. ejJ. July 13. 1979; Acts 1979. No. 229. §I. elf. Jan. I. 
1980; Acts 1980. No. 506. §I. ejJ. Jan. I. 1981; Acts 1987. No. 831. §I. ejJ. Jan. I. 1988; Acts 1988. No. 909, 
§I. elf. Jan. I. 1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §I. elf. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1993. No. 418. §I. elf. Jan. I. 1994; Acts 
1993. No. 465. §I. 

§425. Commissioners 

A. Number. (I) In addition to the commissioner-in-charge, at the following elections there shall be the 
following number of additional commissioners at each precinct: 

(a) For the gubernatorial primary and general elections, Ibe congressional primary and general elections, 
and the primary and general elections for municipal officers in a parish containing a muniCipality with a 
population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more held every four years beginning in 1994: 

(i) Four commissioners for precincts with more than three hundred registered voters. 

(ii) Three commissioners for precincts with three hundred registered voters or less. 
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(b) For all elections not specifically provided for in Subparagraph (A)(l)(a), or in Part III of Chapter 6, 
or in Chapter 6-A or Chapter 6-B of this Code: 

(i) Three commissioners for precincts with more than three hundred registered voters. 

(ii) Two commissioners for precincts with three hundred registered voters or less. 

(2) The governing authority of a municipality, the governing authority of a parish, or the governing 
authority of a district having a governing authority may adopt a resolution to reduce the number of such 
additional commissioners to not less than two for each precinct in the muniCipality, in the parish outside of a 
municipality, or in the district outside of a municipality in a district election, respectively, whenever in the 
opinion of the governing authority such reduction is not detrimental to the conduct of an election. 

(3) In the event the governing authorities with candidates, questions, or propositions on the ballot adopt 
conflicting resolutions regarding the number of such additional commissioners for an election, the parish hoard 
of election supervisors shall determine the number of such additional commissioners for each preCinct, but in 
no event shall there be less than one commissioner-in-charge and two additional commissioners per precinct. 

B. Qualifications and classifications. (I) A qualified voter who is not entitled to assistance in voting and 
is not a candidate in the election may be selected as a commissioner in any precinct of the ward where he is 
registered to vote, except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(B) and (D) in which case he may be selected as a 
commissioner in any precinct of the parish where he is registered to vote. 

(2)(a) No person shall be selected as a commissioner in a precinct in which a member of his immediate 
family is a candidate for election to public office. 

(b) No person who has been convicted of an election offense enumerated in Chapter 10 of this Title shall 
serve as a commissioner. 

(3) A person shall not serve as a commissioner, except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(D), unless he has attended 
a course of instruction for commissioners, has received a certificate of instruction during the term of office of 
the clerk who conducted the school, and has provided his correct party affiliation to the clerk. A commissioner 
who has received this certificate shall be classified as a certified commissioner. A commissioner selected 
pursuant to R.S. 18:434(D), who has not heen issued such a certificate, shall be classified as an uncertified 
commissioner. 

C. Powers and duties. The commissioners shall conduct primary and general elections at each polling 
place, shall enforce the election laws, and shall maintain order at the polling place during the election and the 
counting and tabulation of votes. A commissioner shall not electioneer, engage in political discussions, 
unnecessarily delay a voter at the polling place, or prepare a list of persons voting at the polling place. 

D. Oath. On election day, before a commissioner enters upon the performance of his duties, he shall take 
the constitutional oath or affirmation. The commissioner-in-charge shall administer the oath. 

E. Compensation. A commissioner who serves at the polling place on election day and who has received 
a certificate of instruction as provided in R.S. 18:431(A) shall receive fifty dollars. A commissioner who serves 
at the polling place on election day and who has received a certificate of instruction as provided in R.S. 
18:431(B) shall receive seventy-five dollars. An uneertified commissioner who serves at the polling place on 
election day shall receive thirty-five dollars. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978, Amended by Acts 1977, No. 471, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 229, §1, eff. July 13,1979; Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 
1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 
1988; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1993, No. 418, 
§1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1993, No. 465, §1. 

§42S.1. CoosoIidation or polling places; reduction or voting machines and election officials 

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 18:424 and 425 or any other provision of law to the contrary, 
in an election, including the election of any public official, wbere more than one polling place is within the same 
location, the parish board of election supervisors may consolidate polling places in that location for that election 
and may reduce the number of voting machines to be used in the election below the number fixed by R.S. 
18:1363 and, in such case, shall notify the parish custodian of voting machines and the commissioner of 
elections of the number of machines to be prepared and delivered for the polling places so consolidated. 
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B. When the parish board of election supervisors consolidates polling places as authorized by Subsection 
A of this Section. it shall appoint a commissioner-in-charge to serve at each such consolidated polling place and 
may reduce to not less than two the number of commissioners and alternate commissioners to be appointed to 
serve at each such polling place. 

Ac/s 1986. No. 705. §1. 

§426. Alternate commissioners; qualifications, powers, and duties; oath and compensation 

A. Qualifications. (I) A qualified voter who is not entitled to assistance in voting and is not a candidate 
in the election may be selected as an alternate commissioner in any precinct of the ward where he is registered 
to vote. except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(D) in which case he may be selected as a commissioner in any precinct 
of the parish where he is registered to vote. 

(2)(a) No person shall be selected as a commissioner in a precinct in which a member of his immediate 
family is a candidate for election to public office. . 

(b) No person who has been convicted of an election offense enumerated in Chapter 10 of this Title shall 
be selected as an alternate commissioner. 

(3) A person shall not be selected as an alternate commissioner unless he has attended a course of 
instruction for commissioners. has received a certificate of instruction during the tenn of office of the clerk who 
conducted the course. and has provided his correct party affiliation to the clerk. 

B. Powers and duties. An alternate commissioner who replaces an absent or unqualified commissioner shall 
have the same powers and duties and shall possess the same qualifications as a commissioner. An alternate 
commissioner who does not replace a commissioner shall have the same powers and duties as a watcher. 

C. Oath and compensation. An alternate commissioner who replaces an absent or unqualified commissioner 
shall. before entering upon the perfonnance of his duties as a commissioner, take the same oath as a 
commissioner. and he shall receive the same compensation as a commissioner. 

Ac/s 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 471. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1981. 
No. 77. §1. eff. June 26. 1981; Acts 1989, No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1993. No. 465. §1. 

§417. Watchers 

A. Qualifications. A qualified voter who is not entitled to assistance in voting and is not a candidate in 
the election may serve as a watcher; provided that a watcher who is not a resident of the ward where he serves, 
may DOt serve as a commissioner. 

B. Powers and duties. A watcher shall be admitted within all parts of the polling place during the election 
and the counting and tabulation of votes, and shall call any infraction of the law to the attention of the 
commissioners. A watcher may keep notes on the conduct of the election, but be shall not take part in the 
counting and tabulation of votes. A watcber shall DOt electioneer, engage in political discussions, or 
unnecessarily delay a voter at the polling place. A watcher shall be subject to the authurity of the 
commissioners and shall not interfere with the commissioners in the perfonnance of their duties. 

C. Number of watchers inside a polling place. If the number of watchers inside a polling place is so great 
as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election, the commissioners shall regulate the number of watchers 
inside the polling place for each pJecinct so that the election may be conducted in an orderly manner. The 
watchers shall draw lots under the supervision of the commissioners to determine which watchers shall be the 
first to wait outside the polling place, but the amount of time each watcber spends inside the polling place shall, 
as nearly as practicable, be equal. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1979. No. 229. §1. eff. July 13. 1979; Acts 
1991, No. 201, §1. eff. July 2, 1991. 

§4l8. Law enforcement assistance to commissioners 

A. Presence at polling places. Law enforcement officers shall not be stationed at polling places on election 
day, but the commissioners may summon law enforcement officers to assist them in preserving order, enforcing 
the election laws, or protecting election officials from interference with the perfonnance of their duties. Law 
enforcement officers shall not be eligible to serve as commissioners-in-charge, commissioners, alternate 
commissioners, or watchers. 

House of Representatives Database Louisiana Election Code - 49 



B. Authority over law enforcement officers. A law enforcement officer at a polling place is subject only 
to the orders of the commissioners at that polling place. 

C. Duty of law enforcement officers. A law enforcement officer at a polling place shall assist the 
commissioners in preserving order, enforcing the election laws, and protecting election officials from interference 
with the perfonnance of their duties. A law enforcement officer shall not enter a polling place except to vote 
or to enforce the orders of the commissioners, and a law enforcement officer shall not interfere with the conduct 
of the election, the voters, or the election officials. 

D. The office of the district attorney in each parish in which an election where a candidate appears on the 
ballot is being conducted may remain open during the hours that polling places are required to be open for 
voting. However, the office of the district attorney in each parish in which a special bond or tax election is 
being held shall not remain open during the hours that polling places are required to be open for voting, unless 
requested by the governing authority. 

E. Law enforcement officers. For purposes of this Code, the tenn "law enforcement officer;' shall mean 
any employee of the state, a municipality, a sheriff, or other public agency, whose pennanent duties acrually 
include the making of arrests, the performing of searches and seizures, or the execution of criminal warrants, 
and who is responsible for the prevention or detection of crime or for the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or 
highway laws of this state. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Act< 1978, No. 296, §1; Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. 
Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1986, No. 853, §1; Act< 1988, No. 585, §1; Act< 1993, No. 418, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

SUBPART B. INSTRUCTION AND SELECTION OF 
COMMISSIONERS AND WATCHERS 

§431. Commissioners; courses oC instrnction; certificates; reports; list oC certified persons furnished by 
parish board oC election supervisors 

A.(I)(a) At least semiannually the clerk of court shall conduct a general course of instruction for 
commissioners. These courses of instruction shall be open to the public, and the clerk shall publicize the courses 
in a manner reasonably calculated to encourage maximum attendance and participation. 

(b) The clerk shall furnish to the persons who attend the course of instruction a copy of the informational 
pamphlet provided by the secretaty of state, and he shall instruct them in the use of voting machines and the 
duties of commissioners in conducting a primary and general election. All such instruction and materials shall 
be provided pursuant to minimum standards issued by the secretaty of state and the commissioner of elections 
for the course of instruction. 

(c) The clerk shall issue a certificate of instruction to each person who attends the course of instruction 
for commissioners and achieves a satisfactory score on the test issued by the secretaty of state for that course 
of instruction. The clerk is prohibited from issuing a certificate to any person who has not attended the course 
of instruction for commissioners and achieved a satisfactoty score on the test for that course of instruction. 

(2)(a) A certificate issued under the provisions of this Subsection to any person who attends and 
satisfactoriIy completes a course of instruction shall be valid for the unexpired portion of the tenn of office of 
the clerk who conducted the school. However, if an election is scheduled to be held in the parish within one 
month after the end. of the tenn of office of the clerk who conducted the school, the certificate shall remain valid 
through the next regularly scheduled general course of instruction for commissioners. 

(b) The certificate shall indicate that the commissioner shall notify the clerk of any change in party 
affiliation and that failure to do so shall result in the commissioner being unable to serve as a commissioner. 

(c) After receiving notification of change in party affiliation from the commissioner, the clerk shall notify 
the parish board of election supervisors of such change. 

(3)(a) After each course of instruction for commissioners is completed, the clerk of court shall promptly 
file a report with the parish board of election supervisors and the commissioner of elections stating the time and 
place the course of instruction was held, the number of persons who attended the course, the manner in which 
the course was publicized, and the name, social security number, party affiliation, if any, and mailing address 
of each person who attended the course to whom a certificate of instruction was issued. 
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(b) The parish board of election supervisor.; shall retain and preserve the repons for the unexpired term 
of office of the clerk who conducted the course of instruction. 

(4) From the repons received from the clerk. the parish board of election supervisor.; shall prepare a list 
containing the names. addresses. and party affiliations of all persons registered to vote in each ward to whom 
certificates of instruction have been issued during the term of office of the clerk of court who issued the 
certificate. The clerks of court shall schedule one of the general courses of instruction for commissioner.; on 
some date at least one week following the last date for qualifying for office. but it must be held at least five 
days prior to the date for selection of commissioner.;. 

(5) The parish board of election supervisors shall furnish to each commissioner-in-charge a list of the 
names. addresses. party affiliations. and social security numbers of all persons registered to vote in the ward to 
whom certificates of instruction have been issued during the term of office of the clerk who issued the 
certificates of instruction. and who have not been selected as commissioner.;-in-charge. commissioner.;. or 
alternate commissioner.; for the election. 

B.(I) The clerk of court shall conduct a course of instruction for commissioner.;-in-charge. commissioners. 
and alternate commissioners who are selected to serve in each election. The course shall be held after the 
selection of these officials but not less than four days prior to each election. The course shall primarily cover 
the procedures to be used in the election for which the officials were selected. 

(2) The clerk of coun shall issue a certificate of instruction to each person who attends and satisfactorily 
completes the course of instruction provided for in this Subsection. 

(3) After the completion of a course of instruction required by this Subsection. the clerk of court shall 
promptly file a report with the parish board of election supervisor.; and the commissioner of elections stating 
the name of each person to whom a certificate was issued. the kind of certificate. the social security number. 
the party affiliation. and the mailing address of each such person. 

(4) The parish board of election supervisor.; shall furnish to each commissioner-in-cbarge a list of the 
names. addresses. party affiliations. and social security numbers of all persons registered to vote in the ward who 
have received certificates of instruction for the course of instruction required by this Subsection. 

(5) The clerk of court shall not be required to conduct the pre-election course of instruction provided for 
in Subsection B herein. if at least fourteen days prior to the election. the clerk of court mails a notice to each 
commissioner-in-cbarge. commissioner. and alternate commissioner who has been chosen for the election 
informing them that the course of instruction will not be conducted for the election. In such case. for purposes 
of compensation and replacement, the commissioners from that parish shall be treated as though they had 
attended the pre-election course of instruction. 

C. When a proposed constitutional amendment is to be included on an election ballot, prior to each course 
of instruction for commissioners and commissioners-in-charge for such election. the secretary of state shall 
furnish each clerk of court with a statement, which has been approved by the attorney general. explaining the 
scope and nature of such proposed amendmenL 

Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1990,. Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1991; Acts 1991. No. 277. 
§1,. Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1993; Acts 1993. No. 418. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1994. 

1431.1. Examinations for courses of instruction 

A. In order to satisfactorily complete the courses of instruction provided for in R.S. 18:431(A) and R.S. 
18:433. an applicant for certification shall achieve a minimum score on a written examination as provided in 
this Section. 

B. The secretary of state and the commissioner of elections shall prepare and the secretary of state shall 
distribute to the several clerks of court the examination to be used for each course of instruction as required by 
Subsection A of this Section. 1be secretary of state and commissioner of elections shall determine the correct 
answer for each question and shall determine the minimum examination score required for certification. 

C. Each examination shall include but shall not necessarily be limited to questions relating to the following 
subject matter: 

(1) Election laws applicable to officials at polling places. 

(2) Procedures for the operation and handling of Yoting machines before. during. and after Yoting on 
election day. including the operation of lockouts, recordation and preservation of yote totals. and the locking and 
sealing of Yoting machines. 
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(3) Procedures to be used in processing challenges of voters. 

(4) Procedures to be used in preparing, transmitting, and preserving election returns. 

(5) Requirements of general election laws which are applicable to commissioners. 

(6) Procedures for allowing a person to vote whose name appears on the inactive list of voters. 
-,. 

D. In addition to the requirements set forth in Subsection C above, the examination for the course of 
instruction provided for in R.S. 18:433(A) shall examine the applicant with respect to procedures penaining to 
the powers, functions, duties, and responsibilities of commissioners-in-charge. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1981. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; 
Acts 1988, No. 831, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. I, /995. 

§432. Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 907, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1989. 

§433. Commissioners-in-charge; course of instruction, selection; commission; disqualification; replacement 

A. Course of instruction. (I) The clerk of coun shall conduct a course of instruction for commissioners
in-charge during the month of November of each year. The course shall be open to any certified commissioner 
who meets the qualifications set forth in R.S. 18:424(B). 

(2) During the second week of October in each year, the clerk of coun shall give notice in the official 
journal of the parish that he will conduct a course of instruction for commissioners-in-charge. The public notice 
shall contain the following: 

(a) The qualifications for applicants required by Paragraph (I) of this Subsection. 

(b) An invitation to all such qualified persons to apply to the clerk to attend the course. 

(c) Notice of the date, time, and location of the meeting of the parish board of election supervisors to select 
the commissioners-in-charge for each precinct as required by Subsection B of this Section. 

He also shall pUblicize the course of instruction by such other means as he deems reasonably calculated to 
encourage maximum attendance. 

(3) During the last week of October of each year the clerk shall notify each applicant of the date, time, and 
place where he will conduct the course of instruction. The course of instruction shall include, but shall not 
necessarily be restricted to, instruction in the operating of voting machines, relevant laws and regulations 
concerni~g the conduct of elections, and matters penaining to the powers and duties of commissioners-in-charge. 

(4) The clerk shall issue a certificate to each persop who successfully completes the course of instruction 
by being present for the entire period of the course. 

(5) On or before the last day of November of each year, but after the date of the course of instruction, the 
clerk of coon shall file with the parish board of election supervisors and the commissioner of elections a 
certified list containing the name of each person to whom he has issued a certificate, together with the social 
security number, the party affiliation, the mailing address, and the ward in which each such person is registered 
to vote. 

(6) A person wbo receives a certificate for attending a course of instruction for commissioners-in-charge 
may be selected as hereafter provided to serve in any precinct of the ward where be is registered to vote. 

B. Selection. (I) The parish board of election supervisors shall meet at 10:00 a.m. on the first Friday in 
December in each year to select a commissioner-in-charge to serve at each precinct in the parish. The meeting 
shall be open to the public. The board shall have previously posted a notice on the front door of the courthouse 
stating the location within the courthouse where the meeting is to be held. The selection of commissioners-in
charge shall be made from the certified list furnished by the clerk as required by R.S. 18:433(A)(5) and in the 
manner hereafter set forth. 

(2) For any precinct in which only one qualified person on the list resides, that person shall be appointed 
commissioner-in-charge. 

(3) For any precinct in which more than one qualified person on the list resides, the names of all such 
persons shall be compiled on one list, in alphabetical order according to surnames, and numbered consecutively 
from first to last. The parish board of election supervisors shall select a person to conduct a drawing. A ball 
made of plastic or similar material with a number corresponding to each of the numbers on the compiled list 
of qualified commissioners-in-charge for each precinct shall be placed in a receptacle and thoroughly mixed. 
The members of the board may participate in the mixing. The person conducting the drawing shall draw one 
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ball from the receptaCle and shall announce and publicly display the number on the ball. The person whose 
number on the compiled list of qualified commissioners-in-charge corresponds with the number on the ball 
drawn from the receptaCle shall be the commissioner-in-charge for the precinct. 

(4) For any precinct in which no qualified person on the list resides, the parish board of election 
supervisors shall select a qualified J'Crson whose name is on the list and who resides in the ward in which the 
precinct is located. The selection slian be by drawing in the same manner as is provided in Paragraph (3) above. 

(5) If the number of persons eligible to serve as commissioners-in-charge who reside in the ward is 
insufficient to provide a commissioner-in-charge for each precinct, the parish board of election supervisors shall 
select a qualified person on the list within the parish. If the number of persons eligible to serve as 
commissioner-in-charge within the parish is insufficient to provide a commissioner-in-charge for each precinct, 
the parish board of election supervisors shall appoint sufficient additional persons who have attended a general 
course of insbUction for commissioners and have received a certificate of insbUction within the preceding year 
to provide a commissioner-in-charge for each precinct in each ward. 

(6) Any person on the list of qualified persons furnished by the clerk who is not chosen as a commissioner
in-charge shall be eligible to serve as a commissioner. 

(7) After the commissioners-in-charge are selected, the parish board of election supervisors shall compile 
a list containing the name, social security number, party affiliati'lD, and mailing address of each and shall mail 
the list to the commissioner of elections. 

C. Commission. Immediately after the commissioners-in-charge are selected, the parish board of election 
supervisors shall issue a commission to each commissioner-in-charge. 

D. Term of office. Commissioners-in-charge shall serve a term of office of one year, commencing on the 
first day of January of the year following selection. 

E.(l) Removal. The parish board of eJection supervisors may remove any commissioner-in-charge for 
cause. 

(2) Disqualification. Upon a finding by the parish board of election supervisors that a commissioner-in
charge has performed his duties in a negligent manner, after appropriate hearing and opponunity for the 
commissioner-in-charge to be heard, the board shall disqualify him from service as a commissioner-in-charge. 
Such disqualification shall continue until the commissioner-in-charge has been recertified as having again 
anended the entirety of the course of insbUction for commissioners-in-charge conducted pursuant to R.S. 
l8:433(A). Performance of duties in a negligent manner shall include failure to perform any of the duties of 
commissioner-in-charge or performance of any of the d!,ties of commissioner-in-charge incorrectly. 

F. Vacancy. A vacancy in office caused by the removal for cause, death, disqualification, or resignation 
of a commissioner-in-charge shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term of office in the same manner 
as the original appointment 

G. Replacement. (1) Except as provided in Subsection H hereof, if it becomes certain that a 
commissioner-in-charge will not be able to serve for a primary election, or if a commissioner-in-charge fails to 
attend a course of insbUction held immediately prior to a primary election as provided in R.S. l8:431(B), the 
parish board of election supervisors shall select a replacement commissioner-in-charge wbo shall serve for both 
the primary and general elections. Except as provided in Subsection H hereof, if it becomes certain that a 
commissioner-in-charge will not be able to serve for a general election, or if 8 commissioner-in-charge fails to 
attend the course of insbUction held prior to 8 general election, the parish board of election supervisors shall 
select 8 replacement commissioner-in-charge for that election. 

(2) The selection of 8 replacement commissioner-in-charge as required by Paragraph (1) herein sball be 
made promptly upon receipt by the board of the list prepared by the clerk of coun of all persons who have 
successfu\\y completed the course of insbUction for 8 particular election. The replacement commissioner-in
charge shall be selected at random from the following categories in the order of priority listed: 

(8) A commissioner or alternate commissioner wbo has received a certificate of insbUction from 8 course 
of insbUction for commissioners-in-cbarge and who has successfully completed the course of insbUction held 
immediately prior to the particular election, or, if none, 

(b) A commissioner wbo. has received 8 certificate of insbUction from 8 general course of insbUction for 
commissioners and who has successfully completed the course of insbUction held immediately prior to the 
particular election, or, if none, 
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(c) An alternate commissioner who has received a certificate of instruction from a general course of 
instruction for commissioners and who has successfully completed the course of instruction held immediately 
prior to the particular election. 

H. Replacement. (I) If a commissioner-in-charge fails to appear at the polling place at least thiny minutes 
before the time when the polls are to open on election day, the commissioners in attendance at the polling place 
shall immediately notify the clerk of coun of the absence. Immediately upon receipt of the notice, the clerk of 
coun shall select a replacement commissioner-in-charge for that precinct. Subject to the provisions of 
Subsection G herein, a replacement commissioner-in-charge selected for a primary election also shall serve for 
the general election. The replacement commissioner-in-charge shall be selected from the following categories 
in the order of priority listed: 

(a) A commissioner serving at the polling place who has attended a course of instruction for 
commissioners-in-charge and the course of instruction for the particular election. 

(b) A person who has attended both a course of instruction for commissioners-in-charge and the course of 
instruction for the particular election. 

(c) A commissioner serving at the polls who has attended the course of instruction for the particular 
election. 

(d) An alternate commissioner serving at the polls who has attended a course of instruction for the 
particular election. 

(2) A commissioner-in-charge who fails to appear at the polling place at least thiny minutes before the 
opening of the polls on election day is disqualified for the remainder of his term unless he establishes to the 
satisfaction of the parish board of election supervisors that his absence was for just cause. 

I. The president, or in his absence or inability the secretaty, of the parish board of election supervisors shall 
promptly issue a commission to a replacement commissioner-in-charge selected under the provisions of 
Subsections G or H herein. The commissioners present at the polling place shall administer the constitutional 
oath or affirmation to the replacement commissioners-in-charge. 

J. A replacement commissioner-in-charge selected under the provisions of Subsections F, G, or H herein 
shall exercise the same powers, duties, and functions, and shall receive the compensation of a commissioner-in
charge. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 471, §1; Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eft. 
Jan. 1, 1980; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, ejJ. June 26,1981; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8,1983; Acts 1985, 
No. 754, §1; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 374, §1, eff. Jan. 
1,1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, No. 418, 
§1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1994. 

§434, Commissioners and alternate commissioners; selection; commission; disqualification; replacement 

A. Time and place of selection. (I) The parish board of election supervisors shall meet at 10:00 a.m. on 
the twenty-ninth day before a primary election to select the commissioners and alternate cDmmissioners for each 
precincL The meeting shall be open to the public. Except that, for purposes of the primary election scheduled 
on the second Tuesday in March of the presidential election year, said meeting shall be held on the twentieth 
day before the primary election. The board shall bave previously posted a notice on the front courthouse door 
designating the location within the courthouse where the meeting is to be held. 

(2) The board shall publish at least one notice, in the official journal of the parish, of the date, time, and 
location of the meeting herein required. The notice shall be published at least five days prior to the date of the 
meeting. 

B. Method of selection. The number of commissioners required for each precinct for the election and the 
sarne number of alternate commissioners sball be selected for each precinct from the certified list furnished by 
the parish board as required in R.S. 18:431(A)(4) in the follOwing manner: 

(I) The names of all the qualified commissioners for each precinct sball be compiled on one list, in 
alphabetical order according to surnames, and numbered consecutively from fust to lasL 

(2) The parish board of election supervisors shall select a person to conduct the drawing. 
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(3) A ball made of plastic or a similar material with a number corresponding to each of the numbers on 
the compiled list of proposed commissioners for a precinct shall be placed in a receptacle and thoroughly mixed 
The members of the parish board of election supervisors may participate in the mixing. 

(4) The person conducting the drawing shall draw the same number of balls as the number of 
commissioners required to serve the precinct at the election from the receptacle and shall announce and publicly 
display the number on each ball as it is drawn. Each person whose number on the compiled list of 
commissioners corresponds with the number on a ball drawn from the receptacle shall be a commissioner for 
the precinct unless he has already been selected as the cOmmissioner-in-charge for the precinct. 

(5) If one of the persons selected already has been selected as the commissioner-in-charge, the ball drawn 
for that person shall be set aside, and the drawing shall continue until a person not previously selected as the 
commissioner-in-charge is selected. 

(6) When the appropriate number of commissioners have been selected, as provided in Paragraphs (4) and 
(5) of this Subsection, the person conducting the drawing shall determine if each recognized pOlitical party 
having one or more local or municipal candidates on the ballot to be voted on in the precinct is represented by 
at least one commissioner. If none, one ball shall be set aside for each recognized political party thus still to 
be represented. beginning with the last ball drawn for a person affiliated with a recognized political party that 
has more than one commissioner at the precinct. The drawing shall continue until one of the persons affiliated 
with each of such political parties is selected. 

(7) After the appropriate number of commissioners have been selected for each of the precincts in an 
election, the person conducting the selection shall select the alternate commissioners by drawing additional balls 
from the receptacle for each of the precincts and sball announce and publicly display the number on each ball 
as it is drawn. Each person whose number on the compiled list of qualified commissioners corresponds with 
the number on a ball drawn from the receptacle shall be an alternate commissioner for the precinct for which 
selected unless he already has been selected as the commissioner-in-charge for the precinct, in which event the 
ball drawn for that person shall be set aside and the drawing shall continue until a person not previously selected 
as the commissioner-in-charge for the precinct is selected. 

(8) The drawing shall continue in this manner until the appropriate number of commissioners and alternate 
commissioners have been selected for each precinct in each parish. However, if there are not enough qualified 
commissioners to select the appropriate number of commissioners and alternate commissioners for each precinct, 
the parish board of election supervisors shall select a person to serve as a commissioner or an alternate 
commissioner from the list containing the names of persons within that ward who have received certificates of 
insauction from the clerk of court pursuant to R.S. 18:431(A)(I). If no person on that list is available to serve 
as a commissioner or alternate commissioner, the parish board of election supervisors shall select any person 
within the parish who has received a certificate of insauction from the clerk of court pursuant to R.S. 
18:431(A)(1 ). 

C. Commission. Once the commissioners and alternate commissioners are selected for a primary and 
general election, the parish board of election supervisors shall immediately: 

(1) Issue a commission to each person who was selected as a commissioner together with a written notice 
stating the time, date, and place of the course of insttuction to be held before the election. 

(2) Issue a commission to each person who was selected as an alternate commissioner, together with a 
written notice stating the time, date, and place of the course of ilisauction to be held before the election and a 
written notice stating that an alternate commissioner who does not replace an absent or unqualified commissioner 
may serve as a watcher in the primary and general elections if his name is included On a timely filed list of 
watchers. 

D. Replacement of a commissioner. (I) If prior to the day of the election a commissioner notifies the 
parish board of election supervisors that he is unable to serve as commissioner, the parish board of election 
supervisors shall select an alternate commissioner to serve in place of the absent commissioner. An alternate 
commissioner who replaces an absent commissioner in a primary election shall replace the absent commissioner 
in the general election. If there are no alternate commissioners or an insufficient number of alternate 
commissioners available, the parish board of election supervisors shall select a person to serve as commissioner 
from the list containing the names of persons within that ward who have received certificates of insauction from 
the clerk of court pursuant to R.S. 18:431(A)(I). If no person on that list is available to serve as commissioner, 
the parish board of election supervisors shall select any person within the parish who has received a certificate 
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of instruction from the clerk of court pursuant to R.S. 18:431(A)(l). If there is no such qualified person 
available, the parish board of election supervisors shall select a watcher. 

(2) If a commissioner fails to appear at the polling place at least thirty minutes before the time When the 
polls are to open on election day, or if a commissioner is selected as commissioner-in-charge, the commissioner
in-charge shan select an alternate commissioner to serve in place of the absent commissioner. An alternate 
commissioner who replaces an absent commissioner in a primary election shall replace the absent commissioner 
in the general election. If there are no alternate commissioners or an insufficient number of alternate 
commissioners available, the commissioner-in-charge shall select a person to serve as commissioner from the 
list containing the names of those who have received certificates of instruction that was furnished him by the 
parish board of election supervisors pursuant to R.S. 18:431(A)(5). If no person on that list is available to serve 
as commissioner, the commissioner-in-charge shall select any person present at the pons who possesses the 
qualifications of a commissioner as set forth in R.S. 18:425(B). If there is no such qualified person available, 
the commissioner-in-charge shall select a watcher. . 

(3) If by 8:00 am. on the day of the election the commissioner-in-charge has been unable to replace a 
commissioner pursuant to this Subsection, any replacement thereafter made shall require the approval of the clerk 
of coun. 

E. Disqualification. (I) A commissioner who fails to appear at the polling place at least thirty minutes 
before the opening of the pons on election day is disqualified from serving as such in the next primary and 
general elections held in the ward where he is registered to vote unless he establishes to the satisfaction of the 
parish board of election supervisors that his absence was for just cause. 

(2) Upon a finding by the parish board of election supervisors that a certified commissioner has performed 
his duties in a negligent manner, after appropriate bearing and opportunity for the commissioner to be beard, 
the board shall disqualify the commissioner from service as a commissioner. Such disqualification shall continue 
until the commissioner has been recertified as having again attended the course of instruction for commissioners 
conducted pursuant to R.S. 18:431(A) and as having achieved a satisfactory score on the test prepared by the 
secretary of state and the commissioner of elections for that course of instruction. Performance of duties in a 
negligent manner shall include failure to perform any of the duties of commissioner or performance of any of 
the duties of commissioner incorrectJy. 

F. Removal for cause. Any commissioner selected under the provisions of R.S. 18:434 may be removed 
for cause by the parisb board of election supervisors at any time after his selection and before the closing of the 
pons on election day. Any commissioner removed for cause under the provisions of this Subsection shall not 
serve as a commissioner in any election for twelve months after his removal. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 471, §1; Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. 
July 6, 1978; Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eff. July 13,1979; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26,1981; Acts 1983, 
No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1984, No. 672. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1; Acts 1987. No. 831. §1. eff. Jan. 
1, 1988; Acts 1988. No. 374. §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1988, No. 907. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1988, No. 909. 
§1. eff. Jan. 1,1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 
1991, No. 201. §1. July 2.1991; Acts 1993. No. 418. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1994. 

§43S. Watchers; appointment and commission 

A. Right to have watcbers. Eacb candidate is entitled to have one watcher at every precinct where the 
office be seeks is voted on in a primary or general election. However. in the case of a presidential election. each 
slate of candidates for presidential elector is entitled to have one watcher at every precinct. 

B. Usts of watcbers. A list of watcbers shall be flied with the parish board of election supervisors before 
five o'clock p.m. on the tenth day before the primary or general election. If any candidate submits a list for 
the primary election and does not submit a list for the general election, the list submitted in the primary election 
shall be treated as his list submitted for the general election. A list of watcbers shall only contain one watcber 
and one alternate watcber for each precinct where the candidate submitting the list is entitled to have a watcber. 
The list shall be typed or legibly written, and it shall contain the name and mailing address of eacb watcher and 
a designation of the precinct where be is to serve. 

C. The parish board of election supervisors shall promptly issue a commission to each watcher named on 
a timely filed list of watchers. A person shall not be commissioned as a watcher if be has been appointed as 
a commissioner-in-cbarge or selected as a commissioner in the same election. A person selected as an alternate 
commissioner may be commissioned as a watcher. However, if the alternate commissioner must replace an 
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absent or unqualified commissioner. he shall not serve as a watcher in the same election and his commission 
as a watcher shall be deemed void. Prior to the opening of the polls on election day. the parish board of election 
supervisors shall deliver to each precinct a list of the watchers and alternate watchers who are entitled to serve 
at the election. The list shall specify the precinct for which each watcher is eligible to serve. A watcher must 
present his commission to the commissioner-in-charge of the precinct for which he is eligible to serve prior to 
serving at the polling place. 

D. A candidate shall be entitled to have both a watcher and an alternate watcher serve at the same precinct 
on election day. However. the watcher and alternate watcher may not serve at the same time. 

Ac/s 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. 1.1978. Amended by Ac/s 1977. No. 471. §I; Ac/S 1978. No. 292. §I. eff. 
July 6.1978; Ac/s 1985. No. 58. §1; Ac/s 1987. No. 831. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1988; Ac/s 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 
1.1990; Ac/s 1990. No. 107. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 1991; Ac/s 1991. No. 201. §I. eff. July 2.1991; Ac/s 1993. No. 317. 
§I. eff. Jan. 1. 1994. 

§436. Election officlals at certain special eJections 

A .. When a special primary election to fill a vacancy or an anticipated vacancy in elective public office is 
called to be held at the same time as a previously scheduled general election. the commissioners who were 
selected to serve at the previously scheduled primary and general election also shall be the commissioners for 
the special primary and general elections. and the compensation for each shall be only that amount provided for 
in R.S. 18:424 and R.S. 18:425 for a day of service as a commissioner or commissioner-in-charge. Each 
candidate to be voted on in the special primary election may appoint one watcher for each precinct in which that 
candidate is to be voted on. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 18:427(C) or of any other law to the 
contrary. the watchers so appointed shall be allowed to remain in the polling place at all times. 

B. When a special general election to fill a vacancy or an anticipated vacancy in elective public office is 
called to be held at the same time as a previously scheduled primary election. the commissioners who were 
selected to serve at the special primary election for which the special general election is to be held shall also 
be the commissioners for both the previously scheduled primary and general elections. In such case the 
compensation for each shall be only that amount provided for in R.s. 18:424 and R.S. 18:425 for a day of 
service as a commissioner or comm.issioner-in~harge. 

Added by Ac/S 1980. No. 792. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1981. Amended by Ac/s 198/. No. 77. §I. eff. June 26. 1981. 

PART m. POLmCAL PARTIES 

§441. Recog<dtion 

A political party shall be recognized in this slate if one of its candidates for presidential elector received 
at least five percent of the votes cast in this state for presidential electors in the last presidential election. or if 
at least five percent of the registered voters in the state are registered as being affiliated with the political party. 
A party which receives more than five percent but less than ten percent of the votes cast in the last presidential 
election shall not be entitled to representation on a parish board of election supervisors. 

Ac/S 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§441. Organlzation 

A recognized political party shall be controlled and directed by one state central committee and a parish 
executive committee for each parish. 

Ac/S 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

§443. State central committee 

A. A member of the state central committee of a recognized political party shalJ meet the qualifications 
established by the rules and regulations of the state central committee of that recognized political party. 

B.(I) All members of the state central committee of a recognized political party shall be elected every four 
years at the same time as the gubematorial general election and shalJ serve until their successors are elected. 
The term of office shall not extend for a period beyond the time for which the member was elected. 

(2) Candidates for membership on the state central committee of a recognized political party shall qualify 
for office pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 5 of this Title. 
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(3) If the number of candidates who qualified for office exceeds the number of candidates to be elected 
for that office, the candidate who receives the greater number of votes cast shall be elected. If two or more 
offices of the same character are to be filled, each candidate who received the greater number of votes cast, as 
compared with the number of votes cast for each other candidate, is elected until all offices are filled. If two 
or more candidates receive the same number of votes, and as a result thereof, the number of candidates who 
would otherwise be elected exceed the number of remaining offices, the offices shall be filled by a public 
drawing of lots among such candidates conducted by the state central committee at its organizational meeting 
held pursuant to Subsection C hereof. 

(4) If, after the close of the qualifying period, the number of candidates for an office for membership on 
the committee does not exceed the number of persons to be elected to the office, the candidates for that office, 
or those remaining after the death or withdrawal of one or more candidates, are declared elected by the people, 
and their names shall not appear on the ballot. 

C. The newly-elected members of the state central committee of a recognized political party shall meet at 
the state capitol, shall take office, and shall organize the committee within fony days follOwing their election. 
A majority of the newly~lected members of the committee shall constitute a quorum. No member shall exercise 
the proxy votes of more than three other members at any meeting. A member shall not vote by proxy at more 
than two consecutive meetings. No member shall exercise the proxy vote of a member who does not reside in 
the same congressional district as the member who exercises the proxy vote. 

D. At the first meeting of the state central committee of a recognized political party, the newly~lected 
members of the committee shall elect the officers provided for by the rules and regulations of the committee. 

E. The state central committee of a recognized political party may adopt rules and regulations for its 
government that are not inconsistent with the laws of this state, and it may create any committee it deems 
necessary. Rules and regulations establishing or changing the qualifications for membership on the state central 
committee or parish executive committees of a recognized political party shall be filed with the secretary of state 
within ten days after their adoption and shall be published by the state central committee in the Louisiana 
Register. 

F. A vacancy occurs in the membership of the state central committee of a recognized political party when 
a member dies or no longer meets the qualifications fOT membership on the state central committee, or no one 
qualifies and is elected to succeed a member whose four-year term has expired. A vacancy in the membership 
of a state central committee sball be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by a member appointed by 
the chairman of the state central committee. 

G. Repealed by Acts 1982, No. 672, §5, eff. Jan. 14, 1984. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292, §1. eff. July 6,1978; Acts 1981, No. 513, §1, eff. July 19,1981; Acts 1982, No. 672, §1, eff. July 22, 
1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8,1983; Acrs 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1985, No. 50, §1; Acts 1986, No. 
1030, §1; Acts 1987, No. 119, §1. eff. June 18, 1987; Acrs 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1991. 

§443.1, Slate central committee; composition and apportionment 

A.(I) The membership of the state central committee of a recognized political party shall be composed of 
two bundred ten members. 

(2) Two members shall be elected from eacb of the districts from whicb members of the House of 
Representatives of the legislature are elected. 

(3) Each office for membership on the state central committee shall constitute a separate and distinct office. 
For the purpose of nomination and election to office, the offices within a district shall be designated 
alphabetically as Office "A" and Office "B". Office "A" shall be the designated seat for all female candidates 
for that district. Office"B" shall be the designated seat for all male candidates for that districL Each office 
within a district shall be arranged separately on the ballot and shall be designated as Office "A" and Office "B". 
The electors of the district wbo are qualified to vote for members of the particular state central committee shall 
elect one member to the state central committee from among the candidates for eacb office. The successor to 
any member shall bold the same office as his predecessor. 

B. The membership of the state central committee of a recognized political party with whicb less than 
twenty-five percent of the registered voters in the state are affiliated shall be composed and apportioned as 
provided in this Section. However, the state central committee of sucb a political party may adopt a plan to 
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otherwise provide for the number of members of such committee and the apportionment thereof and such plan 
shaH be effective if the committee files a copy of the plan with the secretary of state not later than January first 
of the year of the election. 

Added by Acts 1982. No. 672. §2. eff. July 22. 1982; Acts 1985. No. 49. §1; Acts 1987. No. 119. §1. eff. 
June 18. 1987; Acts 1992. No. 9411 •. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1993. 

NOTE: See Acts 1987. No. 119. §§2. 3 & 4. 

§443.2. Slate central committee of a recognized political party with twenty-five percent or less voter 
registration; election; composition and apportionment 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary. a state central committee of a recognized political 
party with which twenty-five percent or less of the registered voters in the state are affiliated on the first day 
of October in the year of a gubernatorial election. shall be established, composed, apportioned, and elected as 
foHows: 

(I) All members of any such state central committee shall meet the qualifications established by the rules 
and regulations of the state central committee of that recognized political party. 

(2)(a) All members of any such state central committee shall be elected at the same time as the statewide 
presidential general election. The term of office shall not extend for a period beyond the time for which the 
member was elected. Notwithstanding this provision, members elected in 1988 shall serve until their successors 
are chosen. 

(b) Candidates for membership on any such state central committee shall qualify for office pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter 5 of this Title. 

(c) If the number of candidates who qualified for office exceeds the number of candidates to be elected 
for that office, the candidate who receives the greater number of votes cast shall be elected. If two or more 
offices of the same character are to be fiHed, each candidate who received the greater number of votes cast, as 
compared with the number of votes cast for each other candidate, is elected until all offices are fiHed. If two 
or more candidates receive the same number of votes, and as a result thereof, the number of candidates who 
would otherwise be elected exceed the number of remaining offices, the offices shall be fiHed by a public 
drawing of lots among such candidates conducted by the state central committee at its organizational meeting 
held pursuant to Paragraph (3) hereof. 

(d) If, after the close of the qualifying period, the number of candidates for an office for membership on 
the committee does not exceed the number of persons ~ be elected to the office, the candidates for that office, 
or those remaining after the death or withdrawal of one or more candidates, are declared elected by the people, 
and their names shall not appear on the ballot. 

(3) The newly-elected members of any such state central committee shall meet at the state capitol, shall 
take office, and shall orianize the committee at noon on the second Satmday following their election. A 
majority of the newly-elected members of the committee shall constitute a quorum. No member shall exercise 
the proxy votes of more than three other members at any meeting. A member of such state central committee 
may be present in person or by proxy. Proxies may be exercised in compliance with rules and regulations 
adopted by the state central committee. 

(4) At the first meeting of any such state central committee, the newly-elected members of the committee' 
shall elect the officers provided for by the rules and regulations of the committee. 

(5) A state central committee may adopt rules and regulations for its government that are not inconsistent 
with the laws of this state, and it may create any committee it deems necessary. Rules and regulations 
establishing or changing the qualifications for membership on the state central committee or parish executive 
committees of such recognized political party shall be filed with the secretary of state within ten days after 
adoption and shall be published by such state central committee in the Louisiana Register. 

(6) A vacancy occurs in the membership of any such state central committee when a member dies or no 
longer meets the qualifications for membership on the state central committee, or no one qualifies and is elected 
to succeed a member whose four-year term has expired. A vacancy in the membership of a state central 
committee shaJl be fiHed for the remainder of the unexpired term by a member appointed by the state central 
committee. 
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(7) A state central committee shall adopt a plan to provide for the number of members of such committee 
and the apponionment thereof and such plan shall be effective if the committee files a copy of the plan with 
the secretary of state not later than January first of the year of the election. If a state central committee does 
not adopt and file a plan as provided herein, the membership of such state central committee shall be composed 
of one hundred forty-four members with one member elected from each of the districts from which members 
of the House of Representatives aritl the Senate of the Legislature are elected. 

Acts 1987, No. Jl9, §1, eft. June 18, 1987; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 201, 
§4, eff. Nov. 1, 1991. 

§444, Parish executive committees 

A Qualifications of members. A member of a parish executive committee of a recognized political party 
shall meet the qualifications established by the rules and regulations of the state central committee of that 
recognized political party. The qualifications for membership on parish executive committees of a recognized 
political party shall be uniform throughout the state. 

B. Election and term. (I) Members of a parish executive committee of a recognized political party, except 
those fot Orleans Parish, shall be elected every foUl years at the same time as the gubernatorial general election. 
The term of office shall not extend beyond the time for which the member was elected. 

(2) Members of a parish executive committee of a recogniZed political party in Orleans Parish shall be 
elected every foUl years at the same time as the primary election for the municipal officers for the city of New 
Orleans. Beginning in 1991, members of such parish executive committee shall be elected every four years at 
the same time as the gubernatorial general election. 

(3) Candidates for membership on a parish executive committee of a recognized political party shall qualify 
for office pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 5 of this Title. 

(4)(a) If the number of candidates who qualified for office exceeds the number of candidates to be elected 
for that office, the candidate who receives the greater number of votes cast shall be elected. If two or more 
offices of the same character are to be filled, each candidate who received the greater number of votes cast, as 
compared with the number of vOtes cast for each other candidate, is elected until all offices are filled. If two 
or more candidates receive the same number of votes, and as a result thereof, the number of candidates who 
would otherwise be elected exceed the number of remaining offices, the offices shall be filled by a public 
drawing of lots among such candidates conducted by a parish executive committee at its otganizational meeting 
held puzsnant to Subsection C hereof. 

(b) If, after the close of the qualifying period, the number of candidates fot membership on a political party 
committee does not exceed the number of members to be elected to the committee, the candidates for 
membership on that political party committee, or those remaining after the death or withdrawal of one or more 
candidates, are declared elected by the people, and their names shall not appear on the ballot. 

C. Meetings. (I) The newly-elected members of the parish executive committee of a recognized political 
party sha11 meet at the parish courthouse, shall take office, and organize the committee within forty days after 
their election. A majority of the newly-elected members of the parish executive committee shall constitute a 
quozum fot the putpose of organizing and filling any vacancies which may exist due to death, ineligibility, or 
failure to fill a vacancy by election. 

(2) Proxy voting. A member of a parish executive committee may vote by written proxy subject to the 
following conditions: 

(a) A member shall not vOte by proxy at more than two consecutive meetings. 

(b) A member sha11 exercise the proxy votes of no more than two other members at any time. 

D. Officers. At the first meeting of the parish executive committee of a recognized political party, the 
newly-eJected members of the committee shall elect the officers provided for by the rules and regulations of the 
state central committee of that political party, which shall be uniform for all parish executive committees. 

E. Powers of the committee. The parish executive committee of a recognized political party may adopt 
rules and regulations for its government that are not inconsistent with the laws of this state or the rules and 
regulations of the state central committee, and it may create any coinmittee it deems necessary. The rules and 
regulations of the parish executive committee of a recognized political party shall be filed with the clerk of court 
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within ten days after their adoption. In parishes which have a civil and a criminal district coun, the rules and 
regulations of a parish executive committee shall be filed with the clerk of the criminal district court. 

F. Vacancies. (I) A vacancy occurs in the membership of a parish executive committee of a recognized 
political party when a member dies or no longer meets the qualifications for membership on the committee, or 
no person qualifies and is elected to succeed a member whose four-year term has expired. 

(2) A vacancy in the membership of a parish executive committee shall be filled by any qualified resident 
of the parish appointed by the parish executive committee for a vacancy in an at-large position. A vacancy in 
the membership left by a representative of a district shall be filled by any qualified resident of the district 
appointed by the parish executive committee. 

G. Composition. In each parish, except Orleans and Jefferson parishes, the parish executive committee of 
a recognized political party shall be composed of five members-at-Iarge elected from the entire parish and as 
many members elected from each as there are members of the parish governing authority elected from that ward. 
In Orleans Parish the parish executive committee of a recognized political party shall be composed of fourteen 
members elected from each councilmanic district. In Jefferson Parish the parish executive committee of a 
recognized political party shall be composed of five members elected from each councilmanic district and five 
members elected at large from the entire parish. 

H. Removal. (I) An elected member of the parish executive committee is subject to removal from office 
when one of the following occurs: 

(a) A member establishes residence outside of the parish. 

(b) A member is convicted of a felony. 

(c) A member changes his official party registration. 

(2) When a member of a parish executive committee commits any of the grounds for removal set forth in 
this Subsection, the parish executive committee sball schedule a hearing to review all available information on 
the incident The parish executive committee sball provide a ten-day written notice to the member prior to 
conducting said hearing. Removal of the member, after completion of the hearing by the committee, shall be 
by a two-thirds vote of a majority of the members of the parish executive committee at a regularly scheduled 
meeting. A vacancy in the membership of the parish executive committee created by the removal shall be filled 
by appointment by the parisb executive committee at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

I. Party with twenty-five percent or fewer of registered voters. (I) Notwithstanding' any provision of law 
to the contrary, beginning in 1988, members of a parish executive committee of a recognized political party with 
which iwenty-five percent or less of the registered voters of the state are affiliated, except those for Orleans 
Parish, sball be elected evCty four years at the same time as the presidential preference primary election. The 
term of office sball not extend beyond the time for which the member was elected. 

(2) Beginning in 1992, members of a parisb executive committee of a recognized political party with which 
twenty-five percent or less of the registered vnters are affiliated in Orleans Parish shall be elected evCty four 
years at the same time as the presidential preference primary election. The terms for which members of such 
parisb executive committee were elected in 1986 are extended until the members lire elected at the 1992 
presidential preference primary election and take office. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978, Amended by Acts 1977, No. 477, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1978, . 
No. 292, §I, ejf. July 6, 1978; Acts 1982, No. 672, §I, eff. July 22, 1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, eff. July 8, 
I~~~.mV;~~.mv;~~·~V;~~·~V;~ 
1987, No. 119, §I, eff. June 18,1987; Acts 1987, No. 831, §I, ejf. Jan. I, 1988; Acts 1992, No. 800, §I; Acts 
1992, No. 949, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 968, §I. 

NOTE: See Acts 1987, No. 119, §§2, 3 4< 4. 

§445. Parish executive committees; formation In parishes where DO committee bas been elected 

A. Call for formation. (1) In a parish where a parish executive committee of a recognized political party 
has not been elected. fifteen or more qualified voters who are registered in the parish as being affiliated with 
the party may petition the chairman of the state central committee of the party to issue a call to the qualified 
voters who are registered in the parisb as being affiliated with the party for a public meeting to elect a parish 
executive committee. Within thirty days after receipt of the petition, the chairman of the state central committee 
shall fix a date for the meeting. appoint a temporary chairman and secretary to open the meeting, and issue a 
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call for the public meeting to elect a parish executive committee. The call shall be published three times in the 
official parish journal or a newspaper of a general circulation in the parish. and the first publication shall be at 
least twenty-one days before the day fixed for the meeting. 

(2) If there is no chairman of the state central committee or if the chairman of the state central committee 
fails to issue the call within thiny days after receipt of the petition. the signers of the petition may fix the date 
of the public meeting and issue the cal\. 

(3) For a recognized political party with which more than twenty-five percent of the registered voters of 
the state are affiliated. if after such a pUblic meeting is held. no qualified voter who is registered in the parish 
as being affiliated with the party qualifies as a candidate for any position on the parish executive committee. 
the chairman of the state central committee may appoint a qualified voter who is registered in the parish to fill 
any remaining vacancy. 

(4) For a recognized political party with which no more than twenty-five percent of the registered voters 
of the state are affiliated. if the qualified voters who are registered in the parish as being affiliated with the party 
fail to petition the chairman of the state central committee to issue a call for the formation of a parish executive 
committee. the chairman of the state central committee may fix the date of the public meeting. issue the call. 
and form a parish executive committee. 

B. Public meeting. At the public meeting. a majority of the qualified voters who are registered in the 
parish as being affiliated with the political party who are present at the meeting shall elect a chairman and a 
secretary to preside over the meeting. The chairman shall conduct the election of the parish executive committee 
members. who shall be elected by a majority of the qualified voters present at the meeting who are registered 
as being affiliated with the party and are residents of the parish. ward. or district from which the committee 
members are elected. 

C. Accreditation. Within ten days after the public meeting. a certified copy of the minutes of the meeting 
shall be filed with the secretary of state. the clerk of the district court, and the chairman of the state central 
committee of the party. When the copies of the minutes of the public meeting are filed. the parish executive 
committee shall be accredited by the state central committee of the party. and the members of the parish 
executive committee shall be vested with all the authority of duly elected committee members. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1993. No. 981. §1. 

§446. Candidates for membersbip on political party committees; method of qualifying for 8 primary 
election 

A. Candidates for membership on a political party committee are not classified as local candidates. 
However. a person who desires to become a candidate for membership on a political party committee shall 
quaJify for a primary election by filing the required qualification papers in the manner provided in Part IV of 
this Chapter for persons who desire to become local candidates. 

B. If the committee membership is voted on throughout an entire parish. the candidates shall qualify in the 
same manner as candidates for a parochial office; if the committee membership is voted on in a special election 
district, the candidates shall qualify in the same manner as candidates for a district office; and if the committee 
membership is voted on in a police jury ward or the equivalent subdivision in parisbes whicb bave no police 
jury wards. the candidates shall qualify in the same manner as candidates for a ward office. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1988. No. 909, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989. 

PART IV. CANDIDATES 

SUBPART A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§451. Qualifications of candidates 

A person who meets the qualifications for the office be seeks may become a candidate and be voted on in 
a primary or general election if he qualifies as a candidate in the election. Except as otherwise provided by law. 
a candidate shall possess the qualifications for the office be seeks at the time be qualifies for that office. No 
person. whether or not currently registered as a voter with the registrar of voters. shall become a candidate if 
be is under an onIer of imprisonment for conviction of a felony. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. Jan. 1. 1978. Acts 1984. No. 672. §1. 
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§452. Oassification of candidates 

Candidates are classified according to the character of the office they seek and are designated as follows: 

(I) State candidates are candidates for offices voted on throughout the state or throughout a congressional 
distric~ justice of the supreme court. judge of a court of appeal, and candidates for membership on a state board 
or commission. 

(2) Local candidates are candidates for the state legislature and other district offices not included in 
Paragraph (I) of this Section; parochial offices. including the office of parish judge; and ward offices. 

(3) Municipal candidates are candidates for city. town, and village offices. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§453. Dual candidacy 

A. General prohibitions. A person shall not become a candidate in a primary or general election for more 
than one office unless one of the offices is membership on a political party committee, nor shall a person be 
a candidate at the same time for two or more different offices to be filled at separate elections. 

B. Unexpired and succeeding term of office. A person may become a candidate in a primary or general 
election for the unexpired and the succeeding term of an office when both terms are to be filled at the same 
election. 

C. Political party committees. A person may become a candidate in a primary or general election for 
membership on more than one comnlittee of a political party, but a person may only become a candidate for 
one position, either at·large or from a political subdivision, on the same committee of a political party. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eft. July 8, 1983. 

SUBPART B. QUALIFYING FOR A PRIMARY ELECTION 

§461. Manner of qualifying for a primary election 

A. A person who desires to become a candidate in a primary election shall qualify as a candidate by timely 
filing notice of his candidacy, which shall be accompanied either by a nominating petition or by the qualifying 
fee and any additional fee imposed. No person, whether or not currently registered as a voter with the registrar 
of voters, shall qualify to become a candidate if he is under an order of imprisonment for conviction of a felony. 
A candidate whose notice of candidacy is accompanied by a nominating petition shall not be required to pay 
any qualifying fee or any additional fee. 

B. When a candidate has filed multiple notices of candidacy for election to more than one office at the 
same election. which multiple candidacies would be in violation of R.S. 18:453, and no action objecting to 
candidacy on the grounds provided in R.S. 18:492(4) has been commenced in a court of competent jurisdiction 
within the time for such objections as provided in R.S. 18:493, then, upon expiration of the time for such 
objections to candidacy, the person filing such multiple notices of candidacy shall be disqualified as a candidate 
in the primary election for all but the last of such offices for which he filed notices of candidacy, and any 
qualifying fees for those offices paid by the candidate shall be refunded as provided in R.S. 18:501. The 
secretary of state shall include the name of the candidate on the ballot for election to the last of sucb offices for 
which the candidate filed notices of candidacy and to no other such office for which dual candidacy would be 
prohibited. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jan. 1, 1978. AmDIded by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, efJ. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1984, No. 672, §J; Acts 1988, No. 140, §1, efJ. Jan. 1, 1989 .. 

§461. Officials with whom candidates qna1lfy 

A. State candidates sha\I qualify for a primary election with the secretary of state or a person in his office 
designated to receive qualifying papers. 

B. Loca\ and municipal candidates sball qualify for a primary election with the clm of court for the parish 
in which the candidate is registered to vote. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1991, 1st E.S .. No. I, §I, efJ. Sept I, 1991. 
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§463. Notice of candidacy; rmancial statements; political advertising; penalties 

A(I)(a) A notice of candidacy shall be in writing and shall state the candidate's name, the office he seeks, 
the address of his domicile, the parish, ward, and precinct where he is registered to vote, and the political pany, 
if any, with which he is registered as being affiliated. No candidate shall change or add his political pany 
designation, for purposes of printing on the election ballot as required by R.S. 18:551(0), after he has qualified 
for the election. 

(b) The candidate shall designate in the notice the form in which his name shall be printed on the ballot. 
The candidate may designate his given, first, and middle name, the initials of his given, first, and middle name, 
a nickname, or any combination thereof as the fonn in which his name shall be printed on the ballot, but he shall 
not designate a title, designation, or deceptive name, nor shall he designate an occupational or professional 
description or abbreviation. If the candidate designates a nickname in place of or in combination with his given 
name or the initials thereof, the nickname shall be set off with quotation marks and shall be placed immediately 
preceding his surname. A candidate shall include his surname in his designation of the fonn in which his name 
shall be printed on the ballot. 

(2) The notice of candidacy also shall include a certificate, signed by the candidate, certifying that he has 
read the notice of his candidacy, that he is not currently under an order of imprisonment for conviction of a 
felony, that he has attached to the notice of his candidacy the financial statement required by Subsection B of 
this Section, if applicable, that he acknowledges that he is subject to the provisions of the Campaign Finance 
Disclosure Act (R.S. 18:1481, et seq.) if he is a candidate. for any office other than United States Senator, 
Representative in Congress, or member of a committee of a political pany, and that all of the statements 
contained in it are true and correct. The certificate shall be executed before a notary public or shall be wimessed 
by two persons who are registered to vote on the office the candidate seeks. ·If the candidate is serving outside 
the state with the armed forces of the United States, his notice of candidacy shall be wimessed by a 
commissioned officer in the armed forces of the United States. 

(3) The notice of candidacy also shall include a certificate, signed by the candidate, certifying that he is 
knowledgeable of the prohibitions relative to erecting, displaying, or posting political campaign signs on any 
highway right of way, publicly owned property or right of way, or to or on any public utility pole or stanchion, 
as provided in RS. 48:347(0), RS. 25:11l8(A), and R.S. 18:1470. Except as provided in R.S. 25:1118, 
whoever so erects, displays, or posts political campaign signs on any publicly owned property or right of way, 
or to or on any public utility pole or stanchion shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not in excess 
of one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both. 

B.(l) At the time that each person who seeks to become a candidate for the office of governor files the 
notice of candidacy required by RS. 18:463(A), be shall also file a financial statement with the Louisiana Board 
of Ethics for Elected Officials. The financial statement shall include the information required in RS. 42: 1124(B) 
and shall be current as of the date on whicb it is filed. The candidate sball attach to the financial statement his 
affidavit certifying that the information contained in the statement is true and correct to the best of his 
knowledge, infonnation, and belief. 

(2) Whoever fails to file a financial statement required by this Section, or knowingly and wilfully fails to 
timely file any sucb statement, or knowingly and wilfully fails to disclose or to accurately disclose any 
infonnation required by this Section sball be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined 
not more than five hundred dollars. Whoever wilfully and intentionally files a false report required by this 
Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than one thousand 
dollars DOr more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned in parish prison for not less than six months, or both. 

C. On the forms for notice of candidacy which are prepared. printed, and distributed by the secretary of 
state, a notice shall be printed below the signature line whicb sball inform the candidate that copies of the forms . 
and pamphlets of explanation and instruction which are distributed by the Election Campaign Finance Committee 
are available from the clerk of court or the committee. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 786, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1980; Acts 1982, No. 747, §1, eff. Aug. 2, 1982; Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 
1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1984, No. 225, §2; Acts 1988, No. 
909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 768, §2; Acts 1991, 1st E.S., No.1, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991. 

§464, Qualifying fees; additional fees imposed by political party committees; rlD8DciaI statements 

A. Method of payment. The qualifying fee shall be paid to the official with whom the candidate qualifies 
and sball accompany the notice of candidacy. The qualifying fee shall be paid in cash or by certified or 
cashier's check on a state or national bank, United States postal money order, or money order issued by a state 
or national bank. • 
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B. Amount of qualifying fees. The qualifying fees for candidates in primary elections are: 

(I) For state candidates - seven hundred fifty dollars for governor, four hundred fifty dollars for justice 
of the supreme coon, judge of a coon of appeal, and member of the public service commission, and six hundred 
dollars for all other state candidates. 

(2) For local candidates -- three hundred dollars for state senator and district judge, two hundred twenty
five dollars for state representative, parish president, and other district or parochial offices, one hundred fifteen 
dollars for police juror, parish council member, and school board member, and seventy-five dollars for ward and 
all other local offices. 

(3) For municipal candidates -- fony dollars in a municipality with a population of less than five thousand, 
seventy-five dollars in a municipality with a population of five thousand or more but less than twenty-five 
thousand, one hundred fifty dollars in a municipality with a population of twenty-five thousand or more but less 
than fifty thousand, two hundred twenty-five dollars in a municipality with a population of fifty thousand or 
more but less than one hundred thousand, three hundred dollars in a municipality with a population of one 
hundred thousand or more but less than three hundred thousand, and three hundred seventy-five dollars in a 
municipality with a population of three hundred thousand or more. 

(4) For candidates for membership On state central committees and parish executive committees of political 
parties - seventy-five dollars, two hundred and twenty-five dollars for candidates for membership on the state 
central committee of a recognized political patty with which twenty-five percent or less of the registered voters 
in the state are affiliated at the opening of the qualifying period. 

C. Additional fees imposed by state central committees. (I) A state central committee of a political patty 
may impose an additional fee on a state candidate or a candidate for presidential nominee who is affiliated with 
that political patty. The amount of the additional fee shall lie uniform as to all candidates for each office of the 
same kind or character and in no event shall be in an amount in excess of one-half the qualifying fee fixed by 
law. If a state central committee of a political patty fixes an additional fee, then at the time a state candidate 
or a candidate for presidential nominee qualifies with the secretary of state, the secretary of state shall collect 
the additional fee and make a record containing the name of the candidate from whom received, the amount of 
the fee. and the state central patty committee with which the candidate is affiliated. After the close of the 
qualifying period for state candidates in a primary election, the secretary of state shall immediately transmit all 
additional fees so collected to the state central committee for the patty with which the candidate is affiliated. 
The fee so imposed and collected shall be retained and used by that state central patty committee. 

(2) A state central committee of a political patty may fix and impose an additional fee on all candidates 
for membership on that committee; however, if an additional fee as authorized by Paragraph (I) herein is 
imposed on state candidates, then a fee of not less than twenty-five dollars shall be assessed and collected from 
all candidates for membership on the state central committee. The additional fee shall be paid at the time of 
qualification as a candidate and shall be collected by the official with whom the candidate qualifies. The official 
who collects these additional fees shall make a record containing the name of each candidate from whom 
received, the amount of the fee, and political patty with which the candidate is affiliated. After the close of the 
qualifying period for a candidate in a primary election, the official who collected such additional fees shall 
immediately transmit all additional fees so collected and the name of each candidate to the state central 
committee on which the candidate is seeking membership. The fee so imposed and collected shall be retained 
and used by the state central committee imposing the fee. 

(3)(a) In any parish, a state central committee of a political patty may impose an additional fee on a local 
or municipal candidate who is affiliated with that political patty. The amount of the additional fee shall be 
uniform as to all candidates for each office of the same kind or character and in no event shall be in an amount 
in excess of one-half the qualifying fee fixed by law. 

(b) If a state central committee of a political patty fixes an additional fee, then at the time a local or 
municipal candidate qualifies, the additional fee shall be paid to and collected by the official with whom the 
candidate qualifies. The official who collects these additional fees shall make a record containing the name of 
each candidate from whom received, the amount of the fee, and political patty with which the candidate is 
affiliated. After the close of the qualifying period for a candidate in a primary election, the official who 
collected the additional fees shall immediately transmit all additional fees so collected and the name of eacb 
candidate to the state central committee. The fees SO imposed and collected shall be retained and used by the 
state central committee imposing the fee. 

D. Additional fees imposed by parisb executive committees. 

(1)(a) A parish executive committee of a political patty in any parish may impose an additional fee on a 
local or municipal candidate who is affiliated with that political patty. The amount of the additional fee shall 
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be unifonn as to all candidates for each office of the same kind or character and in no event shall be in an 
amount in excess of one-half the qualifying fee fixed by law. 

(b) If a parish executive committee fixes an additional fee, then at the time a local or municipal candidate 
qualifies with the clerk of coun, the clerk shall collect the additional fee and make a record containing the name 
of the candidate from whom received, the amount of the fee, and the parish executive committee with which 
the candidate is affiliated. After tne close of the qualifying period for a candidate in a primary election, the 
clerk shall immediately transmit all additional fees so collected to the parish executive committee with which 
the candidate is affiliated. The fee so imposed and collected shall be retained and used by that parish executive 
committee. 

(2) A parish executive committee of a political patty may fix and impose an additional fee on all candidates 
for membership on such committee; however, in no event shall the additional fee be in an amount in excess of 
one-half of the qualifying fee fixed by law. If an additional fee as authorized by Paragraph (I) herein is 
imposed on local and municipal candidates, then a fee of not less than twenty-five dollars shall be assessed and 
collected from all candidates for membership on the parish executive committee. The additional fee shall be 
paid at the time of qualification as a candidate and shall be collected by the official with whom the candidate 
qualifies. The official who collects these additional fees shall make a record containing the name of each 
candidate from whom received, the amount of the fee, and the political patty with which the candidate is 
affiliated. After the close of the qualifying period for a candidate in a primary election, the official who 
collected the additional fees shall immediately transmit all additional fees so collected to the parish executive 
committee on which the candidate is seeking membership. The fee so imposed and collected shall be retained 
and used by the parish executive committee imposing the fee. 

E. Clerks' fees. Each clerk of coun may retain from the qualifying fees of each local and municipal 
candidate and each candidate for membership on a political patty committee a fee of not more than ten percent, 
but not less than ten dollars, which shall be retained by the clerk and used by him to cover his office expenses 
for filing and recording the candidate's qualifying papers. However, the sums retained by the clerk of coun 
shall be retained only from those qualifying fees that are remitted to the secretary of state. 

F. Financial statements. Each state central committee and each parish executive committee shall file a 
financial statement annually, certified by the treasurer or, if none, by the chainnan, as to its accuracy, with the 
legislative auditor. Each parish executive committee shall file a copy of the financial statement with the state 
central committee of the patty with which it is affiliated. The financial statement shall be in a fonn approved 
by the legislative auditor. 

G. Use of fees. Fees collected by state central committees and parish executive committees pursuant to 
this Section shall be used solely for the operation of such committees. No such fees shall be used for the direct 
benefit of any particular candidate for public office. 

H. Notice of imposition of fees. Each state central committee and parish executive committee shall, no 
later than thiny days prior to the beginning of qualifying, notify, in writing, the secretary of state and the clerk 
of coun of any parish affected, if said committee will impose additional qualifying fees on candidates. However, 
once the notice of imposition is filed in accordance with this Subsection, a notice need not be filed again unless 
the state central committee or parish executive committee discontinues such imposition or changes the amount 
of fees to be imposed. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §I, ejJ. July 6, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 229, §I, ejJ. July 13, 1979; Acts 1982, No. 531, §I, ejJ. July 22, 1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, ejJ. July 8, 
1983; Acts 1984, No. 672, §I; Acts 1985, No. 123, §I; Acts 1986, No. 669, §I; Acts 1987, No. 831, §I, ejJ. Jan. 
1,1988; Acts 1988, No. 235, §I; Acts 1989, No. 652, §I; Acts 1991, 1st E.S., No. I, §I, ejJ. Sept I, 1991; Acts 
1992, No. 596, §I; Acts 1992, No. 944, §I; Acts 1992, No. 949, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1993. 

NOTE: See Acts 1989, No. 652, §2, relative to disposition offtuulsfromfees. 

§465. Nominating petitions 

A. Time and place of filing. A nominating petition shall be filed with the official with whom the candidate 
qualifies and shall accompany the notice of candidacy. 

B. Method of nominating candidates. A person may only be nominatM as a candidate in a primary election 
by persons who are registered to vote on the office he seeks who sign a nominating petition for him no more 
than one hundred twenty days before the qualifying period opens for candidates in the primary election. In 
addition to his signawre, each voter who signs a nominating petition shall date his signature and shall provide 
the ward and precinct in which be is registered to vote, his residence address, including the municipal number, 
the aparttnent number, if any, the rural route and box number, or any other physical description that will identify 
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his actual place of residence. Once a voter has signed a nominating petition. he may not withdraw the 
nomination. The secretary of state shall prepare forms which may be used by any person who seeks nomination 
as a candidate by nominating petition. The secretary of state shall furnish copies of the forms to each clerk of 
court. and the forms shall be available. upon request. at the office of the secretary of stale or at the office of 
the clerk of court. Nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to require nominating petitions to be filed only 
on forms prepared by the secretary of stale. 

C. Number of signatures required. The number of qualified voters who must timely sign a nominating 
petition is: 

(1) For a candidate for an office voted on throughout the state--five thousand. not less than five hundred 
of which shall be from each of the congressional districts into which the state is divided. 

(2) For a candidate for membership on the Public Service Cornmission-one thousand from within that 
district. 

(3) For a candidate for any of the following offices: 

a. Louisiana Supreme Court Justice-one thousand from within that district. 

b. United States Representatives in Congress-one thousand from within that district. 

c. Member of the State Boanl of Elementary and Secondary Education-one thousand from within that 
district. 

d. Judge of a court of appeal-five hundred from within that district. 

e. Any officer elected from througbout a judicial district-five hundred from within the district. 

f. Louisiana Senate-five hundred from within the senatorial district. 

g. Louisiana House of Representatives-four hundred from within the representative district. 

h. Any officer elected from throughout a parish-four hundred. 

i. Any officer elected from throughout a wanl-one hundred for member of a parish governing authority 
and for member of a parish or city school boanI and one hundred for any other. 

(4) For a candidate for a municipal office-fifty in a municipality having a population of five thousand or 
less. two hundred in a municipality baving a population of more than five thousand but less than twenty-five 
thousand. three hundred in a municipality having a population of twenty-five thousand or more but less than fifty 
thousand, five bundred in a municipality baving a population of fifty thousand or more but less than one bundred 
thousand, seven hundred fifty in a municipality having a population of one hundred thousand or more but less 
than three hundred thousand. and one thousand in a municipality having a population of three hundred thousand 
or more. 

(5) For a candidate for membership on a political party committee - the lesser of four hundred or ten 
percent of the qualified voters in the voting area who are registered as being affiliated with the same political 
party as the candidate. 

(6) Any office DOt hereinabove provided for sball require the signatures of at least one-balf of one percent 
of the registered voters in the voting area from which the officer is elected. The number of signatures of 
registered voters required shall be calculated based on the number of voters who are registered thirty days before 
the qualifying period ends. 

D. Form. Eacb sheet of the nominating petition shall set forth the candidate·s name. the address of his 
domicile. the office for which the signers nominate him. the political party with which be is affiliated. if any. 
and the date of the primary election for which be seeks to qualify. The name of eacb voter who signed the 
nominating petition shall be typed or legibly written on the petition. and eacb signature on the nominating 
petition shall be dated and witnessed by the candidate or the person who obtained the signature on his behalf. 
The candidate and all persons who obtained signatures on his behalf shall certify On the nominating petition that 
tn the best of their knowledge, information. and belief all of the signatures on the nominating petition are 
genuine and all of the statements contained in the nominating petition are true and correct. 

E. Certification. (a) A nominating petition sba1l be submitted to the registrars of voters in the parishes 
where the signers reside not less than thirty days before the qualifying period ends for candidates in the primary 
election or, in the case of presidential electors, in the presidential election. except that in a special election the 
nominating petition shall be submitted by the candidate to the registrars of voters in the parishes where the 
signers reside prior to the opening of the qualifying period. 
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(b) The registrar for each parish shall endorse upon the nominating petitions. whether original or 
supplemental. the date and time of submission and shall promptly certify the nominating petitions. in the order 
received. by determining and certifying on each nominating petition which of the signers who provided a 
residence address in the parish signed the nominating petition timely and are registered to vote on the office the 
candidate seeks. A supplemental nominating petition shall be certified in the order in which it is received. 
without regard to the time when the original nominating petition for that candidate was submined. A registrar 
may stop certifying the signatures on a nominating petition when the total number of the signers he has certified 
as having signed the petition timely and as being registered to vote on the office the candidate seeks equals one 
hundred fifteen percent of the number of qualified voters required to nominate the candidate for the office he 
seeks. A registrar's certification shall be conclusive as to the number of qualified voters who timely signed a 
nominating petition. and evidence to the contrary shall not be admined in an action objecting to the candidacy 
of the candidate who filed the nominating petition. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 523. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1978. 
No. 292. §I. eft. July 6. 1978; Acts 1979. No. 229. §I. eff. July 13. 1979; Acts 1988. No. 909. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 
1989. 

§466. Time for qualifying in 8 primary election 

A notice of candidacy, accompanied either by the qualifying fee or by a nominating petition, is filed timely 
only if received by the secretary of state, for state candidates. or by the clerk of coun, for local or municipal 
candidates. during the qualifying period for candidates in the primary election. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979. No. 229. §I. eff. July 13. 1979. 

§467. Opening of qualifying period 

The qualifying period for candidates in a priDtary election shall open: 

(1) For candidates in a gubernatorial primary election and those in any special primary election to be held 
at the same time, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in September of the year of the election. 

(2) For candidates in a congressional primary election and those in any special primary election to be held 
at the same time. on the fourth Wednesday in July of the year of the election. 

(3) For candidates in a primary election for municipal and ward officers who are not elected at the same 
time as the governor or members of congress in municipalities with a popUlation of less than four hundred 
seventy-five thousand and those in any special primary election to be held at the same time. On the last 
Wednesday in January of the year of the election. unless the primary election is held on the second Tuesday in 
March, in such case the qualifying period for candidates in such primary election shall open on the second 
Wednesday in January of the year of the election. 

(4) For candidates in a primary election for parochial and municipal officers in a parish containing a 
municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more and in which the municipal and 
parochial elections are held at the same time. on the second Wednesday in December preceding the year of the 
election. 

(5) For candidates in any other special primary election. except for the office of judge, state legislator, or 
representative in Congress, on the first Wednesday which is at least five days after publication of the 
proclamation ordering the special election. 

(6) For candidates in a primary election held on the third Saturday in October of 1981 and every fourth 
year thereafter. on the second Wednesday in August of the year of the election. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 545. §I, eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1978. 
No. 720. §I; Acts 1979. No. 229. §1. eft. July 13. 1979; Acts 1982. No. 10. §I. eff. Jan. 1. '1983; Acts 1984. No. 
673. §I. eft. Jan 1.1985; Acts 1987. No. 831. §I. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1988; Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1991; 
Acts 1991. No. 277. §1; Acts 1992. No. 949. §I. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1993. 

§467 .1. Opening of qualifying period In event of clumge of date for primary election 

In the event that the date for the primary election is advanced in accordance with R.S. 18:402(G). the 
qualifying period for candidates in the primary election shall be advanced from the date specified in R.S. 18:467 
the same number of weeks as the primary election. 

Added by Acts 1980. No. 43. §2. ejJ. June 5. 1980. Acts 1984. No. 673. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1985; Acts 1991. 
No. 201. §2. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1992. 
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§468. Close of the qualifying period 

A. The qualifying period for candidates in a primary election shall close at 5:00 p.m. on the Friday after 
the opening of the qualifying period for candidates in the primary election or, if that Friday is a legal holiday, 
at 5:00 p.m. on the next day which is not a legal holiday. 

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, the qualifying period for candidates in 
a gubernatorial primary election and those in any special primary election to be held at the same time shall close 
at 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday after the opening of the qualifying period. 

Acts J976, No. 697, §J, elf Jan. J, J978; Acts J992, No. 949, §J, elf Jan. J, J993. 

§469. Reopening of qualifying period; effect 

A. When a person who qualified as a candidate in a primary election for a public office dies after the close 
of the qualifying period and before the time for closing the polls on the day of the primary election, the 
qualifying period for candidates in the primary election for that office shall reopen for candidates on the day 
after the death and shall close at 5:00 p.m. on the third day after the death or, if that day is a legal holiday, at 
5:00 p.m. on the next day which is not a legal holiday. The name of the deceased candidate shall not be printed 
on the primary election ballot. If the primary election ballot was printed with the deceased candidate's name 
on it. any votes received by the deceased candidate shall be void and shall not be counted for any purpose 
whatsoever. 

B. When, at the close of the qualifying period, no candidate has qualified for an office or the number of 
candidates who have qualified for an office is fewer than the number of positions to be filled in that office, the 
qualifying period shall be reopened, but only for the office or offices for which no candidates qualified or for 
which an insufficient number of candidates qualified, on the first Wednesday after the close of the qualifying 
period and shall close at 5:00 p.m. on the Friday thereafter or, if that day is a legal holiday, at 5:00 p.m. on the 
next day which is not a legal holiday. The provisions of this Subsection shall not be applicable to election of 
members of any state central committee or any parish executive committee of any recognized political party as 
provided in R.S. 18:443 and R.S. 18:444. 

C. Whenever the qualifying period is reopened as required by Subsections A or B hereof, the clerk of coon 
shall cause notice of the reopening, listing the dates and times the period shall run, to be posted in a prominent 
place at or near the courthouse door and also in a prominent place in the office of the clerk of coon. If the 
qualifying period is reopened solely for the qualification of one or more municipal candidates, or, if the 
municipal offices to be filled by election are in a building other than the counhouse, the clerk of coon shall 
cause the notice provided for herein to be posted in a prominent place at or near the door of the municipal 
building for the city for which the candidates are seeking an elective office, as well as in the coon house and 
the clerk's office as above required. 

D. Effect on primary election. (1) If the qualifying period for candidates reopens within thirty days before 
a primary election, all the votes cast in the primary election for that public office are void, unless the qualifying 
period for the office reopened and closed without additional candidates qualifying for the office. If additional 
candidates qualify for the office and the votes for the primary will be void for that fC!ISOn, the clerk of coon 
with whom any of the additional candidates qualified shall immediately publish in the official journal of the 
parish a notice to the electorate that the election for that office has been voided because new candidates 
qualified. Such notice shall include the dates for the rescheduled primary and general elections. If the election . 
district includes all or part of more than one parish, the clerk of coon shall notify the secretary of state, who 
shall notify the clerk of coon of each of the parishes, and the clerk of coon shall publish such notice. If the 
additional candidates have qualified with the secretary of state, he shall publish such notice in the official state 
journal. 

(2) If all the votes cast in a primary election for a public office are void because of the death of a 
candidate, the primary election for the office shall be held on the date of the general election, and the general 
election for the office shall be held on the fourth Saturday after the primary election. However, if the primary 
election is held on the date scheduled for a congressional general election, the general election for the office 
shall be held on the fifth Saturday after the primary election. 

Acts J976, No. 697, §J, elf Jan. J, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, elf Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292, §1, elf July 6, 1978; Acts 1980, No. 445, §1, ejJ. July 21, 1980; Acts 1982, No. 10, §1, elf Jan. 1, 
J983; Acts 1988, No. 329, §1; Acts J988, No. 909, §1, ejJ. Jan. J, 1989; Acts 199J, No. 20J, §2, ejJ. Jan. 1, 
J992. 
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§470. Disposition of notices of candidacy; qualifying fees; nomination petitions 

A. Notices of candidacy. (I) Upon receipt of a notice of candidacy. the secretary of state or the clerk of 
court. as the case may be. shall endorse upon it the date and time of filing and either the amount of the 
qualifying fee paid by the candidate or a statement that a nominating petition was filed by the candidate. A 
certified copy of the original notice.pf candidacy shall be furnished to the candidate at the time he qualifies with 
the clerk of court but after the date "and time bave been endorsed thereon. 

(2) At the time a candidate files his notice of candidacy with the clerk of court it shall become a public 
record and shall be recorded by the clerk of court in the same manner as sales of immovables and the 
recordation of mortgages and miscellaneous acts are recorded with him. The clerk of court shall place all 
notices of candidacy for each election in a separate book which he shall keep in his office. and each such notice 
of candidacy shall be the official document and the official public record. The clerk of court shall daily post 
a list of all the candidates. and the offices for which they qualify. whose notices of candidacy bave been filed 
with his office. 

(3)(a) After the close of the qualifying period. the secretary of state shall transmit a list of the candidates 
who have qualified with him to the clerk of court in each parish in which the office is to be voted on. After 
the close of the qualifying period for candidates in a primary election. the clerk of court shall immediately 
transmit to the secretary of state a certified list of the candidates for each office who bave qualified with him. 
This list shall include the name of each candidate as said candidate designated his name to appear on the ballot 
on his notice of candidacy form. The clerk shall also immediately forward qualifying fees for candidates to the 
secretary of state. 

(b) If a notice of candidacy. together with the qualifying fee or a nominating petition. is not filed timely 
or is filed with the wrong official. the official receiving the papers shall endorse the date and time of receipt 
upon them and shall return them forthwith. either personally or by registered or certified mail. to the candidate 
filing them. 

B. Qualifying fees. The secretary of state shall deliver all qualifying fees to the state treasurer. who shall 
place the qualifying fees in an escrow account and from that account shall make all refunds required by R.S. 
18:501(B). After all required refunds have been made. the treasurer shall remit all funds remaining in the 
escrow account to the state treasury in accordance with law. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 523. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292. §I. eff. July 6.1978; Acts 1980. No. 786. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1981; Acts 1988. No. 909. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 
1989; Acts 1991. 1st E.S .• No. I. §I. eff. Sept. 1. 1991. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991. 1st E.S .• No. I. §3. 

§470.1. List of candidates 

The secretary of state shall furnish the Supervisory Committee. Campaign Fmance Disclosure Act, an 
alphabetical listing of the candidates for each of the offices to be voted on in each election. For a primary 
election. the list shall be furnished no later than five days after the close of the qualifying period for candidates 
and for a general election. no later than the day after the day on which the primary election returns are 
promulgated. For pwposes of this Section. "candidate" shall be defined as in R.S. 18:1483. 

Added by Acts 1980. No. 786, §2, eff. Jan. 1.1981. 

§471. Acts performed with or by clerk of court 

Wherever in this Code any act is required to be performed with or by the clerk of court. such act shall be 
performed in the office of the clerk and may be performed by or with the clerk of court or any deputy clerk 
employed by him designated by him for the pwpose. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. 

SUBPART C. QUALIFYING FOR A GENERAL ELECTION 

§481. Candidates wbo qualify for a general election 

The candidates who qualify for each office remaining to be filled in the general election are those who 
received the two highest numbers of votes. the four highest numbers of votes. and so on among those not elected 
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in the primary election, until the maximum number of candidates for each office on the general election ballot 
is reached. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§482. Number of candidates wbo may qualify for a general election 
", 

Except in the case of a tie vote, the number of candidates for an office who may qualify for the general 
election is twice the number of persons remaining to be elected to the office. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§483. Effect of tie vote in a primary election 

If, as a result of a tie vote in a primary election, the number of candidates who would qualify for the general 
election is more than twice the number of persons remaining to be elected to the office, all of the candidates 
who received the same number of votes in the primary election qualify for the general election. ' 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

SUBPART D. OBJECTIONS TO CANDIDACY 

§491. Standing to object to candidacy 

A registered voter may bring an action objecting to the candidacy of a person who qualified as a candidate 
in a primary election for an office for which the plaintiff is qualified to vote. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§492. Grounds for an objection to candidacy 

An action objecting to the candidacy of a person who qualified as a candidate in a primary election shall 
be based on one or more of the following grounds: 

(I) The defendant failed to qualify for the primary election in the manner prescribed by law; 

(2) The defendant failed to qualify for the primary election within the time prescribed by law; 

(3) ·The defendant does not meet the qualifications for the office he seeks in the primary election; or 

(4) The defendant is prohibited by law from becoming a candidate for one or more of the offices for which 
he qualified in the primary election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§493. Tune ror objecting to candidacy 

An action objecting to candidacy shall be commenced in a court of competent jurisdiction within seven days 
after the close of qualifications for candidates in the primary election. After the expiration of the time period 
set forth in this Section, no action shall be commenced objecting to candidacy based on the grounds for 
objections to candidacy contained in R.S. 18:492 above. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1993. 

§494. Effect of sustaining an objectinn to candidacy 

A. Disqualification. When an objection to candidacy is sustained on the ground that the defendant failed 
to qualify for the primary election in the manner prescribed by law, that the defendant failed to qualify for the 
primary election within the time prescribed by law, or that the defendant does not meet the qualifications for 
the office he seeks, the fina1 judgment shall disqualify the defendant as a candidate in the primary election for 
the office for which be failed to qualify properly. 

B. Withdrawal. When an objection to candidacy is sustained on the ground that the defendant is prohibited 
by law from becoming a candidate for one or more of the offices for which he qualified in the primary election, 
the final judgment shall order the defendant to remove the grounds for the objection by withdrawing from the 
primary election for one or more of the offices. If the defendant fails to comply with this jUdgment within 
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twenty-four hours after it becomes definitive. the court shall render judgment disqualifying the defendant as a 
candidate for all of the offices for which he qualified in the primary election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §I, eff Jan. 1, 1978. 

SUBPART E. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATES 

§501. Procedure for withdrawal; refund of qualifying fees 

A. Procedure for withdrawal. Prior to the close of the polls on election day. a candidate in a primary or 
general election may withdraw from the election by filing notice of his withdrawal. signed by the candidate and 
duly acknowledged by him before an officer authorized to administer oaths. with the secretary of state. who shall 
forward a copy of the notice of withdrawal filed by a local or municipal candidate to the president of the board 
of election supervisors and the clerk of court of the parish in which the candidate has qualified. 

B. Refund of qualifying fees. If the withdrawal is filed prior to the fifty-sixth day before the election. fifty 
percent of the qualifying fee paid by the candidate shall be refunded by the state treasurer from the escrow 
account in which these deposits were credited. If the withdrawal is filed on or after the fifty-sixth day before 
the election. the deposit shall not be refunded. However. if the fifty-sixth day falls on or before the seventh day 
following the last day for qualifying, the candidate shall have until the seventh day following the last day for 
qualifying to receive such a refund. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1984, No. 672, §I; Acts 1987, No. 831, §I, eff Jan. 1,1988; 
Acts 1988, No. 329, §I; Acts 1990, No. 107, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1991. 

§502. Effect of withdrawal 

A notice of withdrawal shall be effective when it is filed with the secretary of state, and the candidate who 
filed the notice no longer shall be qualified as a candidate in the election from which he withdrew. If the 
election ballot was printed with a withdrawn candidate's name on it, any votes received by the withdrawn 
candidate shall be null and void and shall not be counted for any purpose whatsoever. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, eff. June 26, 1981. 

SUBPART F. ELECTION OF CANDIDATES 

1511. Election of candidates in a primary election 

A. Majority vote. A candidate who receives a majority of the votes cast for an office in a primary election 
is elected. If there are two or more offices of the same character to be filled, the number of votes necessary 
to constitute a majority shall be greater than the result obtained by dividing the total votes cast for all of the 
candidates by the number of offices to be filled and dividing the result so obtained by two. If more candidates 
receive a majority than there are offices to be filled, those of such candidates receiving the highest total of votes 
shall be elected. to the number required to fill all of the offices. Any votes received by a withdrawn candidate 
or a deceased candidate shall be void and shall not be counted for any purpose whatsoever. 

B. Election of unopposed candidates for public office. If. after the close of the qualifying period for 
candidates in a primary election. the number of candidates for a public office does not exceed the number of 
persons to be elected to the office. the candidates for that office. or those remaining after the withdrawal of one 
or more candidates. are declared elected by the people. and their names shall not appear on the ballot in either 
the primary or the general election. 

C. Election of unopposed candidates for membership on party committees. If. after the close of the 
qualifying period for candidates in a primary election. the number of candidates for membership on a political 
party committee does not exceed the number of members to be elected to the committee. the candidates for 
membership on that political party committee. or those remaining after the death or withdrawal of One or more 
candidates. are declared elected by the people. and their names shall not appear on the ballot in either the 
primary or the general election. 

D. Effect of a tie vote. If. as a result of a tie vote in a primary election. the number of candidates who 
would be elected to an office exceeds the number of persons to be elected to the office. the can~dates who 
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received the same majority of the votes cast in the primary election are not elected, but they are qualified as. 
candidates in the general election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1988, 
No. 909, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1989. 

',. 
§S12. Election of candidates in B general election 

A. Generally. The candidate who receives the most votes cast for an office in a general election is elected. 
If there are two or more offices of the same character to be filled, those candidates receiving the highest total 
number of votes shall be elected, to the number required to fill all of the offices. 

B. Election of unopposed candidates. If, as a result of the death or withdrawal of one or more candidates, 
the number of candidates for an office in a general election does not exceed the number of persons to be elected 
to the office, the remaining candidates are declared elected by the people, and their names shall not appear on 
the ballot in the general election. . 

C. Effect of a tie vote. If, as a result of a tie vote in a general election, the number of candidates who 
would be elected to an office exceeds the number of persons to be elected to the office, the candidates who 
received the same number of votes for that office in the general election are not elected. The election for 
officers thus not elected shall be returned to the people on the third Saturday after the date on which the results 
in the election at which the tie vote occurred were promulgated. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1982, 
No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1983. 

§S13. Certification of candidates eJected 

A. Certification of candidates elected for a full term. Within thirty days after the date on which a general 
election is scheduled to be held the secretary of state shall certify the name of each candidate elected for a full 
term to the appropriate official in the following manner: 

(I) The name of a candidate elected to the state legislature and the district from which he was elected shall 
be certified to the appropriate house of the state legislature, and the name of the candidate shall be entered on 
the rolls of the appropriate house by the secretary of the Senate or the clerk of the House of Representatives. 

(2) The name of a candidate elected to Congress and the election results shall be certified as provided by 
R.S. 18:li77. 

(3) The name of a candidate elected as a presidential elector and the election results shall be certified as 
provided by R.S. 18:1261. 

(4) The name of the candidate elected to membership on a political party committee shall be certified to 
the chairman of the political party committee to which the candidate was elected. 

(5) The name of a candidate elected to any other office, except governor or lieutenant governor, shall be 
certified to the governor, who shall issue a commission to the elected official on the date the term begins as 
provided by law or the home rule cbaner or plan of government If the date the term begins for an official of 
a municipality elected in accordance with RS. 18:402(C) is not provided for, the term shall begin July first 
following the election. If the date the term begins for any other elected official is not provided by law or borne 
rule cbaner or plan of government, the governor sball issue a commission: 

a To an official elected for a full term at the gubernatorial election, within thirty days after the date on 
which the governor is inaugurated. 

b. To an official elected for a full term at the congressional election, within thirty days after the name of 
the official bas been certified to the governor by the secretary of state. 

c. To an official elected for a full term at a municipal election not held at the time of a congressional or 
gubernatorial election, within thirty days after the name of the official bas been certified to the governor by the 
secretary of state. 

d. To an official elected at a special election to fill an unexpired term, within thirty days after the name 
of the official bas been certified to the governor by the secretary of state. 
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e. To an official elected to the Jefferson Parish Council, within thirty days after the name of the official 
has been cenified to the governor by the secretary of state, such commission to be issued by the then incumbent 
governor. 

B. Cenification of candidates elected for an unexpired term. If a candidate is elected at a special primary 
or general election for an unexpired term or if he is elected at such an election by the people without opposition, 
the secretary of state shall promptly cenify the name of the candidate elected to the appropriate official as 
provided in Paragraphs (I) through (5) of Subsection A of this Section. 

C. If the secretary of state receives a proclamation calling a special election in accordance with the 
provision of R.S. 18:583(A), prior to cenifying a candidate's name as required by this Section, the secretary of 
state shall not be required to cenify the name of the candidate as being elected to the office. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 630, §1; Acts 1978, No. 720, §2, eff. July 17, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 444, eff. July 21, 1980; Acts 1986, No. 815, §J. 

§S14, Parish with municipality population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more; municipal and 
parocbial officers; date of taking office 

All elected parochial and municipal officers in a parish containing a municipality with a population of four 
hundred seventy-five thousand or more shall take office on the first Monday in May of 1982 and each four years 
thereafter. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 618, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 398, §1; Acts 1990, No. 
107, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1. 

PART V. VOTERS AND VOTING 

SUBPART A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§Sll. Qualifications of voters 

A. Candidates for public office. All persons who have registered to vote in this state prior to the time the 
registration records are closed as required in R.S 18: 135 may vote in the election for any candidates except those 
seeking membership on a committee of a political party with which the voter is not registered as being affiliated. 

B. Candidates for party office. (I) In a primary or general election at which members of a political party 
committee are voted on, only qualified voters who are registered as being affiliated with the same political party 
as the candidates for membership on a political party comntittee may vote on such candidates. The 
commissioner of elections sball adjust the voting machines so that the candidates for membership on a political 
party committee may only be voted on by voters who are registered as being affiliated with the same political 
party as the candidates. 

(2) The qualification of a voter to vote on a candidate for membership On a political party committee sball 
be subject to the following provisions: 

(a) A change of party affiliation in his registration sball not permit the registrant to vote for any candidate 
for membership on a committee of the political party to which be has thus affiliated within twenty-four days 
after the date on which the registrar notes the change on the original application form. During this same period 
he may not vote for any candidate for membership on a party committee for the political party which he has 
renounced and abandoned, and the registrar sball so inform him; 

(b) A designation of party affiliation by a registrant previously not affiliated with a party renders the 
registrant eligible to vote in the election next following the designation which is at least twenty-four days after 
the date on which the registrar notes the party affiliation on the original application form; and 

(c) A designation of no party affiliation by a registrant previously affiliated with a party shall be effective 
for elections held at least twenty-four days after the date on which the registrar notes the no-party affiliation on 
the original application form. During this same period he may not vote for any candidate for membership on 
a party committee for the political party which he has renounced and abandoned. and the registrar sball so 
inform him. 
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C. Change of residence. (1) A registrant who changes his residence from one precinct to another in the 
same parish shall retain the right to vote in the precinct from which he has removed, as to all issues upon which 
he was entitled to vote prior to his change of residence, until he changes his registration as provided in RS. 
18: 11 O(A). Upon Changing registration, such registrant shall have the right to vote in the precinct to which he 
has moved in accordance with law. 

(2) A registrant who changes his residence from one parish to another shall retain the right to vote in the 
parish from which he has removed, as to all issues upon which be was entitled to vote prior to his change of 
residence, until he registers in the parish to which he has moved or until three months after he has moved, 
whichever is sooner. Upon registering in the parish to which he has moved, such registrant shall have the right 
to vote in such parish in accordance with law. After the three-month period, he shall no longer have the right 
to vote in the parish from which he has moved. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, efJ. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1980, No. 506, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 10, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1983; AclS 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1988, 
No. 909, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1989; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1995. 

§522. Number of candidates for whom a voter may vote 

A A voter in a primary or a general election must cast at least one vote on the ballot before leaving the 
voting machine. 

B. A voter in a primary or general election may vote for as many of the candidates for an office as there 
are persons to be elected to the office, or he may vote for fewer. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jon. 1, 1978. 

SUBPART B. PLACES FOR VOTING 

§531. Places for voting in primary and general elections 

A. Except as otherwise provided by law, a voter in a primary or general election shall vote at the polling 
place in the precinct where he is registered to ·vote. 

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the contrary, whenever the polling place to which a voter 
is assigned is inaccessible to him by reason of a physical handicap, the voter may cast his vote at the polling 
place nearest the precinct at which he is registered which is accessible to the voter, provided such polling place 
is within the same congressional, senatorial, representative, school board, police jury, councilmanic and all other 
districts as the precinct at which he is registered. To be permitted to cast his vote at another precinct. the voter, 
not less than ten days before the election, shall produce satisfactory evidence of his handicap to the registras of 
voters in the parish in which he is registered. If, in the opinion of the registras, the voter, due to the physical 
handicap, is unable to cast his vote at the precinct in which he is registered, the registras shall issue to the voter 
special authorization to cast his vote at another specifically named precinct as provided herein and shall transfer 
the registration certificate of such voter to that precinct. The authorization so issued shali be shown by the voter 
to the commissioners at the polling place. The right of a voter to cast his vote in a precinct within the ward 
and district other than the one in which he is registered shall remain effective for subsequent elections until the 
voter no longer is in need of the right to vote in another precinct The voter shall notify the registras of voters 
immediately if for any reason such need no longer exists. 

AclS 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 755, §1, eff. Jon. i, 1978. 

1532. Establislllnent of precincts 

A Subject to the provisions of RS. 18:532.1 and 1903, the governing authority of each parish shall 
establish precincts, define the territorial limits for which each precinct is established, prescribe their boundaries, 
and designate the precincts. The governing authority of each parish shall by ordinance adopt the establishment 
and boundaries of each precinct in accordance with the timetable as set forth herein and in accordance with RS. 
18:532.1. 

B.( 1) Each precinct shall be a contiguous, compact area having clearly defined and clearly observable 
boundaries coinCiding with visible featureS readily distinguishable on the ground such as designated highways, 
roads, streets, rivers, or canals. except where the precinct boundary is coterminous with the boundary of a parish 
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or an incorporated place when the boundaries of a single precinct contain the entire geographic area of the 
incorporated place. 

(2) No precinct shall be wholly contained within the territorial boundaries of another precinct, except that 
a precinct which contains the entire geographical area of an incorporated place and in which the total number 
of registered voters at the last general election was less than two hundred fifty may be so contained. 

(3) No precinct shall contain more than two thousand two hundred registered voters within its geographic 
boundaries. Within thirty days after the completion of each canvass, the registrar of voters of each parish shall 
notify the parish governing authority of every precinct in the parish which contains more than two thousand two 
hundred registered voters within its geographic boundaries. Within sixty days of such notification, the parish 
governing authority shall divide such precincts by a visible feature in accordance with R.S. 18:532.1. 

C. Each parish governing authority shall provide and maintain at all times a suitable map showing the 
current geographical boundaries with designation of precincts and a word description of the precinct geographical 
boundaries. Each parish governing authority shall send a copy of each map, with description attached, to the 
registrar of voters, the secretary of state, and the commissioner of elections. The map may be composed of one 
or more sheets but each sheet shall not exceed three feet by four feet. The map shall include all existing roads, 
streets, railroad tracks, and drainage features but shall not include underground utility lines, land use and zoning 
symbols or Shadings, symbols for vegetation cover, topographic contour lines, and similar items that obscure 
the basic street pattern and names. All features, names, tides, and symbols on the map shall be clearly shown 
and legible. The map sheet of the entire parish shall be on a scale of one inch equals one mile to one inch 
equals two miles. Map sheets of each incorporated place within the parish shall be on a scale of one inch equals 
eight hundred feet to one inch equals sixteen hundred feet. Each map sheet shall indicate the date of the base 
map or the date of last revision. Wherever the boundaries of a precinct or incorporated place are coterminous, 
they shall be clearly indicated as such. 

D. The parish governing authority shall also furnish, a map clearly indicating the boundaries of each parish 
governing authority district, school board district, special election district, representative district, and senate 
district. 

E.(l) In complying with the provisions of this Section for the establishment of precincts and the 
prescription of their boundaries, each parish governing authority and registrar of voters shall coordinate with the 
secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees, pursuant to their 
authority to submit a plan for census data for reapportioD\flent under the provisions of Chapter 13 of Tide 18 
of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, and shall adopt or adjust precinct boundaries as may be necessary 
to comply with this Section. 

(2) Each parish governing authority shall by ordinance adopt a proposal for the establishment or adjustment 
of precinct boundaries, in compliance with this Section, no later than June IS, 1986, provided that any 
establishment of a precinct or adjustment of a precinct boundary to comply with this Section shall be effective 
for the following purposes at the follOwing times: 

(a) Not later than January I, 1990, for the purpose of establishing block boundaries for the 1990 federal 
decennial census. 

(b) Not later than forty-five days prior to the opening date for qualifying as a candidate for any election. 
held at the 1991 gubernatorial primary election, for all purposes. Within fifteen days after the adoption of the 
ordinance, the parish governing authority shall send to the secretary and the clerk a certified copy of the 
ordinance and a copy of a map showing the new boundaries together with a written description of such 
boundaries. 

(3) If any parish governing authority fails to comply with the provisions of this Section by June IS, 1986, 
the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees, shall immediately 
notify the anorney general of such noncompliance. The attorney general shall, upon receipt of such notice, in 
accordance with R.S. 18:537 institute an action against said governing authority to compel compliance with this 
Section. 

(4) Norwithstanding the provisions of R.S:18:532.I(A) and (B) or any other law to the contrary, the 
proposed precinct boundaries submitted to the United States Bureau of the Census by a parish through the 
secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees, and approved by the 
Bmeau of the Census as block boundaries for the 1990 Census, shall be the precinct boundaries of any parish 
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in which the parish governing authority has failed to adopt by ordinance on or before December 31, 1988 a 
proposal for the establishment or adjustment of precinct boundaries as required by this Section. The precinct 
boundaries established pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph shall be effective as provided in R.S. 
18:532(E)(2). 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended I1y Acts 1977, No. 523, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1978; 
Acts 1978, No. 298, §I, eff. July 10, 1978; Acts 1982, No. 559, §I, eff. July 22, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 670, §I, 
eff. July 16,1985; Acts 1986, No. 286, §I, eff. June 30,1986; Acts 1988, No. 329, §I; Acts 1988, No. 403, §I, 
eff. July 10, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 629, §I; Acts 1992, No. 788, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1993; Acts 1992, No. 803, §I. 

§S31.1. Changing precinct boundaries 

A. The parish governing authority shall have authority. in accordance with this Section. to change the 
configuration. boundaries. or designation of an election precinct. Any change so determined shall be adopted 
by ordinance of the parish governing authority. Within fifteen days after adoption of the ordinance, the parish 
governing authority shall send to the secretary of state a certified copy of the ordinance and a copy of the map 
showing the new precinct boundaries and designations together with a written description of such boundaries. 
The parish governing authority shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 18: 1941 when changing precinct 
boundaries. 

B. After June 15. 1986. a parish governing authority shall only change a precinct by dividing the precinct 
into two or more precincts except: 

(I) Repealed I1y Acts 1990, No. 629, §2. 

(2) When in order to make it more convenient for voters to vote. or to facilitate the administration of the 
election process. or to accomplish reapportionment, it becomes necessary to consolidate all or pan of a precinct 
with adjacent precincts. a pan or pans may be consolidated but only when the pans that are joined are in the 
same voting district. 

(3) Any establishment, division. or consolidation of precincts as provided in Paragraphs (I) and (2) herein 
shall be considered a change in precinct boundaries and shall be subject to the requirements of this Section. 

C.(I) The parish governing authority shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 18:532(A). (B). and (C) 
when changing any precinct boundary. Prior to January I. 1993. any precinct boundary resulting from an 
establishment of a precinct or precincts or change in precinct boundary shall coincide with a visible feature 
which is a tabulation boundary depicted on United States Bureau of the Census maps prepared for the 1990 
federal decennial census. After December 31. 1992. any precinct boundary resulting from an establishment of 
a precinct or precincts or change in precinct boundary shall coincide with a visible feature depicted on a base 
map that will be used by the United States Bureau of the Census to determine visible tabulation boundaries for 
the federal decennial census. 

(2)(a) In determining features to be used as precinct boundaries. the parish governing authority shall consult 
with the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees. The parish 
governing authority shall submit proposed changes in precinct boundaries to the secretary and the clerk or their 
designees on United States Bureau of the Census maps prepared for the 1990 federal decennial census and. 
wbere practicable. by electronic medium. No change in a precinct boundary may be made by the parish 
governing authority without prior review and approval by the secretary and the clerk or their designees. except 
as provided in this Subparagraph. Such review shall consist of a determination whether the proposed precinct 
change coincides with a visible feature depicted on a base map that will be used by the United States Bureau 
of the Census to determine visible tabulation boundaries for the federal decennial census. 

(b) The secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees shall send 
a repon of the findings resulting from the review to the parish governing authority within fony·five days after 
the receipt of the proposed precinct changes. If the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of 
Representatives or their designees fail to respond within forty-five days after the receipt of the proposed precinct 
changes. the proposed visible feature for precinct boundaries shall be deemed to be approved by the secretary 
of the Senate and the clerk of the House of ~ntatives or their designees. 

(3)(a) In addition to the requirements of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. when the proposed precinct 
cbange involves a consolidation authorized by Paragraph B(2) of this Section. prior to adoption by ordinance. 
the parish governing authority shall submit proposed changes of the consolidation to the commissioner of 
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elections. No change in a precinct consolidation may be made by the parish governing authority without prior 
review and approval by the commissioner of elections, except as provided in this Subparagraph. Such review 
shall consist of a detennination whether the proposed consolidation of the precincts establishes a precinct or 
precincts where all pans of each proposed new precinct are in the same voting district. 

(b) The commissioner of elections shall send a repon of the findings resulting from the review to the parish 
governing authority within fony-five days after the receipt of the proposed precinct changes. If the 
commissioner of elections fails to respond within fony-five days after the receipt of the proposed precinct 
consolidations, the proposed consolidations shall be deemed to be approved by the commissioner of elections. 
No precinct shall be consolidated until all local governing authorities and the parish or city school board within 
the area affected by the consolidation have completed redistricting and been precleared by the United States 
Department of Justice. 

D. In accordance with R.S. 18:1903, on and after January I, 1989, no election precinct shall be created, 
divided, abolished, or consolidated, or the boundaries thereof otherwise changed between January first of any 
year which last digit is nine and December thiny-first of any year which last digit is zero, unless ordered by a 
coun of competent jurisdiction. 

E.(1) A precinct shall not be changed, and no precinct shall be established or altered in any way as a result 
of annexation, alphabetical division by voter surname, or otherwise, during the period commencing on the date 
the qualifying period opens and ending on the date of the general election. 

(2) For an election which is exclusively for bonds, taxes, and other propositions or questions and for no 
other kind of election, a precinct shall not be changed during the period commencing on the fony-sixth· day 
prior to the election and ending on the date of the election. 

(3) No precinct change that is made prior to the date the qualifying period opens or, in the case of an 
election exclUSively for bonds, taxes, and other propositions or questions, prior to the fony-sixth day before the 
election shall become effective for those elections, respectively, unless the information required in Subsection 
A herein, including a statement of no objection to the change from the United States attorney general, is received 
by the secretary of state prior to the date the qualifying period opens or prior to the fony-sixth day before the 
election, as the case may be. 

F. Within fifteen days after the adoption of the ordinance as provided in this Section, the parish governing 
authority shall send to the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives as well as the 
secretary of state and commissioner of elections a certified copy of the ordinance and a copy of a map showing 
the new precinct boundaries together with a written description of such boundaries. 

G. Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 418, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

H. The provisions of this Subsection shall supercede the provisions ofR.S. 18:532.I(A), (B), (0), and R.S. 
18:1903, and any other law to the contrary. 

(1) The precinct boundaries submitted to the United States Bureau of the Census by a parish through the 
secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees, and approved by the 
Bureau of the Census as block boundaries for the 1990 Census, shall not be divided, abolished, consolidated, 
or the boundaries otherwise changed until after December 31, I m, unless ordered by a coun of competent 
jurisdiction. 

(2) NOtwithstanding the provision contained in R.S. 18:532.1 (H)( I), if a parish is unable to meet applicable 
state and federal guidelines in the creation of its reapportionment plan, such parish may divide a precinct into 
two or more precincts by a visible feature which is a census tabulation boundary during the time period of April 
I, 1991 through May IS, 1991. 

(a) Such parish shall include such precinct changes in its ordinance defining such reapportionment plan. 

(b) A certified copy of the ordinance including any such precinct changes and reapportionment plan must 
be sent to the secretary of state, the secretary of the Senate, the clerk of the House of Representatives, and the 
registrar of voters of the parish within fifteen days after the adoption of the ordinance. 

(c) In the event that the Department of Justice objects to a parish reapportionment plan, such parish may 
divide a precinct into two or more precincts by a visible feature which is a census tabulation boundary in order 
to satisfy said objections of the Department of Justice. 
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(d) Such precincts shall not be divided, abolished, or consolidated Or the boundaries otherwise changed 
during the time period of September I, 1991 through December 31, 1992. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 559, §I, eff. July 22, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 670, §I, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts 1986, 
No. 286, §I, eff. June 30, 1986; Acts 1987, No. 831, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 329, §I; Acts 1988, 
No. 909, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 288, §I, eff. July 5, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 629, §§I and 2; Acts 
1992, No. 803, §I; Acts 1993, No. 418, §§I and 2, eff. Jan. I, 1994. 

*NOTE: The word "forty-sixth" in R.S. 18:532.I(E)(2) is as it appears in Acts 1988, No. 329, §I; the word 
"forty-jifth" is used in Acts 1988, No. 909, §I and in prior law. 

§S33. Establishment and location of poUing places 

A. Establishment. The governing authority of each parish shall establish one polling place for each 
precinct. Each polling place shall be equipped with proper electric current, fixtures. and outlets necessary to 
properly operate the voting machines and otherwise to conduct the election. Each polling place shan have 
sanitary facilities available. 

B. Location. (I) Except as otherwise provided in this Subsection, the polling place for a precinct shall 
be located in the precinct in a suitable public building and all public bodies are hereby required to allow the use 
of public buildings as voting precincts without cost or charge when the parish governing authority requires it. 
If no public building is available, then a precinct may be located on private property. The parish governing 
authority shall inform the commissioner of elections as to whether the parish polling places are located in public 
buildings or on private property. 

(2) When. after the exercise of due diligence, the governing authority of a parish is unable to secure a 
location for a polling place within a precinct, the governing authority may select a location for the polling place 
which is within the nearest precinct having proper facilities. All other laws relating to the establishment and 

. location of a polling place shall be complied with. The governing authority shall take all reasonable Steps to 
notify the residents of the precinct of the location of the polling place. 

C. Prohibited locations. A polling place shall not be located in or on the grounds of: 

(1) A place where beverages of high or low alcoholic content are dispensed to the public. but this 
prohibition shall not prevent the location of a polling place on premises housing a nonprofit organization whose 
principal business is not the dispensing of beverages of high or low alcoholic content, but no such alcoholic 
beverages shall be dispensed on such premises during election day or for three hours before the polls open. 

(2) A jail, penitentiary, or other penal institution. 

(3) A mental hospital or a mental health center. 

(4) An eleemosynary institution wbere wards of the state are confined or housed at state expense, except 
educational institutions and the United States Marine Hospital No. 88 at Carville. 

(5) Private property owned, occupied, or leased by a candidate in the election or the spouse of any such 
candidate, or an officer or employee of the state or any of its political subdivisions. 

D. Payment for use of private pioperty. When it is necessary to pay for the use of private property as a 
polling place. the payment shall not exceed one hundred doUars for each election. 

E. Lease. Prior to the designation by the governing authority of any polling place to be located on private 
property, the governing authority shall enter into a written lease for such property which lease shall state that 
the property is to be used as a polling place for a specified precinct and that the polling place is not owned, 
occupied, or leased by a candidate in the election, or a spouse of any such candidalc, or an officer or employee 
of the state or any of its political subdivisions. Such lease shall be recorded in the office of the clerk of court 
for the parish wberein such pioperty is located and in addition shall be prominently posted in the office of the 
registrar of voters. After July I, 1986, the lease shall also be filed with the commissioner of elections. The 
commissioner of elections shall not pay precinct rental for a polling place if a copy of the lease thereon bas not 
been properly filed, unless a change in the location of the polling place was necessitated immediately prior to 
the election and the governing authority lacked sufficient time to transmit a copy of the lease to the 
commissioner of elections prior to the election. Lease contracts shall be filed with the commissioner of elections 
not later than two months after the election for payment to be made by the commissioner of elections. Payments 
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on leases filed later than two months following an election will not be made by the commissioner of elections 
except for subsequent elections. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 580, §1; Acts 1980, No. 506, §/, eff. 
Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1984, No. 426, §1; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, /99/. 

' .. 
§534. Change of polling places 

A. Once a polling place is established, it may only be changed by a vote of the parish governing authority. 

B. The location of a polling place shall not be changed during the period commencing on the date the 
qualifying period opens and ending on the date of the general election or, in the case of an election date 
exclusively for bond, tax, or other propositions or questions, during the period commencing on the fony·sixth 
day prior to the election and ending on the day of the election unless the polling place becomes unavailable due 
to an emergency caused by an act of God or when privately owned propeny being used as a polling place 
becomes unavailable through no fault of the governing authority. . 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. /, 1981; Acts /982. 
No. 559. §/. eff. July 22. 1982; Acts 1988, No. 909. §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 
1994. 

§535. Notice of location of precincts and polling places 

A. Establishment and change. When a precinct or polling place is established or changed, notice of its 
location shall be published by the parish governing authority. The publication shall be in the official journal 
of the parish. 

B. Before primary elections. The parish board of election supervisors shall publish the location of the 
polling places in the parish at least once before each primary election. The publication shall be in the official 
journal of the parish during the third week before the primary election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1978. No. 292, §1, eff. July 6. 1978. 

§536. Notice of change of location of polling place 

A. When a parish governing authority, in accordance with the proviSions of RS. 18:534, changes the 
location of a polling place during the period commencing on the date the qualifying period opens and ending 
on the date of the general election or during the period commencing on the fony·sixth day prior to an election 
and ending on the day of the election for an election date exclusively for bond, tax, or other propositions or 
questions, the governing authority shall give adequate notice of the change of the location to each voter 
registered to vote at that polling place and to each candidate to be voted on at that polling place, if applicable, 
in the following manner: 

(I) Each candidate shall be given immediate notice by telephone and by certified mail of the new location 
of the polling place. 

(2) A sign shall be posted at the former polling place directing voters to the new location of the polling 
place. 

(3) An employee of the parish governing authority shall be stationed at the former polling place for the 
purpose of directing potential voters to the new location of the polling place. Such employee shall be required 
to take the constitutional oath or affirmation. The clerk of court shall administer the oath. 

(4) If reasonable time exists, the notice of the change in location shall be published by the parish governing 
authority in the official journal of the parish' and in any other newspaper of general circulation in the precinct 
or precincts affected. Publication of the notice shall appear under the heading, NOnCE OF CHANGE OF 
POLLING PLACE. 

B. The governing authority may take such other reasonable steps as it deems necessary or desirable to 
inform the voters and the candidates of the change in location, including but not limited to posting notices on 
utility poles and advertisements in the electronic media. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 580, §2. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. I, /981; Acts 1993, No. 
418, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1994. 
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§S37. Enforcement, venue; penalty 

A. In each instance in which the provisions of R.S. 18:533(E). or 18:536 are violated. each person 
registered to vote at the affected polling place. and each candidate to he voted on at the affected polling place 
may institute an action to enforce those provisions. Except as otherwise provided in this Section. such action 
shall he governed by the provisiol\s of Chapter 9 of this Title. 

B. In each instance in which the provisions of R.S. 18:532 and 532.1 are not complied with. the attorney 
general shall institute an action to enforce those provisions. 

C. Actions or proceedings instituted pursuant to R.S. 18:537(B) shall he instituted in the district court for 
the parish where the state capitol is situated. 

D. The defendant shall pay the court costs and reasonable attorney fees incurred in any action or proceeding 
instituted pursuant to R.S. 18:537(B). 

E. The state shall not pay to any parish governing authority the cost of ballots. election materials. or any 
election expenses incurred by the clerks of court and registrars of voters. as defined in Chapter 8-A of Title 18 
of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, while said parish governing authority is in noncompliance with R.S. 
18:532 or R.S. 18:532.1. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 559, §I, eff. July 22. 1982.
Acts 1985. No. 670, §I, eff. July 16, 1985. 

SUBPART C. TIME FOR VOTING 

§541. Opening and closing of the polls 

In the primary and general elections, the polls shall open at 6:00 a.m. on election day and shall close at 8:00 
p.m. on election day. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 

§541. Termination of voting 

A person who is in line to vote when the polls close on election day shall he allowed to vote. Voting in 
a primary or general election shall terminate (I) when the polls close, if no one is in line to vote at that time, 
or (2) when all the persons who were in line to vote at 8:00 p.m. have been allowed to vote. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 

SUBPART D. PREPARATION FOR VOTING 

ISSI. Ballots 

A. Preparation. The secretary of state sha1I prepare and certify the absentee ballots and the ballots to he 
used on the voting machines in primary and geoera1 elections. 

B. Titles of offices. (I) The titles of the offices to be voted on in a primary or general election shall be 
printed on the ballot in capital letters in the following order: 

(a) President and vice president. 

(b) Presidential nominees in a presidential preference primary. 

(c) State offices-governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state. attorney general. treasurer. commissioner 
of agriculture. commissioner of insurance. commissioner of elections. United States senator. United States 
representative. justice of the supreme court. judge of a court of appeal, member of the public service 
commission. member of another state board or commission. and any other state office. 

(d) Loca1 offices-state senator. state representative. district judge. district attorney. judge of a parish court. 
sheriff, clerk of court. assessor. coroner. police juror. judge and marshal of a city court. member of a school 
bow. member of other 1nca1 boards and commissions. justice of the peace. and other local offices. 
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(e) Municipal offices--mayor, chief of police or marshal, alderman or member of a city council, member 
of a municipal board or commission, and other municipal offices. 

(f) Political party offices-member of a state central committee, member-at-large of a parish executive 
committee, and member of a parish executive committee from a political subdivision. If an election for a 
political party office appears on the same ballot with an election for presidential nominees in a presidential 
preference primary election, the secretary of state may place the political party office immediately following the 
office of presidential nominees of the same political party. 

(2) When a special election to fill a newly-created office or a vacancy in an existing office is held at the 
same time as a regularly scheduled election, the secretary of state may print the tides of the offices to be voted 
on in the special election at the end of the ballot However, when the candidates in the regularly scheduled 
election and in the special election for the same office are the same, the tide of the office and the names of the 
candidates shall appear only once on the ballot as provided in this Section and the ballot shall state that the 
election is being held to fill both the vacancy and the full term for the office. Each elector shall cast the same 
vote for both the regular and the special election for the office, and the candidates who qualify for the general 
election shall qualify for the general election for both the regular and the special election for the office, and the 
candidate who is elected shall be elected to fill both the vacancy and the full term for the office. 

(3) The tides of offices not specifically provided for in this Section shall be listed on the ballot in the order 
determined by the secretary of state. 

C. Names and nU'l'bers of candidates. The names of the candidates in a primary or general election shall 
be printed on the ballot as follows: 

(1) In a primary election only the names of candidates who qualified for election and were not subsequendy 
disqualified by a judgment rendered in an action objecting to candidacy shall be printed on the ballot. The name 
of each local candidate shall be printed on the ballot as certified to the secretary of state by the clerk of court 
and the name of each state candidate shall be printed on the ballot in the form designated by the candidate in 
his notice of candidacy on file with the secretary of state. The names of the candidates for each office shall be 
arranged alphabetically by surname and shall be printed below the tide of the office, in smaller capital leners. 
The names of the candidates shall be numbered from first to last. Once the secretary of state has assigned 
numbers to the candidates on the primary election ballot, the numbers shall not be changed. If the qualifying 
period reopens because of the death of a candidate, additional candidates who qualify for the primary election 
shall be given the numbers following the number assigned to the last candidate on the ballot. If two or more 
candidates have the same surname, the word "Incumbent" shall be printed after the name of each candidate 
having the same surname who is an incumbent and the residence address shall be printed after the name of each 
candidate having the same surname who is not an incumbent 

(2) In a general election only the names of the candidates who qualified for election shall be printed on 
the ballot, and the names shall be printed in the same form as they were printed on the ballot for the primary 
election. The names of candidates who were elected in the primary election shall not be printed on the ballot. 
The names of the candidates for each office shall be arranged alphabetically by surname, and shall be printed 
below the tide of the office, in smaller capital letters. The names of the candidates shall be given the same 
number assigned to them on the primary election ballot 

D. Political party designation. The political party designation of a candidate who is registered as being 
affiliated with a recognized political party shall be printed on the primary or general election ballot on the same 
line and inuriediately after or below the candidate's name. If a candidate is not affiliated with a political party, 
the space after his name shall be left blank. 

E. Uniformity. The names of the candidates shall be printed on the ballot in type of uniform size and style. 
The spaces between the names of the candidates for each office shall be uniform, and the names of the 
candidates for one office shall be separated from the names of candidates for another office by sufficient space 
to avoid confusion. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 545, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1977, 
No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; ACls 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978, Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, eff. Jan. I, 
1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. JIlM 26,1981; Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4,1982; Acts 1988, No. 139, 
§1, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1991, lSI E.S .. No. I, §1, eff. Sept I, 1991; 
Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1993. 
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§SS2. Election materials 

A. Materials furnished. At least twenty-two days before a primary election and as soon as possible for a 
general election: 

(1) The secretary of state shall furnish the commissioner of elections with the ballots to be used on the 
voting machines; 

(2) The secretary of state shall furnish to the parish custodian of voting machines for each parish in which 
voting shall be conducted in an election two copies of a statement, which has been approved by the attorney 
general. explaining the scope and nature of any proposed constitutional amendment on the ballot and two sample 
ballots for each voting precinct at which voting shall be conducted in an election; and 

(3) The secretary of state and the commissioner of elections shall furnish the parish custodian of voting 
machines for each parish with the election materials required by the rules and regulations of the state board of 
election supervisors for the conduct of the election at each polling place. 

B. Delivery of materials. The contractor who delivers the voting machines also shall deliver the election 
materials to each polling place under the direction and supervision of the parish custodian of voting machines. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292. §1. ejJ. July 6,1978; Acts 1982, 
No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1983; Acts 1989, No. 179. §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1990. 

§SS3. Inspection and preparation of voting machines at polling places 

A. Delivery of the keys. The parish custodian of voting machines shall seal the keys to the voting 
machines at each polling place in an envelope on which shall be written the ward and precinct number of the 
polling place. the location of the polling place. and the numbers of the seal and protective counter of each voting 
machine at the polling place. The parish custodian shall deliver the sealed envelope to the deputy parish 
custodian appointed for the polling place. and the deputy parish custodian shall deliver the sealed envelope 
containing the voting machine keys to the commissioner-in-cbarge at the polling place at least thirty ntinutes 
before the time for opening the polls on election day. 

B. Inspection of the voting machines. After the commissioners take their oath and before the time for 
opening the polls. the comntissioner-in-charge shall post the card of instructions to voters and commissioners. 
one copy of the statement explaining the scope and nature of any proposed constitutional amendment on the 
ballot, and one copy of the sample ballot in a conspicuous place at the principal entrance to the polling place. 
and the commissioners in the presence of the watchers. sball: 

(I) Compare the numbers on the seal and protective counter of each voting machine with the numbers on 
the envelope containing the keys to the voting machines. If the numbers do not agree. the commissioners shall 
notify the parish custodian. and the comntissioners shall not open the voting machine until a representative of 
the parish custodian has reexantined the voting machine and certified that it is properly arranged. If the numbers 
agree. the commissioners shall open the envelope. take out the keys. and open the door concealing the counters. 

(2) Carefully exantine each counter and determine that it registers zero. If a counter other than the 
protective counter does not register zero. the comntissioners shall immediately notify the parish custodian. who 
shall. if practical. cause the counters to be readjusted to zero. If it is impractical to readjust the counters before 
the polls open. the comntissioners shall immediately make a written statement of the lener and number 
designating each counter and the number registered on the counter. The commissioners shall post this statement 
at the polling place throughout the election. When the comntissioners count and tabulate the votes. they shall 
subtract the number registered on the counter before the polls opened from the number registered on that counter 
after the terntination of voting. The comntissioners shall preserve the written statement as pan of the election 
returns. 

(3) Check the ballot on the face of each voting machine against the sample ballot supplied by the custodian 
of voting machines to make certain it is correct. If the ballot is not correct, the commissioners sball notify the 
parish custodian. and the machine shall not be used until the ballot has been corrected under supervision of the 
parish custodian or his representatives. 

(4) Leave the voting machines locked against voting until the polls are formally opened and thereafter they 
shall be operated only by the voters in casting their votes. 
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(5) Complete in triplicate Certificate No. 1 of the composite certificate designated "Machine Certificates," 
which shall be prepared and furnished by the secretary of state. This certificate shall state (a) the exact time 
when the voting machines were delivered, (b) the number on each voting machine, (c) the number of the seal 
on each voting machine, (d) the number shown on the protective counter on each voting machine, and (e) that 
the public counter on each machine numbered zero. 

C. Disposition of the keys. When the voting machines at the polling place are unlocked for voting, the 
commissioners shall place the keys to the voting machines in the envelope provided for that purpose. The 
commissioners, in the presence of the watchers, shall seal and sign the envelope containing the voting machine 
keys, and the sealed envelope shall be kept with the other election materials until the termination of voting. The 
keys to the voting machines shall not be used during the election except by mechanics or expens repairing or 
adjusting a voting machine under the supervision and control of the parish custodian. 

D. Operation of voting machines. During the election, the voting machines shall only be operated by voters 
casting their votes. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1979, 
No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 
1990. 

SUBPART E. PROCEDURE FOR VOTING 

§S61, PoD lists 

The commissioners at each polling place shall keep duplicate poll lists. numbered consecutively from one 
to the end. The commissioners shall enter the name of every person who votes at the polling place on the poll 
lists. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§S62. Prerequisites to voting 

A. Application to vote. A person who desires to vote in a primary or general election shall give his name 
and address to a commissioner, who shall announce the applicant'S name and address to the persons at the 
polling place. 

(I) 1f the applicant's name is found in the precinct register on the official list of voters, one of the 
commissioners shall examine the official list of voters and the supplemental list of persons who have voted 
absentee. 1f the applicant is registered in that precinct and has not voted absentee, one of the commissioners 
shall announce the applicant's name again. 

(2) 1f the applicant's name is found in the precinct register on the inactive list of voters and has not voted 
absentee, the registrant may vote after complying with provisions of R.S. 18:196(B). After such compliance, 
one of the commissioners shall announce the applicant's name again and shall preserve the address confirmation 
card received from the voter by attaching it to the precinct register. 

B. Errors and omissions in voter records. If the name of a qualified voter was omitted from or incorrectly 
printed on the precinct register, the commissioner shall: 

(I) Contact the registrar of voters to ascertain whether or not the person applying to vote is registered to 
vote in that precinct 

(2) 10 the absence of a valid challenge of the voter, allow the voter to vote after he has made an affidavit 
before a commissioner attesting that he is a qualified registered voter and describing the error or omission in 
the voter records. 

(3) Preserve the voter's original affidavit as part of the election records by placing it in the envelope 
marked "Put in Voting Machine" and attach the duplicate affidavit to the precinct register. 

C. Signature of the applicant If the applicant is able to sign his name, he shall sign in ink in the space 
for his signature on the precinct register. 1f the applicant is unable to sign his name, he shall make his mark 
in ink in the proper space on the precinct register. 
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O. Identification of voters. The commissioners shall identify each applicant, in the presence and view of 
the bystanders, by requiring the voter to submit his current Louisiana driver's license, current registration 
certificate, other identification card, or by comparison with the descriptive information on the precinct register. 

E. Procedure after identification. If satisfied that the applicant has identified himself as the voter named 
on the precinct register and that he is qualified to vote, a commissioner shall sign the precinct register opposite 
the voter's signature or mark, and he shall write the date of the election in the proper space. The voter then 
shall be allowed to vote. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jon. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1981; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 
418, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1994; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1995. 

§563. Procedure for voting 

The commissioners shall not allow more voters to approach the voting machines than there are vacant 
machines available for voting. Except as otherwise provided by law, the commissioners shall not allow more 
than one person to enter a voting machine at a time. A pre-teen child may accompany his parent or legal 
guardian into the voting machine. A voter shall not remain in a voting machine longer than three minutes. If 
a voter fails to leave a voting machine promptly after a commissioner has notified him that three minutes have 
elapsed, the commissioners shall have the voter removed from the voting machine. A voter shall promptly leave . 
the polling place after voting and shall not reenter a voting machine. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1987, No. 237, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1988. 

§564. Assistance in voting 

A. Voters entitled to assistance. A voter shall not receive assistance in voting unless he is unable to read, 
or is unable to vote without assistance because of a physical handicap, including blindness. 

B. Persons prohibited from assisting voters. 

(I) No candidate in any election shall assist any voter in casting his ballot in that election. 

(2) No commissioner-iJK:harge can assist a voter. 

(3) No employer or employer's agent can assist an employee in voting. 

(4) No union agent can assist a union member in voting. 

(5) Except as provided in Paragraphs (I) through (4) of this Subsection. a voter entitled to assistance in 
voting may receive the assistance of any person of his choice, including a commissioner. 

C. Procedure when voter receives assistance. The person or commissioners assisting the voter shall enter 
the voting machine with the voter and assist him in voting. No other person shall enter the voting machine or 
assist the voter in voting. No person selected by the voter to assist him shall reveal the name of any person for 
whom the voter bas voted, any proposition upon which he voted. or anything that took place while the voter was 
being assisted. 

0.(1) Prior to receiving assistance under this Section, the voter shall file with the registrar in person or by 
mail a statement setting forth the necessity and reasons for this assistance and shall furnish a certificate of a 
medical doctor or optometrist certifying to the irremediable Dature of the physical handicap as proof of disability. 
The registrar shall indicate such facts on the voter's original application for registration, on the voting certificate, 
and on any other official registration records. Thereafter, the voter shall not be requited to present evidence of 
any kind at the polls. 

(2) A voter shall also be entitled to assistance without having filed with the registrar a statement setting 
forth the necessity and reasons for this assistance if, on election day, the voter presents to the commissioner-in
charge a physician's certificate indicating the voter's inability to vote without assistance because of a physical 
handicap. The commissioner-in-charge shall attach this certificate to the precinct register. 

E. A voter who is visibly handicapped, and the person who will be assisting him in voting, shall be allowed 
to go to the front of the line to cast a ballot at the polls or when absentee voting in person. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eft. July 13, 1979; Acts 
1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 179, §I, eft. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 
1991, No. 201, §I, eft. July 2,1991; Acts 1993, No. 418, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1994. 
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§S6S. Challenge of voters 

A. Grounds for challenge. A commissioner, watcher, or qualified voter may challenge a person applying 
to vote in a primary or general election on the ground that: 

(I) The applicant is not qualified to vote in the election, 

(2) The applicant is not qualified to vote in the precinct. or 

(3) The applicant is not the person whose name is shown on the precinct register. 

B. Disposition of record of challenge and address confirmation card. The original record of the challenge, 
Signed by the challenger, shall be placed in the envelope marked "Put in Voting Machine" and shall be preserved 
as part of the election returns. The duplicate record of the challenge and address confirmation card shall be 
attached to the precinct register. 

C. Disposition of the challenge. The commissioners present shall determine the validity of the challenge. 
If they determine by majority vote that the challenge is valid, the applicant shall not be permitted to vote. 
However, if the valid challenge has determined that the applicant has moved within the parish or has moved 
outside the parish within the last three months. the voter shall be allowed to vote upon completing an address 
confirmation card. If a majority of the commissioners determine that the challenge is invalid, the applicant shall 
be permitted to vote. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1989, 
No. 179, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1993, No. 418, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1994; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §I, 
eff. Jan. I, 1995. 

PART VI. ELECTION RETURNS 

§S71. Counting and tahulating the votes 

At the termination of voting in a primary or general election, the commissioners shall announce that voting 
is terminated, after which, in the presence of the watchers, the commissioners shall immediately: 

(I) Lock the voting machines against further voting and expose the count on the voting machines, leaving 
the counter compartments open and in full view of the watchers. 

(2) Seal each voting machine with the seal provided, so that the voting and counting mechanism cannot 
operate. 

(3) Complete in triplicate Certificate No.2 of the composite certificate designated "Machine Certificates," 
which shall state (a) that the voting machines were locked and sealed against further voting, (b) the exact time 
the voting machines were locked and sealed against further voting, (c) the number on each voting machine, (d) 
the number shown on the public counter of each voting machine, which shall be the total number of votes cast 
on that machine, (e) the number shown on the protective counter of each voting machine, and (f) the number 
of the seal used on each voting machine. They then shall sign the completed machine certificates. 

(4) Sign and certify to the =tness of the duplicate poll lists. 

(5) Announce the vote on the voting machines in the order the offices and candidates are listed on the 
ballot, giving the number on the counter for each candidate and the totals shown on the counters for each 
candidate, all of which shall be entered in ink by two commissioners on tabulation blank and compiled statement 
forms which shall be executed on two original forms, each with a duplicate. 

(6) Repealed by Acts 1980, No. 506, §2. 

(7) Review and sign the tabulation blank section of the two original and duplicate combined tabulation 
blank and compiled statement forms. 

(8) Complete, in duplicate, two separate compiled statements of the election results at the proper place 
on the combined tabulation blank and compiled statement forms which are provided. Both originals and both 
duplicates of the combined tabulation blank and compiled statement forms shall be certified as correct and signed 
by the commissioners. 

(9) Announce the results of the election to the persons present at the polling place. 
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(10) Complete in duplicate the list of commissioners. The list of commissioners shall contain the name. 
address. and social security number of each commissioner and the commissioner-in-charge who served at the 
polling place and shall be signed by each commissioner and the commissioner-in-charge. The commissioner-in
charge shall indicate beside the signature of each commissioner whether he anended the special school held prior 
to the election as required by the I!~visions of R.S. l8:43l(B). 

(11) Anach the duplicate list of commissioners. all duplicate records of challenges. all duplicate affidavits 
of voters. any physicians' certificates to the precinct register. and any address confmnation cards; seal the 
precinct register. 

(12) Seal any original affidavits of voters and original challenges of voters that have been executed. one 
of the original tabulation blanks and compiled statement forms. one of the duplicate poll lists. and a copy of the 
machine certificates in the envelope marlced "Put in Voting Machine". and place that envelope and the sealed 
precinct register in a voting machine. 

(13) Lock the doors of the voting machines; and 

(14) Place the keys to the voting machines in an envelope. which then shall be sealed and signed by all 
of the commissioners. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 471. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1978; Acts 1978. 
No. 292. §I. eff. July 6.1978; Acts 1980. No. 506. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1981; Acts 1980. No. 792. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 
1981; Acts 1981. No. 76. §1. eff. JIlIU! 26.1981; Acts 1981. No. 77. §I. eff. June 26.1981; Acts 1983. No. 519. 
§I. eff. July 8. 1983; Acts 1985. No. 754. §I; Acts 1988. No. 909. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §I. 
eff. Jan. I. 1990; Acts 1993. No. 418. §I. eff. Jan. 1. 1994; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §I. eff. Jan. I. 
1995. 

§S71. Transmission of election returns; voting machine keys; machine certificates 

A. Upon completion of the counting and tabulating of votes. the commissioner-in-charge shall immediately: 

(I) Post one of the duplicate tabulation blank and compiled statement forms at a conspicuous place at the 
polling place for public viewing. 

(2) Mail one of the duplicate tabulation blanks and compiled statement forms. one of the duplicate poll 
lists. and a copy of the machine certificate to the secretary of state. 

(3) Deliver the keys to the voting machines. the original of the machine certificates. the original of the 
signed list of commissioners. and one of the original tabulation blank and compiled statement forms to the clerk 
of coon. who shall receive and receipt for them. The clerk of court shall make a copy of the election results 
available to the press and public. 

(4) Repealed by Acts 1985. No. 754. §2. 

B. The commissioner-in-charge shall complete the procedures prescribed by this Section not later than 
12:00 o'clock midnight on the day of the election. Failure to comply with this time limit shall not void the 
election. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. I. 1978. Amended by Acts 1978. No. 292. §1. eff. July 6. 1978; Acts i980. 
No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 19BI; Acts /981. No. 77. §1. eff. JIlIU! 26. 1981. Acts 1983. No. 519. §I. eff. July B.' 
1983; Acts 1985. No. 754. §2. 

1573. Evidence of election results 

A. Opening the voting machines. (1) The voting machines used in a primary or general election shall 
remain locked and sealed until the third day after the election unless the election is in judicial controversy and 
a court of competent jurisdiction has ordered the machines opened and the sea1s broken at an earlier time. 
However. if the third day falls on a Saturday. Sunday. or other legal holiday. the sea1s shall be broken on the 
second day following the election. 

(2) On the day immediately preceding the election. the clerk of court shall prominently post in his office 
a notice of the time and place where the voting machines will be opened after the election. If no order requiring 
an earlier opening has issued. then at the time and place designated in the notice. the clerk of court. assisted by 
at least one member of the parish board of election supervisors. shall break the sea1s where required to record 
the election results and open the voting machines in the presence of the candidates Or their representatives who 
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desire to be present. Recordation of the election results on each machine, as provided for in Subsection B and 
subject to Subsection C of this Section, shall be completed before the seal on another machine is broken. 

(3) Each voting machine shall be relocked and resealed after the candidates or their representatives have 
had a reasonable opportunity to inspect the machine. If it is necessary to reopen a voting machine which has 
been relocked and resealed to coQduct a reinspection thereof, the clerk of court shall relock and reseal the 
machine after the reinspection is c~mpleted. 

(4) The vote totals shown on the machines shall be retained as provided in R.S. 18:1376. 

B. Record of election results. After the machines are opened, the clerk of court, in the presence of the 
parish board of election supervisors or the members of the board selected by the board as its representatives and 
the candidates or their representatives, shall immediately record the total votes cast for each candidate and the 
total votes cast for and against each propoSition as shown on the voting machines and the total number of 
absentee votes cast for each candidate and the total number of absentee votes cast for and against each 
proposition as shown by the tabulation blanks of absentee votes filed with the clerk by the parish board of 
election supervisors. The machine votes cast shall be shown separately by each precinct and the absentee votes 
cast shall be shown as the total number of votes cast for each candidate and the total number of votes cast for 
and against each proposition. 

C. The clerk of court may utilize deputy clerks and other employees of his office to assist him in opening 
the voting machines and recording the election results as required in Subsections A and B herein. Nothing in 
this Section shall prohibit the clerk from utilizing more than one team of his deputies or employees to perform 
the duties required of him. To facilitate the recordation of election results, two or more voting machines may 
be opened simultaneously and the results thereon recorded. 

D. Preservation of election records. Immediately upon breaking the seals and opening the voting machines, 
the clerk of court shall remove the envelope marked "Put in Voting Machine" and shall preserve the envelope 
and its contents inviolate and, except upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction, shall not allow them to 
be inspected by anyone until the delay for filing an action contesting the election has lapsed. If an action 
contesting the election is commenced timely, the clerk shall continue to preserve these records inviolate, subject 
to the orders of the court, until the final judgment in the action has become definitive. 

E. Transmission and disposition of duplicate challenges, duplicate voters' affidavits, and address 
confirmation cards. 

(I) immediately upon breaking the seals and opening the voting machines, the sealed precinct registers shall 
be returned to the registrar of voters. Upon receipt of the sealed precinct registers, the registrar shall remove 
any attached duplicate record of challenges of voters made during the election, any duplicate voters' affidavits 
made pursuant to R.S. 18:562(B), and any address confirmation cards. 

(2) The registrar shall utilize the procedures set forth in Part V of Chapter 4 of this Code to determine the 
validity of the registration of each challenged voter who did not submit an address confirmation card. In any 
instance where an address confirmation card was received that stated an address different from the address on 
file in the registrar's office for a registtant, the registrar shall change or cancel the registration. If an address 
confirmation card was received that affumed the address on file in the registrar's office, the registrar shall 
reinstate the regisuant to the official list of voters if he appears on the inactive list of voters. If the address 
confirmation card was a result of a valid cballenge, the registrar shall so inform the district attorney and shall 
transmit to him the address confirmation card of that person. 

(3) The registrar also shall proceed to determine if each voter submitting an affidavit artesting that he is 
a qualified registered voter and alleging an error or omission on the precinct register is in fact a registered voter 
qualified to vote in the election. If the registrar determines that any penon who has voted in the election by 
virtue of his submission of such an affidavit was not a registered voter qualified to vote in the election, the 
registrar shall so inform the district attorney and shall transmit to him the affidavit of that person. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978, Arunded by Acts 1977, No. 523, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292, §I, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, eff. Jum 26, 
1981; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, eff. July 8,1983; Acts 1984, No. 712, §I, eff. July 13,1984; Acts 1988, No. 909, 
§I, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1993, No. 418, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1994; Acts 
1994, 3Td Ex. Sess., No. 10, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1995. 
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§S74. Compilation and promulgation of returns 

A.(1) The parish board of election supervisors or the members of the board selected by the board as its 
representatives shall meet at the time and place designated by the clerk of court for the voting machines to be 
opened. The board or its representatives shall observe the recordation of the votes by the clerk of court. 

(2) Immediately after the completion of the recordation by the clerk of coun, the board shall publicly 
prepare two compiled statements of the election returns as shown by the record of the votes made by the clerk 
of court. The compiled statements shall separately show the machine votes cast for each candidate and for and 
against each proposition in each precinct. the total absentee votes cast for each candidate and for and against 
each proposition in the parish. and the total of all votes cast for each candidate and for and against each 
proposition in the parish. 

(3) The board shall complete the compilation of the election returns and file one copy of the compiled 
statement with the clerk of court no later than 4:00 p.m. on the fourth day after the election. One copy of the 
compiled statement shall be posunarked no later than 12:00 o'clock noon on the fifth day after the election and 
mailed to the commissioner of elections. The clerk of court shall transmit the election returns as shown by the 
compiled statement from the parish board of election supervisors to the secretary of state no later than 12:00 
o'clock noon on the fifth day after the election. In a parish containing a municipality with a population of four 
hundred seventy-five thousand or more, the parish board of election supervisors shall transmit the election 
returns as shown by their compiled statement to the secretary of state no later than 12:00 0' clock noon on the 
fifth day after the election. Failure to comply with these time limits shall not void the election. 

B. By a majority vote of the members, the parish board of election supervisors may attach to the compiled 
statements a notation of any irregularities observed by the board with respect to: 

(1) The security of the place in which the voting machines are located; 

(2) The security of the voting machines; 

(3) The physical condition of the voting machines; 

(4) The physical condition of the election materials in the voting machines; 

(5) The substantive contents of the election materials in the voting machines; and 

(6) Any other matter affecting the recordation of the vote totals by the clerk of court. 

C. The compiled statements made by the parish board of election supervisors shall be admissible in court 
in an action contesting a primary or general election as prima facie proof of the number of votes received by 
the candidates in the election. 

D.(1) The secretary of state shall compile the results of the election for all candidates, proposed 
constitutional amendments, and recall elections based upon the compilation of the votes transmitted to him by 
the clerks of court from the compiled statements by the parish boards of election supervisors. In a parish 
containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more, the secretary of state 
shall compile the results of the election for all candidates, proposed constirutional amendments, and recall 
elections based upon the compilation of the votes transmitted to him by the parish board of election supervisors. 
The compilation shall be completed and the results thereof shall be announced not later than twelve o'clock noon 
on the sixth day after the election. 

(2) The secretary of state shall announce the results for state candidates, proposed constirutional 
amendments, and recall elections and that the results of elections for candidates other than state candidates are 
available in his office. The results thus announced shall be deemed to be the tentative results of the election 
and shall not be deemed to be the official results of the election. 

E.(1) On or before the twelfth day after the primary or general election, the secretary of state shall 
promulgate the returns for state candidates, proposed constirutional amendments, and recall elections by 
publishing in the official journal of the state the names of the state candidates for each office in the election, 
the text of the proposed constirutional amendment, and recall elections and the number of votes received by each 
such candidate, proposed constirutional amendment, and recall elections as shown by the returns transmitted by 
the clerks of court from the compiled statements by the parish boards of election supervisors. In a parish 
containing a municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more, the promulgation 
shall be from the returns transmitted by the parish board of election supervisors. On or before the twelfth day 
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after the primary or general election, the secretary of state shall promulgate the returns for the election for 
candidates other than state candidates by transmitting to the clerk of conn for the parish wherein the state capitol 
is located, a notice containing the results of the elections for candidates other than state candidates. The clerk 
of conn shall post this notice in a prominent place in his office. 

(2) However, if the twelfth day after the primary or general election falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other 
legal holiday, and the secretary of state does not promulgate said returns prior to the twelfth day after the 
primary or general election, he shall promulgate said returns on the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, 
or other legal holiday. 

F. Computation of all time intervals in this Section shall include Saturdays, Sundays, and other legal 
holidays. However, if the final day in a time interval falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then 
the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day of the time 
interval. If one or more of the duties in this Section, required to be performed on the fourth, fifth" or sixth day 
after an election are delayed because of a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the duties which follow will 
be delayed a like amount of time. 

Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 1st E.S., No. 
1, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991. 

NOTE: See Acts 1991, 1st E.S., No.1, §3, 

§575. omclal results of a primary or general election 

A. Uncontested elections. The election returns compiled and promulgated by the secretary of state shall 
be the official results of a primary or general election for an office if an action contesting the election for that 
office is not commenced timely. 

B. Contested elections. If an action contesting a primary or general election is commenced timely. the final 
judgment in the action contesting the election shall determine the result of the election for that office. The result 
of a contested election shall not be official until the final judgment in the action contesting the election becomes 
definitive. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§576. Election night returns 

A. Immediately upon receipt of the tabulation blank and compiled statement forms from the commissioners
in-charge, the clerks of conn shall tabulate the results from each precinct in the parish. 

B. Each clerk of conn shall ttansmit the results of the elections involving state candidates, as defined in 
R.S. 18:452. to the secretary of slate immediately upon completion of the tabulation and in accordance with rules 
and regulations which shall be adopted by the secretary of state. 

C. The secretary of Slate shall compile the'results of the elections involving slate candidates immediately 
upon receipt of the results from the clerks of conn and shall make the compiled results available to the press 
and public. 

D. The election night results required to be compiled and transmitted by the provisions of this Section shall 
be unofficial. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. 

PART vn. FILLING OF VACANCIES 

SUBPART A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§581. Dermitions 

As used in this Title: 

(I) A "vacancy· occurs in an elective office when the office is or will be unoccupied by reason of the death 
of the official who was elected to the office. or by reason of his retirement or resignation. removal from office 
by any means. failure to take office for any reason. or wben it becomes certain that the person elected to the 
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office will not take the office on the day when the tenn for which he was elected commences, or when the 
person elected to Or holding the office no longer meets the residence or domicile requirements of that office, 
any declaration of retention of domicile to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(2) "Local governmental subdivision" means a parish or municipality. 

(3) "Political subdivision" means a parish, municipality, and any other unit of local government. including 
a school board and a special district, authorized by law to perfonn governmental functions. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1984, No. 672, §1. 

§S82, Applicability 

The provisions of this Title shall apply to the filling of vacancies for all offices in this state and its political 
subdivisions, except those offices for which specific provision otherwise is made or provided for in the 
constitution. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§S83, Procedure for anticipated vacancies 

A.(1) The authority required by law to call a special election to fill a vacancy in an office shall issue a 
proclamation ordering a special election to be held to elect a person to fill the full tenn of an office when it 
becomes certain, after the election for the tenn but prior to its commencement, that a vacancy will exist on the 
day when the tenn of the office commences as provided by the constitution or by law. The proclamation 
ordering the special election shall state the dates, in accordance with R.S. 18:402, on which the primary and 
general elections will be held. 

(2) It shall become certain that a vacancy will exist on the day the tenn of office commences when the 
person elected to the office dies or makes a declaration to the secretary of state that he will not accept the office. 

B.(1) The declaration provided for herein shall be in writing and shall be signed by the official-elect and 
duly acknowledged by him before an officer authorized to administer oaths. 

(2) The secretary of state shall immediately transmit notice of such declarations to the authority required 
by law to make the appointment to fill the vacancy and to the authority required by law to call the election to 
fill the vacancy if said authority is not the same as the authority required to make the appointment. 

(3) Such declaration shall become irrevocable three days after the day on which the secretary of state has 
transmitted the notice to the appropriate authority, at which time an anticipated vacancy shall be deemed to have 
occurred. 

C. When an elected official has properly tendered a resignation which specifies a prospective effective date, 
an anticipated vacancy shall be deemed to have occurred on the date the resignation becomes irrevocable. 
However, no special election shall be called to fill the anticipated vacancy if there is one year or less, or with 
respect to the office of state legislator six months or less, remaining between the prospective effective date 
contained in the resignation and the end of the tenn of office of the resigning official. 

D.(1) An appointment to fill an anticipated vacancy shall be made at the time the office is actually vacated 
and such appointment shall be made in accordance with the provisions of law applicable to the filling of 
vacancies in the affected office, 

(2) A special election to fill an anticipated vacancy shall be called in accordance with the provisions of law 
applicable to the filling of vacancies in the affected office except the proclamation calling the special election 
shall be issued after an anticipated vacancy is deemed to have occurred. In determining the dates to be used 
to call the special election, the provisions of R.S. 18:402 shall apply. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 38, §1, eft. May 31, 1978; Acts 1990, 
No. 107, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 201, §2, eft. Jan. 1, 1992. 

§S84. Repealed by Acts 1980. No. 792. §3. eft. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1981. No. 76. §2. eft. June 26. 1981. 

§S8S. Procedure for vacancies 

A vacancy in office. including a vacancy caused by the failure of any candidate to qualify for election to 
the office or the failure of a sufficient number of candidates to qualify for the number of positions to be filled 
in the office. shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of the constitution or of law. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 292. §1. eft. July 6. 1978. 
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SUBPART B. STATE OFFICES 

§591. Vacancy in office of elective members of state boards and commissions 

Within twenty-four hours after any member of a state board or commission has knowledge of a vacancy 
in an elective office on that state board or comntission, he shall notify the governor by certified mail of the 
vacancy, the date on which it occurred, and the cause thereof. Within ten days after he is notified of the 
vacancy, the governor shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy who has the qualifications for the office. If the 
unexpired term is one year or less, the member so appointed shall serve for the remainder thereof. If the 
unexpired term exceeds one year, the governor, within ten days after he is notified of the vacancy, shall issue 
his proclamation ordering a special election to fill the vacancy, which shall specify, in accordance with R.S. 
18:402, the dates on which the primary and general elections shall be held. Immediately thereafter the governor 
shall publish the proclamation in the official journal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within 
twenty-four hours after issuing the proclamation, the governor shall send a copy of the proclamation to the 
secretary of state. Within twenty-four hours after he receives the copy, the secretary of state shall notify, by 
certified or registered mail, all election officials having any duty to perform in connection with the special 
election to fill such vacancy, including the parish boards of election supervisors for the parish or parishes in 
which the vacancy occurred. The governor may appoint a person to fill a vacancy and issue a proclamation 
ordering a special election when he learns of a vacancy, whether or not he has received notice thereof from a 
state board or commission member. Whenever a special election is required, the governor's appointee shall 
serve only until the successor is elected and takes office. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 545, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 792, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. June 26,1981. 

SUBPART C. LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

§601, Vacancy in office of state legislators 

If a vacancy in the office of a state legislator occurs and if six months or more of the term remains 
unexpired, then within ten days of the vacancy occurring, the presiding officer of the house in which the vacancy 
occurs shall deterntine the dates of the printary and general elections and the dates of the qualifying period for 
the election and shall issue a proclamation advising of the vacancy and setting forth the election dates. The 
speaker of the House of Representatives or the president of the Senate shall immediately forward such 
information to the secretary of state, who shall within twenty-four hours after receipt of the information notify, 
by certified or registered mail, all election officials having any duty to perform in connection with a special 
election, to fill such vacancy including the parish boards of election supervisors for the parish or parishes in 
which the vacancy occurred. The secretary of state shall also publish in the official journal of each parish in 
which the election is to be held, a proclamation of the vacancy and the dates of the primary and general election 
and the dates of the qualifying period for the election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. JQIL 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 545, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 792, §1, eff. JQIL 1, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. June 26,1981; Acts 1992, No. 730, §1, eff. July 6, 
1992. 

§602. Vacancies In certain local and municipal offices; exceptions 

A. When a vacancy occurs in the office of a member of a parish or municipal governing authority or a 
combination thereof, a mayor, or any other local or municipal office, except an office covered by Subsections 
B and C hereof and except the office of judge, state legislator, or marshal of a city or municipal court, and the 
office is filled by election wholly within the boundaries of a local governmental subdivision. the governing 
authority of the local governmental subdivision where the vacancy OCCurs shall, within ten days, appoint a person 
to fill the vacancy who meets the qualifications of the office. The presiding officer of the governing authority 
shall not be required to vote on such an appointment to be made by the governing authority of a local 
governmental subdivision unless a tie vote occurs thereon, in which case he shall vote to break the tie; however, 
in no case shall the presiding officer vote more than once on the appointment 

B. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of a city or parish school board, the remaining members of 
the board shall, within ten days, declare that the vacancy has occurred and proceed to appoint a person wbo 
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meets the qualifications of the office to fill the vacancy. For the purposes of this Subsection, in addition to the 
definition of "vacancy" provided in R.S. 18:581(1), a "vacancy" in a city or parish school board office shall be 
deemed to have occurred when, in the case of a city school board, a member's residence no longer lies within 
the jurisdiction of the board or when, in the case of a parish school board, a member changes his domicile from 
the district he represents or, if elected after reapportionment, is domiciled outside the district he represents at 
the time he is sworn into office, any declaration of retention of domicile to the contrary notwi thstanding. 

C. When a vacancy occurs in any of the following offices, the duties of the office shall be assumed by the 
person hereinafter designated: (I) district attorney, by the first assistant; (2) clerk of a district court, by the chief 
deputy; (3) coroner, by the chief deputy; (4) sheriff, by the chief criminal deputy, except that in a parish that 
has both a civil sheriff and a criminal sheriff, the civil sheriff by the chief civil deputy, and the criminal sberiff, 
by the chief criminal deputy, respectively; and (5) tax assessor, by the chief deputy assessor, except !hat in any 
parish having a board of assessors, that board shall, within ten days, appoint an interim assessor. If there is no 
such person to assume the duties when the vacancy occurs, the governing authority or authorities of the parish 
or parishes affected shall, within ten days, appoint a person having the qualifications of the office to assume the 
duties of the office. 

D. If a vacancy is not filled within the time specified in Subsections A, B, or C herein, the governor shall 
fill the vacancy. 

E.(1)(a) If the unexpired term of an office covered by Subsection A, B, or C above is one year or less, the 
person appointed to fill the vacancy or designated to assume the duties of the office shall serve for the remainder 
of the unexpired term. 

(b) If any member of a parish or city school board is removed or suspended from office pursuant to the 
provisions of R.S. 42:1411, except in the parish of Jefferson, the person appointed to fill the vacancy or to 
perform the official acts, duties, and functions of !hat office during the period of suspension shall be eligible 
in the next election as a candidate for the office to which he is appointed. 

(2)(a) If the unexpired term exceeds one year, the governing authority of the local governmental subdivision 
in which the vacancy occurs, or the school board when the vacancy occurs in its membership, or the governor 
when a vacancy occurs in the office of district attorney or in an office for which there is not a single governing 
authority Or as provided in Subsection F, within ten days after the vacancy occurs, shall issue a proclamation 
ordering a special election to fill the vacancy and shall specify in the proclamation, in accordance with R.S. 
18:402, the dates on whicb the primary and general elections shall be held. In selecting the dates for such 
special elections, the governing authority, school board, or governor, as the case may be, shall first choose a 
gubernatorial or congressional election date. If no such date is available within a year of the occurrence of the 
vacancy, the governing authority, school board, or governor, as the case may be, shall then select an election 
date in accordance with R.S. 18:402. If the governing authnrity or school board fails to issue the proclamation 
within ten days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall issue the proclamation. 

(b) Immediately thereafter the governing authority, the school board, or the governor, as the case may be, 
shall publish the proclamation in the official joumaI of each parisb in which the election is to be held. 

(c) Within twenty-four hours after issuing the proclamation, the authority or authnrities ordering the special 
election shall send a copy of the proclamation, by certified or registered mail, to the clerk of the district court 
for the parish in which the vacancy occurred. If the vacancy occurred in the parish of Orleans, the copy of the 
proclamation shall be so mailed to the clerk of the criminal district court. If the vacancy occurs in an office 
which affects more than one parish, a copy of the proclamation shall at the same time be so mailed to the clerk 
of each of the parishes. A copy of the proclamation also shall be mailed to the secretary of state at the same 
time and in the same manner. 

(d) Within twenty-four bours after he receives the copy, the secretary of state shall notify, by mail and in 
the same manner, all election officials having any duty to perform in connection with a special election to fill 
such vacancy, including the parish boards of election supervisors for the parish or parishes in whicb the vacancy 
occurred. 

(3) The special election shall be held, without the necessity of a call by the governor, except in the case 
of a vacancy in the office of district attorney. When a special election is required, the appointee or person 
designated to assume the duties of the office shall serve only until the successor is elected and takes office. 
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(4) If the unexpired tenn of a municipal office covered by Subsection A is one year or more. but the 
vacancy occurs within one year of the regular municipal plimary election for that office. no special election will 
be called and the appointee shall serve for the remainder of the tenn of office. 

F. Whenever multiple vacancies in a local or municipal governing authority or in a school board covered 
by Subsection A or B of this Section reduce the membership of such governing authority or board below the 
number of total members required to constitute a quorum to conduct official business. the remaining members 
shall immediately infonn the governor of the existence of the vacancies. Within ten days after he receives this 
notice. the governor shall make appointments to fill all the vacancies and shall issue a proclamation calling 
special elections to fill such vacancies if special elections are required under the provisions of this Section. 

G. The provisions of this Section shall apply to all local governmental subdivisions. including those 
operating under the provisions of a legislative charter. but shall not apply where the filling of a vacancy 
otherwise is provided for by the constitution or by the home rule charter or home rule plan of government of 
the affected local governmental subdivision. Such constitutional home rule plan proviSions shall govern the 
filling of the vacancies. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 545. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1978. 
No. 38. §1. eft. May 31.1978; Acts 1979. No. 229. §1. eft. July 13.1979; Acts 1979. No. 503. §1; Acts 1980. 
No. 314. §1; Acts 1980. No. 792. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1981. No. 76. §1. eft. June 26. 1981; Acts 1981. 
No. 839. §1; Acts 1985. No. 754. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1; Acts 1990. No. 892. §1; Acts 1992. No. 393. §1. 
eft. June 19. 1992; Acts 1993. No. 418. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1994. 

§603. Persons designated to assume duties of vacant offices; salary and emoluments; power to appoint 

When a vacancy occurs in an office covered by R.S. 18:602(C). the person designated to assume the duties 
of the office shall receive the salary and other emoluments of the vacated office until a successor is elected and 
takes office. A person designated to assume the duties of an office shall take the oath of office and file any 
bond required for the vacated office. The person who assumes the duties of an office may appoint a person to 
perform the duties of the office or position he fonnerly held and the person so appointed shall receive the salary 
and other emoluments of that office Or position. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§604. Marshal of city or monlcipal court; temporary absence; vacancy 

A. When a marshal of a city or municipal court is temporarily absent or unable to act, the judge of that 
court may appoint a person to serve as marshal during iIle period of temporary absence or inability. 

B.(1) When a vacancy occurs in the office of marshal of a city or municipal court, the clerk of the city or 
municipal court in which the vacancy occurs shall immediately notify the appropriate governing authority which 
shall. within ten days after the vacancy occurs. fill the vacancy by appointmenL The appointment shall be made 
by the governing authority of the parish. unless the jurisdiction of the city or municipal court is wholly within 
the municipal city limits. in which case. such appointment shall be made within ten days by the municipal 
governing authority. If the appropriate governing authority fails to fill the vacancy within ten days. the governor 
shall fill the vacancy. The judge of the city or municipal court which he serves shall fix the amount of the bond. 

(2)(a) When the unexpired term exceeds one year, the appropriate governing authority shall. within ten days 
after the vacancy occurs. issue a proclamation ordering a special election to fill the vacancy and shall specify 
in the proclamation. in accordance with R.S. 18:402. the dates on which the primary and general elections shall 
be held. In selecting the dates for such special elections. the appropriate governing authority shall first choose 
a gubernatorial or congressional election date; if no such date is available within one year following the 
occurrence of the vacancy. the appropriate govCming authority shall select another election date as provided for 
in R.S. 18:402. If the appropriate governing authority fails to issue the proclamation within ten days after the 
vacancy occurs. the governor shall issue the proclamation. 

(b) The appropriate governing authority or the governor. as the case may be. shall publish the proclamation 
in the official journal of the parish in which the election is to be held and also shall immediately send a copy 
of the proclamation by certified or registered mAil to the clerk of the district court for the parish in which the 
vacancy occurred. 
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(c) A copy of the proclamation also shall be mailed to the secretary of state at the same time and in the 
same manner .. Within twenty-four hours after he receives the copy, the secretary of state shall notify, by mail 
and in the same manner, all election officials having any duty to perform in connection with a special election 
to fill such vacancy, including the parish board of election supervisors. When a special election is required the 
appointee shall serve only until the successor is elected and takes office. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 533, §1, eff. July 23, 1980; Acts 
1988, No. 329, §1; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990. 

SUBPART D. OFFICE OF JUDGE 

§621. Vacancy In office of Judge 

A.(1) Within twenty-four hours after having knowledge of a vacancy in the office of a judge; including a 
vacancy by reason of a newly created j~dgeship, the supreme court shall give written notice to the governor that 
the vacancy exists, the date on which it occurred, and the cause thereof. 

(2) If more than twelve months of the term remain unexpired, then within ten days after being notified of 
the vacancy, the governor shall detennine the dates on which the special elections to fill the vacancy shall be 
held and the dates of the qualifying period and shall issue his proclamation ordering a special election and 
specifying the dates on which the primary and general elections will be held and the dates of the qualifying 
period for the election. 

(3) The governor shall call any special election to fill a newly created judgeship or a vacancy in an existing 
judgeship in accordance with the dates for elections set forth in R.S. 18:402. if such dates can be utilized to fill 
a newly created judgeship or fill a vacancy in an existing judgeship within the period of time prescribed in 
Article V, Section 22(B) of the Louisiana Constirution. In selecting the dates for such special elections, the 
governor shall first choose a gubernatorial or congressional election date; if no such date is available during the 
constitutionally preseribed time period, the governor shall then select another election date. as provided for in 
R.S. 18:402. 

B. Immediately after issuance of the proclamation, the governor shall publish the proclamation in the 
official journal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours after its issuance, 
the governor shall send a copy of the proclamation to the secretary of state. Within twenty-four hours after he 
receives the copy, the secretary of state shall notify, by certified or registered mail, all election officials having 
any duty to perform in connection with a special election to fill sucb vacancy, including the parish boards of 
election supervisors for the parish or parishes in which the vacancy occurred. 

Added by Acts 1978, No. 38, §1, eff. May 31, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; 
Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1983, No. 152, §1, 
eff. as per Section 2, see note; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1. 

SUBPART E. RESIGNATION OF ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICER 

1651. ApplicabWIy 

The provisions of this Subpan shall apply to all elected officials of this state and its political subdivisions. 
The provisions of this Subpart shall not apply to members of the legislature and of the congress. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 38. §1, eff. May 31. 1978. 

1652. ResignatioDS 

A. Except for members of the legislature and the congress, all resignations of elected officials shall be filed 
with the secretary of state. Resignations may be filed in person or by certified mail. return receipt requested. 

B. A resignation shall be in writing. shall be dated. may specify a prospective date on which the resignation 
is to be effective. and shall be signed by the offi&I and duly acknowledged by him before an officer authonzed 
to administer oaths. 

Added by Acts 1978, No. 38. §1, eff. May 31. 1978. 
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§653, Transmission of resignations 

The secretary of state shall immediately transmit notice of resignations to the authority required by law to 
make the appointment to fill the vacancy and to the authority required by law to call the election to fill the 
vacancy, if said authority is not the same as the authority required to make the appointment. 

Added by Acts 1978, No. 38, §1, eJf. May 31, 1978. 

§654, Effect of f'ding of resignations 

A resignation shall become irrevocable three days after the day on which the secretary of state has 
transmitted the notice to the appropriate authority. 

Added by Acts 1978, No. 38, §1, eJf. May 31, 1978. 

SUBPART F. JUDGMENT DECLARING OFFICE VACANT 

§671. Judgment declaring office vacant 

A. In addition to other procedures authorized by law, an office shall be considered vacant for purposes of 
this Part when a judgment declaring the office vacant as provided in this Subpart becomes final. 

B. For purposes of this Part, "designated domicile" means the residence or domicile stated on an 
officeholder's notice of candidacy or on the document eVidencing the appointment or selection of the 
officeholder. 

C. For purposes of this Part, "proper official" means the district attorney of the officeholder'S designated 
domicile, except that in the case of an officeholder of a state office, as defined in RS. 18:452, a state legislator, 
or a district attorney, the proper official shall be the attorney general, provided that in the case of the attorney 
general, the proper official shall be the district attorney of the Nineteenth Judicial District. 

Acts /988, No. 550, §1, eJf. Aug. 1, 1988. 

§672. F'iling of complaint 

When any voter lawfully registered in the district or geographical area from which an officeholder has been 
elected, or from which an officeholder has been appointed or otherwise selected to hold an office, has reason 
to believe that the officeholder no longer meets the residence or domicile requirements of that office, the voter 
may make a written complaint of that fact to the proper official. 

Acts 1988, No. 550, §1, eJf. Aug. 1. 1988. 

§673. Official's opinion 

Within twenty days of the receipt of such written complaint, the proper official shall investigate and provide 
a written opinion, with reasons, as to whether the officeholder meets the residence or domicile requirements of 
the office be holds to the complainant and to the legislative or executive agency, board, commission, governing 
authority, or other body or entity of the state or of any political subdivision, to which the officeholder has been 
elected or appointed. The opinion shall also be published in the official journal of the parish of the 
officeholder's designated domicile. 

Acts 1988, No. 550, §1, eJf. Aug. 1, 1988. 

1674, Procedure 

A. The proper official shall institute suit in the district court of the officeholder's designated domicile to 
obtain a judgment declaring the office vacant within ten days after the issuance of his opinion, if his opinion 
is that the officeholder no longer meets the residence or domicile requirements of his office. The matter shall 
be tried by preference over all other matters and, if the court shall find that the officeholder no longer meets 
the residence or domicile requirements of his office, a judgment sball be rendered declaring the office vacant, 
and the vacancy may be filled as provided by law. 

B. A hearing on the petition for declaration of vacancy shall be held not more than twenty days after 
service upon the officeholder whose removal is sought. Judgment shall be rendered in the matter within ten days 
after trial. Either party may appeaJ the judgment suspensively within five days after the signing of the judgment, 
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by obtaining an order of appeal and posting bond for a sum fixed by the court to secure the payment of costs. 
The trial judge shall fix the return day at a time not to exceed five days after the granting of the order of appeal. 
An application to the supreme coun for a writ of certiorari may be made only within three days after the signing 
of judgment by the coun of appeal. Each appellate court to which the action is brought shall place the matter 
on its preferential docket, shall hear it without delay, and shall render a decision within ten days after oral 
argument. The granting of an order of suspensive appeal or writ of certiorari suspends the effect of the 
judgment during the pendency of such proceedings. 

Acts 1988, No. 550, §I, eff. Aug. I, 1988. 

§675. Subpart Dot exclusive 

The provisions of this Subpan shall not be construed as the exclusive procedure for declaration of vacancy 
in public office and shall not be construed to repeal any other provision of law for the removal of public officers 
or declaration of vacancy in public office. 

Acts 1988, No. 550, §I, ejJ. Aug. I, 1988. 

CHAPTER 6. NATIONAL ELECTIONS 

PART I. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 

§1151. ElectlOD; time of electiDg 

A. In every fourth year after an election of a president and vice president of the United States, the electors 
of president and vice president of the United States, hereinafter referred to as "presidential electors," shall be 
chosen by election by the qualified electors of the state. The election shall be held on the Tuesday following 
the first Monday in November and shall be conducted and the returns made in accordance with the provisions 
of this Title, except insofar as such provisions may conflict with the provisions of this Part. 

B. One presidential elector shall be chosen from among the qualified electors of each congressional district 
and two presidential electors shall be chosen from among the qualified electors of the state at large. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 

§l152. Q"allfications 

A. No person shall be elected as a presidential elector who is not a qualified elector of the district for 
which he is chosen, unless he is elected at large, in which case he shall be a qualified elector of the state. A 
candidate for presidential elector may be registered to vote with or without a declaration of pany affiliation. 

B. No United States senator, representative in Congress, or person bolding an office of trust or profit under 
the United States shall be elected a presidential elector. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. 

§ 1153. NomiDatiDg by political parties; certificates of DOmination 

A. Nominations for candidates for presidential electors made by each recognized political pany shall be 
made in such manner as shall be determined by a resolution adopted by the state central committee of the 
respective recognized political pany. Each recognized political pany shall nominate a full slate of candidates 
for elector, one from each congressional district and two from the state at large. 

B. The names of candidates for presidential elector nominated by each recognized political pany shall be 
filed with the secretary of state by a sworn statement. which shall be known as a certificate of nomination. The 
certificate of nomination shall be sworn to, signed, and filed by the cbainoan and secretary of the state central 
committee, except when the state central committee orders the nomination of presidential electors by a 
convention, in which case the cbainoan and secretary of the convention shall swear to, sign, and file the 
certificate of nomination. 

C. Each certificate of nomination shall contain: (1) the name and place of residence, including the street 
and number thereof, if any, of each candidate for presidential elector; (2) the particular office of presidential 
elector for which each is nominated, that is, the district for which each bas been chosen or the designation "At 
large" in the case of the two at large candidates; (3) the name of the recognized political pany making the 
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nomination; (4) the names of the candidates for president and vice president supponed by the party. In addition, 
a certificate of nomination filed by the chainnan and secretary of a state central committee shall certify the 
adoption by the state central committee of the resolution of the committee which authorized the method of 
nomination, the method of nomination used, and the time and place where the nomination took place. Similarly, 
a certificate of a nominating convention also shall certify the adoption by the state central committee of the 
resolution which authorized the cohvention, the time and place where the convention was held, and the election 
of the chainnan and secretary. Each certificate of nomination filed with the secretary of state shall be 
accompanied by the notarized affidavit of each candidate for elector signifying that the certificate constitutes 
his acceptance of the nomination. 

D. The certificate of nomination shall constitute full proof of the nominations it recites and shall entitle 
the candidates for electors to each receive the number of votes received in the election by the party's candidate 
for president. 

E. If the nominees for the offices of president and vice president nominated by a national convention of 
a recognized political party, together with a slate of candidates for the offices of presidential electors to support 
such nominees, are not properly certified to the secretary of state by the state central committee of that party 
prior to five 0' clock p.m. on the flTSt Tuesday in September of each year in which a presidential election is to 
be held, the national chainnan of the political party, after notifying the chairman of the state central committee 
of that political party, shall certify a slate of electors to support such nominees witltin forty..,ight hours 
thereafter. Such certificate filed with the secretary of state shall be accompanied by the notarized affidavit of 
each candidate for elector signifying that the certificate constitutes his acceptance of the nomination. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1982, 
No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

§l1S4, Slates of independent candidates; nominating petitions and qualifying by payment of qualifying 
fees 

A. A slate of independent candidates for presidential elector may be nominated by nominating petition or 
may qualify by the payment of a qualifying fee of five hundred dollars. Such qualifying fee shall be paid in 
accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:464(A). The period for flling such qualifying fee shall begin on the 
flTSt Tuesday in August and shall end at five o'clock p.m. on the first Tuesday in September of each year in 
which a presidential election is to be held. Each qualifying fee shall be accompanied by the notarized affidavit 
of each candidate for elector signifying his acceptance of the nomination. An independent candidate for 
presidential elector may be registered to vote with or without a declaration of party affiliation. 

B. Except as otherwise specifically provided in tltis Part. a nominating petition for a slate of candidates for 
the offices of presidential elector shall be signed, filed, and certified as provided in Chapter 5 of tltis Title for 
state candidates voted on throughout the State. 

C. Nominating petitions for the office of presidential elector shall be in the form prescribed by R.S. 
18:465(0), except that in lieu of including the recognized political party with which the candidates are affiliated, 
the petition shall contain, in not more than three words, the political principle which the candidates represent. 
Also, in lieu of the date of the primary election for which the candidates seek to qualify, the petition shall 
include the date of the general election. The petition also shall include the names of the candidate fur president 
and the candidate for vice president whom the candidates for elector support; however, neither the candidate for 
president nor the candidate for vice president supponed by the slate of candidates for electors shall be a 
candidate for that office supported by a recognized political party or by a slate of candidates for elector who 
bave previously filed a nominating petition or qualified by the payment of a qualifying fee for that election. 
Each petition shall contain a full slate of candidates for elector, one from each congressional district and two 
from the state at large. In designating the office for which the candidate is nominated, the petition shall 
designate the particular office of presidential elector, that is, the district in which the candidate is a qualified 
elector if he is nominated for the office for that district. or the designation" At large" in the case of the two 

offices to be filled at large. Each nominating petition shall be accompanied by the notarized affidavit of each 
candidate for elector signifying that the certificate constitutes his acceptance of the nomination. 

D. Any slate of candidates for presidential elector that qualifies by payment of a qualifying fee shall be 
a full slate of candidates for elector, one from each congressional district and two from the state at large, and 
shall submit with the qualifying fee the following information for each candidate: 

(I) The candidate's name; 
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(2) The address of his domicile; 

(3) The office sought; 

(4) The names of the candidate for president and the candidate for vice president whom the candidates for 
elector support; however, neither the candidate for president nor the candidate for vice president supported by 
the slate of candidates for elector 'ihall be a candidate for that office supported by a recognized political party 
or by a slate of candidates for elector who have previously filed a nominating petition or qualified by the 
payment of a qualifying fee for that election; 

(5) The recognized political party, if any, with which each candidate for presidential elector is affiliated; 

(6) In not more than three words, the political principle that he represents; and 

(7) The date of the election for which he seeks to qualify. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejf. Jon. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977 
No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, ejf. July 8,1983; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; ACts 1988, No. 
909, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1994. 

§125S. FUIng nomInating petitions 

A. All nominating petitions of presidential electors shall be filed with the secretary of State during the 
period beginning on the first Tuesday in August and ending at five o'clock p.m. on the first Tuesday in 
September of each year in which a presidential election is to be held. The secretary of state shall endorse on 
'the nominating petitions the date and time of filing. Aoy nominating petitions submitted other than during such 
period shall be null and void and shall not be accepted by the secretary of state. 

B. All nominating petitions filed with the secretary of State shall be open to public inspection, and the 
secretary of state shall preserve them in his office for at least one year. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1981, 
No. 76, §1, ejf. June 26. 1981. 

§l256. Withdrawal of candidate 

Aoy person nominated as a candidate may withdraw his candidacy by written statement of withdrawal made, 
signed, and acknowledged before an officer qualified to administer oaths. The original of the statement shall 
be filed with the secretary of state, who shall note thereon the date it was filed. The withdrawal shall become 
effective-on the date of the filing. Once filed as herein provided, a statement of withdrawal shall not be returned 
to the person withdrawing. The effect of his withdrawal shall be as provided in RS. 18:502. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l257. Objections to certificates of nomInation, nominating petitions, and notices of candida.". for those 
qualIfying by payment of fee 

Certificates of nomination for presidential electors, nominating petitions filed in apparent conformity with 
the provisions of this Part. and notice of candidacy filed by slates of candidates who qualify by the payment of 
a qualifying fee, are deemed to be regular, unless an action objecting to their regularity is commenced as 
otherwise provided in this Title for contests of candidacy. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, ejf. Jan. 1, 1991. 

§l258. VaC8D.". In nomination; procedure; death of candicbte 

A vacancy by reason of death of withdrawal among the slate of candidates for the office of presidential 
elector nominated by a recognized political party, wbether by a convention or otherwise, shall be filled in the 
manner which shall be provided by the state central committee of the party. In all other cases, if the candidate 
who withdrew or died is elected. the remaining presidential electors who are elected shall vote to fill the vacancy 
as provided in RS. 18:1264. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, ejf. Jon. 1, 1978. 

11259. Arrangement of ballot; designation of party candidates 

A. 10 any year in which presidential electors are to be elected, the secretary of state shall arrange the voting 
machine ballot on the vertical type voting machine for that election in such manner that the names of.candidates 
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for president and vice president shall appear on the ballot in the fIrst column. beginning at the top and 
proceeding downward. If necessary. the listing of the names of candidates for president and vice president may 
continue in the second and succeeding columns. On the horizontal type voting machine the secretary of state 
shall arrange the voting machine ballot for that election in such manner that the names of candidates for 
president and vice president shall appear on the ballot in the fIrst two columns. beginning with the fIrst row. 
The listing of the names of the candidates shall continue downward. with each pair of candidates for president 
and vice president appearing in a separate row. If necessary. the listing of the names of candidates for president 
and vice president may continue in succeeding columns. beginning with the fIrst row and continuing downward. 
The names of the presidential electors shall appear on the ballot in the manner as provided for in Subsection 
B of this Section. 

B.(I) The ballot shall be so arranged that the names of the candidate for president and the candidate for 
vice president nominated by each recognized political party. by nominating petition. or by fIling of notices of 
candidacy accompanied by a qualifying fee shall appear. in fourteen point type print. together with the name 
of the presidential candidate on top and the name of the vice presidential candidate directly underneath on the 
vertical type voting machine. and with the name of the presidential candidate on the left and the name of the 

. vice presidential candidate directly to the right on the horizontal type voting machine. 

(2) Directly to the left of the names of the presidential and vice presidential candidates on the vertical type 
voting machine. and on the horizontal type voting machine. shall appear: 

(a) If nominated by a recognized political party. the name of the party and such national party emblem. 
if any. or state party device. if any. as the state central committee of the pany shall direct, and 

(b) If nominated by a nOminating petition or by the fIling of notices of candidacy. the political principal 
which the candidates support, as stated on the nominating petition or on the notices of candidacy. if any. and 
the words "Nominating Petition" or the abbreviation "Nom. Petition" shall appear if nominated by petition. 

(3) Immediately below the name of the party. or. if nominated by a nominating petition. the words 
"Nominating Petition" or the abbreviation "Nom. Petition" shall appear the word "Electors". 

(4) Immediately below the word "Electors" the names of the presidential electors nominated in support of 
the nominees for president and vice president of that party or political principal shall appear in six point type 
print. 

(5) There shall be a single lever or. on an absentee ballot, a single box within which to mark the ballot, 
opposite each pair of names. 

(6) In preparing the ballots. the secretary of state shall arrange the names of the candidates of recognized 
political parties alphabetically. according to the names of the parties. followed by the names of the candidates 
nominated by nominating petitions and by the fIling of notices of candidacy. listed alphabetically by designation 
of political principal. 

C. No candidate nominated other than by a recognized political party shall use the name of any recognized 
political party in the political or party designation of such candidate. 

D. The ballot shall contain the following statement: "A vote for candidates for president and vice president 
is a vote for each of the electors supporting those candidates." 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amerrded by Acts 1977. No. 588, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292. §1. eff. July 6. 1978; Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1991. 

§1l6O. Votes for presidential electors 

A vote for a presidential and a vice presidential candidate shall be a vote for eacb of the electors nominated 
in support of those candidates. whether by a recognized political party. by a nominating petition. or by the fIling 
of notices of candidacy accompanied by a qualifying fee. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 588. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1990. 
No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1991. 

§lUI. DetermiDatioa of election· results; tie vote; Issuance of certificate 

A. The secretary of state shall ascertain from the returns the slate of candidates who received the greatest 
number of votes cast for presidential electors. If two or more of the slates of candidates having the highest 
number of votes receive the same number of votes. none of the slates of candidates is elected, and the slate of 
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candidates elected shall be selected by a public drawing of lots conducted by the state board of election 
supervisors from among the slates of candidates who received such highest number of votes in the election. The 
public drawing of lots shall be conducted at the state capitol On a day and at a time fixed by the board within 
one week after the results of the election for that office become official. The candidates involved shall be given 
at least three days' written notice ~f the time and place of the public drawing of lots. 

B. The governor shall issue a certificate of electiOli to the persons elected and authorize them to cast the 
vote of the state for president and vice president. 

AcIS 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. Amended by ACls 1977, No. 588, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

§ 1262. Credentials or electors 

The governor shall transmit the credentials of presidential electors to the appropriate federal officials in the 
manner provided by the constitution and laws of the United States. 

ACls 1976. No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

§l263. Meeting or electors 

The electors shall meet in the State Capitol in Baton Rouge on the day appointed for their meeting by 
federal law and shall execute the duties and services enjoined upon them by the constitution and laws of the 
United States, in the manner therein prescribed. Notice of the time and place of such meeting shall be 
transmitted to each elector by the secretary of state no later than seven days preceding the day of the meeting. 

AclS 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

§l264. Vacancles; procedure 

If one or more of the presidential electors fails for any cause to attend at the appointed place at 12:00 noon 
of the day prescribed for their meeting, the other electors shall fill the vacancy by voice vote by no later than 
4:00 p.m. Any person selected to fill such a vacancy in the office of presidential elector from a congressional 
district shall be a qualified elector of the district for which the vacancy occurred. 

ACIS 1976, No. 697. §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

§IUS. Compensation 

Presidential electors shall be paid fifty dollars for attendance at the meeting of electors and shall be paid 
the same 'mileage allowance as is provided for state officers and employees on official state business. Such 
compensation and mileage allowance shall be paid out of funds appropriated to the office of the secretary of 
state for such purpose. 

AclS 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

PART II. UNITED STATES CONGRESS 

§ 1271. Applicable laws 

Except as otherwise specifically provided io this Part, United States senators and representatives io Congress 
shall be elected as provided in this Title for the election of public officers. 

AclS 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. 

§l27l. United States senators, representatives In Congress; lime 01 electing 

A. All general elections for representatives in Congress, sometimes referred to io this Title as congressional 
elections, shall be held on the first Tuesday next followiog the first Monday io November, 1982, and every two 
years thereafter. The primary election shall be held on the first Saturday in October next preceding the date of 
the general election. 

B. One United States senator shall be elected io the year 1980, and every six years thereafter, at the same 
time and at the same polling places as representatives in Congress. In the same manner, one United States 
senator shall be elected in the year 1978, and every six years thereafter. 

AclS 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978. Amended by AclS 1977, No. 523, §1, eff Jan. I, 1978; AclS 1982, 
No. 10, §I, eff Jan. I, 1983. 
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§ 1273. Opening and closing or qualifications ror candidates ror United States senators and representatives 
in Congress 

When a member of the United States Senate Or members of the United States House of Representatives are 
to be elected at the congressional election or at a special election, qualifications for candidates shall open and 
close as provided in Chapter 5 of this Title. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§ 1274. Declaration or candidacy by congressional candidates 

Any person desiring to become a candidate in a primary election for United States senator or representative 
in Congress shall file notification of his candidacy and declaration of his qualifications as provided for state 
candidates in Chapter 5 of this Title. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 

§127S. United States senator and representative in Congress; qualifications 

A. No person shall be a United States senator who bas not attained the age of thirty year.; and who bas not 
been a citizen of the United States for nine year.; and who is not, when elected, an inhabitant of this state. 

B. No person shall be a representative in Congress who bas not attained the age of twenty-five year.; and 
who bas not been a citizen of the United States for seven year.; and who is not, when elected, an inhabitant of 
this state. 

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the qualifications for United States senators 
and members of the United States House of Representatives as provided in this Section shall be exclusive. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§1276. Congressional districts 

A. Louisiana is divided into seven congressional districts, and the qualified electors of each district shall 
elect one representative to the Congress of the United States. 

(I) The first district is composed of that portion of Jefferson Parish designated as Precincts 3-0, 5-0,9-0, 
W-O, l-H, 2-H, 3-H, 4-H, 5-H, 6-H, 7-H, 8-H, 9-H, I-K, 2-K, 3-K, 4-K, 5-K, 6-K, 7-K, 8-K,9-K, IO-K, II-K, 
12-K, 13-KA, 15-K, 16-K, 17-K, 18-K, 19-K, 20-K, 25-K, 27-K, 28-K, 34-K, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, 8,9, 10, II, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
41,42,43,44,45,46,51,52,53,54,55, 56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63,64,65, 66,67,68,69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 
74,75,76,77,78,79,80,81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 
102, 103, 105, 106, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 132, 134, 135, 
136, 137, 170, 174A, 175, 176, 177, 178, 182, 183, 184, 185, 191, 193, 194A, 195, 198,210,211,227,228, 
229,230,231,233, and 234; that portion of Orleans Parish designated as Precincts 3-20, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10, 4-IOA, 
4-11,4-12,4-13, 4-13A, 4-14, 4-14A, 4-15, 4-16, 4-16A, 4-17, 4-17A, 4-18, 4-18A, 4-19, 4-20, 4-20A, 4-21, 
4-2IA, 4-22, 4-23, 5-12, 5-13, 5-14, 5-15, 5-16, 5-17, 5-18, 5-19, 7-33A, 7-40, 7-41, 7-42, 12-4, 13-1, 14-1, 
14-2, 14-3, 14-4, 14-8, 14-9, 14-10, 14-11, 16-2, 17-1, 17-17, 17-18, 17-18A, 17-18B, 17-19, 17-19A, 17-20, 
and 17-21; SL Tammany Parish; Tangipahoa Parish; and Washington Parish. 

(2) The second district is composed of that portion of Jefferson Parish designated as Precincts I-G, 2-0, 
4-G, 6-0, 7-0, 8-0, 11-0, 13-KB, 14-K, 21-K, 22-K, 23-K, 24-K, 26-K, 29-K, 30-K, 31-K, 32-K, 33-K, I-W, 
2-W, 3-W, 4-W, 5-W, 6-W, 7-W, 8-W, 9-W, 104, 107, 115, 131, 133, 138, ISO, lSI, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 
157A, 157B, 171, 172, 173, 174B, 179A, 179B, 180, 181, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 192, 194B, 196, 197,212, 
213A, 213B, 213C, 214, 217, 225, 226, 232, 235, 236, 237, and 246A; and that portion of Orleans Parish 
designated as Precincts I-I, 1-2, 1-5, 1-6, 1-7,2-1,2-2,2-3,2-4,2-5,2-6, 2-6A, 2-7, 3-1, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 
3-7,3-8,3-9,3-10,3-12,3-13,3-14,3-15,3-16,3-17,3-18,3-19, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 
5-5,5-6,5-7,5-8,5-9,5-10,5-11,6-1,6-2, 6-4, 6-5, 6-6, 6-7, 6-8, 6-9, 7-1, 7-2, 7-4, 7-4A, 7-5, 7-6, 7-7, 7-8, 
7-9, 7-9A, 7-10, 7-11, 7-12, 7-13, 7-14, 7-15, 7-16, 7-17, 7-18, 7-19, 7-20, 7-20A, 7-21, 7-22, 7-23, 7-24, 7-25, 
7-25A, 7-26, 7-26A, 7-27, 7-27A, 7-27B, 7-28, 7-28A, 7-29, 7-30, 7-31, 7-32, 7-33, 7-34, 7-35, 7-36, 7-36A, 
7-37, 7-37A, 7-38, 7-38A, 7-39, 8-1, 8-2, 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 8-7, 8-8, 8-9, 8-10, 8-11, 8-12, 8-13, 8-14, 8-15, 8-16, 
8-17,8-18,8-19,8-20,8-21,8-22,8-23,8-24,8-25, 8-25A, 8-26, 8-26A, 8-27, 8-27A, 8-28, 8-29, 8-30, 9-1, 
9-2,9-3, 9-3A, 9-3B, 9-4, 9-5, 9-5A, 9-6A, 9-6B, 9-6C, 9-6D, 9-6E, 9-6F, 9-7, 9-8, 9-8A, 9-8B, 9-9, 9-10, 9-11, 
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9·12,9·13,9·14,9·15,9·16,9·17,9·18,9·19,9·20, 9·21, 9·22, 9·23, 9·24, 9.25, 9·25A, 9·26, 9·26A, 9·27, 
9·28, 9·28A, 9·28B, 9·28C, 9·280, 9·28E, 9·28F, 9·29, 9·29A, 9·30, 9·30A, 9·31, 9·3IA, 9·3IB, 9·3IC, 9·310, 
9·3IE, 9·32, 9·33, 9·33A, 9·34, 9·34A, 9·35, 9·35A, 9·36, 9·36A, 9·36B, 9·36C, 9·37, 9·37A, 9·38, 9·38A, 
9·38B, 9·39, 9·39A, 9·39B, 9-40, 9-40A, 9-40B, 9-4OC, 9-41, 9-4IA, 9-41B, 9-4IC, 9-410, 9-42, 9-42A, 9-42B, 
9-42C, 9-420, 9-42E, 9-43, 9-43A, 9-43B, 9-43C, 9-430, 9-43E, 9-43F, 9-43G, 9-43H, 9-431, 9-43J, 9-43K, 
9-43L, 9-43M, 9-43N, 9-44, 9-44A, 9-44B, 9-44C, 9-440, 9-44E, 9-44F, 9-44G, 9-44H, 9-441, 9-44J, 9-44K, 
9-44L, 9-44M, 9-44N, 9-440, 9-44P, 9-44Q, 9-45, 9-45A, 10-3, 10-4, 10-5, 10-6, 10-7, 10-8, 10-9, 10-10, 10-\1, 
10-12, 10-13, 10-14, \1·1, 11·2, 11·3, \1-4, \1·5, \1-6, \1·7, \1·8, 11·9, IHO, 11·11, 11·12, 11·13, 11·14, 
11·15,11·16,11·17,11·18, \1·19, 12·1, 12·2, 12·3, 12·5, 12·6, 12·7, 12·8, 12·9, 12·10, 12·11, 12·12, 12.13, 
12·14,12·15, 12·16, 12·17, 12·18, 12·19, 12·20, 13·2, 13·3, 13-4, 13·5, 13·6, 13·7, 13·8, 13·9, 13·10, 13·11, 
13·12,13·13,13·14, 13·14A, 13·15, 13·16, 14-5, 14-6, 14-7, 14-12, 14-13, 14-13A, 14-14, 14-15,14-16,14-17, 
14-18, 14-18A, 14-19, 14-20, 14-21, 14-22, 14-23, 14·24, 14-24A, 14-25, 14-26, 14·26A, 15·1,15·2,15·3,15-4, 
15·5, 15·6, 15·7, 15·8, 15·9, 15·10, 15·11, 15·11A, 15·12, 15·12A, 15·13, 15·13A, 15·\3B, 15·14, 15·14A, 
15·14B, 15·14C, 15·140, 15·14E, 15·14F, 15·14G, 15-15, 15·15A, 15·15B, 15·16, 15·17, 15.17A, 15·17B, 
15·18, 15·18A, 15·18B, 15·18C, 15·180, 15·18E, 15·18F, 15·19, 15·19A, 15·19B, 15·19C, 16-1, 16-IA, 16-3, 
16-4,16-5,16-6,16-7,16-8,16-9,17·2,17·3,17-4,17·5,17·6, 17·7, 17·8, 17·9, 17·10, 17·\1, 17·12, 17·13, 
17·13A, 17·14, 17·15, and 17·16. 

(3) The third district is composed of that portion of Ascension Parish designated as Precincts I, 2A & B, 
3, 4A, 4B, SA, 58, 6, 7A, 8A & 8B, 9, lOA & lOB, \lA & liB, 12, 13, 14, 16A & 16B, 21A & 21B, 22A, 
22B, 23, 34, 36, 40, and 41; Assumption Parish; Iberia Parish; that ponion of lberville Parish designated as 
Precincts 4, 5, 25, 25A, 25B, 26, 26A, 27, and 27A; that ponion of Jefferson Parish designated as Precincts 
I·GI, I·LA, I·LB, 2·L, 215, 216, 238, 2468, 247, 248, 249, and 250; Lafourche Parish; Plaquemines Parish; 
St. Bernard Parish; SI. Charles Parish; SI. James Parish; SI. John the Baptist Parish; that ponion of St. Manin 
Parish designated as Precincts 1·2, 1·5,4-5,5·1,5·2,5·3 & 5-4, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4, 8·1, and 8·2; St. Mary Parish; 
and Terrebonne Parish. 

(4) The fourth district is composed of that ponion of Ascension Parish designated as Precincts IS, 27A, 
27B, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 35A, 358, 37, and 42; that ponion of Caddo Parish designated as Precincts 1,3,5,6, 
7, 17,23, 25, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,50,51,52,54,55,57,58,59, 
60,61,64,65,66,67,71, 73A & 73B, 80, 81, 82A & 82B, 83A & 83B, 84, 85A & 858, 86,98,99, 122, 130, 
131, 132A & 132B, 133, and 140; De SolO Parish; that portion of East Baton Rouge Parish designated as 
Precincts INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX A, INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX B, 1·1, 1·2, 1·3, 
1-4,1·5,1·6,1·10,1·11,1·13,1·14,1·15,1-16,1-17,1-18,1-19, 1·20, 1·21, 1·22, 1·23, 1·24, 1·25, 1·26, 1·27, 
1·28, 1·29, 1·30, 1·31, 1·32, 1·36, 1·37, 1·38, 1-45, 1·50, 1·51, 1·58, 1·59, 1-61, 1-62, 1-63, 1-66, 1-67, 1-68, 
1·73, 1·76, 1·77, 1·84, 1·85, 1·86,1·91, 1·92, 1·94, 1·95, 1·100, 1·101,2·1,2·2, 2-4, 2·5, 2·9, 2·11, 2·16, 2·20, 
2·22,2·23,2·24,2·25, 3·S, and 3·20; that ponion of Evangeline Parish designated as Precincts 1·1, 1·2, 1·3, 
1-4-0R, 1-4-lR, 1-4C, 1·5"(), 1·5·1, 1·7, 1·9"()c, 1·9-1C, 1·9·2C, 1·9-3C, 1·10..0, 1·10-1, 1·11, 1·12, 1·13..(), 
1·\3·1, l·lS, 1·17"()R, 1·17·1R, 1·17C, 1·19, S·l, 5-2"(), 5-2·1, 5-2·2, 5-3, S-4C, S-4R, and 5·5; that portion 
of lbetville Parish designated as PrecinCts 1,2, 3,6, 6A, 7, 8, 9, 10, lOA, 11, 12, 13, 13A, 13B, 14, 14A, 14B, 
IS, 15A, 16, 17, 17A, 18, 18A, 19, 19A, 20, 21, 22, 22A, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 32; that portion of 
Lafayette Parish designated as Precincts IS, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24A, 24B, SO, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 
62,63,67, and 68; that portion of Natchitoches Parish designated as Precincts 1·1, 1·3, 1·3A, 1-4, 1-4A, 1-4B, 
1·5, 1·5A, 1-6, 1·8, 1·9, 1·9A, 1·10, 1·10A, 1·10B, I·loe. 1·13, 1·14, 2-6A, 2·7, 2·8, 3-1, 3·2, 3·3, 3-4, 3·5, 
3·6, 3·7, 3·8, 3·9, 3·10, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, and 4-8; that portion of Pointe Coupee Parish 
designated as Precincts 8, 9, 10, 11, 12·A, 12·B, 13-A, 13-B, 14-A, 14-B, 18, and 19; that portion of Rapides 
Parish designated as Precincts 19, 21, 23, 29, 29A, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 35A, 36, 37, 38, 38A, 38B, 39, 40, 
41,42,43,44,45,46,47,48,49, SO, 52. 53, 54, 55, 56, 58, 77, 77A, 78 & 78A, 79, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 
87,88, 88A, 89, 90, 91, 92, and 93; that poniOD of Red River Parish designated as Precincts 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
5·1,5-2,6-1, and 6-2; Sabine Parish; that portion of SI. Landry Parish designated as Precincts 1·1, 1·2, 1·3, 1-4, 
1-4A, 1·5, 1-6, 1·7, 1·9, 1·11, 1·13, 1·14,1·15, 1-15A, 1·16, 1·16A, 1·16B, 1·18, 1-19, 1·20, 1·21, 1·22, 1·23, 
1·24, 1·25, 1·27, 1·29,2·1, 2·2A, 2·9, 3-2, 3-4, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2,4-3,4-4,4-5,4-6,4-7,4-8,4-9,4-10,4-11,4-12, 
4-13,4-14,4-15,4-16,5-1, 5·1A, 5·2, 5-3, 5·3A, 5-4, 5·S, 5-6, 5·7, 5-8, S·9, 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, 6-5, 6-6, 6-7, 
6-8,6-9,6-10,6-11,6-12, 6-13A, 6-14, 6-lS, and 6-17; that portion of SL ManiD Parish designated as Precincts 
1·1, 1·3, 1-4, 1-6, 1·7, 2·1 & 2·3, 2·2, 2-4, 3-1, 3·2, 3·3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 3-7, 3-8, 3-9, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-6, 
6-3,7·1,7·2,7·3,7-4,8-3,8-4,9·1,9-2,9-3,9-4, and 9-5; and West Baton Rouge Parisb. 
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(5) The fifth district is composed of Bienville Parish; Bossier Parish; that ponion of Caddo Parish 
designated as Precincts 2, 4, 8,9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19,20,21,22,24,26,27,28,36,47,48,49, 
53, 56A & 56B, 62, 63, 68, 69, 70, 72, 74, 75, 76A & 76B, 77, 78, 79, 87, 88, 89A & 89B & 89C, 90A & 90B, 
91A & 9IB, 92, 93, 94, 95A & 95B, 96, 97A & 97B, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 134, 135, 136, 137A 
& 137B, 138, 139, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 149, 150, 151. 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, and 
159; Caldwell Parish; Claiborne Parish; East CarroII Parish; Jackson Parish; Lincoln Parish; Morehouse Parish; 
Ouachita Parish; that ponion of Red River Parish designated as Precincts I-I, 1-2,2-1,2-2,2-3,3-1,3-2,3-3, 
7-1,7-2, and 7-3; Richland Parish; Union Parish; Webster Parish; and West Carroll Parish. 

(6) The sixth district is composed of Avoyelles Parish; Catahoula Parish; Concordia Parish; that ponion 
of East Baton Rouge Parish designated as Precincts 1-7, 1-8, 1-9, 1-12, 1-33, 1-34, 1-35, 1-39, 1-40, 1-41. 1-42, 
1-43, 1-44, 1-46, 1-47, 1-48, 1-49, I-52, I-53, I-54, I-55, I-56, I-57, 1-60, 1-64, 1-65, 1-69, 1-70, 1-71, 1-72, 
1-74,1-75,1-78,1-79,1-80,1-81,1-82,1-83,1-87, 1-88, 1-89, 1-90, 1-93, 1-96, 1-97, 1-98, 1-99, 1-102, 1-103, 
2-3,2-6,2-7,2-8,2-10,2-12,2-13,2-14,2-15,2-17, 2-18, 2-21, 2-26, 2-26A, 2-26B, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-6, 
3-7,3-8,3-9,3-10,3-11,3-12,3-13,3-14,3-15,3-16, 3-17, 3-18, 3-19, 3-21, 3-22, 3-23, 3-24, 3-25, 3-26, 3-27, 
3-28,3-29,3-30,3-31,3-32,3-33,3-34,3-35,3-36,3-37, and 3-38; East Feliciana Parish; Franklin Parish; Grant 
Parish; La Salle Parish; Uvingston Parish; Madison Parish; that ponion of Natchitoches Parish designated as 
Precincts I-lA, 1-2, 1-2A, 1-7, I-II, 1-12,2-1,2-2,2-3,2-4,2-5,2-6, 2-7A, 2-9, and 4-9; that ponion of Pointe 
Coupee Parish designated as Precincts I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6-A, 6-B, 7, 15-A, 15-B, 16-A, 16-B, 17-A, 17-B, 20, 21-A, 
21-B, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28; that ponion of Rapides Parish designated as Precincts 1,2,3 & 3A, 4, 5, 
6,7,8,9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 16A, 17, 17A, 17B, 18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 26A, 27, 28, 28A, 51, 57, 59, 
60,61,62,63 & 63A, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 80, and 80A; St. Helena Parish; Tensas 
Parish; West Feliciana Parish; and Winn Parish. 

(7) The seventh district is composed of Acadia Parish; Allen Parish; Beauregard Parish; Calcasieu Parish; 
Cameron Parish; that ponion of Evangeline Parish designated as Precincts 1-6, 1-8-0,1-8-1,1-&-2, 1-9R, 1-14, 
1-16, 1-18-OC, 1-18-IC, 1-18R, 2-1. 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 3-1-0, 3-1-1, 3-2-0, 3-2-1, 3-2-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6-0, 
3-6-1,3-6-2,3-7,3-8, 4-I-OR, 4-1-1R, 4-1-2R, 4-1-3R, 4-1C, 4-2-0, 4-2-1, 4-3, and 4-4; Jefferson Davis Parish; 
that ponion of Lafayette Parish designated as Precincts I, 2, 3A, 3B, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 16, 20, 
21,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33, 34A. 34B, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,47,48,49,52, 
53,60,64,65,66,69,70,71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,79,80, 81, 82,83,84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,90,91,92, 
93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, and 106; that ponion of SI. Landry Parish designated 
as Precincts 1-8, 1-8A, 1-10, 1-12, 1-17, 1-17A, 1-26, 1-28,2-2,2-3,2-4,2-5, 2-5A, 2-6, 2-7, 2-8, 2-10, 3-1, 
3-3,3-5, 6-13, and 6-16; Vermilion Parish; and Vernon Parish. 

B. The precincts enumerated in this Section are the precincts existing as of April 17, 1994 established by 
the governing authority of each parish in conformity with R.S. 18:532. 

C. With respect to any precinct enumerated herein which has been subdivided by action of a parish 
governing authority or registrar of voters on a nongeographic basis, or subdivided by action of the parish 
governing authority on a geographic basis, the enumeration herein of the general precinct designation shall be 
construed to include all polling subdivisions thereof or geographic subdivisions thereof, regardless of how such 
subdivision may' be designated. . 

D. In any case in whicb a precinct as established by the parish governing authority includes an area of 
population whicb has been given an alphabetical designation in addition to the numerical designation for the' 
purpose of convenience and clarity in taking and reponing the census count by the United States Bureau of the 
Census, the assignment of sucb precincts includes any alphabetically designated ponion unless otherwise 
specifically enumerated in this Section. 

E. This Section shall not reduce the term of office of any member of the congress wbo was elected in the 
1992 congressional election. 

F. A vacancy in the representation of any congressional district which is filled after April 25, 1994, shall 
be filled as provided by law from that district as it is described in this Section. 

G. This Section shall not reduce the term ot: any person bolding any position or office on April 25, 1994, 
for whicb the appointment or election is based upon a congressional district. 

Acu 1994, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. I, §I, ejJ. April 25, 1994. 

NOTE: See W Uf' s /..SA for notes concerning federal COllrt decisions concerning constitlllionality of Section. 
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§1276.1. Repealed by Acts 1983, 2nd Ex. Sess., No.2, §3, ejJ. Dec. 19, 1983. 

§1276.2. Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 42, §4, eff. June I, 1992. 

§1276.3. Repealed by Acts 1994, 2nd Ex. Sess .. No. I, §2, ejJ. April 25, 1994. 

§l277. Certification of votes cast for United States senator and representative in Congress 

Immediately after the results of the election for United States senator and representatives in Congress 
become official. the secretary of state shall separately certify the votes cast for United States senator and for 
each representative in Congress who was elected. Each such certificate shall be signed by the governor and by 
the secretary of state. Thus certifying the election of the persons determined to have been elected. the governor 
shall cause the seal of the state to be affixed to each certificate. One copy of the appropriate certificate shall 
be delivered to each person elected. Another copy of the certificate of the election of the United States senator 
shall be transmitted by the governor to the President of the United States Senate. A copy of each certificate of 
the election of representatives in Congress shall be transmitted by the governor to the House of Representatives 
of the Congress of the United States. directed to the clerk thereof. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. 

§ 1278. Vacancies; United States senator 

A. The governor may fill any vacancy in the office of United States senator by appointment. If the United 
States Senate is in session when the vacancy occurs. the governor shall appoint a senator to fill the vacancy 
within ten days after receiving official notice of the vacancy. 

B. If a vacancy occurs in the office of United States senator and the unexpired term is more than one year, 
an appointment to fill the vacancy shall be temporary. Any senator so appointed shall serve until his successor 
is elected at a special election and takes office. Within ten days after receiving official notice of the vacancy. 
the governor shall issue his proclamation for special election to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term. The 
date of the special election shall be established by the governor in accordance with the provisions of RS. 
18:402(E). Immediately after issuance of the proclamation. the governor shall publish the proclamation in the 
official journal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours after its issuance. 
the governor shall send a copy of the proclamation to the secretary of state. Within twenty-four hours after he 
receives the copy. the secretary of state shall notify. by certified or registered mail, all election officials having 
any duty to perform in connection with a special election to fill such vacancy, including the parish boards of 
election supervisors for the parish or parishes in which the vacancy occurred. The election shall be conducted 
and the returns shall be certified as in regular elections for United States senator. 

C. If a vacancy occurs in the office of United States senator and the unexpired term is one year or less, 
no special election shall be called by the governor and, if a senator is appointed to fIll the vacancy, he shall 
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term, and his successor shall be elected at the next regular election for 
United States senator. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 38, §1. ejJ. May 31.1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 792, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, ejJ. Jwre 26, 1981. 

§l279. Vacancies; representatives in Congress 

When a vacancy occurs in the office of representative in Congress. the governor shall determine the dates 
on which the special elections shall be held and the dates of the qualifying period and shall issue his 
proclamation ordering a special election and specifying the dates on which the primary and general elections 
will be held and the dates of the qualifying period for the election. Immediately thereafter he shall publish the 
proclamation in the official journal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours 
after issuing the proclamation. the governor shall send a copy of the proclamation to the secretary of state. 
Within twenty-four hours after he receives the copy. the secretary of state shall notify, by certified or registered 
mail, all election officials having any duty to perform in connection with a special election to fIll such vacancy. 
including the parish boards of election supervisors for the parish or parishes in which the vacancy occurred. 
The election shall be conducted in the same manner and at the same places and the returns shall be certified as 
in regular congressional elections. If at a primary or general election in a congressional district one 
representative in Congress is to be elected for a full term and another to fIll a vacancy, the ballots containing 
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the names of the candidates shall, as a part of the title of the office, designate the tenn for which the candidates 
are respectively nominated. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 545, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 792, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eft. June 26, 1981. 

§l280. Contests 

Except as may be otherwise provided by the constitution and laws of the United. States, contests of elections 
under this Part shall be made as provided.in this Title for state candidates. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

PART m. PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY 

§l280.21. Presidential preference primary election 

A statewide presidential preference primary election shall be held on the second Tuesday in March in 1988 
and every fourth year thereafter for the purpose of allowing the electors of each political party in the state which 
has forty thousand or more registered members to express their preference for a person to be the nominee of 
the party for president of the United States. Each elector voting in such election may vote only for a candidate 
who is affiliated with the same party as the elector. Notwithstanding any provisions of this Code to the contrary, 
in any statewide presidential preference primary election. at any precinct where the presidential preference issue 
or election of political party officials or both are the only matters on the ballot, the number of election 
commissioners required in such precinct shall be one commissioner-in-charge and two commissioners. 

Added by Acts 1979, No. 684, §1, eft. Dec. 1. 1979; S.C.R. No.4. 1983 2nd Ex. Sess.; Acts 1986. No. 35. 
§1. eft. June 17, 1986; Acts 1986. No. 427. §1. 

§ 1280.22. Candidates; procedure for qualifying 

A. Candidates for presidential nominee shall qualify in accordance with procedures established by the party. 
Prior to qualification as a candidate of a political party for presidential nominee. a person shall pay a qualifying 
fee of seven hundred fifty dollars and any additional fee as authorized by RS. l8:464(C) or shall have obtained 
a nominating petition, bearing the signatures of no less than one thousand registered voters affiliated with the 
party from each of the congressional districts into which the state is divided. 

B.(1) The qualifying period for presidential candidates shall open on the second Wednesday in January and 
shall close at 5:00 p.m. on the following Friday. During the qualifying period, presidential candidates shall file 
notices of candidacy with the secretary of state. A notice of candidacy shall be accompanied by the qualifying 
fee and any additional fee imposed or a nominating petition. Each sheet of a nominating petition shall set forth 
the name of the presidential candidate, as it shall appear on the election ballot, the address of the candidate, the 
political party with which be is affiliated, and the date of the presidential primary. 

(2) Each voter who signs a nominating petition shall include his name and residence address. 

(3) All persons who obtained signatures shall certify that to the best of their knowledge. infonnation, and 
belief all of the signatures on the nominating petition are genuine. and all of the statements contained in the 
petition are true and correcL 

(4) A nominating petition shall be submitted to the registrars of voters in the parishes where the signers 
reside not less than thirty days before the end of the qualifying period. 

(5) The registrar for each parish shall endorse upon the nominating petitions, whether original or 
supplemental, the date and time of submission and shall promptly certify the nominating petitions, in the order 
received, by determining and certifying on each nominating petition which of the signers are registered to vote 
in the parish. A registrar may stop certifying the signatures on a nominating petition when the total number of 
the signers he has certified as having signed the petition timely and as being registered to vote equals six 
thousand registered voters. A registrar's certification shall be conclusive as to number of qualified voters who 
timely signed a nominating petition, and evidence to the contrary shall not be admitted in an action objecting 
to the candidacy of a presidential candidate filing the nominating petition. 

Added by Acts 1979. No. 684, §1. eft. Dec. 1, 1979; S.C.R. No.4, 1983 2nd Ex. Sess; Acts 1984. No. 673, 
§1, eft. Jon. 1. 1985; Acts 1986. No. 35, §1, eff. June 17,1986; Acts 1986. No. 427, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831. 
§1. eff. Jon. 1, 1988; Acts 1992, No. 944, §1. • 
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§ 1280.23. Conduct of election 

Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Part. the election for which provision is made in this Part 
shall be conducted and the returns thereof published and promulgated as provided in the election laws of the 
state. 

Added by Acts 1979, No. 684, §1, eff. Dec. 1, 1979. 

§l28O.24. Arrangement of ballot 

The ballot for the election provided in this Part shall contain the names of each candidate arranged by party 
affiliation and placed in alphabetical order within each party. 

Added by Acts 1979, No. 684, §1, eff. Dec. 1, 1979; S.C.R. No.4, 1983 2nd Ex. Sess.; Acts 1986, No. 35, 
§1, eff. June 17, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 427, §1. 

§l28O.25. Voting according to party atrdiation 

No elector may vote in the election provided in this Part for a candidate affiliated with a party in which the 
elector is not registered. 

Added by Acts 1979, No. 684, §1, eff. Dec. 1, 1979; S.C.R. No.4, 1983 2nd Ex. Sess.; Acts 1986, No. 35, 
§1, eff. June 17, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 427, §1. 

§1280.26. Repealed by Acts 1983, No. 681, §2, eff. July 21, 1983. 

§l280.l7. Delegates to politic:al party conventions; selection; oaths; voting; allocation among presidential 
nominees 

A. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, at least ninety days prior to a presidential preference 
primary election, the state governing body of each eligible political party shall establish procedures to be 
followed in the selection of individual delegates and alternates to the convention of that party, including 
procedures for the selection of committed and uncommitted delegates. A copy of any rule adopted by the state 
party committee shall be filed with the secretary of state within seven days after its adoption and shall become 
public record. 

B. Delegates shall be allocated among the presidential candidates according to the results of the presidential 
primary and according to guidelines established by the governing bodies of the respective parties. 

C. Repealed by Acts 1984, No. 672, §3. 

Added by Acts 1979, No. 684, §1, eff. Dec. 1, 1979. S.C.R. No.4, 1983, 2nd Ex. Sess.; Acts 1984, No. 672, 
§1; Acts 1986, No. 35, §1, eff. June 17, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 427, §1. 

CHAPTER 6-A. BOND, DEBT, AND TAX ELECTIONS 

§ 1281. Statement of purpose 

The purpose of this Chapter is to implement Article VI, Section 22 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 
. by establishing a uniform procedure for the conduct of elections to authorize the issuance of bonds, the 

assumption of indebtedness, and the imposition or increase of taxes by politic:al subdivisions. The procedure 
for elections set forth in this Chapter shall apply to and shall supersede those provisions of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1921 which were continued as statutes under authority of Part n of Article XIV of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1974 and existing laws of the state of Louisiana, notwithstanding any contrary provisions 
contained therein. However, nothing contaitted in this Chapter shall repeal the limitations in effect on January 
I, 1975 on the authority of political subdivisions to impose or increase taxes. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§128l. PolItic:al subdivision defined 

For purposes of this Chapter, the term "political subdivision" means a state department, agency, board, or 
commission; a parish; a municipality; a school board and a school district; a levee board and a levee district; 
a port board and a port commission; a port, harbor, terminal and industrial district; and any special service 
district, including but not limited to a road, water, sewerage, file, protection, recreation, gas utility, or garbage 
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district, and any other board, district, or unit of local government authorized by law to conduct elections for the 
issuance of bonds, the levying or increasing of any tax, or the assumption of indebtedness. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eif. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§t283. Elections 
'" 

A. In every case in which the provisions of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 as now existing or hereafter 
amended, or of law, as now existing or hereafter amended or enacted, requires the approval of voters at an 
election in a political subdivision as a prerequisite to the issuance of bonds, levying or increasing of any tax, 
or the assumption of indebtedness by said political subdivision, the election shall be held substantially in 
accordance with the election laws set forth in Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, except that 
the election shall be called, conducted, canvassed, promulgated, and notice thereof given by the governing 
authority of the political subdivision in accordance with the procedures hereinafter set forth. 

B. The governing authority of the political subdivision may call a special election for any of these purposes 
to be held on any of the dates set forth in R.S. 18:402(F), and it shall call an election for any of these purposes 
when requested to do so by the petition in writing of one-fourth of the electors qualified to vote at an election. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§1284. Resolution calling election; proposition 

A. The election shall be ordered by a resolution of the governing authority of the political subdivision 
which shall state the purpose for which it is called. 

B. If the purpose of the election is to authorize the issuance of bonds, the resolution and the proposition 
submitted to the voters shall state the purpose for which the bonds are to be issued and, if required by the law 
pursuant to which the bonds are issued, the maximum amount of the bonds to be issued, the number of years 
for which the bonds are to run, the maximum rate of interest on the bonds. 

C. If the purpose of the election is to authorize the levy or increase of a special tax, the resolution and the 
proposition submitted to the voters shall state the rate, object, and purpose for which the tax is to be levied or 
increased and, if it is to be limited as to duration, the number of years it is to run. 

D. If the purpose of the election is to authorize the assumption of indebtedness, the resolution and the 
proposition submitted to the voters shall state the amount and nature of the debt to be assumed. 

E. II} each election ordered by a governing authority of a political subdivision for the purpose of authorizing 
the issuance of bonds, the proposition on the ballot submitted to the voters shall state the kind and source of 
revenues which are pledged to retire the bonds. . 

F.(l) The preparation of the statement of the proposition to be submitted to the voters at an election shall 
be the responsibility of the governing authority of the political subdivision ordering the election. The statement 
of the proposition shall also include a simple and unbiased concise summary in easily understood language 
which sets forth the substance of the proposition and shall not exceed four hundred words in length. Such 
summary shall be set in all capital letters and shall be placed at the beginning of the statement of the 
proposition. 

(2) The secretary of state shall be responsible for ensuring that the statement of the proposition contains 
the summary as provided in Paragraph (I) of this Subsection. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; 
Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1993, No. 426, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

§1285. Notice of election 

A.(I) Notice of the election shall be given and shall embrace substantially all matters required to be set 
forth in the resolution ordering the election, including a list of precincts where the proposition will be voted on 
and an indication for each precinct as to whether or not all registered voters in the precinct will be eligible to 
vote on the proposition, unless the proposition is to be voted on parishwide. The list of commissioners for an 
election called in accordance with R.S. 18:1286(A) is not required to be set forth in the notice of election. It 
also shall state that the governing authority of the political subdivision ordering the election will, in open session, 
at the hour and place named, proceed to canvass the returns and declare the result of the election. 

(2) The notice shall be published once a week for four consecutive weeks in the official journal of the 
political subdivision, or, if there is none, then in a newspaper of general circulation in the parish or, if there is 
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no newspaper of general circulation in the parish, then in a newspaper of general circulation in an adjoining 
parish. Not less than fony-five days nor more than ninety days shall intervene between the date of the first 
publication and the date of the election. 

B.(I)(a) Written notice of the election and the certificate required by Subparagraph (I)(c) of this Subsection 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of state, the commissioner of elections, and each clerk of coun and registrar 
of voters in the area affected by the election. If the election is to be held on a primary election date, then such 
notice and certificate shall be received by said officials on or before the last date for candidates to qualify for 
that primary election. If the election is not to be held on a primary election date, then the notice and certificate 
shall be received by said officials on or before the fony-sixth day prior to the election. The secretary of state 
shall not accept any revisions to propositions, including but not limited to changes in title, text, or numerical 
designations, after the last day for candidates to qualify in a primary election or after the fony-sixth day prior 
to an election, whichever is applicable. 

(b) Notwithstanding Subparagraph (I)(a) of this Subsection, if a proposition is to be submitted:to the voters 
at the gubernatorial primary election, the notice of such election and the certificate required by Subparagraph 
(I)(c) of this Subsection shall be received by the secretary of state on or before the last working day in July of 
the year in which the election is to be held, and no revisions to a proposition, including but not limited to 
changes in the title, text, or numerical designations, shall be accepted by the secretary of state after such date. 

(c) The secretary of state shall not prepane or certify the ballot with respect to any election for bond, debt, 
or tax propositions, conducted pursuant to this Chapter, or in respect to any other election where the proposition 
is subject to approval by the Louisiana State Bond Commission, including but not limited to any proposition to 
adopt, amend, or repeal a home rule charter which is subject to such approval, until he receives certification in 
writing from the chairman of that commission that the commission has considered and approved the proposition. 

(2) The secretary of state shall not include any proposition on any ballot of any election if such notice and 
certificate required by Subparagraph (1)(c) of this Subsection are not timely received by the secretary of state. 
The failure of the commissioner of elections, clerk of coun, or registrar of voters to timely receive notice and 
the certificate, as provided for herein, shall not prevent the secretary of state from including the proposition on 
the ballot. Any elector who is eligible to vote in the election may apply for injunctive relief to prohibit the 
placing of a proposition on the ballot if notice and the certificate are not timely received by the secret3ry of 
state. Venue for such application shall be in any parish in which the election is called, and the secretary of state 
shall be a proper party defendant. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, elf. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, elf. July 13, 1979; 
Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1981: Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, elf. June 26, 1981: S.C.R. No.8 of 1981 1st 
Ex. Sess: Acts 1984, No. 589, §1, elf. July 12, 1984: Acts 1986, No. 669, §1: Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, elf. Jan. 
1,1988: Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1989, Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1990: Acts 1992, No. 949, 
§1, elf. Jan. I, 1993: Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1994. 

§l286. PoDing places; election officers 

A. When an election called under the provisions of this Chapter is not beld at the same time as the.election 
of any public official. the governing authority of the political subdivision ordering the election shall use the 
established polling places, provide the voting machines and a compiled statement of qualified voters, and fix 
the compensation of the election officers. On or before the twenty-first day prior to sucb election, the parish 
board of election supervisors shall appoint not less than two commissioners and not less than two alternate 
commissioners for each precinct, all of wbom shall meet the qualifications set forth in Pan n of Chapter 5 of 
this Title. The commissioner-in-cbarge for each precinct at which an election called under the provisions of this 
Chapter is held shall be the commissioner-in-charge selected or appointed for such precinct under the provisions 
of Pan n of Chapter 5 of this Title. 

B. When an election called under the provisions of this Chapter is held at the same time as the election 
for any public official, the election shall be beld solely in compliance with the provisions of Parts n and V of 
Chapter S of this Title, and the commissioners selected for the election for public officials shall be the 
commissioners for the election called under the provisions of this Chapter and shall only receive the 
compensation provided for in R.S. 18:424 and RS. 18:425. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, elf. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, elf. July 6, 1978: 
Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, elf. Aug. 4, 1982: Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1988, No. 907, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1989; 
Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, elf. Jan. I, 1990. 
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§1286.1. Authority to consolidate polling places; reduce number of election officials 

A. Notwithstanding any provision of R.S. 18: 1286(A). when an election called under the provisions of this 
Chapter is not held at the same time as the election of any public official, in cases where more than one polling 
place is within the same location the parish board of election supervisors may consolidate polling places in that 
location for that election and may reduce the number of voting machines to be used in the election below the 
number fixed by R.S. 18:1363 and, in such case, shall notify the parish custodian of voting machines and the 
commissioner of elections of the number of machines to be prepared and delivered for the polling places so 
consolidated. 

B. Whenever the parish board of election supervisors consolidates polling places as authorized by 
Subsection A of this Section. it shall appoint a commissioner·in-charge to serve at each such consolidated polling 
place and may reduce to not less than two the number of commissioners and alternate commissioners to be 
appointed to serve at each such polling place. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983. 

§ 1287. Election officers; substitutes 

The commissioner·in-charge and the commissioners shall be present at the polling place at least thirty 
minutes prior to the time the polls are to open. A commissioner·in-charge who fails to so appear shall be 
replaced in accordance with R.S. 18:433(H). If any commissioner fails to so appear. or if the number of 
commissioners present is less than the number necessary to conduct the election as previously established by 
the governing authority. the commissioner·in-charge shall appoint the necessary number of commissioners in 
accordance with R.S. 18:434(0)(2). 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982. 

§1288. Election officers; oaths 

Commissioners·in-charge and commissioners shall take the oath or affirmation as provided by R.S. 18:424 
and R.S. 18:425. A commissioner may administer any oath and receive any affidavit provided for in this 
Chapter. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l289. Penalty for violations 

A. In elections held under the provisions of this Chapter the commissioners shall bave the same powers 
and duties in conducting the elections and in preserving order at the polls as are conferred and imposed upon 
similar officers under the provisions of this Title for other elections. Whatever is declared in Chapter 10 of this 
Title to be a felony. misdemeanor or other crime shall be the same for any election held under the provisions 
of this Chapter and shall be punished in the same manner. 

B. Any willful failure or neglect to comply with the requirements of this Chapter or any willful violation 
by any officer. agent, or employee of any political subdivision availing itself of the provisions of this Chapter 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty·five dollars or more than five bundred dollars or by 
imprisonment not exceeding one year. with or without hard labor. or by both fine and imprisonmenL 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2. eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§ 1290. Qualification of voters 

A. All qualified electors of the political subdivision ordering the election sball be entitled to vole in an 
election on the issuance of bonds. levying or increase of a tax. or the assumption of indebtedness by the political 
subdivision. and such bonds may be issued, such tax levied or increased. or indebtedness assumed if approved 
by a vote of a majority in number of the qualified electors voting on the proposition at such election as is 
provided in this Chapter. No voter shall be required to sign a ballot or vote assessed valuation of property. 

B. The registrar of voters shall furnish to the election commissioners appointed to bold the election the 
precinct register for each precinct or polling place. No defect or irregularity in or omission from the register 
so furnished shall affect the Validity of the election unless it is established that the voters were thereby deprived 
of votes sufficient in number to have changed the result of the election. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2. eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 
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§1291. Voting 

Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, voting machines shall be used and the election laws of this 
state applicable to other elections held under this Title shall govern the conduct of the voting in elections held 
under this Chapter. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545. §2, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l292. Canvass of returns 

On the date and at the hour and place specified in the notice of election, the governing authority ordering 
the election, in public session, shall examine and canvass the returns and declare the result of the election. The 
result shall be promulgated by one pUblication in a newspaper of general circulation in the political subdivision 
or, if there is none, in "a newspaper of general circulation in the parish or, if there is no newspaper of general 
circulation in the parish, then in a newspaper of general circulation in an adjoining parish. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l293. Proc:es verbal 

The governing authority ordering the election shall preserve a proces verbal of the canvass and shall forward 
a copy to the secretary of state, who shall record it. A copy also shall be forwarded to the clerk of the district 
court, and in Orleans Parish to the clerk of the civil district court, who shall record it in the mortgage records. 
The remaining copy shall be retained in the archives of the office of the governing authority ordering the 
election. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l294. Contests 

For sixty days after promulgation of the results of an election held under this Chapter to incur debt, issue 
bonds, levy or increase a tax or assume debt, any person in interest may contest the legality of the election, the 
bond issue provided for, the tax authorized, ot the assumption of indebtedness fot any cause. After that time 
no one shall have any"cause or right of action to contest the regularity, formality, or legality of the election, tax 
provisions, or bond authorization. for any cause whatsoever. If the validity of any election, tax, debt assumption, 
or bond issue authorized or provided fot is not raised within the sixty days, the authority to incur or assume 
debt, levy the tax, or issue the bonds, the legality thereof, and the taxes and other revenues necessary to pay the 
same shall be conclusively presumed to be valid, and no court shall have authority to inquire into such matters. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2, eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l295. Special election to Increase interest rate 

A. Any parish, municipality, or other political subdivision of the state in which a special election has been 
held, at which election the issuance of bonds of said political subdivision has been approved and a maximum 
rate of interest to be borne by said bonds has been established may, through the respective governing authority 
thereof, call and hold a special election to authorize the issuance and sale of such bonds at a maximum rate of 
interest greater than that rate specified in the proposition ot propositions previously approved. However, such 
greater maximum rate of interest so submitted for approval shall not exceed the maximum rate of interest than 
permitted by the applicable laws of the state for the type of bonds described in the aforesaid proposition or 
propositions. 

B. Any election called and held hereunder shall be held and conducted under the same legal authority under 
which the previous election was held and conducted unless such laws since have been amended, in which event 
said election shall be held and conducted in accordance with the laws of the state then in effect with respect to 
the holding and conducting of special elections to authorize the issuance of such bonds. An election held and 
conducted hereunder shall have no effect other than to permit the issuance and sale of said bonds at a maximum 
rate of interest greater than that approved at the previously held election. 

C. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Chapter, the authority to issue any bonds approved in 
prior bond elections shall remain in full force and effect. 

Added by Acts 1977, No. 545, §2. eft. Jan. 1, 1978. 
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§1296. Repealed by Acts 1984. No. 672. §3. 

CHAPTER 6-B. ELECTIONS AT WInCH A PROPOSITION 
OR QUESTION IS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS 

§1299. Applicability 

The provisions of this Chapter provide the procedures to be used in elections. except those provided for in 
Chapter 6-A of this Code, at which a proposition or question, authorized by the state constitution, by a statute 
of this state, or by a home rule charter. shall be submitted to the voters. 

Added by Acts 1978. No. 292. §1. eff. July 6. 1978. Acts 1984. No. 672. §1. 

§1299.1. Statement of question or proposition to be voted on; statement length 

A. The preparation of the statement of any question or proposition to be submitted to the voters at an 
election shall be the responsibility of the governing authority or other entity calling the election or submitting 
the question or proposition. The statement of the proposition shall also include a simple and unbiased concise 
summary in easily understood language which sets forth the substance of the proposition and shall not exceed 
four hundred words in length. Such summary shall be set in all capital letters and shall be placed at the 
beginning of the statement of the proposition. 

B. The secretary of state shall be responsible for ensuring that the statement of the proposition contains 
the summary as provided in Subsection A of this Section. 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 519. §1. eff. July 8. 1983; Acts 1993. No. 426. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1994. 

§l300. Procedures; notice of election; expenses 

A.(l) When an election at which a proposition or question is to be submitted to the voters is held at the 
same time as an election for any public official, the election shall be held in compliance with the applicable 
provisions of Chapter 5 and Chapter 6-A of this Title. 

(2) The commissioners selected to serve at the election for the public officials also shall serve as the 
commissioners for the election at which a proposition or question is to be submitted to the voters. and the 
compensation for each shall be only that amount provided for in R.S. 18:424 and R.S. 18:425 for the day of 
service as a commissioner or commissioner-in-charge. 

B. When an election at which a proposition or question is to be submitted to the voters is not held at the 
same time as the election of any public official, the election shall be held solely in compliance with and shall 
be subject to the applicable provisions of Chapter 6-A of this Title. 

C.(I)( a) When an election is called under the provisions of this Chapter, written notice of the election shall 
be transmitted to the secretary of state, the commissioner of elections, and each clerk of coon and registrar of 
voters in the area affected by the election. If the election is to be held on a primary election date, then such 
notice shall be received by the secretary of state on or before the last day for candidates to qualify in the 
primary election. If the election is not to be held on a primary election date. then such notice shall be received 
by the secretary of state on or before the forty-sixth day prior to the election. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (C)(I)(a), if a proposition or question is to be submitted 
to the voters at the gubernatorial primary election, the notice of such election shall be received by the secretary 
of state on or before the last working day in JUly. 

(2)(a) The secretary of state shall not accept any revisions to propositions, including but not limited to 
changes in title, text, or numerical designations, after the last day for candidates to qualify in a primary election 
or after the fotty-sixth day prior to an election, whichever is applicable. The secretary of state shall not include 
any proposition on any ballot of any election if such notice is not timely received by the secretary of state. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (C)(2)(a), if a proposition or question is to be submitted 
to the voters at the gubernatorial primary election, no revisions to a proposition or question. including but not 
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limited to changes in the title, text, or numerical designations, shall be accepted by the secretary of state after 
the last working day in July. 

(3) Any elector who is eligible to vote in the election may apply for injunctive relief to prohibit the placing 
of a proposition on the ballot if notice is not timely received by the secretary of state. Venue for such 
application shall be in any parish in which the election is called, and the secretary of state shall be a proper party 
defendant. 

D. Repealed by Acts 1983, No. 681, §2. eff. July 21, 1983. 

Added by Acts 1978, No. 292. §1. eff. July 6.1978. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 792. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1981; 
Acts 1981. No. 76. §1. eff. June 26.1981; H.C.R. No.8. 19811st Ex. Session; Acts 1982. No. 778. §1. eff. Aug. 
4. 1982; Acts 1983. No. 681. §2. eff. July 21. 1983; Acts 1987. No. 831. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1988; Acts 1988. No. 
909. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1993; 
Acts 1993. No. 418. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1994. 

CHAPTER 6-C. RECALL ELECTIONS 

§l300.1. Recall authorized 

Any public officer. excepting judges of the courts of record. may be reca\led in accordance with the 
provisions of this Chapter. However. no reca\l petition may be submitted for certification to or accepted for 
certification by the registrar of voters or any other official if less than six months remain in the term of office. 

Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1993. 

§ 1300.2. Petition for recall election 

A. Whenever the recall of any public officer is sought. a petition shall be directed to the governor. The 
petition shall be confined to the request that an election be called and held in the voting area for the purpose 
of recalling the officer. No reca\1 petition shall seck an election for the recall of more than one public officer, 
individually. in the same recall petition. 

B. This petition shall be signed by a number of the electors of the voting area as will in number equal not 
less than thirty·three and one·third percent of the number of the total electors of the voting area wherein and 
for which a reca\1 election is petitioned; however. where fewer than one thousand qualified electors reside within 
the voting area. the petition shall be signed by not less than fony percent of said electors. 

C. Prior to the entering of any signatures on a petition. the chainnan designated to represent the petitioners 
shall file a copy of the recall petition which will be used with the registrar of voters for each parish in which 
the reca\1 election is to be beld and with the secretary of state. The petition shall be deemed filed when it is 
received in the offices of the registrar of vOters and secretary of state. or at the time it is postmarked by the 
United States Postal Service Or is receipted on a rerum receipt request form. if it is subsequently received in the 
offices of the registrar of voters and secretary of state. The signed and dated petition shall be submitted not later 
than one hundred eighty days after the day on which the copy of the petition was filed with the registrar of 
voters and the secretary of state. If the final day for submitting the signed and dated petition falls on a Saturday. 
Sunday. or legal holiday. the deadline for filing such petition shall be on the next day which is not a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday. The chairman shall file notice with the registrar on the third day before the petition 
is submitted to the registrar that he will submit the petition and the date of such submission, unless such 
submission is made on or after the third day before the last day for submitting such petition. Such notice of 
submission shall be public record. If the notice filed with the registrar on the third day before the petition is 
submitted includes a date for submitting the signed and dated petition which falls on a Saturday, Sunday. or 
other legal holiday, the registrar shall so inform the chairman and advise the chainnan of the next day which 
is not a Saturday, Sunday. or other legal holiday and on which the petition is to be submitted. 

D. Each elector, at the time of signing the petition, shall enter his address and the date on which he signed 
beside or underneath his signature; however, if a person is unable to write, as provided in R.S. 18:1300.4, the 
two witnesses shall date their signatures. In addition. each petition shall be in compliance with the provisions 
of R.S. 18:3. In determining the number of qualified electors who signed the petition in any parish. the registrar 
of voters shall not count any signature which is undated or bears a date prior to the date on which the copy of 
the petition initially was filed with the registrar or after the last day hereinabove set forth for sub~ion of the 
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petition to the registrar. The registrar shall not receive or certify a petition submitted to him for certification 
unless it is submitted to him timely. 

Amended by Acts 1968. No. 590. §1; Acts 1977. No. 473. §1; Acts 1979. No. 148. §1; Acts 1984. No. 672. 
§1; Acts 1985. No. 754. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1; Acts 1988. No. 909. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990. No. 
lO7. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1991. 

§ 1300.3. Certification of registrar of voters; addition or withdrawal of signatures; form of names 

A. The registrar of voters of each parish in the state. wherein a recall election is sought. shall certify on 
the recall petition. within ten working days after presented to him for that purpose. the number of names 
appearing thereon. the number of persons who are electors of the voting area, and also the total number of 
electors of the voting area, as of the date of execution of the certificate. He also shall indicate on the petition 
the names appearing thereon who are not electors of the voting area. 

B. After receipt of the copy of the signed petition as provided in R.S. l8:l300.2(C). and prior to 
certification of said petition. the registrar of voters shall honor the written request of any voter who either desires 
to have his signature stricken from the petition or desires to have his signature added to the petition. 

C. When there is no registrar of voters. or deputy registrar of voters in any parish. or in case of the absence 
or inability of that officer. the clerk of the district court of the parish shall execute the certificate. Immediately 
after the recall petition is certified a copy of the petition shall be made and the original recall petition shall be 
sent to the governor by the officer executing the certificate. Such copy shall be retained in the office of the 
registrar of voters in each parish affected by the petition and shall be a public record. 

D. When any officer designated in this Chapter refuses to execute the certificates provided for. any signer 
of a recall petition. or the chairman or vice chairman designated to represent the signers. may compel the 
execution of the certificates by summary process in the district court having jurisdiction over the officer. 

E. In determining the number of persons who are electors in the voting area, the registrar shall not include 
either the name of any person who has not affixed to the petition his signature and his address or the name of 
any person whose name affixed to the petition is not the same as the name on the registrar's roll of electors. 

Amended by Acts 1952. No. 127. §16; Acts 1975. No. 338. §1; Acts 1977. No. 473. §1; Acts 1980. No. 247. 
§1; Acts 1982. No. 166. §1. eff. July 14. 1982. Acts 1984. No. 672. §1; Acts 1985. No. 754. §1; Acts 1989. No. 
179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1993. 

§ 1300.4. Signature to recall petition 

No person may sign any name to a recall petition other than his own. except in a case where a person is 
unable to write. in which case the incapacitated person shall affix his mark to the petition and the person 
circulating the petition shall affIX the name and address of the incapacitated person. as well as the date on which 
the incapacitated person affixed his mark to the petition. provided he does so in the presence of two witnesses 
who shall also sign their names as witnesses to the mark. 

Acts 1987. No. 831. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1988. 

§1300.5. Chairman and vice chairman designated In petition 

The recall petition shall designate a chairman to act for the signers of the petition in all matters. and a vice 
chairman to act on order of the chairman or in case of the death. disability. absence. or resignation of the 
chairman. The petition shall include the full name and residence address of the chairman and the vice chairman. 
The chairman and vice chairman each shall be a qualified voter in the voting area from which the public official 
whose recall is being sought is elected. 

Acts 1989. No. 727. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990. 

U300.6. Acts prohibited; penalty 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to circulate recall petitions or seek signatures to a recall petition 
within any polling place being used in an election on election day or within any place wherein absentee voting 
is being conducted. or within a radius of six hundred feet of the entrance to any polling place being used in an 
election on election day or any place wherein absentee voting is being conducted. 
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B. Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dol1ars or be 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. On a second offense or any succeeding offense, the penalty 
shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dol1ars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

Acts 1993, No. 219, §1. 

§13OO.7. Governor to order election; proclamation; publication 

A. Within fifteen days after a petition for a recall election is presented to the governor. if the required 
number of registered voters qualified to vote as of the date on which the registrar of voters of each parish within 
the area issues his certification. calculated from the certificate of each of the registrars of voters, signed the 
petition. the governor shall issue a proclamation ordering an election to be held for the purpose of voting on the 
question of the recall of the officer. The proclamation shall order the election to be held on the next available 
date specified in R.S. 18:402(F). If the election is to be held on a primary election date. the proclamation shall 
be issued on or before the last day for candidates to qualify in the election. If the election is not to be held on 
a primary election date. then the proclamation shall be issued before the forty-sixth day prior to the election. 

B. Immediately after the issuance of the proclamation. the governor shall publish the proclamation in the 
official joumal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours after issuing the 
proclamation. the governor shall send a copy of the petition and. proclamation. by registered or certified mail. 
to the clerk of the disnict court for each parish in which the election is to be held. If the election is to be held 
in Orleans Parish. the city of New Orleans. the copy of the petition and proclamation shall be mailed to the clerk 
of the criminal disnict coun. A copy of the petition and proclamation also shall be mailed to the secretary of 
state at the same time and in the same manner. Within twenty-four hours after he receives the copies. the 
secretary of state shall notify, by mail and in the same manner, all election officials having any duty to perform 
in connection with a recall election, including the parish board of election supervisors for the parish or parishes 
in which the election is held. 

Amended by Acts 1978. No. 292, §2. ejJ. July 6,1978; Acts 1988, No. 909. §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1990. 
No. 107, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1993. 

§13OO.8. Voting areas 

The voting area for an election to recall an officer is the area which composes the state, district, parish, 
municipality or ward from which the officer's successor is to be chosen. 

TItis 8rea is the basis on which to determine whether the signatures to the recall petition are sufficient and 
proper; the number of signatures required is determined' by calculation of the number of electors of the voting 
area as set forth in R.S. 18:1300.2. 

§l3OO.9. R.ecall elections, conduct In aecordanee with Election Code 

Elections for the recall of any public officer shall be held under and in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of the Louisiana Election Code, except as otherwise specifically provided in this Chapter. 

Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §2, ejJ. July 6, 1978. 

§l3OO.10. Commissioners of election 

The parish board of election supervisors shall name the three commissioners who shall compose the three 
election commissioners. 

Acts 1988, No. 907. §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989. 

11300.11. Preparation of ballots; marking of ballots 

The ballots at recall elections shall be provided and supplied in the same manner as the ballots for general 
elections, and in accordance with general election laws, except as provided in this Chapter. All ballots shall be 
printed upon white paper, of uniform quality, texture, and size, and printed in black ink. At the top of the ballot, 
printed in large capital letters, shall be: 

"SPECIAL ELECl10N FOR TIlE RECALL OF 

(Here state name and title of the officer whose recall is at issue.)" 
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Then shall follow the number and name of the election district and the location of the polling place. Then shall 
follow the dates of the election. Then shall follow, in separate lines on the ballot, the following: 

''FOR TIlE RECAll.. __ 

AGAINST TIlE RECAll.. __ " 

After the words "FOR the Recall,'o'shall be a blank square, and after the words "AGAINST the Recall," shall 
be a blank square. The ballot shall have a printed instruction on its face in confonnity with R.S. l8:l306(A), 
infonning the voter of the types of marks which may be used to indicate his vote. 

Amended by Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14, 1982. 

§ 1300.12. Results of election 

The majority of the votes cast shall detennine the result of the recall election. Votes shall be tabulated and 
returns made, declared, and promulgated as at a general election. 

§l300.1l. Declaration of vacancy 

When the majority is in favor of the reca1I, the public officer is, ipso facto, recalled and removed from the 
office. and the governor shall, by proclamation, declare the office vacant, and the office shall be filled as in the 
case of ordinaty vacancies and according to the constitution and laws of the state. A public officer who has 
been recalled and removed from office shall not be appointed to succeed himself in the office from which he 
was reca1led and removed. 

Amended by Acts 1979. No. 229. §2, eff. July 13, 1979. 

§1300.14. Failure of recall 

In case any election is called and held for the purpose of deciding upon whether or not any public officer 
shall be reca11ed, and at the election the effort to reca1l fails, then no election shall be held to reca11 the same 
officer within eighteen months from date of the election at which the recall failed to carry. 

§ 1300.15. Recall proceedings involving governor or Secretary of State 

In all cases where the governor's office is involved in a reca11 election, the Secretary of State shall issue 
the proclamation and act in all marters where it is made the duty of the governor to act, and in case the office 
of Secreiary of State is involved, then the governor shall act instead of the Secretary of State. 

§l300.16. Penalty 

Whoever violates any provision of this ChaPter shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more 
than one thousand dollars, and imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days. 

§l300.17. RIght to contest preserved 

Nothing contained in this Chapter shall be construed to deny to any public officer reca1led, or whose recall 
is sought, the right to contest the recall, or any proceedings in relation thereto, in any court of competent 
jurisdiction, for fraud or other illegality. The procedural provisions of ChaPter 9, Part I. of this Code shall be 
applicable to sucb actions. 

Acts 1986, No. 669, §). 

CHAPTER 7. ABSENTEE VOTING 

§1301. ApplicabDity 

This ChaPter provides a method of voting by absentee ballot in primaty and general elections, bond 
elections, tax elections, and special elections, which is in addition to the methods otherwise provided in this 
Title. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 
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§l302. Dermltions 

As used in this Chapter. unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following terms shall have the 
meanings hereafter ascribed to each: 

(I) "Federal postcard application" means an application for absentee ballot as pennined by 50 USC 1464.' 

(2) "Clerk" means the clerk of court of each parish, except that in a parish having both a civil and a 
criminal sheriff, the word refers to the civil sheriff. 

(3) "Election official" means the parish board of election supervisors; clerks and their employees who 
perform duties in the election process; registrars of voters and their employees; the secretary of state and 
employees of his office who perform duties in the election process; the commissioner of elections and employees 
of his office; and the poll commissioners, including the commissioner-in-charge. 

(4) "United States Service" means the following persons, and their spouses and dependents: 

(a) A member of the armed forces while in active service. 

(b) A member of the merchant marine of the United States. 

(c) A civil employee of the United States, in any category, while serving outside the territorial limits of 
the several states of the United States and the District of Columbia, whether or not the employee is subject to 
the federal civil service laws and the Classification Act of 1949 and whether or not paid from funds appropriated 
by Congress. 

(d) A member of a religious group Or welfare agency assisting members of the armed forces who is 
officially anached to and serving with the armed forces. 

(5) "Registrar" means the registrar of voters of each parish. 

(6) "Board" means the parish board of election supervisors of each parish. If absentee commissioners are 
utilized by the parish board of election supervisors to count and tabulate absentee votes, the term "board" for 
the purposes of R.S. 18:1313; 18:1315; 18:1316; and 18:1317 may also mean absentee commissioners. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. 

'50 U.S.CA. §J464. 

§l303. Persons entitled to vote In compliance with this Chapter 

. A. In person. The persons hereafter enumerated, wbo are otherwise qualified to vote, may vote absentee 
in person at a place designated by the registrar as provided in R.S. 18:1309(A) and (B): 

(I) A person who expects to be absent from the parish in which he is qualified to vote on election day. 

(2) A person who expects to be hospitalized on election day or a person wbo expects to be hospitalized 
and released prior to election day but who expects to be restricted to his bed by his physician on election day. 

(3) A member of the United States Service, as defined in R.S. 18:1302, and his spouse and dependents, 
who expect to be out of the parish On election day. 

(4) A student, instructor, or professor in an institution of higher learning located outside the parish in 
which he is qualified to vote and wbo lives outside of said parish by reason thereof, and his spouse and 
dependents accompanying and residing with him, who expect to be out of the parish on election day. 

(5) A minister, priest, rabbi, or other member of the clergy assigned to a religious post outside of the 
United States and his spouse and any dependents accompanying and residing with him, who expect to be out 
of the parish on election day. 

(6) A person residing outside the United States who expects to be out of the parish on election day. 

(7) A person Who, after the registration books have closed as required by R.S. 18:135, has moved his 
residence to another parish, and the new residence is more than one hundred miles from the parish seat of the 
parish of his former residence, in which case he may vote by absentee haJlot in the parish of his former 
residence. 

(8) Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 418, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1994. 

(9) A person involuntarily confined to an institution for mental treabnent who is not interdicted and 
judicially declared mentally incompetent. 
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(10) A person who, by virtue of his employment or occupation, expects to be out of his parish of 
registration on election day or who by virtue of his employment or occupation expects to be out of his precinct 
of registration and upon the waters of the state on election day. 

(II) A disabled voter, as provided in R.S. 18:\304. 

(12) A person who declares to the registrar that tenets of his religion require his attendance at religious 
services on election day, prevent him from afftxing his signature on any ballot or registration rolls on an election 
day, or otherwise prevent him from casting his ballot on election day. 

(13) A clerk of court, registrar of voters, or a person who is employed by the secretary of State, the 
commissioner of elections, a clerk of COurt, or registrar of voters and who, by virtue of his employment, expects 
to be unable to go to his po\ling place on election day to cast his ballot, 

(14) A person serving as commissioner-in-charge, commissioner, or alternate commissioner for an election 
in a precinct other than the precinct in which he is registered to vote. 

(15) A person who is sixty-five years of age or older. 

(16) Any person who has registered by mail who has not previously voted in any election. 

B. By mail. The following persons, otherwise qualified to vote, who expect to be out of the parish on 
election day, may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter: 

(I) A member of the United States Service, as defined in R.S. 18:1302, and his spouse and dependents. 

(2) A student, instructor, or professor in an institution of higher learning located outside the parish in which 
he is qualified to vote and who lives outside of said parish by reason thereof, and his spouse and any dependent 
accompanying and residing with him. 

(3) A minister, priest, rabbi, or other member of the clergy assigned to a religious post outside the parish 
in which he is registered and his spouse and any dependents accompanying and residing with him. 

(4) A person who is or who expects to be temporarily outside the territorial limits of the state or absent 
from the parish in which he is qualified to vote during the absentee voting period and on election day. 

(5) A person who, after the registration books have closed as required by R.S. 18:135, has moved his 
residence to another parish and the new residence is more than one hundred miles from the parish seat of the 
parish of his former residence, in which case be may vote by absentee ballot in the parish of his former 
residence. 

(6) A person involuntarily confined in an instiwtion for mental treatment outside the parish in which be 
is qualified to vote, who is not interdicted and not judicially declared incompetent, 

(7) Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 418, §2, e.ff. Jan. I, 1994. 

(8) A person residing outside the United States. 

C. Sequestered jury member. A person who is otherwise qualified to vote, who is a member of a 
sequestered jury on election day, may vote absentee as provided in R.S. 18:1307.1, R.S. 18:1307.2, and R.S. 
18:1308.1, upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter. 

D. Hospita1ized. (I) A person who is otherwise qualified to vote, who expects to be hospitalized on 
election day and who did not have knowledge of his proposed hOSpitalization until after the time to vote absentee 
in person had expired, may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter. 

(2) A person who is otherwise qualified to vote, who expects to be hospitalized on election day and who 
was hospitalized during the time to vote absentee in person, may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

(3) A person who was hospitalized and released prior to an election but who is either hospitalized or 
restticted to his bed by his physician during absentee voting in person and is restticted to his bed by his 
physician on election day may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter. 

E. Employed upon state waters. A person who, hy virtue of his employment or occupation expects to be 
out of his precinct of registration and upon the waters of the state both during the absentee voting period and 
on election day may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter. 

F. Special handicapped persons. A person who lives at bome and is approved for participation in the 
Special Handicapped Program under Part m of Chapter 7-A of this Title may vote absentee by mail as provided 
therein. 

118 - Louisiana E1ection Code House of Representatives Database 



G. Persons incarcerated. A person incarcerated in an institution inside or outside the parish in which he 
is qualified 10 vote, who is not under an order of imprisonment for conviction of a felony, may only vote 
absentee by mail and only upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter and certification to the appropriate 
registrar by the sheriff of the parish where the person is incarcerated that he is not a convicted felon. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 299, §3, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977, 
No. 513, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1979, No. 229, §1, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. /, 
1981; Acts 1981, No. 106, §1; Acts 198/, No. 475, §1; Acts 1983, No. 500, §1, eff. July 6,1983; Acts 1985, No. 
754, §1; Acts 1985, No. 223, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §/, eff. Jan. 1, 
1990; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 748, §1; Acts 1992, No. 922, §1; Acts 1993, No. 
4/8, §§/ and 2, eff. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1994, 3Td Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 1304. Disabled voters; permanent disabillty 

A. A person who is physically disabled to an extent which prevents him from .voting at the polls on election 
day may vote absentee in person when the application therefor is accompanied hy a certificate of a physician 
certifying that the disability makes the voter unable to go to the polls on election day. 

B.O) Any qualified voter who has a permanent physical disability which makes it improbable that he will 
be able 10 be present at the polls at any future election may obtain a disabled voter's identification card which 
will enable him 10 vote under this Chapter as a physically incapacitated voter without the necessity of 
accompanying his application for a ballot for each election with the certificate of a physician. as required by 
Subsection A hereof. Application for a disabled voter's identification card shall be made in writing to the 
registrar of voters and shall be accompanied by a certificate of the attending physician specifically describing 
the nature of the physical disability and stating that it is improbable that the person will be physically able to 
vote at the polls in the foreseeable future. Upon receipt of the application and the physician's certificate, the 
registrar of voters shall issue a disabled voter's identification card to the applicant. The identification card shall 
bear an identification number, which shall be clearly noted on the registration records of the voter. If the holder 
becomes physically capable of voting in person at the polls, he shall surrender his disabled voter's identification 
card 10 the registrar of voters before the next election. 

(2) A disabled voter's identification card shall be valid for five years, but may be renewed for successive 
periods of five years in the same manner as is herein prescribed for issuance of the original card, accompanied 
by a new certificate of the attending physician. Within ninety days prior 10 the expiration date appearing on 
each identification card, the registrar of voters shall notify the voter 10 whom it was issued by mail of the date 
on which the identification card wi11 expire and that he no longer will be eligible to vote as herein provided 
unless the card is renewed. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982. 

§l30S. VotiDg at poDs prohibited 

A person who bas voted by absentee ballot either by mail or in person shall not vote in person at the polls 
on election day. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 513, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. 

§l306. Preparation and distribution of absentee baBols 

A.O) The secretary of state shall prepare absentee ballots. The size and weight of paper, size and type of 
print, and other matters pertaining 10 absentee ballots shall be determined by the secretary of state, subject 10 
approval as 10 content by the attorney general. All ballots and parapbernalia of the same kind shall be identical 
as 10 size and weight of paper, size, type, and color of print, and other matters. 

(2) Each ballot shall have printed on its face instructions informing the voter of the typeS of marks which 
may be used on that ballot 10 indicate his vote. Depending on the type of ballot used in an election, the 
following marks may be used by a voter 10 indicate his vote: 

(a) A cross [Xl marl<; 

(b) A check [.I) marlc:; 

(c) A marl< that is made by filling in the appropriate space or box; or 
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(d) A mark that is made by punching out the appropriate space or box. 

The instructions shall inform the voter that a combination of marks may not be used on the same ballot and that 
the use of more than one type of mark on the same ballot will result in that ballot being voided. 

(3) Depending on the type of ballot used in an election, a ballot shall be marked by the voter with a pencil 
containing black lead or a pen or ball-point pen containing black, blue-black, or blue ink, or with an instrument 
or device to punch out the appropriate space or box on the ballot. The instructions printed on the face of the 
ballot shall inform the voter of the type of instruments that he shall use to mark his ballot. 

(4) The secretary of state shall prepare a special absentee ballot for candidates and constitutional 
amendments to be voted on in general elections, subject to approval as to content by the attorney general. TIlis 
special ballot shall only be for use by a qualified voter who is either a member of the United States Service or 
who resides outside of the United States. Such special ballot shall contain a list of the titles of all offices being 
contested at the primary election and the candidates qualifying for the primary election for each office, and shall 
permit the elector to vote in the general election by indicating his order of preference for each candidate for each 
office. On the special ballot shall also be printed each constitutional amendment to be voted on in the general 
eJection. To indicate his order of preference for each candidate for each office to be voted on in the election, 
the voter shall put the number one next to the name of the candidate who is the voter's first choice, the number 
two for his second choice and so forth so that, in consecutive numerical order, a number indieating the voter's 
preference is written by the voter next to each candidate's name on the ballot. A space shall be provided for 
the voter to indicate his preference for or against each constitutional amendment contained on the ballot. The 
voter shall not be required to indicate his preference for more than one candidate on the ballot if the voter so 
chooses. The secretary of state shall also prepare instructions for use of the special ballot. 

B. The secretary of state shall prepare mail absentee ballot envelopes, in-person absentee ballot envelopes, 
absentee voting instructions, certificates, and other absentee balloting paraphernalia consistent with the provisions 
of this Chapter, subject to approval of the attorney general as to content. When a court of competent 
jurisdiction, a registrar of voters, the secretary of state, or other competent authority determines that there exists 
a literate linguistic minority equal to more than five percent of the total popUlation of any parisb, the secretary 
of state, with approval of the attomey general as to content, shall prepare and furnish absentee ballots, absentee 
voting instructions, and certificates in the minority language in sufficient quantity to send each absentee voter 
requesting voting material in that language. 

C.(l) At least twenty days before each primary election and at least thirteen days before eacb general 
election, the secretary of state shall deliver to the registrar in each parisb in which the election is to be held the 
absentee ballots, envelopes, certificates, instructions to be used in voting by absentee ballot in that election, and 
a statement, approved by the attorney general, explaining the scope and nature of any proposed constitutional 
amendment The number of absentee ballOts and other necessary paraphernalia to be so delivered shall be up 
to ten percent of the registered voters within each parish. 

(2) At least twenty days before each primary election the secretary of state shall deliver to the registrar in 
each parish in whicb the election is to be held the special absentee ballot for qualified voters who are either 
members of the United States Service or persons residing outside of the United States. The number of special 
ballots and other necessary parapbernalia, including instructions for the use of the special ballot, to be so 
delivered shall be up to one percent of the registered voters within each parish. 

D. A mail or in-person absentee ballot envelope shall have printed on its face in red bold face type: 

FOR BALLOT ONLY 
VIOLATION OF ABSENTEE VOTING LAWS VOIDS BALLOT 

AND MAY RESULT IN CRIMINAL PENALTIES 
VOTING AT POllS AFTER VOTING ABSENTEE IS 

PROlDB1TED 
AND MAY RESULT IN CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

E.(1) A mail or in-person absentee ballot envelope also shall have a perforated extension or flap below the 
sealing line, which shall bear a certificate prescribed by the secretary of state and approved by the attorney 
general. The certificate shall include but not necessarily be limited to: 

(a) The full name and place of residence of the voter in Louisiana, including state, parish, ward, precinct, 
city, and street 
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(b) The statement of the voter cenifying that he applied for the ballot, marked the enclosed ballot(s) himself 
or that they were marked for him according to his instructions and in his presence. 

(c) The statement of the voter that he is entitled to vote at the precinct he narnes. 

(d) Authorization to the parish board of election supervisors to open the envelope and count his ballot. 

(e) His mother's maiden narne. 

(f) An affidavit followed by a line for the signature of the voter, cenifying that the statements made by him 
are true and correct and that the voter is aware of the penalties for knowingly making a false statement therein, 
which penalties shall be stated on the cenificate. 

(2) The cenificate ';,n a mail absentee ballot envelope also shall include: 

(a) Spaces for the state and parish or county where it is executed. 

(b) A list of the causes which entitle a voter to vote by mail absentee ballot, including a method by which 
the voter shall indicate the cause applicable to him. . 

(3) The cenificate on an in-person absentee ballot envelope also shall include a statement of the voter that 
he has reviewed the eligibility requirements and is entitled to vote absentee in person. 

(4) A mail or in-person absentee ballot envelope flap shall also contain lines for the signature of two 
witnesses. The voter may sign the cenificate in the presence of two witnesses, who must also sign the 
cenificate, and in such a case, the voter shall not be required to obtain the signature of a notary pUblic, but his 
cenificate shall be made under penalty of petjury for providing false or fraudulent information. Above the 
perforation and along the seal line the words "DO NOT DETACH FLAP" shall be printed. 

F. The secretary of state shall design and provide a standard notice advising the public of the causes which 
entitle a voter to vote by absentee ballot in person. The notice shall be furnished to each parish registrar of 
voter's office wherein absentee voting in person is being conducted. The registrar shall post the notice in a 
prontinent location to allow prospective voters to review eligibility requirements for voting absentee in person. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1. qJ. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 513, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1978, 
No. 292. §1. qJ. July 6, 1978; Acts 1980. No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1981. No. 77. §1. eff. June 26. 
1981; Acts 1982. No. 10. §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1983; Acts 1982. No. 166. §1. eff. July 14.1982; Acts 1985. No. 755. 
§1; Acts 1986. No. 425. §1; Acts 1987. No. 831. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1988; Acts 1988. No. 909. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989; 
Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1992. No. 438. §1. eff. June 20. 1992; Acts 1992. No. 949. §1. 
eff. Jan. 1. 1993. 

§1307, Application by mall 

A. A person qualified to vote absentee by mail under this Chapter may make application therefor to the 
registrar by letter; over his signature; seoing forth: 

(I) The election or elections for which he requests an absentee hallot. 

(2) The reason for his request to vote absentee and attaching any documents in suppon thereof that are 
required by law. 

(3) The address to which the absentee hallot or ballots shall be sent. 

(4) The ward and precinct in which the person is qualified to vote. if known. 

(5) If the person requests that a ballot for a general election be sent in addition to a ballot for the primary. 
be shall declare in writing to the registrar that be will be eligible to vote absentee by mail in the general election. 

B. Except as provided in Subsection C of this Section. an application must be received by the registrar not 
earlier than sixty days or later than ninety-six bours before the close of the polls for the election for which it 
is requested. and the date received shall be noted thereon. 

C. If the applicant is a member of the United States Service or resides outside the United States, he may 
use the federal postcard application. and the period during which applications may be received by the registrar 
sball extend from twelve months to seven days before election day. 

D. A person entitled to vote absentee by mail may request in his application for an absentee ballot for a 
primary election that an absentee ballot for the succeeding general election be sent to him when such ballots 
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become available for distribution. However. in such case. the applicant shall declare in writing to the registrar 
that he will be eligible to vote absentee by mail in the general election. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. efJ. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1977. No. 513. §1. efJ. Jan. 1. 1978; Acts 1980. 
No. 506. §1. efJ. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1985. No. 754. §1; Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1991. 

§ 1307 .1. Application by person ~erving on sequestered jury 

A. A person qualified to vote absentee pursuant to R.S. IS:1303(C) may make application therefor to the 
registrar by letter over his signature. setting forth: 

(I) The election for which be requests an absentee ballot. 

(2) The reason for his request to vote absentee and attaching thereto a certified copy of the court order 
required by R.S. IS:1307.2. 

(3) The address to which the absentee ballot shall be delivered. 

(4) The ward and precinct in which the person is qualified to vote. if known. 

B. An application must be received by the registrar on the day of the election for which it is requested, 
and the date received shall be noted thereon by the registrar. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 475. §1. 

§1307.2. Procedure for absentee votiDg by member of sequestered jury 

Upon the request of a person selected to serve as a member of a jury which is sequestered on the day of 
an election and who is entitled to vote by absentee ballot under the provisions ofR.S. IS: 1303(C). the court shall 
so inform the registrar of voters in writing and shall order that the officer of the court in charge of the jury: 

(I) Pennit the jurors to make application to vote by absentee hallot as set forth in R.S. IS:I307.1 and 
provide the jurors with the materials needed to make application. 

(2) Deliver all of the applications to the registrar of voters at the earliest feasible time during the registrar's 
regular office bours as set forth in R.S. IS:I309(A) on the day of the election. 

(3) Obtain from the registrar of voters and deliver to the applicants necessary instructions. certificates. 
ballots. and envelopes as provided in R.S. IS:130S.I(A). 

(4) Deliver to the registrar of voters the envelopes containing absentee ballots as set forth in R.S. 
IS: 130S.I. prior to the closing of the polls. . 

Added by Acts 1981. No. 475. §1. 

§ 1308. Absentee votiDg by maD 

A.(I )(a) Beginning with the date on which the registrar receives the absentee ballots and other necessary 
paraphernalia from the secretary of state. and thereafter. immediately upon receipt of an application by mail. the 
registrar shall mail the necessary instructions, certificates. ballots. and envelopes to the applicant at the address 
furnished by the applicanL The registrar shall detach the perforated slip from the absentee ballot before mailing 
it to the voter and shall retain the slip in the records of his office for six months. 

(b) If the voter feels he will not have time to vote timely by mail. the voter may request that the registrar 
transmit to him by facsimile a ballot, including the affidavit, or a second ballot, as the case may be. and the 
registrar shall do so if be has a facsimile machine in his office. The voter may then mail his voted ballot, 
including the affidavit, back to the registrar or transmit it by facsimile if the registrar has a facsimile machine 
in his office. If the voter transmits his voted ballot to the registrar by facsimile. the transmittal shall contain 
the following statement: "I understand that by faxing my voted ballot I am voluntarily waiving my right to a 
secret ballot." This statement shall be followed by the voter's signature. date. and social security number. Upon 
receipt of the transmittal. the registrar sball place the voted ballot along with the signed statement and affidavit 
in an appropriately marked envelope and seal it. The registrar and his staff shall take the steps necessary to keep 
the voted ballots received by facsimile as confidential as practicable. 

(2)(a) With respect to persons on active duty in the United States military service or outside the continenial 
boundaries of the United States. these materials shall be mailed as provided by the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (39 USC 3406 and 42 USC 1973ff et seq.) and shall include both the primary 
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election ballot and the special ballot for the general election. The envelope mailed to the voter shall contain four 
envelopes, two of which shall be the ballot envelopes and two of which shall be return envelopes. Each return 
envelope shall bear the official title and mailing address of the registrar, whether it contains a primary or general 
election ballot, and the name, return address, and precinct or district number of the voter. The voter shall return 
his voted primary election hallot and special ballot for the general election to the registrar in the appropriate 
envelopes. The registrar of voters shall not mail a regular general election absentee ballot to a member of the 
United States Service or to persons residing overseas if the registrar has mailed the special ballot, as provided 
herein. to such voter. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph A(2)(a), if the voter is on active duty in the United 
States military service or residing outside the United States continental boundaries and feels he will not have 
time to vote timely by mail, the voter may request that the registrar transmit to him by facsimile a ballot, 
including the affidavit, or a second ballot, as the case may be, and the registrar shall do so if a facsimile 
machine is available for his use. The voter may then either mail or transmit by facsimile his voted ballot, 
including the affidavit, back to the registrar at the facsimile machine number designated by the registrar. If the 
voter chooses to transmit his voted ballot to the registrar by facsimile, the transmittal shall contain the following 
statement: "r understand that by faxing my voted ballot r am voluntarily waiving my right to a secret ballot." 
This statement shall be followed by the voter's signature, date, and social security number. Upon receipt of the 
transmittal, the registrar shall place the voted ballot along with the signed statement and affidavit in an 
appmpriately marked envelope and seal it. The registrar and his staff shall take the steps necessary to keep the 
voted ballots received by facsimile as confidential as practicable. 

(c) The secretary of state as the chief election officer of the state, in conjunction with the commissioner 
of elections, shall take all actions reasonably necessary to allow persons residing outside the continental 
boundaries and persons on active duty in the armed forces to vote according to the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act or otherwise during a period of declared emergency, whether by mail, facsimile, 
or other means of transmission of the ballot, notwithstanding any pmvision of this Code to the contrary. 

B. The ballot shall be marked as provided in RS. 18:1310 and returned to the registrar. Upon its receipt, 
the registrar shall post the name and precinct of the voter as required by R.S. 18:1311. 

C. Except as pmvided in RS. 18:1308.1(C) and 1311(0) (I) and (5), all ballots received by the registrar 
before election day shall be counted. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 513, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 475, §1; Acts 1983, 
No. 519, §1, eft. July 8, 1983; Acts 1986, No. 425, §1; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 
909, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1991, No. 201, §1, eff. July 2,1991; Acts 1992, No. 438, §1, eff. June 20,1992,
Acts 1993, No.' 418, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1994. 

11308.1, Absentee voting by person sening on sequestered jury 

A. lmmediatc1y upon receipt of an application, the registrar shall deliver the necessary instructions, 
certificates, ballots, and envelopes to the officer of the court in charge of the sequestered jury on which the 
applicant is serving, at the address fwnished by the applicant. The registrar shall detach the perforated slip from 
each absentee ballot before delivering it to the officer, shall retain the slip from each absentee ballot before 
delivering it to the officer, and shaI1 retain the slip in the records of his office for six months. Each envelope 
delivered to the officer shall contain two envelopes, one of which shall be the ballot envelope and the other shall 
be a return envelope bearing the official title and mailing address of the registrar and the name, return address, 
and precinct or district number of the voter. This latter envelope shall be used by each voter to return his ballot. 

B. The ballot shaI1 be marked as pmvided in RS. 18:1310 and returned to the registrar by the officer of 
the court in charge of the sequestered jury. Upon its receipt, the registrar shall post the name and precinct of 
the voter as required by RS. 18:1311. 

C. All ballots of persons serving on a sequestered jury received by the registrar by the time of closing of 
the polls on the day of the election shall be counted. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 475, §1. 
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§l30S.2. Absentee voting by mail for presidential candidates 

A. At least forty-five days before each presidential election, the secretary of state shall deliver to each 
registrar a sufficient quantity of absentee ballots, envelopes, certificates, and instructions to be used only by 
members of the United States service, as defined in R.S. 18:1302, and persons residing outside the United States 
who are registered to vote pursuant to R.S. 18:103(C), for the election of the President of the United States. 
The absentee ballot sball be prepared according to law and sball contain only presidential candidates. The ballot 
return envelope sball be marked "Presidential Ballot Only". 

B. Absentee voting by mail for presidential candidates as provided in Subsection A hereof sball be 
conducted pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter governing absentee voting generally. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, elf. Aug. 4, 1982. 

§1309. Absentee application and voting In person 

A.(1) The periods for conducting absentee application and voting in person shall be from twelve days to 
six days prior to any scheduled election. 

(2) During the period of absentee voting in person, the registrar sball maintain regular office hours, 
remaining open from 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 8:30 a.m. to 12 o'clock noon 
on Saturday; however, if any holiday provided by law or proclaimed by the governor for state departments falls 
during the period for absentee voting, the office of the registrar sball remain open until 4:30 p.m. on the last 
day of the period for absentee voting. If the holiday falls on the last day of the period for absentee voting, the 
registrar sball post a notice to that effect at the entrance to the office of the registrar. Absentee voting in person 
on the last day of voting will terminate when all persons who were in line to vote at the close of the regular 
office hours of the registrar's office, as provided herein, have been allowed to vote. If the office space of the 
registrar is insufficient or inconvenient to accommodate absentee voting, the registrar may provide for an 
alternate location to conduct absentee voting, which location sball be in the courthouse or in a public building 
in the immediate vicinity thereof, and in such case, adequate notice sball be posted at the registrar's office 
informing the public of the location where absentee voting is being conducted. 

(3) A registrar sball observe the holidays which are provided by law or proclain1ed by the governor for 
state departments during any period for condUcting absentee application and voting in person. 

B. For the pwpose of facilitating absentee voting in person, the registrar may designate, in addition to the 
location for absentee voting provided in Subsection A hereof, one branch office wherein absentee voting in 
person may be conducted. Any such branch office sball be located in a public building and the hours during 
which absentee voting in person may be conducted therein sball be fixed by the registrar as provided in 
Subsection A of this Section. 

C. In parishes which extend in one direction more than fifty miles and which are interspersed with 
navigable waters, the registrar may designate, in addition to the locations for absentee voting provided for in 
Subsections A and B hereof, one additional branch office wherein absentee voting in person may be conducted. 
Any such branch office shall be located in a public building and the hours during which absentee voting in 
person may be conducted therein sball be fixed by the registrar. 

0.(1) Before any voter is allowed to vote absentee in person at a place as provided in Subsection A of this 
Section, the registrar or his deputy shall establish the voter's identity by requiring him to submit his current 
Louisiana driver's license or his current registration certificate. If the voter does not have either document in 
his possession, the registrar or his deputy sball establish his identity in the manner provided in R.S. 18:I05(A). 

(2) Before any voter is allowed to vote at a branch office as provided in Subsection B of this Section, the 
registrar or deputy registrar sball establisb the voter's identity by requiring him to submit his current registration 
certificate. 

E.(1) Upon a voter's application to vote absentee in person, the registrar or his deputy sball obtain the 
information required to be included on the list provided in R.S. 18:131I(A). 

(2) The registrar sball hand to the voter the ballot, ballot envelope, and the certificate provided in R.S. 
l8:1310(B), if needed. Except as otherwise provided in this Paragraph, the voter shall sign the precinct register 
prior to executing the absentee ballot. If the voter is voting at a branch office as provided in Subsection B of 
this Section, he shall be required to sign and date a duplicate of the list provided in R.S. 18:131I(A) prior to 
executing the absentee ballot. 
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(3) The voter then shall retire to a place within the area designated for the marking of ballots in secrecy 
and shall fiU in the flap cenificate and mark his ballot as provided in R.S. 18:1310. He shall fold his marked 
ballot and. without the voter releasing it, the registrar shall detach the perforated slip from the ballot. after which 
the voter shall place it in the ballot envelope. seal it, and return it to the registrar or his deputy. 

F. By no later than the fifth day before an election. the registrar shall have received from the branch office 
all ballots. ballot envelopes. cenificates. lists. and other election paraphernalia. Immediately upon receipt 'of 
these materials, the registrar shall compare the infonnation contained on the flap cenificate of each ballot and 
the signed duplicate lists with the infonnation contained in the precinct register. If the registrar finds any 
discrepancies between the infonnation contained on the flap cenificate of a ballot envelope and that contained 
in the precinct register, he shall make a note thereof on the front of the ballot envelope. 

G. Prior to delivery of the precinct register to the parish custodian, the registrar shall enter the word 
"absentee" and the date of the election in the proper space on the precinct register for each voter who voted 
absentee in person and for each voter who voted absentee by mail whose ballot the registrar had ·received on 
or before the last day for voting absentee in person. 

Am 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, 
No. 106, §I, eff. July 3,1981; Acts 1982, No. 10, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1983; Acts 1983, No. 519, §I, eff. July 8,1983; 
Acts 1984, No. 672, §I; Acts 1985, No. 755, §I; Acts 1987, No. 831, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 179, 
§I, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 949, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1993. 

§1310. Execution of certificate; marking of ballot; assistance 

A. When a voter receives the absentee voting materials by mail or in person, he first shall fiU in all blanks 
on the certificate on the ballot envelope flap and shall sign it. The voter then shall mark the baUot according 
to the printed instructions on its face. Then the voter shall place the ballot in the envelope and seal the 
envelope. 

B.(I) No candidate in any election shall assist any voter in casting his ballot in that election. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, a person otherwise qualified to vote 
by absentee ballot who is blind or physically handicapped or who is unable to read or write may receive 
assistance in voting absentee from any person of his selection. The failure of a voter to furnish notice and proof 
during the time that the registration records are closed shall not deprive the voter of his right to receive 
assistance in voting if he complies with the requirements of the laws governing the conduct of elections with 
respect to assistance to voters in casting their votes as required by R.S. 18:564(0)(1). 

(3) A person who is eligible for assistance in voting absentee may, in the same manner, seek assistance 
in the signing of his name or making of his mark. Any person who assists a Volcr in signing his name or 
making his mark shall explain to the voter that a signature or mark so made cenifies that all statements in the 
cenificate are true and correct and that any person who knowingly provides faIse or incorrect statements is 
subject to a fine or imprisonment, or both. 

Acts 1989, No. 179, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1993, No. 418, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 199:1. 

§l31l. LIst of absentee voters; posting; delivery of alphabetized list to precincts; snpplements 

A. Immediately upon receipt of an application to vote absentee by mail or in person, the registrar shall 
. enter the name of the applicant and his street or mai1ing address, ward, and precinct number on a list. He shall 

post the list in a conspicuous place accessible to the public at the entrance to his office. 

B. The registrar shall keep a list containing the names of all persons who vote by absentee ballot in person 
and of those whose absentee ballots by mail be has received. He shall post this list in a conspicuous place 
accessible to the public at the entrance to his office. After the last day for voting absentee in person, the 
registrar shall prepare a list, arranged alphabetically by precinct, of the names of all persons who have voted 
absentee in person or from whom absentee ballots by mail were received on or before the last day for voting 
absentee in person. The registrar shall retain a copy of the list for use by the parish board of election 
supervisors on election night and shaH post a copy. of the list in a conspicuous place accessible to the public at 
the entranee to his office. 

C.(l) The registrar shall prepare a supplemental list, arranged alphabetically by precinct, of the names of 
all persons from whom absentee ballots by mail have been received after the last day for voting absentee in 
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person and before election day. The registrar shall deliver the supplemental list for each precinct to the parish 
custodian. The parish custodian shall then deliver the supplemental list for each precinct to the deputy parish 
custodian appointed for that precinct when the voting machine keys are delivered as provided in R.S. 18:553(A). 
The registrar shall retain a copy of the supplemental list for use by the parish board of election supervisors on 
election night and shall post a copy of the supplemental list in a conspicuous place accessible to the public at 
the entrance to his office. ". 

(2) The registrar shall include the fIrst absentee ballot received from a person voting by mail, if timely 
received, with those to be counted by the board. Any second or subsequent ballot received from such person 
shall be considered not timely received. 

D.(I) Any absentee ballot submitted by a member of the United States Service or person who resides 
outside of the United States who has made application to vote absentee timely and which ballot is received by 
the registrar on election day shall be endorsed with the day and hour of receipt and shall be segregated from 
and kept separately from any other absentee mail ballot received on or after election day. 

(2) Upon receipt of any such absentee ballot, the registrar shall include, on a separate list prepared for this 
purpose, in a1pbabetical order and by precinct, the name of any such voter in each precinct. 

(3) Each envelope containing such an absentee ballot shall remain sealed until the registrar, after the polls 
have closed on election day, has verifIed with the comrnissioner-in-charge at each precinct for which a name 
appears on the list whether or not such voter has voted in person at that precinct. 

(4)(a) If the voter bas not voted in person at the precinct, the registrar shall include the fIrst absentee ballot 
received, if received timely, with those to be counted by the board, or, if the counting and tabulation of absentee 
ballots has commenced, shall transmit such ballot to the board to be counted. Any second or subsequent ballot 
received from such person shall be considered as not timely receiVed. Accompanying any such absentee ballot 
shall be a statement certifIed by the registrar that he has verifIed that such voter has not voted in person at the 
precinct where he is registered to vote. 

(b) If the voter has voted in person at the precinct, the registrar shall write across the ballot the words 
"rejected, voted at precinct" and shall include such ballot with all other mail ballots received on or after election 
day, to be kept unopened for six months, and desbOyed. 

(5)(a) Upon receipt of the special ballot for members of the United States Service and persons residing 
outside of the United States, the registrar shall endorse the day and hour of receipt on said ballots and place 
those =ived on the day of the general election in an envelope separate from any other mail baUot. The 
registrar shall include, on a separate list for this purpose; in a1pbabetical order and by precinct, the name of each 
voter submitting such special absentee ballot. 

(b) Each envelope containing such ballot shall remain sealed until the registrar, after the close of polls on 
election day, has verifIed with the comrnissioner-in-charge at each precinct for which a name appears on the list 
whether or not such voter has voted in person at that precinct. 

(c) If the voter has not voted in person at the precinct, the fIrst special ballot received from the voter by 
the registrar, if timely received, shall be counted and tabulated in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter 
relative to absentee mail ballots. 

E. The commissioners at the polling place shall use the supplemental list provided for in Subsection C of 
this Section to insure that persons who bave voted absentee do not vOle in person at the polls on election day. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978, Amended by Acts 1977, No. 513, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 76, §I, efJ. June 26, /981; Acts 1985, No. 754, §I; Acts 1985. 
No. 755, §I; Acts 1986, No. 425, §I; Acts 1986, No. 669, §I; Acts 1988, No. 909, §I, efJ. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 
1989, No. 179, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 438, §I, efJ. June 20, 1992. 

§1312. Retention of ballots at registrar's office 

A. All absentee ballots shall be retained in the office of the registrar of voters except as otherwise provided 
in this Chapter. 

B. All absentee ballots which are received timely shall be arranged by ward and precinct and placed and 
retained in a special absentee ballot envelope designated and used only for that purpose and shaU be delivered 
to the parish board of election supervisors to be counted and tabulated as provided in R.S. 18:1313. 
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C. After the tabulation of the absentee ballots on election night, the board shall replace the absentee ballots 
in the special absentee ballot envelope and return the envelope to the registrar of voters. The registrar shall 
retain these absentee ballots inviolate in the special absentee ballot envelope until the delay for filing an election 
contest bas lapsed, or. if an action contesting the election has been filed. until the judgment in the action 
becomes definitive. 

D. Except as otherwise provided in R.S. 18:1308.l(C) and 1311(0)(1) and (5). all mail ballots received 
on or after election day shall not be counted. but shall be endorsed with the day and hour of receipt. shall be 
kept unopened for six months. and then shall be destroyed. Any absentee ballot received by mail or facsimile 
not the first received from the voter shall be treated as provided in this Subsection. 

E. Absentee ballots. applications for absentee ballots. certificates. and other absentee ballot paraphernalia 
associated with an election shall be retained for six months after an election. unless litigation is pending relative 
to such election. If litigation is pending relative to such election. such paraphema1ia shall be retained in 
accordance with any applicable court order and until said litigation is concluded. However. if'an executed 
affidavit on an absentee ballot envelope was used as an address confirmation. the registrar shall retain such 
affidavit for a period of twenty-two months from the date of the election. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §, ejf. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 513, §1, ejf. Jan. I, /978; Acts /980, 
No. 506, §/, ejf. Jan. /, /98/; Acts /98/, No. 475, §/; Acts /985, No. 754, §/; Acts /985. No. 755, §/; Acts 
/986, No. 669. §/; Acts 1988, No. 909. §1, ejf. Jan. /, /989; Acts /992, No. 438, §/, ejf. June 20, 1992; Acts 
1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, ejf. Jan. /, 1995. 

§1313. Tabulation and connting of absentee ballots 

A. The parish board of election supervisors shall be responsible for the counting and tabulation of all 
absentee ballots in the parish. The board may utilize absentee commissioners to count the absentee ballots in 
the parish. If the board determines that absentee comntissioners are necessary to count and tabulate the absentee 
ballots. it shall select absentee commissioners in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:1314. 

B. Absentee ballots sball be counted at the office of the registrar of voters or at a place within the parish 
courthouse at a time fixed by the parish board of election supervisors which time shall be set no earlier than 4:00 
p.m. and no later than 8:00 p.m. on election day. In parishes having a civil and crintinal courthouse. the parish 
courthouse shall be the civil courthouse. 

C.(1l If the counting and tabulation of absentee ballots begins prior to the closing of the polls. such 
counting and tabulation shall be conducted in a location and manner to prevent disclosure of the results prior 
to the closing of the polls. Each person except a persOn providing technical assistance pursuant to Paragraph 
(2) of this Subsection. who enters the location in which the absentee ballots are being counted and tabulated shall 
remain in that location and shall not be allowed to leave except temporarily. and then only when accompanied 
by a law enforcement officer. and shall not communicate with any person outside until the polls are closed. The 
parish board of election supervisors may take any action necessary to insure that no information with respect 
to the counting and tabulation of absentee ballots is transntitted from the location where the absentee ballots are 
being counted and tabulated prior to the close of the polls on election day. 

(2) Any person. authorized by the commissioner of elections. may provide technical assistance including 
advice. analysis. diagnosis. or repair for voting machines at the location where absentee votes are being counted 
and tabulated. Such technical assistance shall be provided only upon the request of the parish board of election 
supervisors or a team of absentee commissioners. and may be made in person at the location where absentee 
votes are being counted and tabulated. or by telephone. or both. Any authorized person providing such 
assistance may enter and leave the location where absentee votes are being counted and tabulated· before the 
closing of the polls and during the process of counting and tabulation. He shall not disclose any information 
with respect to the counting and tabulation of absentee ballots prior to the close of the polls on election day. 

D. Candidates. their representatives. and qualified electors may be present during the counting and 
tabulation of absentee ballOts. If the counting and tabulation of absentee ballots begins prior to the closing of 
the polls. the board shall give notice reasonably calculated to inform any person who wants to be present during 
the counting and tabulation that no person will be allowed to leave or to communicate with any other person 
outside. until such time as the polls are closed. 

E. The board shall count and announce the results of the absentee ballots as the total number of absentee 
votes cast in the election for each candidate and the total number cast for and against each proposition. 
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F. The procedure for counting absentee ballots shall be as follows: 

(1) A member of the board shall remove the envelopes containing the absentee ballots from the special 
absentee ballot envelope. 

(2) The board shall announce the name of each absent voter and the ward and precinct where he is 
registered to vote, and shall compare the name on the flap of the envelope containing the absentee ballot with 
the names on the list of absentee voters and on the supplemental list, to verify that the absent voter has not 
otherwise voted in that election and that the ballot is valid. 

(3) The board shall determine the validity of challenges filed in accordance with R.S. 18:1315. 

(4) If the board determines that an absentee ballot is valid, a member of the board shall tear the flap from 
the envelope containing the absentee ballot, leaving the envelope sealed, and sball write the word "absentee" on 
the list beside the name of the voter as it appears on the list or supplemental list of persons who voted absentee, 
and shall sign his name in the space therefor which shall be provided on the list for the purpose .. 

(5) If a majority of the members of the board determine that an absentee ballot is invalid, the members 
sball leave the flap on the envelope containing the absentee ballot, leave the envelope sealed, and shall write 
the word "rejected", together with the reasons for rejecting the ballot, across the envelope containing the ballot. 
The rejected absentee ballots shall be replaced in the special absentee ballot envelope. 

(6) After the validity of all absentee ballots has been determined, the members of the board shall place the 
flaps removed from the valid absentee ballots in the envelope provided for that purpose and seal the envelope. 
Two of the members shall execute the certificate on the envelope containing the flaps. 

(7) The members sball open the envelopes containing the valid absentee ballots and remove the ballots. 

(8) The board sball, in accordance with the requirements ofR.S. 18:1316, reject any ballot which contains 
a distinguishing mark or feature making the ballot susceptible of identification. 

(9) A member sball announce the votes on each valid absentee ballot in the order the offices and candidates 
are listed on the ballot, and two members of the board sball enter the votes on the record of the absentee vote 
count. 

G. The record of the absentee vote count by the parish board of election supervisors shall be transmitted 
to the clerk of court immediately upon completion of the tabulation of the absentee ballots on election night, 
and a copy of the record sball be transmitted immediately to the secretary of state. 

H. When the supplemental lists have been returned to the registrar of voters, the registrar, based on the 
information contained in the lists, shall enter the word "absentee" and the date of the election in the proper space 
on the precinct register for each voter wbo voted absentee. 

I. Upon completion of the tabulation and counting of the absentee ballots, the parish board of election 
supervisors sball return the absentee ballots to the special absentee ballot envelope, shall seal the envelope, and 
shall deliver the envelope containing the absentee ballots to the registrar of voters. The registrar shall preserve 
the envelope, and the absentee ballots contained therein, inviolate and, except upon order of a court of competent 
jurisdiction, shall not allow the absentee ballots to be inspected by anyone until the delay for filing an action 
contesting the election has lapsed. If an action contesting the election is commenced timely, the registrar shall 
continue to preserve these ballots inviolate, subject to the orders of the court, until the final judgment in the 
action has become definitive. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 506. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1982. 
No. 166. §1. eft. July 14. 1982; Acts 1983. No. 519. §1. eft. July 8. 1983; Acts 1984. No. 672. §1; Acts 1985. 
No. 755. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1; Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1990. 

11314. Absentee commlssioners 

A. Repealed by Acts 1988. No. 907. §2. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1989 and Acts 1988. No. 909. §2. eft. Jan. 1. 1989. 

B. Qualifications. An absentee commissioner sball be a registered voter of the parish in which he is 
selected to serve and sball have the other qualifications of a commissioner as otherwise provided by law. 

C. Selection for primary election. (1) The parish board of election supervisors sha11 determine the number 
of absentee commissioners necessary to count the absentee ballots in the parish. The parish board of election 
supervisors sball select a minimum of three absentee commissioners. 
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(2) The parish board of election supervisors shall meet at 10:00 a.m. on the fifth day before a primary 
election and shall select the absentee commissioners and alternate absentee commissioners for the parish in the 
manner provided by law for the selection of commissioners and alternate commissioners. 

(3) Absentee commissioners and alternate absentee commissioners shall be issued commissions, take the 
oath of office, be replaced, and be. disqualified, all in the manner provided by law for commissioners and 
a1ternate commissioners. 

D. Selection for general election. (I)(a) The parish board of election supervisors shall determine if the 
number of absentee commissioners neCessary to count the absentee ballots in the general election can be reduced 
or should be increased from the number which counted absentee ballots in the primary election. 

(b) If it determines that the number cannot be reduced or sbould be increased, those persons who served 
as absentee commissioners and alternate absentee commissioners for the parish in the primary election sball 
serve in the general election, unless replaced or disqualified in the manner provided by law for commissioners 
and alternate commissioners. The number of absentee commissioners for a general election shall not be less 
than three. 

(2)(a) If the parish board determines that the number of absentee commissioners can be reduced, it shall 
notify each person who served as an absentee commissioner or alternate absentee commissioner in the primary 
election of its decision to reduce the number of absentee commissioners and of the date and time of the meeting 
to select the absentee commissioners for the general election. The parish board shall meet at 10:00 a.m. on the 
fifth day before a general election and shall select the absentee commissioners and alternate absentee 
commissioners to serve in the general election for the parish. 

(b)(i) The parish board shall prepare a list containing the natnes of all persons who served as absentee 
commissioners in the primary election. The absentee commissioners and alternate absentee commissioners for 
the general election shall be selected from that list in the manner provided by law for the selection of 
commissioners and absentee commissioners. 

(ii) If the list does not contain sufficient natnes to select the number of absentee commissioners and 
alternate absentee commissioners determined by the board to be needed for the general election, the board shall 
fill any remaining alternate commissioner positions from a list of those persons who were selected as alternate 
absentee commissioners for the primary election, such list to be prepared and the selection made in the same 
manner provided herein for selection of absentee commissioners for the general election. 

(3) If the parish board determines that the number of absentee commissioners should be increased, the 
parish board shall meet at 10:00 a.m. on the fifth day before a general election and shall select the additional 
absentee commissioners and alternate absentee commissioners to serve in the general election for that parish 
from the list of certified commissioners who have not been chosen to serve in the general election as a 
commissioner-in-charge, commissioner, or, if applicable, absentee commissioner in the manner provided by law 
for the selection of commissioners and alternate commissioners. 

E. Compensation. An absentee commissioner wbo serves on election day shall receive fifty dollars. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, ejJ. JUlIe 26,1981; Acts 1984, No. 672, §I; Acts 1985, 
No. 755, §I; Acts 1988, No. 907, §2, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 
179, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 107, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1991. 

§l3IS. CbaIlenge of absentee ballot 

A.(I) A candidate or his representative, a member of the board, or a qualified elector may challenge an 
absentee ballot for the grounds specified in R.S. 18:565(A), by personally filing his written challenge with the 
registrar, no later than the fourth day before the election for whicb the ballot is challenged. Such challenge shall 
be on a form provided by the commissioner of elections. 

(2) The form shall include: 

(a) The ground, specified in R.S. 18:565(A), on whicb the challenge is made. 

(b) The election involved. 

(c) The specific reason for which the challenge is made. 
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(d) The name, address, and telephone number, if any, of the person challenging the ballot, all of which 
shall be written by the person challenging the vote. 

(3) The form shall also include information about the date and place where the board will determine the 
validity of the challenge, which information shall be included by the registrar. Within twenty-four hours after 
the challenge has been filed, the registrar shall mail a copy of the challenge to the voter whose absentee ballot 
is being challenged at the address shown on the registrar's roll of electors. The registrar shall retain the original 
challenge form and shall transmit it to the place where the absentee ballot will be counted and tabulated for the 
use of the board on election day. 

B. During the counting and tabulating of absentee ballots, any candidate or his representative, member of 
the board, or qualified elector may challenge an absentee ballot for cause, other than those grounds specified 
in R.S. 18:565(A). 

C.(I) During the counting and tabulating of absentee ballots, at least a majority of the members of the 
board shall hear and determine the validity of any ballot challenged in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection A or B of this Section. 

(2) If a challenge in accordance with the provisions of Subsection A is sustained, the vote shall not be 
counted, the ballot shall be placed in the special absentee ballot envelope, and the board shall notify the voter 
in writing of the challenge and the cause therefor. This notification shall be on a form provided by the secretary 
of state and shall be signed by at least a majority of the members of the board. The notice of the challenge and 
the cause therefor shall be given within three days by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the 
voter at his place of residence. The board shall retain a copy of the notification. 

(3) If a challenge in accordance with the provisions of Subsection B is sustained or if a ballot is rejected 
pursuant to the provisions of RS. 18:1316, the vote shall not be counted, the board shall write "rejected" and 
the cause therefor on a separate slip of paper and attach it to the ballot, and shall place the ballots so rejected 
in the special absentee ballot envelope. However, if the challenge is based upon a change of residence within 
the parish or is based upon a change of residence outside the parish that has occurred within the last three 
months, the ballot shall be counted provided that the voter has signed the affidavit on the absentee ballot 
envelope confirming his current address. In such case, the registrar shall so inform the district attorney and shall 
transmit to the district attorney such affidavit and notice of challenge of such voter. 

Acts 1985, No. 755, §§1 and 2; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§1316. Rejection of baUot having dlstingnisblng marks 

A. Any ballot with a distinguishing mark or feature making the ballot susceptible of identification shall be 
rejected if at least a majority of the members of the board determine that the distinguishing mark was made by 
action of the voter. The marlcing of the ballot by the voter in such manner that a portion of an authorized mark 
to indicate a vote inadvertently extends outside the box in which it is to be placed shall not be sufficient cause 
to reject the ballot Any ballot contaiiling a combination of authorized marks and any ballot marked by a mark 
or an instrument other than as instructed on the ballot shall be considered as susceptible of identification and 
shall be rejected by the board. 

B. A ballot transmitted by facsimile shaI1 not be considered as having distinguishing marks. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amouied by Acts 1980, No. 506, §l, ejJ. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1982, 
No. 166, §1, ejJ. July 14, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 755, §1; Acts 1992, No. 438, §1, ejJ. June 20, 1992. 

§ 1317. Death of voter prior to opening of polls 

When the members of the board determine by proof satisfactory to them that a voter who has voted by 
absentee ballot has died prior to the opening of the polls on the day of the election, they shall return the ballot 
of the voter in the same manner as is provided in RS. 18:1315 for the cballenge of ballots. However. the 
casting of an absentee ballot by a voter who thereafter dies or the tabulation of such a ballot shall not invalidate 
the election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amouied by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, ejJ. Jan. I, 1981. Acts 
1984, No. 672, §1. 
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§1318. Appllcabfilty of election laws 

All applicable provisions of this Title which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Chapter shall 
apply to voting under this Chapter. 

Added by Acts /980. No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. I. 198/. 

CHAPTER 7-A. SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED VOTERS 

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1321. Special voter programs, authority to establlsb 

A. Norwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary. the commissioner of elections shall' establish. 
supervise. and carry out, in cooperation with the registrars of voters of each parish in the state. a special program 
that will pennit any citizen of the state to vote who otherwise meets the qualifications set forth in R.S. 18:101 
and is not ineligible to vote under the provisions of R.S. 18:102, and who is physically disabled to such an 
extent that he is unable to appear in person either before the registrar of voters of the parish in which he seeks 
to vote by absentee ballot or at the po\ling place where he is registered to vote, as provided in this Chapter, in 
any election held within the period during which the special program is in operation. 

B. In order to carry out the purposes of this Chapter, the commissioner may adopt such rules and 
regulations. not inconsistent with the provisions hereof, as are necessary to effectuate the programs provided for 
by this Chapter. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 500. §/; eff. Jan. I. 1984; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10, §1. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

PART n. REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

§l325. Repealed by Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .. No. 10. §2. eff. Jan. I. 1995. 

PART m. SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR HANDICAPPED VOTERS 

§1331. Persons entitled to vote In compliance with ibis Chapter 

A qualified voter who is pbysically disabled to the extent that he is unable to vote in person at the polls on 
election day, either at the polling place in the precinct in which he is registered to vote or at another po\ling 
place as provided in RS. 18:531(B), and is unable to vote absentee in person at the registrar's office as 
permitted by RS. 18:1304. may vote by absentee ballot in aecordance with the provi!'ions of this Part. 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 500. §1; eff. Jan. I. 1984. 

§ 1332. Disabled voters; pbyslcal disabOity rendering voter Incapable or voting In persOD, voting absentee' 
by mall; requirements 

A. Except as provided in RS. 18:1333, a person otherwise qualified to vote who is physically disabled to 
an extent which prevents him from voting at the polls on election day or from voting absentee in person as 
authorized by RS. 18:1304 may vote absentee by mail in accordance with the applicable provisions of Chapter 
7 of this Election Code, upon approval for participation in the special program as provided by this Chapter. 

B.(1) Any qualified voter may file a written request with the registrar of voters to participate in the 
program. stating that by reason of pbysical disability be is unable to vote in person at the polls or by absentee 
ballot and including in the request a brief general description of the physical disability and its probable duration. 
Any qualified voter who is unable to write becanse of his pbysical disability may make such a request by 
telepbone. In such instances. the voter sball give the registrar the same information and the registrar shall 
document his request for him. 
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(a) Upon receipt of the request the registrar shall transmit to the voter at the return address shown on the 
request, or if the request was by telephone the address provided: 

(i) A form on which the voter shall list the names and addresses of at least two persons residing in his 
precinct who could make oath, if required, to the effect that he is physically disabled to such an extent that to 
the best of their knowledge he is unable to appear in person either before the registrar to vote by absentee ballot 
or at the polling place to vote. 

(ii) A certificate form, to be executed by the applicant's physician, upon which the physician shall indicate 
his diagnosis of the voter's disability, a specific description thereof in laymen's terms. his prognosis of the 
voter's condition and its probable duration. and the certificate of the physician that it is his professional opinion 
that by reason of physical disability the voter is unable to appear in person either before the registrar to vote 
by absentee ballot or at the polling place to vote. There shall be printed on the form a notice that false 
statements by a physician constitutes an election offense. punishable by a fine or imprisonment. or both. 

(b) Upon receipt of these documents. the voter shall complete and sign the forms for the required witnesses, 
submit to and obtain from the physician the executed certificate. and return the documents to the registrar. If 
the voter is unable to write because of his physical handicap. he may receive assistance in completing the forms 
and sign them with his mark in the presence of two wimesses. who shall sign as wimess to his mark. 

(c) The completed forms must be received by the registrar at least thirty days prior to an election for the 
voter. if approved under the provisions of this Subsection. to be eligible to vote in that election. If the 
completed forms are received within thirty days before an election. the voter. if approved for participation in 
the program under this Subsection. will be eligible to vote in subsequent elections. 

(2)(a) Upon receipt of the completed documents. the registrar shall review the documents to insure proper 
execution.' In the event the registrar is not satisfied with the documentation he receives or if he determines other 
evidence is necessary to assist him in determining whether the voter is qualified for the program. he may contact 
any of the wimesses or the physician or interview the voter. 

(b) If the evidence establishes to the satisfaction of the registrar that the voter is eligible for participation 
in the special program for voters. the registrar shall recommend his participation to the parish board of election 
supervisors. 

(3) The parish board of election supervisors may examine all or any pan of the evidence and shall make 
the final determination in the matter. If the board approves the eligibility of the voter for participation. it shall 
direct the registrar to place the voter in the special program and notify him thereof. The parish board of election 
supervisors may direct the registrar to remove for cause a voter from participation in the program if the board 
determines after a hearing on the matter that the voter has failed to vote on at least two occasions despite 
assistance. If removal is ordered as a result of such hearing. the voter shall be notified immediately by the 
parish board of election supervisors. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 500. §I; ef!. Jan. I. 1984. Acts 1988. No. 909. §I. ef!. Jan. I. 1989; Acts 1992. 
No. 949. §I. ef!. Jan. I. 1993; Acts 1993. No, 418. §I. ef!. Jan. I. 1994; Acts 1994. 3rd Ex. Sess .• No. 10. §I. 
ef!. Jan. I. 1995. 

§l333. Voting by persoos confined to a nursing bome 

A. For purposes of this Section. the term "nursing home" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in R.S. 
40:2009.2(1) and, with respect to a physically handicapped person who is confined in a hospital for an extended 
period of time by reason of a physical disability that makes it improbable that he will be able to vote in person 
at the polls or by absentee ballot, the term also shall mean a hospital. 

B. A qualified voter who is unable to vote beca"se of confinement in a nursing home within the parish in 
which he is entitled to vote by reason of physical handicap to an extent which prevents him from voting in 
person at the polls or from voting in person by absentee hallot as otherwise provided by this Code may vote 
absentee as provided in this Section during the period extending at least One week prior to the beginning day 
for absentee voting in person through the last day for absentee voting in person established by R.S. 18:1309. 

C. A voter who has not been approved for p8rticipation in the special program for handicapped voters shall 
mail a written request to participate in the program to the registrar of voters. Upon receipt of the request, the 
registrar. the voter making the request, and the parish board of election supervisors shall follow the procedures 
for approval set forth in R.S. 18:1332(B). 
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0.(1) A voter qualified to vote under this Section and approved for participation in the special program 
for handicapped voters shall make application to vote by absentee ballot to the registrar of voters by letter, over 
his signature, setting forth the following: 

(a) The election or elections for which he requests an absentee ballot. 

(b) The reason for his request to vote absentee. 

(c) The name and address of the nursing home wherein he is confined. 

(d) The ward and precinct in which he is qualified to vote, if known. 

(e) If at the time the disabled voter requests an absentee ballot for a primary election, he also requests an 
absentee ballot for the general election, he shall declare in writing to the registrar that he will be eligible to vote 
absentee in the general election. 

(2) An application to vote by absentee ballot as provided in this Subsection shall be submitted to and 
received by the registrar of voters at least thiny days prior to the election. 

E.(l) Upon receipt of the application for an absentee ballot, the registrar shall first enter the date and time 
of receipt thereof and ascenain to his satisfaction the accuracy of the information contained in the application. 
An application not timely submitted and received as required in Subsection (0) of this Section shall be 
immediately returned to the applicant with a brief statement citing the reasons for the return; however, if such 
application requested an absentee ballot for both a primary and general election, the registrar shall retain the 
application, notify the applicant that the request to vote by absentee ballot in the primary election was not timely 
submitted and received, and process the application for the general election as provided herein. 

(2) The registrar shall notify the applicant by letter, at the rerum nursing home address shown on the 
request, the day on which a deputy registrar or other qualified person selected by the registrar will be present 
at the nursing home to permit the applicant to cast his absentee ballot The registrar shall assign a number to 
the applicant, that shall be stamped or entered in ink on the upper right side of the letter and also shall be 
entered in clearly distinguishable figures on the flap of the absentee ballot envelope that will contain the absentee 
ballot to be delivered to that applicant on the day designated in the letter. If the letter is mailed by the registrar 
prior to his receipt of the absentee ballots for the election, he shall enter the name of the applicant, his address, 
ward and precinct, and the number assigned to the applicant on a list that he shall keep for the purpose and, 
upon receipt of the absentee ballots for the election, he shall enter the number on the absentee ballot envelope 
as above provided. 

f;(I) On the day within the period fixed by law for absentee voting specified in the letter to the applicant 
as provided in Subsection (E) of this Section the registrar shall send one or more deputies to each nursing home 
within the parish wherein reside one or more voters who have made application to vote by absentee ballot and 
to whom the registrar mailed the letter provided for in Subsection (E) hereof. 

(2) The deputy shall have in his possession such materials and supplies as are needed to permit each of 
such voters to cast an absentee ballot, inclUding but not restticted to absentee ballot envelopes, each of which 
bears the number corresponding to the number entered on the letter mailed to the applicant as provided by 
Subsection (E) hereof; instructions; certificates; envelopes; acknowledgement forms required by Subsection 
(G)(4) of this Section; and a ponable metal box equipped with an open slot in its top surface of sufficient size 
to permit a completed ballot envelope to be deposited in the box. The registrar shall lock the box before it 
leaves his office and sball retain the keys in his office. 

G. The voting by each voter shall be accomplisbed in the following manner: 

(1) The voter shall present to the deputy registrar the letter he received from the registrar that bears the 
reply number assigned as provided in Subsection E of this Section. The deputy registrar shall compare the 
number with that on the ballot envelope in his possession and, if they are identical, he shall band the envelope 
containing the absentee ballot to the voter. However, if the voter is on the inactive list of voters, the voter must 
complete an address confirmation card prior to receiving the envelope containing the absentee ballot 

(2) Unless requested by the voter to assist him in voting, as provided in Paragraph (4) of this Subsection, 
the deputy registrar shall retire from the presence of the voter while the voter marks his ballot and completes 
his ballot envelope. 

(3) The voter shall execute the certificate on the ballot envelope flap, sign it, and mark his ballot as 
provided in RS. l8:l310(A). The voter then shall place the ballot in the ballot envelope and seal the envelope. 
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(4)(a) The voter may receive assistance from any person of his selection. except a candidate in the election 
and except the owner. operator. or administrator of the nursing home or an employee of any of them. However. 
no person except a spouse. blood relative. or the deputy registrar may assist more than one voter in voting. 

(b) Any person who assists the voter in signing his name or marking his ballot shall explain to the voter 
that a signature or mark so made constitutes certification that all statements in the certificate are true and correct 
and that any person who knowingly provides false or incorrect statements is subject to a fine or imprisonment. 
or both. 

(c) Any person who assists the voter shall execute an acknowledgement, on a form which shall be 
prescribed and furnished to the registrar of voters by the commissioner of elections and made available by the 
registrar of voters through the deputy registrar who appears at the nursing home. verifying that he has marked 
the ballot in the manner dictated by the voter. 

(5) The voter shall notify the deputy registrar when he has completed his voting. and the voter shall place 
the sealed ballot envelope in the locked metal box. 

(6)(a) The deputy registrar shall proceed in the above described manner and using the same procedure for 
each voter in the nursing home who is qualified to vote by absentee ballot in that election. Upon completion 
of the voting procedure. the deputy shall return the locked metal box to the registrar. 

(b) Upon its receipt, the registrar shall unlock the metal box containing the absentee ballots. remove them 
from the box. and otherwise follow the procedures for the posting of the name. ward. and precinct of the voter. 
and other procedures as required by R.S. 18:1311 and other applicable provisions of the Election Code relating 
to absentee ballots. 

(7) Upon receipt of an address confirmation card. the registrar shall reinstate the voter to the official list 
of voters. 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 500, §1; eff. Jan. 1. 1984; Acts 1992, No. 949, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1993; Acts 1994, 
3rd Ex. Sus., No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 1334. Electioneering In connection with absentee voting; enforcement; penalty 

A. During the period extending from thirty days prior to the time that absentee voting begins for an election 
until the absentee voting for that election closes. no owner. operator. employee. or agent of such owner or 
employee. or any stockholder of any nursing home or candidate or employee of or agent or worker for any 
candidate shall perform or cause to be perfornted any of the follOwing acts while on duty or on the premises 
of the facility: 

(I) Solicit in any manner or by any means wbatsoever any person confined to a nursing borne to vote for 
or against any candidate or proposition being voted on in the election. 

(2) Hand out, place. or display campaign cards. pictures. or other campaign literature of any kind or 
description in the nursing home. 

(3) Place or display political signs. pictures. or other forms of political advertising in the nursing home. 

B. The law enforcement officers of the political subdivision in which any such election is to be held shall 
enforce the provisions of this Section when requested to do so by any person. The law enforcement officers 
shall seize and remove any political cards. signs. pictures. or literature used or displayed in violation of any 
provision of this Section. 

C. Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be 
imprisoned for not more than six months. or both. For a second offense or any succeeding offense. the penalty 
shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year. or both. 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 500. §1; eff. JDIL 1. 1984. 

§l33S. LIberal construction of Chapter 

To effectuate the purposes of this Cbapter. it is the intention of the legislature that the provisions of this 
Chapter shall be construed liberally. with a view toward giving the fullest possible implementation to the 
programs authorized hereby. 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 500, §1; eff. JDIL 1. 1984. 
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CHAPTER 8. VOTING AND VOTING MACHINES 

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§l3S1. DermitioDS 

As used in this Chapter. unless otherwise specified. the following tenns shall have the meanings herein 
ascribed to each: 

(I) "Candidate counters" and "question counters" mean the counters on which are registered numerically 
the votes cast with respect to candidates and questions. 

(2) "Diagram" means a sample ballot illustrative of the official ballot as placed upon the machine. showing 
the names of the parties. offices. and candidates and statements of questions. in their proper places. and showing 
the voting devices therefor. 

(3) "Election" means and includes all elections held in Louisiana, whether primary. general. or special. 

(4) "Model" means a mechanically operated model or miniature of the whole or a pan of the face of the 
voting machine. illustrating the manner of voting. 

(5) "Official ballot" means the list of candidates. offices. amendments. questions. or propositions 
prominently displayed on the front of the voting machine. 

(6) ''Parish custodian" refers to the parish custodian of voting machines and means the persons designated 
as such by R.S. 18:1354. 

(7) "Protective counter" means a counter. tabulator. or protective device that will register each time the 
machine is operated. 

(8) "Public counter" means a counter. tabulator. or other device on the outside or on the face of the 
machine. which shall at all times indicate the number of times votes have been cast on a machine at an election. 

(9) "Question" means an amendment, proposition. or like matter to be voted on in an election. 

(10) "Vote indicator" means the device on a voting machine with which votes upon a candidate or question 
are indicated. 

(II) "Voting machine" means the enclosure occupied by the voter when voting. as fanned by the machine 
and its screen. hood. or curtain. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 

11352. Use of voting machines throughout state; exception for absentee voting 

Voting machines shall be used throughout this state in all elections; however. nothing in this Chapter shall 
prohibit absentee voting as otherwise provided in this Title. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§l3S3. Commissioner of elections; powers and dnties 

A. The commissioner of elections shall head the Department of Elections and Registration and shall 
administer the laws relating to the custody of voting machines and relating to voter registration. 

B. The commissioner of elections shall prescribe uniform rules and regulations with respect to matters 
. pertaining to the purchase. preparation. and use of voting machines in the conduct of elections and the duties 
of each category of persons charged with responsibility for any matter relating to voting machines. The rules 
and regulations shall be approved by the attorney general and thereafter shall be distributed by the commissioner 
of elections to the election officials having responsibilities relating to voting machines. The rules and regulations 
shall be applied uniformly throughout the state. 

C. In addition to any other duties and functions now or hereafter provided by law. the commissioner of 
elections shall: 

(I) Determine general policy and supervise the administration and execution of the laws relating to voting 
machines. 
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(2) Be responsible for all purchases, sales, and transfers of voting machines and for all maners in 
connection with the advertising for and opening of bids for or in connection therewith. 

(3) Maintain, repair, and store all voting machines and have custody of them, except when, in accordance 
with law, the machines are placed in the direct charge and supervision of the parish custodian or of the election 
commissioners. '., 

(4) Furnish for each polling place for each election a model showing the face of a voting machine as it is 
to be used in the election and a eard of instructions to voters and commissioners, and also furnish a seal for 
sealing each machine after the tennination of voting. 

(5) Prepare all machines necessary for each election and deliver the machines and other election supplies, 
except those supplies required to be supplied by the secretary of state directly to the parish custodian under R.S. 
18:552, to the custody of the parish custodian in complete readiness for use at the polls. 

D. The commissioner of elections may appoint or employ mechanics, experts, and other assistants when 
necessary in order to assume the maintenance, upkeep, and proper functioning and operation of the machines, 
or when necessary in order to explain and demonstrate to the election officials or to the public the proper method 
of operation of the machines. 

E. On the day of each election the commissioner of elections shall have mechanics and experts available 
at suitable and convenient places for the purpose of repairing or adjusting any machine which needs repair or 
adjustment during election day. During this time each of them shall be under the supervision and control of the 
parish custodian of voting machines. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983. 

§ 1354. Parish custodian of voting machines; powers and duties; appointment of deputy custodians 

A.( I) The clerk of the district coun is ex officio parish custodian of voting machines in each parish. except 
that in any parish having a civil and a criminal district court the clerk of the criminal district coun is ex officio 
parish custodian of voting machines. The parish custodian of each parish shall assist the commissioner of 
elections in the performance of his functions within the parish. 

(2) The commissioner of elections may fix a monthly amount to be paid to parish custodians throughout 
the state as compensation for their duties in connection with elections. Any such amount fixed shall be in 
confonnity with a uniform compensation schedule that the commissioner of elections shall adopt and that shall 
be based' on the number of machines allocated to the various parishes. No parish custodian shall be paid more 
than two hundred dollars per month for such duties.' Compensation so paid shall be paid monthly by the 
commissioner of elections from any funds appropriated to him for the purpose. 

B. In addition to any other duties vested in him by law, the parish custodian shall: 

(1) Provide for the instruction of election commissioners and the issuance of certificates of instruction as 
provided in R.S. 18:431 and 433. 

(2) Notify the candidates in each election of the date and time when they may examine the voting machines 
as provided in R.S. 18:1373. 

(3) Certify that the candidate counters, question counters, and public counters are set at zero on the 
machines, and certify to the number on the protective counter or device of the machines prior to the election, 
as provided in R.S. 18:1373. 

(4) Supervise and have custody of the machines from the time they are taken from the warehouses or other 
central point for distribution to the polling places until the machines are lUrDed over to the election 
commissioners, and from the time the machines are surrendered by the election commissioners until they are 
returned to the commissioner of elections at the place of storage. 

(5) Be responsible for the trucking and delivery of the machines to the polling places. Where necessary, 
he shall provide guards for the machines in transit and at the polling places, and for this porpose, he may use 
local law enforcement officers. Upon the request of the parish custodian, the chief administrative officer of the 
police force shall furnish law enforcement officers for this porpose, and his failure to do so shall be punishable 
as provided in R.S. 18:1461(B)(I). 
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(6) After the election, notify the candidates of the date, hour, and place or places of the breaking of the 
seals on the machines and supervise the breaking of the seals. 

(7) Receive from the registrar of voters the precinct register of every precinct and the computer voter lists 
or the duplicate poll lists, which shall be delivered by the contractors employed for the delivery of voting 
machines to the various precincts .prior to the time fixed for opening the polls.· 

C. The parish custodian of voting machines may employ persons on a temporary basis, as needed, to assist 
him in the performance of his duties. He may appoint a deputy parish custodian of voting machines for any 
polling place he deems necessary. The compensation of a deputy parish custodian shall be fifty dollars for each 
election at which he serves. The deputy parish custodian shall deliver the keys and the supplemental list to the 
commissioner-in-charge at least one-half hour before the fixed time for the opening of the polls. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Amended 
by Acts 1979, No. 229, §I, eff. July 13,1979; Acts 1981, No. 77, §I, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1983, No. 519, 
§I, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1983, No. 681, §I, eff. July 21, 1983; Acts 1985, No. 754, §I. 

§13SS. Construction and equipment of machines; requirements 

Each voting machine used in an election shall be so constructed and equipped as to: 

(I) Secure to the voter secrecy in the act of voting. 

(2) Provide facilities for voting for or against each question that is submitted. 

(3) Permit the voter to vote for as many persons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to vote for, but 
no more. However, where the voter may vote for more than one person for an office, it shall count each vote 
cast, even though the voter has voted for fewer than the total number of votes he is entitled to cast for a 
particular office. 

(4) Prevent the voter from voting more than once on the same candidate or on the same question. 

(5) Permit the voter to vote for or against any question upon which he has a right to vote. but no other. 

(6) When used in a primary election at which members of a political party committee are to be voted on, 
it shall be so equipped that, by a single adjustment on the outside of the machine, the election officials can lock 
out all candidate counters except those of the party with which the voter is affiliated. 

(7) , Permit all unused vote indicators or devices to be locked out against use. 

(8) Correctly register and record and accurately count all votes cast for each candidate and for or against 
each question. 

(9) Be provided with a protective counter or tabulator or protective devices which will prevent any 
operation of the machine before or after the election. 

(10) Be provided with a counter or tabulator which at all times during the election shall sbow the number 
of persons who have voted. 

(II) Contain one or more automatic locks which, upon exposure of the vote count at any time after the 
polls are opened on election day. will automatically lock the machine against further operation. 

(12) For mechanical voting machines only, be provided with a mechanical model illustrating the manner 
of voting on the machine, suitable for the instruction of voters. 

(13) Contain a gong or other sound creating device which will audibly indicate that a voter has left the 
machine after casting his vote. 

(14) Contain. for elections for president and vice president, those devices needed in order to comply with 
R.S. 18:1259. 

(15) Have a lighting device which provides sufficient light to enable voters to read the ballot and to enable 
the election commissioners to examine the counters or tabulators. 

(16) Be provided with a screen. hood, or curtain which is so made and can be so adjusted as to conceal 
the voter while voting. 
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(17) For a mechanical voting machine only, be either a manually operated machine or a machine capable 
of being operated either manually or by motive power. For an electronic voting machine, be capable of being 
operated by motive power. 

. (18) Be incapable of being teSet, altered, or used except by operating the machine. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1984, No. 672, §1. 

§1356. Repealed by Acts 1987, No. 831, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1988. 

PART n. ACQUISITION AND ALLOCATION OF VOTING MACInNES 

§1361. Approval of machines; certificate; expenses of examination 

A. The commissioner may examine any type or make of voting machine upon the request of a 
repteSentative of the maker or supplier thereof, and if he detennines that the machine complies with the 
requirements of this Chapter and that it meets standards acceptable to him as to durability, accuracy, efficiency, 
and capacity, he shall approve that type or make of machine for use in this state and shall issue his certificate 
of approval thereof. This certificate, together with any relevant reports, drawings, and photographs, shall be a 
public record. 

B. The commissioner of elections may employ experts to assist him in making the examination provided 
for in Subsection A hereof. The expenses of the services of such experts, not to exceed a total of five hundred 
dollars, shall be paid prior to the examination by the person requesting examination of the machine. Experts 
employed in the examination shall sign the certificate of approval made by the commissioner of elections. No 
machine shall be used at any election which has not been approved by the commissioner of elections as herein 
provided. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l362. Method of acquiring voting machines; parts and supplies 

A.(I) All voting machines used in this state shall be purchased by the commissioner of elections, out of 
state funds appropriated for that purpose, on the basis of public bids submitted to the commissioner of elections 
in accordance with specifications prepared by him. The specifications may require tests and examinations of 
the operation of the machines, and the commissioner, for that purpose, may employ experts to report thereon 
and charge the expense thereof to the bidders. Advertisement and letting of conttacts for the purchase of voting 
machines shall be in accordance with the Louisiana Procurement Code contained in Chapter 17 of Title 39 of 
the Louisiana Revised Stamtes of 1950. 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, particularly the provisions of Chapter 17 of Title 
39 of the Louisiana Revised Stamtes of 1950, the commissioner of elections is authorized to purchase directly 
from the supplier, through the Department of Elections and Registration, voting machine parts, supplies, and 
other election paraphernalia. 

B. Title to all voting machines shall vest in the state. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26,1981; Acts 1985, 
No. 754, §1. 

11363. Number of machines; .nocation to precincts; exception; reserve machines 

A. 10 detenniniog the number of voting machines to be purchased and allocated for each voting precinct 
in each parisb or municipality, eacb voting precinct shall bave at least one voting machine and thereafter the 
number to be allocated shall be as follows: 

(1) One machine for each precinct where six hundred or less voters were registered to vote at the last 
general election. 

(2) Two machines for each precinct where more than six bundred but not more than one thousand voters 
were registered to vote at the last general election. 

(3) Three machines for each precinct where more than one thousand voters but not more than fourteen 
hundred voters were registered to vote at the last general election. 

(4) Four machines for each precinct where more than fourteen bundred voters were registered to vote at 
the last general election. 
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(5) The parish board of election supervisors may reduce the number of voting machines to be allocated and 
used in elections called under the provisions of Chapter 6-A or Chapter 6-B of this Code when the election is 
not held at the same time as the election of any public official. In such case, the parish board of election 
supervisors shall notify the parish custodian of voting machines and the commissioner of elections at least three 
weeks prior to such election, of the number of machines to be prepared and delivered for the polling places. 

(6) The number of voting machines to be allocated and used in an election, including the ~lection of any 
public official, where more than one polling place is within the same location and the parish board of election 
supervisors has consolidated polling places in that location may be reduced for that election in accordance with 
the provisions of R.S. 18:425.1. 

B. If any voting machines remain unallocated for an election, the commissioner of elections first shall 
reserve a sufficient number, not to exceed five percent of the total available, for use at precincts where a 
machine is disabled, damaged, or unavailable during election day. The remaining machines shall.be allocated 
by the parish custodian, after consultation with the commissioner of elections, to the various precincts. As far 
as practicable the machines shall be distributed so that the precincts having equal or nearly equal numbers of 
registered voters shall have the same number of machines. If the commissioner of elections and a parish 
custodian agree that the use of the remaining machines is unnecessary for the proper and orderly conduct of the 
election, it shall not be necessary to allocate and use such machines. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1. eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1986, No. 705. 
§1; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1. 

PART m. PREPARATION, DELIVERY, AND USE OF VOTING MACHINES 

§1371. Delivery and return of machines and supplies; contract; time of delivery 

A. The commissioner of elections shall contract for the delivery to the voting precincts of the machines 
and other election equipment and supplies for which he is responsible and for their return to the storage 
warehouses. The specifications for the contract shall be prepared by the commissioner of elections after 
consultation with and approval by the parish custodian of the parish in which the contract is to be performed. 
The contract shall be advertised and let in accordance with the Louisiana Procurement Code. The governing 
authority of the parish or municipality in which the voting machines are to be used may submit bids and be 
awarded contracts for the drayage of the voting machines. 

B. At least thirty minutes before the time fixed by law for opening the polls at an election, the contractor, 
under the supervision of the parish custodian or his representative, shall deliver the proper number of voting 
machines, the mechanically operated models, a seal for sealing each voting machine after termination of voting 
and other election equipment. supplies, and paraphemalia to the polling places of each precinct and shall place 
the machines in the polling place for use in voting. Each machine shall remain sealed until examined by or 
under the supervision of the commissioner-in-charge immediately before the polls are opened as required by R.S. 
18:553. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1. 

§l371. Preparation of machines for election; testing and adjnsting 

Immediately after the secretary of state furnishes the ballOts to the commissioner of elections as required 
by R.S. 18:552, the commissioner of elections shall prepare the voting machines for the election by placing them 
in order, inserting the proper ballots, and testing and adjusting them for the election. In preparing the machines, 
the commissioner of elections shall lock out against use on each machine those vote indicators or devices that 
are not to be used at the election. In preparing and adjusting machines the commissioner of elections shall use 
the mechanics and technicians authorized by R.S. 18:1353. 

Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983. 

§l373. Notice of preparation of machines for election; examination by candIdate or his representative; 
lockiDg and sealing machines 

A. The commissioner of elections shall notify each parish custodian of the time and place at which he will 
begin preparing the voting machines for an election. The parish custodian then shall mail a n~ce to each 
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candidate in the election, stating the time and place at which the machines will be sealed and stating that the 
candidate or his representative may be present to observe the preparation of the machines for sealing by the 
parish custodian and will be afforded an opportunity to inspect and test vote the machines to see that they are 
in the proper condition for use in the election. However, no candidate, representative, or citizen shan interfere 
with the commissioner of elections or any employee or technician or assume any of their duties. Each candidate 
or representative shan identify to the commissioner of elections the candidate whom he is representing. In 
addition, any citizen of this state may be present to observe the sealing of the machines by the parish custodian 
and shan be afforded an opportunity to inspect the machines to see that they are in proper condition for use in 
the election. 

After the machines have been examined by each candidate, or representative, or citizen who is present, the 
parish custodian shall enclose the registration books or lists and other paraphernalia and shall forthwith seal each 
machine with a numbered seal. At that time, the parish custodian, in the presence of the candidates, or their 
representatives, and any citizens who are present, shall certify to the numbers of the machines, that all of the 
public, candidate and question counters are set at zero, and as to the number registered on the protective counter 
of the machine. 

B. After each voting machine has been properly locked and sealed, the keys shall be placed in an envelope 
on which shall be written the precinct number and the assigned precinct location of the voting machine, the 
number of the seal, and the number registered on the protective counter or device. The envelope shall be sealed 
in the presence of the candidates or their representatives then present and shall be held by the parish custodian 
or his representative until turned over for delivery to the election commissioners at the polling place on election 
day. 

C. The preparation, inspection, and sealing of the machines and all duties required by R.S. 18:1372 and 
R.S. l8:l373(A) and (B) shall be completed not later than thirty-six hours prior to the time fixed by law for the 
opening of the pons. 

Acrs 1976, No. 697, §4, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acrs 1979, No. 229, §1, ejJ. July 13, 1979; Acrs 
1982, No. 10, § 1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1983. 

§l374. Equipment of polling places; location of machines 

To the extent possible, the authority charged with the selection of polling places shall designate polling 
places which are equipped with proper electric current, fixtures, and outlets necessary to properly operate the 
voting machines and otherwise conduct the election. Each voting machine shall be placed inside the poning 
place and shall be in fun view of the public from the time the election begins until the last elector has voted. 
The commissioners and watchers shall be stationed near the voting machines, and they shall regulate the 
admission of the voters thereto, and each shall always be in full view of the other election commissioners and 
watchers and, as far as possible, of the public. 

Acrs 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l37S. Duplicate keys 

Any duplicate or extra keys to the machines shall be sealed in an envelope by the parish custodian and the 
commissioner of elections sod placed in a safe place. The seal shall not be broken Or the keys used in any 
manner except with the consent of both the parish custodian sod commissioner of elections. 

Acrs 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l376. Release of voting machines; retnm to warehonse; retention of totals; dearing machines 

A. Immediately upon completion of the tabulation of the returns and the sealing of the machines at the 
polling place, the machines shall be released to the parish custodian or his deputy. The parish custodian shall 
insure that all voting machines used within the parish are returned to the appropriate warehouse no later than 
forty-eight hours after the polls close on election day. Proper provisions shall be made for safeguarding 
machines after the polls close. 

B.(l) For all elections subject to the provisions of this Title, the parish custodian shall insure that the vote 
totals on the voting machines are retained and that the voting machines are locked and sealed until the secretary 
of state directs that the voting machines be cleared in accordance with R.S. l8:l376(B)(2). 
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(2) If an action contesting an election is not instituted within the period of time prescribed in R.S. 
18: 1405(B), then on the day after the lapse of the time for filing such an action the secretary of state shall direct 
that the voting machines be cleared. If an action contesting such an election is timely filed, the secretary of state 
shall direct that the voting machines be cleared when the mal judge certifies to him that the coun has obtained 
all the information from the machines necessary for the mal of the action. The mal judge shall so certify no 
later than the end of the sixth day after the day on which the suit was filed. 

Acts J976, No. 697, §J, eff. Jan. J, J978. Amended by Acts J980, No. 506, §J; Acts J98J, No. 77, §J, eff. 
June 26, J98J; Acts J98J, No. 77, §J, eff. June 26, J98J; Acts J982, No. 10, §J, eft. Jan. J, J983; Acts J982, 
No. 778, §J, eff. Aug. 4, J982; Acts J983, No. 519, §J, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts J984, No. 7J2, §J, eff. July 13, 
J984; Acts J985, No. 754, §J; Acts J989, No. 179, §J, eff. Jan. J, J990; Acts J989, No. 283, §J, eft. Jan. J, 
J99O. 

PART IV. EXPENSES 

§1381, Repealed by Acts 1983, No. 68J, §2, eff. July 2J, 1983. 

§ 1382. Apportionment of expenses 

The governing bodies of municipalities and parishes covered by the provisions of this Chapter are authorized 
to purchase suitable sites and to construct and equip suitable buildings for the proper storage of voting machines, 
and one-half of the costs thereof shall be paid by the governing body of each municipality or parish and the 
other one-half by the state of Louisiana. The portion to be paid by the Slate of Louisiana shall be by 
appropriation for the purpose by the legislature to the commissioner of elections. In the event of such purchase 
of sites and construction and maintenance of buildings, the title thereto shall rest one-half in the state and one
half in the parish or municipality corning under the provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts J977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts J979, No. 229, §J, eff. July J3, J979. 

PART V. ALTERNATIVE VOTING SYSTEMS 

SUBPART A. ABSENTEE COUNTING EQUIPMENT 

§l391. Absentee ballot couotlng equipment; authorization 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commissioner of elections is authorized to utilize 
absentee hallot counting equipment, including but not limited to voting machines, voting devices, automated or 
electronic counting devices, computerized counting systems, or a combination of any of these, to facilitate 
absentee voting and the counting of such ballots. The commissioner may use such absentee counting equipment 
throughout the state or in any parish or parishes thereof for any election. 

Added by Acts 198J, No. 105, §1, eff. July 3, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778, §§1 and 5, eff. Aug. 
4, J982. 

§l392. Selection or absentee COIlDting eqnipment 

A.( 1) The specific kind or type of absentee counting equipment used in a parish for an election sball be 
determined by the commissioner of elections and shall be approved as provided in R.S. 18:1361. 

(2) Any absentee counting equipment selected sball correctly and accurately count all votes lawfully cast 
for each candidate and for or against each proposition. When a voter may vOle for more than one person for 
an office, it shall count each vote cast, even though the voter has voted for fewer than the total number of votes 
he is entitled to cast for a particular office. If a voter casts his vote for more persons for a particular office than 
he is legally entitled to vote for, it shall not count the votes for that office, but it shall count all other lawfully 
cast votes. 

(3) Any absentee counting equipment selected sball be capable of proving, through the production of a zero 
tally, that its candidate and question counteJs contain no votes for either a candidate or proposition. Such 
equipment shall be capable of reproducing the absentee results of an election to verify the initial ~ntee count 
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(4) Absentee counting equipment into which the voter directly casts his absentee ballot shall contain one 
or more automatic locks which, upon exposure of the vote count at any time will automatically lock the 
equipment against further voting. 

B. Before any absentee counting equipment selected and approved in accordance with Subsection A of this 
Section is used in an election, the commissioner of elections sball consult with the secretary of state to insure 
that absentee ballots can be prepared in a manner consistent with the equipment's capabilities. and that such 
ballots can be produced in a period within the time limitations of the election. If the absentee ballot 
configuration for an election is unduly complex or if the absentee ballots cannot be produced within the time 
limitations of an election, absentee counting equipment shall not be used in that election. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 105, §1, ejJ. July 3,1981; Acts 1982, No. 778, §5, eff. Aug. 4, 1982. 

§l393. Placement and sufficiency of equipment 

A. Absentee counting equipment placed in a parish for an election shall be located where absentee voting 
in person is conducted as provided in R.S. 18:1309(A). The commissioner of elections sball install and program 
any absentee counting equipment used in an election, and shall insure that such equipment is ready to perform 
its necessary functions on election day. Following an election, the commissioner shall determine whether such 
equipment shall remain with the registrar of voters, whether it shall be transferred to a voting machine 
warehouse or other storage facility, or whether it shall be relocated to another parish. 

B. The commissioner of elections shall determine the sufficiency of the absentee counting equipment 
necessary to conduct absentee voting in an election. He shall insure that the absentee counting equipment placed 
within a parish for an election is adequate and sufficient to process and count the absentee ballots cast in the 
election within a reasonable period. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. IDS, §1, ejJ. July 3, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1983; 
Acts 1982, No. 778, §5, ejJ. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1. 

§l394. Ballots; marking ballots 

A. Absentee ballots to be counted or processed in any absentee counting equipment shall conform as nearly 
as practicable to all the requirements in Chapter 7 of this Title, particularly R.S. 18:1306. Except as provided 
in Subsection B hereof, and depending on the particular type of absentee counting equipment utilized in an 
election, the State Board of Election Supervisors may promulgate rules and regulations specifying the form of 
the absentee ballot used in an election, the manner in which such ballot shall be executed by the voter, and the 
specific procedures used in tabulating the absentee results of the election. 

B. For the purposes of this Subpart, the secretary of state shall include with the election parapbernalia 
accompanying absentee ballots an informational pamphlet, approved by the commissioner of elections and the 
anomey general, generally describing the particular absentee counting equipment utilized in the election to count 
absentee ballots. Included therein shall be instnJctions for marking the absentee ballot and examples of the 
correct and incorrect methods of marking the ballol The instructions sball inform the voter that his absentee 
ballot may be marked utilizing a variety of symbols to indicate his vote as provided in RS. 18:1306(A). 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 105, §I, ejJ. July 3,1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 166, §I, eff. July 14,1982; 
Acts 1982. No. 778, §5, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1. 

§1395. Voting; execution of certificates 

A. Except as specifically provided in Subsection B of this Section, in an election in which absentee 
counting equipment is utilized a voter shall execute his absentee ballot, either by mail or in person, as required 
in RS. 18:1308 through RS. 18:1310, and the procedures required therein shall be followed by the voter and 
the registrar without exception. 

B. If the absentee counting equipment used in an election is of the type which allows the voter to directly 
cast his absentee ballot, the voter shall execute the certificate on the absentee ballot envelope, mark his absentee 
ballot, return the empty absentee ballot envelope with the attached certificate to the registrar, and then he shall 
directly deposit his absentee ballot into the absentee counting equipmenl 

C. Any voter who votes absentee by mail or in person shall be required to execute any certificate required 
in this Title. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 105 §I, ejJ. July 3, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 778, §5, ejJ. Aug. 4, 1982. 
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§ 1396. Tabulation and counting of absentee ballots; procedures; absentee precinct 

A. Except as specifically provided in this Section, the provisions of R.S. 18:1312 and 18:1313 shall be 
followed by the election officials involved without exception. 

B.(1) Depending on the t}'t>e of absentee counting equipment used in an election, prior to the actual 
counting of any absentee ballot, the parish board of election supervisors shall generate a zero tally to insure that 
the equipment's candidate and question counter are set at zero and that no votes have been cast for any candidate 
or for or against any proposition. 

(2) 1f the absentee counting equipment used in an election is of the type which allows the voter to directly 
cast his absentee ballot, the parish board of election supervisors shall detennine the validity of each absentee 
mail ballot as provided in R.S. 18:1313(F) and instead of counting such ballots as provided in R.S. 
18:1313(F)(7), the board shall utilize the absentee counting equipment to count such ballots. 

(3) For other types of absentee counting equipment, the board shall delennine the validity of each absentee 
ballot as provided in RS. 18:1313(F) and instead of counting such ballots as provided in R.S. 18:1313(F)(7), 
the board shall utilize the absentee counting equipment to count such ballots. 

C. The absentee votes cast for a candidate and those cast for and against a proposition shall be counted 
and announced as the total number of absentee votes cast in the election for the particular candidate and those 
cast for and against the particular proposition. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 105, §1, eff. July 3,1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14, 1982; 
Acts 1982, No. 778, §§I and 5, eff. Aug. 4, 1982; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff. July 8, 1983. 

§1397. Miscellaneous provisions 

A. Before an absentee ballot loses its identity it may be challenged as provided in RS. 18:1315. 

B. Except as provided in RS. 18: 1394(B) the board may reject any ballot that it detennines is susceptible 
of identification as provided in RS. 18:1316. 

Added by Acts 1981. No. 105, §1, eff. July 3, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 778, §5, eff. Aug. 4, 1982. 

SUBPART B. VOTING MACHINES 

§ 1398. Printer-type mecbanlcal voting machines; electronic voting machines; anthorlzation 

A. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contnuy, the commissioner of elections is authorized to 
utilize either mechanical or electronic voting machines which are capable of producing printed election results. 
The commissioner may use such voting machines throughout the state or in any parish or parishes thereof for 
any election. 

B. Except as specifically provided in RS. 18:1399, the provisions of this Title shall be followed without 
exception by the voters and the election officials involved in any election in a parish wherein voting machines 
which are capable of producing printed election results are used. All such mechanical or electronic voting 
machines authorized for use herein shall conform to the construction and equipment requirements set forth in 
R.S. 18:1355. 

Added by Acts 1981, No. 105, §1, eff. July 3, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778. §§1 and 5, eff. Aug. 
4, 1982; Acts 1984, No. 672, §J. 

§ 1399. VotiDg machines; inspection; counting and tabulation; election returns 

A. Before the time for the opening of the polls, the commissioners and watchers shall inspect all voting 
machines capable of producing printed election results as provided in RS. 18:553(B), except that instead of 
examining the machine's counlers to determine whether each registers zero, the commissioners shall cause each 
voting machine to produce a zero proof sbeet. The commissioners and watchers shall determine from the zero 
proof sbeet produced by a voting machine that each counter on that voting machine is set at zero. The 
commissioners shall sign and certify to the correctness of the zero proof sbeet and shall then immediately post, 
within the polling place, the zero proof sbeet for each voting machine. 1f a voting machine produces a zero 
proof sheet which is illegible or damaged, the commissioners shall immediately notify the parish custodian of 
voting machines who shall take any required remedial action necessary to make the machine operative. If the 
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zero proof sheet indicates that any candidate or question does not register zero, the commissioners shall proceed 
as required by R.S. 18:553(B)(2). 

B. The procedure for voting on election day on a voting machine capable of producing printed election 
results shall be the same procedure as required in this Title for voting on any other approved voting machine 
and shall be followed without ex~tion. 

". 
C.(I) Except as specifically provided in this Subsection, the procedures with respect to counting and 

tabulating votes required by R.S. 18:571 shall be followed without exception. 

(2) After voting has terminated, the commissioners shall lock against further voting all voting machines 
capable of producing printed election results. Instead of opening the voting machine's counter compartments 
and reading and announcing the vote from its counters, the commissioners shall cause each voting machine to 
produce a set of four identical final result tally sheets. 

(3) The commissioners shall then examine, sign, and certify each set of final result tally sheets and 
immediately post, in the polling place, one copy of each final result tally sheet for each voting machine. 

(4) The vote on each voting machine may be transcribed by the commissioners from the final result tally 
sheets to the tabulation blank and compiled statement forms. 

(5) If a voting machine produces a set of final result tally sheets which is illegible or damaged, the 
commissioners shall immediately notify the parish custodian of voting machines who shall expose the candidate 
and question counters so that the commissioners may directly examine and announce the vote from the 
machine's counters. 

D. The zero proof sheet and final result tally sheets from each voting machine shall be transmitted as 
follows: 

(I) The zero proof sheet and one copy of the final result tally sheet shall be sealed with the other election 
paraphernalia in the envelope marked ''Put in Voting Machine" as provided in R.S. 18:571(12). 

(2) One copy of the final result tally sheet shall be mailed with the other election paraphernalia to the 
secretary of state as provided in R.S. 18:572(A)(2). 

(3) One copy of the final result tally sheet shall be delivered to the clerk of conn as provided in R.S. 
18:572(A)(3). 

E. Tl.te zero proof sheet and final result tally sheets from each voting machine shall be the official election 
results from that machine and shall form a part of the 'lfficial election rerums. 

Added by AcIS 1981. No. 105. §1. eff. July 3. 1981. Amended by AclS 1982. No. 778. §1. eff. Aug. 4. 1982; 
Acts 1984. No. 672. §1. 

CHAPTER 8-A. ELECTION EXPENSES 

11400.1. Election costs paid by secretary of state; governing authorities; reimbursement 

A. The cost of ballots and election materials used in gubernatorial and congressional elections, whether or 
not a gubernatorial or congressional candidate appears on the ballot, shall be paid by the state from funds 
appropriated to the secretary of state for that purpose. except that when a local or municipal candidate or a local 
bond, debt, tax. proposition. or question also appears on the ballot, the state shalJ be required to pay one·half 
of the cost of ballots and election materials. The remaining one-balf shall be pro-rated between the state and 
all local or municipal entities participating in such election. The pro-rata share of a local or municipal entity 
shaH be determined by dividing the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by 
the total number of all offices. propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

B.(I) The cost of ballots and election materia\s used in any special election when any of the following 
appear on the ballot sball be paid by the state from funds appropriated to the secretary of state for that purpose: 

(a) A state candidate, as defined in R.S. 18:452(1). 

(b) A candidate for the state legislature. 
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(c) A candidate for judge of a judicial district coun or juvenile coun or a candidate for judge of the 
criminal district Or civil district coun for Orleans Parish. 

(d) A candidate for the office of district attorney. 

(e) A proposed constitutional amendment. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1), when a local or municipal candidate or a local bond, 
debt, tax, proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state sball be required to pay one-balf of the 
cost of ballots and election materials. The remaining one-balf sball be pro-rated between the state and all local 
or municipal entities participating in such election .. The pro-rata share of a local or municipal entity shall be 
determined by dividing the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total 
number of all offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

C.(I) The cost of ballots and election materials used in any election not provided for in Subsections A and 
B of this Section sball be paid by the appropriate governing authority that relates to the character of the office 
or the issue involved in such election. 

(2) In any special election called only by a local governing authority or only by a parish or city school 
board solely for the purpose of voting On a proposition under Chapter 6-A of this Title, a fee of five dollars per 
certificate and two dollars per page sball be paid to the secretary of state for recording the proces verbal as 
required by R.S. 18:1293. 

(3) To administratively facilitate the payment of costs as provided in this Subsection, the secretary of slate 
may initially pay such costs; however, the appropriate governing authority sball reimburse all such costs to the 
secretary of Slate, and all monies so received by the secretary of state sball be remitted to the state treasurer. 
If more than one governing authority is involved in an election, the secretary of state sball prorate the 
reimbursable costs among the governing authorities as equitably as possible. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 681, §I, eff. July 21, 1983. Acts 1986, No. 783, §I, eff. July 10, 1986; Acts 1990, 
No. 107, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 963, §I. 

§l400.2. Election costs paid by commissioner of e1ectioDS; governing authorities; reimbursement 

A. The costs of pUblication of the location of polling places; of renting polling places; of drayage; of setting 
up voting machines; of compensating commissioners and deputy parish custodians; and of transmitting election 
returns for gubernatorial and congressional elections, whether or not a gubernatorial or congressional candidate 
appears on the ballot, sball be paid by the state from funds appropriated to the comntissioner of elections for 
that purpose, except that when a local or municipal candidate or a local bond, debt, tax, proposition, or question 
also appears on the ballot, the state sball be required to pay one-ha1f of such costs. The remaining one-balf shall 
be pro-rated between the state and all local or municipal entities participating in such election. The pro-rata 
share of a local or municipal entity sball be determined by dividing the number of that entity's offices, 
propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total number of all offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot 
within that local jurisdiction. 

B.(I) The cost of publication of the location of polling places; of renting polling places; of drayage; of 
setting up voting machines; of compensating commissioners and deputy parish custodians; and of transntitting 
election returns for any special election when any of the following appear on the ballot sball be paid by the state 
from funds appropriated to the commissioner of elections for that purpose: 

(8) A state candidate, as defined in RS. 18:452(1). 

(b) A candidate for the state legislature. 

(c) A candidate for judge of 8 judicial district coun or juvenile coun or a candidate for judge of the 
crimina1 district or civil district coun for Orleans Parish. 

(d) A candidate for the office of district attorney. 

(e) A proposed constitutional amendment. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I), when a local or municipal candidate or a local bond, 
debt, tax, proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state shall be required to pay one-balf of such 
costs. The remaining one-balf sball be pro-rated between the state and all local or municipal entities 
participating in sucb election. The pro-rata share of a local or municipal entity shall be determined by dividing 
the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total number of all offices, 
propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 
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C.(I) The cost of publication of the location of polling places; of renting polling places; of drayage; of 
setting up voting machines, which cost shall be ten dollars per machine; of compensating commissioners and 
deputy parish custodians; and of transmitting election returns for any election not provided for in Subsections 
A and B of this Section shall be paid by the appropriate governing authority that relates to the character of office 
or issue involved in such election. Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, if more than one 
governing authority is involved in an election, a statement of such expenses shall be transmitted to each 
governing authority involved in the election and payment thereof shall be prorated among . the governing 
authorities as equitably as possible. 

(2) To administratively facilitate the payment of costs with respect to elections as provided in this 
Subsection, the commissioner of elections may initially pay such costs; however, the appropriate governing 
authority shall reimburse all such costs to the commissioner of elections, who shall remit all such funds to the 
state treasurer. If more than one governing authority is involved in an election, the commissioner of elections 
shall prorate its reimbursable costs among the governing authorities as equitably as possible. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 681, §1, eff. July 21, 1983. Acts 1986, No. 426, §1; Acts 1986, No. 783, §1, ejJ. 
July 10, 1986; Acts 1988, No. 909. §1, ejJ. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1991; Acts 1992, 
No. 963, §1. 

§ 1400.3. Election expenses incurred by clerks of court and registrars of voters; payment by commissioner 
of elections; payment by governing authorities 

A. Election expenses incurred by clerks of coun and registrars of voters for gubernatorial and congressional 
elections, whether or not a gubernatorial or congressional candidate appears on the hallot, shall be paid by the 
state from funds appropriated to the commissioner of elections for that purpose, except that when a local or 
municipal candidate or a local bond, debt, tax, proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state shall 
be required to pay one-half of such costs. The remaining one-half shall be pro-rated between the state and all 
local or municipal entities participating in such election. The pro-rata share of a local or municipal entity shall 
be determined by dividing the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total 
number of all offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

B.(1) Election expenses incurred by clerks of coun and registrars of voters for any special election when 
any of the following appear on the ballot shall be paid by the state from funds appropriated to the commissioner 
of elections for that purpose: 

(a) A state candidate, as defined in R.S. 18:452(1). 

(b) A candidate for the state legis\arure. 

(c) A candidate for judge of a judicial district coun or juvenile coun or a candidate for judge of the 
criminal district or civil district court for Orleans Parish. 

(d) A candidate for the office of district attorney. 

(e) A proposed constitutional amendment. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I), when a local or municipal candidate or a local bond, 
debt, tax, proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state shall be required to pay one-half of such 
costs. The remaining one-half shall be pro-rated between the state and all local or municipal entities 
participating in such election. The pro-rata share of a local or municipal entity sha1l be determined by dividing 
the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the haIlot by the total number of all offices, 
propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

C.(1) Election expenses incurred by clerks of coun and registrars of voters for any election not provided 
for in Subsections A and B of this Section shall be paid by the appropriate governing authority that relates to 
the character of office or issue involved in such election. Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this 
Subsection, if more than one governing authority is involved in an election, a statement of such expenses shall 
be transmitted to each governing authority and payment thereof shall be prorated among the governing 
authorities as equitably as possible. 

(2) To administratively facilitate the pa)')1lent of costs with respect to elections as provided in this 
Subsection, the commissioner of elections may initially pay such costs; bowever, the appropriate governing 
authority shall reimburse all such costs to the commissioner of elections, who shall remit all such funds to the 
state treasurer. If more than one governing authority is involved in an election, the commissioner of elections 
shall prorate its reimbursable costs among the governing authorities as equitably as possible. 
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D. For the purposes of this Section, "election expenses incurred by registrars of voters" is defined and 
limited to the following: 

. (I) Expenses incurred by a registrar of voters to pay for one or more temporary pan-time clerical 
employees to perform election duties and responsibilities associated with his office as provided in this Title. 
Such employees shall be paid at an hourly rate established by the registrar at not to exceed that of a Voter 
Registration Specialist in the General Schedule at the entry level as specified in the classification and pay plan 
of the Louisiana Department of Civil Service. . 

(2) Expenses incurred by a registrar of voters to pay a permanent employee below the level of chief deputy 
and confidential assistant to perform election duties and responsibilities associated with his office during other 
than normal hours of operation of his office. 

(3) Expenses of an extraordinary nature incurred by a registrar of voters for an election which have 
received prior approval of the commissioner of elections. 

E. For the purposes of this Section, "election expenses incurred by clerics of court" is defined and limited 
to the fOllowing: 

(I) Actual expenses incurred by a clerk of court to publish notices required by law in the official journal 
of the parish and, to insure maximum coverage, in any other journal of the parish or political subdivision thereof. 
Information contained in such notices shall be limited to that required by law. The commissioner of elections 
shall prescribe the size of such notices which shall be uniform throughout the state. 

(2) Itemized expenses incurred by a clerk of court to conduct the general courses of instruction for 
commissioners as provided in R.S. 18:431(A) and the course of instruction for commissioners-in-charge as 
provided in R.S. 18:433(A). 

(3)(a) Documented expenses incurred by a clerk of court to perform or fulfill election duties imposed by 
law. For the purpose of this Paragraph, such expenses shall include the following: 

(i) Expenses for postage and office supplies used in connection with an election or used to fulfill an 
election duty imposed by law. 

(il) Expenses for rental space and instructional paraphernalia to conduct schools of instruction for 
commissioners and commissioners-in-cbarge. 

(iii) Expenses for personnel used in connection with an election or used to fulfill an election duty imposed 
by law. Such expenses shall be itemized and reimbursement shall be authorized only for work not performed 
during regular office hours of the clerk of court. 

(iv) Incidental expenses incurred in conducting the general courses of instruction for commissioners and 
the course of instruction for commissioners-in-cbarge. Reimbursement for such expenses shall be limited to one 
hundred dollars per general commissioner school and one hundred dollars for the commissioner-in-charge school. 
Maximum reimbursement to a clerk of court for conducting such schools shall be limited to three hundred 
dollars per calendar year and all reimbursements shall be deposited in the general fund of the clerk of court. 

(b) The commissioner of elections shall establish rules and regulations governing reimbursement for 
expenses set forth herein and may establish rules and regulations to add other categories of reimbursable 
expenses. AIl reimbursements shall be deposited in the geoeral fund of the clerk. 

(4) Expenses of an extraordinary nature incurred by a clerk of court for an election which have received 
prior approval of the commissioner of elections. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 681, §1. elf. July 21.1983; Acts 1986. No. 783. §1. elf. July 10, 1986; Acts 1986. 
No. 669, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1. elf. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990. No. 107. §1. elf. Jan. 1. 1991; Aers 1992, No. 
963. §I. 

§1400A. Elections costs for parish boards of election supervisors; payment of compensation; 
reimbursement; expenses 

A. Election expenses incurred by parish boards of election supervisors for gubernatorial and congressional 
elections. whether or not a gubernatorial or congressional candidate appears on the ballot. shall be paid by the 
state from funds appropriated to the commissioner of elections for that purpose, except that when a local or 
municipal candidate or a local bond. debt, tax. proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state shall 
be required to pay one-half of such costs. The remaining one-half shall be prorated between the state and all 
local or municipal entities participating in such election. The pro rata share of a local or municipal entity shall 
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be detennined by dividing the number of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total 
number of all offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

B.(I) Election expenses incurred by parish boards of election supervisors for any special election when any 
of the following appear on the ballot shall be paid by the state from funds appropriated to the commissioner of 
elections for that pwpose: 

(a) A state candidate, as defined in R.S. 18:452(1). 

(b) A candidate for the state legislature. 

(c) A candidate for judge of a judicial district court or juvenile court or a candidate for judge of the 
criminal district or civil district court for Orleans Parish. 

(d) A candidate for the office of district attorney. 

( e) A proposed constitutional amendmenL 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I), when a local or mUnicipal candidate or a local bond, 
debt, tax, proposition, or question also appears on the ballot, the state shall be required to pay one-half of such 
costs. The remaining one-half shall be prorated between the state and all local or municipal entities participating 
in such election. The pro rata share of a local or muniCipal entity shall be detennined by dividing the number 
of that entity's offices, propositions, or questions on the ballot by the total number of all offices, propositions, 
or questions on the ballot within that local jurisdiction. 

C.( I) Election expenses incurred by parish boards of election supervisors for any election not provided for 
in Subsections A and B of this Section shall be paid by the appropriate governing authority that relates to the 
character of office or issue involved in such election. Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, 
if more than one governing authority is involved in an election, a statement of such expenses shall be transmitted 
to each governing authority and payment thereof shall be prorated among the governing authorities as equitably 
as possible. 

(2) To administratively facilitate the payment of costs with respect to elections as provided in this 
Subsection, the commissioner of elections may initially pay such costs; however, the appropriate governing 
authority shall reimburse all such costs to the commissioner of elections, who shall remit all such funds to the 
state treasurer. If more than one governing authority is involved in an election, the commissioner of elections 
shall prorate its reimbursable costs among the governing authorities as equitably as possible. 

D. For the pwposes of this Section, "election expenses incurred by the parish boards of election 
supervisors" is dermed and limited to the fOllowing: 

(I) Compensation of each member of the parish hoard of election supervisors as provided in R.S. 
18:423(E). 

(2) Expenses of an extraordinary nature incurred by the parish boards of election supervisors for an election 
which have received prior approval of the commissioner of elections. 

E. Any other expenses incurred by the parish board of election supervisors in the performance of its duties 
shall be paid by the state from funds appropriated to the commissioner of elections for that pwpose. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 681, §1. eff. July 21,1983; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1990, No. 116, §1; Acts 
1992, No. 963, §1. 

§l400.5_ Costs and expeDSeS of a presidential preference primary election 

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, the costs and expenses incurred for a presidential preference 
primary election shall be paid by the secretary of state and the commissioner of elections as in gubernatorial 
elections. 

B. When a local governing authority is required by this Chapter to pay the costs and expenses incurred for 
an election, and such election is scheduled to be held On the date of a presidential preference primary election, 
the local governing authority shaI1 pay all costs and expenses incurred for such elections. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 681, §1, eff. July 21, 1983. 
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§1400.6. Costs and expenses of primary and general eJections 

A. Any local governing authority or school board which receives a request for reimbursement of election 
costs pursuant to this Title shall pay such reimbursement promptly. 

B. Interest on any unpaid balance shall be added to the amount of any such reimbursement for which 
payment has not been received by the thirtieth day after the date of billing by the offices of the secretary of state 
or the commissioner of elections. Such interest shall be at an annual percentage rate of fifteen percent and shall 
be received by the secretary of state or the commissioner of elections to be remiTted to the state treasurer. 

C. If payment for any such reimbursement is not received by the secretary of state or commissioner of 
elections on the one hundred and twentieth day following the first billing by the offices of said officials. the 
account shall be forwarded to the attorney general for collection. The attorney general is additionally authorized 
to collect the actual expenses his office incurs in the collection of such account 

Added by Acts 1983. No. 682. §1; Acts 1986. No. 669. §1; Acts 1988. No. 909. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1989. 

CHAPTER 9. CONTESTS AND CHALLENGES 

PART I. PROCEDURE FOR OBJECTIONS TO CANDIDACY 
AND ELECTION CONTESTS 

§l401. Objections to candidacy and contests of eJections; parties authorized to Institute actions 

A. A qualified elector may bring an action objection to the candidacy of a person who qualified as a 
candidate in a primary election for an office in which the plaintiff is qualified to vote. 

B. A candidate who alleges that, except for substantial irregularities or error. or except for fraud or other 
unlawful activities in the conduct of the election. he would have qualified for a general election or would have 
been elected may bring an action contesting the election. 

C. A person in interest may bring an action contesting any election in which any proposition is submiTted 
to the voters if he alleges that except for irregularities or fraud in the conduct of an election the result would 
have been different 

D. Repealed by Acts 1989. No. 662. §8. eff. July 7. 1989. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1980. 
No. 564. §1. eff. July 23. 1980; Acts 1989. No. 662. §8. eff. July 7. 1989. 

§l402. Proper parties 

A. The following persons are the proper parties against whom actions may be instituted in actions objecting 
to candidacy and in election contests: (1) the person whose candidacy is objected to; (2) the person or persons 
whose eligibility to be a candidate in a general election or wbose election to office is contested; (3) the 
governing authority who called an election submitting a proposition to the voters. other than a proposed 
amendment to the constitution; (4) the secretary of state. when any election upon any proposed amendment to 
the constitution is contested; or (5) the official before whom the person whose candidacy is objected to had 
qualified. 

B. Any candidate in an election which is contested shall be a proper party to and shall have standing to 
intervene in the action contesting the election. 

C. The secretary of state and the commissioner of elections shall be indispensable parties defendant to any 
action contesting an election for public office for the purpose of giving the trial court jurisdiction over those 
officers insofar as the judgment of the court affects the ministerial duties of those officers. When named as 
defendants as provided in this Subsection. costs of court shall not be assessed against these officers. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Amended by Acts 1980. No. 506. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1981. 

§l403. Jurisdiction 

The district courts shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of actions objecting to candidacy and contesting 
elections. In a judicial district wherein there is a criminal and a civil district court, the civil district court shall 
have exclusive original jurisdiction. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. 
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§1404. Venue 

A. An action objecting to a candidate or contesting an election shall be instituted in the district coun for 
the parish where the state capitol is situated if the action involves an office filled by statewide election and shall 
be instituted in the district court for any parish included, in whole or pan, in the district for the office the action 
involves. -., 

B. An action contesting an election on a proposition, except an election on a proposed constitutional 
amendment, shall be brought in the district court for the parish where the governing authority calling the election 
is domiciled. 

C. An action contesting an election upon a proposed constitutional amendment shall be brought in the 
district court for the parish where the state capitol is situated. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. , 

§140S. Time for commencement of action 

A. An action objecting to candidacy shall be instituted within seven days after the close of qualifications 
for candidates in the primary election. After the expiration of the time period set forth in this Section, no funher 
action shall be commenced objecting to candidacy based on the grounds for objections to candidacy contained 
in R.S. 18:492. 

B. An action contesting any election involving election to office shall be instituted on or before the ninth 
day after the date of the election, and no such contest shall be declared moot because of the performance or 
nonperformance of a ministerial function including but not limited to matters relating to the printing of ballots 
for the general election. 

C. An action contesting an election on a proposed constitutional amendment shall be instituted within ten 
days after promulgation of the results of the election by the secretary of state. 

D. An action contesting an election submitting a proposition to the voters, except a constitutional 
amendment or a proposition covered by Subsection E of this Section, shall be instituted within thirty days after 
the official promulgation of the results of the election. 

E. An action contesting an election on a proposition submitted to the voters relating to the issuance of 
bonds, refunding bonds, assuming an indebtedness, or levying a tax shall be instituted within sixty days after 
official promulgation of the results. If the legality of the election, the bond issue provided for, the tax 
authorized, or the assumption of indebtedness is not ",ntested within the sixty days herein prescribed, the 
authority to incur the debt, levy the tax, or issue the bonds, the legality thereof, and the taxes and other revenues 
necessary to pay the same shall be conclusively presumed to be valid and no court thereafter sball have authority 
to inquire into such matters. 

F. An action contesting the cenification of a recall petition shall be instituted within fifteen days after the 
governor has issued the proclamation ordering the recall election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, 
No. 506, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 10, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1983; Acts 1984, No. 712, §1, eff. July 13, 
1984; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 1992. No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993. 

§1406. Petltlnn; answer; notification 

A. An action objecting to candidacy or contesting an election shall be instituted by filing a petition in a 
court of competent jurisdiction and venue and posting a copy of the petition in a conspicuous place at the 
entrance of the office of the cleric of court where the petition is filed. 

B. The petition shall set forth in specific detail the facts upon which the objection or contest is based. If 
the action contests an election, the petition shall allege that except for substantial irregularities or error, fraud, 
or other unlawful activities in the conduct of the election, the petitioner would have qualified for a general 
election or would have been elected. The trial judge may allow the filing of amended pleadings for good cause 
shown and in the interest of justice. 

C. The defendant shall be served with citation directing him to appear in court at 10:00 a.m. on the fourth 
day after suit was filed, subject, however, to the provisions of R.S. 18: 1408(D). The defendant is not required 
to answer the petition, but if he answers, he shall do SO prior to trial. 
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D. The clerk of court shall immediately notify the secretary of state and the commissioner of elections, by 
telephone and by written notice sent certified mail, when an action objecting to candidacy or contesting an 
election has been filed. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1985, 
No. 754, §1. 

§1407. Appointment of agent for service of process 

A. By filing notice of candidacy a local or municipal candidate appoints the clerk of court for each parish 
in which he is to be voted on as his agent for service of process in any action objecting to his candidacy, 
contesting his qualification as a candidate in a general election, or contesting his election to office. However, 
if a clerk of court who otherwise would be an agent for service of process under this Subsection is a named 
party in the petition, then the registrar of voters for that parish shall be the agent for service of process upon 
the defendant 

B. By filing notice of his candidacy a state candidate appoints the secretary of state as his agent for service 
of process in any action objecting to his candidacy, contesting his qualification as a candidate in the general 
election, or contesting his election to office. However, if the secretary of state who otherwise would be an agent 
for service of process under this Subsection is a named party in the petition, then the commissioner of elections 
shall be the agent for service of process upon the defendant 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, efJ. Jan. I, 1978. 

§1408. Service of process; sending notice and copies; documents to be f"oJed 

A. If service of process is to be made on the appointed agent, as authorized by R.S. 18:1407. such service 
shall be made by serving citation on this agent, but at the same time that service is made on the appointed agent, 
a diligent effon shall be made to make persOnal service on the defendant at his domiciliary address as shown 
by his qualifying papers. 

B. When service is made on the appointed agent, he shall immediately send notice thereof, together with 
a copy of the citation, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to addressee only, to the defendant at his 
domiciliary address as listed in his notice of candidacy. If the appointed agent has reason to believe that the 
candidate is temporarily absent from his domiciliary address as listed in his notice of candidacy, he shall give 
additional notice to the candidate in the manner required by this Subsection by mailing a copy of the citation 
to any place where the candidate temporarily resides. 

C. Proof of mailing, certified by the official mark of the United States Postal Service, along with the return 
receipt if received by the agent, shall be filed in the proceedings. 

D. Service of process on and citation of the appointed agent, together with the posting of the petition as 
provided in RS. 18:1406, shall be sufficient service to give the trial court jurisdiction over the person of the 
defendant 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1981. 

§1409. Trial; decision; appeal 

A. Actions objecting to candidacy or contesting an election shall be tried summarily, without a jury, and 
in open court The trial shall begin at 10:00 a.m. on the fourth day after suit was filed. If the defendant does 
not appear on the date set for the trial, either in person or througb counsel, the conn shal1 appoint an attorney 
at law to represent him by instanter appointment made prior to the commencement of the trial. In a case where 
a court appointment of an attorney to represent the defendant is made, the proceedings shal1 be conducted 
contradictorily against the court appointed attorney. The conn shall determine the amount of the fee payable 
to curators ad hoc in accordance with criteria used by the court in fixing curator fees under Code of Civil 
Pnicedure Article 5091, et seq. The court shal1 tax the curator's fee as costs, and such fee shall be paid by the 
plaintiff unless the defendant was served personally and the appointment of a curator ad hoc was necessitated 
by his failure to appear at the trial, in which ~ the court may require the defendant to pay the curator's fee. 

B.(I) If the action involves the contest of a primary election for a major office, the trial judge, for good 
cause shown, may postpone the date of the genera1 election for the office as to Which the contest was filed for 
a period not to exceed five weeks. 
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(2) Whenever the trial of an action contesting a primary election for a major office, extends past 5:00 p.m. 
on the fourteenth day after the day of the election, the trial judge shall order the general election for the affected 
office postpOned to a Saturday specified by him which is at least thiny days after the date on which the trial 
court renders judgment. 

(3) As used in this Subsection, "major office" means offices voted on throughout the state Or a 
congressional district, the offices of justice of the supreme court or judge of a court of appeal, the offices of 
members on a state board or commission, or offices which require election from a territorial juriSdiction having 
a population exceeding two hundred fifty thousand. 

C. In all actions, the trial judge shall render judgment within twenty-four hours after the case is submitted 
to him. 

D. Within twenty-four hours after rendition of judgment, a party aggrieved by the judgment may appeal 
by obtaining an order of appeal and giving bond for a sum fixed by the court to secure the payment of costs. 
The clerk of the trial court shall give notice of the order of appeal to the clerk of the court of appeal and to all 
the parties or their counsel of record. The trial judge shall fix the return day at a time not to exceed five days 
after rendition of judgment. 

E. The clerk of the trial court shall prepare the record on appeal and transmit it to the clerk of the court 
of appeal within twenty-four hours after the order of appeal is granted. 

F. Immediately upon receipt of the record the clerk of the court of appeal shall notify the parties and the 
case shall be heard no later than forty-eight hours after the record is lodged with the court of appeal. Judgment 
shall be rendered within twenty-four hours after the case is argued. 

G. An application to the supreme court for a writ of certiorari shall be made within forty-eight hours after 
judgment is rendered by the court of appeal. 

H. The appellate court shall sit en banc in all election contests involving candidates for offices voted on 
throughout the state or throughout a congressional district, justice of the supreme court, judge of a court of 
appeal, membership on a state board or commission, district judge, district attorney, or membership in the state 
legislature. In all other cases arising under this Chapter, the court may sit in panels of three or more as directed 
by the chief judge. 

I. No application for a new trial or fOT a rehearing shall be entertained by any court, but a court, upon its 
own motion, may correct manifest error to which its attention is called. 

J. As used in this Chapter, judgment shall be deemed to have been rendered when signed by the judge. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acts 1983, 
No. 137, §I, eff. June 24, 1983. 

§l41o. Jodgments In objectioo to candidacy or e1ectioo cootest; tnmsm1ttaI of certified copy to secretary 
of state and COIIlDIissioner of elections 

A certified copy of the judgment rendered in an action objecting to candidacy or contesting an election shall 
be transmitted by the clerk of court to the secretary of state and commissioner of elections. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1985, No. 754, §I. 

11411. Depositions 

A party to an objection to candidacy or an election contest may take a deposition relative to the facts 
specified or to be specified in the petition at any time before the trial, upon giving the other party at least forty
eight hours notice of the time and place the deposition is to be taken. The deposition may be taken before any 
officer authorized to administer oaths, and the attendance of witnesses and the production of documentary 
evidence of any 1cind may be compelled by a court, 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. A~nded by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981. 

§l412. Pleadiogs alleging frand In condoct of e1ect1oo; de1lvery to attorney general and district attorney 

The clerk of court shall deliver a certified copy of any pleading contesting an election on gmunds of fraud 
to the attorney general and to the district attorney for the parish where the fraud is alleged tn have occurred. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1978. 
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§1413. Computation of time 

Computation of all time intervals in this Chapter shall include Sundays and other legal holidays. However, 
if the final day in a time interval falls on a Sunday or other legal holiday, then the next legal day shall be 
deemed to be the final day of the time interval. . 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§ 1414. Code of Civil Procedure 

Any procedural matter not specifically provided for in this Code shall be governed by the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1981. 

PART n. COURT DETERMINATION OF ELECTION CONTESTS 

§1431. Fraudulent or illegal VOles; uncounted VOles; determination of eJection result 

When the court finds that one or more of the votes cast in a contested election are illegal or fraudulent. the 
judge shall subtract such vote or votes from the total votes cast for the candidate who received them if the 
contest involves election to office, or from the total vote for or against a proposition, if ihe contest is of an 
election upon a proposition. If the coun determines that legal votes cast in the election were excluded in the 
total votes cast on a candidate or proposition, then these excluded legal votes shall be added to the total votes 
on the candidate or the proposition to which they are attributable. Thereafter, and after considering all the 
evidence, the court shall determine the result of the election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§1432. Remedies 

A. If the trial judge in an action contesting an election determines that: (I) it is impossible to determine 
the result of election, or (2) the number of qualified voters wbo were denied the right to vote by the election 
officials was sufficient to change the result in the election, if they had been allowed to vote, or (3) the number 
of unqualified voters who were allowed to vote by the election officials was sufficient to change the result of 
the election if they had not been allowed to vote, or (4) a combination of the factors referred to in (2) and (3) 
herein would have been sufficient to change the result had they not occurred, the judge may render a final 
judgment declaring the election void and ordering a new primary or general election for all the candidates, or, 
if the judge determines that the appropriate remedy is the calling of a restricted election, the judge may render 
a final judgment ordering a new election and specifying the date of the election, the appropriate candidates for 
the election, and the office or other position for which the election shall be held. 

B. If the trial judge determines that an action contesting an election or objecting to candidacy was filed 
frivolously, he may award all costs of court, plus a reasonable attorney fee, plus ~es, to the defendant. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1981. 

§l433. Revote In precincts where voting machine maIfnnctiODS If result cannot be otherwise ascertained 

Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 18:1432, if a discrepancy sufficient to change the result of the 
election between the total. votes cast at an election and the votes counted for the candidates in the election occurs 
as a result of a voting machine malfunction, and an accurate count of the votes cast on the malfunctioning 
machine cannot be determined by the offering of circumstantial evidence or any other evidence, the court shall 
order a revote in the precinct where the voting machine malfunctioned, whicb shall be limited to those persons 
listed on the poU list as having cast their ballots in person at the poUs in the election in whicb the machine 
malfunctioned. Those persons wbo cast their votes by absentee ballots in that election sball not be eligible to 
vote in the revote election. The votes cast by absentee ballot in the first election shall be retained, counted, and 
added to the voting machine totals in the revote election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. 
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§l433.1. Revote in eJections where precinct contained multiple eJection districts If result cannot be 
otherwise ascertained 

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 18: 1432. if a discrepancy sufficient to change the result of the 
election between the total votes cast at an election and the votes counted for the candidates in the election occurs 
as a result of any precinct contaiping multiple election districts in which votes were counted in the wrong 
election district, the court shall order a revote for that election in the precinct or precincts containing multiple 
election districts. 

B. The revote shall include all candidates listed on the ballot in the challenged election for the disputed 
office. The revote shall be limited to those persons listed on the poll list as having cast their ballots in person 
at the polls in the election in which the discrepancy occurred. 

C. Those persons who cast their votes by absentee ballots in that election shall not be eligible to vote in 
the revote election. The votes cast by absentee ballot in the first election shall be retained. counted. and added 
to the voting machine totals in the revote election. 

Acts 1984. No. 672. §1. 

§l434. Waiver of objections to voter qua1ifications wben voter is not cballenged at the election 

An objection to the qualifications of a voter or to an irregularity in the conduct of the election which. with 
the exercise of due diligence. could have been raised by a challenge of the voter or objections at the polls to 
the procedure is deemed waived. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §1, eff Jon. 1, 1978. 

PART m. RECOUNT OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

§1451. Recount of absentee ballots authorized 

Prior to the trial of an election contest, a party to the suit by ex parte motion may seek a recount of the 
absentee ballots if he alleges that there is an error in the counting of the absentee hallots which would have 
changed the outcome of the election. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978. 

§1452. Costs of recount 

Upon the recount of the absentee ballots. if the court determines that the original count of the absentee 
ballots was correct or that the error would not have changed the result of the election, the cost of recounting 
shall be assessed against the party who demanded the recount If the court determines that an error was made 
in the original count of the absentee ballots that changed the result of the election, the cost of recounting the 
absentee ballots shall not be assessed against any party. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978. 

§ 1453. Recount procedure 

A. When a recount is ordered. the trial judge shall appoint counters to conduct the recount. The tria\ judge 
shall determine the time and location of the recount The recount may be held in open court or in any other 
place the tria\ judge deems appropriate. 

B. The trial judge shall give notice of the time and place of the recount to all interested parties. The 
parties. or their representatives. may be present at the recount, .but the recount shall not be an adversmy 
proceeding. 

C. A trial judge who orders a recount shall have jurisdiction to order each registrar of voters to produce 
the absentee ballots. each clerk of court to produce the record of the absentee vote count, and either of them to 
produce any other documents in his possession which will affect the recount, including election returns. The 
trial judge shall give notice of the time and place of the recount to the various registrars of voters and clerks 
of court Service of a written court order on a registrar of voters or clerk of court shall not be required prior 
to the commencement of the recount 
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D. A trial judge who orders a recount may use any of the facilities of the state, or its boards, agencies, 
commissions, or departments to implement the recount procedure. 

E. The result of the recount shall be announced publicly by the trial judge and shall be delivered to the 
secretary of state, who shall promulgate the results of the election in conformity with the definitive judgment 
rendered in the action. ". 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff. Jan. 1; 1981. 

CHAPTER 10. ELECTION OFFENSES 

§1461. Election offenses; penalties 

A. No person shall knowingly, willfully, or intentionally: 

(I) Fail, refuse, or neglect to discharge any duty imposed upon him, either individually or in an official 
capacity, by any provision of this Title. 

(2) Being a commissioner, permit fraudulent votes to be cast, or knowingly count votes not entitled to be 
cast. 

(3) Have in his possession an official ballot in violation of any provision of this Title. 

(4) Offer, promise, solicit, or accept money or anything of present or prospective value to secure or 
influence a vote or registration of a person. 

(5) Forge, alter, add to, deface, take, destroy, or remove from proper custodial care any book, card, record, 
election return, nomination papers, withdrawals of candidacy, election supplies, election paraphernalia, or any 
affidavit or other document required or provided for under the provisions of this Title, unless required to be 
removed by a coun of competent jurisdiction for inspection and photostatic copying for the conn record. 

(6) lntimidate, directly or indirectly, any voter or prospective voter in matters concerning voting or 
nonvoting or registration or nonregistration. 

(7) Vote or attempt to vote more than once at an election. 

(8) Offer money or anything of present or prospective value or usc, directly or indirectly, any form of 
intimidation to influence the action or encourage inaction of any public official with regard to the duties of his 
office or to influence a commissioner or watcher in his decision to serve or not to serve as such or in the 
performance of his duties on election day. 

(9) Disobey any lawful instruction of the commissioners or a law enforcement officer assisting at the polls, 
or without lawful authority obstruct, hinder, or delay any voter on his way to or while returning home from any 
polling place where an election is being held or on his way to or while returning home from a place where he 
can legally exercise a vote concerning candidate representation of his pany. 

(10) Vote or attempt to vote, knowing that be is not qualified, or influence or attempt to influence another 
to vote, knowing such voter to be unqualified or the vote to be fraudulent. 

(11) Register, vote, or attempt to register or vote in the'name of another or in an assumed or fictitious 
name, or in any manner other than as provided in this Title. 

(12) Have in his possession the registration certificate of another with intent to violate any provision of this 
Title. 

(13) Supply a false answer or statement to an election official or in any document required by this Title, 
or execute an affidavit knOwing it to contain false or incorrect information. 

(14) Forge the name of another or usc a fictitious name on an affidavit or document required under this 
Title. 

(15) Unlawfully, directly or indirectly, possess, tamper with, break, impair, impede, or otherwise interfere 
with the maintenance, adjustment, delivery, usc, or operation of any voting machine or pan thereof or with any 
of the paraphernalia connected with or appenaining thereto. 
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(16) As a voter, commissioner, watcher, or person assisting a voter, allow a ballot to be seen, except as 
provided by law; announce the manner in which a person has cast his vote; place a distinguishing mark on a 
ballot with intent to make the ballot identifiable, or make a false statement concerning ability to mark a ballot 
without assistance. 

(17) Give or offer to give, directly or indirectly, any money or thing of present Or prospective value to any 
person who has withdrawn or who was eliminated prior or subsequent to the primary election as a candidate for 
public office, for the purpose of securing or giving his political suppon to any remaining candidates Or to 
candidates for public office in the primary or general election. 

(18) Being a physiCian, certify to the disability of a voter under R.S. 18: 1304, or certify that a person will 
be hospitalized on election day, knowing such information to be false. 

(19) Breach any mandatory proviSion of this Title. 

(20) Procure or submit voter registration applications that an: known by the person to be materially false, 
fictitious, or fraudulent 

B.(l) Whoever violates any provision of this Section, except Paragraph (4) of Subsection A, shall be fined 
not more than five hundred donars or be imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. On a second 
offense, or any succeeding offense, the penalty shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or 
imprisonmen t for not more than one year, or both. 

(2) Whoever violates the provisions in Paragraph (4) of Subsection A of this Section shall be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars or be imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. On a second offense, or 
any succeeding offense, the penalty shall be a fine of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars or 
imprisonment for not more than five years, or both. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1994, 
3Td Ex. Sess .. No. 10, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1995. 

§ 1462. Acts prohibited on election day; electioneering; exception; enforcement; penalty 

A Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, it shall be unlawful for any person, between the hours 
of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., to perform or cause to be performed any of the following acts within any po11ing 
place being used in an election on election day or within any place wherein absentee voting is being conducted, 
or within a radius of six hundred feet of the entrance to any po11ing place being used in an election on election 
day or any place wherein absentee voting is being conducted: 

(1) To solicit in any manner or by any means whatsoever any other person to vote for or against any 
candidate or proposition being voted on in such election. 

(2) To remain within any such po11ing place or place wherein absentee voting is being conducted or within 
a radius of six hundred feet of the entrance of any such po11ing place, except when exercising the right to vote, 
after having been directed, in writing, by an election commissioner or law enforcement officer to leave the 
premises or area of a pol\ing place or after having been directed, in writing, by a registrar or deputy registrar 
to leave the place wherein absentee voting is being conducted. 

(3) To hand out, place, or display campaign cards, pictures, or other campaign literature of any kind or 
description whatsoever. 

(4) To place or display political signs, pictures, or other forms of political advertising. 

B. The provisions hereof shall not apply to the placing and displaying, either by the owner, lessee, or 
lawful occupant thereof, or with the consent of such owner, lessee or occupant, of political signs or pictures on 
private propeny which is not being used as a polling place. 

C. The provisions of this Section shall not be construed as prohibiting any appointed election commissioner 
or any official watcher from remaining in and about the polling place in which he was selected to serve. 
However, no appointed election official shall wear any badge, button, pin, or other inSignia identifying him with 
any political candidate or faction, nor shall any such official in any manner attempt to influence any voter to 
vote for or against any candidate or proposition being voted on in the election being held in that pol\ing place. 

D. No person shall: 

(1) Possess any beverage of alcoholic content in a pol\ing place after having been directed by a 
commissioner or law enforcement officer assisting at the polls to remove or dispose of the bevemge. 
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(2) Appear at a polling place in an intoxicated condition. 

E. The duly constituted law enforcement officers of the political subdivision in which any such election 
is being held shall enforce the provisions of this Section when requested to do so by the commissioners. The 
election commissioners at the several polling places likewise shall enforce the provision of this Section. These 
law enforcement officers and con)lllissioners are authorized to seize. remove. and destroy any political cards. 
signs. pictures. or liteniture being used or displayed in violation of any of the provisions hereof. 

F. Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be 
imprisoned for not more than six months. or both. On a second offense or any succeeding offense. the penalty 
shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year. or both. 

Acts 1976. No. 697. §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1978. Anumiled by Acts 1980. No. 810. §1; Acts 1982. No. 778. §1. eff. 
Aug. 4. 1982. 

§l463. Politic:al material; legislative fmding of compelling state Interest; identification of source of 
materials; materials containing false allegations of aff"illatlon 

A. The Legislature of Louisiana finds that the state has a compelling interest in taking every necessary Step 
to assure that all elections are held in a fair and ethical manner and finds that an election cannot be held in a 
fair and ethical manner when any candidate or other person is allowed to print or disaibute any material which 
falsely alleges that a candidate is supported by or affiliated with another candidate. group of candidates. or other 
person. or a political faction. or to publish anonymous statements that make scurrilous. false. or irresponsible 
adverse comments about a candidate Or a proposition. The legislature further finds that the state has a 
compelling interest to protect the electoral process. and that the people have a right to know the identity of each 
candidate whose number appears on a sample ballot in order to be fully informed and to exercise their right to 
vote for a candidate of their choice. The legislature further finds that the people of this state have a right to 
know and that, among other things. it is essential to the protection of the electoral process that the people know 
who is responsible for such publications in order to more properly evaluate the statements contained in them 
and to informatively exercise their right to vote. 

B.(1) No person shall cause to he printed or assist in the distribution. transportation. or transmission by any 
means of any facsimile of an official ballot or cause to he printed. disaibuted. transported. or transmitted any 
unofficial sample ballot, writing. pamphlet, paper. photograpb. statement, or printed material. which alleges that 
any candidate or group of candidates participating in a primary or general election are supported by or affiliated 
with another candidate. group of candidates. or other person. or a political faction without printing on such 
material the name and address of the individual or the name of the association. organization. committee. or 
corporation and the full and correct name of its chairman or other chief administrative officer responsible for 
its publication and whether or not such individual. association. organization. committee. or corporation supports 
or opposes sucb candidate or candidates. 

(2) No person shall cause to he printed or assist in the disttibution. transportation. or transmission by any 
means of any facsimile of an official ballot or cause to he printed. distributed, transported, or transmitted any 
unofficial sample ballot with the number of a candidate unless the name of the candidate to whom the ballot 
number was assigned is correctly listed on the ballot 

C.(l) No person shall cause to he distributed, or transmitted, any oral. visual. or written material containing 
any statement which he knows or should he reasonably expected to know makes a false statement about a 
candidate for election in a primary or general election or about a proposition to he submitted to the voters. 

(2) nus Subsection shall not apply to: . 

(i) Statements which merely express suppon for or opposition to a candidate Or proposition. 

(ii) Statements on bumper stickers. lapel pins and stickers. lawn signs. hat bands. badges. ribbons. or to 
balloons. matchbooks. pens. pencils. and similar paraphernalia. 

(iii) Radio and television broadcasters who broadcast paid political announcements or paid advertisements 
that include the voice or picture of a candidate for public office. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subsection. bowever. and except for the provisions 
contained in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. if an individual. association. organization. committee. or 
corporation is responsible for or causes the disttibution or transmission of any statements relative to candidates 
or propositions. there shall he included thereon the name of the individual or the name of the association. 
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organization, committee, or corporation, and the full and correct name and address of its chairman or other chief 
administrative officer and whether or not such individual, association, organization, committee, or corporation 
supports or opposes such candidate or proposition. 

D. An affected candidate or voter shall be entitled to an injunction to restrain future violations of 
Subsections B and C of this Section. 

E. Whoever violates any provision of this Section may be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars or be imprisoned not to exceed six months, or both. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 543, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1978; Acts 1988, 
No. 957, §I; Acts 1991, No. 255, §I; Acts 1993, No. 254, §I. 

§1464, Excessive charge for political advertisements prohibited; penalty 

A. No daily, bi-weekly, weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly newspaper, journal, periodical, or other 
publication and no radio station, television station, or chain or network of radio or television stations operating 
in this state shall assess or charge for political announcements and advertisements any amount which is in excess 
of the rates assessed and charged for regular commercial advertising. 

B. Whoever violates this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned for 
not more than six months, or both. 

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1978. 

§1465. Prohibited use of public funds 

A. No public funds shall be used to urge any elector to vote for or against any candidate or proposition, 
or be appropriated to a candidate or political organization. This provision shall not prohibit the use of public 
funds for dissemination of factual information relative to a proposition appearing on an election ballot. 

B. Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be 
imprisoned for not more than six months. or both. On a second offense or any succeeding offense, the penalty 
shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

Acts 1976, No. 697. §I. ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. 

§l466. Person dermed 

For the purposes of this Chapter. the term "person" shall have the meaning ascribed to it by R.S. 1:\0. 

Acts 1976. No. 697, §I. ejJ. Jan. I, 1978. 

§l467. Conviction in fraudulent vote cases; prohibition from employment in elections 

Any person who has been convicted of any crime involving fraud while serving in the conduct of an election 
and in his capacity as a commissioner-in-c:harge, commissioner, watcher, or employee of a parish custodian of 
voting machines, or deputy of a clerk of conn or of the civil sheriff of the parish of Orleans, shall thereafter 
be prohibited from serving in any of the positions aforementioned in any election or in connection with any 
election. 

Added by Acts 1977. No. 590. §3, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1978. 

§l468. Contributions In return for endorsement; prohibition 

A. No person shall solicit or receive funds nor any thing of value from a candidate or political committee 
and no candidate or political committee or other person shall pay any funds or any thing of value to any person 
for the purpose of endorsing. supporting, opposing. or securing an endorsement, support of or opposition to any 
candidate. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit the payment by a candidate, political 
committee, or other person. of funds or any thing of value to a person in return for the conducting, by such 
person to whom the payment is made. of a social function which is in support of or in opposition to a candidate 
or political committee of" which otherwise seeks to influence an election. 

B. The terms used in this Section shall be defined as in Chapter II of this Title. 
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C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shaH be guilty of a misdemeanor and shaH be fined not 
in excess of fi ve hundred dolJars or imprisoned for not more than six months. or both. 

Added by Acts J980, No. 786, §2. ejJ. Jan. J, J98J. 

'So in enrolled bill 

§1469, Bribery of a candidate; crime def"med; penalty 

A. Bribery of a candidate is the giving. promising or offering to give. directly or indirectly. a campaign 
contribution to a candidate. political committee. or other person. or the accepting. soliciting. offering to accept. 
directly or indirectly. a campaign contribution. by a candidate. political committee Or other person. with the 
intention that the candidate wiJI provide or influence another to provide the contributor or another person a 
poSition of public employment, an appointive governmental position. a public contract. or anything of apparent 
present or prospective value. 

B. The definitions of terms in Chapter II of the Louisiana Election Code shall be applicable to this Section. 

C. Whoever commits the crime of bribery of a candidate shall be fined not more than one thousand doHars. 
or imprisoned. with or without hard labor. for not more than five years. or both. 

Added by Acts J980, No. 786, §2, ejJ. Jan. J, J98J. 

§1470, Political advertising; prohibition 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary. political campaign signs shall not be erected, 
displayed, or posted on any publicly owned property or right of way. or to or on any public utility pole or 
stanchion. 

Acts J984, No. 225. §2. 

§ 1471. Temporary restraining order; notice; bearing 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a temporary restraining order shall not issue 
with respect to an allegation of any practice or procedure contrary to the election laws of the state unless notice 
is given to the adverse party and an opportunity had for a hearing prior to the local, state, or national election 
affected. 

B. After service of the notice, the temporary restraining order shall be assigned for hearing not less than 
ten days prior to the election. 

C. An appeal may be taken as a matter of right from a temporary restraining order relating to an alleged 
violation of the Louisiana Election Code. However, such an order shall be suspended during the pendency of 
an appeal unless the court in its discretion orders otherwise. 

Acts J990, No. J07, §J, ejJ. Jon. J, 199J. 

CHAPTER 11. ELECTION CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1481. Short titie 

This Chapter may be cited as the Campaign Ftnance Disclosure Act. 

Acts 1980, No, 786, §J, ejJ. Jon. 1, 198J, 

11481. Statement or pnrpose 

The legislature recognizes that the effectiveness of representative government is dependent upon a 
knowledgeable electorate and the confidence of the electorate in their elected public officials. The legislature, 
therefore, enacts this Chapter to provide public disclosure of the financing of election campaigns and to regulate 
certain campaign practices. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §J. 
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·§1483. Dermitions 

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings herein given to each unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 

(I) "Affiliated organization" means any organization which is not a political committee but which directly 
or indirectly establishes, administers, or financially supports a political committee. 

(2) "Aggregating period" means: 

(a) For a political committee, except a political committee which supports only one candidate, the period 
from January first of the calendar year through December thirty-first of the same calendar year. 

(b) For a candidate, the period from the date on which he became a candidate as defined herein through 
the closing date for the current repon. 

(c) For a committee which supports only one candidate, the period from the time when the committee first 
panicipates in the election through the closing date for the current repon. 

(3)(a) "Candidate" means a person who seeks nomination or election to public office, except the office 
of president or vice president of the United States, presidential elector, delegate to a political party convention, 
United States senator, United States congressman, or political party office. An individual shall be deemed to 
seek nomination or election to such office if he bas: 

(i) Since prior panicipation in an election, if any, received and accepted a contribution or made an 
expenditure, or bas given his consent for any other person or committee to receive a contribution or make an 
expenditure with a view to influencing his nomination or election to office whether or not the specific public 
office for which he will be a candidate is known at the time the contribution is received or the expenditure is 
made, or 

(ii) Taken the action necessary under the laws of the state of Louisiana to qualify himself for nomination 
or election to public office. 

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of R.S. 42: 1101 et seq. and specifically notwithstanding any provision 
of R.S. 42:1115, for purposes of R.S. 42:1123(5) a "candidate" shall mean a "candidate" as defined in this 
Paragraph and shall also mean any public servant required to file reports under the provisions of this Chapter. 

(4) "Chairman" means the principal executive officer of a political committee regardless of his title. 

(5) "Closing date" means the date through which the repon is complete: 

(6)(a) "Contribution", except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, means a gift, conveyance, payment, 
or deposit, of money or anything of value, or the forgiveness of a loan or of a debt, made for the purpose of 
supporting, opposing, or otherwise influencing the nomination or election of a person to public office, or for the 
purpose of supporting or opposing a proposition or question submitted to the voters, whether made before or 
after the election. 

(b) "Contribution" shall also include, without limitation: 

(i) Contributions in-kind made for any of the purposes stated in this Paragraph, having an attributable 
monetary value in excess of twenty-five dollars. Contributions in-kind shall include without limitation: the 
donation by any person, other than a candidate or a political committee, of the services of paid employees, the 
value of which services exceeds twenty-five dollars, such value to be the amount paid for such services; the 
donation of, or the donation of the right to use, any item of tangible propeny when the same is used or 
consumed and not exchanged or converted to cash or the equivalent of cash and when the accepting candidate, 
the chairman of the accepting political committee, or accepting person required to file reports under this Chapter 
and the campaign treasurer of such recipient, if any, determines that its value or the use value, when only the 
right of use is given, exceeds twenty-five dollars and such determination shall be prima facie evidence of the 
correctness of the valuation of the item or of the use value when applicable. In addition, successive donations 
made by the same person, which donations individually are valued below twenty-five dollars but which together 
exceed such amount, shall be deemed to be in-kind contributions and shall be aggregated for purposes of the 
requirements of this Chapter. Contributions shall also include expenditures made by any person in cooperation, 
consultation, or concert, with. or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, his authorized political committees, 
or their agents and shall be considered to be a contribution to such candidate. 

160 - Louisiana Election Code House of Representatives Database 



(ii) A promissory note or written contraCt to make a contribution as defined above. 

(iii) A payment to purchase campaign paraphernalia, such as campaign pins, buttons, badges, flags, 
emblems, hats, shirts, banners, literature, and similar items, other than expenditures made by a candidate or 
political committee to purchase its own paraphernalia. 

(iv) A payment for tickets ib a testimonial or similar fund-raising event. 

(c) "Contribution" shall not include: 

(i) Personal services provided voluntarily by any person without compensation or by any person who is 
employed for purposes other than solely campaign purposes by the reponing candidate, by a partnership of 
which he is a member, or by a corporation of which he owns a majority of the stock. 

(ii) Any dues or membership fees of any membership organization or corporation made by its members 
or stockholders, if such membership organization or corporation is not organized primarily for the purpose of 
supponing, opposing or otherwise influencing the nomination for election, or election, of any person to public 
office. However, any funds of such an organization or corporation used for the purpose of contributions to 
candidates or committees or to publicly advocate support or defeat of a candidate Or for expenditures as defined 
in this Chapter shall be reportable and all contributions made by such membership organization or corporation 
which are otherwise reportable under the provisions of this Chapter shall be reported. 

(iii) A transfer of funds between political committees. 

(iv) A loan. 

(d) A contribution of anything of value other than money or an in-kind contribution shall be considered 
for all purposes of this Chapter as a contribution of money in the amount of the fair market value thereof. 

(7) "District office" means the following offices but shall not include any major office: 

(a) The office of a member of the Louisiana Legislature. 

(b) All public offices elected parishwide. 

(c) All public offices elected in more than one parish. 

(d) All public offices elected in any election district containing a population in excess of thirty-five 
thousand as determined by the most recently published decennial federal census. All public offices elected in 
any city "Dr parish election in a parish containing a municipality with a popu1ation of four hundred fifty thousand 
or more as determined by the most recently published .decennial federal census. 

(8) "Election" means any primary, general, or special election held, pursuant to the laws of this state or 
a parish or municipal charter or ordinance or a court order, to choose a public officer or nominee. For purposes 
of this Chapter, a primary election and a general election for a panicu1ar office shall constitute one election. 
For purposes of the reponing requirements for the support or opposition of a proposition or question submitted 
to the voters, "election" shall also mean any primary, general, or special election, except local option elections 
held pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3 of Title 26 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, at which a 
proposition or question is submitted to the voters in accordance with Chapters 6-A, 6-B, and 6-C of this Code. 

(9)(a) "Expenditure" means a purchase, payment, advance, deposit, or gift, of money or anything of value, 
made for the purpose of supponing, opposing, or otherwise influencing the nomination or election of a person 
to public office, or for the purpose of supponing or opposing a proposition or question submitted to the voters, 
whether made before or after the election. 

(b) "Expenditure" shall also include: 

(i) A promissory note or written contraCt to make an expenditure as defined above. 

(ti) Expenditures in-kind which have an attributable monetary value in excess of twenty-five dollars, made 
for any of the purposes stated in this Paragraph. Expenditures in-kind shall include without limitation: the 
donation by any person, candidate, or political committee of the services of paid employees, the value of which 
services exceeds twenty-five dollars, such value to be the amount paid for such services; the donation of, or the 
donation of the right to use, any item of tan~ble property when the same is used or consumed and not 
exchanged or converted to cash or the equivalent of cash aDd when the donating candidate, the chairman of the 
donating committee, or the donating person required to file reports under this Chapter, and the campaign 
treasurer of such donor, if any, determines that its value or the use value, when only the right to use is given, 
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exceeds twenty-five dollars and such detennination shall be prima facie evidence of the correctness of the 
valuation of the item or the use value when applicable. In addition, successive donations made to the same 
person, which donations individually are valued below twenty-five dollars but which together exceed such 
amount, shall be deemed to be in-kind expenditures and shall be aggregated for purposes of the requirements 
of this Chapter. 

(c) Expenditures made by a public relations firm, an advertising agency, or agent for a candidate, political 
committee, or other person required to file reports under this Chapter shall be considered expenditures of the 
candidate, political committee, or such other person, and must be specifically reponed as required by this 
Chapter. Each such firm, agency, or agent, which makes any expenditure for any candidate, political committee, 
or other person required to file reports under this Chapter, shall timely furnish to such candidate, political 
committee, or person such information relative thereto as may be required for compliance with this Chapter. 

(d) "Expenditure" shall not include: 

(i) Personal services provided voluntarily by any person without compensation or by any person who is 
employed for purposes other than solely campaign purposes by the reporting candidate, by a partnership of 
which he is a member, or by a corporation of which he owns a majority of the stock. 

(ii) Any communication by any membership organization Or business entity to its employees, members, 
or stockholders, if such membership organization or business entity is not organized primarily for the purpose 
of supporting, opposing, or otherwise influencing the nomination for election, or election, of any person to public 
office or for the purpose of supporting or opposing a proposition or question to be submitted to the voters. All 
other expenditures made by such membership organization or business entity which are otherwise reponable 
under the provisions of this Chapter shall be reponed. For purposes of this definition, business entity means 
any proprietorship, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity, including their subsidiaries. 

(iii) A trimsfer of funds between political committees. 

(iv) A loan. 

( e) An expenditure of anything of value other than money or an in-kind expenditure shall be considered 
for all purposes of this Chapter as an expenditure of money in the amount of the fair market value thereof. 

(10) "Loan" means a transfer of money, propeny, or anything of value in exchange for an obligation to 
repay in whole or in part, made for the purpose of supporting, opposing, or otherwise influencing the nomination 
for election, or election, of any person to public office, or for the purpose of supporting or opposing a 
proposition or question submitted to the voters, whether made before or after the election. 

(11) "Major office" means the following offices: governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney 
general, state treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, commissioner of insurance, commissioner of elections, the 
superintendent of education, public service comniissioner, and justice of the supreme court, as long as these 
offices are elective offices, and any candidate for office with an election district containing a population in 
excess of two hundred fifty thousand persons as determined by the most recently published decennial federal 
census. 

(12) "Participation" or "participating" in an election means the following: 

(8) With regard to 8 candidate, that the candidate was opposed by another candidate in the election; 
however, any person who is 8 candidate as defined in this Chapter shall be deemed to participate in the primary 
election whether or not the candidate has failed to qualify for office after becoming 8 candidate, has withdrawn 
from the election, or is unopposed therefor. Additionally, any candidate who withdraws from 8 general election 
subsequent to the primary election and prior to the general election who would have been qualified to appear 
on the general election ballot shall be deemed to participate in the general election. as shall the person who 
would have been opposed by the one withdrawing. 

(b) With regard to a political committee, that the committee: 

(i) With regard to the primary election, gave or received 8 contribution prior to the primary election from, 
to, or for a candidate participating in that primary election, made an expenditure in suppon of or in opposition 
to 8 candidate participating in that primary election, made 8 loan to or received 8 loan from 8 candidate or 
committee participating in that primary election, or made 8 transfer of funds to or from another committee 
participating in that primary election. 
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(ii) With regard to the general election. that the committee gave or received a connibution subsequent to 
the primary election from. to. or for a candidate participating in the general election. made an expenditure in 
suppon of or in opposition to a candidate participating in the general election. made a loan to or received a loan 
from a candidate or committee participating in that general election. or made a transfer of funds to or from 
another committee participating in..the general election. 

(c) A candidate or committee which participates in a primary election or the general election shall be 
deemed to participate in the election. 

(d) With regard to a person who solicits or receives any connibution or makes any expenditure in suppon 
of or in opposition to a proposition or question submitted to the voters. that said person solicited or received a 
connibution or made an expenditure of two hundred fifty dollars or more. 

(13) "Person" means any individual. pannership. association. labor union. political committee. corporation. 
or other legal entity. including their subsidiaries. 

(14) "Political committee" or "committee" means two or more persons. other than a husband and wife. and 
any corporation organized for the primary purpose of supporting or opposing any candidate. proposition. or 
political pany. which accepts connibutions in the name of the committee. or makes expenditures from committee 
funds or in the name of the committee. or makes a transfer of funds to Or receives a transfer of funds from 
another committee. or receives or makes loans in an aggregate amount in excess of five hundred dollars within 
any calendar year. Any state central committee. parish executive committee. and any other committee of any 
political pany which receives connibutions or makes expenditures in such amount during such period shall be 
considered a "political committee" for the purposes of this Chapter. An entity that (a) during the reporting 
period has supponed candidates in states other than Louisiana, (b) has received less than fifty percent of its total 
receipts for the applicable reporting period from Louisiana candidates or committees formed to suppon Louisiana 
candidates. and (c) has expended less than fifty percent, but not more than twenty thousand dollars. of its total 
disbursements for the applicable reporting period in suppon of or in opposition to Louisiana candidates shall 
not constitute a "political committee" for purposes of requirements of R.S. IS:1491.1 through R.S. IS:1491.S 
which would require such an entity to keep records and submit repons. 

(15) "Principal campaign committee" means a political committee designated by a candidate pursuant to 
R.S. IS:1491.3(A) or a political committee which has designated subsidiary committee(s). 

(16) "Public office" means any state. parish. municipal. ward, disnict, or other office or position that is 
filled by ~Iection of the voters, except those specifically excepted in Paragraph (3) of this Section. 

(17) "Reporting period" shall mean those periods established by R.S. IS:1491.6(G) and R.S. IS:1495.4(G). 

(IS) "Subsidiary committee" means a political committee other than a principal campaign committee. 
designated by a candidate or by a principal campaign committee pursuant to R.S. IS:1491.3(B) or R.S. 
IS:1491.3(C) to receive connibutions or make expenditures on behalf of the candidate or the committee. 

(19) "Supervisory committee" means the Board of Ethics for Elected Officials establisbed in R.S. 42: 1132 
when functioning as the Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure. as provided in R.S. IS: 1511.1. 
to enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

(20) "Transfer of funds" means any money. regardless of amount, received by a committee from another 
committee or money given by a committee to another committee. 

(21) Repealed by Acu 1988. No. 994. §3. eJf. Jan. 1. 1989. 

Acu 1980. No. 786. §1. eJf. Jan. 1. 1981. Amended byAcu 1981. No. 59. §1. eft. June 17.1981; Acts 1982. 
No. 266. §1. eJf. July 18, 1982; Acu 1984. No. 492. §1; Acu 1986. No. 669. §1; Acu 1987. No. 722. §1. eJf. 
July 16. 1987; Acu 1987. No. 831. §1. eJf. Jan. 1. 1988; Acu 1988. No. 994. §§1. 3. eJf. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 
1989. No. 179. §1. eJf. Jan. 1. 1990; Acu 1990. No. lBO. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1991; Acu 1991. No. 252. §1. eff. July 
2.1991. 

§l484. Disclosure reports; persons required to me 

Except as otherwise specifically provided. the following persons or their campaign treasurers. if any. shall 
file repons of connibutions and expenditures as more specifically provided in this Chapter: 

(1) Each candidate for major office or disnict office. 

(2) Eacb candidate for any other public office wbo makes expenditures in excess of five thousand dollars 
or wbo receives a connibution in excess of two bundred dollars in the aggregate during the aggregating period. 
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(3) Each political committee. 

(4) Any person other than a candidate or political committee required to file reports under the provisions 
of Part IV of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1989. 

§148S. Fding; receipt by supervisory committee 

A. For purposes of this Chapter. a report. statement. or any other paper or document required to he filed 
with the supervisory committee shall he deemed to he filed when it is received in the office of the supervisory 
committee in Baton Rouge, or at the time it is postmarked by the United States Postal Service or is receipted 
on a return receipt requested form, if it is subsequently received in the office of the supervisory committee in 
Baton Rouge. 

B. If the date on which a report is required to he filed occurs on a weekend or holiday, the report shall be 
filed no later than the first working day after the date it would otherwise be due. 

C. Repealed by Acts 1984. No. 466, §2. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1. ejJ. Jan. 1. 1981. Acts 1984, No. 466, §1. §2. 

§1486. Proposition elections; required reports 

A. Any person. including a political committee. who solicits or receives any contribution or makes' any 
expenditure in support of or opposition to a proposition or question submitted to the voters shall he required to 
file reports of such contributions and expenditures. Except as otherwise specifically provided herein. the 
reporting and filing requirements, prohibited practices, and recordkeeping provisions of this Section shall he the 
same as those required for political committees. 

B. This 'reporting requirement shall he applicable only if the aggregate amount of contributions or 
expenditures equals or exceeds two hundred dollars at any time during the aggregating period. "Aggregating 
period" for purposes of this Section shall mean the period from the date on which the first contribution is 
received or the first expenditure is made by the person or political committee, whichever is earlier, through the 
closing date for the last report filed in accordance with this Chapter. 

C. The reports shall be filed on the thirtieth day prior to the election, which shall be complete through the 
fortieth day prior to the primary election, on the tenth day prior to the election, which shall be complete through 
the twentieth day prior to the election, and on the fortieth day after the election, which shall be complete through 
the thirtieth day after the election, and a report complete from midnight of the twentieth day prior to the election 
and extending through midnight of election day shall be filed, which report shall he due within forty~ight hours 
after the time any contribution or expenditure in excess of two hundred dollars is made; if such time falls other 
than during regular working hours, this report shall be filed with the supervisory committee on the next working 
day after the report is otherwise due. If the report filed on the fortieth day after the election shows a deficit. 
the person or political committee reporting shall be required to file supplemental reportS as required by R.S. 
18:1491.6(D). 

Acts 1987, No. 722, §1, ejJ. July 16, 1987; Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990, No. 180, 
§1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1991. 

§1487. Reports, name and address 

Whenever the full name and address of a person is required to be in a report in this Chapter, the party 
responsible for filing the report shaJllist the full name and address of the person or the best information he can 
obtain regarding that person if the full name and/or address is not available. 

Added by Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989. 

PART n. POLITICAL COMMITfEES 

§l491.1. Registration of political committees 

A. Each political committee, including a subsidiary committee, which knows or anticipates that it will 
receive contributions or loans, make expenditures or loans, or make a transfer of funds to or receive a transfer 
of funds from another committee during a calendar year in the aggregate amount exceeding five bundred dollars 
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shall file a statement of organization with the supervisory committee annually after January I and no later than 
January 31 of each calendar year. Any such comminee organized after January 31 shall file the required 
statement of organization no later than the tenth day after its organization. Any committee which, after January 
31, knows or anticipates that it will receive contributions, loans, or transfers of funds or make expenditures, 
loans, or transfers of funds in the aggregate in excess of five hundred dollars during the calendar year shall file 
the required statement of organizailon within ten days after the date on which it has infonnation which causes 
it to know or anticipate that it will receive such contributions, loans, or transfers of funds or make such 
expenditures, loans, or transfers of funds. If a political committee which knows or anticipates that it will receive 
contributions, loans, or transfers of funds or make expenditures, loans, or transfers of funds in the aggregate in 
excess of five hundred dollars during a calendar year, is organized within ten days prior to any election, it shall 
file the statement of organization required by this Section no later than the third day after such organizing. Any 
committee required to file supplemental reports under the provisions of RS. 18:1491.6 shall file the annual 
statement of organization. The supervisory committee shall issue a certificate of registration to each comminee 
which submits the statement required by this Subsection. 

B. The statement of organization shall include: 

(I) The name of the committee, and the address of the committee. or of its chairman if the committee has 
no address. 

(2) The names, addresses, and relationships of affiliated organizations. 

(3) The name and address of the campaign treasurer of the committee, if any, and of any deputy campaign 
treasurers of the committee. 

(4) The name and address of the committee chairman and the name, address, and position of other principal 
officers and directors of the committee, if any. 

(5) A statement, if applicable, that the committee is a principal campaign committee and the candidate by 
whom it is designated as a principal campaign committee, if any, or a statement if applicable, that the committee 
is a subsidiary committee and the committee or candidate by whom it is designated as a subsidiary committee. 

(6) A listing of all banks, safety deposit boxes, or other depositories used for committee funds. 

(7) The estimated number of members of the committee. 

(8) Certification of membership as required by RS. 18:1505.2(H)(2)(b), if applicable. 

C. Any change in information previously submitted in the annual statement of organization shall be reported 
to the supervisory committee within ten days following the change. 

D. No committee shall receive contributions or loans, make expenditures or loans or make a transfer of 
funds to or receive a transfer of funds from another committee in the aggregate in excess of five hundred dollars 
in any calendar year until it has filed the annual statement of organization required by this Section. Any 
committee which violates the provisions of this Subsection shall be subject to the penalties provided in RS. 
18:1505.5 and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

E. The supervisory committee is hereby authorized to impose a fee not to exceed the amount of one 
hundred dollars for each statement required to be filed under this Section to be remitted to the supervisory 
committee together with the statement on or before the time the statement is required to be filed. Any statement 
submitted without the proper fee shall be deemed as not being properly submitted to the supervisory committee. 
All fees collected hereunder shall be used solely by the supervisory committee for the enforcement of the 
provisions of this Chapter, as appropriated by the legislature. 

Act< 1980, No. 786, §1, eft. Jan. I, 1981. Act< 1988, No. 994, §2, eft. JIlIy 27, 1988. 

§1491.2. Statement of dissolution 

A. Each political committee, including any subsidiary committee, which after having filed an annual 
statement of organization wishes to dissolve or disband and (1) determines that it no longer meets the criteria 
in R.S. 18:1491.1(A), or (2) determines that it will no longer receive any contributions, loans, or transfer of 
funds and will no longer make any expenditures, loans, or transfers of funds, shaIJ file a statement of dissolution 
with the supervisory committee prior to dissolving. No committee which has unpaid debts or obligations or 
which has any funds on hand shall file a statement of dissolution, until any debts or obligations have been paid 
or otherwise extinguished and any funds have been expended or otherwise distributed. A statement of 
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dissolution shaII include (1) a certified statement by the committee chainnan and campaign treasurer, if any, that 
the committee has not received contributions, transfers of funds, or loans, or made expenditures, transfers of 
funds, or loans in the aggregate during the calendar year in excess of five hundred doIlars and does not 
anticipate doing so, or (2) a certified statement by the committee chainnan and campaign treasurer, if any, that 
the committee wiIl receive no contributions, transfers of funds, or loans and will make no expenditures, transfers 
of funds, or loans, during the remainder of the calendar year. The committee shall file a report of contributions 
and expenditures containing the infonnation required in R.S. 18:1491.7 with the statement of dissolution. 

B. No political committee shall dissolve or file a statement of dissolution as provided in Subsection A 
above and reorganize under a modified narne, charter, or organizational structure merely as a SUbterfuge to avoid 
the reporting and other requirements of this Part. Any committee which dissolves Or files a statement of 
dissolution as provided in Subsection A above and is thereafter recreated with substantially the same membership 
and purposes with the intent to avoid the requirements of this Part, for purposes of this Part, shall be deemed 
not to have been dissolved and shall be subject to the provisions of this Part as if no dissolution had taken place 
and no statement of dissolution filed. In addition, any committee which violates the provisions of this 
Subsection shall be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 18:1505.4, R.S. 18:1505.5, and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. 

§1491.3, Principal campaign committees; subsidiary committees; consolidation of reports 

A. Each candidate may designate one political committee as his principal campaign committee. Such 
designation shall be in writing and a copy thereof shall be filed with the supervisory committee no later than 
ten days after such designation is made. Any committee which designates subsidiary committees shall be a 
principal campaign committee and shall file a self-designation as a principal campaign committee with the 
supervisory committee at the time it first files a designation of a subsidiary committee. A principal campaign 
committee of a candidate shall report, in lieu of the candidate, all infonnation required to be reported by the 
candidate pursuant to R.S. 18:1495.4 and R.S. 18:1495.5. 

B. A candidate or a committee which supports or has supported only one candidate may designate 
additional political committees as subsidiary committees of such candidate or committee. 

C. Any committee, except a principal campaign committee, which is organized to support a single candidate 
shall be a subsidiary committee of the candidate or of the candidate's principal campaign committee unless the 
candidate files a statement in writing with the supervisory committee that the committee is not his subsidiary 
committee or a subsidiary of his principal campaign committee and unless he files such a statement the candidate 
or his principal campaign committee shall designate any such committee as a subsidiary committee within ten 
days after such committee is organized. No candidate shall file a statement that a committee is not his 
subsidiary committee or a subsidiary committee of his principal campaign committee if the candidate, his 
principal campaign committee, or a subsidiary committee of the candidate or of his principal campaign 
committee makes an expenditure, a loan, or a transfer of funds to or receives a contribution, a loan, or a transfer 
of funds, from the committee. 

D. No committee organized primarily for the purpose of supporting a single candidate shall nominally 
suppon an additional candidate or candidates for the purpose of avoiding designation as a subsidiary committee 
and the requirements of this Part relating to the records and repons of subsidiary committees. Any committee 
which violates the provisions of this Subsection shall be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 18: 1505.4, R.S. 
18:1505.5, and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

E. A designation of a subsidiary committee shall be in writing and a copy thereof shall be filed with the 
supervisory committee no later than ten days after the designation is made. Any candidate who has designated 
a principal campaign committee shall also file a copy of the designation of each subsidiary committee with his 
principal campaign committee no \ater than ten days after the designation is made. 

F. A political committee may not be designated as the principal campaign committee of more than one 
candidate. No political committee which supports or has supported more than one candidate may be designated 
as a principal campaign committee and no such ,,!,mmittee shall be a subsidiary committee. 

G.(I) Each subsidiary committee shall maintain alI records required by this Part. Each subsidiary 
committee designated by a candidate shall furnisb such records OD a timely basis to the principal campaign 
committee of the candidate, if any, or if nODC, to the candidate by wbom it was designated as a subsidiary 
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committee. Each subsidiary committee designated by a principal campaign committee shall furnish such records 
on a timely basis to such principal campaign committee. 

(2) Each principal campaign committee of a candidate shall receive records furnished to it by subsidiary 
committees of the candidate for which it is the principal campaign committee and shall consolidate them with 
its own records and records of the candidate and shall file with the supervisory committee a consolidated report 
for each report required by this Chapter for committees or candidates. Each principal campaign committee, other 
than a principal campaign committee of a candidate, shall receive all records furnished to it by its subsidiary 
committees and shall consolidate them with its own records and shall file with the supervisory committee a 
consolidated report for each report required by this Part for commi nees. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eft. Jon. I, 1981. 

§1491.4. Campaign treasurers; campaign depositories; expenditures by check; petty casb fund 

A. The chairman of each political committee shall be the campaign treasurer of the political committee, 
unless the political committee appoints a campaign treasurer. Political committees also may appoint one or more 
deputy campaign treasurers. The names and addresses of any campaign treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer 
so appointed shall be filed with the supervisory committee in the statement of organization required by RS. 
18: 1491.1, or if appointed after the statement of organization is filed, the names and addresses of any campaign 
treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer shall be reported to the supervisory committee within ten days following 
appoinunent. 

B.(I) Any person may solicit contributions for or on behalf of the political committee, or sell political 
paraphernalia. including such items as buttons, flags and literature, or ticlcets to a testimonial or other fund
raising event, provided that all contribution(s) or proeeeds are transmitted direcdy to the chairman of the political 
committee or .its designated treasurer or a designated deputy treasurer of the committee together with such 
information as may be required by this Chapter. No chairman of a political committee or designated treasurer 
or deputy treasurer shall accept such funds without such information and they shall be responsible under the 
proviSions of this Chapter for any errors and omissions in records or reports of such funds. Any contributions 
or transfer of funds received by a political committee which has appointed a campaign treasurer shall be 
transferred to the campaign treasurer. 

(2) When any person who is not the campaign treasurer or a deputy treasurer of a political committee 
makes any expenditure for the committee, he shall transmit direcdy to the campaign treasurer or a deputy 
treasurer all information concerning the expenditure required by this Chapter. The campaign treasurer of the 
committee shall be responsible under the provisions of this Chapter for any errors or omissions in the records 
or reports of such expendlrures. 

(3) For purposes of all reports required by this Chapter, all contributions received by or transferred to a 
campaign treasurer or a deputy treasurer of a political committee, and all expendlrures made by a campaign 
treasurer or a deputy treasurer of a political committee or by any other person on behalf of the committee, shall 
be considered contributions or expendirures of the political committee. 

C. Deputy campaign treasurers of a committee may exercise any of the powers and duties of a campaign 
treasurer as set forth in this Chapter when specifically authorized to do so by the campaign treasurer and the 
chairman of the political committee. 

D. The chairman of eacb political committee shall designate one or more national or state banks or state 
or federally chartered savings and loan associations or savings banks as the campaign depositories of the 
committee. The committee chairman, the committee campaign treasurer, and any deputy treasurers shall deposit 
any contributions received by them into an account or accounts maintained at such depository or depositories. 
No expenditure shall be made by any committee chairman, committee campaign treasurer, deputy treasurer, or 
any other person on behalf of the committee. except by cbeck drawn on such account or accounts, except as 
specifically provided in Subsection E below. Eacb check drawn on any such account shall be made payable to 
a specific person, except a check made payable to petty cash. Eacb check drawn on sucb an account shall 
indicate the objects or services for which such check is drawn and sucb check shall be maintained as part of the 
records required by RS. 18:1491.5. The name and address ofsucb campaign depository so designated shall be 
flied with the supervisory committee in the statement of organization required by RS. 18:1491.1. If any 
additional depositories are designated they shall be reported within ten days following such designation as 
required by RS. 18:1491.1. 
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E. A political committee may maintain a petty cash fund or funds. A petty cash fund shall be maintained 
on an imprest system, that is, expenditures may be made in cash from the fund and the fund shall from time 
to time be restored to its original amount by a transfer of funds from other comminee funds of a sum equal to 
the aggregate of the sums expended from the fund. No expenditure in excess of one hundred dolJars shall be 
made from the peny cash fund and no expenditure shall be made from the petty cash fund for any personal 
services, except for gratuities paid for the serving of food or drink. No expenditure shall be made from the petty 
cash fund in violation of R.S. 18:1531. A complete record of petty cash expenditures shall be maintained in 
accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:1491.5(0). 

Acrs 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1981; Acrs 1985, No. 550, §1, eff. July 12, 1985; Acrs 1993, No. 199, 
§I, eff. June I, 1993. 

§1491.5, Maintenance of records; valuation of In-kind contributions and expenditures 

A. The chainnan of each political comminee and the campaign treasurer, if the chairman does not act as 
campaign treasurer, shall be responsible for providing and maintaining such records of campaign finances as are 
necessary to comply with the provisions of this Part, including but not limited to the records specifically required 
by this Section. 

B.(I) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the campaign treasurer of each political comminee shall 
keep such records of campaign contributions received and accepted by him or a deputy treasurer as shall be 
necessary to comply with the provisions of this Part, including the names and addresses of all contributors, and 
the date of each contribution, the amount or value of the contribution of whatever value, and a description and 
valuation of all in-kind contributions. 

(2) Payments made to purchase campaign paraphernalia, such as campaign pins, bunons, badges, flags, 
emblems, hats, shirts, banners, literature, and similar items, other than expenditures made by a political 
comminee for its own paraphernalia, and payments for tickets to testimonials and similar fundraising events are 
contributions. and records thereof shall be maintained, pmvided that: 

(a) In the case of any single transaction involving the sale of items such as campaign pins, buttons, badges, 
flags, emblems, hats, banners, literature, and similar material which is for an amount not in excess of twenty-five 
dolJars and the proceeds of which are received and deposited by a political comminee, no record need be kept 
by the campaign treasurer for such recipient comminee, except the total amount received and deposited from 
such sale and the fact that such amount was received from such sale. 

(b) No person shall sell or buy campaign paraphernalia in successive single transactions for amounts below 
those for which specific records are required by this Paragraph as a SUbterfuge to avoid requirements of this Part 
that names and addresses of contributors and dates and amounts of contributions be recorded, aggregated, and 
reported. Such lransactions shall be considered single transactions and shall be recorded and reported as 
provided in this Part, Any person who violates the pmvisions of this Section shall be subject to the penalties 
pmvided in R.S. 18:1505.4, R.S. 18:1505.5, and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

(3) The campaign treasurer of each political comminee shall also keep such records of campaign 
expenditures made or contraeted as shall be necessary to comply with the pmvisions of this Part, including the 
name and address of the person or firm from whom goods or services were purchased or contracted, the date, 
the amount or value and the PUIpOse of the expenditure, a description of the goods or services purchased or 
contraeted, and a description and valuation of all in-kind expenditures. 

(4) All transactions involving the sale of tickets to a testimonial or similar fundrnising event sball be 
evidenced by a record of the names and addresses of the purchasers, the amount of tickets purchased, and the 
value of the tickets purchased. 

C. The valuation of in-kind contributions or expenditures shall be the estimated fair mallcet value thereof 
at the time received and expended, 

D. A record shall be kept of all expenditures made from the petty cash fund for which pmvision is made 
in R.S. 18: 1491.4, including the name and address of the person or firm from whom goods or services were 
purchased or contracted, the amount and the purpose of the expenditure, and a description of the goods or 
services purchased or contraeted. In addition, a receipt shall be kept for each such expenditure in any case in 
which a receipt would normally be pmvided in the usual course of business. 
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E. A record shall be kept of each loan made by the committee to or from any person or political committee. 
together with the full name and address of the lender. of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan. and of any 
person who makes any type of security agreement binding himself or his property. directly or indirectly. for the 
repayment of all or any pan of the loan. In addition. a record shall be kept of the repayment of each such loan 
and of the source of funds expended for repayment. 

F. Repealed by Acts 1993. No. 199. §2. eff. June 1. 1993. 

G. A record shall also be kept of: 

(I) Cash investments and income received therefrom. 

(2) All transfers of funds to or from another committee. the name and address of the committee to or from 
which the transfer is made and the date and amount thereof. 

(3) All debts and obligations. 

(4) The amount and date of each anonymous contribution and the date each is transmitted to the state as 
required by this Chapter. 

(5) All other receipts. the name and address of the source. and the date and amount thereof. 

(6) All other disbursements. the name and address of the person to whom made and the date and amount 
thereof. 

H. Expenditures made by a public relations firm. an advertising agency. or agent for a political committee 
shall be considered expenditures of the political committee and must be specifically reported as required by this 
Pan. Each such firm. agency. or agent shall timely furnish to such political committee such information relative 
thereto as may be required for compliance with this Pan. Failure by any such firm. agency or agent to timely 
furnish a political committee such information required for compliance with this Pan shall be grounds for a civil 
action for damages. 

I. A campaign treasurer shall preserve records required by this Pan for six years; except a campaign 
treasurer for a committee which supports only one candidate shall preserve such records for two years after the 
final repon which he is required by this Pan to file for the election has been filed. including any supplemental 
repons required. • 

J. The accounts and records kept by a campaign treasurer under the provisions of this Pan shall be 
available for inspection or use by the supervisory committee in connection with any investigation pursuant to 
this Chapter. or by any grand jury or coun in connection with any proceeding instituted under the provisions 
of this Chapter; however. such accounts and records shall be kept strictly confidential by the supervisory 
committee and any coun, except to the extent any contents thereof may become a public record in any judicial 
proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 199, 
§2, eff. June 1, 1993. 

§1491.6. Reports required; reporting times and periods 

A. The chairman of a political committee and the campaign treasurer of the committee. if any. shall be 
responsible for filing a repon of all information required in this Section and R.S. 18: 1491.7 with the supervisory 
committee at the times required in this Section. The political committee chairman and campaign treasurer of 
the committee. if any. shall certify. in each repon. that the information contained in the repon is uue and correct 
to the best of their knowledge. information and belief. that no expenditures have been made and no contributions 
have been received that are not reponed therein. and that DO information required by this Pan has been 
deliberately omitted. 

B. A repon shall be filed for a political committee for each regularly scheduled election in which the 
committee participates according to the following schedule: 

(1) Each committee which is participating in the election of a candidate for major office shall file a repon 
no later than the one hundred eightieth day prior to the WmmY election. which shall be complete through the 
one hundred ninetieth day prior to the primary election. 
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(2) Each committee which is participating in the election of a candidate for major office shall file a repon 
no later than the ninetieth day prior to the primary election, which shall be complete through the one hundredth 
day prior to the primary election. 

(3) Each committee shall file a repon no later than the thirtieth day prior to the primary election, which 
shall be complete through the fortieth day prior to the primary election. 

(4) Each committee shall file a repon no later than the tenth day prior to the primary election which shall 
be complete through the twentieth day prior to the primary election. 

(5) Each committee shall file a repon no later than the tenth day prior to the general election which shall 
be complete through the twentieth day prior to the general election. This shall be the final repon for the election 
for any committee which does not participate in the general election, unless supplemental repons are required 
as provided in Subsection D of this Section. 

(6) Each committee shall file a repon no later than the fortieth day after the general election which shall 
be complete through the thirtieth day after the general election. This repon shall be the final repon for the 
election for any committee which participated in the general election, unless supplemental reports are required 
as provided in Subsection D of this Section. 

(7) The final repon of a committee that supports or opposes only one candidate who either withdraws as 
a candidate or is unopposed for election to the office he seeks shall be the next repon due as required in this 
Subsection as of the date that the candidate withdraws or ascenains that he is unopposed, unless supplemental 
reports are required as provided in Subsection (0) of this Section. The repon shall contain a statement that it 
is the final repon and the reasons therefor. 

C. During the period beginning at midnight of the twentieth day prior to a primary election and extending 
through midnight of primary election day, and during the period beginning Jlt midnight of the twentieth day prior 
to a general election and extending through midnight of general election day, each committee shall file a repon 
with the supervisory committee of: 

(I lea) The full name and address of each person from whom the committee has received and accepted a 
contribution, loan, or transfer of funds during such period in excess of the follOwing amounts: a committee 
participating in the election of a candidate for any major office, five hundred dollars; a committee participating 
in the election of a candidate for district office, two hundred and fifty dollars; a committee participating in the 
election qf a candidate for any other office, two hundred and fifty dolJars. If the committee is participating in 
the election of candidates for offices with different reporting amounts, the amount shall be the lowest for any 
candidate in whose election the committee is participating or in which any committee is participating to which 
it makes or from which it receives a transfer of funds. 

(b) Such repon shall include the amount and date of each such contribution or loan reponed, and a brief 
description and valuation of each in-kind contribution. If a loan is reported, the repon shall contain the name 
and address of the lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan, and of any person who malees any type 
of security agreement binding himself or his propeny, directly or indirectly, for the repayment of all or any pan 
of the loan. 

(2) Ally expenditure in excess of two hundred dollars made to a candidate, committee, or person required 
to file reports by this Chapter, who makes endorsements, including the full name and address of each person . 
to whom such expenditure is made, the amount, date and purpose of each such expenditure, and a brief 
description and valuation of an in-kind expenditure. 

(3) Each repon required by this Subsection shall be filed within forty-eight hours after the time the 
contnbution or loan is received or expenditure made. If such time falls other than during regular working hollIS, 
the report shall be filed as soon as possible after the opening of the office of the supervisory committee on the 
next working day after the time at which the repon is otherwise due. 

D.(l) If the final repon of a political committee for an election, as required by Paragraph (5), (6), or (7) 
of Subsection B of this Section shows a deficit, the chairman and treasurer of the committee, if any, shall file 
supplemental repons with the supervisory committee of all information required in R.S. 18: 1491.7. Such reports 
shall be filed annually no later than February fifteenth and shall be complete through the preceding December 
thirty-first. Such a supplemental repon shall be filed each year until a repon has been filed which shows no 
deficit 

170 - Louisiana Election Code House of Representatives Database 



(2) A "deficit". for purposes of this Subsection. means debts or obligations owed by the political committee 
which are required to be reported by R.S. 18:149\'7(B)(18). 

(3) A repon need not be filed under this Subsection if the committee is dissolved or disbanded and shows 
a deficit less than two' thousand five hundred dollars. However. if the political committee is dissolved or 
disbanded and its deficit is equal to or greater than two thousand five hundred dollars. the political committee 
shall file supplemental repons with the supervisory committee of all information required in R.S. 18: 149\,7. 
Such repon shall be filed annually no later than February fifteenth and shall be complete through the preceding 
December thiny-first. Such repon shall be filed each year for five years or until a repon has been filed which 
shows no deficit. 

E. A repon shall be filed for each committee of all information required in R.S. 18:149\,7 no later than 
February fifteenth of each year which shall be complete as of the preceding December thiny-flISt. The annual 
repon required by this Subsection shall not be required: 

(I) If under another provision of this Section. the committee has filed another repon of the information 
required by R.S. 18:149\,7 at any time after the preceding December tenth and prior to the February fifteenth 
due date, or 

(2) If during the preceding year the committee has filed a supplemental repon required by Subsection D 
of this Section and has not otherwise, during the reporting period, supponed or opposed a candidate, as such 
term is defined in R.S. 18:1483(3), or 

(3) If the committee has received no contributions, made no expenditures, received or made no loans, and 
received or made no transfers of funds during the reporting period for such repon. 

F. The repons required for any regularly scheduled election shall also be filed for any special election to 
the extent the dates for filing repons occur after the call for the election. The supervisory committee may 
promulgate rules to effect the provisions of this Subsection. Such rules may waive any repon required to be 
filed within ten days after the call for a special election. 

G. The reporting period for all repons of political committees, except the first repon of a committee, shall 
be the period from the time through which the preceding repon was complete through the closing date for the 
particular repon. The reporting period for the flISt repon of a committee shall be the period from the time when 
the committee was organized through the closing date for the particular repan. 

H. Principal campaign committees shall file consolidated repons for subsidiary committees as more 
specifically provided in R.S. 18:149\.3. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1. eff. Jan. 1. 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 266. §1, elf. July 18, 1982; Acts 
1984. No. 492, §1; Acts 1987, No. 757. §1; Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 180, §1, 
elf. Jan. I, 1991. 

11491.7. Reports; contents 

A. Unless otherwise specifically provided, each repon required by this Pan shall contain the following 
information: (I) the name and address of the political committee for whom the repon is filed; (2) the name and 
address of the treasurer completing the repon; (3) the names and addresses of the committee chairman and of 
the other principal officers; (4) the name, address, office sought, and party affiliation of each candidate whom 
the committee is supporting or opposing, and a designation as to whether such committee is supporting or 
opposing such candidate; (5) whether the committee is supporting or opposing the entire ticket of any patty, and, 
if so, the name of the party; (6) if the repon is for a principal campaign committee, a statement that the 
committee is a principal campaign committee and the name of the candidate, if any, and of all subsidiary 
committees for whom the principal campaign committee is reporting and the address of such committees, or if 
a committee has no address, the address of the committee chairman. 

B. Each repon required to be in conformity with this Section shall contain the following information: 

(I) The amount of cash and cash investments on hand at the end of the prior reporting period. 

(2) The total of all contributions received and accepted by the committee during the reporting period. 

(3) Cash income from investments received during the reporting period. 

(4) Contribution(s) received during the reporting period for which the repon is being completed shall be 
reported, and the same shall be reponed irrespective of the amount thereof as follows: 
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(a) The full name and address of each person who has made one or more contributions to and which have 
been received and accepted by the political committee during the reporting period; the aggregate amount of such 
contributions, except in-kind contributions, from each person, and the date and amount of each such contribution; 
and a brief description of each in-kind contribution from each person, the valuation thereof made by the 
chairman and the campaign treaSurer, and the date(s) of the in-kind contribution. 

(b) The aggregate amount ~f all contributions, other than in-kind contributions, received and accepted 
during the reporting period. 

(c) The aggregate valuation of in-kind contributions received during the reporting period. 

(5) The gross proceeds received and accepted by the political committee during the reporting period from 
the sale of items such as political campaign pins, buttons, badges, flags, emblems, hats, banners, literature, and 
similar materials. Purchases of such campaign items and materials from the committee which are made by the 
same person and are of such amount as to be reportable, either singly or in the aggregate, under Paragraph (4) 
hereof, shall be so reported; however, single transactions to purchase such items or materials which are for not 
in excess of twenty-five dollars must be reported only in the repon of gross proceeds and shall not be required 
in Paragraph (4). 

(6) The gross proceeds received and accepted by the political committee during the reporting period from 
the sale of tickets to testimonials or similar fundraising events. The proceeds of any such sale shall be 
considered a contribution, and such contributions shall also be reported as provided in Paragraph (4). 

(7) The name and address of each political committee from which the reporting political committee 
received and accepted any transfer of funds during the reporting period, and the amount of each such transfer. 

(S) Any other cash receipts, not contributions, received from any other source not included above during 
the reporting period, for example, refunds of overpayments and the nature, source, and an explanation thereof. 

(9) Total of all receipts for the reporting period. 

(10) The date and amount of each loan for campaign purposes made or received by the political committee 
to or from any person or political committee during the reporting period, together with the full name and address 
of the lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan, and of any person who makes any type of security 
agreement binding himself or his propeny, directly or indirectly, for the repayment of all or any pan of the loan. 

(II) The total of all loans made and the total of all loans received during the reporting period. 

(12) •. The total of all expenditureS made by the committee during the reporting period. 

(13) The full name and address of each person to whom an expenditure has been made by the committee 
during the reporting period. The amount, pmpose, and date of each such expenditure, and the name and address 
of and office sought by candidates on whose behalf each such expenditure was made shall be reported. A brief 
description of an in-kind expenditure shall be given, as well as the valuation made by the chairman and the 
campaign treaSurer and the date(s) of the expenditure. When multiple expenditureS have been made to the same 
person during the reporting period, the aggregate amount of such expenditures, other than in-kind expenditureS, 
and the aggregate valuation of in-kind expenditureS shall be reported for each such pe.rson. The aggregate of 
all expenditures made during the reporting period, other than in-kind expenditures, and the aggregate valuation 
of all in-kind expenditureS shall also be reported. The aggregate amount expended for each candidate shall also 
be reported. 

(14) The amount and nature of debts and obligations owed by or to the political committee during the 
reporting period which relate to the conduct of any political campaign, including but not limited to loans required 
to be reported under Paragraph (10) of this Subsection. 

(15) All payments made during the reporting period to repay loans, the amount, date, and source thereof. 

(16) Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 199, §2, eff. June 1, 1993. 

(17) The total amount of expenditures during the reponing period from the peny cash fund 

(IS) The name and address of each political committee to which the reporting political committee made 
a tranSfer of funds, during the reporting period, and the date and amount of each such transfer. 

(19) The date and amount of each anonymous contribution received and the day each was transmitted to 
the state as required by R.S. lS:ISOS.2(B) during the reporting period and the total amount of such anonymous 
contributions received and tranSmitted during the reponing period. 

(20) The amount of cash and cash investments of the committee on hand at the end of the reporting period. 
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(21) All other disbursements, not expenditures, during the reponing period, and the nature, recipient, and 
an explanation thereof. 

C. Expendituies made by a public relations fum, an advenising agency, or agent for a political committee 
sball be considered expenditures of the political committee and must be reported as required by this Section. 
Each such firm, agency, or agent, which makes any expenditure for any political committee shall timely furnish 
to such political committee such information relative thereto as may be required for compliance with this Part. 

D. The supervisory committee, by rule, may require the reponing of totals of any information otherwise 
required to be reported, including totals of amounts reported in the current report, or in the current report and 
other previous reports. 

E. The reports required in this Part shall be filed on fonos provided by the supervisory committee as more 
specifically provided in R.S. 18:1511.3. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I. eff. Jan. I, 1981. Acts 1988. No. 994, §I. eff. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 180. 
§ 2, eff. Jan. I. 1991; Acts 1990, No. J088, §§I and 2. eff. Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1992. No. 751, §I, eff. July 7, 
1992; Acts 1993, No. 199, §2, eff. June I, 1993. 

§l491.8, Small campaigns; affidavit in lieu of reports 

Any political committee which did not receive a contribution in excess of two hundred dollars and which 
did not make expenditures totaling in excess of five thousand dollars in the aggregate during the aggregating 
period, may file an affidavit setting out such factS, in lieu of any report required by R.S. 18:1491.6; but a 
separate affidavit shall be required in lieu of any such report. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I. eff. Jan. I, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §I, eff. Jan. I. 1989. 

PART m. CANDIDATES 

§l49S.1. Report through committee 

A. Each candidate may designate a principal campaign committee as provided in R.S. 18:1491.3. If a 
candidate designates a principal campaign committee, the candidate shall maintain all records required by this 
Part and furnish them on a timely basis to his· principal campaign committee. Each principal campaign 
committee shall receive all records furnished to it by the candidate, shall consolidate !bern with its own reports 
and shall file a consolidated report for reports required by this Chapter for candidates and committees as 
otherwise provided in this Chapter. in such case, the candidate shall not be required to file separate reports. 

B. Each candidate may designate subsidiary committees as provided in R.S. 18:1491.3. and shall designate 
such subsidiary committees as required in said Section. Any candidate who designates subsidiary committees 
and who does not designate a principal campaign committee sball receive all records of the subsidiary 
committees. consolidate !bem with his own records. and file a consolidated report for reports required by this 
Chapter for candidates and committees. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981. 

§ 1495.2. Campaign treasurers; campaign depositories; expenditures by check; petty cash fund 

A. 1be candidate shall be his own campaign treasurer. unless he appoints a campaign treasurer. Candidates 
also may appoint one or more deputy campaign treasurers. 1be names and addresses of any campaign treasurer 
or deputy campaign treasurer so appointed sbalI be filed with the supervisory committee at the time of the first 
report following appointment. Changes in appointment shall be reported in the first report after such change. 

B.(I) Any person may solicit contributions for or on behalf of a candidate. or sel1 political paraphernalia. 
including such items as bultDos, flags and literature, or tickets to a testimonial or other fund-raising event, 
provided that all contribution(s) or proceeds are transmitted directly to !be candidate or his designated treasurer 
or a designated deputy treasurer together with sucb information as may be required by this Chapter. No 
candidate or designated treasurer or deputy treasurer sball accept such funds without such information and !bey 
shall be responsible under the provisions of this Chapter for any errors and omissions in records or reports for 
such funds. Any contribution received by a candidate who bas appointed a campaign treasurer shall be 
tranSferred to !be campaign treasurer. 
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(2) When any person who is not the campaign treasurer or a deputy treasurer of a candidate makes any 
expenditure for the candidate, he shall transmit directly to the campaign treasurer or a deputy treasurer all 
information concerning the expenditure required by this Chapter. The candidate and his campaign treasurer, if 
any, shall be responsible under the provisions of this Chapter for any errors or omissions in the records or 
repons of such expenditures. 

(3) For purposes of all repons required by this Chapter, all contributions received by or transferred to a 
campaign treasurer or a deputy treasurer of a candidate and all expenditures made by a campaign treasurer or 
a deputy treasurer of a candidate or by any other person on behalf of the candidate, shall be considered 
contributions or expenditures of the candidate. 

C. Deputy campaign treasurers of a candidate may exercise any of the powers and duties of a campaign 
treasurer as set forth in this Chapter when specifically authorized to do so by the campaign treasurer and the 
candidate. 

D. The candidate shall designate one or more national or state banks or state or federally chanered savings 
and loan associations or savings banks as his campaign depositories. The candidate, his campaign treasurer, and 
any deputy treasurers shall deposit any contributions received by them into an account or accounts maintained 
at such depository or depositories. No expenditure shall be made by any candidate, campaign treasurer, deputy 
treasurer, or any other person on behalf of the candidate, except by check drawn on such account or accounts, 
except as specifically provided in Subsection E below. Each check drawn on any such account shall be made 
payable to a specific person, except a check made payable to petty cash. Each check drawn on such an account 
shall indicate the objects or services for which sucb check is drawn and such check shall be maintained as part 
of the records required by RS. 18:1495.3. The name and address of each campaign depository so designated 
shall be filed with the supervisory committee in the first repon after such designation. If any additional 
depoSitories are designated they shall be reponed in the first repon following such designation. 

E. A candidate may maintain a petty cash fund or funds. A petty cash fund shall be maintained on an 
imprest system, that is, expenditures may be made in cash from the fund and the fund shall from time to time 
be restored to its original amount by a transfer of funds from other funds of the candidate of a sum equal to the 
aggregate of the sums expended from the fund. No expenditure in excess of one hundred dollars shall be made 
from the petty cash fund and no expenditure shall be made from the petty cash fund for any personal services, 
except for gratuities paid for the serving of food or drink. No expenditure shall be made from the petty cash 
fund in violation of R.S. 18:1531. A complete record of petty cash expenditures shall be maintained in 
accordance with the provisions of RS. 18:1495.3(0). 

Acts 1980, No. 786. §1, eft. Jan. 1. 1981; Acts 1985, No. 550, §1. eft. July 12. 1985; Acts 1993. No. 199. 
§1. eft. June 1. 1993. 

§1495.3. Maintenance or records; valuation of in-kind contributions and expenditures 

A. The candidate and the campaign treasurer, if the candidate does not act as campaign treasurer. shall be 
responsible for providing and maintaining sucb records of campaign finances as are necessary to comply with 
the provisions of this Pan, including but not limited to the records specifically required by this Section . 

. B.(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the campaign treasurer for each candidate shall keep 
such records of campaign contributions received and accepted by him or a deputy treasurer as shall be necessary 
to comply with the provisions of this Pan, including the names and addresses of all contributors. the date of each 
contribution. the amount or value of the contribution of whatever value, and a description and valuation of all 
in-kind contributions. 

(2) Payments made to purchase campaign paraphernalia, such as campaign pins. buttons. badges, flags. 
emblems, bats, shirts. banners, literature, and similar items, other than expenditures made by a candidate for his 
own parapbemalia, and payments for tickets to testimonials and similar fundraising events are contributions, and 
records thereof shall be maintained, provided that: 

(a) In the case of any single transaction involving the sale of items such as campaign pins. buttons, badges. 
flags, emblems, hats. banners, literature, and similar materia\ which is for an amount not in excess of rwenty-five 
dollars and the proceeds of whicb are received and deposited by a candidate. no record need be kept by the 
campaign treasurer for such recipient candidate, except the total amount received and deposited from such sale 
and the fact that such amount was received from such sale. 
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(b) No person shall sell or buy campaign paraphernalia in successive single transactions for amounts below 
those for which specific records are required by this Paragraph as a subterfuge to avoid requirements of this Pan 
that names and addresses of contributors and dates and amounts of contributions be recorded, aggregated. and 
reported. Such transactions shall be considered single transactions and shall be recorded and reported as 
provided in this Pan. Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be subject to the penalties 
provided in R.S. 18:1505.4, R.S. 18:1505.5, and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

(3)(a) Each campaign treasurer for a candidate shall also keep records of the amounts of all expenditures 
made by the candidate from his own funds. 

(b) The campaign treasurer of each candidate shall also keep such records of campaign expenditures made 
or contracted as shall be necessary to comply with the provisions of this Part, including the name and address 
of the person or firm from whom goods or services were purchased or contracted, the date, the amount or value 
and the purpose of the expenditure, a description of the goods or services purchased or contracted, and a 
description and valuation of all in-kind expenditures. 

(4) A11.transactions involving the sale of tickets to a testimonial or similar fundraising event shall be 
evidenced by a record of the names and addresses of the purchasers, the amount of tickets purchased, and the 
value of the tickets purchased. 

C. The valuation of in-kind contributions or expenditures shall be the estimated fair market value thereof 
at the time received or expended. 

D. A record shall be kept of all expenditures made from the petty cash fund for which provision is made 
in R.S. 18:1495.2, including the name and address of the person or firm from whom goods or services were 
purchased or contracted, the amount and the purpose of the expenditure, and a description of the goods or 
services purchased or contracted. In addition, a receipt shall be kept for each such expenditure in any case in 
which a receipt would normally be provided in the usual course of business. 

E. A record shall be kept of each loan made by the candidate to or from any person or political committee, 
together with the full name and address of the lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan, and of any 
person who makes any type of security agreement binding himself or his property, directly or indirectly, for the 
repayment of all or any pan of the loan. In addition, a record shall be kept of the repayment of each such loan 
and of the source of funds expended for repayment 

F. Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 199, §2, eff. June I, 1993. 

G. A record shall also be kept of: 

(1) Cash investments and income received therefrom. 

(2) All debts and obligations. 

(3) The amount and date of each anonymous contribution and the date each is transmitted to the state as 
required by this Chapter. 

(4) AlI other receipts, the name and address of the source, and the date and amount thereof. 

(5) All other disbursements. the name and address of the person to whom made and the date and amount 
thereof. 

H. Expenditures made by a public relations firm. an advertising agency, or agent for a candidate. shall be 
considered expenditures of the candidate, and must be specifically reported as required by this Pan. Each such 
fum, agency, or agent shall timely furnish to such candidate such information relative thereto as may be required 
for compliance with this Pan. Failure by any such firm, agency or agent to timely furnish a candidate such 
information required for compliance with this Pan shall be grounds for a civil action for damages. 

I. A campaign treasurer shall preserve records required by this Pan for two years after the final report 
which he is required by this Pan to file for the election has been filed, including any supplemental reports 

required. 

J. The accounts and records kept by a campaign treasurer under the provisions of this Pan shall be 
available for inspection or use by the supervisory committee in connection with any investigation pursuant to 
this Chapter. or by any grand jury or court in connection with any proceeding instituted under the provisions 
of this Chapter; however, such accounts and records shall be kept strictly confidential by the supervisory 
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committee and any court, except to the extent any contents thereof may become a public record in any judicial 
proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, ejJ. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 199, 
§2, eff. June 1. 1993. 

§ 1495,4. Reports required; reporting times and periods 

A. The candidate and his campaign treaSurer, if any, shall be responsible for filing a report of all 
information required in this Section and R.S. 18:1495.5 with the supervisory committee at the times required 
in this Section. The candidate and his campaign treaSurer, if any, shall certify, in each report, that the 
information contained in the report is true and correct to the best of their knowledge, information and belief, 
that no expenditures have been made and no contributions have been received that are not reported therein, and 
that no information required by this Part has been deliberately omitted. 

B. A report shall be filed for a candidate for each regularly scheduled election in which the candidate 
participates according to the following schedule: 

(1) Each candidate for major office shall file a report no later than the one hundred eightieth day prior to 
the primary election, which shall be complete through the one hundred ninetieth day prior to the primary 
election. 

(2) Each candidate for major office shall file a report no later than the ninetieth day prior to the primary 
election, which shall be complete through the one hundredth day prior to the primary election. 

(3) Each candidate shall file a report no later than the thirtieth day prior to the primary election, which shall 
be complete through the fortieth day prior to the primary election. 

(4) Each <:andidate shall file a report no later than the tenth day prior to the primary election which shall 
be complete through the twentieth day prior to the primary election. 

(5) Each candidate shall file a report no later than the tenth day prior to the general election which shall 
be complete through the twentieth day prior to the general election. This shall be the final report for the election 
for any candidate who does not participate in the general election, unless supplemental reports are required as 
provided in Subsection D of this Section. 

(6) Each candidate shall file a report no later than the fortieth day after the general election which shall 
be complete through the thirtieth day after the general election. This report shall be the final report for the 
election for any candidate who participated in the general election, unless supplemental reports are required as 
provided in Subsection D of this Section. 

(7) The final report of a candidate who either withdraws as a candidate or is unopposed for election to the 
office he seeks shall be the next report due as required in this Subsection as of the date that the candidate 
withdraws or ascertains that he is unopposed, unless supplemental reports are required as provided in Subsection· 
D of this Section. The report shall contain a statement that it is the final report and the reasons therefor. 

C. During the period beginning at midnigbl of the twentieth day prior to a primary election and extending 
through midnight of primary election day, and during the period beginning at midnigbl of the twentieth day prior 
to a general election and extending through midnight of general election day, each candidate shall file a report 
with the supervisory committee of: 

(I)(a) The full name and address of each person from whom the candidate has received and accepted a 
contribution or loan during such period in excess of the following amounts: a candidate for any major office, 
five hundred dollars; a candidate for district office, two hundred fifty dollars; a candidate for any other office, 
two hundred fifty dollars. 

(b) Such report shall include the amount and date of each such contribution or loan reported, and a brief 
description and valuation of each in-kind contribution. If a loan is reported, the report shall contain the name 
and address of the lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan, and of any person who makes any type 

of security agreement binding himself or his property, directly or indirectly, for the repayment of all or any part 
of the loan. 

(2) Any expenditure in excess of two hundred dollars made to a candidate, committee, or person required 
to file reports by this Chapter, who makes endorsements, including the full name and address of each person 
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to whom such expenditure is made. the amount. date. and purpose of each such expenditure. and a brief 
description and valuation of an in-kind expenditure. 

(3) Each report required by this Subsection shall be filed within forty-eight hours after the time the 
connibution or loan is received or expenditure made. If such time falls other than during regular working hours. 
the report shall be filed as soon as ~ssible after the opening of the office of the supervisory committee on the 
next working day after the time at which the report is otherwise due. 

0.(1) If the final report of a candidate for an election. as required by Paragraph (5). (6). or (7) of 
Subsection B above. shows a deficit. the candidate and his treasurer. if any. shall file supplemental reports with 
the supervisory committee of all information required in R.S. 18:1495.5. Such reports shall be filed annually 
no later than February fifteenth and shall be complete through the preceding December thirty-first. Such a 
supplemental report shall be filed each year until a report has been filed which shows no defiCit. 

(2) "Deficit" for purposes of this Subsection means debts or obligations owed by the candidate which are 
required to be reported by R.S. 18:1495.5(B)(18). 

(3) A report need not be filed under this Subsection if the candidate is not an elected public official and 
shows a deficit less than two thousand five hundred dollars. However. if the candidate is not an elected public 
official and his deficit is equal to or greater than two thousand five hundred dollars. the candidate shall file 
supplemental reports with the supervisory comntittee of all inforniation required in R.S. 18:1495.5. Such report 
shall be filed annually no later than February fifteenth and shall be complete through the preceding December 
thirty-first. Such report shall be filed each year for five years or until a report has been filed which shows no 
deficit. 

E. A report shall be filed for each candidate. as defined by R.S. 18:1483(3). of all information required in 
R.S. 18: 1495.5 no later than February fifteenth of each year which shall be complete as of the preceding 
December thirty-frrst. The annual report required by this Subsection shall not be required: 

(I) If under another provision of this Section the candidate has filed another report of the information 
required by R.S. 18:1495.5 at any time after the preceding December tenth and prior to February fifteenth due 
date. Or 

(2) If the candidate files a supplemental report as required by R.S. 18:1495.4(0) and has not otherwise. 
during the reporting period, beeome a candidate. as defined in R.S. 18:1483(3). or 

(3) If the candidate has received no contributions. made no expenditures. and received or made no loans 
during the reporting period for such report. 

F. The reports required for any regularly scheduled election shall also be filed for any special election to 
the extent the dates for filing reports occur after the call for the election. The supervisory comntittee may 
promulgate rules to effect the provisions of this Subsection. Such rules may waive any report required to be 
filed within ten days after the call for a special election. 

G. The reporting period for all reports of candidates. except the first report for any election. shall be the 
period from the time through which the preceding report was complete through the closing date for the particular 
report. The reporting period for the first report of candidate for any election shall be the period from the time 
when the candidate becomes a candidate through the closing date for the report. Notwithstanding the foregOing. 
if a candidate is required to file reports in connection with a previous candidacy. the reporting period for the 
first report for the election sha11 be the period from the time through which the latest report is complete through 
the clOsing date for the particular report. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §1. ef!. Jan. 1. 1981. Amended by Acts 1982. No. 266. §1. ef!. July 18. 1982; Acts 
1984. No. 492. §1; Acts 1987. No. 757. §1; Acts 1988. No. 994. §1. ef!. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1990. No. 180. §1. 
ef!. Jan. 1. 1991. 

§l49S.5. Reports; contents 

A. Unless otherwise specifically provided, each report required by this Part shall contain the following 
information: 

(I) The name and address of the candidate for whom the report is filed. 

(2) The name and address of the treasurer completing the report. 

(3) The office sought. 
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(4) If the candidate has designated any subsidiary committees, the name of all subsidiary committees for 
whom the candidate is reporting and the address of such committees, or if a committee has no address, the 
address of the committee chainnan. 

B. Each repon required to be in conformity with this Section shall contain the following information: 

(I) The amount of cash and cash invesanenlS on hand at the end of the prior reporting period. 

(2) The total of all contributions received and accepted by the candidate during the reporting period. 

(3) Cash income from invesanenlS received during the reporting period. 

(4) Contribution(s) received doring the reporting period for which the report is being completed shall be 
reported, and the same shall be reported irrespective of the amount thereof as follows: 

(a) The full name and address of each person who has made one or more contributions to and which have 
been received and accepted by the candidate doring the reporting period; the aggregate amount of such 
contributions, except in-kind contributions, from each person, and the date and amount of each such contribution; 
and a brief deScription of each in-kind contribution from each person, the valuation thereof made by the 
candidate and the campaign treasurer, and the date(s) of the in-kind contribution. 

(b) The aggregate amount of all contributions, other than in-kind contributions, received and accepted 
doring the reporting period . 

. (c) The aggregate valuation of in-kind contributions received during the reporting period. 

(5) The gross proceeds received and accepted by the candidate doring the reporting period from the sale 
of items such as political campaign pins, buttons, badges, flags, emblems, halS, banners, literature, and similar 
materials. Purchases of such campaign items and materials which are made by the same person and which are 
of such amount as to be reportable, either singly or in the aggregate, under Paragraph (4) hereof, shall be so 
reported; however, single transactions to purchase such items or materials which are for not in excess of twenty
five dollars must be reported only in the repon of gross proceeds and shall not be required to be reported as 
required in Paragraph (4). 

(6) The gross proceeds received and accepted by the candidate doring the reporting period from the sale 
of tickets to testimonials or similar fundraising events. The proceeds of any such sales shall be considered a 
contribution, and such contributions shaH also be reponed as provided in Paragraph (4). 

(7) Any other cash receipts, not contributions, from any other source not included above doring the 
reporting period, for example, refunds of overpayments and the nature, source, and an explanation thereof. 

(8) Total of all receipts for the reporting period. 

(9) The date and amount of each loan for campaign purposes made or received by the candidate to or from 
any person or political committee doring the reporting period, together with the full name and address of the 
lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan. and of any person who makes any type of security agreement 
binding himself or his property. directly or indirectly, for the repayment of all or any part of the loan. 

(10) The total of all loans made and the total of all loans received doring the reporting period. 

(11) The total of all expenditures made by the candidate during the reporting period. 

(12) The full name and address of each person to whom an expenditure has been made by the candidate 
doring the reporting period. The amount, pmpose, and date of each such expenditure shall be reported. A brief 
description of an in-kind expenditure shall be given, as we\1 as the valuation made by the candidate and the 
campaign treasurer and the date(s) of the expenditure. When multiple expenditures have been made to the same 
person. doring the reporting period, the aggregate amount of such expenditures. other than in-kind expenditures, 
and the aggregate valuation of in-kind expenditures shall be reported for each such person. The aggregate of 
all expenditures made doring the reporting period, other than in-kind expenditures. and the aggregate valuation 
of all in-kind expenditures shall also be reported. The aggregate amount expended for each candidate shall also 
be reported. 

(13) Tbe total amount of monetary expenditures made by the candidate from his own funds doring each 
reporting period 

(14) The amount and nature of debts and 'obligations owed by or to the candidate, doring the reporting 
period which relate to the conduct of any political campaign. including but not limited to loans required to be 
reported under Paragraph (9) of this Subsection. 
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(15) All payments made during the reponing period to repay loans, the amount, date, and source thereof. 

(16) Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 199, §2, eft. June I, 1993. 

(17) The total amount of expenditures during the reponing period from the petty cash fund. 

(18) The date and amount of each anonymous conaibution received and the date each was transmitted to 
the state as required by R.S. 18:1505.2(B) during the reponing period and the total amount of such anonymous 
conaibutions received and transmitted during the reponing period. 

(19) The amount of cash and cash investments of the committee on hand at the end of the reponing period. 

(20) All other disbursements, not expenditures, made during the reporting period, and the nature, recipient, 
and an explanation thereof. 

C. Expenditures made by a public relations firm, an advenising agency, or agent for a candidate shall be 
considered expenditures of the political committee and must be reported as required by this Section. Each such 
flrnl, agency, or agent which makes any expenditure for any candidate shall timely furnish to such candidate 
such information relative thereto as may be required for compliance with this Part. 

D. The supervisory committee by rule, may require the reponing of totals of any information otherwise 
required to be reported, including totals of amounts reported in the current repon, or in the current repon and 
other previous repons. 

E. The repons required in this Pan shall be filed on forms provided by the supervisory committee as more 
specifically provided in R.S. 18:151 \.3. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 180, 
§2, eft. Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1990, No. 1088, §§I and 2, eft. Jan. I, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 751, §I, ejJ. July 7, 
1992; Acts 1993, No. 199, §2, eft. June I, 1993. 

§149S.6. Small campaigns; affidavit In lieu or reports 

Any candidate, for a major or disaict office required by this Chapter to file repons of information as 
provided in R.S. 18:1495.5, who did not receive a conaibution in excess of two hundred dollars and who did 
not make expenditures totaling in excess of five thousand dollars in the aggregate during the aggregating period, 
may file an affidavit setting out such facts in lieu of each repon required by R.S. 18:1495.4, but a separate 
affidavit shall be required in lieu of each such report. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1981. Ammded by Acts 1982, No. 266, §I, eft. July 18, 1982; Acts 
1988, No. 994, §I, eft. Jan. I, 1989. 

PART IV. OTHER PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT 

§1SOl.1. Reports by persoDS Dot amdIdates or commIttees 

Any person, other than a candidate or a political committee, who makes any expenditure or who accepts 
a contribution, other than to or from a candidate or to or from a political committee, .. hall file repons of all 
information required by R.S. 18:149\.7 for such person if either said expenditures or said contributions exceed 
five hundred dollars In the aggregate during the aggregating period as defined for committees. Such repons shall 
be filed at the same time and shall contain the same information as repons required of political committees by 
this Pan and shall be cenified correct as required by R.S. 18:149\.6(A) by the person filing. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, ejJ. Jan. I, 1981. 

PART V. PROHIBITED PRACTICES AND LIMITATIONS; PENALTIES 

§1SOS.1. Failure to SIlbmlt report; rallure to file report timely or properly 

A. Failure to submit the repons required by this Chapter shall constitute a violation of this Chapter. Failure 
to submit any such repon within three days after the final date for filing shall be presumptive evidence of intent 
not to file the report. 

B. Failure to submit the repons required by this Chapter at the time required shall constitute a violation 
of this Chapter. 
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C. Failure to disclose or failure to disclose accurately any infonnation required to be reponed by this 
Chapter shall constitute a violation of this Chapter. 

D. Failure to properly submit statements in accordance with R.S. l8:l491.l(E) shall constitute a violation 
of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1988, No. 994, §2, eff. July 27, 1988. 

§ 1505.2. Contributions; expenditures; certain probibitions and limltutions 

A. No person shall give, furnish, or contribute moneys, materials, supplies, or make loans to or in suppon 
of a candidate or to any political committee, through or in 'the name of another, directly or indirectly. This 
prohibition shall not apply to dues or membership fees of any membership organization or corporation made by 
its members or stockholders, if such membership organization or corporation is not organized primarily for the 
purpose of supporting. opposing or otherwise influencing the nomination for election. or election of any person 
to public office. . 

B.(l) No candidate, political committee, or other person required to file repons under this Chapter shall 
make any expenditure from funds the source of which is anonymous. and any contribution received by a 
candidate, political committee. or other person required to file repons under this Chapter from an anonymous 
source and deposited shall be reponed as provided in R.S. l8:l491.7(B)(24) and R.S. l8:l495.5(B)(23) and shall 
escheat to the state and shall be paid over to the state by such candidate. political committee. or other such 
person. 

(2) Any single transaction involving the sale of items such as political campaign pins. buttons. badges. 
flags. emblems, hats. banners, literature. and similar materials. which transaction is for not in excess of twenty
five dollars and in which transaction the purchaser is not known. shall not be deemed to constitute an 
anonymous contribution under the provisions of this Subsection. 

C.(I) No person shall make a cash contribution to a candidate or a committee and no candidate or 
committee shall receive cash contributions in excess of one hundred dollars during any calendar year. Any 
contribution in excess of such one hundred dollar aggregate amount, other than an in-kind contribution. shall 
be made by an instrument containing the name of the donor and the name of the payee. Any contribution by 
a candidate to a committee is an expenditure by the candidate and therefore is subject to the provisions of 
Subsection D below. 

(2) Upon receipt of a cash contribution of one hundred dollars or less. the candidate or committee receiving 
the contribution shall provide to the contributor a receipt for the exact amount of the contribution; such receipt 
shall contain the name. address. and social security number of the contributor. shall be signed by the contributor. 
and the candidate or committee receiving the contribution shall retain a copy of the receipt. If the contributor 
refuses to furnish his name. address. or social security number or refuses to sign the receipt, the contribution 
shall be immediately returned to said contributor. If the contributor is unable to write. he shall affix his mark 
to the receipt, and the person receiving the contribution shall affIX the name of the incapacitated person to the 
receipt. provided he does so in the presence of a witness who shall also sign his'name as witness to the mark. 
The copy of the receipt retained by the candidate or committee provided for in this Subsection shall be available 
to the supervisory committee for inspection. The supervisory committee shall promulgate rules and regulations 
relative to the receipt required by this Subsection. 

D. Repealed ITy Acts 1993. No. 199, §2, eff. JUlIe 1. 1993. 

E. No expenditure in excess of one hundred dollars shall be made from a petty cash fund and no 
expenditure shall be made from a petty cash fund for any personal services. except for gratuities paid for the 
serving of food or drink. No expenditure shall be made from the petty cash fund in violation of R.S. 18:1531. 

F. No profit or nonprofit corporation. labor organization. or trade. business. or professional association shall 
make any campaign contribution or expenditure unless specifically authorized to do so whether (I) by the vote 
of the board of directors of the corporation. of the executive board of the labor organization or of the trade. 

. business. or professional association at a regular or special meeting thereof. or (2) by the president, vice 
president, secretary or treasurer of a corpmanon or labor organization whom the board has specifically 
empowered to authorize such contributions or expenditures. or (3) by a vote of the membership of the labor 
organization. No profit or nonprofit corporation. Iabor organization or trade. business. or professional association 
shall make any contribution or expenditure. other than an in-kind contribution or expenditure. except by check. 
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G. No committee shall receive contributions Or loans or make expenditureS or loans, or make or receive 
a transfer of funds to or from another committee in the aggregate in excess of five hundred dollars during a 
calendar year until it has filed the annual statement of organization required by R.S. 18:1491.1. The chainnan 
and the treasurer of any committee which violates the provisions of this Subsection shall be subject to the 
penalties provided in this Part. No candidate shall make a contribution to any committee required to file an 
annual statement of organization by the provisions of R.S. 18:1491.1 which has not filed such a statement. 

H.( I lea) The following contribution limits are established for contributions made to candidates or the 
principal campaign committee and any subsidiary committee of a candidate for the following offices: 

(i) Major office - five thousand dollars. 

(ii) District office - two thousand five hundred dollars. 

(iii) Other office - one thousand dollars. 

(b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to contributions made to a candidate or the principal 
or any subsidiary committee of a candidate by a recognized political party or any committee thereof. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (a), the contribution limit for contributions made to 
an unsuccessful major office candidate, or the principal campaign committee and any subsidiary committee of 
such unsuccessful candidate, who does not participate in the general election and for the time period for which 
such candidate has a deficit for expenditureS made through the day of the primary election, shall be ten thousand 
dollars. 

(2)(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I), the following contribution limits are established 
for contributions by political committees supporting or opposing a candidate for the following offices: 

(i) Major. office - five thousand dollars. 

(ii) District office - two thousand five hundred dollars. 

(iii) Other office - one thousand dollars. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I) and Subparagraph (2)(8) of this Subsection, the 
following campaign contribution limits are established for contributions by political committees supporting or 
opposing a candidate for the following offices, the membership of which political committee exceeds two 
hundred and fifty members as of the December thiny-first of the preceding calendar year, and additionally 
provided that at least two hundred and fifty of the members have each contributed at least fifty dollars to the 
political committee during the preceding one-year period: 

(i) Major office - ten thousand dollars. 

(ii) District office - five thousand dollars. 

(iii) Other office - two thousand dollars. 

No contribution in excess of the limits contained in Subparagraph (2)(8) of this Subsection shall be made by any 
political committee until such membership certification is made on the statement of organization form required 
by this Chapter and timely submitted to the supervisory committee by the applicable due date. Any political 
committee certified under this Paragraph shall notify the supported candidate in writing at the time any 
contribution is made under this Paragraph. 

(c) If the contribution is made to 8 committee which is supporting or opposing candidates for different 
offices, the highest applicable limit shall apply. 

(d) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to recognized political parties and their committees. 

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (I) and Subparagraph (2)(8) of this Subsection, the 
contributions limit for contributions by political committees to an unsuccessful major office candidate, or the 
principal campaign committee and subsidiary committee of such unsuccessful candidate, who does not participate 
in the general election and for the time period for which such candidate has 8 deficit for expenditureS made 
through the day of the primary election, shall be ten thousand dollars. 

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) and Subparagraphs (2)(a) and (b) of this Subsection, 
the contributions limit for contributions by political committees certified according to the provisions of 
Subparagraph (2)(b) to an unsuccessful major office candidate, or the principal campaign committee and 
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subsidiary committee of such unsuccessful candidate. who does not panicipate in the general election and for 
the time period for which such candidate has a deficit for expenditures made through the day of the primary 
election. shall be twenty thousand dollars. 

(3)(a) For purposes of this Subsection. a primary election and a general election shall constitute two 
separate elections. For purposes Qf this Subsection. for candidates and committees that panicipate in a general 
election. the reporting period for the general election shall be deemed to begin the day following the primary 
election. 

(b) No person shall make a loan. tranSfer of funds. or contribution. including but not limited to funds for 
any purchase of campaign materials for more than twenty-five dollars. funds for the purchase of testimonial 
tickets. and any in-kind contribution. in the aggregate for all reporting periods for an election. as defined in this 
Paragraph. including reporting periods for any supplemental reports required. in excess of the contribution limits 
established in Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection. except as otherwise specifically provided in this 
Subsection. 

(c) No candidate including his principal campaign committee and any subsidiary committee thereof. shall 
accept from the same contributor a loan. transfer of funds. or contribution. including but not limited to funds 
for any purchase of campaign materials for more than twenty-five dollars. funds for the purchase of testimonial 
tickets. and any in-kind contribution. in the aggregate for all reporting periods of an election. as defined in this 
Paragraph, including reporting periods for any supplemental reports. in excess of the contribution limits 
established in Paragraph (I) of this Subsection. except as otherwise specifically provided in this Subsection. and 
except that the provisions of Paragraph (2) shall apply for contributions accepted from a political committee. 
The provisions of this Subparagraph shall not apply to recognized political panies and their committees. 

(d) After January I. 1989. no person shall make a loan. transfer of funds. or contribution to a candidate 
including his principal campaign committee with funds loaned to him without disclosing to the candidate or his 
committee the source of the funds. A candidate or his committee receiving such a loan. transfer of funds. or 
contribution shall not only repon the name of the contributor. but also the source of the funds contributed. 

(4) The provisions of this Subsection shall not prohibit a tranSfer of funds between a candidate or his 
prinCipal campaign committee and any subsidiary committee thereof. provided that all panies shall comply with 
applicable reporting requirements. 

(5) The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to any contributions or loans a candidate makes to 
his own ,campaign. 

(6)(a) For purposes of this Subsection. "loan" sltall not include any loan of money by a state bank. a 
federally chartered depository institution. or a depository institution the dePosits or accounts of which are insured 
by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation. or the Federal 
Credit Union Administration. any licensed lender under the Louisiana Consumer Law. or an insurance company. 
other than any overdraft made with respect to a checking or savings account, made in accordance with applicable 
law and in the ordinary course of business. but such loan: 

(i) Shall be considered a loan by each endorser or guarantor. in that proportion of the unpaid halance that 
each endorser or guarantor bears to the total number of endorsers or guarantors. and such loan by each endorser 
and guarantor shall be subject to the contribution limits provided in this Subsection; 

(ii) Shall be made on a basis which assures repayment, evidenced by a written instrument, and subject to 
a due date or amortization schedule; and 

(iii) Shall bear the usual and customary intereSt rate of the lending institution. 

(7)(8) The total amount of combined contributions for both the primary and general elections, from political 
committees. which may be accepted by a candidate and his principal and subsidiary campaign committees. shall 
not exceed the following aggregate amounts: 

(i) Major office candidates - fifty thousand dollars. 

(ii) District office candidates - thirty-five thousand do11ars. 

(iii) Other office candidates - ten thousand dollars. 

(b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to contributions made by 8 recognized political party 
or any committee thereof. 
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1.(1) On and after January I. 1991. contributions received by a candidate or a political committee may be 
expended for any lawful purpose. but such funds shall not be used. loaned. or pledged by any person for any 
personal use unrelated to a political campaign or the holding of a public office or party position; except that 
excess campaign funds may be returned to contributors on a pro rata basis. given as a charitable contribution 
as provided in 26 USC 170(c). given to a charitable organization as defined in 26 USC 501(c)(3). expended in 
support of or in opposition to a proposition. political party. or candidacy of any person. or maintained in a 
segregated fund for use in future political campaigns or activity related to preparing for future candidacy to 
elective office. However. the use of campaign funds of a candidate or his principal or subsidiary committees 
to reimburse a candidate for expenses related to his political campaign or his holding of a public office or party 
position shall not be considered personal use by the candidate. If a candidate is required by state or federal law 
to pay taxes on the interest earned by campaign funds of the candidate or any political committee of the 
candidate. the candidate may use the interest on which such tax is paid for such purpose. A payment from 
campaign funds shall not be considered as having been spent for personal use when the funds are used to replace 
articles lost. stolen. or damaged in connection with the campaign. 

(2) The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to campaign funds received prior to July 15. 1988. 

J.(1) Any candidate. treasurer. or chainnan of a political committee who violates any provision of 
Subsection H or 1 of this Section shall be assessed a penalty of not more than five thousand dollars or the 
amount of the violation. whichever is greater. except that the penalty for a knowing and willful violation shall 
not be more than ten thousand dollars or two hundred percent of the violation. whichever is greater. "Knowing 
and willful". for purposes of this Subsection. means conduct which could bave been avoided through the exercise 
of due diligence. The civil penalties provided for in R.S. 18: 1505.5 shall be inapplicable to violations of 
Subsection H or I. Enforcement of Subsections H and 1 shall be in the same manner provided for in Part VI 
of this Chapter. 

(2) The supervisory committee shall institute civil proceedings to collect the civil penalties provided for 
in this Subsection as soon as the committee determines. as a result of its review and investigation of any sworn 
complaint or other document or information received by the supervisory committee, that a violation of 
Subsection H or I of this Section has occurred. If the supervisory committee makes a determination of such 
violation at least ten days prior to the election in which the candidate. treasurer. or chairman of a political 
committee in apparent violation is participating. the supervisory committee shall institute such civil proceedings 
at least by the fourth calendar day prior to the election. 

K.(l) During any four year calendar period commencing January I. 1991 and every fourth year thereafter. 
no person shall contribute more than one hundred thousand dollars to any political committee or any subsidiary 
committee of such political committee. other than the principal or any subsidiary committee of a candidate. 
Such limitation on a contribution shall not apply to any contribution from a national political committee to an 
affiliated regional or state political committee. 

(2) The provisions of this Subseetion shall not apply to contributions made by a recognized political party 
or any committee thereof. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §I. elf. Jon. I. 1981. Amended ITy Acts 1982. No. 266. §I. ejJ. July 18. 1982; Acts 
1988. No. 994. §I. elf. Jon. I. 1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §I. elf. Jon. I. 1990; Acts 1990. No. 180. §I. elf. Jon. 
1.1991; Acts 1990. No. 997. §I. elf. Jon. 1.1991; Acts 1992. No. 949. §I. ejJ. Jon. I. 1993; Acts 1993. No. 199. 
§§I and 2. ejJ. June I. 1993. 

NOTE: See Acts 1988. No. 994. 14. elf. Jon. I. 1989. 

11505.3. Subterfuge to avoid compliaDce with Chapter 

A. As more specifically provided in R.S. 18:1491.3(0). no committee sball nominally support an additional 
candidate or candidates for the purpose of avoiding designation as a subsidiary committee and the requirements 
of this Chapter. The committee chainnan of any committee which violates the provisions of said Subsection 
D shall be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 18:1505.4. R.S. 18:1505.5. and R.S. 18:1505.6. 

B. As more specifically provided in R.S. 18:1491.2(B) no political committee shal1 dissolve and reorganize 
under a modified name. charter. or organizatioDa! structure as a subterfuge to avoid the reporting and other 
requirements of this Chapter. The chainnan of any committee(s) whicb violates the provisions of said 
'Subsection B sbalI be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 18:1505.4. R.S. 18:1505.5. and R.S. 18:1505.6. 
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C. As more specifically provided in R.S. 18:1491.5(B)(2)(b) and R.S. 18:1495.3(B)(2)(b), no person shall 
sell or buy campaign paraphernalia in successive single transactions for amounts below those for which specific 
records are required as a subterfuge 10 avoid the requirements of this Chapter. Any person who violates the 
provisions of said Paragraphs shall be subject 10 the penalties provided in RS. 18:1505.4, R.S. 18:1505.5, and 
R.S. 18:1505.6. 

'. 
Acts 1980. No. 786, §1, elf. Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §1, eft. Jan. 1, 1989. 

§lSOS,4. Civil penalties; failure to !'de; timely BDd Bccurate riling 

A.(J) Any candidate, the treasurer or chairman of a political committee, or any other person required to 
file any reports under this Chapter, who knowingly fails to file or who knowingly fails to timely file any such 
reports as are required by this Chapter shall be assessed a civil penalty for each day until such report is filed. 

(2) The amount of such penalty shall be: 

(a) Not less than one hundred dollars per day, nor in excess of five hundred dollars per day, ~ot to exceed 
ten thousand dollars, for each candidate for major office and any treasurer or chairman of any comnuttee or 
person supporting or opposing such a candidate; 

(b) Not less than thirty dollars per day, nor in excess of three hundred dollars per day and not to exceed 
five thousand dollars for any candidate for district office and any treasurer or chairman of any committee or 
person supporting or opposing such a candidate; and . 

(c) Not in excess of one hundred dollars per day, not to exceed three thousand dollars for any candidate 
for all other offices and any treasurer or chairman of any committee or person supporting or opposing such a 
candidate. 

(3) If a treasurer or chairman of a committee or person required to file is supporting or opposing candidates 
with differeni penalty levels, the penalty shall be the highest penalty for any such candidates. 

B. Any candidate, the treasurer or chairman of any political committee, or any other person required to file 
reports under this Chapter who knowingly and willfully fails to disclose, or knowingly and willfully fails to 
accurately disclose, any information required by this Chapter to be disclosed in the reports required herein, shall 
be assessed a civil penalty for each day until such information is disclosed by amendment to the appropriate 
report of such candidate, political committee, or other person. "Knowingly and willfully", for purposes of this 
Subsection, means conduC! which could have been avoided through the exercise of due diligence. Such penalties 
shall be 'as provided in Subsection A above. 

Acts 1980, No. 786. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1981. Amended by Acts 1982. No. 266, §1. eft. July 18. 1982; Acts 
1988. No. 994. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1989; Acts 1989. No. 179. §1. eft. Jan. 1. 1990; Acts 1990. No. 180. §1. eft. Jan. 
1. 1991. 

§l505.5. Civil penalties; vioJatiODS of Chapter 

A. Except as provided in RS. 18:1505.4. any person who knowingly and willfully violates any provision 
of RS. 18:1505.2 or RS. 18:1505.3 or any other provision of this Chapter shall be assessed a civil penalty for 
each violation. "Knowingly and willfully", for purposes of this Subsection. means conduct which could have 
been avoided through the exercise of due diligence. 

B. The amount of such penalty shall be: 

(I) Not in excess of five hundred dollars for each candidate for a major office and any treasurer or 
chairman of any committee or person supporting or opposing such a candidate; 

(2) Not in excess of three hundred dollars for any candidate for district office and any treasurer or chairman 
of any committee or person supporting or opposing such a candidate; and 

(3) Not in excess of one hundred dollars for any candidate for all other offices and any treasurer or 
chairman of any committee or person supporting or opposing such a candidate. 

C. If a treasurer or chairman of a committee or person required to file is supporting or opposing candidates 
with different penalty levels. the penalty shall be the highest penalty for any such candidates. Each day of 
violation. if applicable. shall constitute a separate offense. Maximum civil penalties imposed under this Section 
shall be as provided in R.S. 18:1505.4(A). ' 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §1, eft. Jan. 1. 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 266, §1. eft. July 18. 1982; 
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§1S05.6. Criminal penalties 

A.O) It shall be unlawful for any candidate, treasurer, or chainnan of a political committee, or any other 
person required to file repons under this Pan to knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently fail to file or knowingly, 
wilfully, and fraudulently fail to timely file any such repon. 

(2) Any candidate, treasurer, or chairman of a political committee, or any other person required to file 
repons under this Chapter who knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently fails to file such repon or knowingly, 
wilfully, and fraudulently fails to file such repon timely shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to not more than 
six months in a parish jailor to pay a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or both. 

B.O) It shall be unlawful for any candidate, treasurer, or chairman of a political committee, or any other 
person required to file repons under the Chapter knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently to fail to disclose, or 
knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently to disclose inaccurately, any information required to be disclosed in the 
repons required by this Chapter. 

(2) Any candidate, treasurer, or chairman of a political committee, or any other person required to file such 
repons who knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently fails to disclose any such information or who knowingly, 
wilfully, and fraudulently fails to accurately disclose such information shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to 
not in excess of six months in the parish jailor to pay a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or both. 

C. Any candidate, chairman of a political committee, treasurer, person required to file repons under this 
Chapter, or any other person who knowingly, wilfully, and fraudulently violates any provision of RS. 18: 1505.2 
or R.S. 18:1505.3, or any other provision of this Chapter shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to not in excess 
of six months in the parish jailor to pay a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or both. 

ACls 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. Acts 1988, No. 994, §I, eff. Jan. I, 1989. 

PART VI. ENFORCEMENT 

§l511.1, Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance DisclosnrelBoard of Ethics for Elected Offidals; 
functions; compensation; Immunity 

A. The Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure is established. The Board of Ethics for 
Elected Officials, as established in R.S. 42: 1132, shall function as the supervisory committee to administer and 
enforce the provisions of this Chapter and the rules, regulations, and orders issued hereunder. The members of 
the Board of Ethics for Elected Officials shall constitute the supervisory committee. 

B. The members of the supervisory committee shall be paid the same per diem as members of the 
legislature for each day of attendance at committee meetings, and shall receive reimbursement for vouchered 
traveling, lodging, and other expenses at the rate established for state employees. 

C. The members of the supervisory committee shall be immune from any civil liability for any official 
action taken in the exercise of their functions pursuant to or in connection with the provisions of this Chapter, 
except any wrongful and malicious act or gross negligence. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I. eff. Jan. I, 1981. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 59, §I, eff. June 17, 1981. 

§1511.2. Supervisory CommIttee; rnIe-making authority; advisory opinions 

A. The supervisory committee may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedures Act £ necessary to effectuate the provisions and purposes of this Chapter. Such rules 
shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Chapter and may include but shall not be limited to any rule 
to: 

(1) Provide for operations of the committee and for committee investigations and proceedings pursuant to 
this Chapter. 

(2) Qarify a provision of this Chapter. 

(3) Define a term used in this Chapter .. 

(4) Apply a general provision of this Chapter or of a committee rule or regulation to specific circumstances. 

(5) Provide for preparation and distribution of forms for all repons required by this Chapter, as provided 
in R.S. 18:1511.3, and to provide instructions and explanation for the completion of such forms. 
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B. The supervisory committee may render an advisory opinion concerning the application of a general 
provision of this Chapter. or a general provision prescribed as a rule or regulation by the committee. The 
supervisory committee may render an opinion in response to a request by any public official. any candidate for 
public office. any political committee. or the committee may render an advisory opinion on its own initiative. 
Such an opinion shall not constitute a rule under the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act and the 
supervisory committee shall not be subject to that Act in carrying out the provisions of this Subsection. 

Acts 1980. No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. 

§lS11.3. FHing of reports; forms; notice 

A. All reports required by this Chapter shall be filed with the supervisory committee as otherwise provided 
in this Chapter on forms provided by the supervisory committee. The supervisory committee shall prepare forms 
for all reports required by this Chapter in conformity with the requirements of this Chapter and shall cause such 
forms to be printed and sufficient copies thereof furnished to the clerks of court and in Orleans Parish to the 
clerk of the criminal district court, who shall make them available to all persons required to file reports under 
the provisions of this Chapter. All forms shall contain instructions directing the person filing with whom to file 
reports. It is the intent of the legislature that the supervisory committee shall provide forms in a simple format 
in conformity with the requirements of this Chapter. 

B. The supervisory committee shall prepare and distribute to the general public through the offices of the 
clerks of court and in Orleans Parish the office of the clerk of the criminal district court, booklets of explanation 
and instruction concerning the provisions of this Chapter in such a manner as to inform the citizens of this state 
as to the procedures and requirements of this Chapter. The supervisory committee may publish and distribute 
additional material to assist persons in complying with the provisions of this Chapter. 

C. The supervisory committee shall take all action necessary to receive and file the reports, statements. 
documents. and papers filed with them under the provisions of this Chapter. The supervisory committee shall 
make photostatic copies of all reports filed or forwarded to the committee available to the public for inspection 
immediately upon receipt thereof. 

D. The supervisory committee shall retain all reports for six years from the date of filing. 

E. The supervisory committee shall notify each person who bas qualified for office the preceding year and 
whose last filed disclosure report reflects a deficit, each person who filed a supplemental repon the preceding 
year which reflected a deficit, and each declared but unqualified candidate who filed a repon the previous year. 
of the date that the annual report as provided in R.S. 18:1481.6(E) and 18:1495.4(E) is due and of the. 
information required in the repon. Each notice shall be mailed at least thirty days prior to the date the repon 
is due; however. failure by the supervisory committee to notify a candidate. committee, or other person as 
required by this Subsection shall not bar or be a defense to any action brought against a candidate, treasurer or 
chairman of any committee. or other person by the supervisory committee under the provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 652, §1. Acts 1984, No. 466, §1; 
Acts 1990. No. 1088, §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1991. 

§lSll.4. Supenisory committee; investigations 

A. The supervisory committee may investigate any apparent or alleged violation of this Chapter. The 
supervisory committee may initiate such an investigation when. as a result of its review of reports. other 
documents or information. filed under provisions of this Chapter. three members deterotine that there is reason 
to believe a violation of this Chapter bas occurred, and it shall initiate an investigation when it makes such a 
determination upon receipt of a sworn complaint filed with the supervisory committee by any person who 
believes a violation of the Chapter bas occurred. 

B. In any investigation under the authority of this Chapter. the supervisory committee may examine or audit 
records and reports required to be maintained or filed under the provisions of this Chapter. 

C.(1) Pursuant to its authority under this Chapter the supervisory committee shall have the power and 
authority to hold hearings. to subpoena wimesses. administer oaths. compel the production of books, records. 
and papers. public and private. require the submission under oath of written reports or answers to questions. and 
to do all that is necessary to effect the provisions of this Chapter. 
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(2) Upon motion by an affected pony including, but not limited to, a candidate, committee, any member 
of a committee, a prospective wimess or any person whose books, records, papers, or other documents are the 
subject of any subpoena, and for good cause shown, any district court within the jurisdiction of which any 
inquiry is being conducted may make any order which justice requires to protect such person from annoyance, 
embarrassment, oppression, or undue burden or expense, including one or more of the following: 

(a) That the inquiry not be h.;a. 

(b) That the inquiry may be had only upon specified terms and conditions including a designation of the 
time and place. 

(c) That the inquiry shall be conducted by a method other than selected by the supervisory committee. 

(d) That certain matters not be inquired into or that the scope of the inquiry be limited to certain matters. 

(e) That the inquiry be conducted with no one present except persons designated by the court. 

D. Upon petition by the supervisory committee, any district court within the jurisdiction of wbich any 
inquiry is being carried on may, in case of refusal to obey a subpoena or order of the supeivisory committee 
issued pursuant to this Chapter, issue an order requiring compliance. Any failure to obey the order of the court 
may be punished by the court as a contempt thereof. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1981. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 59, §1, eff. June 17, 1981. 

§ 1511.5, Procedure for euCorcemeut; civil 

A.(l) When the results of the investigation by the supervisory committee indicate that a violation of this 
Cbapter bas occurred which is subject to civil penalties, the supervisory committee is authorized to file civil 
proceedings to collect the civil penalties provided in R.S. 18:1505.4 and R.S. 18:15055. 

(2) The supervisory committee shall, by the fourth calendas day prior to an election, institute civil 
proceedings to collect the civil penalties provided in R.S. 18: 1505.4(A) against any candidate or principal 
campaign committee participating in an election if all reports required to be filed on or before the tenth day prior 
to the election by the candidate or principal campaign committee bave not been received in the offices of the 
supervisory committee by the close of business on the fifth calendas day prior to the election. 

(3) Except as provided in R.S. 18:1511.7, these proceedings sba11 be filed in the district court of the parish 
in which the candidate, chairman or treasurer of the political committee, or other person required to file reports, 
is domicired. The proceedings shall be by rule to show cause and shall be conducted pursuant 10 the relevant 
provisions of the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure. . 

B. In determining the amount of the civil penalty to be assessed, the district court shall take into 
consideration, where applicable, the reason for the failure to file timely, or the reason for failing to disclose 
required iuCormation, or the reason for inaccurately disclosing required iuCormation; the nature of the office 
sought by the candidate, or the nature of the office or offices sought by a candidate supported or opposed, in 
the case of a political committee or other person; the significance of the information undiselosed or, where 
appropriate, inaccurately disclosed to the voting public; and whether or not the candidate, chairman or treasurer 
of the political committee, or other person actually bas filed a report or disclosed such information prior to the 
election or prior to the institution of the rule to sbow cause. 

C. A judgment of 8 district court assessing such civil penalties may be appea1ed suspensively to the 
appropriate court of appea1 according to the provisions of the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure. 

D. A judgment assessing civil penalties sba11 become executory when all delays for appeal bave expired 
according to the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, and may be enforced as any other money judgment; 
bowever, the proceeds of sucb civil penalties sba11 be paid directly 10 the treasurer of the state of Louisiana. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §1, efJ. Jan. I, 1981. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 266, §1, eff. July 18, 1982; Acts 
1988, No. 994, §1, efJ. Jan. I, 1989. 

§1511.6, Procedures for euforcemeut; crImIJaat 
A. When the results of the supervisory committee's investigation indicate that a knowing, willful, and 

fraudulent violation of this Chapter bas occurred. the supervisory committee sba11 forward all information 
concerning the alleged violation to the district attorney of the judicial district in which the alleged violation bas 
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occurred who shall review such infOlmation and make such investigation and initiate such prosecution as he shall 
deem necessary; except, if the violation occurred with regard to a campaign for the office of district attorney 
for the judicial district in which the violation took place, the committee shall forward all information concerning 
the alleged violation to the attorney general who, for cause, when authorized by the court which would have 
original jurisdiction and subject to judicial review, shall proceed with such criminal prosecutions as are provided 
by this Chapter. 

B. Only the district attorney or attorney general may initiate criminal actions under the provisions of this 
Chapter. Initiation of such criminal actions by the district attorney or attorney general shall be on the basis of 
information forwarded by the supervisory committee to the district attorney or attorney general or on the basis 
of such other information as may be available to the district attorney or the attorney general. The supervisory 
committee shall have no authority to initiate prosecution. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eff. Jon. I, 1981. 

§1SH.7. Venue 

A. Actions or proceedings for violation of R.S. 18:1505.1 shall be brought in the parish of East Baton 
Rouge. 

B. Except as provided in Subsection A, actions or prosecutions for any violation of this Chapter shall be 
brought in the parish of the domicile of the offender and prosecutions shall be instituted by the district attorney 
of that parish. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eff. Jon. I, 1981. 

§1Sll.8. Secrecy of proceedings 

A. Each complaint received by the supervisory committee, each review by the committee of reports for 
compliance with the provisions of this Chapter, and all information forwarded to or gathered by the supervisory 
committee with regard to such complaints or reviews and all investigation and proceedings of the supervisory 
committee with regard to the same shall be kept strictly confidential until such time that action with which the 
supervisory committee or the district attorney has proceeded, or in the case of possible criminal violations in 
campaigns for district attorney any action with which the anorney general has proceeded, becomes a public 
record, the prescriptive period has elapsed, or the matter is otherwise finally disposed of. In no event shall such 
records, evidence, testimony, notes or other data become public records unless and until civil or criminal charges 
have been instituted in accordance with this Chapter. This prohibition, however, shall not preclude the 
supervisory committee from: (a) divulging statistical information concerning complaints, reviews, alleged 
violations, referrals to district attorneys, and similar matters, or (b) divulging that a review or investigation was 
made or a complaint received with regard to a person or committee, and, upon investigation, no substantial 
reason was found to believe that a violation of this Chapter has occurred. 

B. The anorney general or district anorney shall, prior to the use of any such accounts or records in any 
criminal proceeding, file a motion in a court of proper jurisdiction requesting a determination by such court of 
the relevancy or materiality of such accounts or records to a prosecution for violation of this Chapter. The court 
shall render such determination at an in camera proceeding which shall be confidential and not open to the 
public. If the court determines that the aforementioned accounts or records are relevant and material to the 
prosecution in accordance with this Chapter, then such accounts or records shall cease to be Confidential in 
nature and may be introduced as evidence in a criminal proceeding without further restriction. The proceedings 
in connection with this Subsection shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Louisiana Code 
of Criminal Procedure' governing motions to suppress evidence. . 

C. Prior to the use of any such accounts or records in any civil proceeding, the supervisory committee shall 
file a motion in a court of proper jurisdiction requesting a determination by such court of the relevancy or 
materiality of such accounts or records to an action for violation of this Chapter. The court shall render such 
determination at an in camera proceeding which shall be confidential and not open to the public. If the court 
determines that the aforementioned accounts or records are relevant and material to an action in accordance with 
this Chapter, then such accounts or records shall cease to be confidential in nature and may be introduced as 
evidence in a proceeding without further restriction. 

Acts 1980, No. 786, §I, eff. Jon. I, 198/. 

I LSA.C.Cr.P. An. 703. 
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§tSH.9. Immunity from prosecution; prohibition 

No person shall be granted immunity from prosecution for testimony or for providing information in 
connection with any investigation or proceeding conducted under the provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §I. eff. Jan. I. 1981. 

§iSH. to. False complaints 

Any person who knowingly and willfully files a false complaint with the supervisory committee. any person 
who knowingly and willfully discloses the contents of any complaint, any person who knowingly and willfully 
discloses any information forwarded to the appropriate officials with such a complaint. or any person who 
knowingly and willfully discloses any proceedings of the supervisory committee before any action with which 
the supervisory committee or district attorney has proceeded or. in the case of criminal actions relating to 
campaigns for district attorney. any action with which the attorney general has proceeded. becomes a public 
record. or before the prescriptive period has elapsed or the matter is otherwise finally disposed of. shall be gUilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not in excess of five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not in excess of 
six months, or both. The supervisory committee, district attorney or the attorney general investigating any 
complaint filed with the supervisory committee or any matter under their review or investigation under the 
provisions of this Chapter may concurrently investigate such complaint with a view to determining if there has 
been any violation of this Chapter, or if the complainant has knowingly and willfully filed a false complaint. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §I. eff. Jan. I, 1981. 

§lSH.H. Precedence of actioDS; limitation of actioDS 

A. Any action hrought under the provisions of this Chapter shall be advanced on the docket of the district 
court in which. filed, and shall take precedence over and be considered in advance of all other actions other than 
actions hrought under this Chapter. 

B. Actions for violation of this Chapter must be commenced before one year has elapsed from the date of 
the violation. 

Acts 1980. No. 786. §I, eff. Jan. I, 1981. 

§lSH.l%. Legislative lutent 

In amending and reenacting this Chapter in 1980 and subsequently, it is and was the intent of the legislature 
that the provisions of R.S. 18:1491.6(0) and R.S. 18:1495.4(0) are remedial and supplemental in nature and, 
therefore, shall apply retroactively to candidates and committees which were covered by the deficit reporting 
provisions of this Chapter before and after such amendments. 

Added by Acts 1982. No. 266. §I, eff. July 18, 1982. 

PART vn. ELECTION DAY EXPENDITURES 

§1531, Transportation or voters 

A. No person or political committee shall accept or agree to accept, either directly or indirectly, from a 
candidate, a political committee, or a person required to file reports pursuant to R.S. 18:1505.1, or from a person 
on behalf of a candidate, a political committee, or a person so required to file reports, anything of economic 
value, including any reimbursement of costs, for the purpose of conveying an elector or causing an elector to 
be conveyed in a motor vehicle to a polling place for the purpose of voting in an election or to any place where 
absentee voting is being conducted for the purpose of voting absentee, or for driving or being in charge of any 
motor vehicle being so used. 

B. No candidate, political committee, or person required to file reports pursuant to R.S. 18:1505.1, and no 
person on behalf of a candidate, 8 political committee, or a person so required to file reports, shall pay, or agree 
or offer to pay, anything of economic value, including any reimbursement of costs, to any person or political 
committee for the purpose of conveying an elector or causing an elector to be conveyed in 8 motor vehicle to 
a polling place for the purpose of voting in an election or to any place where absentee voting is being conducted 
for the purpose of voting absentee, or for driving or being in charge of a motor vehicle being so used. 
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C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be assessed a civil fine of not more than two 
thousand five hundred doHars. On a second violation, or any succeeding violation, the penalty shall be a civil 
fine of not more than five thousand dollars. The provisions of R.S. 18:1505.6 shall not apply to violations of 
this Section. 

0.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable to any person who gratuitously transports voters 
'to the polls on election day or who gratuitously transports voters to vote absentee. 

(2) The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit paying or offering or agreeing to pay any bona fide 
bus, taxi, or tranSportation service, which holds a license or permit duly issued by the appropriate governmental 
entity and which regularly does business in the area, to convey an elector to vote or vote absentee, nor shall this 
Section prohibit any such bus, taxi, or tranSportation service from accepting or agreeing to accept such a 
payment. 

Added by Acts 1981. No. 716. §I, eft. July 23, 1981; Acts 1993, No. 199, §J, eff. June 1, 1993. 

§ 1532. Disclosure of expenditures for eJection day 

A. Repealed by Acts 1990, No. 180, §2. effective January 1, 1991. 

B. In addition to all other reports required by this Chapter, not later than ten days after a primary election 
and not later than ten days after a general election, each candidate, each political committee, and each person 
requited to file reports pursuant to this Chapter shalJ file a repon with the supervisory committee. on such form 
as the committee shall provide, which shall include: 

(1) The total amount of expenditures the candidate, committee, or person requited to repon has made for 
each category of expenditures listed below for services performed or advertising broadcast or published on 
election day: 

(a) Television advertising. 

(b) Radio advertising. 

(c) Newspaper advertising. 

(d) Services by election day workers paid by the candidate, committee, or other person required to repon. 

(e) Contributions or expenditures to organizations for election day activities or services in support of a 
candidate or candidates or in opposition to a candidate or candidates. 

(2) The name, address, and social security number of each individual to whom a monetary expenditure was 
made by the candidate, committee, or person requited to file, for services performed on election day. 

(3) The name, address, and social security number of each individual to whom a monetary expenditure was 
made by an organization, to whom the candidate, committee, or person has made a contribution or expenditure 
for purposes of the support of the organization, for services performed on election day and the name and address 
of the organization. Such information shall be provided to the candidate, committee, or person requited to report 
under this Section by the organization to whom the candidate, committee, or person made a contribution or 
expenditure for purposes of the suppon of the organization. 

(4) The name and address of any person, as defined in RS. 18:1483, to whom the candidate, committee, 
or person requited to report made an expenditure directly or indirectly for services performed or advertising 
broadcast or published on eJection day, except as reponed pursuant to Paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(5) The amount paid to each individual listed pursuant to Paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) and the purpose of 
the payment. 

Acts 1988. No. 994, §I,.eft. Jon. 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 180, §2, eft. Jon. 1, 1991. 

CHAPTER 12. REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

§§1651 • 1844. RedesignDted by Acts 1991, No. 74, §3. See, now, Tille 11. 
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CHAPTER 13. CENSUS DATA FOR REAPPORTIONMENT 

§1901. Purpose 

It is the purpose of this Chapier to provide for participation by the state of Louisiana in programs of the 
Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce which provide for furnishing census 
information to the states for purposes of reapponionment, pursuant to federal laws for that purpose. 

Added by Acts 1976, No. 626, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1976. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982. 

§1902. Slate liaison 

A. The secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees, jointly, 
shall serve as the state liaison with the United States Bureau of the Census on all matters rClated to the 
tabulation of population and other census information for purposes of reapponionmeot. The secretary and the 
clerk, jointly, may submit to the bureau, on behalf of the state, a plan identifying the geographic areas for which 
specific tabulations of population or £ other census information are desired for reapponionment purposes, in 
accordance with criteria established by the United States Secretary of Commerce, and may supply such other 
information as may be required by the census bureau or the Secretary of Commerce in order to furnish the state 
such tabulations. 

B. The secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, jointly, shall furnish the 
parish governing authorities and the parish registrars of voters instructions and assistance to enable them to 
provide the secretary and the clerk such maps and information as may be necessary to comply timely with the 
census bureau requirements. 

Added by Acts 1976, No. 626, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1976. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982,
Acts 1985, No. 670, §1, eff. July 16, 1985. 

§l903. Precincts; bonndary changes 

A. No election precinct shall be created, divided, abolished, or consolidated, or the boundaries thereof 
otherwise changed between January 1 of any year which last digit is nine and December 31 of any year which 
last digit is zero unless ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction or by reason of an annexation or other 
change ill the boundaries of a municipality. 

B. If a change in the boundaries of a precinct is made as specified in Subsection A above, during the time 
specified therein, the affected governing body shall, within fifteen days after the entry of the court order, or the 
date of the ordinance changing the municipal boundaries, send to the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of 
the House of Representatives a cenified copy of the order or ordinance and a copy of a map showing the new 
boundaries together with a corrected word description of such boundaries. The secretary and the clerk shall 
likewise be notified of appeals filed, changes in ordinances, or other actions that pertain to any such order or 
ordinance. 

Added by Acts 1976, No. 626, §eff. Aug. 4, 1976. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982,
Acts 1985, No. 670, §1,·eff. July 16, 1985. 

§l904. Cooperation of state agendes and officials 

A. All state agencies and officials shall cooperate with the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the 
House of Representative in canying out the purposes of this Chapter and shall furnish the secretary and clerk 
all such statistical information, maps, and other data as they may request to comply with requirements of the 
census bureau. 

B. The office of public wodes in the Department of Transportation and Development and the assistant 
secretary of public works, the State Planning Office and its director, and the office of highways and its assistant 
secretary shall assist the secretary and clerk in submitting the required plan to the census bureau and shall 
prepare and provide such maps as may be necessary at the request of the secretary and clerk. 

Added by Acts 1976, No. 626, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1976. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982; 
Acts 1985, No. 670, §1, eff. July 16, 1985. 
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§ 1905. Cooperation of local governments and officials 

All parish and municipal governing authorities and officials shall cooperate with the secretary of the Senate 
and clerk of the House of Representatives in carrying out the purposes of this Chapter and shall furnish to the 
secretary and clerk upon request such information as may be required by the census bureau. including but not 
limited to precinct maps. . 

Added by Acts 1976. No. 626. §1. eff. Aug. 4. 1976. Amended by Acts 1982. No. 559. §1. eff. July 22. 1982. 

§1906. Tabulation for reapportionment; legislature 

In accordance with Article m. Section 6(A) of the Consfitution of Louisiana, the tabulation of population 
for each decennial census on the basis of which the legislature shall reapportion the representation in each house 
shall be the tabulation of population reported and transmitted by the United States Bureau of the Census to the 
governor and the legislature within one year after the census date. under the proviSions of Public Law 94-171. 
Such tabulation of popUlation shall be the sole basis for the establishment of legislative districts. and no other 
or subsequent tabulation of population shall be considered or utilized in such reapportionment. 

Acts 1990. No. 288. §1. eff. July 5. 1990. 

CHAPTER 13-A. LOCAL REAPPORTIONMENT 

§l92J. Applicability 

This Cbapter applies to any local governing body. including but not limited to any police jury, city or parish 
council, or school board, which is required under the constitution or laws of this state or of the United States 
to reapportion' its voting districts following each decennial census. 

Acts 1984, No. 672, §1. 

§ 1922. Time for reapportionment; submission noder Voting Rigbts Act 

A. Unless a different period of time is specified by the constitution or by statute, the governing authority 
of each local governing body shall reapportion its voting districts by the end of the year following the year in 
which the population of this state is reported to the president of the United States for each decennial census. 

B. If the governing body is subject to the preclearance provisions of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965,· the goveming authority shall submit the reapportionment plan to the Department of Justice no later 
than one hundred and twenty days after the adoption of the reapportionment plan by the governing authority. 

Acts 1984, No. 672, §1. 

*42 U.s.C. 1971 et seq. 

§1923. Fallure to comply; misfeasance; sanctions 

A. Failure to meet any of the requiJements of R.S. 18:1922 shall be misfeasance in office. 

B. Failure to meet any of the requiJements of R.S. 18:1922 may subject the local governing authority to 
the sanction of baving the amount of any state revenue sharing funds payable to that governing authority 
withheld, reduced, or both. 

Acts 1984, No. 672. §1. 

CHAPTER 13-B. LOCAL SUBMISSIONS PURSUANT TO 
THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

11941. Voting RIghts Act snbmIsslon by political subdivisions; copy to secretary of state 

A. Each political subdivision of this state which submits any proposed cbange in voting practice or 
procedure to the Department of Justice pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965· shall, at the 
same time as the submission, send a copy of its submission. by certified mail, to the secretary of state. 1be 
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political subdivision shall also send to the secretary of state, by celtified mail, a copy of any response to the 
submission received from the Department of Justice. 

B. The entity responsible for sending a copy of the submission and any response thereto to the secretary 
of state, as required pursuant to this Section, is the submitting authority as defined in the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

Acts 1984, No. 672, §1. 

*42 U.s. c. 1971, et seq. 

CHAPTER 14. REAPPORTIONMENT MAPS 

§1951. Maps of reapportioned districts; Department of Transportation and Development 

The Department of Transportation and Development is authorized to prepare maps of the Louisiana 
congressional districts, legislative districts, Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
districts, and Louisiana Public Service Commission districts following reappoltionment of the districts as 
otherwise provided by law. 

Added by Acts 1983, No. 519, §2, eff. July 8, 1983; Acts 1991, No. 330, §1, eff. July 6, 1991. 
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Affidaviu, small campaigna, U91.8 

CoDaolidat.~t 1491.3 
Cont_nu, 1491.7 

Times and periods, 1491.6 

Subsidiary eCllZlllit.t .... 1483, 1491.3 

Treasurers, 1491.4 

Prahibit:ed l'rac:ti,c .. , liai:ta'ticm5, 1505.1 at. seq. 

Propo.iticn elect:icms, 1486 

Public offiee, defined, 1483 

Purpose, 1482 

iaportiJIg 

~., 1491.6, 1495.4 

De.fieit., nt:ro&e'tiva appUcat:iou, 1511.12 

Porlod, defiDod 1483 

laporte 

l.ilun ~ fUe 'timely. 1505.1 

r.ilDre u, submit. 1505.1 
lillllg, 1.511.3 

Small ~gDa, aff~it:s, 1491.8. 1495.6 

Special Jm'V1a~ in 1991, 41S 

Subterbp., 1505.3 

Supe%Viaory COIDi~u. _lao.,. opillioua, 1511.2 

DefiDod, 1483 

E'tbica for .lec~ed off1ciaU. bo.ard of, l' U..1 

lo=-. 1511.3 

rUDC~t 1511.1 

&:amicy, .uers, 1511.1 

lDa~rue'tion, 1511.3 

brves~ip.tioDa, 1511.4 

8o~ifiea'tiODt 1'11.3 

Report.. racei~ &Dd nuueion, 15 11.3 

Pap 197 

(CAllPAJ:GIi nJWICE, Coutilmad) 

Rul.~ing autborit.y, 1511.2 

Tranafer of fuDda, defiDad, 1483 

Tranaporu'Cicm of vot.era, 1531 

CARDmA:rES 

Generally, 451 ae aeq. 

Ballou, a.. ABSIR'lD BALlDl"S and 

MCIIIRE BALtDrS 

Bribery, 1469 

Campaign finaD.ce discloaure. 1495.1 e't .. q. 

AckDcNl.edgemeut, 463 

Liae of eamHdaee., '470. 1 

Cen.ifica'tiou. 513 

Claa.ificaeiou, 452 

Coasr-s.ioDal, 1274 

Diaqualifica'tiOD, 494 

Dual candidacy, 453 

neceion 

C..ral, 513 

Primary, 511 

i'Ddoreeaent., CO'D'tribu.eiCIU prohibieed, 1468 

Govaruor. finaDcial a'taeemaue, 463 

Name., prin'ting on ballo'ta, 463 

1f00000000'ting pe'ti'ti.cma, 465 

Dbposit:l.on, 470 

Special pravisions-1991, 414 

Ifo'tice of camUdac.y, 463 

Diapoai'tiou, 470 

Special Jm'Via~-199I, 414 

Haber 'to be voeed, 522 

Objaceio'Ds 'to camSiucy, ••• OBJECTlClfS 

tv CARDlIIAC! 

Polieical party committ •• s, 446 

Pruidantial pnf.n=. primary, 1280.22 

~iflc.t~, 4S1 

~if1iJ1g, .. e QI6L1nIJC 

UDoppo .. d. 511, '512 

Voeiq: ucb:i:Dea. a.. VC'l'lRG I!IACEIIR!S 
lia'tCbera t 435 

Vitbdralral, ... 1lI'I'BDPWAT 

CZIIS1IS 

Cooperatim> of officials 

Local SOftm.uea, 1905 

Su.te apncw, 1904 

Li.d.aon, s'taU, 1902 

hrtlcipatim>, 190 1 

Pncwes 
Bcnm4ary cJw::taas. 532.1. 1903 

Ea'tabl1alDen't I 532 

",AT TJP!!S , ... .&BSIII'I'IB VD'l"IIIG ad 



CI.I!US 

Defined, 2, 1302 

CI.I!US or aJURT 
" .. 

Acu perfomeci. 471 

Chief election officer. pariah, 422 

~.i0D8rat 431 et .eq. 

DefiDed, 2 

Election date change. net.ice, 469 

Election expenses, 1400.3 

Election realms, •• e RE"l'tJRNS 

Election supervisors, beards of 

'arub 423 

State, 23 

Notices of candidacy, 470 

Object:icma t.o cazuiidacy, cont.ests of elect.ions 

See alao OB.DC'l'ICIfS TO CdDIMCT ami UiiIESIS 

OF ELECTlDRS 

Service of proceas, agent., 1407 

Qual.ifYia&, local candidat:es, 462 

legiat:ered. vot:en, emmal lists, 175 

Itt. .nts to registrars, 171, 172., 174 

Voting _chiDea, pariab cuatod.iana. 1354 

OOJ l!cps ARD UNIVDSlTIES 

Aba.utee voting, 1303 

Election Supervisora, St:ate Board. of, 23 

Stud.enu t voter regiat:ration. 101 

aMfiSSllllEllS 

Absentee c~.sicner8, 1314 

Alternate -·cOlllDisaionera 

CoIIImiasiou, 434 

Compenaat:ion, 426 

Diaqualificat~, 434 

GaUl, 42.6 

POlitical party affillotion, 426 

QualificatioDa, 426 

lemoval, 434 

leplac-.ut, 434 

Selection, 434 

!oDd. debt aDd ~ elections, 1286 

CaaDiaa:Lcmera 

Commisaion, 434 

Compen .. ticm, 425 

Course of :baatnctioa., 431 

Special prcwiaicma-1991, 412 

Di.qualification, 434 

llumber, 425 

Oath, 425 
Political ftArty affiliation, 425 

Qwalificatiana, "25 

Iuaval, 434 

lapiac.aent., 434 

Pap 198 

(CIHIlSSlOIII!BS, CcmtlDued) 

Salec'Cion, 434 

Commiaaionera-in-eharge 

CoIai. .. ion, 433 

Compensation, 424 

Course of instruction. 433 

Disqualification, 433 
Nwaber, 424 

Oath, 424 

Political party affiliation, la24 

~lificaticDJi, 424 

llamoval, 433 

Replacement, 433 

Selection, 433 

Tem, 433 

VaeaDCY, 433 

fraud conviction, employment prohibited, 1467 

IDfD~tiODal pamphlet, 421 
lD5truet~. course. of. 431, 433 

Cenifica'C8s, 431 

Conatieu.'C.ional ameDdmanu, 431 

EumiDations, 431.1 

.. potts, 1t3} 

lAw anfOrclllDBDt, ... iatance, 428 

Liau 

Certified persona, 431, 433 

VotiDg aacbiDe., place.men:t in, 571 

Number, 425, 1314 

Jla4u.ed.cm., 425.1, 1286.1 

Political party affiliation, 424, 425. 426 

Pred,d.el1tial prefennce primary, 1280.21 

Proposition elec.'tioua, 1300 

bcall elect:l.oDa, 1300.10 

Special el.ect1cma. 436 

Subati~te.t 433, 1287 

Votes, emlD:t!ng, 571 

Vo'tiDg aaelU.Da&, iDapaction, 553 

aMPJIISlTl(ll AID SMAlus 

r.c..a.iaaiou:ra, 425 

Alu%llate ccmaiasioa.ers, 426 

eo.aiad.cmara-m-cbarse, 424 

Electicms, cammissi.cDer of, 17 

Regist.ran aDd empl.oy..a. 55 at seq. 

U&IIISSlOIIAL IIJ!CflCIIS 

Se. aloo IU!CTlIIIS 
CadiAacy, d.ec1.&rat:ion, 1214 

Cont. •• ts, 1280 

Daus, 1272 

Dist.ricts, 1276.3 

Law. appllcaticm, un 
Qoalifi<:&tioDa, 1275 

QoalifyiDg, 1273 



(CCIIGIIIISSIIIW. ELECTIORS. C"nU .. ",d) 

Vacanciu o 1278, 1219 

Votes, c.r~ificacion, 1217 

CXiiSI1iVnCIW. ~ 

Izplanatory atatement, 431. 552. 553 

PramlptiOll. 514 

WHiSIS OY ELECTICBS 

!baaute. ballots t nCOWlt 

Authorisation, 1451 

Coat., 1452 

Procedure, 1433 

Action, 1401 et aeq. 
Auwar, 1406 

Appoal. 1409 
&oDd, abc aDd. ~ e1.8cticm.l. 1294 

Civil procedure, code of, 1414 

Co1l8naaioul decdcnu. 1280 

Coutt cleuDliDati,on, 1431 at: .eq. 

o.poaitiona. 1411 

Election, DeW or natrict.ed. : .32 

Electicma lnusri'ty Caarliaaicm, 44 

riling, frivoleua, 1432 

lrau.d, pleadings of. 10412 

GeDeral aleecion" poat.poDlUllent, 1409 

Judpent, 1409 

Transmittal, 1410 

Judadicticm, 1403 

Notificatiou. 1406 

,. ti 'Ciou. 1406 

Proper partie., 1401, 1402 

heall elections, 1300.17 

.... di ••• 1432, 1433. 1433.1 
Service of pTOC ••• 

qent, appoint:llBllt, 1407 

Proc.du.ra, 11108 

Timo 

Appeal, 1409 

c:c...ncaaDt: I 1405 

CcIIIIpalution, 1413 

Coan appu.raDC8. def.Dime, 1406 

Ja.da:l-nt. • 1409 

Trial, 1409 

Trial. 1.09 

V.mIII , 1404 

Vatias 
lnadulaDt or UlApl. 1431 

iavota. 1433, 1433.1 
1JDccnmud VOUa, 1431 

Voti.D& aacb:l.Dea 

CluriD&. 1376 

Italfune~io1:I., 1'33 

Uaiver of objectiaDa, 1"4 

.... 199 

IlORl'IACTS 

Sigaature digitiaation/verification 

aystem, 22 

VotiDg aachiDes 

DeUvery, 1371 

Storage, 21 

CRTKTRAl uamDS. aee IELOR'f aJfVI.cnoRS; 

~, mmn. AM OKDER OJ' and 

ILICl'l.CIf OiiiRS!S 

DB&:rII 

Abaentee voter, 1317 

Presidential eleetor, 1258 

Qgalifying, reopening, '69 

lagiatraticm of voten, repon., 173 

DDT 1LEC'l'IOJIS, He lORD, DDT AltD 

TAX EJ.BC1'I1IIS 

DIBECl'DR or IIIIllSTBATlml. 20 

D1SABLED VO'l'EBS, aee DCEPTltIIAL PDSORS 

DlSTBlCT ATroBlIl!tS 

Fraud, conduct of election, 1412 

Office hcnln, election clay, '28 

laports to regutrars, 171 

DIllVIIl'S LICBIIS! FACILITIES 

Voter ngiatratiou, 114 

1UCt'lCIf W'iBSiS 
CeDarally, 1461 et .eq. 
Alcobol, 1462 

Bribery, 1461 

CazMlid.au, 1469 

Electioa day. 1462 

Electionaerllog 

Election day. 1462 

lharaiDI tm.:s, 1334 

~ta, co=:rlbod.oua prohibitK, 1468 

ltctitioaa ma.ea, 1461 

lorgery. 1461 

lraad 
Ccn:&d.uct of election, 1412 

Camriction, aplo,.nt prohibited, 1467 

Int~tiau, 1461 

hDaltiaa, 1461 at eeq. 

hnem, defiDed, 1466 

Physiciau, 1461 

Political _niaias 

Bzceaaive ~s. 1464 

Plac.. prohibited, 1470 



(ELE=ON ornHSES, Con<iAued) 

PDli~ical material, 1462, 1463 

Polltng places, 537 
Six tmDdred foot radius, 1462 

Public funds I 1465 

Restraining order. temporary, 1471 

Vou buying. 1461 

' .. 

Voter registratiou, 104, 171.1, 1461 
Voting, }461 

ELICTl(lrf SUPERVISORS, BQAlU)S 01 

Parish 

Generally, 423 

Commissioners, 431 et seq. 

Election azpena •• , 1400.4 

Election returns, e.e I!TURNS 

QualifyiDg, local candidatea, 462 

Watcbera I 435 

SeRee 
GeueraUy I 23 at seq. 

Ammal. reports. 2S 

Powers and duties. 24 

RaaiseRrs I ramer".l, S3 

ELIICTIIIIS 

See alao specific election h •• dings 

Ballou, s.. ABSIR'IEE B&LLarS and 

SCBlIIE &U.IDl'S 

Cards of iDnructi011, 421 

Certification, candidates elected, 513 

Commisaioner., ••• COKKlSSIORERS 
Cammi •• icriara-in-charge, s •• CCKHlSSlDR!BS 

CoDduet, regulation of, 1 

Contests, se. coniEStS or ELICTlORS 
Dau •• 402 

Chang. 

Cont •• ts of electi0a6, 1409. 1432 

Objections to candidacy, 1409. 1432 
Qualifying, 467.1, 469 

Prohibited dat •• , 402 

DefiDad, campaip fiDaD.e., 1483 

necticm offieiau. 421 at aeq. 

.Ezpena ... , H. UPERSES 

GeDeral, 401 at Hq. 

Majority vota, 511 

Primary, 401 at aaq. 

Pu.blic recorda, 403 

Purpoae aDd Datun, 40 1 

Qu.al.ifYin&, aae QUALIl'!llI; 

Recorda, pre •• rvation, 403 

Special prcviaioDa-1992, 411 et. Hq. 

Tie vote, 483, 511, 512 

Unopposed candidate., 511, 512 

Vatcbar., 427, 435 

Pap 200 

(ELE=ONS, Conti=ed) 

Withdrawal, •• e Vl'rBD1AWAL 

EL!C'l'lcms, cotnSSIORER. OF 

GeneraUy. 16 .t s.q. 

Clerks of court.. list.s t.o, 175 

Campana.tion, 17 

Computer rasutration .yst.c. 31 

Director of "gistradon, 20 

El.ct.ion .xpen ..... 1400.2. 1400.3 

Election Supervisors. State !card of, 23 

Yirat assist.ant, 19 

Obj.ct.ions t.o candidaey, cont.au. of electioDS 

Notification, 1406 

Service of precess, ageut. 1407 

Powers and duties, 18 

Regist.rars 

Affidavit., chief deputy, 51 

Signat.ure digitization/verificaticn system. 

contract.s, 22 
Te=, 17 

Vaeam:y, 17 

ELECTlcmS, 1992, 411 et. seq. 

ELIICTIIIIS ARD 1IEGlSl'BAn(JI, DEPT, or 
Generally, 16 et. seq. 

ELIICTIIIIS Dm!GIUTY CDIIISSl(JI 

GeDeraUy, 41 et. seq. 

Couteat.a of alectiona, 1401 

JmIlCS lOll. ELE= DlllCUlS, IICWUl or 
Generally, 41 et .eq. 

Ammal reports, 46 

Conteated elactiau, 44 

lDftatigatian and haering, 43 

Power. and dutiea, 45 

laUe MkiDa pOwer, 42 

Suff, .1.7 

ImIIIlC OlIlGlli 

Voter "gut.ration, vobmtary diaclcsure, 104 

IIICEPTlIIIW. PI!BSIIIS 

1Io"tal.ly beAdicapped 

Ab •• nt. .. votUlg, il03 

Voter regiat.ration, 102, 102.1, 104 

Interdict.iau, report, 172 

Phyaically beAdicapped 

Ab .. nt •• voting, 1303, 1304 

... iltac. in vetiDa, 564 

AbHnt.ee votiDg, 1310 

Plac •• for voting, 531 



(EICEPTlQW. PEIISOMS, CoD<iJmed) 

legia~ra~ioo and voting, special 

programs, 1321 .~ seq. 
Voter registration, assistance, 106 

ElPEliSES 

Clerks of court, 1400.3 

Election auperviaors, parish boards, 1400.4 

Elections. commis.ioner of. 1400.2, 1400.3 
General electiona, 1400.6 

Governing authorities, 1400.1, 1400.2, 1400.3 

Preaidential pAf.reDC. primaries, 1400.5 

Primary electon8. 1400.6 

Registrars, 1400.3 

Reimburaament, 1400.1, 1400.2, 1400.4 

Secretary of seate, 1400.1 

Voting machines, 1382 

lELOII'I' COIIVI mOIlS 

Reports, 111 

!OIU!ICN SPI!.UlNC PERSORS 

Abaent •• ballot., 1306 

Voter regist.ration, 104, 106 

COVI!RNIIIC Mm!OlUTIES 

Election ezpena •• , 1400.1, 1400.2 

Maps, 532 

Pariah, defined. 2 

Precincta, eatablishment, 532 

"siuran 
Affidavit, chief c1epu't)', 51 

Balietration of voters 

Addres. c.haDp. , Cu.. 'CO I 201 

Offif:tla. 132 

WVI!kIIIIR 

AppoiDCIIOD< 

Election Superviaora, Sute Board of I 23 

VacaDCia. 

Boards aDd cammi •• ions, atate, 591 

Loc:al and JIIWlicipal officers, 602 

financiAl atatamen:t, 463 

Proelamaticma 

Reeall eleeticms, 1300.7 

Vaeanc.ie.a 

Boards and eammiasioDa. ataU. 591 

Judgea, 621 

l,tIeal ad lIIWlieipal effie .. , 602 

Recall eleetioDs, 1300.13 

Pop 201 

BARDICAPPEl> PE1tSClfS, aee EICEPTlCJU.L PIRSORS 

BJUIlAYS 

See also RELIGlON 

Abaentee voting, 1309 

Campaign finance disclosure, fUing, 1485 

CoDtel~$ of alaction$, time, 1413 

Election ratUrD£, 514 

Elections. prohibited date., 402 

Objectiona to candidacy, time, 1413 

Qualifying period. close of, 468, 469 

Recall petitiOns, 1300.2: 

Voter registration, 134 

IDERTInCATICIi 
Vater regiatration, 105 

Vours. 562 

ILLI'lI!BA'!E PEIISOIIS 

Vour registration, 104 

VotiDa assiatanc:e, 564 

Abaentee voting, 1310 

Dl!EDUl'E lAIIILY 

Defined, 2 

IIIPRISIIIHEIIT, ORDER All OI!DER OY 

-CandidaCY, prohibited, 451 

Dafu-d, 2 

VotiDa 

laoligibili<y, 102 
Registration application. 104 

ieports to registrars, 111 

IIACIIIlIE B&UDrS 
Distribution. 552 

Election at.rials, 552_ 

lDapection, '" 
..... .ad DUmber., 463, 551 

lIickDaD .. , 463. 551 

lwaber. 552 

Political parry d .. i.pad.ou, 551 

Preparaticm, "1 

Presid.e.tial euctora, 12.59 

Presid.aDtW preferellCe primary. 1280.24 

a.ca.ll ele:ctiou, 1300.11 

b'tUm.&, ... II'l"OIRS 

~lo ballou, 552, 553 

Ti08,552 
Titl.. of office.. 551 
Unifomi." 551 

!lAPS 

D1&tricta, 532 



(!lAPS, Ccmtiml.d) 

Baapportioumen~, 1951 

Precincu, 532 

Boundary changes. 532.1 

ImRTALLY BAHDlCAPPED, eee 

IIlCI!PrlOIIAL I'EllSCIRS 

K!UTAXY 

Ab •• n~ee vo~ing. 1302, 1303 

Voter ragi.~r.tion, 103 

Challenge, 195 

BltIORAL~, 1251 et •• q. 

See alao CXliGRESSlmiAL 1LECl'lORS; 

PBl!SmlllTIAL EUlCl'lOIIS; and 

PUSlDlRTIAL PWElWiCE PlDWtY 

IIll1JJW.lZED ClTl%l!llS 

Voter rasistntiou, proof required, 105 

JDruIlTIJI; PETITIORS, 465 

See also QU&LI.nlBG 

Disposition, 470 

Pre.idential .lect.ors, 1255 

Presidential preferem:e primary, 1280.22 

CJB.IECrIORS '1'0 CARDlDACY 

Generally, 491 et. seq. 

Actian, 1401 et. seq. 

Ansver, 1406 

Appeal, 1409 

Civil procedura, code of, 1414 

DepositiODe. 1411 

Disqualification, 494 
fil.iDa, frivolCNa, 1432 

GeDeral alection, postponement., 1409 

Grounds, 492 

.JQclpIent, 1409 

Tranamit.tal. 1410 

Jurisdiction, 1403 

MUltiple offic.a, 494 

Ratification, 1406 

Petiticm, 1406 

PresicleD.tial electora, 1257 

Proper parti.s t 1401, 1402 

Begut.red voter, ac.tion by, 491 

Service of process 

As-nt, appo1n~ntt 1407 

Procedure, 1408 

Standing to object, 491 

Suataiutag, effects, 494 

Tt.e, 493, 1405 

Appeal, 1409 

Pap 202 

(OlIJECTICIlS 'It) CARDlDACY, CoIld ... ad) 

Commencement, 1405 

Comput.ation. 1413 

Coun appearance, d.efendant, 1406 

Judgment I 1409 

Trial, 1409 

TriAL, 1409 

V.lDle, 140lt 

DlnCUL JIlU!JW.S 

Bond, debt and tax elections 

Notice, 1285 

balrns. promulgaeion, 1292 

Election returll6, pramulgation, 574 

PolltDg places, DOt.ice 

.Location, 1285 

Change, 536 

Precincts, DOtice of location, 535 

Becall electiou, proclamation, 1300.7 

Registration, cancellation. p.tblicatioD, 193 

Special electicm.&, proclama'ti.ona 

Boards aDd commiuious., 591 

.Nd.se., 621 

Legislators, 601 

Local officea, 602 

Marshals, 604 
U.S. "pre.ant_tlves, 1279 

U.S. senators. 1278 

Votiug machines, notice for bids 

Acquisition, 1362 

Drayag •• 1371 

Storag., 21 

PABISIII!S 

511. alao apecific parilh officials 

Computer r&gutraticm .yatem, 31 

Govera.tDg authority. defined, 2 

Election auperviaora, Parbh boards, 423 

Beal'th officers, death reports, 173 

lilmicipal population in axe •• s of 
475.000, taking office, 514 

Precincts, •• tabli.bmant, 532 

Sheriffa. reports to ftgutrars, 171 

Vard, defiDad, 2 

PB1'lT1CIlS 
BoDel, debt aDd taz electi=.l, 1283 

Cert::l.U.cation, 58 

JIoaiDatiDg petttiou, ... QU&LI!"'!lBC 
"call. eacticma, 1300.2 et .. q. 

bqu_u, 3 

l'II!SlCILU 1WID1CAPPllD, .. e IIlCI!PrlOIIAL 

l'I!IISCIlS 



POLlnC&L AC'l'IVlTlES 

Election Supervisors. State Board of. 27 

ieginrare I 62 

POUTlC&L MmRlAL, 1463 

POLlnC&L PARrIES 

GeDBraUy, 441 at .eq. 

Ballou, cleaigll.ation OJl, 551 

Cammilsiaaar., 424, 425. 426 

CaalDituaa 

CaDdid&tea I 446 

Dual candidacy, 453 

tiDancial atatlllZD8uu, 464 

Pariah ezecutive cammitt •••• 444 

Election supervisors, pariah boards, 423 

Fo'CDAU.au, 445 

Qu,alifying, a4d.itional f ••• , 464 

State central cammit~., 443, 443.1, 443.2 

OrpniutiOD, 442 

Preaidu:tial elec'tors, uaminatiDg, 1253 

Presidential pref.rellCt primary. 1280.21 

Delegate., party C0DV8lltiou, 1280.27 

Qualifying. prlmary electiou, 446 

Recognition. 441 

Voter registration, 104, 107 

POLLIRG PlACI!S 

BoDd. debt and U% electiona, 1286 

Conaolidaticu. 1286.1 . 

Card. of inn.ruction, posting. 553 

CbaDge of place, 534 

Rock., 536 

Child 8CcompaDyiDa parent or ggardian, 563 

Ccmataaiooer., ... CXItKlSSImatBS 

Couolid&ti01l, 425.1. 1286.1 

Coutitutional _Ddmauta, aut:e..n't, 553 

EquipMDt, 1374 

laubliallDe:t, 533 

Law enforc~t. ".uU=e, 428 
taaa., 533 

Locat:lo:D., 533 

ao,ice, 535 

Prohibited location. 533 

0p0D1D& """ clDalD&, 541 
P.,..Dt for aae, 533 
Pbyaieally baIIIIiceppod, 531 

Place. for ~izl&, 531 

POU U.au, 561 

PncU&c~ "suun, 152 

"ea.m.a, poa~iD&, 572 

Sample ballou, poningt 553 
TemiDa~i.oD of votiDg .. 542 

Viola~i.o1Ia, ~4ie., 537 

Pap 203 

(PIILLlIlG PlACES, Conu"''''') 
Vot.iDs maehiDe. t .e. VO'l'lBG KACIIIRlS 

Wat.cher.t ~27t 435 

PUCIRcrs 

Boundari •• , ~s, 532.1, 1903 
DeUDed, 2 

Eat.ablialDeDt., 532 

Mot.ice of locat.iOD, 535 

Polling place., 533 

Vot.ing machil:le., aUocat.ion, 1363 

PBlSmlllTlAL EIBCl'lDIiS 

Se. alao ElBC'l"lORS AND PlESlDD'l'lAL 

PIlIlIIREIICE PBDIAJIY 

Ballot., arrangement., 1259 

Certificat.e of .lect.ion, 1261 

~'icm. 1265 
C~Jent.ial., 1262 

Elect.ion, t.ID. and awmer, 1251 

lnd.epeDdant. candi4at. .. , 1254 

Haet.ing of elect.ars, 1263 

lioaiDat.iDg pet.it.iona, 1255 
Ram.iDat.ion, catt:l1icat. •• of, 1253 

Obj.ct.i0D5, 1257 

Persona prohibit.ad, 1252 
Quall.fice'iou&, 1252 
bsul.t.s, 1261 
Tie VOte, 1261 

Vac&DCYt 1258, 126~ 

Votes for caudi4at. •• , .lac~r.t 1260 
Vat:eher., 435 

ViUdr_al, 1256 

PBlSIDIIII'r.U.L PWBiB1iCE PBlIIAlY 
Se. &lao IIBI:l'lCBI _ PIIESlDElIl'1lL 

ILI!C1'lIIIS 

Ballot arranpme.D.t, 1280.24 

Cudi4at. ••• cpal.ifYiD&. 1280.22 

c:cn.d=t of abcd.on, 1280.23 

Date, 1280.21 

Delept.e., pu-ty CODftD.t.icnLa, U80.27 
Izpenaa., 1400.5 

bama, 1280.23 

VO~lD&, polit.ical party 

affili&'ioD, 1280.21, 1280.25 

PIII'OSlTIlII III QUESTIllII IIBI:l'lCBI 

See &lao JaID, DlIBT MIl TAX 

IUICTlIllS """ IUICT1IIlS 
ec-J.asiDDllra. 1286, 1300 

Ezpanla., Uoo 



(PIIOPOSlTIIII OR ~IIIS ELECTlIIIS, Contilmed) 

Law, applica~ion. 1299 

Not.ice. 1285, 1300 

Procedure, 1300 

Special proviaions·1991. 417 

St.at.ement, le~h. 1299.1 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND OOIRECTlCIIS. DEPT. or 
See STATE AGENCIES 

QUALmCAl'lORS 

Cand~te5, 451 

Congressional, 1275 

Commissioners, 425 

AlternAt.e commissioners, 426 

Camm.iaaionera-iD-cbarge, 424 

El.cti~, commissioner of, 17 

Presidential electors, 1252 

Raginrars, 52 

Voter resist-rat lou, 101 

Voters 521 

Watchers, 427 

~ 
Ccngreasiooal candidat.es, 1273 

Fe .. , 46' 

Disposi'tiou. 470 

ll.efuud. withdrawal, 501 

Special provi'~-1991, 414, 416 
Ceneral elections 

Candidat.es, 481 

Number, 482 

Tie VO~ in primaT)'. 483 

Nom.iDatiag p ... cition.s, 465 

Disposition. 470 

Presidential electors, 1255 

Presidential pref.nnee primary, 1280.%2 

Pr •• id.entW preference priJllary. 1280.22 

Pr~ry elections 

II6CE 

ttama.er, 461 

Notice of caDd1daey, 463 

Disposition, 470 
Official. vi:th vbom. 'to qualify, 462 

PaUt.ial party ccmmin: .. s, 446 

Time, 466 

Chanp: of election da'Ce, 467.1 

Cloaa, 468 

0penilIa, 467 

Reopeuina, 469 

Special provi.aioD.a",1991, 413 

Voter ftsinratiOD., voluntary 4bc.loaun, 104 

Pap 204 

IIl!APPOiIl'lDRHI!IIT 

Census data, 1901 et seq. 

Failure to comply, 1923 

Law. application, 1921 

Haps, 1951 

Pariah Boverniag authorities, 532 
Time, 1922 

Voting rights act.. submiaaions under, 1922 

Secretary of state. copy to. 1941 

BBCALL IW!CTlOllS 

Sae alao !L!crtORS aDd PE'l'ITlORS 

Authorization, 1300.1 

Ballou, 1300.11 

Commissioners, 1300.10 

Conduct, 1300.9 

Contest, right., 1300.17 

Failure, 1300.14 

Governor, or4er, 1300.7 

Governor. proceedings involving, 1300.15 

Petit.ion, 1300.2 

Certification, 1300.3 

Chairman, vice chairman, 1300.5 

Rames, form, 1300.3 

Signatures, 1300.3, 1300.4 

Proclamation, 1300.7 

Results. 1300.13 

Secretary of atat., proeeedina. 

tavolviDg, 1300.15 

T~ limiu, 1300.1 
Vaancy, declaration, 1300.13 

Violations. penalties. 1300.16 

VotiDa areu, 1300.8 

III!GlSTIWIS or _ 

G._rally, 51 at saq. 

Appointment. 51 
Attoruy pueral, lapl a4viaor. 64 

1oDd, .51, .54 

Cc::aaia.iou, .51 

C f meetion, .55, .59.3 

Depoti.e.. other arployeea. 59 

lDcraa •• or "crea.e, p!1blics'Cian, 55 

"wction, prohibiud. 51 

Sute portion, payment I 55 I 59. 1 

Supploooontal, 56 

Campu'Car ay.tam, vot:er rasuua'Cion, 

participation, 58 

Coar ... of ina'Cruction, driver's licenae 

faeiliti •• , 114 

Deputi •• , 59 



(llBCISTbRS OF WI'ERS, Ccmtbmed) 

Ac~ing for regil~rar, 61 

Affidavit, chief depu~y, 51 

Compensa~ion. 59, 59.1 
' .. 

Driver's lieense facilities, 11t. 

Grand Isle, 133.1 

Removal, 60 

Duties, miacellaneous, 221 

Election expenses, 1400.3 

Election supervisors, -boards of 

Parish, 423
0 

State, 23 

Employ ••• 

Positions, 59.2 

Removal, 60 

Oaths. 54 
Administering. 58 

Depu~ies, 61 

Office hours, 134 

Ab.en~.e voting, 1309 

Offices, 131 et seq. 

Peti'tions 

Cert.ifica~ion. 58 

Requiremenu, 3 

Poli~ical ac~ivi~ies, 62 

Po.ers and duties. 58 
Public office, ineligibility, 63 

Qualifieatious, 52 
Recall p.~i~ions, 1300.3 

Recorda and recordation 

Altera;ion, defaciDg, 156 

Cancellation of regiatra'tion, 152 

Close of registration, 135 

Closed, disqualified, 152 

Computer sys~, 31, 151 

Confidentiali'ty 

lAw eniorcemeu't, 1St. 

Social securi'ty DUmbers, 154 
Cuuody, 151 
lams, 1.52 

Inspection and copying, 154 

Refu .. l, remedies, 155 

Precinct reginer, 152, 157, 1290 

Errora aDd amisa1oDs, 562 

Registration liata, 175 

legulaticm.s, 152 

lomoval, 151, 156 
Raquired recorGa, 152 

Absentee vo'ting me! ncorela, 158 

rederal election regiatration recorda, 158 

Voter regiatration lists. 152, 157, 175 

Removal, 53 

"ports, 171 at seq. 

Death, 173 

Pap 205 

(llBGlSTURS or VOTERS, CondDDed) 

1mpriacmmen~, felony convic~ion, 171 

Interelic~ion, mental ineCIDpeunce, 172 

Suspension, 53 

Tax rolls, 153 

TrainiDg programs, 117 

Vacaney in office, 51 

JIEGlS'1'BAnCB 01 WTEBS 

Generally. 101 et .eq. 

Affidaviu 

Defi.Ded, 200 

Registration, 103, 104 

Voter, at polla, 562, 573 

Application 

Affidavits, 103, lOt. 

Assistance, 106, 114 

lndica~ion, 10~ 

CbaD.ges. lIee Changes. herein 

Driver's license facili~ie8. lIt. 

tOal, t04, llt., 115 

Hall . egiuratieD. 103 

Kili tary, 103 

Offices, aee Offices, herein 

Personal appearanee, 103 

Political party affiliation, 104, 107 

Poatcard, federal, 103 

Preclearance, 104 
Race, voluntary diaclosun, 104 

U.S •• ervice, 103 

Branch offices ... e Offices henin 

Caneellat.ion 

Challenge, 573 

tour.y .. r period. 191 

Limitation, 197 

... regia~ra~iOD, 199 

Ho~ice. procedures. 193 

Records. 152 

lteinaea~_D~. 193 

lleport.a, on. basis of, 176 

lequea~, 110 

Caavaas. 191. 192 

Cballa_ 

Notice, proceaur.s. 193, 195 

lleport. •• on ba.is of, 176 

Temporary ft.etunc. oat of U.S., 195 

U.S ••• rvice. 195 

Cbanp. 

Indorsement, 112 
_, Ill, ll4, 174 

ilaarriap, 174 

Rotice, 109 

Place of "gutration, 108 

Political party affilia~ion, 107 



(RllClSTRAl'lOR OF vtl'l'EIlS, CoutillDed) 

Removal freD precinct or pariah, 110 

Residence, 114 

Governing authority, action. 201 

Inquiry, change of recorcis, 198 

U.S. Postal Service. 201 
Close of registration. 135 

Computer system, 31 

Denial, remedies, 113 

Director of registration, 20 

Driver'. licenae facilities, 114 

Rules and Tegulation&, 114 

Elections, cammiasioDer of, 18 

Exceptional persons 

"-ntally handicapped, 102, 102.1, 104 

Physically handicapped., 106, 114 
Mail registration, 1325 
Telephone registration, 1325 

relaDy conviction, 171.1 

Identification, 105, 114 

lmpriaoameut, under order of, 

iDaligibility, 102 

lnactive list, procedures, 196 

Mail registration. 103, 115 

Married. women 

Name. , 111 

Remarriage, 174 

Residence, 101 

Mabile registration units, aee Office. berein 
National Vour llegianation k't of 1993 

Denial of registration, 113 

Registration applications, 114 

Modea 

As.bune. in voting, 106 

Caneellation of registnticm, 176, 193 

Camass, 192 

Challense. 193, 195 

"Iist.rat.ion aDd chauga, 109 

Required records. 152 

Offices 

GeueraUy, 131 

Braneh officea, 131, 133 

AbHnt.ee voting, 1309 

Grand hle, 133.1 

Temporary, 133 

Driver's license facUities, 114 

kpeu.su. 132 

federal and DDDloveramental offices, 116 

tiobile rBsiurat.ion unit. •• 131, 133 

Office boors. 131 

Public: a •• iat.anee asancies, 116 

ieeruit:lDent. offices. 116 

Sut.e or loc:.al governmental offices, 116 

P.~t resistration, 191 

Pap 206 

(RllCISTRATlON OF vtl'l'EIlS, Coutilmed) 

Peraons ineligible, 102 

Poatcard application. federal. 103, 115. 

Precinct register, 152. 157. 1290, 13Slj 

Errors aDd omissiotui, 562 

Presidential elections. 101 

Qualifications. 101 

Records and registratioo, 151 
Registration lists, 152, 175 

Dellvery, 157 

Error listings, 175 

Reinstatement, 193 

et seq. 

• 

Report, address change, governing 

authority, 201 

Reports, 171 et seq. 

Residence 

Removal fran precinct or pari&h, 110 

Raquiramants, 101 
Statistics and data, 18 

Students, 101 

Temporary branch offiees, aee Offiees herein 

Training programs, 117 

1ELlGl(JI 

Absentee voting, 1301 

Eleeticms, prohibitad dates, .02 

BlSIDERCE 

Voter registration. 101 

Cancellation, 193 

eauvas., 192 

~, 114, 201 

BlSIGllAl'lDllS 

Elecud officials, 651 et Hq. 

III!'l'UIIIIS 

~c ... nt of vote •• 571 

Clerk of COUrt, transmission to, 572 
Cou:a.t.q aDd 'tabulating. 571 

Ab .. nt._ ballou. 1313, 1396 

Counti.D& equipment, 1391 et seq. 

Recount, can'teat of election. 1451 at seq. 

Reject.ion, distiDguishing marks. 1316. 139 

Election night, 576 

Poating, 572 

Presidential preference primary, 1280.23 
PrClllDllption. 574 

bcord., prea.rvatiou. 573 

hccnm't, ""an'tee ballot.., 1451 at .eq. 
haule. 

tongn:.aioDal, cert.ificaticm. 1277 

Court. dIIum.iDaticm, 1431. 1432 

Evi4cmce, 573 



(1lE'nJRIIS. CoDthmed) 

Offieial, 575 

Recall elect.iona, 1300.12 

Tie VOCe, 483. 511. 512 

Presidential elect.ors. 1261 
Secretary of Scat.e. t.ransm~aiOD t.o, 572. 576 

TilDe. 572 

Tranamiuion. 572 

lWIPIZ BAI.IDr.; 

Dist.ribut.ion, 552 

Inapec'tion, 553 

Paning, 553 

SECRErART or STA1E 

Ballou. 551, 552 

Cards of insu'Uction. 1t21 

Chief election officer. atat.e, 421 

Constieut.ianal amendments, acat.ement.. 431 

Elect.ion date change t node_, 469 

Election ezpen.es, 1400.1 
Elect.ion returns, ••• IE' JIBS 

Elect.ion Supervisors. St.au Board of. 23 

Notice, absentee voting, 1306 

Notices of candidacy, 463 

Object.ions t.o candidacy. cont.ests of 

elect.iema. notifieat.ion, 1406 

Qta,lUyi!lg, st.at.e eandidat. .. , ,462 

.. apponiODlDent, voting right.a act, 

auDmiaaicma, 1941 

State central committe.a, filing. 443, 
443.1. 443.2 

Vacanci •• , spec.ial e18ct.iou, 591 at .eq. 

SPECUL ELECI'IIIIS 

See .lao ELECTlORS and specific 
elections baadfDsa 

CoIDiaaicmen, 436 

Vacanci •• , 583 at .eq. 

STAn! ACERClES 

Ethic. for Elected Offlciala, Board of, 

campaign finaDc. d:l.acloaure, 

auperviaory commitue, 1511.1 

Baaltll and Human Resources, Dep't. of. 

nport. ~ "gut:rar.. 173, 174 

Public Safe'ty and eonact1oD.a, Dept. of, 

Driver'. license facili'tie., voter 

"gu'trati.cm, 114 

Rules and nsula'ticm.a, 114 

Reports, felony COINicticm.a, 171 

Tranaportaticm am! D."al~Dt., Dep't. of 

Haps, 1951 

Pap %07 

S'l'Al'E JKWtD OF ELEcrtON SUPERVlSORS, ... 

BLECTl~ SUPDVlSORS, BOARDS or, SUte 

STATE CBR'l'RAL tDtUl1'E!S, aee POUnCAL 

PARrIES 

S'nJD!R"l'S, aee QlU.!X;ES AID UNIVERSITIES 

T.U ILICTl(llS, aee BCIm, DEBT ARD 'lA1 

IIU!Cl'lIllS 

TRARSPOltTAn~ dO D!VFLOP'KERT t DEPT. Of, 

.ae STATE AG!lf~ 

lJIIlTI!I) STA'IES POSTAL SI!RVlCE 

Voter ngiatration 

Addr.a. chanae, 201 

CaDCella'tion, 293 

Canvaaa, 192 

Registration by mail, 115 

1JRlTID STATES SERVlCE, aee KILITARY 

VACAIIClES 
Boarc!& and ca:amiu ions, 591 

Congre.a, 1278, 1279 
Judgea, 621 

Judgment declartag, 671 et aeq. 

t.., applicatiOD, 582 

Legialators, 601 

Local goveramantal eubdiviaion, 

defiDad, 581 

Harahal 

Cit:y cwrt, 604 

MLu:dcipal court, 604 

MLu:dcipal offi~s, 602 .'t eeq. 

Pariah officei, 602 

Pollt1cal partiea 

Pariab u:ecutive cGlllllin~a, 444 

Sute central cCllllDitteea, "3 

Polltlcal nbdiv1aion, defined, 581 

rr.ai.denti&l elactore, 1158, 1264 

Proce4ure, 583 585 

lecall eactioDa, 1300.13 

Regiatnra, 51 

Special electioDa, elates, 402 

VacaJlCy, .s.fiud, 581 

VDm DGIm&TICIf lXIiPOlU SYSTItS, STATE, 31 
S.e aloo UGIS'rBAnOII or _ 



IIOTlJIG 

See also ABS!HTEE VO'l'ING and 

ASSISTANCE III VOTlIIG 

Challenges, 565 

Child accompanying parent: or guardian, 563 

District, defined 2 

Hours, 541 

Nwmber to be voted. 522 

Of feue. I Me EL!C"l'ICIf Ol!'EIISES 

Places for voting, 531 

Poll list.a, 561 

PreSidential candidates, electors, 1260 

Praeedure, 562, 563 
Temination, 542 

Time Umit., 563 

Voters 

Application, 562 

Ident.ificat.ion. 562, 1309 

Prerequisites, 562 

QualificatioDS, 521 

Bond, deb't and to: elect.icrcs, 1290 

heards, errors and omissiona, 562 

Signature, 562 
Tranaporea~ion. 1531 

vtJ'l'l!I; DlS'1'RlC'l', def med, 2 

IIOTlJIG IIACIIlRES 

Absentee voting 

CountiDg equipment, 1391 at seq. 

Exeept:iou, 1352 

Aequisit:ioD, 1362 

Adjuat::iDg, 1372 

Al.locatian. 1363 

Apprcwal. certificau, 1361 

Balloc, official, 1351 

Boud., c1ebt aDd. tax elactiou, 1291 

Chlld &CCOIIIpADy!n& parent or guardian, 563 

Cl.eariD&. 1376 
CoaIliasicmers, •• e CXII!IISSlOREIS 

Coual.idaticm of polliD& pl.acas, 425.1 

Coutruc.tiOD aDd equipment, 

nquireaeuta. 1355 

Contracts 

Deli"..,., 1371 

Sigaaeure di&it&tion/verif~.tioD 

.,S'tCll. 22 

Star ... , 21 

Counters, 1351 

Cenifica'Cicm, 1354 

eu.at.od:l.&na. pariah 

DefiDad, 1351 

Depu.ttes. 1354 

Pow.ra aDd dut.i... 1354 

Pap 208 

(1I!7l'llIG IIACIIllIl!S, CoutiDDed) 

Precinct "gaunt delivery, 157 

eu.stody 

Elect.ions, commissioner of, 1353 

Pariah custodians, 1354 

DefinitiODS, 1351 

Delivery, 1354, 1371 

Diagram, 1351 

Election, defined, 1351 

Elect.ion materials, furnishing 

and delivery, 552 

Elections, commiasioner :of t 18 

Povers and duties, 1353 

Ezpenaes, .ppo~iODment. 1382 

Inspection, 553, 1313 

Key. 
Nod.c., 1354 

Delivery and disposition. 553, 

571, 572 

Duplicat.es, 1375 

Location, 13 7 4 

Locking, 571, 1373 

ttachine ce~ificat.s. 553, 571 

Maintenance, 1353 

KechaDica, 1353 

!!odel 

DefiDad, 1351 

lurnishiDg, 1353 

IiwDber, 1363 

OpenJ.Da, 573 

Operat.ion. 553 

Pa~. and wpplies, 1362 

Polling plac.s, .quipment, 1314 

Precinct regist.er8, 152, 151, 

1280, 1354 

Preparation, 553, 1353, 1372 

Hotiee, 1373 

Pre.idential .actora, ballot 

~t, 1159 

Printer-type, 1298. 1399 

Pu.'fC.baae 1353, 1362 

Qa.atioD. defiDad, 1351 

lepaua I 1353 

.... ". achiDea, 1363 

letllrn, 1376· 

Jb.13 .. a and ngulaticms, 1353 

Saf.guards, 1354, 1376 

Seal.a, 571. 1353, 1373 

Break.iD&, JIOtUication, 1354 

Storage. 1353 

Supli •• , 1353 

T.S'ting. 1372. 

Titl., 1361 

U •• , 1352 



(vt7fIIIG IIACIiIHES, Condnued) 

Vote indica~or. 1351 

Vote totals, retention, 1376 

W'I'lJIG RlCBTS Ac:r t I'EDEIW. 

", 

Abaanue ballou. 1306 

BeapporeiomD8llt, submiaai.ona, 1922 

Secretary of Seate, copy to, 1941 

Voter registration, 104, 106, 152 

lWII> 

Defined. 2 

lIATCIIl!IIS 

GeDarally, 427 

AppointmeD't, 435 

Number, 427, 435 
Vou., cou.ndng aud ubulatillg, 571 

VotiDg machines, inspection, 553 

IIITIID1WIAL 
Effact, S02 

Objections to ~idac:y, 494 

Presidential elector., 1256 

Procedure, 501 

Qualifying f •••• refund, 501 

1IIBDS .6IID PI!IIASES 

Cam.ss, 192 

Clerk, 2. 1302 

Clerk of oourt:, 2 
Cour ••• of instruction, 431 

Dual candidacy, 453 

ElectioueeriDg, 1334, 1462 

lmpriacmmellt. UDder order of. 2 

In-kind coutributiana and 

ezpandi'CUns. 1491.5, 1495.3 

Local caDd.i4ate& I 452 

Loeal gtrftrum.lI.t&l aubdiviaiou, 581 

Mobile regutration unita. 133 

MwUcipal caDdidat •• t 452 

Pariah esacutive caraUt'C ... , 4411 

·Pariab SCWerniDg au'tboriey, 2 

Political n,bcUviaion. 581. 1282 

Poll U .. u. 561 

Precinct, 2 

PnciDct Hauter, 1.57 

bpon:1ng period, 1483 

a..ident. 101 

Ba.tra1.nin& order, taponry, 1471 

~l.e ballou, 552 

Stau c..mUd.us. 452 

State ceutral. COIIIlitue. 442 

Pap Z09 

(IIOJIllS AIlD PlDlASI!S, Cone_d) 

V.ca.DCY, 581 

Voting diacric~, 2 

Ward 2, 

Waccben, 435 

( 




