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IFES
MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of IFES is to provide technical assistance in the promotion

of democracy worldwide and to serve as a clearinghouse for information about
democratic development and elections. IFES is dedicated to the success of
democracy throughout the world, believing that it is the preferred form of gov-
ernment. At the same time, IFES firmly believes that each nation requesting
assistance must take into consideration its unique social, cultural, and envi-
ronmental influences. The Foundation recognizes that democracy is a dynam-
ic process with no single blueprint. [FES is nonpartisan, multinational, and inter-
disciplinary in its approach.
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INTRODUCTION

On April 27, 2003, the Republic of Paraguay held nationwide elections in an
atmosphere of calm efficiency and normality. The country’s voters and electoral
system repeated a performance that has gained praise throughout the hemisphere
since 1993. The 2003 elections strengthened the process of democratization in
Paraguay, followi'ng a 35-year period of dictatorship rule and an abrupt transition by
means of a coup d’etat. Though much needs to be done for Paraguay to fully achieve
democracy, Paraguay's electoral institutions, political parties and volunteers gave a

professional and mature performance on April 27, 2003.

Multiple offices were contested on April 27, 2003, including the offices of the president
and vice-president, 45 senators (with 45 substitutes), 80 deputies (with 80
substitutes), 17 governors, and 191 members of state assemblies (with 191
substitutes). Turnout was relatively high with a 64% participation rate, but it was 15%

lower than 1998. A few minor incidents were reported.

As a result of consultations between the governments of Paraguay and the Unitéd
States, IFES was invited to deploy an election observation mission to Paraguay. With
the support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), IFES
organized an 11-member international delegation comprised of experts in the areas of
election administration, voter education, civic and voter registration, and political
parties, from seven countries in the Americas. The observation mission was led by Mr.
Miguel Angel Rodriguez, former President of Costa Rica, and Mr. Richard Soudriette,
IFES President. The objective of the mission was to monitor activities prior to Election

Day, observe the voting process, and assess the post-election activities.

This report is issued as a record of the observations made by the IFES mission. It also
presents a series of technical suggestions for the consideration of the Paraguayan
government in the organization and administration of future elections.

IFES Program Officer Pablo Galarce and IFES consuitant Jorge Tirado traveled to
Paraguay on April 5, 2003, to conduct a pre-election assessment and advanced
coordination of logistics. Members of the delegation arrived on April 23 and attended
briefings by election officials, political party and alliance leaders, and civil society




organizations in Asuncién. The team was primarily interested in gathering information
on the activities and climate of the electoral campaign, preparations for the election
itself, the electronic voting machines, and the resources and logistics required by the
observation teams, especially in more remote areas of the country. During the week
leading up to Election Day, the IFES delegation studied the organization of the
electoral process, electoral rules and procedures, the powers and functions of the
Supreme Electoral Tribunal, the computers to be used at electronic polling stations,
and the roles of volunteers. Beginning on April 26, two-person teams traveled to
designated observation sites throughout the country to gather information on electoral
preparations at the local level and to prepare to observe the elections on April 27,
2003.

After a series of meetings with election officials, representatives of political parties and
other observation groups, the IFES delegation was divided into 11 teams of two
persons each and assigned to different observation sites, Six teams were assigned to
the Departamento Central and Asuncion, the areas with the largest number of voters.
Others teams traveled to Concepcién, Alto Parana, Caaguazu and Guaira, Itapua and
Misiones. On Election Day, these teams visited more than 100 polling centers out of a
nationwide total of 948 Sites observed ranged from the largest polling centers to

remote small schools

Beginning on April 24, the IFES mission visited local party headquarters, met with
Electoral Tribunal officials and Electoral Delegates, and located voting centers and
counting centers. Teams in most areas were able to coordinate their observation with
teams fielded by the Organization of American States (OAS), Decidamos, CAPEL and
TRANSPARENCIA/PARAGUAY. Each observation team had cellular telephones, so most
were able to keep in touch with other IFES teams and local contacts. Al of the
observation teams followed the voting and counting processes in as many locations as
possible throughout the day, looking in particular at issues of polling station
organization, expertise of electoral officials and Electoral Delegates, conduct and
expertise of political party representatives as authorized observers, processing of
candidates' and electors' complaints, the conduct of the police at voting sites, and

security procedures for ballots and tally sheets.
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The observation teams reassembled in Asuncién for a debriefing on April 28. Most of

the election observers departed from Asuncion on April 29.

THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

Paraguay holds general elections for alt offices every five years. On April 27, 2003

elections were held for:

Voting.

One president and one vice-president

45 senators and 45 substitutes

80 deputies and 80 substitutes

17 governors

191 members of juntas departamentales (state assemblies) and 191

substitutes

1
Depending on where they lived, voters used one of two systems of voting: traditional

or electronic voting.

e DOLE 10 DE WO T OF ICAL e Y e
CANDIDATOS A lemﬂ hd VICEFmIﬂm OE LA RE|

Traditional voting

The traditional voting was used by 54.17% of the voting
population, or about 1,302,858 voters. The traditional

voting process was as follows:

1. The voter presented his/her cedula (personal 1D card)

at the polling station. Once the information was verified,




the president of the table gave the voter a pen and 3 paper ballots {in Asuncién) or 5
ballots (in the rest of the country). Before the paper ballots were handed to the
voter, they had to be signed by the two other polling station officials. Then the voter

was authorized to vote.

2. In the polling booth, the voter used to the pen provided to mark a cross in the

blank square under the name of the candidate or list.

3. After marking each paper ballot with one cross, or leaving them blank to vote

blank, the voter folded the paper ballots.

4. The voter gave the folded ballots to the president for his/her signature and then
placed them in the different ballot boxes placed directly in front of the polling table..

5. Then the voter dipped his/her finger in the indelible ink.

6. Finally, the president returned to the cedula to the voter, along with a certificate

demonstrating that the voter had actually voted.

Electronic Voting

Electronic voting machines were used by 45.83% of
the voting population, or about 1,102,252 voters.

The process to vote with the electronic machines was T dstrea

as follows:

1. The voter presented his/her cedufa at the polling station. Once the information

was verified, the voter was authorized to vote with the electronic machine,

2. Facing the machine, the voter pressed the number

corresponding to his/her selection.

3. The screen then displayed the number of the list selected,
the name of the party or movement, the initials corresponding to
the party or movement, and in the upper right hand side, the




symbol of the party or movement. For the presidential and vice-presidential race, the
screen displayed the pictures of both candidates. For the governors’ races, the
picture and name of the candidate was shown. The voters could then press YES to
confirm the selection or NO to cancel the selection and restart the process. Voters
who wanted to vote blank could press BLANK, and as before, had to press YES to

confirm the selection. Local elections were conducted in the same manner

4, After the voter completed his/her selections, the word END appeared in the

screen, informing the voter that the voting process had ended.

S. The voter returned to the polling table, where his/her right-hand index finger was

marked with indelible ink

6. The pollworkers returned the cedula to the voter along with a voting certificate.

The use of electronic voting machines had a precedent in the pilot program
implemented during municipal elections on November 18, 2001. Due to the positive
results obtained during this pilot project, the TSJE passed resolution (#77/02) on the
September 27, 2002, authorizing the use of electronic voting machines for up to
50% of the votes in the General Elections of April 2003. To accomplish this, the
support of the TSE of Brazil and the OAS was again requested.

The TSIE later announced that electronic voting machines would be used for 53% of
the vote. This decision was accepted by almost all of the political parties, except the
Colorado Party, which asked that the electronic vote either be dropped to 10% or
raised 100%. Finally the TSJE resoived the matter with resolution #44/03, setting
the use of electronic voting machines at 45.83% of the vote, which represented
1,102,254 voters in 33 districts voting on 3,811 machines.

A massive civic education campaign was launched to familiarize the general public
and the political parties with the new system. The campaign received widespread

coverage in the press,




THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN

Three main political parties competed for the hearts and minds Paraguayans in the

rApriE 2003 General Elections: the Colorado Party, which has dominated Paraguay’s

politics over the last 50 years; the Liberal Party, the traditional opponent of the
Colorado Party; and Movement Patria Querida, a newcomer bankrolled by Pedro
Fadul, a wealthy businessman, that entered into politics as an alternative to the two

main parties

With no clear winner emerging, two main issues dominated the final weeks of thje
campaign. The first was the use of the electronic machines, which the Colorado Party
bitterly opposed, arguing that people were not prepared to used them and that a
fraud would be committed against them. The party demanded that the TSJE either
lower the percentage from 53% to 10% or raise it to 100% of the vote. Both options
were not viable for the TSJE and the opposition. The opposition, on the other hand,
supported the use of the electronic machines since they saw them as a deterreﬁt

against the Colorado Party electoral machine.

The second issue that dominated the last weeks of the campaign was the possible
alliance between the Liberals and Patria Querida. The two leaders met to forge ain
alliance that would win the presidency. Lack of political will, as well as political vision,
prevented the two parties from joining forces and confronting the Colorado party és
one. The main argument was over which candidate, Franco or Fadut, would abanddn
the race and leave the way for the other to compete diréctly against Nicanor Duarte.
Election results show that if the Liberals and Patria Querida had joined forces, they
would have won most of the elections and would be the main political force in

Paraguayan politics at this time.

This dispute effectively forced the opposition to spend time arguing about something
outside the real problems that voters wanted to hear about. The Colorado Party,
meanwhile, forged ahead with its campaign in the rural areas, where it has its base.

Paraguayan candidates and parties have demonstrated new levels of political
maturity in their campaigning, despite the relatively high tensions that mounted
during the last weeks of the campaign. The'three parties were able to purchase
advertisements in radio, television and print media, and had access to public places



in which to stage campaign events. All sides were also able to acquire transpor"t
vehicles for campaign events, particularly for their closing rallies in Asuncion. . No
candidates published complaints about lack of access to space, transport, media or
news coverage. In addition, the TSIJE continued to run numerous educational and
motivational messages during the final weeks of the campaign, informing voters how
to mark ballots and how to avoid nullifying their vote, and assuring the populace that
the TSJE would, once again, respect the will of the people on Election Day. :

The election results clearly show that Paraguay has a clear political plurality centered
in three main parties: the Colorado Party, the Liberal Party and the newcomer Patria
Querida. But at the same time it is clear that the Colorado Party, as the parfy
controlling the presidency and many Paraguayan institutions, dominates most issués
in the country, tipping the playing field to its advantage. To level the paying ﬁ'elcfl,
many issues must be corrected, such as the funding of political parties and thle
transparency of private funds used by the parties. The coercion of public employees
by the ruling party, the equity in access to the press and campaign regulations must
be dealt with in order to fully democratize Paraguay.

The election results also show that Paraguayan voters are searching for new
alternatives to the Colorado Party and that the coercion or vote induction is not as
severe as many argue. It is true that prior to the elections there were many
complaints about political parties pressuring voters. However, it is difficult to
establish with real certainty the difference between political propaganda one han;d
and coercion on the other hand, and between government pressure and effectivle
campaigning on the other. The results tend to show that any possible monopoly that
the Colorado Party may have had is diminishing, since many voters did not vote
along party lines. It is up to the Liberal Party and Patria Querida to capitalize on this
trend if they want to have a better chance in 2008.
|

The behavior of voters clearly shows that they had the freedom to either participate
in the elections or to opt to stay out and not to vote. For those who participated, th;e
elections were free and fair since the principle of freedom to choose was present with
the multiplicity of options to choose from. The election was fair since the elections
were administered by a very professional election authority that defended the law i‘n



a way that protected the voters. Finally, the vote tabulation, as implemented, was

accurate.

COORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

About 700 observers, both local and international, observed the April 27 elections in
Paraguay. During the days leading up to the elections, IFES met with representatives
of CAPEL, OAS, DECIDAMOS,  Contralorias  Ciudadanas and
TRANSPARENCIA/Paraguay to coordinate the deployment of observers and to avoid

sending observers to the same polling sites.

These meetings served not only to share information, but to fully rely on other
institutions for support and expertise in specific areas. For example,
TRANSPARENCIA requested IFES’ support when observing the voting process to
account for voter's complaints and irregularities. At the end of Election Day, IFES
provided TRANSPARENCIA with a summary of its findings to compare 'with
TRANSPARENCIA findings. DECIDAMOS provided IFES with a list of sites whel:'e
potential problems could occur, and IFES made sure that these areas were covered

by its observers.

DEPLOYMENT IF THE IFES DELEGATION

‘The mission of the IFES delegation was:

= To monitor pre-election activities and the political climate;

« To evaluate the administrative preparations for the voting process;

= To be present at sites on Election Day to observe the opening of the polls,
inventory checks, processing of ballots and activities of poll workers;

» Following the closing of the polls, to observe the counting and collection
procedures, comparing as many sites as possible, and to note the use of ballot
boxes and security measures; to accompany election officials during the ballot
transportation process if there was a centra! or regional counting location; ‘

= During the vote counting, to remain in the role of observer to review the policies
and observe the methods of counting and certification;

= To note the activities of other observers at the polling sites on election day; and




» During the post-election period, to evaluate the vote tabulation process, reactions

to the final election results, and the initial activities involved in the transfer of

power from the outgoing to the incoming government.

To accomplish these objectives, the IFES delegation participated in a series of
briefings on the election process; held meetings with representatives of the politic’al

parties, civil society and the media; and attended campaign functions.

The five teams that observed the elections outside Asuncion, traveled to their
respective departments the day before the elections. Upon arrival, they were able to
visit their assigned region prior to the election. Each team was in permane‘nt
contact, through cellular telephones, with the IFES office in Asuncidon and with other
teams in the field. Each team consulted with local experts on the best route to
follow on Election Day in order to cover as many vote centers as possible. Each
team was equipped with briefing materials and maps, survey forms to complete on
Election Day, first aid supplies, a cellular telephone, and whatever supplies we?re
required for their specific area. Some teams also took photographs to document th.:eir
findings. The survey forms, pre-election reports, election reports, and a post-

election debriefing were used to compile this final report. :
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Once in their assigned regions, the teams located and met with TSIE officials,

Electoral, other organizations and information sources.
election visits to various voting centers and the local and/or

regional counting centers in their areas.

Every observer was supplied with an official credential from
the TSJE. This document informed administrators, police,
military, and election workers around the country of the IFES

" observation mission.

ELECTION DAY
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IFES deployed a total of 11 teams, consisting of one international observer and one
staff from USAID or the U.S. Embassy in Paraguay. The following is the mission’s

deployment Plan:

G TEAMS DEPARTAMENTO AREA DE OBSERVACION
1 MAGDALENA TRUJILLO PAT | CONCEPCION CONCEPCION
HALL
2 MERCEDES DE FREITAS ; ALTO PARANA CIUDAD DEL ESTE
KAREN WILLIAMS
3 DORA NUNEZ CAAGUAZU CORONEL OVIEDO
TIM SEARS AND COLONIA INDEPENDENCIA
GUAIRA VILLARICA AND CNEL.
MARTINEZ
4 TED PICCONE ITAPUA ENCARNACION ZONA RURAL
MARCELO CORONEL
5 ZAIDA ARGUEDAS MISIONES SAN IGNACIO, SAN JUAN, SAN
LINDA LEE MIGUEL AND VILLA FLORIDA
6 FERNADO ZERTUCHE ASUNCION ASUNCION
DORIS GONZALEZ
7 JAMES HAYES CENTRAL LIMPIO,
STEVE ROYSTER MARIANOQ ROQUE ALONSO
VILLA HAYES
8 RICHARD SOUDRIETTE CENTRAL AREGUA, ITA, ITAGUA
MIGUEL ANGEL RODRIGUEZ YPACARAI
WAYNE NILSESTUEN SAN BERNARDINO
9 PATRICIO GAJARDO CENTRAL LUQUE
BILL HYBIL CAPIATA
DEANNA KIM
10 | PABLO GALARCE CENTRAL SAN ANTONIO, GUARAMBARE
DAVID ROVINSKY &
VILLETA .
11 | JAMES HAYES CENTRAL LAMBARE, VILLA ELISA AND
STEVE MARMA NEMBY
11



GENERAL FINDINGS

1. Election Day:

The majority of the voting stations opened after 7:00 AM, as required by the law. In
many places voters arrived at polling stations on time, but had to wait for the polling
station to be established. By about 8:00 AM most of the polling stations were
functioning. The opening was characterized by calm, and the voters displayed 'a
responsible and educated attitude. The electronic voting machines, in most cases,
functioned properly and did not present any problems for the voters. In the polling
stations with manual voting, voting took fonger, which generated long lines of voteris

waiting their turn to vote.

By midday the vote continued calmly and without incidents, The difference in vo'tin'g
time between the electronic and manual methods was consistent. Geod participatioin
was reported from almost all sites observed, but it was apparently that many eligible
voters had decided to stay home. At almost all polling sites they visited, IFES
observers witnessed some proselytizing by political party operators, which in some

cases caused bitter disputes among voters and party representatives.

By mid-afternoon and up until the closing of the polls at 4:00 PM, the IFES observelf's
reported that the election continued calmly and without incidents. The closing of the
polls was calm and on time, without mayor delays. In the electronic polling places, the
closing procedures were quick, and poll workers finished their work by about 6:00 PM
Much time was spent in filling out the forms and making sure the closing procedhre‘s
where done properly. In traditional polling places, the counting of the votes anfd
closing procedures were indeed slower. In many cases, poll workers finished their work
well into the night. The counting of the ballots and filling out the forms was tedimis

and tiresome for many, especially for those who had arrived at 6:00 AM.

2. Polling sites:

Most sites observed were at ground level with enough space and wide entrances.
However, for most voters, locating the polling site was difficult. Most of polling places
observed were not user-friendly, and in many cases, voters had to wonder where to
vote. In many cases, polling stations were too small and/or awkward tio

accommodate pollworkers, voters and the voting equipment.




Many polling places visited by the IFES teams were poorly designed. They did not
have adequate signs pointing out the best entrance to the site and the place where a
voter had to vote. Signs that provided important information to the voter did no:t
exist many times. In Appendix II we offer a sample map to the TSJE on how best to

show voters the voting flow.

Most of the polling stations we visited had demonstration units, but not all voters

were aware of this feature.

As indicated by the results, Paraguayan voters are comfortable with electronic
voting. With continued use, the voters will be more at ease, and the machines will be
a success. The TSJE should intensify its civic education campaigns for future

elections.

3. Public information and Outreach:

The TSJE mock elections and ongoing outreach campaign were the keys to the
success of the electronic voting in Paraguay. The plan to bring demonstraticn
machines to most areas where the electronic voting was to be implemented was
effective. For the most part, voters liked the machines. Many commented that the
machines were easy to use and fast, unlike the traditional method. The lines in the

electronic voting places were indeed shorter than in the traditional places.

Voters came to the polling stations well educated about their choices. It is evident
that the campaigns developed by the TSIE and later adapted by the
political parties were effective. In fact, we can say that the

designation of numbers for each political party made it easy for

voters, since they had to press the numbers of their preferences and

push YES twice to confirm their selections. In short, it made a big difference to ease

the process.

we did, however, find some deficiencies in the poll-worker manual, As far as we
could tell, the manual was written by a computer expert and not by a civic education

expert. Also, in some places we saw poll workers that were not fully familiar with

their duties.




As the TSIE expects to implement electronic voting machines in 100% of the polling
stations for the 2004 Municipal Elections, efforts must be made to find poll workers
with necessary technical skills. High school and university students could be recruite'd

for this role and could be the perfect match for the new requirements.

4. Secrecy of the vote:
Because of close quarters and less than perfect layout at many polling places, the
voting machines were placed in such a way that anyone could actually see a voter;’s

selections, making the lack of privacy an issue to be considered in the future,

5. Election Day complaints:
As was expected, the IFES mission saw and received a number of complaints frorn

voters during Election Day. These complaints, however serious in some cases, did
not affect a significant percentage of the voting population and therefore did n<:)t

affect the resulits.

The main complaints received by the IFES observers can be summarized as follows:

Colorado Party members wearing red shirts gave voters instructions to vote for

the Lista 1;

Representatives from the parties were placed to less than 200 meters from the
voting station; '
Political banners inside polling places;

Political operators guided disabled and senior citizens through the process;

Poll workers clearly showed their party affiliations by wearing the colors of the
party while serving as polling officials;

Political operators purchased cedufas from voters; and

Party literature was often too close to the polling place.

IFES ASSESMENT OF THE ELECTION

The IFES mission’s principal assessments of the 2003 Paraguayan general election

were as follows:




The electoral process on April 27, 2003, was carried out according to established
standards. |

The mission congratulated the Paraguayan voters for exercising their right to vote.
Participation in the elections reached significant percentages in areas with the
greatest number of voters. At the same time, it is important to mention a decrease
in participation in comparison to the previous general elections in 1998. '

From early in the morning people lined up at the polling places waiting patiently for
their turn to vote once the polling officials started the election process.

The election was distinguished by the use of electronic voting machines, which led
to greater order, more agility in voting methods, and faster vote tally. |

The polling station officials demonstrated dedication and familiarity with the
electoral process in locations using both electronic and traditional voting methods.

There were no complaints or reports on Election Day concerning violent acts or
intimidation towards the voters that could have affected the process or the final
results.

The rapid transmission of results contributed to the peaceful environment thqt
prevailed after the elections and gave more credibility and legitimacy to events

occurring after the electoral process.

Without a doubt, in every department of the republic, a fully free and fair,
transparent and tranquil general election took place on April 27, 2003. With only
the most minor of exceptions, the election was conducted efficiently and
professionally, even in relatively inaccessible areas. The TSJE was able to announce

the election results four hours of the closing of the polls:

Porcentaje

ListalPartido Dupla presidencial {Sigla {Total votos |
1 o ___INicanor  Duarte i
Asociacion Nacionalic, yos-Luis ANR [574.232  {37,14% |
Republicana L . .
Castiglioni Soria !
. . .__Pulio César, _ |
, [Partido Liberal Radicall - Fligic  PLRA [370.348  [23,95%
Autentico
Campuzano
. o Tomas Zayas -
8 Partido Patria Libre aurora Montiel PPL |4.559 0,29%

* Official results provided by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal of Paraguay
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The second- and third-p[ace candidates gracefully conceded to the winner,
decreasing considerably the political pressure that had built up to that moment.

Percentage of participation

100,

8 Percentage of
Voter
Participation

1993 1998 200

The percentage of eligible voters who participated in the elections was 15.7% lower
than in 1998 and a 4.7% lower than in the 1993 general elections despite the efforts
of the TSIE and political parties to increase voter turnout.

To fully analyze this decrease in voter turnout will require further study, but at this
time we can only venture to guess that a lack of political options was the main cause

for the electorate to decide to stay away from the polls in April.
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After the polls closed, members of the IFES
delegation met TSJE magistrates at the TSIE
headquarters to debrief them on the observation
and to wait for the official results to be

announced.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Political party and campaign financing: The most important sign of electoral
justice is the transparency of political finance. This is why there must be
better control of political financing and disclosure of the origin and destination
of funds used during political campaigns. This implies disclosing public and
private donations and the way funds are used, and seeking the greatest
possible equity.

Candidate lists: Prior to any electoral process, political parties should provide
the names of their candidates earlier in the process, to give the general public
enough information to make informed choices.

Electoral propaganda: Political parties and their followers should comply with
legal norms that prohibit electoral campaigning in the environs of the polling
places

Electoral logistics: a) Voters lists at the polling places: provide more
information to voters about the location of their polling places; b} Signs at the
polling places: provide better signage for voters as soon they enter the polling
stations (see annex II); c) Secrecy of the vote: the TSIE should instruct poll
workers of the importance of the secrecy of the vote and of placing the
*polling booth” where no other person can see the voting; d) Disabled people:
ensure greater access to the polling places for citizens with disabilities; e)
Manual of Procedures: A manual of procedures should be written by the TSIE

to serve as a road map when preparing for an election.




Election Administration: a) The TSJE should create a central office where all
aspects of election administration are discussed during Election Day.
Representatives of the TSJE, police, military and emergency personnel should
be together at all times to coordinate all aspects of the election; b) Increase
communication between all departments in the TSJE. A greater effort should
be made at the director level to understand the intricacies of all departments
within the TS3E, which would make the TSJE more effective at managing

elections.
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TECHNICAL OBSERVATION ASSESSMENT ON THE PARAGUAY AUTOMATED ELECTIONS
SYSTEM

How the observation was performed
We undertook this project on April 5, 2003 to conduct a pre-election assessment and advanced

coordination of logistics. The members of the delegation arrived on April 23, to observe the
effectiveness and operability of the manual voting process, and the electronic voting process working
together as one Automated Elections System under the directives set forth by the Tribunall Superior
de Justicia Electoral (TSJE). As a first step, we reviewed all available reports and documents, talked
with the election administrators, and generally made ourselves knowledgeable about the Paraguay
Automated Elections System strengths, potential problems and issues. My participation as an
outside consultant was by invitation of the TSJE to IFES. As a computer professional with extensive
experience in Electoral Systems and MIS issues, including experience as analyst/legal advisor in
electoral matters, my primary mandate was to observe the Automated Elections System during the
presidential elections voting process and to identify any abnorma! situations or possible
enhancements to the Automated Elections System (voter registration and the results transmission

process), in order to assess the TSJE in such issues.

Scope of accuracy

The Automated Elections System consists of three main modules: the manual Voting Process, the
Electronic Voting Process, and Results Transmission. Our observation of TSIE Automated"Elections
System included its ability to accurately identify registered voters in a particular voting precinct, and
to capture and transmit results with the necessary safeguards and characteristics, those that an
election official would expect all Automated Elections Systems to be able to handle. In doing so, we
observed several presentations and comprehensive tests of the set up, and the system operation at

the TSJE MIS central office,.

We observed the system on accuracy and reliability, and examined performance when deliberately
attempted to introduce errors into the vote tabulation process. We specifically examined a number
of common tabulation capabilities that most election administrators expect a system to accomplish.
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Our approach recognized that software is regularly changed (and sometimes must be changed when
election codes are revised), while hardware features of most systems are relatively static, especially
if standard and of-the-shelf items are used. Our observation looked at all of a system’'s features
working together at one point in time. Our findings about the performance was contingent to how
the software was working together with other hardware components of both the manual voting

system end the electronic voting system, as one unified Automated Elections System.

Observation criteria

Introductory Note
We have developed criteria that are general in nature, recognizing that there is no practical way to
combine a wide range of qualitative and quantitative findings into a single observation. As stated
below, we believe that this approach enabled us to focus on the primary criterion of the system's
overall suitability for use in Paraguay’s particular situation,

Background
Specifications, standards, and observation criteria for Automated Elections Systems can differ
significantly, depending upon one's perspective on the purpose that is intended to serve. For
example, in result transmission, Centralized Direct Recording Systems define many aspects of what
might be called an ideal Automated Elections System. Yet, this comprehensive system could have
features and goals that are not fully consistent with Paraguay's electoral needs. Because they are
intended primarily to apply to new telecommunications systems that are developed to meet specific
requirements, they can legitimately require advances in the state of the art infrastructure beyond
the capabilities of actual facilities in Paraguay. Therefore, In Paraguay the transmission of results is
geared up by a manual results gathering system that receives it's input from the polling places,
regardiess of whether the results are paper “actas” or electronic media product of the electronic

voting machines, that are routed to the transmission centers.

The outcome of the observation is intended to be useful to the TSJE and other election
administrators who must choose on broadening to 100% the use of the electronic voting machines
on future elections or to continue with a slow pace that will increment the use of such equipment by
gradually incrementing its implementation in future elections. The observation therefore determines
and describes, from the perspective of the election administrator, the strengths and weaknesses of
the newly implemented electronic voting system, used in near S0% of the electoral jurisdictions.
Also identifying the most important aspects in the result transmission processes. This will enable
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the election administrators to determine if the system is best suited to Paraguay's particular

situation and how it should be implemented in the future.
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THE AUTOMATED ELECTIONS SYSTEM, RESULTS TRANSMISSION

Results Transmission Process Observation

We believe that the most significant characteristic provided by the Paraguay Automated Elections
System, is the transparency, and the ability to function accurately and reliably over a reasonable
time span. It has the capability of being easily set up for the elections process and uncomplicated to
operate by the personnel available in the typical transmission centers, with the level of training they
were likely to receive. These considerations, along with basic requirements for security measures,

have been considered predominant to develop the observation criteria.

The Results Transmission System (TREP, “Transmisién de Resultados Electorales Preliminares”) is
preliminary and is not considered final official results. The final official results are dependent on the
outcome of the final tally process. Transparency in the results transmission process is always
important, but becomes particularly so in Paraguay where there are a substantial number of
inexperience or skeptic voters. If the TREP was not considered "fair* and allow the opposition to feel
that they have been deceived, the TREP could have encourage losers to work outside the system,
using non-democratic, confrontational and even violent tactics. The TREP was a determining factor in

the ease of performing complex activities, as is the act of result dissemination to the media and

general public.

In general terms the TREP is designed to gather information front the polling places as quickly, as
possible with all the necessary security needed to guarantee transparency of the process. The main
idea is to implement a system by which vehicles will collect the results from the polling centers as
they are completed by the polling places. In this way results will be transported continuously from
the polling centers to the transmission centers, keeping a steady flow of information transmitted to

the central office, and eliminating possible deadlocks in peak times.

Process at the Polling places, Transmission Centers and Central Office

Polling places process summary
The results of the voting activities in the polling places are registered in documents called "actas”.
There are official documents for information about voter turnout, for the amount of ballots received
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and not used, for vote counting and for result transmission {known as “actas”) used to send results
to the transmission centers. These “actas” are collected from the polling places and sent from the .
poliing centers to the transmission centers, and from the transmission centers to the central office.
In the case of results from the electronic voting machines, they are sent from the polling centers to
the transmission centers, and send from the transmission centers via telecommunications to the
TSIE central office. The transmitted data includes information concerning the opening of voting
premises, voter turnout, as well as the data of the result actas. A supervisary group who:monitors

the use of the system supervises this whole operation.

Process at the Transmission Centers
It is important to note that a given transmission results system did not necessarily work the same

way in different parts of the country, different methods where used to gather the resuits at the
central site, such as: by fax, phone or radio (in remote locations) or manually (in person, b‘y election
officials in near by locations), and telecommunications. The paper actas where gathered at the
transmission centers and send via fax, voice or radio to the central site, they were received by a fax
pool and routed to MIS to be authenticated and imputed to the results tally system. The res:ults from
the electronic voting machines followed a different route, the diskettes (electronic media) where
received at transmission centers and sent to the central site via dial-up communications to be

authenticated and imputed to the results tally system.

Process at the Central Office
The data to be entered is taken from the copy of the "acta” received by fax. Entry of the “actas” data
is always carried out in the presence of a representative of the election officials. During en!try of the
data from the “acta” the system automatically checks compliance with the control relationships
between the numerical data of the “acta”, all the actas are verified after data entry. If the data was
received via a telecommunication channel, the acceptance of such data into the system is always

carried out in the presence of an election official.

If an error is detected, a supervisory group member issues permission to the system administrator
to correct the error in his presence and in the presence of the election official and political party
representatives. The reason for making the change and the name of the person who sanctioned it

i

is entered and a new computer printout of the data is obtained.
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On voting day, current voting results are transmitted to the TSJE online with updates every 15
minutes, beginning from 16:00, local time, until all the data has been entered from the “actas”. The
presence of a member of the supervisory group is required. After a decisive number of votes are
accepted by the TSJE Magistrates, and after the first public announcement, which will never be past
8:00 pm, the results are publicized at the Press Center and the Internet. The first results for this

election where published at 7:30 pm.

The Press Information Center
The Press Information Center at the TSJE processes and disseminates the result information to the
media and general public. Since the early night hours results were received continuously, granting
the opportunity to identify the election outcome by 10:00 pm on the night of the elect:ions, and

disseminating the resuits throughout the nation by press and the Internet.

Constraints

They where some constraints in the use of the TREP, not all the polling centers could have a circular
collection system in order to collect the results as they are finished at the polling places, and send to
the transmission centers at intervals on several trips. Instead, some polling centers hat to wait until
the last polling place had ended with the tally of all its results in order to gather all the results
vactas” and send them to the transmission center in one trip only. The TREP constraints depended
on factors such as how a society is structured in terms of geographical divisions, including; whether
particular pockets of population are geographically concentrated, or dispersed over a wide area, and
other important factors as is the available financing. The financial constraints were a mayor issue in
eliminating circular routes that would have helped in a faster transmission of results.

Hardware description ‘
The remote setup for electronic voting results transmission and the central tabulation software

operated on PC based computers and servers. At the central site the system uses IBM RISK super-
servers, and standard commercial printers were used to produce “acta” proof sheets for checking,
and to output results. Faxes were used in the transmission of “actas” from the transmissibn center

to the central office.

The hardware components in the system have been observed against Paraguay usual election-
administration practices, frequently referenced standards and, common-sense considerations.

Hence the systems hardware components could not be tested to measure their reliability and
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accuracy under various conditions; their performance during the election process was taken into

consideration.

Software (source code) structure and content
Although we did not have access to the software source, we were told that the software is written in
Oracle development language, which is a structured and modular oriented language, easily
maintained by an Oracle programmer. The Oracle Data Base Structure is used to gather all the

information,
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Technical Observation

We did not attempt to verify the system's ability to handle all possible variations in how special
types of votes are interpreted and tabulated by the electronic voting machines. However, we are
aware that preliminary results are not intended to handle all particular logic rutes that we know are

used in the voting process, it is the final tally that will deal with such situations.

We, thus, have not identified as deficiencies the system's inability to handle special requirements
that are applicable to only a limited number of situations. However, in selected instances, we have
observed the system's ability to handle some of these features, as is the case where they are
included routinely in the election process, such as errors in the sum of totals in the “actas”.

Security )
Access to computer programs is password protected; only an authorized person can access the
administrative menus that assign passwords and configure election features. Once an election has
been defined, the supervisor can prevent further access to that database by those with the user's

password; a different user's password can be assigned for the election.

Because the entire database at the TS)E is contained on site, it is easy to make a backup copy for
overnight security. One computer server is used solely for the elections process and is kept
separated from the network that houses the other applications. It is relatively easy to physically

prevent access to it.

Security of the recorded results is good. The computers are electronically identified so as, to
transmit results to the TSJE Magistrates before publication, and access is obtained only by the

proper preprogrammed code.

The system includes various physical security measures in its design. All computers are security-
code lockable to make tampering obvious. When locked, the device is protected from most

tampering methods or accidents.
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Ease of operation
The documentation seems scarce but complete, and someone generally familiar with elections can

learn to operate the system with minimal assistance. The menu is illustrated and the options for the

required entry are explained.

The documentation for operation of the “acta” results capture process accurately explains, step-by-
step in a readable and usable manner, the various tasks needed to operate the computer from start

to finish.

Because of the complete documentation just mentioned, the elaborate menu structure, and the
user-friendly data entry screens, it is easy to set up an election process. The commission workers

are able to easily operate the computer with its clear instructions and simple menus.

Consolidation of data requires minimal operator interaction. Results are automatically updated and

displayed, with minimum operator direction required for printing out results,

Accuracy and reliability
The system encompasses a basic design and a non-sophisticated use of telecommunications to gear

it. However, it seems acceptable for it's purpose. It works relatively fast and includes all the
necessary controls that guarantee the required accuracy in the results transmission process.

A simple but effective process is used at the TSJE to control the “acta” receiving and verification
process. Once the “acta” is received it is entered to the computer, the contents is verified for
correctness and acceptance. Only then are the “acta” results updated in the system and updated to -
the TSIE central database. The transmitted information to cannot be changed or tampered with, and

will only serve to update the results at each level.

Serious errors in results capturing and transmission were virtually impossible to make, and minor
errors were easy to correct, although it might be possible to simplify the process of canceling an

erroneously entered “acta” result.

Transparency
During our observation we had the opportunity to track the results from a transmission cenier to the
TSIE central office and to the central database. The data capture and verification control process at
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the TSIE was observed and it was deemed to be acceptable by international transparency standards.

The results follow through from the transmission center to the TSJE central office was observed and

it was also found to be acceptable and tamper free.

Nevertheless, the issue of transparency is very significant at the time of the release and
transmission of interim results. Representatives of political parties should be present, sign and have
a copy of the “acta” of the vote resuits and should be allowed to witness the transmission of the
corresponding results to the electoral management body. Indeed, such transparency of actions is
essential in the acceptance of the general outcome of the election. This apparently small step can

directly impact the confidence all participants have in the results gathering process.

Limitations of the System
Although updated information is kept in the system at the TSJE central office, no detail storage of

individual “acta” images is provided. Consequently, a recount of all “acta” is not possible, a feature
which some election administrators may deem desirable in the event of a complete electronic failure

or a contested election.

Cooperation between Brazil and Paraguay
The first successful experiment in the area of electronic voting in Latin America took place in

paraguay when a pilot program was conducted between Brazil and Paraguay during last year
municipal elections in Paraguay. The electronic voting machines where loaned by Brazil. After the
good experience of the pilot project, Brazil and Paraguay once more decided to join forces in the
implementa'tion of voting machines to cover near 50% of the voting population in Paraguay. Now a
new record is set by successfully implementing a working environment for 50% of the voters in
Paraguay and conducting a successful election with electronic voting machines, with less than 2% of

malfunctions.
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTORAL OBSERVATION MISSION
PARAGUAY 2003 GENERAL ELECTIONS
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE DELEGATION

MIGUEL ANGEL RODRIGUEZ - COSTA RICA

Dr. Rodriguez recently completed his term as President of Costa Rica (1998-2002). A
long-time leader in the United Social Christian Party, he has also served in public office as
President of the Costa Rican Legislative Assembly and as President of the Christian
Democrats of America. Before becoming a public official, President Rodriguez had a highly
successful career as a businessman. He has been the Director of the Agro-Industrial and
Export Bank, SA and President of Agrodynamic International, SA. He received his Ph.D. in
Economics from UC-Berkeley, and has taught Economics at the University of Costa Rica
and the Autoromous University of Central America. President Rodriguez has published
several articles and books on economic and social issues in Costa Rica and Latin America.

ZAIDA ARGUEDAS - COSTA RICA

Zaida Arguedas graduated Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from the University of
Alabama with a B.A. in Internacional Relations and Political Science. Ms. Arguedas
received an M.A. in Public Policy and Latin American Studies from the University of
Kansas. Ms. Arguedas received an M.A. in Public Policy and Latin American studies from
the University of Kansas. Ms. Arguedas currently serves as the Deputy Executive Director
of the League of Women Voters of the United States, an 81 year organization with a non-
partisan mission to educate and empower citizens. In November 2000, Ms. Arguedas was
given the additional responsibility of managing the League's Global Democracy Program,
Currently, in Africa, the league is working in Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Uganda,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. In Latin America, the league Is currently working in
Brazil and has had programs in Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, and Argentina.

MERCEDES DE FREITAS — VENEZUELA

She studied History at the Central University of Venezuela and has obtained several
courses in Administration from the Administration Superior Institute (IESA). She has
worked in the private sector in the areas of management and planning, development and
coordination of projects, she has also worked with several civic society organizations and
has represented them in national and international events regarding development,
democracy and electoral matters. She has been part of many election observation
missions in Latin America. She served as Vice-President of the Momento Gente
Foundation, Founder of the Venezuela 2020 Foundation, Foro Constitucional, of the Civic
Asciation Queremos Elegir. Currently, Ms. De Freitas is the General Co-ordinator of the

group Mirador Democratico.

PATRICIO F. GAJARDO - CHILE

Patricio F. Gajardo is the Director for the Americas Division at the International Foundation
for Election Systems (IFES). Mr. Gajardo was Acting Director of the IFES/Peru project
during March/August 1995 and has participated in various election and democracy related
projects, international conferences, and election observation missions around Latin
America. His observation missions include: Chile 1997 and 2000; Colombia 1998 and
2000; Costa Rica 2002 (April); Dominican Republic 1954, 2000, and 2002; Ecuador 1995,
1997, and 2002 (October and November); El Salvador 1994 (March and April) and 1999;
Honduras 2001; Mexico 1994, 1997, and 2000; Nicaragua 1996; Panama 1998 and 1999,
Paraguay 2000 and 2003; Peru 1992, 1995 (April and November), 1998, 2000 (April), and
2001 (Apri! and June); Puerto Rico 1996; and Venezuela 1993, 1995 and 1998. Mr.
Gajardo was invited by the Ministry of Interior of Spain to observe the European



Parliamentary elections in June 1994 and in June 1999. Before joining IFES, Mr. Gajardo
worked at the Organization of American States (OAS), where he monitored the
Multinational Basic Educational Programs for Caribbean countries. In addition, Mr.
Gajardo worked at the Inter-American Dialogue during the Summer of 1992, where he
performed research and investigated economic issues affecting Latin America. Mr. Gajardo
received a B.A. in International Relations and Latin American Studies from the California
State University, Chico. He also earned a degree in Translation (Spanish-English) from
the Instituto de Providencia in Santiago, Chile.

PABLO O. GALARCE - CHILE

Pablo Galarce is Program Officer for the Americas Division at the Internationai Foundation
for Election Systems (IFES). Currently, he is responsible for coordinating and
administering programs in Paraguay, Guyana and Bolivia, among other responsibilities.
He has coordinated election observations in Honduras and Guyana and served as observer
for the Organization of American States (OAS) during the 1996 general elections in
Nicaragua. He has lived in Argentina, Paraguay, El Salvador, and Nicaragua. He
graduated with honors with a degree in Political Science from the University of
Massachusetts and obtained a Masters degree in International Relations from Boston
University, specializing in Latin America and International Economics.

JAMES B. HAYES - USA
James B. Hayes recently retired as President and CEO of Junior Achievement Inc., a

nationwide not-for-profit organization providing economic education to over four million
students in the United States, and an additional one million young people in nearly 103
countries around the world. Hayes served as chairman of Junior Achievement’s national
board of directors from 1991-1993 and was a board member of the organization since
1987. During his chairmanship, Junior Achievement student numbers increased over
17%. While Chairman, Hayes led a delegation of Junior Achievement directors, students
teachers, volunteers and staff to Moscow in December 1991 to participate in the foundlng
of Junior Achievement of Russia. Before joining Junior Achievement, Hayes enjoyed, a
lengthy career in magazine publishing. He joined Time Inc. in 1959 and held various
posts in the New York, Philadelphia, and Detroit offices of SPORTS ILLUSTRATED. In
1982, he became advertlsmg sales director of MONEY magazine, and was named pubhsher
of DISCOVER in 1984. He was appointed publisher of FORTUNE in 1987. While publlsher,
Hayes launched the FORTUNE 500 Forum, an annual gathering of FORTUNE 500 CEQO's to
discuss the major issues facing business and the nation. A longtime advocate for
improvement of the U.S. public education system, Hayes established the FORTUNE
Education Summit. Held apnually in Washington, DC from 1988-1993, the Summit
brought together government, business and academic leaders to discuss the role of the
business community in education reform. Hayes was a speaker at the 1989 American
Bicentennial Presidential Forum—the inauguration of George Bush. In September of 1990,
He was one of 15 U.S. executives to join a Presidential Mission to the Soviet Union to
discuss new business development and economic cooperation. Hayes is a founding board
member of the newly organized Village Foundation, a public charity whose vision is to
build a brighter future for African-American boys and their families. He is a Member of the
Board and the former Chairman of the Morehouse School of Medicine and has recently
joined the Harvard Social Enterprise Advisory Board. In addition he serves on several
community and civic boards in his hemetown of Colorado Springs. Hayes received his
education at the Canterbury School and Georgetown University and served for two years
with the United States Army in Europe. He has three children, is a native of New York
City and currently resides in Colorado Springs.




WILLIAM ). HYBL -USA

William J. Hybl, raised in Pueblo Colorado, is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of El
Pomar Foundation, one of the largest and oldest foundations in the Rocky Mountain
region. El Pomar Foundation provides grants for programs in education, health care, the
environment, amateur sports, human services, and the arts, with special emphasis on
excellence in nonprofits. He also serves as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Broadmoor Hotel Inc., and is President Emeritus of the United States Olympic Committee.
In addition, Bill Hybl is Board President of the U.S. Clympic Foundation. He was recently
appointed Chairman of the Board of the International Foundation for Election Systems,
which he joined in 1996. In 1981, Bill Hybl served as Special Counsel to President Ronald
Reagan. He also served the Colorado House Legislature from 1972 to 1973. Mr, Hybl is
the Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army for the State of Colorado. Having received
three consecutive presidential appointments, from 1992-1997, Mr. Hybl served as Vice-
Chairman of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy. In 2001, President
George W. Bush appointed Mr. Hybl as U.S. Representative to the 56™ General Assembly
of the United Nations. Mr. Hybl is a graduate of The Colorado College, and earned his 1.D,
at the University of Colorado School of Law in Boulder. He and his wife Kathleen, have two
sons, B.). and Kyle, and six grandchildren.

DORA NUNEZ DAVILA - PERU

Ms. Nuilez has a wide public experience. She was Director of Pensions in the Management
Department of Arequipa, Director of Planning and Budget in the Southern Region of IPSS,
Director of Financial Management - Southern Region, and Chief of Collection for the
Southern region of IPSS. She has specialized in Public and Private Labor rights, Social
Security Pensions, Penal and Administrative rights. She served as Program Director
Consultant for Labor Legislation in Radio Melodia for three years. As a lawyer she
specialized in labor legislation and pensions, she has interest in legislative development
initiatives with regard to defending the rights of workers and those receiving pensions,
women'’s rights, as well as defending for the establishment of decentralization and making
strategic alliances with other political groups with similar objectives. Her congressional
agenda will be developing in the “Work”, "Social Security”, and “Woman and Human

Development” Commissions.

THEODORE J. PICCONE ~ USA

Ted Piccone is a policy and legal expert on issues of democracy, human rights and Latin
American affairs. Currently, he is a Director of the Democracy Coalition Project, a global
democracy promotion initiative of the Open Society Institute that conducts research and
advocacy on matters of democracy and foreign policy. During the Clinton Administration,
Mr. Piccone was the Associate Director of the Policy Planning Staff for Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, providing policy advice on issues regarding the Western Hemisphere,
global democracy and human rights. He played a leading diplomatic role in organizing the
first-ever ministerial meeting of the Community of Democracies, and drafted and
negotiated the concluding Warsaw Declaration., He also oversaw the declassification of
thousands of U.S. government documents relating to the Pinochet era in Chile and the war
in El Salvador. Prior to his tenure at the State Department, Mr. Piccone served as a senior
White House advisor for inter-American affairs and as an expert on Latin American civil-
military relations at the Pentagon. He directed the first-ever Defense Ministerial of the
Americas and helped establish a training center on national security issues for Latin
American civilians to strengthen civilian control of the military. Before entering
government, Mr. Piccone was Counsel for the United Nations Truth Commission in El
Salvador. His other professional experience includes stints as an associate at a leading
Philadelphia law firm, press secretary on Capitol Hill, law clerk to a federal judge, and
research assistant at the Council on Foreign Relations. Mr. Piccone received a law degree




from Columbia University, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Columbia Human Rights

Law Review and The Jailhouse Lawyer’s Manual. He received a B.A. in History magna cum
laude from the University of Pennsylvania.

RICHARD W. SOUDRIETTE - USA

Richard W. Soudriette has served as President of the International Foundation for Election
systems (IFES) since 1988. Under Mr. Soudriette’s leadership, IFES has grown into one of
the premier organizations offering technical assistance in the areas of elections, civil
society, rule of law and governance. He has played a key role in launching networks of
elections officials in Latin America, Central and Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia and has
overseen the tremendous growth of IFES, which has worked in over 120 countries around
the world. Prior to joining IFES, Mr. Soudriette served as Chief of Staff for U.S.
Congressman James M. Inhofe (R-OK), Director of the U.S. Peace Corps in Paraguay and
the Dominican Republic, and Chief of Staff for the Mayor of Tuisa, Oklahoma. Mr.
Soudriette is currently a member of the American Political Science Association and the
International Association of Clerks, Recorders, Treasurers and Election Officials
(IACREOT). He is a graduate of the University of Tulsa with a B.A. in Political Science and
Masters of Public Administration from the University of Oklahoma.

JORGE TIRADO - PUERTO RICO

Mr. Tirado is an expert in Management Information Systems (MIS), consulting, design,
development, implementation and operations since 1966. Mr. Tirado started in MIS {then
Data Processing) by holding a position as a programmer and data processing procedure
designer while in the US Air Force, until 1970. From 1971 until 1973 he held the position of
service bureau manager for Sperry Univac (Casa Lee Computers, Inc.). In 1973, Mr. Tirado
was appointed corporate vice-president and service bureau EDP manager for Datacorp of
P.R. Inc. In 1976, he founded Jorge I. Tirado & Asociados Inc., later JTA Inc.

He has been proficient in the analysis and design of information systems, such as: Process
Control, Telecommunications (WAN's and LAN's), Database System, Research and
Development, Business and Government Accounting Applications, Computer-Based Health-
Care Applications and Electoral Systems. He is considered an expert in the area of MIS
Management Consulting for Health-Care Institutions, International Elections and Civil
Registers, Telecommunications {(WANs and LANs), EDP Auditing, and Computer Law.

Mr. Tirado holds a degree in business Administration with a mayor in Management
information Systems and Statistics, and post-graduate studies in MIS. In 1981 he obtained
a Juris Doctor degree from the Interamerican University School of Law, and post-graduate
studies in Computer Law.

FERNANDO ZERTUCHE MUNOZ - MEXICO

Obtained a law degree from the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) and
obtained a M.A. in History from the Colegio de Mexico. Mr. Zertuche has worked in the
Public Administration in education, laboral and social issues. He served as the Deputy
Secretary of the Labor Ministry, President of the Federal Labor Court and General
Secretary of the Mexican Institute of Social Security (IMSS). Mr. Zertuche represented
Mexico in the International Labor Organization. In June 1994 was elected by the Congress
to serve as the Citizens Adviser of the General Council of the Federal Electoral Institute
(IFE). He is the author of many books on historical, political and social analysis and
others specializing in the Mexican Revolution. He has taught at the UNAM and the
Women'’s University of Mexico.
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EXTENDIENDG RL ALCANCE B LA DEMGCRACIA

DELEGACION INTERNACIONAL DE OBSERVACION DE IFES
PARAGUAY 2003, ELECCIONES GENERALES
FORMULARIO DE OBSERVACION ELECTORAL

OBSERVADOR/A: HORA:
DEPARTAMENTO: DISTRITO:

ZONA: LOCAL DE VOTACION:

MESA ELECTORAL:

MESA ELECTORAL

¢Fue puntual la apertura de la mesa electoral? SI NO
{Se encontraban presentes todos los miembros del colegio

electoral a la hora de apertura? SI NO
(Permite 1a ubicacidn y organizacién de los colegios electorales una

votaci6n ordenada? SI NO
¢ Estan disponibles todos los materiales electorales? SI NO
;Hay organizacién y eficiencia por parte de los miembros del colegio electoral? SI NO
(Esta en orden el padrén electoral? SI NO
Si es negativo, describa

{Se respeta el principio del voto secreto? SI NO
(Reaccién positiva del votante con respecto al Voto Electrénico? SI NO
;Hay otros observadores presentes? SI NO
Nacionales Internacionales Partidos politicos

CENTRO DE VOTACION

(Hay presencia de fuerzas de seguridad? SI NO
Policia Ejercito Otra

i Sc observan acciones de intimidacion o coaccién a los
votantes en la cercania del centro de votacién? SI NO
En caso afirmativo, describa

(Hay actividades proselitistas o propaganda electoral
en las inmediaciones del centro de votacién? SI NC
En caso afirmativo, describa

OTRAS OBSERVACIONES / DENUNCIAS:
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EXTENDIERDO £1L ALCANCE DE LA DEMOCRACIA

DELEGACION INTERNACIONAL DE OBSERVACION DE IFES
ELECCIONES GENERALES DE PARAGUAY
27 DE ABRIL DEL 2003

FORMULARIO DE ESCRUTINIO

OBSERVADOR: HORA:
DEPARTAMENTO: DISTRITO:
ZONA: LOCAL DE VOTACION:
MESA ELECTORAL:
NUMEROQO DE VOTANTES REGISTRADOS: CUANTOS VOTARON:
HORA DEL CIERRE:

.- PARTIDO POLITICO

CANDIDATO

VOTOS

Partido Colorado

Nicanor Duarte Frutos
PRESIDENTE
Luis Castiglione Soria
VICEFRESIDENTE

Partido Liberal Radical Autentico

Julio Cesar Franco
PRESIDENTE
Pantale6n Eligio Campuzano
VICEPRESIDENTE

Partido Encuentro Nacional

Diego Abrente Brun PRESIDENTE
Maria Elena Araujo
VICEPRESIDENTE

Partido UNACE

Guillermo Sénchez Guffanti
PRESIDENTE
Victos Sanchez Villagra
VICEPRESIDENTE

Movimiento Patria Querida

Pedro Fadul
PRESIDENTE
Daniel Codas
VICEPRESIDENTE

Movimiento Independiente Fuerza
Ciudadana

Horacio Galeano Perrone
PRESIDENTE
Cirila Cabral Vda. De Alcaraz
VICEPRESIDENTE

Movimiento Fuerza Democratica
Independiente

Guillermo Hellmers
PRESIDENTE
Maria Angélica Cano Radil
VICEPRESIDENTE

Partido Patria Libre

Tomés Zayas
PRESIDENTE
Anunciacion Aurora Montiel
VICEPRESIDENTE




IFIES

EXTENDIENDQ EL ALCANGE BE LA DEMOCRACIA

Teresa Notario
_ i PRESIDENTE
9 Partido Humanista Armando Casado

VICEPRESIDENTE

Pedro Almada Galeano
. : PRESIDENTE
10 Partido Frente Amplio Federico Milciades Santos

VICEPRESIDENTE

VOTOS NULOS

VOTOS EN BLANCO

VOTOS VALIDOS

TOTAL DE VOTOS EMITIDOS

OTRAS OBSERVACIONES:
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_&:O MISION INTERNACIONAL DE IFES

5 -
' % B G ,
uso de las unas electrénicas da mucha confianza al pueblo,
asegurd el embaj ador de Estado Unidos acreditado ante Para-
ay, John Francis Keane, tras su reunién con el titular del
-hunal Superior de Justicia Electoral (T SIE), Alberto Rami-
El representante estadounidense se negé ha opinar, sobre
os de politica doméstica, como posibles alianzas entre
Frﬁdos o 1a eliminacién del uso de las wnas electrénicas.

Son asuntos que.los paraguayos y su Justicia resolve!
conforme a sus sistemas, dijo el diplomético. :
Respectodela controversia iniciada por el Partido Colora-
o sobre las umas electrénicas, alegd que es ul tema técnico
ue desconoce. Sin embargo, el embajador Keane comentéla’
experiencia que ha tenido su pafs con el uso de estos aparatos
1 diversos procesos electorales. 3
~ “En Estados Unidos hemos utilizado urnas electrénicas
i en 1a mayoria de 10S estados de mi pafs. Hemos tenido
muy buena experiencia y ha dado al pueblo mucha conflanza
gmen 1os comicios y resultados que reflejan la decisién del pue-
‘-‘-lblo. Nosotros en Estados Unidos hemos tenido buena expe-
B ;encia en los estados donde se han utilizado”, reiter6 el diplo-

- mifico. acreditado en nuestro pafs.

Misién de IFES ’
Pablo Galarza, jefe de lamisiéndela Fundaci6n Internacional
Sistemas Electoraies (IFES, por sus siglas en inglés), s&
equ_cvisté con el titular del TSIE. El organismo no gubermna-
mental realizard una pequefia misién de observacién electoral
en nuestro pafs, ¢l proximo 27 de abril L
o . ~iNos especializamos en elecciones pero no tenemos toda-
via un criterio sobre el proceso del pais. Serd la primera veZ
' que realizamos una observacién con voto electrénico de pot
& medio, pero hemos trabajado en el tema, ¥ lo conocemos. Va-
. mosa ‘conversar con los partidos polfticos y los candidatos, ¥
. .23 . ¥ Ademds, observardn las actividades logisticas preparadas
. porel TSIE, las umas electronicas. También viajarén por ¢l
- -palsy conversarin con lagemeparamedirel animo para la
.~ votaci6n, dijo ¢l jefe de 1a pre-mision electoral de IFES.



dB:“’" ESPECIAL
Miércoles 23 de abril de 2003

~*¥UEl ex presidente de Costa Rica Mi-
-~ guel‘Angel Rodriguez encabeza la mi-

sién de trece observadores internaciona-

les que llegan esta mafiana para las elec-
_ciones generales del domingo. A las
7 19:00 " ofrecerin una conferencia de
.prensa en un hotel céntrico de Asuncién.
-*La_mmisién pertenece a la Fundacién In-
+ ternacignal para Sistemas Electorales (I-
~ FES), segiin informé ayer el embajador
. de EE.UU., John F, Keane. -

S por: Richard.. W. Soudriette,
explicars hoy el objetivo de la vi-
pafs y las audiencias que manten-
ydrdn con-10s ‘principales candidatos de
7168 nueve partidos o movimientos politi-
coSenpugna.’ o T
S lan isi6n estard encabezada por Ro-
* driguéz ¢ integran también la delegaci6n

Zaida Arguedas (directora ejecutiva ad-

f} Eoiy .d'i.
3 Quiel
2 Si

Thrgaiat

misién de observadores estd pfe-_

EdetE- de costa Rica eS Ob'sen’ador.-

junta de 1a Liga de Mujeres Votantes de-

"EE.UU.), Mercedes de Freitas (coordi-

nadora general de Mirador Democritico
de Venezucla), Patricio F. Gajarde (di-
rector para América Latina y el Caribe
de IFES), Pablo Galarce (coordinador
de 1a misién electoral de IFES en el Pa-
raguay), James Hayes (ex presidente de
la Cimara Junior de EE.UU.), William
J. Hybl (presidente del directorio de
IFES), Dora Niifiez Ddvila (congresista
de Peni), Theodore Piccone (asesor
principal en el Instituto Sociedad Abier- .
ta de EE.UU.), Felipe Salaberry (dipu-
tado del Congreso de Chile), Soudriette
(presidente de IFES), Jorge ‘Tirado
" (consultor internacional de Puerto Rico)
‘y Fernando Zertuche (secretario ejecu-
tivo del Instituto Federal Electoral de
México). ’
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PARALAS ELECCIONES DEL DOMINGO . -

Fundacioén internacionaj
presenté a observadores

La Fundacién Internacional para Siste.-
mas Electorales (IFES) realiz6 anoche la
presentacién de Jos observadores inter-
nacionales de esta organizacién que con-
trolardn el proceso cormicial del préxi-
mo domingo.,

El presidente de “IFES, Richard
Soudriette, calificé el proceso de organi-
Zacién como extraordinario, porlos esfuer-
20s realizados para la implementacién del
sistema electrénico de votacién,

* Patricio Fajardo, director parala Amé-
rica del organismo internacional, comen-
t6 que este es el momento propicio en
Paraguay para que los candidatos ofrez-

can alternativas para el pais y menos
promesas, especialmente por el momen-
to politico y econémico que vive la re-
publica.

Las elecciones nacionales estdn pre-
vistas para el préximo domingo 27 de
abril y se estima que las mismas sern
transparentes, -

. No obstante, los observadores de Ia
IFES estén preparados Para afrontar cual-
quier expectativa o riesgo en el proceso
electivo, io que también es posible, tenien-
do en cuenta los altos intereses en juegoy
los antecedentes que en este sentido se han

registrado en anteriores elecciones.

b — e . T e ——— . — e e e e e ————
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POLITICA

SE UTILIZARAN ADECUADAMENTE LAS URNAS ELECTRONICAS, DICEN

Observadores confian en
transparencia electoral

Si bien los observadores del Sistema Internacional para
Sistemas Electorales (IFES) reconocen que nuestro pais serd
un campo experimental para la utilizacién de las urnas

. electronicas, expresaron su confianza en la transparencia
electoral. Resaltaron el trabajo desemperiado por el Tribunal
Superior de Justicia Electoral (TSJE).

3

Yoo

Durante una conferencia
de prensa que convocaron
anoche en el Hotel Excél-
sior, los miembros de IFES
anunciaron que recorrerin
el domingo los locales de
votacién para observar cé-
mo “los paraguayos utili-
zan y adaptan las urnas
electrénicas”,

i El presidente del orga-
nismo Richard W. Sou-
driette reconocié que nues-
tro pafs serd una especie de

- campo experimental en la

" utilizacién  del sistema

Algunos de los cbservadores de |

Hote! Excé!slor.

electr6nico y manifesté
que se tuvo mucho éxitos
en un pafs vecino y con
mayor cantidad de electo-
rado como Brasil,

Requerido por qué pre-
cisarnente Paraguay es el
pafs elegido para la prueba,
sostuvo que se debe en
gran medida al buen tra-
bajo realizado por el TSJE,
“una institucidn que se ha
ganado la credibilidad de
la ciudadanfa paraguaya”,
indicé.

Mencion6 luego que va-

FES que participaron anoche de la conferencla de prensaene]

rios funcionarios técnicos

de IFES estuvieron asis-
tiendo al proceso de adap-
tacién y de capacitacién de
los funcionarios de la Jus-
ticia Electoral, por lo que
expresé su plena confianza
en que el sisterna tendrd
éxitos.

Dijo ademés que el sis-
tema es muy bien visto en.
otras naciones y de a poco’
se ird implementando gra-
dualmente,

Soudriette record6 que
IFES se fundé en 1989 y

desde entonces est4n traba-

jando en nuestro pafs. Dijo . -
también que en 12 afios or- 1.
‘ganizé més de 30 misiones T
de observacién en América .

Latina y el Caribe.
Informé ademés que el
ex presidente de Costa Ri-

ca, Miguel Angel. Rodrf- . '

guez, jefe de la misién que”

préximo domingo;'esté lle-

gando a nuestrdy pafs: el 5’

VIEInes. !

RN Il

|

observar4 las elecciones el

e
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-sentd a los personas que €n
“Servardn los comicios del do-
a8l prehanden renovar el com-

| promiso de 13 mshtuctﬁn con la
eonsolldaclﬁn demou‘éhca

IFES también

hara monitoreo
La Fundatifn Internacional para

Sistemas Hectorales (IFES) pre-

nombre de su organizacitn ob-

mingo. E) presidente de IFES, Ri-
chard Soudriette, destacd que

Ui}

Rechazan el
centralismo

Los nueve céndldah)s a fa Pre-
snden ds Ia Repiiblica pre-
sgmarb $ii; postura sobre 13
desuenﬁ*ahzamén en una emi-
snﬁn te!e\nsnra realizada con los
aUspicios. de. la Federacién de
7 de. Gobiemos
Subnau as' que retne a re-
presentantes “de las gobema-

!?onas ¥ munmpaﬁdades. :

‘—-——-—r----‘...

Lista 50 mostro
a candldatos

B candidato a Ia Presidencia de
la Repiblica por el movimiento
Fuerza Democrética Indepencr en-
ta, Guillermo Hellmers, presentﬁa
los cand|datus que pu;axén por
os dlsuntus urgus e d sputa
bajo la f Jista; 50 Destacaron fa
|done:dad da Posmlantet

RN Y
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OR LOS COMICIOS GENERALES DEL DOMINGO

sreceinteresde T

INUNERG E GESERVADORES 2.3

P

)bservadores y

jrensa internaciqna

introduccién del sistema informitico en
- presentes elecciones generales concita
iyor interés en los organismos electorales
otros paises, organizaciones de apoyo a
demncracia y prensa interacional,

I:n cada proceso electoral general crece
2xpectativa de la comunidad internacional.

En un 12.5 por ciento auments la pre-
icia de observadores intemacionales, res-
210 de los que acudieron en las pasadas
‘ceiones generales de 1998, Y en un 15
r ciento respecto de los comicios para Ia
epresidencia del aiio 2000,

Para ¢l presente aiio se prevé la presen-

dle unos 50 observadores interaciona-
- provenientes de la Organizacién de Es-
os Americanos (OEA}, Fundacién Inter-
sional para Sistemas Electorales (IFES),
ntro~de"Asesoria’y Promocién Electoral
wpel), a més de presidentes y técnicos de
0s organismos electorales homélogos del
itinente.

sl

En las elecciones presidenciales dc 1998
(ganadores Ratil Cubas Grau- Luis Marfa
Argaiia) el pais acogi6 a 39 observadores
electorales, en representacién de de OEA y
Capcl, IFIZS mantenia entonces una oficing
cn el pais.

Para el ajio 2000, cuando se eligié vice-

presidente de la Repdblica a, Julio César -

_Franco, vinieron al pais 30_observadores
internacionales, de la OEA y Capel, fue el
dltimo afio que IFES mantuvo oficina na-
cional en Paraguay. .

La prensa internacional asimismo man-

A - CAPEL

. 20.9.0 (',_)“ e
2003

s CAPEL
OEA - CAPEL - IFES

T ety L
‘man'te_]:lla An

Suecia
BBC China
E b
CREVERS Mk |
. PRENSALATNA  Alomania |
.r-Argentina_ | .Br:;sé! "

tiene una amplia expectativa por el desarro-

Ilo.de los.comicios paraguayos, y por-los re-

sultados por primera vez del sistema de voto
electrénico en un pafs de habla hispana.
Hasta el momento se han acreditado

periodistas provenientes de medios de co-

Ty L —

Argentina,
Brasil, Alemania; China'y ‘Suecia, . =

Asimismo, delegados intemnacionales de-
las agencias informativas mitndiales, BBC,
de Londres, CNN,:EFE; Reuters,,Prénsa

municacién de México, Cuba,

Latina, y Xinhoa." s r ot Foiin
. it -"i,,.‘;[,f;ﬁg,_{'&
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Carios\lela T
Marqulilo, John:
F. Keane, Dr.
aantiago Murmy.
Dr. Rafae! Dendia-
¥ Juan Ignaclo-
Gargia.

Bonlfaclo Rios Avalos, Féllx Cérdoba Moyano y Fenando Guardlia.

“Roberto Cuéllar, Rocio Hermosa Rlchard w. Soudrlette, Wayne R Nllsestuan yel Dr, Alberto
‘ Ramlrez Zambonln] S . .

Carlos Odando, Carlos Urruty ¥ Luls Alberto Mauro.
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ybservadores sondearon clims
electoral en un intenso periplo

Los observadores in-
‘ternacionales de la
--OEA, IFES y IIDH,
&, " “ron para participar de
g nes de mafiana, to-

-« dia de ayer para rea-"

1 visitas a los candidatos y

:seitoridades nacionales.
iéa estadia en el Pala-:

pez, los observado-
manifestaron la trascen-
estas elecciones, 'y el
Ecé Ie tocz desempefiar
mis a Paraguay en
erig ‘electoral, en esta oca-

a2 ggn Ia utilizacién de las
B‘E:nﬂmms enun46 por
1 electorado.

jonzAlez Macchi agradeci6'.
cfihcia de los observado- |

0 que se siente muy
ido por la presencia de
nsmos  para garanLIzar la
' ia de los comicios.

l esidénte del Tribunal
nor de Jusucxa  Electoral,

olamente a algu-

La mision de observadores mtemacwnales realizé ayer un per:plo para conocer la posrcton ¢
los actores politicos ante las elecciones presidenciales de mafiana. El itiner ario se inicid con ur,

 visita al presidente de la Repiiblica y alos dos candidatos opositores, Pedro Fadul y Yoyito Frai

co. Los observadores se mostraron complacidos por la implemeitacion de las urnas electrén
cas. Esta manana se retinen con Nicanor Duarte F. rutos. -

Los vlsitantes estuvieron esta maﬁana con e presl-

dente Luis Gonzélez Macchi

nos se les pa pagalos gastos pao
la mayoria viene por cuenta de

sus respectivas organizaciones. . .

Confirmé, ademis, que arri-

baron unos 80 observadores in- .

temacionales en todo el pais, y
que los diplomiticos acredita-
dos ante el gobierno nacional

-también actuardn como obser-

vadores, por lo que la cifra Ile-
gardacien. - - :

Roberto Cuéllar, dm:ctordel
Instituto Internacional de Dere-

 chos Humangs (TIDH), destacs

la importancia de incluir 1a tec- -
nologia al sistema de eleccisn *

de autoridades, y dijo queen’
. la mayorfa de los £as0s s¢ tu- .
- . vieron muy buenas experien-

- cias comoen el casodel Brasil, .

¥ que solamente eri Ia Flotida

'setuvomacxpmmanomuy

buena, pero que fue solamente
- por un error humano. :

- Finalizada la entrevista en
Palacio, se trasladaron a Fer-
nando de la Mora, donde pun-
tualmente a las 10, se reunieron
‘con Julio César Franco, candi-
dato del PLRA. Agqui la reunién
tuvo otra ténica ante !a andaria-
da de denuncias presentadas
. por el radicalismo auténtico.
_(Ver pégina siguiente.)

.. Enhoras de 1a tarde se ren-
nieron con Pedro Fadul, del
Movimiento Patria Quenda. en
el PC ubicado en Santa Teresa

En horas de la tarde, Ios observadores dlalogaron
con Pedro Fadul.

casi Aviadores del Chaco, don- - I

de hablaron del proceso electo— )

m] €0.nuestro pafs, .

" Hoy, a las.7, se relinen"

con el colorado N:canor
Duane Frutos ’

El periplo tamblén Incluyé una entrevlsta con el can
cliler José Antonlo Moreno Rufﬂnelll o
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IFES ®0bservadores de EEUU, conformes con TSIE

A Dany fleitas | Asuncifn

Los otho observadores de [a
Fundacifn Internacional para
Sistemas Electorales (IFES) que
actuardn de fiscalizadores con-
fian en [a transparentia de los
comicios presidenclales de ma-
fiana.

Richard Soudriette, uno de
los ocho observadores de
IFES de EEUU, dijo que lo
més imporante y llamativo
es la decdisién del pueblo pa-
raguayo de utilizar el moder-
no método de las umnas elec-
urénicas para elegir a sus au-
toridades. “Es importante es-

Los cbservadores est4n suma-
mente interesados en ver cmo
reacciona el pueblo ante el use de
las urnas electrénicas brasilefias
“gn otro tipo de escena”.

Asi dijo Patricio Gajardo, uno
de los 44 observadores inter-
nadionales que tendrd a su car-
go la fiscalizacién de las elec-
dones- presidendales de este
domingo. “Uno de los intere-
ses primordiales de los orga-

- nismos de la regi6n es el nue-
. \ vo /s:stema que implementa la

tudiar y mirar este proceso. El
Tribunal Electoral ha hecho
un proceso muy transparente
que consolidaré la demoda-
cia. Confio en lo que estdn
hadiendo, y lo més importan-
te es el uso de las umas elec-
trénicas. Es histérico porque
es uno de Jos pocos pafses
que estd tratando de usar esta
tecnologfa”, dijo. )

Soudriette estuvo ayer en la
audienda protocolar con el

"presidente de la Repuiblica en

Palacio de Lépez, del que to-
maron parte otros 36 obser-
vadores de la OEAy del [IDH,

Justidia Electoral. Me refiere a
las umas elecudnicas, que ya
se ha dado en Brasil, aunque
se los quiere ver en otra esce-
na”, recalc6 el fundonario co-
misiado por IFES. Sin embar-
go, Gajardo adlaré que su opi-
nién no debe ser interpretada
como que Paraguay vendria a
ser en este caso una especia de
“conejillo de Indias” de Lati-

noamérica. “El TSJE ya habfa ’

dispuesto la utilizacién de esta
tecnologfa en un 1,5% en las
elecciones municipales, asf

‘Sera una eleccion transparente

que tendrén a su cargo la fis-
calizacién de esle proceso
electoral que derra su telén
mafiana..Jd

Urnas electronicas, nuevo desaflo

" A D.F| Asuncibn -

B Patricio Gajardo
que ya tiene experienda y ya
hay antecedentes”, acotd. J
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BAJO LUPA@Las On

Habra controi

A Victor Dentella| Asuncién

" Ademdés de los observadores

Internacionales, varias orga-
nizaciones no gubernamenta-
les harén una tarea de con-
trol y vigiancla para [a fim-
pleza de los comicios de

". mafiana,

Decidamos, IDEA, IFES,
Sumando, . Contralorfas
Ciudadanas y otras organi-
zaciones no gubernamen-

tales anunciaron que mar-
cardn presencia activa en
las elecciones a través de

un trabajo de observacién. -
. Se estima que mis de mil

persconas trabajardn direc-
tamente en este sentido.

Decidamos reportard, a
partir de las 11 de la maria-
na del domingo, el resulta-
do de la observacién. Para
ello convocara a una rueda’

_de prensa en su local.
La Red de Contralorfas.

Ciudadanas tiene pensado
cubrir todo el pafs con sus
23 organizaciones. La in-
tendén es detectar la utili-
zadi6n o no de vehfculos y
otros bienes del Estado en
favor de organizaciones
politicas y denundar estos
hechos.

Por otra parte, 39 magistra-

5

g haran estricta vigilancia del desarro”o de comicios

interno y externo

dos electorales de quince
pafses del continente ame--
ricano observardn los co-

micios. Los visitantes per-

tenecen al Centro Intera-

mericano de Asesorfa y

Promocién Electoral. Ayer

estos observadores extran- !
jeros dla]ogaron con el
presidente de la Repuiblica,
el candiller y candidatos en

pugna.d
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‘ A diferencia de su
_ D adversario, Julio
.~ César “Yoyito”
‘'Franco, Nicanor Duarte
_ Frutos no manifest6 ayer
‘ninguna.preocupacién
‘puntual a la misién de los
observadores electorales
de 1a OEA, y por el contra-
rio se mostré muy confor-
"me con el desarrollo de to-
do el proceso electoral que
- culmina hoy.”
" Lareunién con los ob-
servadores, que se verificé
temprano en el domicilio
del presidenciable de la
. Lista I; se extendi6 por
" mds de una hora y fue ce-
s rrada para la prensa; sir-
~ vié, segiin la versi6n de
¢ log 'observadores, para que
-, Duarte Frutos expresara
& sig’expectativas sobre los

s g =
3 o

comicios ¥ para que de pa-

o2,

AS0'explicira la polémica

0y

{:posicion que adopt6 el

& Partido Colorado sobre las
sttt 2

En ia resldencla de Nicanor Duarte Frutos se desarrollé el encuentro con
los observadores internacionales.

Nicanor explico a observadores
polemica sobre voto electrénico

urnas electrnicas.

“Vemos todo con mucha
normalidad, no hemos obser-
vado nada, yo creo que va-

mos a ser parte de una gran -

fiesta civica. El (Duarte
Frutos) no ha'expresado nin-
guna inquietud, al contrario
estd muy contento y agrade-
cido por la presencia y el nii-
mero de pafses representados
en 1a misién”, dijo Santiago
Murray, asesor especial de la
OEA, al relatar pormenores
del encuentro.
El dnico tema un poco
polémico que se abordé con
‘el candidato de 1a ANR fue
1a denuncia que a los obser-
vadores formul6 “Yoyito”
Franco ¢n torno a la presign

que estarfan teniendo 10& curran en esta falta. De lo

miembros de las Fuerzas
Armadas para votar por la
Lista 1. Sin embargo, la
explicacién que les dio
Duarte Frutos parecié con-
vencer a los observadores.

- Antes, dijo, todo el mundo

“El respondi6 que las
FF AA son sin duda una
entidad mucho m4s institu-
cional desde hace 8 afios.

se enteraba quiénes eran
los comandantes y que hoy
las FF AA no pasan desa-
percibidas, pero ya no hay
un liderazgo caudillista”,,
afirmé6 Roberto Cuéllar, je-
fe de la misi6n electoral.
Por otra parte, pregun-
tado por los rumores de
que algunos medios difun-
dirdn resultados de boca de
umna antes.de que finalicen
-los comicios, Santiago
Murray hizo un pedido es-
pecial a las empresas pe-
riodfsticas para que no in-

contrario, seiald, esto sers
perjudicial para el desarro-
llo de las elecciones. De
paso, asegur6 que seri
muy dificil que hoy se pro- -
duzca fraude electoral. - -

¢ —
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6 l‘abc

El segundo de
|a OEA esta
de vigilante

El secretario general ad-
junto de la Organizacién de
Estados Americanos (OE-
A), Luigi Epaudi, partici-
pari como calificado obser-
vador internacional de las
elecciones generales en Pa-
raguay. Enaudi, el segundo
del secretario general César
Gaviria Trujillo, Uegé ayer
sdbado a Asuncién y se
acoplar4 hoy a los trabajos
de los més de 100 observa-
dores internacionales que
se encuentran en el pafs.

Enaudi, de naciconalidad

. estadounidense, es un reco-

necido internacionalista y
es nicto del ex presidente
italiano Luigi Enaudi, reve-
laron fuentes diplomaéticas.
Fue recibido en el aero-
puerto intemacional por el
embajador paraguayo ante
lIa OEA, Luis Enrique Cha-
se Plate.

El secretario general ad-
junto de la OEA participé
activamente en Washing-
ton, D.C. para la firma de
ui acuerdo con el Gobierno
paraguayo sobre la imple-
mentacién de las urnas
electrénicas en forma masi-
va, Hoy ¢1'46% de los para-
guayos habilitados podrin

" votar por primera vez en la

historia del pafs con las ur-

pas electrénicas, aparatos

&ue fueron cedidos por el
obiemno del Brasil,

MAS DE 100
OBSERVADORES

El presidente del Tribunal
Superior de Justicia Electo-
ral (TSJE), Alberto Ramf-

.. rez_ Zambonini, declaré a
los periodistas que m4s de

-100 observadores interna-
‘cionales se encuentran en el

pafs

RS- STTRPR "

MILITARES YANO TIENEN LIDERAZGO DE ANTES, SEGUN CANDIDATO

FF.AA, estan institucionalizadas,
dijo Nicanor a observadores

Nicaner Duarte Frutos, ala
de la OEA.

Las Fuerzas Armadas
paraguayas se han institu-
cionalizado y en la actuali-
dad si bien no pasan desa-
percibidas ya no tienen el
liderazgo de antes, dijo
ayer el presidenciable co-
lorado Nicanor Duarte
Frutos a la delegacién de
observadores que le visité
en su casa particular. La
informacién fue dada a Ia
prensa por Roberto Cué-
lar, jefe de la misién de
observadores de 1a OEA, al
término de la reunién con
el postulante presidencial
oficialista.

" Cuéllar, consultado so-

"bre qué hablaron con

Duarte Frutos, respondié
que de las FF.AA. “El Dr.
Nicanor Duarte nos dij

que hoy las FF.AA. estin

lzqulerda sentado, durante la reunldn ayer en su casa con los observadores

mé4s  institucionalizadas
que anteriormente. Tex-
tualmente €l nos dijo que
antes, la ciudadan{a entera,
todo el mundo sabia quién
era el comandante general,
el comandante de unidad,
¢l comandante de regi-
miento; hoy, las FF.AA.,
no es que pasan desaperci-
bidas, pero ya no tienen el
liderazgo de antes”, revel6.

También destacé que
conversaron sobre el voto
electrénico, del control de
mesas, de la crisis que tuvo
el Partido Colorado con el
porcentaje de las urnas
electrénicas y de la educa-

“cién. A criterio del jefe de
" observadores de la OEA, el

voto electrénico “es un te-

=3

ma superado”. “El Partido :
Colorado defendid el sis- °

tema de voto tradicional,
pero terminé aceptando el
avance de la tecnologia en
materia electoral. El' sis-
tema de voto- electrénico

‘ tiene todas las medidas pa-

ra evitar fraude”, aseguréd
Cuéllar.

Finalmente, dijo que en
cuanto al tema de los dere-
chos humanos, *uno tiene

que predicar DD.HH. ah{

donde hace falta convenci-

miento. Le puedo comen-
tar que hace un afio estuvi-
mos cuatro meses con las
FF.AA., del Paraguay y se
ha percibido un cambio, no

digo que sean las FF.AA.

del Vaticano, pero sf hay
cambios”, agregé.
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ﬁlbservadores felicitaron

o | Asuncitn
) discrepancias, Todos
; observadores internaclona-
; uyeron en que hubo
exitesas, transpa-
tes y sin restricciones,

izadén de Estados
1FI: (OEA), 1a Fun-
i%% Intermacional para -

iemas Electorales (IFES),
Ti ‘Electoral del Bra-

tituto Nacional De-
adtico (NDI) y el Institu-

'l'zmeﬁcano de Dere-

E
|
L
I
i

ORI e —

Protagonista

La cifra

Patricio Gajardo

Uno de los observadores intemacionales comi-
sionados que tuvieron a sy cargo la fiscaliza-
¢ibn de las elecciones, y cuyo interés particular
se centrd en el uso de umas electrénicas, J

chos Humanos coincidieron

en que hubo elecciones exi-,

10sas y fue una ocasién mi4s
de reafirmacién de i3 demo.-
rada paraguaya. '

Todos ellos dieron su eva-
luacién en el Salén Audijto-
rio del Tribunal Superior
de Justicia Electoral (TSIE)
minutos antes de conocer-

se los resultados finales del

conteo ripido y felicitaron
al pueblo Paraguayo por el
ejemplar comportamiento

' &xitoso proceso electoral, por |

32.500.000.000

de guaranies fue el costo operativo de fas glecciones
nacionales, incluyendo la movilizacién de tas fuerzas de
seguridad.d

clvico demostrado, | g
También todos felicitaron a . §
la Justida Electoral por el
profesionalismo demostrado .
en la organizacién de los co-
midos y por la excelente
prueba que dio el 46% de|
- electorado que vot6 en umas |
electrénicas. Para la OFA, e]

la via del voto electrénico, - |
abre la posibilidad para que,; §

otros paises puedan Tepetirla
experienda. J - i S
ELEGIMOS (i)
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. Los observadores internacionales
felicitaron anoche la madurez civica
que demostraron los paraguayos en las
elecciones generales realizadas ayer
en todo el pais. El secretario general
adjunto de la Organizacién de los Es-
tados Americanos (OEA), Luigi Enau-
di, dijo que los comicios se realizaron
en forma libre y sin restricciones, en

i tanto que la méxima autoridad electo-

'] brasileia, José Pablo Septilveda di-
'gue para su pafs fite un orgullo coo-

i perar con las urnas electrénicas.

. “La misi6n (de la OEA) constaté

urante el dfa de la eleccién que los

[ .. sesi6én del organismo internacional

; sultados de las elecciones
 ** Ja cultura politica del Paragu
i~ .. El alto funcionario de Ja

% cho por el. desarrollo de Jas

i

elecciones,

nuestro pafs para emitir una opinién.
7% Enaudi,’ de :_lacionalidadp

. mayorfa de los
Gidores de Ta OBa g
yadores de Ia OEA en | araguay, Santia
2 nistros'del Tribunal Superior de Justicia
R %n;_baj,;@ of parag

.- El secretario general adjunto de la Organizaci6n de los - ..~
Estados Americanos (OEA), Luigi Enaudi, informar4 en la

¢l desarrollo y los re- "
paraguayas. Enaudi declaré que - .

ay. -
gEA, quien se mostré satisfe- -
2] desarrolle dijo que no com-"- . .
1 i parte la visi6n negativa que desde el exterior se lo da al Pa- =~

' f;ﬁfg;;gqay y-seilalé que se debe conocer la

nortcamcricana.;' rccom6 la
130 locales de votacién habilitados en
aflado del jefe de la misién de los obser-

guayo ante 1a OEA, Luis Enrique Chase -

o

civdadanos acudieron a las umas a
ejercer su derecho al sufragio de ma-
nera libre y sin restricciones y, particu-
larmente, observé el efectivo uso de
las urnas electrénicas en los distintos
sectores seleccionados”, afiadis.

Enaudi, de nacionalidad estadouni-
dense, congratulé también al pueblo
paraguayo por su alto espiritu civico,
asf como por su ordenada, entusiasta y
pacifica participacién. Igualmente, fe-
licité a los candidatos presidenciales
que reconocieron y apoyaron el es-
fuerzo de incorporar nuevas tecnolo-
gias en la contienda electoral y reco-

" - La democracia

orseledaa . " 1a madurez ¢
idiosincrasia de

; la

yos por su rdpida adaptacién al uso de ias urnas &
cas. . T e o .

! Observadores felicitan madurez
civica de los paraguayos

nocen €l compromiso demostrado pbr
el Tribunal Superior de Justicia Elec-
toral (TSJE) de llevar a cabo este pro-
ceso con Ja firma conviccién de abo-
nar la transparencia y la legitimidad al
soberano ejercicio del sufragio.

EMBAJADOR DE EE.UU. DESTACA
CIVISMO

El embajador de EE.UU., John F.
Keane, manifesté también anoche su
satisfaccién por el alto grado de civis-
mo del pueblo paraguayo y coment6 a
nuestro diario que tuvo la oportunidad
de visitar varios locales de votacién y
le sorprendi6 la rdpida adaptacién de
los electores a Ias umnas electrénicas. '

no se debe agotar en las elecciones y se
"debe extender también al mejoramiento de los niveles de
vida' econémico y social, declaré anoche en la Justicia
s d . 1 Electoral el jefe de uno dé los tres grupos de observadores
+ los comicios realizados ayer representan una'evoluciénen . . internacionales, Roberto Cuéllar, Sugiri6 que e] candidato

: - . ganador traduzca su victoria en el mayor sustento de la vi-

- da'y en los derechos humanos.

"Al igual que sus colegas observadores, Cuéllar destacé
vica de los
comportamiento ejemplar
.. -- Yispera, Insisti6 en Ia necesidad de instalar definitivamente
‘ nocracia, que comienza con las elecciones libres, pe-
' 10 continlia con ¢l mejoramiento de los aspectos econd-

paraguayos que mantuvieron un .
durante la jornada comicial de Ia

- rnicgiy social.
0 Murray; de mi- . coordinador del Centro Interamericano de Defenso--
lectoral (TSJE)y - 'Ha y Promocién Electora] (CAPEL) felicits a los arau%uq-'
ectréni-
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livel civico y transparencia

5 marcd también su presencla en capital e interior del
csenfante de fa organizacién para América Latina,

T ranunren eon micmhros ds mecn

pals. Enla grar ica, Palric:o Gajardo,
acompafiado de William Hybl, también de




Phscrvadoires destacaronmn
12 normalidad de las elecciones

Los observadores internacionales, que siguie-
ron las elecciones de ayer, sefialaron la regula-
ridad con que transcurrié la jornada, a la vez
de destacar la positiva utilizacién de las urnas
Los integrantes del  olocrrgnicas. Coincidieron en que ademds de un

cuerpo de observado-

res internacionales,

ue presenciaron las elec-
'iones generales de la vispe-
ra, coincidieron en sefialar la

. normalidad con que se desa-
ollaron las mismas, desta-

avance tecnoldgico, el sistema implementado
dio seguridad a los comicios. Hay cosas que
mejorar y se espera que los politicos ayuden en
ello, acotaron como recomendacion.

ando las ventajas que olor- . w5
garon la implementacién de  ser una obra de cooperacién el proceso electrénico. Espere- 2 a
'~g urnas electrénicas enel permanente de todos los mos que los dirigentes politi- 2 5
atido de constituirun avan- pueblos comprometidos con  cos puedan ayudar a mejorar”, B §
e tecrolégico favorable pa- el suefio democrético”. y que la IFES “se solidariza 8 &
» democracia. _ “Laculturademocriticade con la democraciaylalucha & 3
Zn este sentido, €l jefe de parte de los partidos politicos, para sacar adelante aeste pafs. & §
' misién de la OEA (Orga- funcionarios, la prensa y el ’ e
aci6n de Estados America-  pueblo paraguayo™ fueron re- - Lt
. nos) y secretario general dela  saltados a su vez por Richard n.i E:’g__-
isma institucién, Luigi Soudriette, representante de s ﬁi_
inaud.i, describi6 el “ambien- IFES (Fundacién Internacio- :,-3 SAoarit:
de las elecciones” como  nal para Sistemas Electorales), ) LS
. “4gil, modemno y de tranquili- quien ratific6 que fueron “unas m
d”. Remarc6 que la misién  elecciones de las que puede es- §
valud positivamente laim- tar muy orgulloso en cualquier c
.Ecmcntacién de las urnas pafs del mundo, porque culmi- 8
-electrénicas, cuyo uso signi- né de una forma tranquila y or-
denada y para IFES el ganador
en realidad fue la democracia”.

cG un valor agregado”.
_Enaudi afirm$ que 1a dele-
i6n “constatd que los ciu-_
dadanos acudieron a las unas
‘anera libre y sin presio-

)

,.a hacer uso de las urnas
Zlectrénicas que respondieron
. dentro de los mérgenes pn:vis-

por la autoridad electo:
- José Paulp Sepiilveda, pre—
dentc del Tribunal Elettoral
Bras:leﬁo ‘institucién.que
vey6 los dlsposmvos para
“voto electrénico”, subra-
.Lquc tal asmtenc:a se dio
oonrla conviccién de que en
*rica Latina la construc-
de !a democracia debe

Y
'.a..:rl

Los observadores Roberto

Cuéllar, del Centro Interame-

nicano de Defensorfa y Promo-
cién Electoral, y Gerardo Le-
chevalier, del IFES, se suma-
ron a las positivas considera-
ciones respecto.a las eleccio-
nes. “Estos comicios han re-
presentado una ocasién inica
para el pucblo. Paraguay nece-
sita-expandir, las posibilida-
des de alcanizar un mejor nivel
‘de vida”, manifest6 Cuéllar,
mientras que Lechevalier re-
conocid que “hay cosas que se
pueden y deben mejorar, como

-993U RINJONIISIBLU| B] QJUOI BS BPUOP *
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i
JPEA DESTACA AMBIENTE AGIL, MODERNO Y TRANQUILO

i?)bs«-':rvadores resaltar

as elecciones de ayer se desarrollaron dentro de un ambiente &gil, tranquilo pero, sobre todo, modemo,
sostuvo Luigi Einaudi, secretario general de la Organizacién de Estados Americanos (OEA). Este destacé
-fiJ el 6ptimo nivel civico de la poblacién, remarcé la transparencia y el respeto de la voluntad popular. El jefe
- de misi6n, Santiago Murray, reconoci6 la capacidad del Tribunal Electoral al aplicar con éxito el uso de
afiklectrénicas. Miguel Angel Rodriguez, jefe de misién de IFES, también felicité al pueblo paraguayo por su
18z, Destac6 que la jornada fue ordenada y coincidié en la transparencia. Los demds técnicos electorales
‘anjéros coincidieron en dar su aprobacién a las urnas electrénicas.
La Organizacién de Estados Americanos
(OEA) felicité al pueblo paraguayo por ha- d
ber participado libremente y sin ninguna res- )
triccién de los comicios de ayer; a los can-
didatos por reconocer los resultados y al
Tribunal Superior de Justicia Electoral
(TSJE) por haber potenciado su capacidad
con el uso de las urnas electrénicas. Asf lo
- sefial6 Luigi Einaudi, secretario general de
: 1a OEA, quien destacé que nuestro pais asu-

mi6 con éxito el desafio de avanzar por el
- camino de ]a modernidad.

Entre tanto, Miguel Angel Rodriguez,
jefe de misi6n de la Fundacién Internacio-
nal para Sistemas Electorales (IFES) y ex
presidente de Costa Rica, remarcé que los
comicios de ayer se desarrollaron dentrode
un ambiente ordenado y transparente. Afia-
di6 que satisfizo enormemente el sistema

Evalub como positivo el resultado. del digital de voFacién e indudab}cmente los
voto, digital asf como el proceso de interac- técnicos extranjeros podrén

: ci6n registrado entre las autoridades electo- llevar una buena experien-
; rales'y la poblacién. T cia aplicable a otros Pa.fses.
;. Porsuparte, Santiago Murray, jefe de la Por su parte, Patricio Ga_-
misién de OEA, sostuvo que al margen de jardo, director para Améri-
los resultados la jornada comicial de ayer ca Latina y el Caribe, eva-

" -fue calificada como una gran fiesta cfvica Iué positivamente el proce-
-.en-la.que triunf6 la-decisién soberana. La so pero evidentemente ha-
. Inisién no identificé ni comprobé maniobra rén sugerencias para mejo-

rar el aspecto logfstico. En

- al .
, dolosa alguna tanto, Jorge Tirado, tam-

" " Segin dijo, los testigos extranjeros que

vinieron a observar el desarrollo de este pro- - bién de IFES, sefial6 queen
""ceso podrén llevarse una buena experiencia algunos puntos los miem-
"'y sobre todo, recomendar el uso del voto bros de mesas demostraron
. digital a sus respectivos pafses, Considera cierto déficit en la capaci-
que el éxito no sélo es del TSJE sino tam- tacién pero todas fueron
bién de la OEA, que ha venido apoyando subsanadas por los efecti-
este novedoso sistema de votacién a través vos del TSJE (soporte téc-
de las urnas electrénicas. nico}.

Sobre los resultados, Murray sostuvo que

- el candidato de la preferencia fue Nicanor
Duarte Frutos y esto debe ser respetado por
-, todos. Sostuvo ademds que en adelante le
-cabe al ganador y a sus colaboradores llevar
"’ a cabo un programa de apunte al desarrollo
. .econémico con equidad y lo més importan-
“te e3 dar respuestas a las inquietudes y de-

" mandas de lasociedad.: . . - .
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Hubo que_las y reclamos durante 1ajornada'de ayer récono”
ci6 Santiago Murray, jefe de misién de la OEA, pero cstos’
no pasaron de ser rumores porque ni las autoridades electo-
rales ni los observadores intemacionales recibieron denun--
cias ni pruebas concretas, [FES tampoco recibié denuncias
graves, En cuanto a las fallas de las ummias electrénicas, es--
tas fueron menores al nivel esperado, c01nc1d|er0n la ma- -
yoria de los veedores intemacionales. . ,
Ayer, durante la visita que hicieron a varios locales pu-
dieron apreciar Ia rapidez del voto. “Fue un espectficulo ver
a la gente usar las urnas electrénicas”, puntualizé Murray.
La OEA por cuarta vez participa activamente de las elec-
ciones en nuestro pafs, aunque csta uluma fue una nu316n
de monitoreo técruco.

EI ]efe de' mislén de’ IFES, "
v : ' _ _ ‘ Mlguel Al Rodrfguez dard hoy
DI M"d ”iﬁ deIFFS_'hﬂl‘én unadecla‘ : i o . i - ' ‘una nidade prensapama-:: -

evaluar los oomldos de ayer.
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o,  LaFundacién Interna-

L/> cional para Sistemas

Electorales {IFES)
zulminé ayer su misién de ob-
servacién en las elecciones.
Zn una conferencia de pren-
1, los observadores destaca-
on ia madurez del pueblo pa-
aguayo al reconocer al nue-
o Presidente de 1a Repiiblica

escasas horas de concluida

1 votacion. Luego dijeron
:ntirse altamente impresio-
ados por la rapidez de la
ansmision de datos.
Por otra parte, felicitaron a
s electores por su partici-
cién en et derecho al su-
1gio, al tiempo que destacd
disminucidn participativa
comparacion a las eleccio-

nes presidenciales de 1993.
Miguel Angel Rodriguez,
ex presidente de Costa Rica,
encabez6 la delegacién que
conté con la presencia de di-
plomiticos y autoridades in-
ternacionales, quienes desta-
caron ¢l trabajo realizado por
autorigades y funcionarios de!
Tribunal Superior.de Justicia
Electoral (TSJE).
Finalmente, los observa-
dores interacionales hicieron
unas recomendaciones seguin
lo observado durante el pro-
ceso electoral. En este punto,
los veedores aconsejaron
transparentar el financiamien-
to de las campaiias y parti-
dos polfticos, generando ma-
yor control sobre e] origen y

Martes 29 de abril del 2003

destino de los fondos uvtiliza-
dos, asf como 1a necesidad de
dar a conocer con mayor an-
ticipacidn los nombres de los
integrantes de las listas de
candidatos. .

Otra de las recomendacio-
nes realizadas tiene que ver

con la propaganda electoral .

en ¢l sentido de insistir en el
complimiento de las normas
legales gue prohiben el prose-

- litismo en las afueras de Jos

Iocales de votacién. En

-cuanto a la logfstica electoral,
aconsejan mayor informacién .

hacia los electores para Ja ubi-
cacién de sus mesas y mejor
accesibilidad a los civdadanos
con discapacidades a los dife-
rentes centros de votacién.

s

es internaclonales

dente de Costa Rlca, Miguel A. Rodriguez, realizaron una evaluaelsn positiva

del proceso electoral.

de IFES, entre qulenes s
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D Luis Gonzdlez Macchi ratificé ayer.

en una conferencia de prensa que su
gobierno ird hasta el 15 de agosto co-
mo lo establece la Constitucién Nacional
en su articulo 229, y que todas Jas responsa-
bilidades que genera el cargo las va a ejercer
hasta la fecha de entrega de mando. El mis-
mo habiz reiterado en varias ocasiones que
podria entregar el mando antes de finalizar
¢! periodo, siempre y cuando existiera un
acuerdo politico.
St hien anuncid la creacién de una comi-
sién de transicion que tendrd a su cargo el
proceso que concluird con la entrega del

poder, Gonzdlez Macchi seiial6 que esta.

comisi6n podrd sugerir algunas cuestiones
administrativas, pero que el Poder Ejecutivo
wctual optard por cjecutar la medida si le
parece conveniente o no hacer, bajo su es-
tricta responsabilidad.

Se le consulté sobre las “barridas” que ha
anunciado Nicanor en algunas instituciones
como Aduanas, IPS y otros, a lo que respon-
di6 que “eso lo hard cuando sea presidente
en gjercicio”, y que ahora las decisiohes es-

Gonzalez Macchi aclard que su
mandato final
Un dia después de la victoria rotunda de Nicanor Duarte
Frutos, el presidente Luis Gonzdlez Macchi se mostré mds

firme y seguro que nunca 'y destacé que su mandato ird
hasta el 15 de agosto, y que todas las decisiones serdn has-

tardn hasta agosto bajo la responsabilidad de
su gobierno.

Gonzslez Macchi dijo ademds que ayer
llamé por teléfono a Duarte Frutos para feli-
citarlo por la victoria obtenida, y qué tienen
previsto reunirse la préxima semana en el Pa-

lacto de Lépez para hablar de los temas que’

hacen al periodo de transicién, pero mientras

'ya se conformaria la misma,

Por otra parte, dijo que estd muy orgu-
lloso del comportamiento cfvico de los para-
guayos. Ante la consulta de cdmo deja el pafs

a su sucesor dijo que polfticamente deja un '

pafs pacificado, tranquilo.
CON OBSERVADORES

Miguel Angel Rodriguez, ex presidente de
Costa Rica, quien integré la misién de obser-

vacién electoral, visité a Gonzilez Macchi. A .

su salida, reiteré que el pafs ha demostrado un
comportamiento cfvico admirable y la efecti-
vidad de las umas electrénicas y que es nece-

sario que Paraguay aproveche este proteso pa-
ra enfrentar los retos en materia econdrmca. ’

iza el 15 de agosto
ta ese momento responsabilidad del Poder Eje_c"utivo actual,
en respuesta a algunas declaraciones del presidente electo.

Anuncid la conformacién de una comision de transicién con
el equipo de Nicanor, a quien felicité via telefonica.ayer.

.Luls Gonzélez Macchl’ reclhl6 -ayer el saludo de Ios observadores’lntemaclona-m
:les, el ex presidente de Costa Rica,’ Miguel Rodriguez, y'de*Liilgt)
' rotarlo genaral adjunto de Ia OEA L
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OBSERVADOR PIDE QUE POLITICOS INFORMEN FINANCIAMIENTO\
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Dinero ilegal apeligra a
la democracia, advierten

El dinero de dudoso origen que se destina a camparias politicas apeligra a la
democracia, advirtié ayer el ex presidente de Costa Rica Miguel Angel Rodriguez,
quien trabajé como jefe de un grupo de observadores internacionales. Sugirié que los

partidos politicos y movimientos

puede generar corrupcion.

Jjustifiquen e informen quiénes les financian, porque

P

“Es muy peligroso que
haya dinero cuyo origen no
se conoce, pero que finan-
cian campafas politicas. Es-
to permite al dinero que no |
tiene un buen origen interfe-
rir en campafias politicas.

. Eso es sumamente peligroso
para la democracia”, ex-
-presé Rodriguez al ofrecer
una conferencia de prensa. s

El ex mandatario insistié 8
también en la necesidad de
que los electores.sepan quié-
nes estdn financiando a los
partidos politicos, porque el
financiamiento se puede
convertir de alguna manera
en favores politicos, y esto
se convierte en corrupcin. ®
Sugiri6 a los partidos politicos publi-
car nombres y montos y el modo de
utilizacién del dinero por la salud, la

. éticay el prestigio de la democracia.
FINANCIAMIENTO PUBLICO
Rodriguez recomendé que el Es-
- tado paraguayo extienda su financia-
miento a partidos y movimientos poli-
; ticos y que no se restrinja solamente a
- 16s partidos polfticos con representa-
N

-1l

Elex
presidernite de
Costa Rlca
Miguel A.
Rodriguez
(der.)
conversa con
el presidente
Luls Gonzélez
Macchl en
Palacio de

i Lépez.

ayuda financiera permitird equidad y
acceso a todos a un minimo de partici-
pacidn en los medios masivos de co-
municaci6n. “De Ja misma manera que
si un medio de comunicacién hace
descuentos a un partido politico y esto
tenga que revelarse (0 anotarse) como
una contribucién politica”, afiadié.
Rodrfguez encabezé la misién de la
Fundaci6n Intemnacional para Sistemas

Electorales (IFES), que trabaj6 en Pa-_
- raguay con 13 observadores,

\cidn. - parlamentaria, Indicé que -la

Dejando ‘entrever su desacuerdo
con el sistemna de integracién de las c4-
maras del Congreso, Rodriguez de-
claré en el Palacio de Lépez que debe
haber mayor discusién, méis debate pi-
blico, para la nominacién de los candi-
datos a senadores y diputados én e] Pa-
raguay.

Destacé el gesto de Julio César
Franco y Pedro Fadul por haber reco-
nocido la victoria del candidato de la

|
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g / SE DEBE TRANSPARENTAR EL ORIGEN DEL DINERO

IFES esta preocupada por
financiamiento de partidos

Varias recomendaciones al proceso elec-
toral paraguayo realiz6 la misién de ob-
servacién internacional de la Fundacién
Internacional para Sistemas electorales
(IFES, por sus siglas en inglés). La prin-
cipal es Ia necesidad de impulsar los con-
troles sobre las fuentes de financiamien-
to de las campaiias electorales.

La misién, que contd con 24 obser-
vadores, evalué a los comicios como
normales, y se mostraron altamente im-
presionados por la transmisién ripida de
los resultados. También por su pronta
difusién piiblica, lo que ayud6 al ambien-
te pacifico después de los comicios, he-
cho que proporciona mayor credibilidad
al proceso electoral.

Asimismo, recomienda un mayor
control y conocimiento del origen y des-
tino de los fondos utilizados en una cam-
pafia politica.

.‘Ar M e
- Los miembros de

7

- mejorar el proceso electoral paraguayo. -,

la misién electoral de IFES dejaron varias recomendaciones al pals, pari

Estoimplica trasparentar las donacio-
nes publicas y privadas, y los fines a los
que se dirigen, buscando la mayor equi-
dad posible. El jefe de ]a misién y ex pre-
sidente de la Repiiblica de Costa Rica,
Miguel Angel Rodriguez, aseguré que la
recomendaci6n no se debe al hecho de
haber detectado algo que no sea piblico
y notorio. :

“No hay un sistema de informacién
sobre cuénto gastan los partidos y quié-
nes contribuyen econémicamente con
ellos. No hay ningtin sistema de infor-
macidn de qué precios cobran los medios
a un partide o a otro. Tampoco hay un
medio de informacién que le permita sa-
ber a los ciudadanos qué fuerzas econ§-
micas del pafs estdn contribuyendo a las
campafias de los distintos candidatos y
en qué volimenes”, dijo el ex mandata-
rio centroamericano.

el
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/Gonzalez Macchi reconoce
que deja un pais mas pobre

3 S5 -‘u\ it L “\
Pl A el

El Presidenta hablé ayer con los periodistas poco después de haberse reunido con el ex presiden-

te de Costa Rica, Miguel A. Rodriguez, jefe de la mision de observadores que liegd al Paraguay

para las elecciones.

El presidente Luis Angel Gonzélez Mac-
-chi reconocié ayer que est4 dejando a su
sucesor un pafs con graves problemas so-
ciales y econémicos. Tras reunirse con el
ex presidente de Costa Rica, Miguel Angel
Rodriguez, el Mandatario habl6 con los pe-

. riodistas acreditados en Palacio de Gobier-

no. Segun dijo, lo que sf deja a Nicanor
Duarte Frutos es un pafs politicamente or-
denado.

\ “Segiin yo creo, dejo un pais politica-

mente pacificado”, dijo. “Politicamente te-
nemos un pais no convulsionado. Politica-
mente dejamos un pafs que en estos 4 afios
ha realizado tres elecciones nacionales”,
precisé. ‘

“Creo -agregé el Presidente- que polf-
ticamente el pafs est4 institucionalizado,
con respeto a las autoridades legalmente
constituidas pero indudablemente que te-
nemos graves problemas econémicos y so-
ciales™ - NRAMT O p L
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IFES

As one of the world’s premier democracy and governance assistance
organizations, IFES provides needs-based, targeted, technical assistance
designed and implemented through effective partnerships with donors and
beneficiaries. Founded in 1987 as a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization,
IFES has provided integrated, collaborative solutions in the areas of dem-
ocratic institution building and participatory governance in more than 120
countries worldwide. IFES’ Washington headquarters houses eighty-five
employees specializing regionally in Africa, the Americas, Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and Europe, as well as functionally in rule of law, civil society,
good governance, election administration, applied research, gender issues,
public information technology solutions, and more. IFES’ staff offers vast
country-specific experience and facility in more than 30 languages. IFES
employs an additional 120 people in twenty-five field locations.
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