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November 29, 1995

Dear Colleague:

The Intemnational Foundation for Election Systems (IFES), as part of its election
administration and voter education support project for Central Asia, recently completed two
public opinion surveys of 1,500 citizens of both Kazakstan and Kyrgyzstan oa a range of issues
related to development of multi-party politics, legal reform, non-governmental orgaunizations, and
the election system in each country.

While IFES experts are continuing their analysis of the two dafa sets, some of the basic
information presented in the enclosed report is being shared with government officials, scholars,
non-governmental organization representatives, party leaders, and parliamentarians throughout
the region. The findings have proven to be of particular interest as Kazakstan and Kyrgyzstan
prepare for elections in December.

We hope that you find the report to be useful in your work. Thank you for vour interest.

Richard W. Soudriette

President
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I F E S International Foundation for Election Systems

1101 15th Street, N.W.® 3rd Floor ® Washington, D.C. 20005 e {202) 828-8507 e FAX (202) 452-0804

KEY FINDINGS FROM
KAZAKSTAN NATIONWIDE SURVEY
FIELDWORK: JuULY ©-29, 1995

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Pessimism is widespread about conditions. Three-fourths are dissatisfied with the situation in
Kazakstan today, mostly for economic reasons, such as the worsening financial situation,
inflation, delay in the payment of wages. Two-thirds state that conditions have deteriorated
since independence.

No consensus on the declaration of independence. Among Kazaks-the prevailing opinion is
that the declaration was a “good thing,” but Russians are more likely to see it as bad.

Most hope economy will improve by the year 2000.
. Few foresee economic improvements in the next year -- as many say the

situation will worsen (35%), as believe it will remain the same (32%) and 23%
predict economy will improve.

. By the year 2000, a slim majority (51 %) predict economic conditions will have
improved.
. Public opinion results do not predict what direction the public wants the

economy to take -- half would return to an economy fully controlled by thie
state, and 37% want limited government involvement.

Most do not foresee strife between national groups. Large majority (71 %) believe that
relations among national groups will remain stable for a long time. This prediction is more
widely expressed by Kazaks (84 %) than by Russians (60%).

No consensus on curtailing freedoms.

. As many agree (44 %) as disagree (45 %) that to have order and discipline it is
necessary to limit political and civil rights.



. Half (56 %) reject the proposition that a dictatorship is necessary, but a sizeable
proportion (37 %) agree.
Public feels insufficiently informed about developments.

. Half (49%) say they have a fair amount of information about political
developments, but two in five (42 %) say they have little or no information.

. On economic reforms, by a slim margin more believe they have (47 %) than lack
information (43%).

Western countries are seen as models. Germany (18%) is most frequently named, followed

by the United States (11%), Turkey (9%) and Russia (9%). A few (only 4%) say that no
country is a model.

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

Democracy is equated with freedoms. When asked “what it means to live in a democracy,”
most define it as a society which observes human rights (26 %) and permits personal freedoms
and the freedom of choice (16%). Many Kazaks and Russians also define it as living in an
independent state (Kazaks- 17%, and Russians- 20%).

Lukewarm support for non-governmental organizations.

. Half state that the environment in Kazakstan is conducive to the formation of
citizen’s organizations without government involvement. The rest reject this
view (25%) or express no opinion (23%)

. Half of the general public believe that it is necessary to have citizens freely
associate and form organizations without the involvement of the government.

A

Political parties have very limited appeal.

. A slim majority (55%) favor a multiparty systemn. A third, however, believe
that there should only be a single party (23%) or “no party at all” (7%).

. None of the parties attract a sizeable following. Identification with any one
political party is in single digits (9% or less), with the exception of the
Movement Nevada-Semipalatinsk -- among Kazaks, 13% identify with this
party.
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This low level of identification with parties probably reflects a negative, maybe
hostile, view of political parties. Among the public, a definite majority (58%)
prefer to vote for an independent candidate. Only one-in-five {(19%) would vote
for a party-affiliated candidate.

Large majorities (ranging from 69% to 85%) believe that labor unions,
community organizations and political parties should have the right to nominate
candidates for the Supreme Soviet.

Most vote, but few feel empowered.

There is broad participation in elections (69% say they voted in March 1994;
73% in the referendum). Voting is seen as a duty, not a privilege or a process
whereby citizens can affect decision-making.

As many say voting gives citizens a means to influence decisions as reject this
proposition (42% to 46%). Kazaks and Russians differ on this issue — half of
Kazaks see voting as empowerment, while half of Russians reject this notion.

Many voters apparently do not vote only for themselves -- a plurality witnessed
one person casting votes for others (29%) or themselves engaged in this practice
(14%).

The appearance of the ballot appears not to present any problems. Few (5%)
see it as confusing, or favoring a particular candidate; most (71%) agree that
the ballot did not indicate a preference for any candidate.

Most say that election officials are the same as before independence: Three-fourths agree

that elections are managed by the same people who ran things before independence (42% say
“all of the election officials are the same people” and 34% say “some were new, some old™).
Only a few (8%) say elections are run by new people.



VIEWS OF YOUNG ADULTS (urbanites aged 18-24)
Compared with the general public, young adults are:

More optimistic about conditions since independence: Two out of five (40%)

see life as having remained the same or improved; over half (57 %) say
the situation has worsened (67 % of the general public say conditions
have worsened).

More dissatisfied with the observance of human rights and
political freedom.

Less willing to trade personallfreedoms for order --two-thirds
reject the notion that order requires limiting political and civil
rights or establishing a dictatorship.

Reject a state-controlled economy. Albeit by the small margin,
young adults favor limited government involvement rather than
a return to an economy of state control (46% limited to 38% full
state control; opinion divides roughly evenly among thf: general
public.

Supportive of non-governmental organizations. Two-thirds
consider it necessary to have organizations without government
involvement.

Endorse a multiparty systems - 70% see many parties constituting
an ideal (54 % of the general public hold this view).

‘More extensively identify with a political party. Four parties

have a following in two digits, the Movement Nevada-Semipalatinsk
in the lead (identified by 23% of young Kazaks and 14% of young
Russians); in second place, each attracting around 10% of Kazaks
and Russians, are the Democratic Committee on Human Rights and

The Party of Peoples Unity of Kazakstan; around 10% of Kazaks also
Identify with Zheltoksan.

Do not accept voting as empowerment: By more than a two-to-one
margin, young Russians reject the proposition that voting gives the
public influence on decisions; opinion is divided among young Kazaks.

More frequently witness multiple votes cast by one person: A

definite majority report seeing people voting on behalf of others (59%)
or themselves participating in such a practice (30%).
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Is Kazakstan a Democracy?
Less than half think, “Kazakstan is a Democracy.”

yes 42%

no 33%
DA/DK 24%

Survey design and supervizion by the Ietermational foundation for Electaraf Syatemy,
500 f1ct-ta-face ntervines condocted patioawide 9.9y 1993ty the Gllr bostitets, Margin ofwror & + 4 225, For roey informaatian contact: IFES, 101 1348 Sereet, 1 Toor, Wachingioa, DX, (102) R2-850T; Fax: (102} 452-0804
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Life in a democracy means

Responses to the question “What does it mean to you
to live in a democracy?”

Observance of humaﬁ rights
Independent legal state
Freedom of choice and actions
State governed by the people
Equality of all citizens

Live in material sufficiency
Confidence in the future
Other

Live in peace and harmony

la;:ggglll

DK/NR

IFEES

1500 face-ta-Facy imerviews condartsd aacioawide -1¥ oy 1995k e 6 lestinete. Margin ofrer i+ LK. For more inkoraation comtact; IFES, 1OI 156k Street, ed Floor, Washington, DC. (102) R28-0507; fax: (207) 452-0804




Models for development

Responses to the open-ended question “Which foreign country could be a
model for Kazakstan’s development?”

Germany

USA

Turkey

Russia

Other countries of W. Europe
japan

China

Countries of Central and §.E. Asia
Other

Uzbekistan

No such country

Kazakstan itself

Baltic Countries

rggmgmgl

DK/NR

IFES
Sarvey desig and supenviion b e fernationa Fundaion for Elctral Systeen, M

1500 Eace-to-face interviews conducted natioowide 929 fuly F¥5by the Giller lustitute. Margin ol ervor is +/. 22%. For more information contact; IFES, 1101 I5th Street, 3d Floor, Washington, DC. (202} E23-4547; Fax: (202) 451-0804
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Independence: Good or Bad

VIEWS ON INDEPENDENCE

60% — : 53%
49%
50% :
40% ~ o
| 20% 20%
bt
30% -
'If: 3 20%
i 18%
i 16%
20% s o
gat] 1% ] o
‘ ~ =
10% o
0% r ' I | T T
Kazak Russian Kazak Youth Russian Youth

Percent Saying Independence Is:

Good =1 Neither [} Bad

IFES
AL

Surery dusign and sepervision by the Intemational Fourdation for Electoval System.
1500 face-to-face interviews conducted nationwidy 9-19 July 1995ty the Gller lustitute, Hargin of ermor is +-/- 2.2%. For mory inform2tiow contact: IFES, {11 15th Serees, 3rd Ploor, Washington, 0C. (202 0200807, Fax: (202) 452-0804



I Satisfaction with...

ll Electoral System —

Political, civil freedom

Human rights

l Education, culture, science

l Fight against crime m
'] Economic reform pace m
ll Opportunity to affect state 1

l—" Welfare protections m | i m
.] Quality of life o ) | 5%

ll Health care

'I . Satisfied - Dissatisfied

1500 facptoExce interviews condocted natiomwide 9.19 Joky 1995y che Gilt Lostitute, Margis of ervoris +/- 1.1, For ore ioformation contacr: WES, 110K 190k Sreer, 1rd Foor, Washinguon, DC.(201) 013-4507; Fa: (202) 452.0804
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Reasons for satisfaction with the

Kazakstani situation

Responses to the open-ended question: “What are some of the reasons why you
said you are satisfied with the situation in Kazakstan today?”

interethnic & political stability, peace m

sovereignty, independence of Kazakstan
market economy

economic well-being

business possibilities

availability of goods

observance of civil freedoms

return to traditions

other |

Survey design and supervision by the International Foundation far Electoral Systems,
1500 ace-to-face interviews conducted nationwide -1 July 1995by the Gilker Fnstitute, Margin of ervor is + /- 11%. For more information contact: IFES, 1101 156h Street, 3rd Floor, Wshington, DL {201) $23-8507; Fax: (202) 4520804




Reasons for dissatisfaction with
the Kazakstan situation

Responses to the open-ended question: “What are some of the reasons why you
said you are dissatisfied with the situation in Kazakstan today?

worsening poverty
delay of wages, pensions
high prices, inflation

state of economy
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crime,.lack of order

uncertain future

ethnic relations

bureaucracy
other

IFEES
sefet

Survey design and wpervision by the Interational Foundation for Eectoral Systems,
1500 Face-ta-Tace interviews conducted natiomnde -19 July 1995by the Giller Institete. Margia of error is +/- LI, For more information contact: IFES, 1101 15th Strwet, 1nd Floor, Washington, 0C, (202) 8264507 Faa: (207) 452-0404
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Educate youth about Democracy

9 out of [0 agree: “We must educate our young people about the democratic
process so that they can help make good decistons about our future.”

agree 90%

DKNR 6%
¥ disagree 4%
BN N g
IFES
[/
Survey design and sopervision by the Iatemational foundation for Electoral Systems. M
1500 ace-to-face interviewt conducted nationwids 9-28 July {995by the Giler tnstitute. Margin of error is -+ /- LIX. For more informaticn contact: SFES, 1101 15ch Street, 3ed Floor, Washington, OC, (202) R8-8587. Fzx: (207) 452-0404
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Possible to unite into unions, associations?

Half agree that “yes, it is possible for citizens of Kazakstan to unite into
associations and unions, to improve their living conditions,
without state participation.”

yes 50%

DKNR 14%

no 37%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll'l .s

Scrvey dxsign tnd spervizion by the bntemations] Focndatien for Electaral Systems,
1500 Face-to-Face interviews condocted nasionwide 9-29 foty 1995ty the Giller Institute, Margia of errorls -4 2.2%. For morvinformation contact: [FES, £10) 15th Sereet, 3rd Floor, Wishington, DC  (202) 428-0507, Fax: (102) 432-0804




Are civic organizations necessary?

Percentage of those in various age groups who agree that civic
organizations are necessary in Kazakstan.

66 yrs. and older
56-65 yrs. old
46-55 yrs. old

36-45 yrs. old —

26-35 yrs. old

18-25 yrs. old

M .
Survey design and suptreision by the dntermational Foundation for Electoral Spatems,

1500 (3ce-to-Face intervivws conducted mationwide 9-19 fuly {995by the Giller butitute, Hargia of ervor is +/- 12K, For more information contact: ITES, F101 N3th Street, Jod Floor, Washington, OC, (202} B18-8507, Far: (202) 4320804



- Interest in community organizations

Responses to the question: “Which type of organization would you join?”

educational i
environmental 1

social services E=mmm

WOMEN'S ISSUES

consumer rights e

youth e ey

religious ===
ethnic —w==a
political party — s

community-political ==

would not join any —%
|

0% 5% 10%15%20%25%30%35%40%

2l youth B aduits

IFEES
a3 )
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Survry desiqn and sapervision by the b ona] fecadation kr Blectoral Syseme
1500 Eace-to-face interviews conducted sationwide 9-19 July 17195by the Gl kxtitute. Margin of ermor is +/ LI, For aore izformation contact: 4FES, 1101 15th Street, 2nd Flooe, Washingtoa, DC, (202} K23-4507, Faz: (262) 4520804




Value of civic organizations

More than half of Russians living in Kazakstan think civic
organizations are necessary. A large percentage of Kazaks also

agree.

yes

. Kazaks . Russians

IFES
ML

Survey design 2nd supervision by the Inrernational foundation ke Bectaral fystems,
1500 face-ta-face iaterviews conducted natiomwide 9-19 Juby [795by the Giller Institate. Margia of eeror is +/- 1.I%. For more information contact: IFEX, 1101 |54 Street, Jod Floor, Washington, DC. (202) B20-8507. Fax: (202) 452-0804
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Level of pride among citizens

6 out of 10 are “proud” or “content” about their Kazakstan citizenship.

proud 24%

content 42%

DK/NR 3%
ashamed 1%

not content 3%

indifferent 27%

i1 tnd scpervision by the bermational Focadtion for Bettard §

() F L]
FIE
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; 150 faca-to-Face Exzervivwn conducted satioawide .29 fuly [195by e Giller rustitats, Margin of ervor i +/4 12%. For more informxtion cactace I7ES, 1107 15ch Street, 3ed Rloor, Watkington, OC (2023 828-4507; Fxx (202) 452-6304
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Do not limit the rights of the people

Opinion is divided whether “it is necessary to limit the political and civic rights of
the people in order to establish order and discipline.”

agree 44%

DK/NR H%

disagree 45%

IFEES
Mo

Servey deiqn 2od ruptrvzion by the Internzona! femdztion for Elecroral Systems,
1500 Exce-o-acw insereis congcesd aatiomwide 1-29 fuly 995y che Gl tacinere, Pargin o eror & -+ L2 For mace ishrmation teetace 1S, LI0] 15ch Street, 3rd Focr, Waskington, OC, (22) 420-1587; Fzz () 4520834




| Respect for individual civil rights |

There is a wide split in opinion on how much respect there is for
individual civil rights now in Kazakstan.

some 37%

alot 10%

DK/NR 11%

a little 31%

none at all 12%

IFES
oSO

Sorvey design and smpervision by the Interational Feondation kor Heczoral Spstems,
1500 face-to-face interview’ conductsd natiomwide 914 July 1995ky the Giller busticute. Margin of evor is +/- LK. for merv information eoatact: [FES, 1101 [Sth Street, 2nd Roor, Washington, O (202) R28-4507; Fxz (200) 452-0804
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Kazak: the national language?

More than 6 out of 10 agree that “we should encourage everyone
to speak Kazak in our country.”

yes 62%

DKNR 7%

IFES
R

$ervey desipn aod sopervision by the katermationsl Foundation for Elecoral Sptems,
1500 fack-t3- e ncereiews coadocted satiomwide 1-29 July [195by the Ger nstitute. Margia of error & -+ LK. For more informuation contact; 1ES, 101 I5th Saret, 3od Fooe, Washington, OC. (202} 82-4507; Fax: (02) 4506404
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Central Election Commission

Almost 6 out of 10 have never heard of the Central Election Commission.

not very much 29%

a fair amount 1%

a great deal 2%

DK/NR 1%

nothing at all 57%

Sarvey desiga xnd mepervision by the tatermatioeal Foemdation b Elsctoral Symmems.
1580 Exce-to-tace aterviews conductnd patioawide 9-19 oy [995ky the Gar bmsitas, Marginof erver i -+ 12K For B ickoemation coctact: (FE, 110) 156k Serest, 3ed P, Wishimgtoa, OC, (207) E2I-4507; Fax (207) 4570204




OEinion on the Election Commission

Of those responding, a roughly equal split exists between those who believe the
Central Election Commission is a completely neutral body, and those who think it
makes decisions in favor of candidates the government supports.

completely neutral 33%

biased, favoritism 34E9

IFES
oSO

Survey desin and supervisizn by the International Foundztion for Electoral Systems,
1500 Face-te-Face isterviews condutted nationwide 9-19 July 1995ty the G lnstitute. Margin of erroria 4/ 12X, For morv information coatact: IFES, HO1 15th Street, 3rd Flooe, Wathington, DC, (207) 420-8507; Fax: (202) 452.0804
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Election law reform needed

Only I'in 5 thinks the election laws of Kazakstan “are not in need of reform.”

not in need of reform 20% need reform 27%

DADK53%

Survey design 29 supervision by the lntemationz] Foendation for Electoral §
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il ' 1500 Lace-to-face inzerviews coaducted natiomeide 9-29 fuly [995by the Giller Institte. Margin of evor is +/~ L%, For more information contact: IFES, 1101 15t Street, 3rd Roor, Washington, DC. (202) 020-B507; Fax: (202) 452-0304
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Can elections change the country?

Nearly half believe “the people of Kazakstan cannot change the situation in the
country by participating in elections.”

can change 42%

DA/DK 12%

cannot change 46%

Survey design and sepervision by dhe tatrmational Feundztion for Electoral Systems,
1500 face-to-(ace intervitws conducted aztionwide 9-9 July 1995by the Giller lastitute, Hrpnfmr +/ LI%. For more information contace: IFES, 110 Sth Street, 3rd Floos, Waskington, OC (202) S18-0507; Far: (202) 452004
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Knowledge of election laws

Almost half “don’t know anything about the election laws of Kazakstan.”

-~

don't know anything about 47%

DK/NR 3%

know fairly well 3%

have heard something aboUggE:

have a general impression 22%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING 'l:l:-s

Sorvey deign £ spervirion by thr ktermationsl Feuadation or Elecoral Systems,
1500 facyto-Face inteviews condorted easiozide 1-29 Jofy 1995y the Gler Iosttoes. Margin oferoe it -4 LY. For corvickoemation seatact; IFES, 1101 15ch Seres, 3ed Floc, Washingion, 0, (202) A20-0507; Fax (20) 4520804
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Ideal number of political parties

Most want two or more political parties.

one 23%

none 7%

several 34%
DKNR 14%

as many as there are 14%

IFES
&«

Sarvey desiga and sepervision by the internations! Foundation kor Electoral Systems,
1500 Fae-to-Face interviws condiacted matiomeide 9-29 July 1395y dhe Giller Institute, Margia of error is 4.+ 11%, For more information coatact: ITES, 5101 15ch Strees, 3rd Floor, Washiagton, OC  (202) 8260507 Fax: (202) 451.0804
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Few Know Communist Party

More than half “do not know anything about” the present-day Communist
Party.

favorable 20%

unfavorable 18%

DK/NR 8%

don't know anything about it 54

IFES

Survey design and spervicion by the Intematioaz) Fouadation for Flectoral Systems.
[500 Fsce-to-Faceimzeviews condocted patiomeide 9-20 fuly 1995by the Glle lnctnets, Margin of error s -+ 1.1%. For more énformation contact TES, 1101 15¢h Stres, 3 Floar, Wasbingten, DC. (202) E2-507; Fax: (202) 452-0804




S S GNp. GNp NS _Shy NS NS SN S GNB G SN G WS SN &m e
I

Foreign investments are welcome in Kazakstan

Two-thirds believe Kazakstan should welcome foreign investment.

welcome with some limitations 47%

welcome 16%

.. Cead

DK/NR 10%

prohibit investments 13%
allow, but don't encourage 15%

IFES
&

Sarvty drign and sparvisicn by the laternational Foundstion kor Electoral Systems,
1500 Ece-ta-face interviews condcted sationwide 919 Judy 1995by the Gw lnsitute. Mergin of errorit £ L2, For mor information coatact: ITES, [107 F5th Street, Jed Floor, Washingeon, OC. (202) A2E-4507; Fax: (202) 451-0804
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Rate of change to a free economy

6 in 10 believe Kazakstan should get to a free market economy through steady,
smaller reforms, instead of as quickly as possible.

steady, smaller reforms 61%

DK/NR 12%

as quickly as possible 27%

L L F L]
N
[ _J
Sureey dusign and smpevvision by e latermationa Fouadztion for Electorl Systimt, M .
1500 Ezew-to-Fate intervivws toodocied caticzwie 1-29 ity 19¥5by the Giler tnstitate. Margin of srmor 1 -+ LIX. For morv icdormxtion contact: ITES, HIQI 15th Street, Jed Mloor, Waskingeea OO (202) I0-ISE; Fax: (223 452-0804
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Optimism on economic future

Half believe the economic situation in Kazakstan will be “better than it is now” by the year 2000.

better than it is now 51%

will get worse will remain the same 16%

Sarvey desipn end scpervision by the bntrmations! Foundztion b Bectard Spstems.
1500 Sacw-to-face inteviews cooduceed natiomeide 1-19 oy 995y the Gl Imstivate, Margia of error & + £~ LIX. For core infoematice coctact: IS, E101 15ch Serees, Jrd floor, Washingron, DC. (702) B20-3507; Fax (202} 4526804
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Pace of economic reforms

Almost 7 in 10 believe “economic reforms are made too slowly,” or are not being made.

with appropriate speed 2%

too rapidly 12%

too slowly 52%

DK/NR 10%

no reforms being made 14%

IFES
ol

Sarvey desig and superisics by the nternatioal Foundation kr Electoral Srtzs.
1500 face-tobceinteviews condoeted etiomidy -1 oy 1995k the e Enstinte, Margin of erve s +/- 1IN, For moe nformatin eactace HEX, 1101 150k Stree, 3rd oo, Wishington, OC. (102) BEA-ASUT; Fax: (02) 4520404
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Few know of market reforms

I”

Only 4 in 10 have a “great deal” or a “fair amount”
of information about “free market reforms.”

great deal/fair amount 43%

DK/NR 10%

not much/nothing at all 47° ;

IFEES
s

Survey design d sepervision b the Iteretiona! Foxmdtion for Bectoral Syste,
1500 fac-to-Eac itervipes condocted satoawide 9-20 July 1995by the Gillr latitute. Margin ofaror b /- 1IN, For toreinfornmation coutacts FES, 101 1508 Screet, 3rd Flocr, Washington, O, (202) S234507; Fax: (R} 4520004
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Less than half want mostly state economy

Attitudes are mixed on whether Kazakstan should “strive for an economy with no
state control” or “return to a system where the state controls the entire economy.”

no state control 37%

neither 4%

DK/NR 8%

state control of entire economy 5i%

IFEES
R

Survey detign o supeveicion by th Intermationl Focadtion for Bectordl Syveemt.
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Quality of life has worsened since independence

1 out of [0 say life has “gotten worse” in Kazakstan since achieving independence.

stayed the same 22%

improved 8%

NA/DK 3%

gotten worse 679

IFES
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Sarvey detigs tod spervision by the laternational Focndtion for Hlrctora Items,
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Life in a democracy means

Responses to the open-ended question “What does it mean to
you to live in a democracy?”

]
]
1
i

Observancs: of human rights

Freedom of choice and actions
Independent legal state

State governed by the people

Equality of all citizens

Confidence in the future

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll l

Sarvey devign and supervision by the laternational Foundation ke Electoral Systems,
1500 face-ta-face interviews conducted matiocneide 1-2% July 1#33ky che Giller ltinee. Hargin of emvor is +/- 11%. Formon information contace: 165, 101 152k Street, 3rd Flooe, Washington, DC. (202) $10-8507; Fix: (102) 452-080M
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Models for Development

Responses to the question “Which foreign country could be a
model for Kazakstan’s development?”

Germany

USA

O_i;her countries of W. Europe
Japan

Countries of Central/S.E. Asia
Turkey

Russia

Kazakstan

no such country

Baltic countries

other —

DK/NR

T g
YOUTH OVERSAMPLING IF l:.

Survey design and supervizicn by the Inenational Foundation for Electoral $ystems.
1500 face-to-tace interviews conducted natioawide -1 July 1995by the Giller Leutitute. Hargin of error is +/- L1%. For more information cotact: IFES, 110F 15th Street, 30d Floor, Washingron, DC. (201) 428-8507. Fax: (202) 452-0804



Satisfaction with...

Electoral System

s it
Political, civil freedom
Education, culture, science
fumn rights
Fight sganst crime
Economic reform pace

Health care

Opportunity to affect state

Quality of life

Welfare protections
B satistied B oissatistied

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll: =

Tarvey drsign and supervision by the laternational Foundation for Electoral Spitems.
1500 face-to-fac intarviewn condurted natiomeide 129 Juty 1995by the Gille bstiute, Margin o evor s +/- 11K, Tor mere aformatisn contact: ITES, 110 15th Siree, 3ed Floor, Washington, OC. (2003 424-8501, Far: (102} 4520804
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Dictatorship not necessary

1 out of [0 disagree with the statement that “it is necessary to have a dictatorship in
~ order to establish order and discipline in society.”

agree 24%

DKNR 5%
disagree 71%
YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll:l:"
.| .
Sarvey design and supervision by the Internationat Foundation b Electoral Spatems.
1300 [zte-t9-face interviews conduted nationwide §-21 uly [#95by the Giller lastitote. Margia of error it 4/ 22%, For more information contac; UFES, 110 15k Sireet, 3rd Floor, Wazhingten, OC. {102} BIB-3507. Jax; (202) 4520804 Tk
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Information about civil rights

Almost 8 out of 10 agree with the statement: “| don’t have enough information about my rights with
regard to the authorities.”

agree 81%

DK/NR 2%

disagree 17%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING IFEES
[ J ]

Servey desiqn ad spervsicn b the soral Foudation for Electoral Systerms
1500 face-to-bacr isterviews condicted matioawide 919 Judy 1995by che Gilley Imtitete, Marpin ef error is /- 225, For more informatic ¢oatact: [FEY, (101 E5th Street, 3rd Mloce, Wathingtoa, DL (102) S$10-2507. Fax: (202) 452-0304
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Do not limit the rights of the people |

Most disagree that “it is necessary to limit the political and civic rights of the people in
order to establish order and discipline.”

agree 25%

DKNR 4%

disagree 71%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING : -~
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Sorvey desige tad scpervisica by the termation Fomdztion for Eertardl fystems.
1500 Eica-to-tac itetvinws condocted extioawide 9-24 foly 199Sby the Gl festitzts, Margia o eroriy -+ 12K Fer mervinformation enataet (TES, 1101 1528 Stree, od Rocr, Washingtrn, OC. (102 £20-0501. Fax: (207} €52.0804
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Respect for individual civil rights

There is a wide split in opinion on how much respect there is for
individual civil rights now in Kazakstan.

some 38%

alot 4%

DK/NR 2%

none at all 1%

a little 46%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING l l: g s"
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Sorrey deiga 10d supervision by the Interatioal Feonedation for Elrthoral iystems.
1500 face-to-face interviews condicted patiomeide 9-29 fuly [995by the G2 bnsice, Margia of emaris +/. 125, For more iformation coatact IFES, 110 15th Street, I Floor, Washizgion, B, {207) I3-E50T; Fax: (207) 52-0004
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Quality of life has worsened since independence

Nearly 6 out of [0 say life has “gotten worse” in Kazakhstan since achieving independence.

stayed the same 27%

improved 13%

“ee——

DKNR 4%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

Sarvey dxtign 20d sepervizion by the bnternaticaal Foundation for Electoral Systeems,
1500 Fage-o-face interviews condacted natiomwide 929 fuly 19550y the Geler Iegtitty, Margin of errer is +/ 125, For mone indormation contact: IFES, 1101 15th Street, 3rd Floor, Washington, DC. (202) B1-4507; Fax: (207) 452.0804




Possible to unite into unions, associations?

Half agree that “yes, it is possible for citizens of Kazakstan to unite into
associations and unions, to improve their living conditions,
without state participation.”

yes 50%

DKNR 14%

no 37%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING Il: Es

Sarvey design and supervion by the bnternatioeal Focndation o Electaeal S,
1500 face-to-ace interviews. coaducted eatiomride 119 Juy [995by the GRer butitete, Margin of ervor i -+/+ L%, For more information caatact; FFS, 1101 I5th Soret, Ird Ploce, Washington, OC, (202) 028-8507. Fa: (202) 0520204




Knowledge of election laws

Almost half “don’t know anything about the election laws of Kazakstan.”

don't know anything about 47%

DK/NR 3%

! know fairly well 3%

have heard something aboUl{RRs

have a general impression 22%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll'- :.,s

Survey dusign aad scpervision by the Entermationa! Foundation for Elactora] Syztems,
1500 Face-to-Face suterviews condhucted eati ’BMI”W&WMH&. Mpdmu+ﬁﬂﬂ.hmmhmummmllmmwﬂwwmﬂt (202) B20-4307; Fax (202) 451-0804
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Central Election Commission

More than 6 out of 10 have never heard of the Central Election Commission

not very much 32%

a fair amount 3%
a great deal 1%

nothing at all 64%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING Il'.l.:s

Sarvey derign 254 supervizion by the Intermaiona) Foumdation for Eectorad
1500 Exc-to-Ece eterviows condortd patiomwids 9-19 fly I99Sky the Gllerbtitate, Margn of evor i -/ 12X, For ey iarmation eoatace:WES, 101 15t Sreet, 1 Flor, Washingeon, OC. (202} B20-A50T; Fuz (102) 4520804




l.
'
]

What is a free market economy?

Responses to the open-ended question: “What does it mean to you
to have a free market economy?”

\

DK/NR

freedom of trade
competition/no monolopy
private property — '

greater earning potential

rational taxation

high production
other

flexible prices

plenty of goods

L d ¥ L]
YOUTH OVERSAMPLING IFIZS

Survey detign and sepervision by the Saternational Teundasion lor Blectonal System,
1500 Eare-to-fact katerviews conducted natioewide 319 July 1993k the Giller bratitste, Marpia ol erroris +/- LI%. Far more informatin contact LFEY, 1101 15h Strvet, Jed Floor, Washington, DL (202) A28-0567; far (201) 4520804
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Rate of change to a free economy

6 in 10 believe Kazakstan should get to a free market economy through steady,
smaller reforms, instead of as quickly as possible.

steady, smaller reforms 67%

DK/NR 5%
as quickly as possible 28%
]
YOUTH OVERSAMPLING l’:l:c
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deslgn and supervsion by the loternationad Foundation for Eletoral Sytems,
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State controlled economy

Nearly half believe that Kazakstan should strive for an economy that is free of any state control.

no state control 46%

DKNR 8%

neither 8%
state control 389

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING I': :s.

Survey dusign and supervision by the International Foundation for Blectoral Systems.
1500 Eace-to-face interviews conducted satioowide 9-29 fuly [995by the Giller utitcte. Margia ef eror o + /- 21X, For more infarmation contact: [FES, 1101 |5th Street, Jrd Floce, Washington, DO (202) 828-4507; Fax: (202) 452-0304
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Pace of economic reforms

Aimost 7 in 10 believe “economic reforms are made too slowly,” or are not being made.

with appropriate speed 2%

too rapidly 12%

too slowly 52%

DK/NR 10%

no reforms being made 14%

IFES
&R

Sorvey drsiqn and sepervisin by the btermstions! Fomdation for Bacteral Ipsts,
1500 bce-to-tace interviens coodorted exioawide 9-29 foy 995y the G2l basiute, Margia ofavar s+ LIK. For coore inbrmsation tostace: IFEL, 1101 15ch Sreet, 3nd Flor, Washingon, OC, (U2} KTIS507; Fax: (202) 452-0304
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Foreign investments are welcome in Kazakstan

11% believe Kazakstan should welcome foreign investment. Another 15% believe it should
be allowed, but not encouraged.

welcome to any extent 20%

welcome with some limitations-Jka3

Rt

DKNR 4%

prohibit investments 4%

aliow, but don't encourage 15%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ,l: :"
N
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I F E S INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ELECTION SYSTEMS

1101 15TH STREET, N.W.® 3RD FLOOR ® WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 @ {202) 828-8507 » FAX (202) 452-0804

KEY FINDINGS FROM
KYRGYZSTAN NATIONWIDE SURVEY
FIELDWORK: JuLy | |-24, | 995

General Mood

Most people are dissatisfied with the economic situation and the political environment, but are
hopeful that order will be maintained and that relations among national groups will remain stable.
Nationwide, over three-fourths are dissatisfied with the situation in the country (48% are
“somewhat” and 26% “very” dissatisfied). Young adults are equally dissatisfied (52% “somewhat”
and 19% “very” dissatisfied). Economic issues predominate as the reason for the widespread
dissatisfaction -- most frequently named are the low living standard, inflation and high prices, low
productivity and unemployment. Fewer mention socio-economic problems -- insecurity and
instability. Reasons given by young adults parallel those expressed by the general public.

Not only is the public dissatisfied with the overall conditions in the country, but most see life
deteriorating since independence:

. majorities say life has “gotten worse” (69% general public; 64% young adults)
. a fifth (19%) believe it has “remained the same” (19%; 21%), and
. one-in-ten that life has “improved”(9%; 9%).

To gauge the level of public concern about the situation in Kyrgyzstan in more detail, the survey
measured how the public assesses political, economic, and social conditions. Vast majorities (80%
or more) are dissatisfied with the standard of living in the country and the meeting of basic needs --
the social welfare system, anti-crime measures, and the delivery of health care. Around two-thirds
are dissatisfied with the pace of reforms, the protection of human rights, the state of education,
science and culture, and the electoral system. Young adults share the perceptions of the general
public. Sentiments about independence tend to be more positive than negative. A majority,
including young adults, view Kyrgyzstan’s declaration of independence as "a good thing" or "neither
good or bad."

By more than two-to-one margin, the public believes that conditions of law and order have improved
(23%) or remained the same (39%) since independence; a fourth (25%) say the situation has
worsened.



The public also asserts that power has shifted since independence. Half of the general public, as
well as young adults, states that the power of local officials has increased (49% general public, 48%
young adults) and far fewer say that power has decreased (28% and 27% respectively).

Ethnic Relations and Personal Liberties

The public is not concerned about civil conflict erupting in the country. Young adults similarly
assess conditions. Among the general public:

. A majority believe that conditions of law and order will
improve (23%) or remain the same (39%); a fourth believe
that things will get worse.

-+ A majority state that ethnic relations will continue to be
stable "permanently” or for a "for a long time." Only
one-in-ten foresee stability ending.

These predictions of continued stability in relations among national groups appear not to emerge
from any consensus on the state of human rights in Kyrgyzstan. A half of the general public as well
as young adults state that human rights are not observed in the country (“very little” or “not at all”).
Slightly fewer, however, believe that human rights are observed.

Among the general public, opinion is indefinite as to whether order and discipline require limiting
personal freedoms:

. Half agree that "to establish order and discipline, it is necessary
to limit the democratic rights and freedoms of citizens,” but a
third disagree.

. As many agree as disagree that "to establish order and discipline,

it is necessary to have dictatorship."

Young adults reject the notion that a dictatorship is necessary but are divided about the need of
curtailing political nghts.

No one country dominates the public mind as a model for Kyrgyzstan. The highly-industrialized
western countries -- specifically Japan, the United States, and Germany -- are named slightly more
frequently than other countries, such as Turkey, Russia, or Uzbekistan. Young adults offer an almost
identical list of countries.

The public is receptive to foreign investment. A majority (61%) would welcome it -- most wanting
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limits placed on foreign investors (47%) rather than allowing unrestricted investment (14%). Only
one in ten would prohibit investment. Young adults express similar views: 48% support investment
but with limitations, 16% would have unrestricted investment, and 8% would prohibit all foreign
investment.

Economic Future

As already noted, economic problems are the public’s main concern. Overall, there is a sense of
positive changes coming. Half believe that in the next year the economic situation in the country
will “improve” (34%) or “remain the same” (26%). One-third predict the situation will “get worse”
{23%). Young adults have similar positive predictions for the next year.

However, at this time conditions appear quit bleak: a large majority (74%) of the general public, and
as many young adults (69%), assert that "it is very hard for (my) family to buy enough food each
month."

Half of the general public, but a definite majority of young adults, declare that Kyrgyzstan is
democracy. Only one in five disagree.

Public perceptions suggest an expectation that continued democratization will lead to economic
improvements. By a large margin, a plurality believe that continued democratization will assist in
resolving economic problems (43%; 15% say democracy will hinder economic growth and an
additional 22% do not believe that democracy affects economics one way or another).

AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION

Public perceptions on the availability of information in Kyrgyzstan suggest that communications
may be at the core of some problems in state-building and in the development of a civil society.
Overall, the public is interested in developments in the country but many feel a lack of information.
A majority (60%}) are interested in "matters of politics and govermment" (40% are not interested).
Young adults express a roughly comparable level of interest (56% interested, 43% not).

Opinion about information is mixed. Haif of the general public as well as young adults say they
have sufficient information about political developments, but almost as many say they have very
little or no information at all. Information concerning economic reforms is also found lacking by
around half, though two out of five say they have some information.

Two-thirds of the public (68%), and as many young adults (72%) assert that they do not have enough
information on their rights concerning authorities.

Another indicator of the lack of information is the large proportion who express no opinion on how
well a Deputy represents the views of his district. Roughly as many give no opinion as say he poorly
represents the electorate (among the general public 34% give no opinion, 41% represents district
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poorly, and 24% represents it well; similarly, among the young adults -- 40% no opinion, 36%
represent poorly and 24% well). However, as regards the February 1995 elections, the public feels
they had sufficient information (65% general public, 64% young adults).

Civic Associattons

Half of the general public (46%) and half of young adults (52%) agree that "citizens of Kyrgyzstan
have the possibility to unite into associations, unions, without state participation to improve their
living conditions." Pluralities also believe that such organizations are necessary for Kyrgyzstan.

Political Parties

Overall, the public favors a multiparty system. Half would support two or more parties, but a third
want a single party or no party at all.

Political parties do not have distinct images. A third of the public see clear differences among the
various parties. The rest either see no differences or express no opinion. Young adults, in contrast,
are more likely to say that there are clear differences among the parties.

Very small numbers identify with any political party -- no party appeals to more than 10 percent of
the public. This low level of identification is also characteristic of the young adults.

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

Election Laws

Knowledge about election laws appears limited. About 40% know nothing at all about elections
laws and an additional 29% are minimally aware of the basic principles. Only a fourth of the general
public and a fifth of young adults are knowledgeable about election laws.

Opinion is divided on the practice of voiding an election if less than half of the electorate participate.
As many say it is fair as say it is not that "if in an electoral district less than 50 percent of the voters
participate, than no one can be elected as Deputy to Parliament and, therefore that District would not
be represented” (53% fair to 31% unfair).

Voting

Voting -- the means by which publics can affect change -- is one of the most basic aspects of
participatory democracy, representing a structured and formal method that gives the public a voice
in the decision-making process of a country. In Kyrgyzstan, the survey data show widespread
participation in elections, but no corresponding sense of empowerment.



To examine opinion about elections, the following proposition was presented: "by participating in
an election, citizens of Kyrgyzstan can substantively influence the course of development in the
country.” Half agree that voting is empowerment and a third deny it. Voting is more widespread
than the sense of empowerment. Over two-thirds voted in the last election.

Opinion on empowerment among young adults is similar to that of the general public. However,
young adults are less likely to go to the polls than their elders.

Voting is seen mainly as a duty and not a privilege. The reasons for going to vote (selected from a
list of 8) was that: because it was a duty as a citizen (37% of the general public 28% of young
adults). One in ten voted to express their opinion (10%, 8%), or liked the candidate (9%, 7%). Only
a few voted to support a party (3%).

CONCLUSIONS

Findings from the nationwide and young adults survey provides an overview of current attitudes in
Kyrgyzstan. It is not possible, however, to use this data for predicting how public opinion will affect
subsequent political and economic developments, primarily because the necessary data on opinions
among population subgroups are not yet available. Moreover, such information is essential to gauge
public support for the independence of Kyrgysztan and other critical issues.

Nevertheless, on many issues, the nationwide figures provide reliable indicators of the opinion
climate in Kyrgyzstan. The survey results show a public:

. preoccupied with economic problems,
but anticipating future improvements

. convinced that there will be no civil conflict
and that ethnic relations will remain stable

. interested in political and economic
developments, but not recetving sufficient
information on these issues

. alienated from political parties though
committed to a multiparty system, except
for a third who favor a single or no party

. participating in elections, with young adults
less likely to go to the polis than their elders

. lukewarm, if not disinterested, in developing
civic organizations



Issues of Satisfaction

Political, civil freedom
Education, cI;Iture. science
Electoral System

Human rights

Economic reform pace
Opportunity to affect state
Health care

Welfare protections
Quality of life

Fight against crime

B satistied Bl Dpissatistied
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Models for Development

Responses to the question: “Which country do you think could be a
model for Kyrgyzstan's development?

Japan 13.71%

USA 10.0%

Germany 9.4%

Turkey 8.3%

Russia

Uzbekistan 53%
Switzerland

Kyrgyzstan 4.0%

Kazakstan
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Pride of citizenship

7 out of 10 are “proud” or “content” about saying they are citizens of Kyrgyzstan.

proud 35%

not content/ashamed 5%

content 40%

indifferent 20%

IFES

Sorvey dnign 1nd supervision by the Intemational Foundation for Elctoral Systecs.
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Information about individual rights

Almost 7 out of 10 agree with the statement, “| don’t have enough information about my
rights with regard to the authorities.”

agree 68%

DK/NR 8%

disagree 24%

NN AR
LN [ |
L]
design and sepervision by the bremationul Foandztisg for Eectora

A1
i ,f
TR M4
Survey = =
1500 Face-ta-Face icterviews conduceed patiomeids 11-24 Judy 1995y ROIOM-INFOREX, Margis of error iv +/4 1K, For mon information coatact: (FES, 1101 155 Strees, Ind Floor, Wachingroa, D (202) $1H507; Fax: (202} 452-0804




|
Respect for civil rights

Half feel the government has little or no respect for civil rights.

“some respect 31%

a lot of respect 1%

a little 34% none at all 16%

DK/NR 9%

4
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Information on Political Developments

Half believe “political development information is sufficient.”

sufficient 50%

DK/NR 6%

" insufficient 44%

IFES
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Are election laws in need of reform?

Responses vary on the need for electoral reform

need reform 33%

don't need reform 24%

DK/NR 43%

Scrvey desiga and scpervision by e tematicgal Foendation for Biectora $yatema,
I 1500 tae-t-fac e conducted aztionwida 9-19 oy M5y ROM-IRFONER Margia of eree i -+ 12K, For e iformation ctact: FES, 101 15th Sret, 2 Floor, Waskingtan, OC,  (207) L2507, Far: (102) €52-0804




Positive attitude towards elections

Half believe that they can change the situation in the country by
participating in elections.

can 49%

DK/NR 14%

can't 37%

; II'I:.$

Sorvey dusign and sepervizion by the knternational Fevndation for Blectoral Syitems.
1506 face-to-fxce itepvirwn conducted maiomvide 9-19 oy M98y RIOH-INFORER Margia of o s -+ 12K, For oare idormation contact IFES, 11 156k Stre, 3rd Floor, Waskington, 0. (202) 828-4507. Fax; (101) 651-0804



Ethnicity vs. citizenship

Responses vary, however 67% value their personal citizenship as equal or more important than their
ethnicity, and 55% view their personal ethnicity as equal or more important than their citizenship.

equally important 32%

ethnicity 23%

DK/NR 2%

don't care about either 8%

citizenship 35%
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Scrvey detign and sepervision by the Inttmational Foendation ker Electoral Symeme. M
1500 Eace-ta-face interviews condorted eatioewide 129 Joly 1995ky ACOMANTOREX, Margin of erroe &5 +/ LIX, For mere information comtact [TES, 1101 15ch Screer, rd Floce, Waskiagron, DC. (102} 286307, fzx: (207) 4520804
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Educate youth about Democracy

9 out of 10 agree: “We must educate our young people about the democratic
process so that they can help make good decisions about our future.”

agree 90%

DK/NR 5%

disagree 5%

IFIS
Wi
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500 aceetonbce atervicws ecnduxted wrtiomvade 1-29 July 1995ty BIOMHINFORER. Harpa of error b -+/+ 12X, For more informtion contac: (FES, (100 150k Seret, d Plce, Wrtkingson, 0. {13} 204500, Fax: (100) 4526304




Necessity of citizen groups

4 out of 10 believe “it is necessary for citizens to form groups to improve their
communities without government involvement.”

necessary 41%

not necessary 33%

" DK/NR 26%

IFI=S
Wil

Sarvey deign aod sparvision by the inrernativadd Foandation for Bectoral
1500 Exce-ca-Eace intervi docted watiocwidy -1 oy [995by RCIOM-INFOREX, Margin of error it -/ LIX. For more information contact: IFES, 1108 15th Street, 3rd Floor, Washingron, DL (202) 0218507, Fax (202} 452-0804




Citizen groups and government involvement

Nearly half believe it is: “possible for citizens to form groups to improve their
communities without government involvement.”

possible 46%

0,
not possible 33% DK/NR 21%

IFES

R

Survey design 11d supervizion by the International Fendation for Birctoral Syiiemms,
1300 fers 19 Lateintorviven conchcted metioawide 9.1 July 1995ky RCIOMAKTOMLR, Margla of wraw -0 /- 12X, Tor core eloeinstiva coctact: 11, 101 D3ih Stewt, 31 Viowe, Warkingten, DC, (1023 120 8501, Fa; (707) 4410004
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Economic impact of democracy

4 out of 10 believe “being a democracy would solve economic problems.

solve economic problems 43%

neither 23%

create economic obstacles I5

IFES

Survey desiga and supervision by the | ioaal Fecadatioa for Electoral Systems,
1500 Face-ta-Eacy interviews cooducted aatisawide 919 [uly 1995y RCIOM-INFOREX, Margin of erroria 4/ 1I%, For more information contact; ITES, 1105 (3¢ Street, 3rd Floor, Washington, D, (202} £28-4507, Fac (202) 451-0304
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Preservation of Kyrgyzstan’s Culture

 out of 3 agree that “the people of Kyrgzstan have a culture and a way

of life which deserves to be protected against foreign influences.
agree 66%

DK/NR 6%

disagree 28%

IFES
&

Survey deign and scpereision by the internatianal Foandation for Eectoral Systems.
1500 face-to-bace inerviews cooducted aatiamwide 9-29 foy 1995by REIOM.ONFDAEK. Marpia o rver i /- 12%. for more inrmation oatact: FE, 1101 13th Stret, Brd Flocr, Wishinguan, OC. {102} A20-3507. Fas: 202) 452-0004
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YOUTH OVERSAMPLING



Satisfaction with...

Education, culture, science
Political, civil freedom
Human rights

Economic reform pace
Electoral system

Health care

Quality of life

Opportunity to affect state

Welfare protections

Fight against crime

B satistied Dissatisfied

IFIES
8«

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

Turvey design and supervision by the | ional foundation for Eectoral Systems.
1500 Fage-to- face interviews coodacted aatioewide {1-14 Joly 1985by MIOH-IRTOAEX, Marga of error in 4/ 22%. For more information contact; 11€S, 1101 5th Street, 3rd Floor, Wathington, DC. (102) 420.8507; Fax: (202) 452-0804




Life in a Democracy

Open-ended responses to the question: “What does it mean to live
in a democracy?”

no response

complete freedom T%

speech freedom

I
N

protect all rights

=

high living standard

people's power

other

-
H

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

Survey deiign 2a wperrision by the International Foundation for Electoral Systerms.
1500 ach-t5-face isterviews condurtzd natiomeide 1114 fuly 1995y ACIOM.INIGREK. argin of ervoris +/- L1X. For more iatormation comtact: [1E3, 1101 |36k Sereet, 3ed Foce, Washingeon, OC. (202) 828-8507: Fax: (201) 452-0804



Models for Development

Responses to the question: “Which country do you think could be a
model for Kyrgyzstan's development?

jopan
Germany
ush
Turey
Swizrand

Russia 4%

Uzbekistan 1
Kyrgyzstan
Kazakstan

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

Swrvey desipn and supervition by the | ional Foundation fu Electoral Symzeeen.
1500 face-to-bace interviws conductied natiomeide H-14 fuly 1995by RION-INFOREX, Margia of ermer is 4/ 12X, for morr isdormation tontact IFES, 101 I5th Street, Jed Floor, Washingron, DL (202) S28-4507; Far: (202) €52-0204




Ability to improve life
Responses to the question: “Is it possible for citizens'to form groups to
improve their communites without government involvement?”

yes 52%
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Necessity of formingcitizens’ groups

Responses to the question: “Is it necessary for citizens to form groups to
improve their communities!”

DK/NR 29%

not necessary 28%

necessary 43%
YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ; l l:-s

Scrvey desin 2nd sapervision by the ternatioeal Ferydazion o Eectoral$pstes,
1500 face-to-face intervirw condicted nzoqwide 11-24 fly 1995by RIOMRFORE. Margin of eroris /- 11K, For more informatien coatact: FER, 101 [5ch Srest, 3nd Foer, Wahinguen, OC. (200) E2-0540; Fac: (307) 452-0204
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Information about rights

7 out of 10 said they are not receiving enough information about their
rights.

agree 30%

somewhat disagree 18%

----------
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DK/NR 5%

disagree 4%

somewhat agree 42%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING l l:l‘-: 5

Sarey derign and sperviios by tbe lnteruational Focndation for Hectoral Systeas,
1500 face-to-bsc iarviews coodected satioawide 11-1 July 1995by LOOMHNFOLEL. Margia of wmor s 4/ 22, For mor ixbrmation eoatact: [FE, DY 152h Sreet, 1 Foer, Washington, DC. {1} KZIASA: Fax: (107) 62-0204
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Unsatisfactory electoral system

Less than half think the electoral system is sdtisfactory.

fairly dissatisfied 34%

completely dissatisfied 23%/

DK/NR 16%

fairly satisfied 23% completely satisfied 3%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING -

IFES
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Sarvey rsiqn and sxpervizon by the sternationd Foundstion fr Bectoral fstema,
1560 fser-to-Fac iserviews conducead mateevide I1-14 Jly 1995y RCIOMANFONEX. Harpia efaror is 47+ LYK, For more ielsemation toatact: FES, 1101 152h breet, 3 Floor, Washizgron, DC. (202) S20-450T; fzz: (202) 452-6204
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Kyrgyzstan’s election laws

Repsonses to the question about whether election laws are in need of reform.

need reform 31%

DK/NR 47%

not in need of reform 21%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING l’ J ES

Survey design and sepervision by te laternationsl Foundation for Electoral Spitems.
1500 Ezce-to-facx interviews coodutted gaticawide |1-14 Joly 1993ky KCOM-IRIOREX Marpin of error it +/ LI%. For mor information cootact: UFES, 1101 15th Servet, 31d Floce, Wasbington, D0 (202) L2507 Far; (307) 450.0204
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Groups causing problems in society

Responses to the question: “What groups of people are causing problems in society
today?”

criminals, mafia

corrupt 2uthorities

afraid to metion

nationalistic groups

parliament

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

IFES
Wl

Survey deign 20d scpervition by the International foundation fer Electoral Syrtems.
1500 face-to-face interviews conducted nationwide 1114 July 1995ty ROON-INFOREX Margin of error is +/- 11X, For mory information contact: IFES, 101 15¢h Sareet, 3rd Floor, Washington, DC (203) N20-507, Fax; (202) 452-0804
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Family voting

Nearly half witnessed others voting on behalf of a family member.

yes 42%

DK/NR 6%

no 52%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING ll:l.'..s

Survey drsign end spervision by the Ioteroational Foemdztion for Baetaral Spiza.
500 Iace-to-Tace interviews condoxted natiomwide I1-24 by 1995by ROOM.OGOIET, Margia of e & +F LI, For more informasion coatact: LTS, 1161 152 Serve, I Mloor, Waskingtoa, DC. {200) 028-8507; Far: (202) £52-0204




Education in ergzstan

More than half are not completely satisfied with the level of education,
culture or science in Kyrgyzstan.

fairly dissatisfied 36%

completely dissatisfied 22%

DK/NR 4%

completely satisfied 6%

fairly satisfied 32%
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YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

Servey design 2ad szpervision by the Lnternationa! Feundtion b Esctoral Systems.
1500 frce-to-face iazervines coodocted patiocride 1124 Juby [995by RICM-INFOAER. Margia of avors +4 L2%. For core inoeraation contact: IFES, HIO1 136k Yireet, 3d Flor, Washizqron, 0C. (102} S23-4500; Fax (202} 4520804
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Political and civil freedom

Less than half of the youth are satisfied with the level of political and civil
freedom In Kyrgyzstan.

fairly dissatisfied 37%

completely dissatisfied 2%

DK/NR 13%

fairly satisfied 33% " completely satisfied 4%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING

JFES

Sarvey design end scpervision by the Intermational Foundation for Eectora] Systems,
1500 [xce-to-face interviees caaducted natiomwide {1-24 July [995by REIOM-INFORER, Margin ofervo i -+/- LK, For mory isbormation cetact: LFES, £101 15¢h Street, Jrd Floor, Washington, 0C. (202) E2B-450T; Fax: (202) 452-0804
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Pace of economic reform

Half think economic reforms are made too slowly.

with appropriate speed 21%

too rapidly 9%

too slowly 53% DK/NR 12%

no reforms being made 5%

YOUTH OVERSAMPLING
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Sarrey detiga e scpervision by the bternazional Foadztion for SectaralSyems.
I500 Excato-fae terviees coodiocted natiameide H1-24 Joy 19955y ROOM-NFOREK, Margin of eroris - LI, For moreinformation contact: 1FES, 161 15¢h Seret, 3 Foor, Washington, DC. {202) B28-4501: Fa (242) 4570304
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International Foundation for Election Systems
1101 15th Streer, N.W.
Third Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005
TEL (202) 828-8507  FAX (202) 452-0804



