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THE LAW OF THE AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC ON ELECTION TO THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY OF AZERBALJAN REPUBLIC foy(
12 Ay

Part 1. General Provisions

Article 1. The main principles of the elections

. The National Assembly of the Azerbayjan Republic (hereinafter called National Assembly) shall be
elected on the basis of majonity and proportional electoral systems and by secret ballot, according to
this Law.

Article 2. The content number of the National Assembly
The \J"moml Assembly consists of 125 deputies. The National Assembly is elected for 5-vear term. It
power starts from the first meeting and ends at the last one. The deputies’ authonties are vahid only
during the term of National Assembly.

Article 3. The voting rights

All of the citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic who are older 18 have right ‘to vote for the deputies to
the National Assembly. Every citizen who is 25 can be elected as a deputy to the National Assembly.
Personnel in the Military Service of the Azerbaijan Republic, including the citizens in the alternative
services cannot be elected as a deputies to the National Assembly. Citizens uniit for activity, those
who have been identified by the Court and those who are legally prisoners may have no night to be
elected as a deputies to the National Assembly. It is prohibited to limit the rights of the citizens at the
National Assembly Elections according to their social and property conditions. race and nationality,
set, education, languages, his attitude towards the religion, political and other views, as well as the
kinds of business they run

Article 4. The assignment of elections
The President of the Azerbaijan Republic assigns the elections to the National Assembly. Not later
than 80 days before the end of the National Assembly's term new elections should be assigned. The
election day should be on Sunday.

Article 5. The Elections to the National Assembly.
The 100 of deputies of the National Assembly are to be clected on the single-mandated basis. The
other 23 deputics are to be clected on the multi-mandated basis through the bists of candidates from
the political parties.

Article 6. The right te appoint the candidates for election
According to the 3d article of this Law, all suitable citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic, as well as she
pohitical partics that passed from she registration have night to appoint candidates 10 the Deputies in an
appropniate way.,

Article 7. Publicity during the preparation and performance of election
The Election for National Assembly is held and prepared publicly. The participants in this ¢lection
from the goverament boards. political partics. social  unions and separatecitizens act freely and
publicly. The citizens are given a guarantee 1o vote for or against cach candidate in the mectings,
conlerences. trade unions. mass media and public organisations. Adl the comparing dedicated to
election should be informed publicly at least 2 days before hand by Central Electoral commission of
Azerbatjan Republic. AR the Electoral commissions should in form about their work., divisional
clectoral commissions, the content of the commission, their place and working hours, voters name
lists. candidates to the election,the results of voting and election as a whole. The mass media has right

“to high-light the proccss of clection to National Assembly. The representatives of mass media has
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right to participate in all ceremonies arranged by the electoral commission and get appropriate

information about the election held. The pohitical parties, trade unions, other social organisations and
the candidates to the elections to the National Assembly have right to participate at the divisional
electoral commission while calcuiating the votes and determining the results of clection. The
representatives in charge should have the authornised identity card or extraction from the minutes. The
participation of the representative is not informed to the commissions beforehand. Nobody has right
to get involved in the activity of the conunissions illegally.

Article 8. Expenditures for preparation and performance of the election

The expenditures for preparation and performance of the election are carried by the state budget of
the Azerbajjan Republic. The government agencies and organisations arce supposed to supply all
equipment and premises at the disposal of electoral commissions free of charge., Non-governmental
organisations buildings, premises and equipment which are hired for the activities of electoral
comumussions ar¢ paid by the budger of the Azerbatjan Republic. The Azerbaijan Republican budget
as well as the local budget can not be used for candidates in electoral campaign. The candidate may
run {heir election on their own or their supporters accounts, '

Article 9. The establishment of single-mandate electoral districts
-Not later than 70 days before the election day the ternitory of the Azerbaijan Republic is to be divided

~into 100 electoral districts, on the basis of majonty electoral system. The Central - Electoral .

Commission should rake the following principles as a basic rules: 1) it is not allowed for territonal
zones to be included to one electoral district when they do not have common borders; 2) electoral

district is established in cach administrative district: if the number of residents doesn't allow that, the -

" number of electoral districts may be two or more within the borders of onc administrative district; 3)
the number of residents in electoral districts should not differ from each other by than 135 per cent

Article 10. The establishment of multi-mandate electoral districts
In order to organise and perform the -elections on the proportional basis the multi-mandate electoral
district is to be established on the whole territory of the Azerbaijan Republic.

Article 11. The establishment of electoral divisions
The single-mandate electoral districts are to be divided into electoral divisions. The electoral divisions
are to be established not later than 10 days afier the establishment of electoral districts. District
Electoral Commuission, after dividing everv single-mandate electoral district into electoral divisions,
determines the number of electoral divisions. The same ¢electoral divisions are considered valid for
voting in the mulhi-mandated electoral district. The number of voters for each elecioral division is
minimum of 50 and maximum of 1,500 residents. The District Electoral Commission, after presenting

the list of ¢lectoral divisions. gives all information about the electoral divisions 1o the voiers within 7
days.

Part [1. Prevision for the Preparation of Elections

Article 2. The Structure of the Organisations Arranging the Election
to the National Assembly
‘The Organisations arranging the Election to the National Assembly are the Central Electoral
Commission (hereinatier called to as the "Central Flectorai Commission”), district electoral
commissions (hercinafter refereed to as the "district clecioral commissions™), and divisional electoral
commussions (hercinafter called as the “divisional electoral commissions"). The members of the
electoral commissions cannot be appointed as a candidates 1o the National Assembly.
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Article 13. Central Electoral Commission

Central Electoral Commission is a supreme government organisation for arranging the elections for
the National Assembly. Central Electoral Commussion is formed at least 80 days before the election
get stared, and the commission contains the chairman and at least 14 members of the commission
who are appointed for 3-year term by the National Assembiy. The candidate for the chairman of the
Central Electoral Commission is appointed bv the President of the Azerbaijan Republic. After the
chairman is elected the members of the Comnussion are to be appointed within 3 days. The tcam
should be composed not later than 40 davs before the election starts.  The chatrman of the Central
Electoral Commission, its deputy and members should be educated juridical, abstained and have
voting rights. The Central Electoral Commission carries out the functions of multi-mandate district
clectoral commisston, also. '

Article 14. The authorities of the Central Electoral Commission

“The Central Electoral Commission:supervises the activity of clectoral commissions during the election
to the National Assembly:provides for following the regulations of this [Law and pubfic order during
the elections:provides the instructions for electoral commissions, concerning issues of this
Law;announces the list of candidates and candidates of poliical parties which are participating in
- election;gives candidate cards o the listed candidates of political parties which are participating in
election;registrates  the persons who are representatives of political parties;provides the equal
. opportunity for political parties participating in election and candidates in the single-mandate electoral
. districts in pre-election activity and observes the equal conditions for everybody;confirms the scal, and
- provides the safety of sending the election documents;controls the spending of the part of the state
. budget. given for preparing of election:controls the communication and rooms for electoral
commuissions;vetocs illegal decisions of clectoral commissions;makes the list of elected candidates and
presents it to the National Assembly,organises the election performance according to the 84th and
85th articles of this Law, '

Article 15. District electoral commissions
The District Electoral Commission consists of the chairman and at least 12 members having voting
rights. The members of District Electoral Commission should be educated jundicaly, should all be
citizens of Azerbaijn and should, also be the residents of that electoral district. After its establishment
the Central Electoral Commission appoints the chairman of the district electoral commission within 10
days, and then, from the consent of the chairman, appoints the members of the commussion.

The chairman and members of District electoral commussions  should be from the
organisations financed by the budget, they are to be abstains and the rest from the political partics and
people who applied for their candidates through the casting vote. The rules of the sorption and place
of it should be determined by the Central Electoral Commission. The District Electoral Comumnission is
formed tor the penod of clection.

Article 16. The authorities of the District Electorad Commission

District Electoral Commission:supenises the implementation of this Law in the cerain electoral
district:controls the activity of divisional electoral commission; registrates and gives the ID to the
representatives of the candidates in the single-mandate electoral district;provides for the equal
conditions in the pre-clection activity in the single-mandate clectoral districts:conirols the reasonable
spending of means. given trom the state budget. part of which it divides among divisional electoral
commussions;provides the voting ballots to the divisional electoral commissions;maintaing the rooms
for the divistonal electoral commiissions, communication means, and equipment for the election
performanceiacconding to the 84th and 85th articles of this Law, organises the re-clection
performance.



Article 17. Divisional Electoral Commissions
The dnvisional electoral commission consists of minimum of 6 and maximum of 18 members. It is -
established onlv for the time of election . After its own establishment, the district electoral commission.
establishes the divisional efectoral commissions and appoints its chairmen, within 10 davs. The half of
mombers of Divisional electoral commissions should be from the organisations financed by the
budget. they are 1o be abstains and the minimum of 30 per cent would be the members from the
political parties and other 20 per cent would be represeniatives of the candidates who were clected
through the casting vote. There can be representative from each pohitical party or from independent
candidate in the divisional clectoral commission. It the number of representatives of independent
candidates 8 less than the number of candidates their places can be distnbuted among representatives
of political parties through the casting vote The rules of the casting and place of it should be
determined by the “entral Electioral Commission.

Article 18. The authorities of the divisional electoral commission
Divisional electoral commission:gives the information to the residents on the address, telephone -
number and the working hours of the divisional efectoral commission; makes the List of voters in the
‘poliing station;examines the claims on mistakes in the lists of voters and takes all necessary measures;
informs the votery about voters' lists: prepares the rooms for voting and other equipment; controls the -
placing of pre-election propaganda units around the polling station; organises the voting at the polling
station.

Article 19. The rights of members of electoral commissions
The members of the clectoral commissions are to participate in all of its meetings. The candldatc its
representative of its relatives cannot be in electoral commission.  The member of elecioral
commission: shoutd be informed at time about the mecting of the electoral commussion;can make a
specch at the meetings of the commission, can make suggestion on isstics concerning the clectoral
commissign;can ask the participants questions concerning the agenda of the mecting of the
conunission;can obtain documents of the commission and other materials;From the day of assigning
of the ¢lections to the National Assembly up to the day of announcing the results of elections the
member of the Centrat Electoral Commission has right to use the cervises of the railroad transport,
automobile transport. sea transpon, city transport and airdines within the territory of the Azerbajan-
Republic free of charge. It is prohibited for the members of the electoral commissions to conduct
propaganda against or for any candidate or political party,
Article 20, Organisation of works of the Electoral Commissions ’

I the halt of the commission members participate at the meetings ol the Electoral Commission the
meeting is considered valid. Each decision of Electoral Commission is accepted through the open
voling and the majority of votes, It the votes are equal then the chairman's vote is decistve. If the -
members of the Electoral Commission do not agree with the decision made by the commission then
they may have right 1o express their impression in written form and it's added 1o the protocol
(minutes). The decisions of the Electoral Commissions are obligatory tor all participants of the
elechion process. All the meetings of the Electoral Commission are open. There are not any limitations
for the representatives of candidates, obsernvers, mass media and citizens to participate at those
mectings.

Article 21, Claims on Decisions of the Electoral Connnission
Alier the devisions of district and divisional electoral commission Commissions are accepted the
candicdates to the National Assembly, their representatives, observers and voters may have right to
clatm abowt the decision aceepted to the higher Flectoral Commission. After the decision of Central
Electoral Comnuission is accepted one may have right to claim to the Supreme Court duging 10 days.
The Central Electoral Commiission examines these claims within 7 davs and makes a decision. The
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candidates. their representatives, observers. political parties and their voters can claim the decision of

Central Electoral Commission in the Supreme Courst of Azerbaijan Republic, not later than 10 days -
after the decision was made. The Supreme Court of the Azerbaijan Republic s to scrutinise the ¢ase

and make decision within 3 days. It there is less than 4 days left to the start of the election the

produced cases should be considered immediately.

Article 22. Pledge of the chairman and the members of electoral commission
Before the stant of its functions, the chaimnan and the members of the commission are to take a
pledge: " I pledge before my honour, that T will carry out my responsibilities in accordance with the
Law. and will not be influenced or threatened by nobody™.

Article 23. Aid to the Electoral Commissions

The government official and - agencics, authoriscd pcople should help and give approprate
information to the Electoral Commission for the implememation of their job. The government
ofticial and agencics, as well as authonised people should respond properly to the addresses of the
Elcctoral Conumissions not later than 3 days. The.electoral commissions can hire necessary stutf for.
auniliary works, in the order determined by Central Electoral Commission and in the frames of
allocated funds. In order to preparc and camying out the elections, local state bodies, slate
organisations and emerpnsc‘; have to give buildings and equipment to the clectoral commissions'
disposal. - '

- Article 24, Payments for the work of the members of Electoral commissions
The chairpérsons and members of electoral commiissions are paid for their work for electoral
commissions according the rates presented by the Central Electoral Commission and approved by the
Cabinet of Ministers. The chairpersons and members of electoral commissions who work at
enterpriscs, organisations and institutions, and arc not paid their salarics due to their work in the
¢lectoral commissions, have to be paid the average salary from their main jobs.

Article 25. The replacement of the team of electoral commission
If the members or the chairman of the commission didn't carry out all of their responsibilitics, didn't
take an active part in the commissions' meetings , they would be replaced by the agency. which has
composed the team of the commission. If it is necessary the new chaiman and members can be
appointed. '

Article 26. The formation of electoral list.
In each electoral division for conduct the elections an electoral list has to be formed. The electoral lists
are 10 be formed at the local executive power body and after being confirmed by the heads of these
bodies the electoral lists has to be provided to the divisional clectoral commissions at least 30 days
prior the election. The divisional electoral commissions verify and confirm provided electoral lists. The
verified electoral list is signed by. the chairperson and sc&.rct.m' of the commission.

Article 27. General rule on citizens inclusion inte electoral list
When the clectoral lists are formed, the citizens Inving within the territory of the clectoral division and
having right to vote are to be included in the electoral hist. If, .after the beginning of formation of the
electoral lists an clector moved in other place for permanent living, he may be included in the clectoral
hist of electoral division of his (her) new residence, i he (her) submitied an application to that
electoral division at least 35 days prior the elections. An electoral division have 1o inform about it the
citizen's past electoral division.



Article 28. Inclusion inte the electoral lists of the citizens
of Azerbaijan Republic being abroad
If the Central Electoral Commission has not put more shorter period, the citizens of Azerbatjan
Republic being abroad may submit at least 40 days prior the elections an apphication fo the diplomatic
representations of Azerbaijan Republic for inclusion to the electoral list.

. Article 29. Inclusion into the electoral lists the military servants
Persons at actual military or alternative service are to be included to the electoral lists of the electoral
division in their residence places before call up to the actual military or alternative service Officers,
sergeants and overtime military servants are to be included to the clectoral lists of the clectoral
Jdivision in their residence places.

.o Article 30. Electors inclusion to only one list
Each elector mav be included to only one electoral list. Should the Ceniral Electoral Commission
found an elector included to the electoral lists of several clectoral divisions, an clector has to indicate
within 20 davs which electoral division's electoral st he (she) wanis to be included in, Otherwise the
Central Electoral Commussion includes an clector in the electoral list of the most favourable for voting
electoral district, and inform within three days the clector about it. That decision of the Central
Electoral Commussion is not to be appealed.

Article 31. Announcement of the electoral lists
At least twenty days prior to the elections a divisional electoral commission finishes certification and
confirmation of .electoral lists and allows the ¢lectorate to acquaint with them. ’

Article 32. Check up of the electoral lists

Any voter or solicitor of the candidate or political party may, at least seven days prior to the elections,
inform the divisional electoral commission about mistakes in the electoral lists. Divisional electoral
commissions has to consider the claim within two days and take a decision. A decision of the
divisional etectoral commission may be claimed within two days in the district clectoral commission.
The district clectoral commission has to take a decision within two days after receiving a claim. Its -
decision can be claimed in the Central Electoral Commission. the decision of the Central Electoral
Commission is final,

Article 33. Examination of the denials and claims related to the electoral rights

Any volter or representative of the political party, who could not fully cnjoy their, rights, may, at least
seven days prior to the elections submit to the divisional electoral commiission a claim about mistakes
in the electoral lists. Divisional c¢lectoral commissions has to consider the claim within two days and
take a decision. A decision of the divisional electoral commission mayv be claimed within 3 davs in the
civil court of that district. The civil couwrt examines the clabm within two days, Its decision is
final.should the term for submission of the claim has expired it mav not be a subject to
examination. The divisional clectoral commission has (o inform the Central Electoral Commission
abowt all received claims and corrections made in the electoral lists within the shortest period of ume
but not later than 24 howrs,

Article 34. The rules for appointment of candidates tn the deputies
If the citizen of the Azcrbajjan Republic have coliceted ‘minimum of hwo thousand signatures in the
appropriate clectoral district, he can advance himself to a candidate, in accordance with the limitations
and restrictions of this Law. If any political party have collected minimum of fifty thousand signatures
of supporters and, according to "The Law on Political Parties” of the Azerbaijan Republic have been
registered not later than 70 days before the election in the order set by the legislation, it can appoint its
candidates to the single-mandate electoral district and, also, participate in the multi-mandate olectoral



district. The regulations of the tirst part of this article spread on the candidates of the political parties
appointed in the single-mandate clectoral district. In order to participate in the elections in the multi-
mandate ¢lectoral district, political party has to present a request from its administration team to the
Central Electoral Commuission. The basic list of 25 candidates and the reserve list with maximum of
" 20 per cent of the total number of the appointed candidates as well as the information about their jobs
should be added to the request. In order to appoint the candidates the political party gives the
signature lists (Appendix 2 of this [.aw) to the persons who are enrolled in these lists.

Article 35, The release of the candidates to deputies from jobs

The citizens, who are working in the government agencies connected with organisation ot election. as
well as persons who tun their own business or conduct some commercial actiity, and who also agree
to be appoinicd to a candidate or nominate themselves 10 a candidate. should inform about their will
to be released from job from the 35 days to 33 days before the election day. The wniten request is 1o
be presented Lo the district clectoral commussion.  The district electoral comnmission sends this request
immediately to the concerned governmental and non-governmental agencics and authorised persons.
The governmental and non-governmental agencies or authorised persons make a decision on that
request within 10 days. [f medical workers, policemen, officers of the Armed Forces of the Azerbaijan
Republic,are running for elections or are appointed by their pohitical parties, their representatives or
the representatives of their political parties can be given signature lists only after the confirmation that
their candidate-has left his occupation.

Articlé 36. The rules of gathering voters' signatures
The gathering of the necessary electorates signature for the pasticipation in the elections to Nanonal

Assembly begins 55 days before the day of the clections and finishes 30 days before the day of the

elections. A person which proposed his candidature and the administration team of the political panty
which presents the list of candidates for the participation in the clections to the National Assembly
represent to the electoral district the list of persons which will gather eleclorates signatures. A person
proposing his candidature for the participation in the elections to the National Assembly has to
prepare a signature list in as it is shown in the Appendix 1 of this Law in order to collect the required
number of signatures. In each of the signature list the full name and surname of candidate, his date of
birth, present address and present job should be printed. In order to collect the required number of
signatures for the presentation of the tist of candidates from the political partics the format of
signature list is shown in Appendix 2 of this Law. Each signature list has the full name and sumame,
date of birth, present address and present job of first ten candidates. The person, who collects
signatures, has to show the whole list of candidates by the request of the voter.Every voter signing the
list must indicate there his full name. surname. date of birth, present address. as well as their Azeri
citizenship, identity card or another documents series and number. The full name of signatures
gathening person. his sumarme. address, identity cards number or another documents” series must be
indicated on signatures hist.Citizens of Azerbaijan Republic which live abroad may send their
signatures list through the consulaics of Azerbaijan Republic in appropriate countries. If there is no
such consulate there, thev can send signature list through the consulates of Azerbatjan Republic in the
nearest countrics. The authenticity of the signatures can be testified by Central Electoral Commission
and district electoral commission,

Article 37. T'he notification documents to the candidates
The citizens who nominated themsetves candidaies to the election have to present cenain documents
to the district electoral commission: 1) the information on nomination as a candidate in single-
mandate electoral district; 2) the document with minimum of two thousand signatures for this
candidate from the approprate electoral district: 3) the document certifving the paviment of the sum
_cqual 25 minimum work salaries. The political parties which nominate candidates to the clection have
10 present cortain information 1o the Central Electoral commission:
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1) the information on participating in the election with pointing the elecioral districts where the
candidates of the certain party will run for election; 2) the lists of voters who put their signatures,
registration documents; 3) the basic and the reserve list of the candidates in the multi-mandate
clectoral districts; 4) the document with minimum of two thousand signatures and minutes of meeting
or conferences of the political parties concerning its regulations in case if there 15 no regulations in
the Law of this Party concerning appointing candidates of the partics in the single-mandate electoral
districts;S)the writien consent of the candidaics who appoint themsetves in the single-mandate
clectoral district:6)the document cenifving the payvment of sum cqual 25 minimum work salanes
muitiplied by the number of candidates in the list; 7) the document certifying the payment of sum -
equal 25 minimum work salarics for cach candidate appointed by the party in the single-mandate
clectoral district. The document certifying the citizenship of the candidates, their names, surnames
and the nuddle names, addresses and place of ‘job should be presented. The paid sum is not to be
returned to the non-clected candidates and should be transferred to the state budget. The submission
of the noiification documents stars 55 days before the election and ends 30 days belore the election.

The Central Electoral Commission, after the recenving the notification documents of the
political party, should send a request to the appropriate government agency on the confirmation of the
registration of the certain political party within rwo days. The written answer should be received in 2
days. If there was any mistake done during the registration of the political party, the Central Electoral
Commission should inform the representative of the party immediately.

Article 38. Authorised representatives to the elections to the National Assembly

Every candidate participating in the elections to the National Assembly in the singie-mandate electoral
district may propose 15 citizens who have right to vote, and every political party participating in
elections in the multi-mandate electoral district may propose up to 45 citizens who have right to vote,
to the district electoral commission to be registered as the authorised representatives. A political party
or a candidate participating in the elections sheuld indicate full names and addresses of the persons
whom they authorise as representatives to the clections to National ,when submitting the notification .
documents. The authonised representative may:carry out the different orders of a political party or a
candidate he represents;conduct propaganda against the opponents of his candidate or a party;conduct
propaganda for his candidate or a political party;require the tollowing of this Law;claim the decisions
of the divisional elecloral commissions in the district ¢lectoral commission;claim the decisions of the
distnct electoral commissions in the ,cnil court:claim the decisions of the Central Electoral
Commission in the Supreme Court;observe -the commission’s work and calculation of votes. The
authorised representative should not interfere the work of the commission.

-Article 39. The appointment of the candidates and putting them into the list of candidates
The same candidate cannot be appointed in two or more electoral districts. The person who appoints
himself as a candidate in the single-mandate electoral district can give the information on participation
in the election 10 ontv one appropriate electoral disirict and cannot participate in the muhi-mandate
clectoral district af the same time.  Every candidate to the deputy can be enrolled ondy o one list of
candidates of political party in the multi-mandate electoral district. The person enrolled in this tvpe of
list can not be appointed as a candidate in the single-mandate clectoral district ar the same time.If the
citizen of the Azerhaijan Repubhic is enrolled in the bst of more than one political party in the multi-
mandate electoral districl and ot the same time appointed as a candidate in the single-mandate
electoral district. the Central Electoral Commission must require him 1o chose either list of candidates
of one political party or the one single-mandate district where he wants o be appointed as a
candidate. 11" the candidate doesn’t present the answer within 25 davs before the clection day, his
name wil be terminated from the lists of candidates in the single-mandate and multi-manglate clectoral
districts. '



Article 40. The right to take back the notification documents '
In the single-mandate electoral district the citizen of the Azerbaijan Republic advancing the candidate
in the list of political party , as well as political party has nght to take back its notification documents
not later than 7 davs before the election day. In order to do this it 15 necessary to inform the Central
Electoral Commission and respected political party in a written form If the political party in coalition
takes back the notification documents, the names of the candidates of that party are excluded from
the general list of candidates and in that instance, the name of the coalition may be changed. The
other parties in the coalition are informed about it in a wrtien form. When taking back the
notification documents there remains only one political party’s candidates tn the joint list, they can
participate in the ¢lections as the candidates of that partv only. -

Article 41. Announcement of the Lists of Candidates.

Not later than 25 days of the elections of the National Assembly, the Central Electoral Commission
announces the lists of candidates from parties as well citizens who nominated themsechves as
candidates, according to clectoral districts. For this purpose after the submissior: term of the list of
candidates completed, the appropriate governmental agency satistics the demands of the Central
Elcctoral Commission within one dav and officially approves the registration of the certain political
party, or informs whether political party had already stopped or completed its activity. The following
day of official approval the Central Electoral Commission with the participation of the authorised
representatives of political parties arranges the lots drawing according to the list of the political parties
and the coalition by setting them up in order. The day when the list of candidates is announced, the
election campaign is considered started .

Article 42. The right of the candidate to National Deputies to make speeches on the meetings, to
use mass media and get information '

After the announcement of the lists of candidates to the elections to the National Assembly the |

candidates to the National Deputies have full night to perform before the meetings of their clectorate
and other gatherings, mass media and advertise their pre-electoral programmes.Officials of the state
bodies and organisations have to help candidates to National Deputies in holding meetings with the
electorate, getting any necessary information.

Article 43. The responsibility taken for violation of this Law

The persons who interfere the implementation of the citizens' rights to vote for national deputics to be
glected, to national deputies to conduct the pre-election propaganda, carry responsibility under the
regulations of the Legislation of Azerbaijan Republic. The persons, who publish false information
about candidates lo the National deputies, and interfere the meetings of candidate and his voltes, carry
responsibility under the regulations of the legislation of Azcrbaijan Republic. The members of
- electoral commissions and other authorised persons who falsify electoral documents, miscount the
votes, violate. the secrecy of voting process. and allow any -other violation of this Law. carry
. responsibility under the regulations of the legislation of Azerbaijan Republic.

Article 44. Inviolability of a candidate to National Deputies Assembly
Duning clectoral campaign as well as after announcement of the results of clections. a person included
1o the list of candidates 10 National Deputies Assembly can't be charged, arrested or called to account
without consent of Central Electoral Commission.

Article 45, Participation of observers in elections to the National Deputies Assembly
The candidates and political partics participating in the elections have right to appoint their obsenvers. |
Each candidate and each political party participating in the clection can appoint the number of
observers equal to the number of poling stations in the electoral district where the list of candidales is
put up by the political partv, However, the observer, appeointed by the political party in the multi-



10

mandate electoral district serves at the same time as an observer of the candidate, appointed by same
party, in the single-mandate electoral district. No less than 30 days before the day of the elections to
National Assembly Central Electoral Commission appeal to foreign countries and mternational
organisations with the request to send observers. Observers can claim the decisions of the divisional
electoral commissions in the district electoral commissions. They, also, can claim the decisions of the
district clectoral commission in the c¢ivil courts of the certain districts, The observers can claim the
decisions of the Central Electoral Commission in the Supreme Court of the Azerbaijan Republic. At
the day of the election the observers have vight to require the chairman and the members of the
commission and also other persons inside of the building where the clection is being performed to
tollow this Law and other laws of the Azerbaijan Republic. All of the condilions necessary for
observing the voting process and the calculation of vofes should be provided at the day of the
election. ‘The observers should not intertere the work of the commussion.

Article 16. The pre-election campaign

After the announcement of list of candidates nominated from the political partics participating in the
elechon and candidates {rom the single-mandate electoral district by the Central Electoral Commussion
they can start the pre-election campaign. It is prohibited to bribe the voters in any way during the pre-
election campaign in order to collect their votes. The Central Electoral Commussion will not allow to
any candidate or political party to participate in the election, if thev are conducting this sort of achivity.
It is prohibited to conduct the pre-clection propaganda in the military detachments, police stations,
courts; and prosscutor agencies. Pre-election campaign can be performed by all means and forms if
they do not violate the laws and the constitution of the Azerbaijan Republic. The persons carrying on
. -.prc—clcction campaign should follow gencerally adopted ethic norms.

Artlcle 47. The rules and conditions of usmg of mass media during the electoral campaign by
candidates to Nationat Deputies Assembly

The polmc.al partics and nominees are given the night by the government to use mass media tree of
charge. The strict volume and time of television and radio broadeasting for pre-election campaign
agreed with the authorities of TV and radio broadcasting company 15 to be determined and distnbuted
by the Central Electoral Commission among the nominees on e¢qual basis. Durning the election’
campaign cach political party 1s allowed minimum one hour, but the nominated citizens are allowed
only ten minutes. Each political party participating in the elections to the National Assembly is
_allowed free of charge publication of their program texts limited up to 3 printed pages in the state
newspapers. Each nominee is allowed to do the same but their program texts should not exceed one
printed page. The campaign in non-governmental mass media is carried on at the expense ot these
parties and nominees. Central Electoral Commission solves all the disputes connected with the pre-
clection campaign. In Casc it the mass media gives a disrespectful information about the candidate, it
has o give the candidate a chance 10 make a speech, but not later than 1 day before the election
starts.

Article 48. Prohibition for authorised persons from government agencies
do influence the voters' will .
It is prohibited for government agencies officers and also state mass media agents to use their
pavileges to udluence the voter to express their ideas, ;md conduct anyv propaganda.

Article 49. Financing of pre-election campaign
The candidates 1o the National Adwvisors Assemblyv pay tor the cast of pre-clection propaganda
themselves. According to the 47-ht article of the Law all expenditures such as iune on the television
and radio, publishing of candidates pre-clection posters, publishing ol pre-clection platforms and
name lists of the candidates in the governmental newspapers is paid by Government budget of .
Azerbaijan Republic. Financial means for predilection propaganda are controlled by Central Elecloral
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Commussion ard Minstry of Finances of Azerbajjan Republic. Citizen who were elected to the
National Advisors have to report to the Ministry of Finances of Azerbaijan Republic and publish the
information in the newspapers about sources of means used for pre-clection propaganda and used of
these means not later than 15 davs from the day of their election.

Article 50. Prohibition of any pre-electoral propaganda 24 hours before the day of election
It is prohibited to conduct pre-electoral propaganda at the day before the clection (24 hours) and the
election dav. At the day election there should not be any units of propaganda at the range of 100m
from the building where the voling is to be performed.

Article 51. Drafting of sample documents for the election to the National .&ssembly
Central Electoral Commission sets, necessary for clection to the National Assembly electoral cards,
electoral bulletin, envelops for sending voter by post, other officer, envelops used in election process,
packages, documents. forms. and the rules of filhng them out.

Article 32, Voting ballots .

Every voler receives two voting ballots for the elections to the National Assembly. One is for the
single-mandate district to vote for the candidate. The other one is for the multi-mandate district to
vote for the candidates from the political parties.In the batlot for single-mandate district the first name,
second name and the middle name of every candidate to the deputies and also the name of the
political party of the candidate should be put alphabeticallv.In the ballots for multi-mandate electoral
district the names of the political partics, which has presented the lists of candidates, should be put
alphabeticallv. The symbol of the party can be put together with its name.

Article 53. Getting the ballots for the elections to the National Assembly
to the place of election :
Electoral commissions must get the clectoral ballots and envelops to the divisional electoral
commissions and post offices not later than 5 days before the clection to the National Assembly.
Divisional electoral commissions must deliver the electoral ballots to the polling stations not later. than.
" 24 hours before the election. Electoral Commission must get the electoral ballots and envelops to the
representatives of Azerbaijan Republic abroad and to the ships under the flag of Azerbaijan Republic
not later than 10 days before elections to the National Assembly. Central Electrical Commission
should, without s¢t time violation, issuc Electoral ballots and envelops for voting by post, and get
them to the voters.
Part I11. Performance of the Elections

Article 534. The place and the time of voting
Elections wilt be held from 8:00 to 22:00 in the certain rooms appointed by the agencies. It there is
no.other rule applied to this Law, the voter will vote at the divisional clectoral commission, where his
name is histed.

Article 55, The equipment supply for places of voting for the elections
to the National Assembly
The requirement for the equipment for voting is determined by the Central  Electoral
Commission. Voting Cabin should be set in certain way so, that nobody can see the voter. The text of
this Law should be at every divisional electoral commission, in the places where it is easy to read
them. There should be a name bist of the candidates. At the day of the clection there should be no
other political action heed at the divisional electoral commission.



Article 36, The opening of voting
At ihe day the election to the National Assembly the divisional ¢lectoral commussion will be open if
two thirds of the members of Electoral commission are available. Thus, the chairman of the Electoral
commission together with its members check the voting box and then seat it. The chairman of
commission after being sure that no violation of rules has occurred, distributes voting ballots and
voter's nameless to the members of the commussion and announces the opening of voting. The
number of given ballots i3 in the calculation minutes of the divisional electoral commission. .

Article 87, Personal identification of the voter participating in the election
{0 the National Assembly
By the time the voter comes to the divisional clectoral commission he has to present his voting card,
identification card or other documents, 1dent1f\mg his citizenship, and then he puls the signature to
the namelist. After signing the namelist, the voter is given voting ballots.

Article 58. Voting regulations

‘The voter, participating in ¢lections 1o the National Assembly, receives voting bulletin, gocs to the
voting cabin and fills out the bullctin there. In the ballot of single-mandate electoral district the voter
keeps the name of the candidate he (she) votes for and crosses the others. In  the ballot of multi-
mandate electoral district the voter keeps the name of the party he (she)votes for and crosses the
others. The voter inserts the filled out bulletin 1o the voting box himsclf. By the voter's request, the
.- spoiled voting bulletin can be changed by new one. ‘After giving the voter new bulletin the member of
commission crosses out the spoiled bulletin and signs it. The spoiled bulictin is kept separately. Due to
the physical incapability, the vater, who can't fill.out the bulletin and insert it in the voting box him
sclf, has to notify to the chairman of the commission or any responsible person who will come and
vote tor him. At the day of election the chairman of the commission shouid distribute the ballots at the
place where they live to the voters, who live far, and it would take them a long time to come to the
poll station,

Article 59. The voting performance at the diplomatic missions
of Azerbaijan Republic abroad :
Al the diptomatic missions of Azerbaijan Republic the voting can be performed during the working
time. For this purpose at least 4 hours should be designated. Central Electoral commission with the
consent of Ministry of Foreign Affairs make a list of diplomatic missions and sets the voting days {for
each diplomatic mission minimum of 5 days). She responsibility for orgams'mon of voting in
diplomatic missions lays on the Head of the Mission.

Article 60. The voting performances on ships carrying state flag of Azerbaijan Republic

In case is the ship under the flag of Azerbaijan Republic went tfrom the part minimum 6 days before
clections to the National Deputies Assembly and didn't return get. and the members of the crew and
passengers by anv other reasons cannot vote at their divisional electoral comnussion or by post, the
voting would be held on the board. Central Elcctoral Commission with consent of suthoriscd state
agencies makes the hst of ships and sets the voting ime for them. Every voters on the board of the
sinp should be capable to vote. Captain of the ship is responsible for the voting performance. '
Article 61. The rule of holding elections in the diplomatic representations of the Azerbaijan
Repubiic in the ships sailing under the Flag of the Azerbaijan Republic
The rule of holding elsctions in the diplomatic representations of the Azerbaijan Republic and in the
ships sailing under the Flag of the Azerbaijan Republic is determined by the Central Electoral
Commission of the Azerbaijan Republic,



Articte 62, The voting performance in the miiitary detachments
The voting in the military detachments of the Armed Forces of the Azer batjan Republic is carried out
through the polling stations, which are established there.

Article 63. Holding elections to the of National Assembly in the places

of treatment and Social guardianship
The residents of the places of treatment and social guardianship capable of wolfing vote in the room
singled out in the said place for the elections to the National Assembly is accordance with the rule
determined by this article. But the residents of the places of the treatment and social guardianship in
capable of walking are Visited by the special official persons authorised by the district electoral
commission of the post oftice. A person participation in the voting shall fill in the voting paper by his
hands and put into the envelope in the situation satisfving confidensiality of voting, In case of
necessity he can use the help of a person he relics on. The chiefs of the places of treatment or social
guardianship can in connection with the elections prohibit to disturb the patients seriously ill. A person
who is not able to realise his actions and control them due to his chronic mental decease or due to his
temporary breach of his physics can not be disturbed either in connection with the ¢lections provided
the medical commission draws a decision on that person in accordance with the rule determined by
the Ministry of Health.

Article 64. The voting performance in prisons
The Central Electoral Commission sets the regulations for the voting process in prisons.

Article 65. Participation of the citizen of the Azerbaijan Republic arrested during the
preliminary investigations or detained in the isolation wards until the sentence ’
of the Court comes into force
The citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic arrested during the preliminary investigation or det'uned in
the isolation wards until the sentence of the court comes into force take part in the elections to the
National Assembly.

Article 66. Following public order during the elections to the National Assembly
Public order should be followed during the clections to the National Deputies Assembly. The
members of the commission of the corresponding divisional elecloral commission have right to ask
those who break the public order and tranquillity to lcave the divisional electoral commission.

Part [V. Elections’ Results Determination

Article 67. Registration of electoral ballots
After the end the election to the National Deputies Assembly the divisional electoral commission
becomwes closed and the chairman of electoral commission collects all not used ballots from each
member separately, counts then, and checks illegally distributed ballots.Uinused ballots and spoiled
ballots get counted and sealed accordingly. Then, they are o be put to the special envelops, and
sealed.

Article 68. The caiculation of votes at the divisional electoral commission
After the end of the clection to the National Asscmbly the divisional clectoral commission determines
the member of voters who come to vote on the basic name list of voters at the divisional electoral
commission.In order to find out any possibility of opening the voting box and for any evidences of
taking out electoral ballots from the voting box illegally the divisional ¢lectoral commission should
check the box.If there will be such evidence, the act is to be cstablished and. the votes will not be
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wouded. Adler bedig surs that the voiing box was pot damagad. the nuinbers ot the divistonal
electoral conumussion open it and count the voies. The votes are counted in such way, so that
participating persons could observe this process. Special regulations on calculation of votes are set by
Central Electoral Comunission.

Article 69. The minutes of calcuiation of votes for the election

Afler the calculation of votes at the divisional clectoral commission both of the minutes are to be
arranged. The minutes should include the following: 1)the number of votes at the divisional electoral
comnussion; 2)the number of votes who have voted at the divisional electoral commuission; 3)the
number of ballots given to the members of commission; 4)the number of not used electoral ballots;
Sythe number of spoiled ballots; 6)the number of valid clectoral ballots; . 7)the number of invalid
clectoral ballots. The chawrman and the members of the divisional electoral commission put their
signatures on the minutes of calculation of votes.

Article 70. Invalid electoral ballots
The following ballots are considered invalid: | )sample ballots that were not defined; 2)¢lectoral ballots
that were not certificd by the stamp of suitable divisional electoral commission; 3)electoral ballots that
do not belong to the certain electoral district: 4)electoral ballots that were more than two candidates'
names are marked.District electoral Commission makes a decision about calculation of invalid
electoral ballots.

1
Articte 71. Submission of votes calculation documents and other ballot

documents to the electoral districts
Submission of the minutes on votes registration of elections to the National Assembly and other
electoral documentation’s area electoral commissions shalt put all the ballot papers including invalid
and not used ones, minutcs of votes registration, clection lists and other electoral papers into packages
and seal them in established order by the Central elcctoral commission. Minutes on voles registration
of clections to the National Assembly and other electoral papers shall be sent to appropriate elections
commission of the National Assembtly. If the Central electoral commission has not determined other
procedures the packages shall be submitted to the appropriate ¢clectoral district’s commission of the
National Assembly.The Central' electoral commission shall provide together with the Ministry of
Internal affairs of the Azerbatjan Republic delivery of the electoral papers and safety of persons who
deliver them.

Article 72. The counting of votes on elections to the National Assembly in electoral district's
. : commission
The electoral district's commussion will start counting the votes afler having received the paper on
votes registration from electoral area commissions. i

Article 73. Other minutes of registration of votes _
The distnct clectoral commission, following in compliance with the minutes of registration of votes

received from the division electoral commissions, determines: 1)jthe total number valid ballots

gathered from the divisional electoral commissions; 2)the number of invalid baltots gathered from the
divisional ¢lectoral commissions; 3jthe number of votes accumulated for the candidates, The
information s recorded in the minutes of District Electoral Commissions tor vote calculating purposes
and thosg protocols are signed by the chairmen and members of the Electoral Commission. The same
kind of minutes is to be recorded for the determination of results of clection in the single-mandate
electoral district.



Articie T4, Fhe deternsination o pesadts ol elections an the shsgle-mandate electural distiict
The clection m the single-mandate electoral distriet are considered vaiid, whena maore than 30 per cent
of the voters from the voters list of the certain clecioral diserict have participared in the clection. The
candidate 15 considered elected if more than have of the voters participating in the election voted for
tim.  If more than two candidates were nominated in the electoral distner and none was clected. the
Central Electoral Commission assigns re-clection within two weeks. Onlv two of the candidates. who
gathered the biggest number of votes cach, can participate in the re-election. If these two candidates
gather the equal number of votes, the re-election should be assigned again 1t less than 50 per cent of
the voters in the single-mandate electoral district was participating in the clection and none ot the two
nominated candidates was elected. the re-election is te be organssed within 3 months.

Article 75, The determination of resuits of election in the multi-mandate elecloral district
The clection in the multt-mandate electoral district are considered valid, when more than 30 per cent
ot the voters participated in the eiection. The poiitical party can pei the deputy mandate only if the
minimum of 8 per cent of the voters voted for the list of candidates presented by this party. The
number ol mandales is divided among political partics by the numbcr of voies gathered by the partics
in a proportional wav, Betore thal by the division of the total number of voters by the number of
mandaies of the mi-mandate clectoral distnict the required number of votes for one mandate is 1o
be. determined. After that the number of voles gathered bv the political parties and every list of
candidates is to be divided by the ¢lecioral quote, and the received number will show the share of
mandates for the political party. The rest of the mandates is distributed among the lists of candidates
which have the biggest number of vortes left. The candidates from the same list will receive the
mandates v accordance with the:vules, set i the notification documents of the political party. If less
than 30 per cent was participating m the clection in the multi-mandate electoral district or none of the
candidates of the political parties could gather more than 8 per cent of votes, the re-clection would be
assigned within 6 months.

Article 76. Submission of the documents on elections from different electoral
tlistricts to the Central Electoral Conmmission '
All the documentation and ballot papers recenved trom different clectoral districts by post, as well as
calculaied minutcs are 1aken 1o the special package and sealed.These packages are submitted 1o
Central Electoral Commission for a definite period. Central Electoral Commission is responsible for
the documentation of National Assembiv for a plenary power period.

Article 77. The participance of observers in determining the resuits of
clection and calculating votes

Representatives of the candidates, observers, as well as representatives from mass media can
participate i determining of resulls of election in the electoral districts as well as in calculating votes
i distnct ¢lectoral commissions and divisional clectoral commissions. Observers, in the certain
electoral commissions, may have right 1o object i there is a violaton of this Law or other laws of
Azerbaijan Republic, but they should not interfere the work of the clectoral commission. Observers
may express ey obyections in e written torm. The documienis on objection and other electoral
documents of the divisional electoral commission are presented together to the district electoral
commisston. Representanves from mass modia are not allowed 10 distribute the information about
results of eleetion and calcutation of votes in oral. written torm or by video and photo cameras unless
the Centrad Electoral Cemmission announces the informaiion about clection tscli.

Article 78, Announcement of results of the election
The Central Electoral Commission announces the hinal results of the elections not later than 7 days
after the election day,



Articie 79, Ve notification about election Lo the candidates
Within 3 davs after the announcement of the resulis of the election to the National Advisory
Assembly, the Central Electoral Commission gives the nolifving document to the clected candidates |
If the clected candidate doesn't receive the nelitving document within 3 davs, he can claim to the
Supreme Court of the Azerbaijan Republic. Its decision s final.

Article 8G. The replacement of the deputies

The replacement takes place in case of the depuiv's death, its fatture to fultil his responsibilities: 1) if
the deputy was clected on the basis of majonty clection system, in accordance with the rule of this
Iaw, the new elections are to be carried out iy the single-mandate electoral district where the lormer
was clected: 2) if the deputy was clected from the list of the candidates of political party, the first
candidate standing in the basic List of this party would take his place and becomes a deputy. It all of
the candidates from the basic list were elected, the first candidate trom the reserve list of the political
party would take his place. in accordance with the regulations of this article.

Article 81. Re-election to the People-Advisors Assembly
There-clection to the National Adhvisors Assembly : Un the distnct where clections were not
performed and-or were considered mvalid. 2. The re-election is performed under 73-ht article of this
L.aw. The Central Electoral Commission sets the date and the rules for the re-election.

Article 82, Invalidity of elections
If during the clection there was a falsification of ¢lectoral documents or any actions to influcnce the
result of election. the election would be considered invalid. As regards to invalidity of election every
candidate who participated in election can clam to the Constitutional Cowrt of the Azerbaijan
Republic within 3 davs after the announcement of the results, The Constitutional Court examines the
claims within 15 days. Its decision is final.

Part V. Final Provisions

Article 83, Disfranchisement from Deputies
The person can be deprived of his rights as a Deputy in the tollnwmg, cases: 1.When Supremc Court
decides that the elections i separate clectoral disinicts are invalid. 2. When the Deputy changes a
.citizenship. 3. When the Court makes a decision about Deputy. 4. When his post does not match with
his activity. 3.\When the Deputy resigns. 6.When his political party's actinity does not match with the
law of the Azerbapan Republic. It the Depun's resignation is put in the record of the meeting of
National Assembly, it 1s then considered vand. Thus, Deputy can nol take back his mandate,

Article 84. The decision on disfranchisement from Deputies
Below is the list of persons or government agencies who can mahe a decision on deprivation the
Deputy of his mandate: 1) Central Electoral Commission according to the 1-st paragraph of the 83d
article of this Law: 2) The Fresident of the Azerbaijan Republic according to the 2-nd and 4-th
paragraphs of the 83d article ol this Law; 3) 'The Constitwtional Court of Azerbagan Republic
according to the 3-d and 6-th paragraphsof the 33d aructe ol this Law; 4) The Chairman of the
National Assembly accovding to the 3-th paragraph of the 83d article of this Law.

Article 83, Trausitional provisions
Taking into consideration the transitional period in the buillding of the state of the Azerbanan
Republic. during the first eleciions to National Assembly based on this Law, the Central Electoral
Conunission can make exceptions for certain candidates and deputies in respect to the 1st part of the
35th article and the 4th paragraph of the 83 anticle of this Law.I'he number of candidates to the
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iJeputies, who regmstrated according to these sxeeptions. ¢an not be more than 13 por cent trom the
total number of Deputies of National Assemblhy of the Azerbatjan Republic. The Supreme Council of
Azerbaijan Republic has authorities, determined in the first part of the Sth article and in the first part
of the 13th article of this Law, until the new National Assembly is elected. The Supreme Court of
Azerbaijan Republic makes decisions on points, determined in 82nd article of this Law, until the
Constitutional Court of the Azerbaijan Republic is established. The authorities of the People Deputies
of the Supreme Council of the Azerbaijan Republic wiil end from the first meeting of newh elected
National Assembly.

Article 86. Enforcement of the Law
The Law will come into force from the day of its signing.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC
HEYDAR ALIYEY '

BAKU. AUGUST 12TH. 1995,
4 1082



