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GLOSSARY OF POLITICAL PARTIES

Asociacion Nacional Republicano
(National Republican Party also known as the Coloradq
Party)

Partido Democrata Cristiano
(Christian Democratic Party)

Partido Liberal
(Liberal Party)

Partido Liberal Radical
(Radical Liberal Party) .

Partido Liberal Autentico
(Authentic Radical Liberal Party)

Partido Revolucionario Febrerista
(Revolutionary Febrerista Party)
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I. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

I.1 Overview

General Rlfredo Stroessner has served as President of
Paraguay since 1954. On February 14, 1988, he was re-elected as
the candidate of the Colorado Party to serve another five year
term. The International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES)
designated Richard W. Soudriette as its official observer to the
1988 Paraguayan general elections. This report offers his
observations.

I.2 Historical Overview

Paraguay is one of the least known yet most interesting
countries in South America. After winning independence from
Spain in 1811, the country has experienced a long succession of
authoritarian leaders and a turbulent history.

For much of the first half of the 19th century the country
was isolated by its rulers. Yet Paraguay also enjoyed the
reputation of being one of the most modern countries in South
BAmerica. The first wood burning train on the South American
continent was built in Paraguay and still operates there.

The country fought two bloody wars with its neighbors.
During the War of the Triple Alliance against Brazil, Argentina,
and Uruguay from 1864 to 1870, Paraguay lost the war and three-
quarters of its population. Paraguay defeated Bolivia in the
Chaco War in the 1930s at an encrmous cost of human life.

Prior to 1954, the political system was plagued by a
series of unstable governments and was constantly rocked by
coup d'etats. From 1904 to 1936 there were 22 Presidents. The
oldest two political parties are the Liberal Party and the
Colorado Party, both founded in 1887.

During the first half of the 20th century the Liberals
dominated Paraguayan politics until the Civil War of 1947. Out
of the chaos emerged the government of General Stroessner in
1954, He embraced the Colorado Party and became its leader. Ever
since then the Colorado Party and the military have been the two
institutions that have maintained Stroessner in power.

From a population of 3 million, the Colorado Party claims a
total membership of 1.4 million. It is responsible for a degree
of popular support that even Stroessner's most fervent critics
admit he enjoys. It is also paradoxical that General Stroessner,
the head of the armed forces, runs every five years as the peace
candidate. A large neon sign in downtown Asuncion, proudly
proclaims, "Peace and Progress With Stroessner". This symbolizes
the basis of Stroessner's program.




Prior to 1954 Paraguay was an extremely poor country wracked
by civil wars, bloodshed, and political instability. During
Stroessner's tenure in office the country has seen progress. The
construction of the joint Paraguayan/Brazilian Itaipu Dam, the
world's largest hydroelectric dam, brought millions of dollars
into Paraguay, raised living standards, and brought electricity
to more than 200 communities. '

With improved living standards there has also been a rise in
expectations. There is disgust over widespread corruption in the
government and an increasing desire to permit the political
system to open up like their neighbors in Brazil, Argentina, and
Bolivia.
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IT. CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL SCENE

After 34 years of rule by President Stroessner the winds of
change are beginning to blow. Following his re-election in 1983,
many Paraguayans realized that Stroessner would not survive
forever.

Beginning in 1983 there was increased pressure for more
press freedom. An independent newspaper known as ABC COLOR,
became the most popular paper in the country by fearlessly
printing articles openly critical of the government. ABC Color
was shut down by the government in 1984. From 1985 to 1987 other
media also defied the government. Radio Nanduti, an opposition
station, and the paper of the Febrerista Party "El1 Pueblo”
vigorously challenged the Stroessner government until they were
also closed in 1987.

During this same period there was an increase in political
activity and turmoil. Paraguay experienced its first riots in
decades in 1986, when police used clubs and tear gas to quell
demonstrations by medical personnel demanding increased wages. at
the government hospital in Asuncion and by students at the
National University.

II.1 Colorado Split

Despite this vioclence the political process started to show
signs of opening up. Within the Colorado Party two factions
arose and actively contended for power — the traditionalists and
the militants. Both factions actively campaigned during inner
party elections held in 1986. The militants won and quickly
became the dominant faction. This election was important because
it represented the first example of an openly contested election.

In 1986 Paraguayans wondered if President Stroessner would
run for an eighth term. Many traditionalists urged him to step
aside. The militants rallied around the President and
successfully encouraged him to run again. In August 1987, the
militants seized control of the party and literally locked the
traditionalists out of the Colorado convention. They purged the
party and unanimously affirmed their support for Stroessner as
the party standard bearer for the 1988 elections.

IT1.2 Weak Opposition

Since 1985 there has been increased activity by all
opposition groups, yet they remain weak and badly divided. They
consist of both legal and non-legal parties.

The legal parties consist of the Colorado Party, the Liberal
Party, the Radical Liberal Party and the Revolutionary Febrerista
Party. All legal parties are entitled to representation in
Congress. The majority party holds two-thirds of the legislative
seats and the minority parties divide the balance of the seats.



The non-legal parties consist of the Authentic Radical
Liberal Party (PLRA), and the Christian Democratic Party. There
is a tiny Paraguayan Communist Party in exile. Within all
parties, including the Colorados, there are also many sub-
factions. An umbrella group known as the "National Accord"
consists of representatives of most of the opposition political
groups.

The leader of the PLRA is Domingo Laino. He is one of the
most visible opposition politicians in Paraguay and is also well
known abroad. To the dismay of the Paraguayan government he
reqularly meets with top officials of the U.S. State Department.

Laino returned to Paraguay in 1987 after several years of
government imposed exile.




ITII. PRE-ELECTION OBSERVATIONS

The Paraguayan Congress extended invitations to foreign
parliamentarians to observe the February 1l4th elections. There
were official observers from the following countries: Brazil,
Colombia, the European Parliament, France, the United
States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Congressman James M. Inhofe was
invited, but could not attend. As Staff Director to Congressman
Inhofe, I went in his place.

IITI.1 Final Colorado Rally

I arrived on Thursday, February llth and attended the
closing rally of the Colorado Party's 1988 campaign. It was
attended by all of the highest ranking party and government
officials. President Stroessner gave the final speech of the
three hour long event. The crowd estimates varied from 50,000
claimed by Washington Post correspondent Bradley Graham, to
150,000 claimed by Colorado officials.

The crowd appeared enthusiastic. The participants
repeatedly interrupted all of the speakers, including the
President, with impassioned and frenzied harangues of praise of
General Stroessner. They shouted in both Spanish and Guarani,
the indigencus language of Paraguay. :

It should be noted that most of them were government workers
brought in from across the country. Failure to attend would have
resulted in being docked two days pay.

III.2 Opposition Political Activities

It took me two days to learn the names of the two opposition
presidential candidates who would challenge President Stroessner
in the elections. The candidate for the Liberal Party (PL) was
br. Carlos Ibarra Ferreira. The Radical Liberal Party (PLR)
candidate was Dr. Luis Maria Vega. )

The legal parties held campaign rallies around the country.
The President of the PL, Senator Joaquin Atilio Burgos, tcld me
that 20,000 liberals attended the closing Liberal rally in Lugque,
a suburb of Asuncion. He said the Liberals had six rallies
throughout the country.

The Radical Liberal Party held several rallies that were
attended by 20,000 to 30,000 people. The PLR presidential
candidate, Dr. Luis Maria Vega, also told me that it was
virtually impossible for the PLR or the PL to win because the
government contrclled all the election machinery and the media.
Dr. Vega said that the PLR could not communicate their program to
the people.




Other non-participating parties advocated different
strategies for the voters. The PLRA, the Popular Democratic
Movement, and numerous dissident Colorado factions urged people
to abstain from voting. The Febreristas, the Christian ‘
Democrats, and the traditionalist faction of the Colorado party
advocated casting blank ballots.
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IV. ELECTION PROCEDURES

Despite the lack of a truly competitive election campaign,
the electoral system is fairly well organized. Each voter is
required to register. For the 1988 elections, 1,446,665 voters
were eligible to vote. Each party is responsible for getting
their supporters registered, although voters do not register by
party. Registration and voting are mandatory. Failure to vote
carries a fine of approximately $8 dollars.

Voters receive a voting book when they register which they
must bring to their polling place. The names of all votes are
maintained on computerized voting lists.

The voter arrives at the polling place and goes to the
voting table where the three election officials check off his
name and give him an envelope signed by the president of the '
table. Next the voter goes intc a room where ballots for the
three participating parties are located. The voter then selects
the ballot of his choice, seals it in the envelope, and deposits
it in the ballot box upon leaving the voting booth.

There is no marking on the ballots and a person can vote a
blank ballot by sealing up an empty envelope. Voting is supposed
to be by secret ballot.

IV.1l Ballot Preparation

Political parties are responsible for selecting their
respective candidates and for ballot preparation. All voting is
by straight party. The ballot includes the candidates for
President, and senators and deputies for the Congress.

The parties deliver their sample ballot copy to the Ministry
of Finance for printing. The parties must pick up the ballots
and then distribute them to all of the polling places. This
presents a major problem for the opposition parties because they
normally do not have enough party officials to distribute
their ballots to every polling place.

IV.2 Poll Watchers/Polling Places

All legal parties are entitled to have poll watchers. The
polling place usually has several voting tables with ballot
boxes. Each table has a President, Vice President, and a
Secretary who represent each of the legal parties. These
officials supervise the act of voting at each ballot box. They
certify the final voter register and participate in counting the
ballots at the end of the day.



Each party is responsible for having officials on hand to
serve as poll watchers. This requirement makes it difficult for
the opposition parties to have observers at all polling places
because the two participating legal parties do not have enough
followers to adequately man all the polling places in the
country.

For the 1988 elections there were a total of 7,213 voting
tables across Paraguay. The number of tables varies with as few
as five, to as many as thirty tables at each polling place.
Voters are assigned to vote on the basis of their place of
residence, although there are some exceptions for some of the
government officials such as President Stroessner.

The pells are open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. At the end of the
day each table tabulates the results. They are combined with
results from the other voting tables at each polling place and
are fed to the Headquarters of the Electoral Commission via fax
machine.

IV.3 Ballot Boxes

Ballot boxes are not locked during the election. They are
merely sealed with tape. Immediately after the the election all
ballot boxes are destroyed. Paraguayans have no concept of the
need to save the ballots in case of a recount. They customarily
do not have close elections. :




V. ELECTION DAY OBSERVATIONS

On February 1l4th, I visited six polling places in Asuncion,
Fernando de la Mora, San Lorenzo, Yaguaron, and Villeta. I
personally observed President Stroessner, and the President of
the Colorado Party and Minister of the Interior, Dr. Sabino
Augusto Montanaro, vote.

During the day I visited the Central Electoral Commissién
and learned about the election system. I was given copies of all
the pertinent election documents including the ballots.

On election day I visited the headquarters of the Colorado,
Liberal, and Radical Liberal parties. The Colorados were the
most active. The computerized Election Central was also set'up
in the Colorado Party offices. '

While at the Colorado Party offices I visited with Dr.
Montanaro and the Minister of Justice and Labor, Dr. J. Eugenio
Jacquet. Dr. Jacquet was in charge of the party's get out the
vote drive.

Late in the day I visited the offices of the Liberal Party.
I missed the PL presidential candidate because he was out :
delivering ballots. The PL headquarters was very small. When I
arrived the only people I found were the president of the party,
Senator Jdoaquin Atilio Burgos, and a small boy.

Next I went to the Radical Liberal Party headquarters. I met
with the presidential candidate, Dr. Luis Maria Vega, and the
party president, Mr. Emilio Forestieri. We had a very frank!
discussion. They characterized the elections as unfair and said
that it was impossible for them to win. Yet Dr. Vega told me
that his party felt that the best way to bring about true
democracy was to work within the system and that is why the PLR
participated in the elections.

I saw long lines at all the polling places I visited. | The
only irregularities that I observed were a lack of PL ballots and
poll watchers at most of the polling places.

The PLR appeared to be better organized than the PL and had
ballots and poll watchers at all the polling places that I
visited. I tried to talk with several PLR observers but they
were reluctant to talk in front of the Colorado Party officials.



The Colorado Party was out in force and was making a
concerted effort to get its supporters to the polls. This
observation was alsoc made by the numerous observers from the U.S.
Embassy that traveled around on election day. It was surprising
because the Colorado Party did not have to do anything to be
assured of an election victory, and yet they were out hustling to
get their voters to the polls.

The atmosphere at the polling places can best be described as
festive. Vendors sold food and non-alcoholic beverages. This
was especially true of the rural polling places. Election day
was obviously a big social event and offered a chance for people
in the smaller villages to see family and friends.

During the day I monitored election coverage on the Catholic
Church's radio station, Radio Caritas. It reported the ‘
activities of the non-participating opposition parties. These
parties included the Authentic Liberal Party and the Christian
Democrats. The station reported the beatings of several
traditionalist Colorado politicians and Martin Anderson, an
observer for the National Democratic Institute in Washington,
D.C.

I monitored the election reports on Radio Caritas because I
wanted to determine how successful the opposition groups had been
in getting out their messages to either abstain from voting or to
cast blank ballots. The catholic station reported turnouts for
some 20 towns of between 68% to 95%. -
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VI. POST-ELECTION OBSERVATIONS

After the polls closed, I returned to Asuncion to Election
Central to wait for the returns. Both television networks
provided live coverage and minute by minute details of the votes
from each locality. At 9 p.m. I was invited to the official news
conference, where the President of the Colorado Party and the
Chairman of the Electoral Commission declared President
Stroessner the winner on the basis of 92% of the vote.

VI.1 Final Tabulation

The final tally showed the Colorados with 1,187,738 votes or
88.6%, the Radical Liberal Party with 95,500 or 7.1%, and the
Liberal Party with 42,442 or 3.1%. Only 7.3% abstained and 1%
cast blank ballots.

VI.2 International Reaction

The international media portrayed the election as a farce.
The enormous presence of so many foreign correspondents was quite
unusual. The Associated Press correspondent for Argentina,
Uruguay, and Paraguay told me that the international press was
now going to focus attention on Paraguay, as they focused on
Haiti and South Korea.

U.S. Ambassador Clyde Taylor came under renewed attacks for
his comments which characterized the election as "a lost
opportunity." This has caused the government to focus again on
Ambassador Taylor. He has been relentlessly attacked in the
Paraguayan media ever since the election.

Vi.3 Opposition Reaction

As expected, all non-participating political parties branded
the election as fraudulent. Interestingly, the Liberal Party
presidential candidate, Dr. Carlos Ibarra Ferreira, also charged
that there were irregularities. The PL leader claimed that is
why his party came in third.

The second place showing of the Radical Liberal Party is
important because they will receive the largest bloc of seats
reserved for the opposition in the Congress. The breakdown of
seats in the Chamber of Deputies is now 48 seats for the Colorado
Party, 17 seats for the PLR, and seven seats for the PL.

Shortly after the election I spoke with Dr. Juan Manuel
Marcos, a spokesperson for the Authentic Radical Party. He said
the PLRA did not participate because there was no chance of
winning during a presidential election. Dr. Marcos stated that
the PLRA plans to contest several municipal elections in Paraguay
in 1990. Without President Stroessner on the ballot, the PLRA
feels there is a greater chance to win control of one or two city
halls.




VII. CONCLUSION

I was pleased to have the opportunity to observe the 1988
general elections in Paraguay. Although they would not be
classified as totally free elections by U.S. standards, the -
process cannot be totally dismissed as a fraudulent exercise.
Paraguay has never known totally free elections. It was obvious
after talking with the government officials that the elections

were free and democratic in their minds. They did not have
anything to compare them with.

The fact that the government felt compelled to invite
election observers was also'positive. The organization of the
actual election system was also impressive. It suggests that the
mechanics will be in place if and when Paraguay develops a truly
democratic system.

The prognosis for Paraguay is for increasing political
turmoil. President Stroessner is still firmly in control and
will remain that way for the unforeseeable future. Yet at the
age of 75 even his most passionate backers are beginning to talk
about the "biological formula" which means that the Pr351dent
will not live forever.

The question arises of what the post-Stroessner era will hold
for Paraguay. The country's current constitution does not ewven
provide for the office of vice president. There is speculation
about President Stroessner's son, Gustavo, as a possible
successor, but no one really knows what will happen when the
President dies. The greatest fear is that the transition will
be chaotic and will plunge the country back into political
instability.
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Appendix A: List of Election Observer Questions

KEY QUESTIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ELECTORAL
SYSTEMS.

1. How do people register to vote? -

2. 1Is voting mandatory and what is the penalty if they do not
vote?

3. 1Is the election supervised by a bi-partisan board?
4. What is the actual election procedure?

5. What does the ballot look like?

6. Who prepares the ballots?

7. What parties are participating?

8. Are the parties allowed to have election judges at the
polling places?

9. 1Is there any intimidation involved with voting?
10. Is it easy for people to vote?

11. Are all the parties permitted openly campaign?
12. Who has jurisdiction over the ballot boxes?

13. How are the ballots counted and how long are they kept
following the election?

1l4. Who certifies the candidates who stand for office?

15. Do you vote for individual candidates or are they elected
straight ticket wvoting?

by




Appendix B: List of Results from Previous LClections

25 Anos de Comicios Generales Pluralistas

ELECCIONES GENERALES PARA EL PERIODO 1963 — 1968

Partido Colorado - Partido Liberal Nulos

Capital 92.924 11.588

Interior 476.627 ’ 36.162 11.314
569.551 417.750

ELECCIONES GENERALES PARA EL PERIODO 1968 — 1973

P. Colorado P, Lib, Radical P. Liberal P. Febrerisla Nulos
Capital 68.512 22.595 2.567 8.268 6.421
Interior 397.023 117.027 25.398 8.603

465.535 139.622 27.965 16.871
ELECCIONES GENERALES PARA EL PERIODO 1973 — 1978

P. Colorado P. Lib. Radical!l P. Libera/ Nulos
Capitai 120.907 20.276 5.424 10.597
Interior 560.399 77.820 19.187

681.306 ) 98.096 24,.611 )
ELECCIONES GENERALES PARA EL PERIODO 1978 — 1983

P. Colorado P. Lib. Radical P. Libera Nulos
Capital 180.590 11.266 8.140 8.177
Inter_io_r 720.184 43.718 8.919

900.774 54.984 37.059

ELECCIONES GENERALES PARA EL PERIODO 1983 — 1988

P. Colorado P. Lib. Radical P. Liberal Nulos
Capital 133.693 8.698 5.746 3.237
Intzrior B803.944 50.396 23.264 8.018

944.637 ‘ 59.094 54.010 : . 11.255
16 —



Appendix C:

Sample of Voter Registration Card

JUNTA ELECTORAL CENTRAL

LIBRETA.
CIVICA

1983 - 1993
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Sample Ballots for the 1988 General LClections

BOLETIN DE VOTO

ASOCIACION NACIONAL REPUBLICANA,
uann_o COLORADO ;-

- ~

- Candidato a Pre51dente de Ia Repubhca _

GEN ERAL DE E.IERCITO

DON ALFREDD STRUESSNER

PERlODO 1988—1993

tZ.- Cont. I'ub. ‘."-
13.- Don Et.-gcm- i
.- Don Juan P
16.- D ;\munu‘ i
16.- Don Ricardc’ .
17.- Don De los
18.- Don Mario

t:
1
li
:i

.= Dr. Guilerd
.~ Den Forrun]
.= Dr. Alberto i
.~ Don Eligio
.= Don Jost Nj .
7.- Don Homol §
8.- Don Eugcnil
8. - Don l.con:n!_ 3
Bruno : °

10, - Ton
11.- Don Arcadi

 oon e 5D D e

.= Dr. Juan Ci .

-

" 10.- Dr. Rubén Ramfrez Panc

' 5.-Dr. Bacantmterdo -
6.- Dr. Ramdn Enrique Reverchon -

Sria. ceui .. ' &k~ Lon Pablno M_cndoza Espfnola
. 23.- Srta; Agustina Miranda Gonzlez
24.- Lic. Perla Matiauda de Cibils
25.- Don Iuan Francisco Isasi
26.- Pr. Braulio Machucs Vargas
21.- Don Felipe Matiauda

28.- Dr. Victor Duarte Pistilli

" 29.- Don Guillermo Gaona Orué

30.- Don Heriberte Torres

" 31~ Don Jos¢ Marfa Candia
32.- Don Pedro Rodolfo Maciel
33.- Don Amaldo Paredes Soria
34.-.Don Nicolds Sarubbi

. 35.- Don Dante Cazal

36.- Don Isidro Ch.npano
SUPLENTES )

7.- Dr. Raméa Méndez Paiva -
8.- Dr. Rafi! Sapena Pastor | .
9.- Ing. Carlos Diaz de Bedoya.
11.- Dr. Antonio Masulli Faster
§2.- Dr. Oscar Balmaceds Cruzans
13.- Dr. Mario Lépez Escobar

14.- Don Ramén Domingo Rojas
15.- Ing: Enzo Debernardi

16.- Dr. Manfredo Ramirez Russo
17.- Dr. Amaldo Rojas Sénchez
18:- Dr. Antonio Colmén Rod.rfgm

. . 12.- Srta. Celia Dclgado Von Lepel -
%" 13.- Don Luis Alberto Romero
" 14.- Don Severiano Cardozo
. 15.- Don Fabio Guerrero
_16.- Don Federico Fernfindez Ruiz Diaz
'17;- Don Reinaldo Cuevas Méndez
18.- Don Eligio Guachiré.
19.- Doa Pélix Valois Brizucla
20.- Don Domingo Campos
21.- Don Flaviano Silvio Saucedo

1.- Don Grcgono Gamu
2.- Dr. Luis Armujo . i
3.- Don Livio Modesto Flecha
4.- Don Ignacio Cérdenas

5.- Don Salomén Duarte -
6.- Doa Gilberto Agustfn Lichi
7.- Dr. Miguel Angel Bestard
8.- Don Pedro Celio Lépez

9.- Dr. Rodolfo Blaires
10.- Don Guillermo Naumann -
11.- Don Flaminio Arruabarrena
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Appendix E: Washingtcn Post Article on the Elections
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Paraguayan Election Extends
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.* 'ASUNCION, Paraguay,. Feb, ‘14=~Gen.- Al
;’i'frtdo- Stroessner, already the Western Hemi i
* sphere’s longest lasting ruler, today extended hig ;
presidential reign for an eighth term in an el :
. tion branded fraudulent by oppesition groups, * 47
E'"' Clusters of demonstrators in various cities/
i braved antiriot. police forces to protest tha lagK7y
{ of democratic freedoms. Several opposition ledd-'y .
- ers, among them Domingo Laina, were detained.§
- briefly for trying to promote an election boyeottas!
s me.foreign observers reparted scoing B

e

-

once.. 8 kack of secrecy in polling/places and an] ;
rabsenca of ballota-for some parties at some g [
L bles.'A’ Paraguaysn newspapef columnist, whe

" went to vate 10 miriutes befcte his local pollin '
" place closed, said ha was told his name had
sready been checked off s baving voted. A
; ~Using the measures that Stroessner's critigs 1
/éay are common here, state security agents clu.b- e

bed a group that includéd leading dissidents fram *

: the ruling Colorado Patty, foreign journalists and |, i
%' visiting member of the U.S: Democratic B,
-ty's foreign affairs matitute a4 they tried to emer /

“the fown of Ypacirai, a focna of dissident aguve? .
!‘if}?"'f-“"‘"’" TURAS e, e B e

- ARhough refusal to vote is subject to 2 fine,”
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independent spot.checks in numerous districts [ !
late today found an‘abstention rate of 10 to 20 3:1
percent, *Opposition parties- had urged voters 3’}
cither to abstain or to cast blank ballots. ¥ 13
*With most of the ballots counted, the electoral i
‘center.at the Colorado Party headquarters gave i
Stroessner 89 -percent+of the-vote for another ki
five-yean term. Dropping.his owm ballot in a bor::;
.this morning; the 75-year-old Army general, whi ¢
ihas governed sinca.1054, mid, “This is democs
‘racy,"and pledged $o-devote Sary energy to thett
csaional good. %" -1k . ¥
,.~ On.3 continent that.in this decade has seen
;moahlclher.'dounuiei restore or maintain demy
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* . Stroessner addressed only three«

PARAGUAY, From A20

ocratic rule, Paraguay keeps to an
autocratic order. But with the wane
of the Stroessner era widely con-
sidered to be under way, there are
mounting signs of maneuvering ©
both inside and outside the govern.
ment for influence over the succes-
sion,

Since seizing power 34 years
2go, Stroessner has ruled by re-
pressing his crities and bestowing
favors on his fellow generals and
civilian bosses in the Colorado Par-
ty. Backers extol the political sta~
bility and economic growth that the
Stroessner years have brought, par-
ticularly in contrast with the war.
ring and chaos that ravaged Para-
guay earlier this century,

But a recent econamic slowdown,
following completion in the early
1980s of the mammath Itaipu dam
on the border with Brazl, has .
sapped the government's strength.
Street marches protesting low sal-

'

aries and political oppression
erupted in 1986 for the first time in
years. -

The countey's Roman Catholic
bishops have started pressing for a
transition to democracy as have :
busineas leaders demanding eco- °
nomic modernization. The United -
States has become more eritical of .
Paraguay's human rights vialations
and performance in controlling drug
traffics

" Even the Colorado Party, long a
monolith of power with 1.4 million
members in a nation of 3.7 million
people, has split into bitter factions i
over the issue of one-man rule, Mil-
itant supporters of Stroessner:
ousted so-called traditionalists from !
influence last year. . f

Despite efforts to inject sponta-
neity into what virtually has become *
a ritualistic process, Stroessner's
reelection campaign was dogged by-
a sense of exhaustion. At the. final,
party rally here Thursday night,
pro-Stroessner forces filed to pacl:‘l
Independence Plaza. Organizers:
claimed 150,000 attended but dip-
fomats and ather-independent ob-:
servers put the number at under®
50,000, ¥

major campaign rallies in the last-? \
six weeka. At the last one, he read a 1 i

perfunctory message on the gains ||

f e, .

; for demotrauc transiion resung

of the past three decades—more :i“
. . camib

« schools, hospitals znd pa"-lv:;—tn'ns'-

1 mission hnes. L .
| Two other candidates represent-
y ing the tiny parties that participate
¢ in government wlith the Colorados
{ provided .token -opposition to
4 Stroessner in: today's ballating. A
* man-on-the-street survey in a lacal
newspaper found no one able’ to
give the name of either. The two,
Carlos Ferreita Ibarma of the Lib-
eral Party and Luis Mariaz Vega of
the Liberal Radical Party—also gan
for Congreas, '

The official election result con--

trasted sharply with a rationwide
+ political opinion survey by tha Caih-
clic University in late January. The
poll showed 43 percent intending to
vote for the Colorado Party, 31 pér.
cent planning to abatain and 11 per-
cent saying they would cast blank
ballots, Another survey taken by
the univeruty three years ago pro-
-duced similar breakdowns in polit-
- ical leanngs, .
© Asked in the recent poll if a “cli-
mate of unrest” existed in Para-
Ruay, 53 percent said “yes,” and a
majority blamed either the Rovern-
ment or the Colorado Party lead-
-ership for it. Asked to mame the
person moat capable of leading Par-
«aguay, 48 peroent declined to re-
- spond. Among those who answered,
- Strocsaner ranked first but Laing,
:52, an atwarney and leadec of the
officially unrecognized Authentic
: Liberal Radical Party, came in sec-

: ond. '
*We could say that the citizenry
has assumed more the rote of &
spectator than a pratagonist,” con-
l cluded the study. “It is as if the pub-
i lic attends 3 spectacle withaut the
power to alfect the outcome,”
Attempts by Pamaguay's small
opposition groups to build theip
bases of support have been frustral
ted by palice repression of public
r rallies and frequent temporary de-
| tentions of leading dissidents. Pos
litical and personality differences
among the epposition also have got-
» tenin the way of 2 unified strategy
. lor challenging Stroessner.
b+ Etforts by the Catholic Church to
"+ promote unity have reached an im-

3| passe. A cherch-sponsored “natianal

dialogue” drew together palitical,
labor and social groups—except the
Colorade Party, which refused ta
participate. lts report in December
" was highly critical of Stroessner's

- point where it didn't know what!

¢ more it could do with the dialogue || *

r process,” said [lde Siivero, editor of |
. the epscopate’s daily paper. Seco-
v dero. .

I Given the oppomtion's weak con-
f dition. many rere see the main hope
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regime. “The church reached a’ .




Appendix P:

Waszhington l'imes Article on

the

Elections
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HEMPSTONE

Che Washington Times

The
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0 messy caucu.-.es. bon.ng

b3

- hispresidential elections —as he did

-_Sunday, for his cighth five-year term -

the old-fashxnned way He su.-.als
em-_..,. " ade 4 l

Although he gave precisely three

speeches in the election campaign,

early complete renurns at the elec-

ral center-of his ruling Colorado

rty give Gen. Stroessner, the 75

rold son of an immigrant Bavar-

jan brewmaster and a Guarani In-

ian women, %9 percent of the vote.

This is interpreted by the

edulous as further evidence that

en. Stroessner has miraculous .

powers, including that of raising the
ead to vote for him. After all. an
uthoritati ve public opinion poll con-
uctzd by Asuncion's Catholic Uni-

versity and the West German .

Naumann Foundation, published -

just before the election, showed the |
resident with 43 percent support, -~
hile an equal percentage indicated

* their intention of abstaining or
* spoiling their ballots (government
';np!oyees getfiredif they don tvote

rly and of ten):hizme: ol .

Indeed, he has been amund.so :
!’ long that most Paraguayans can nei- ‘.“,"._

~ ther remember nor imagine their 7
Yiforhia-sized country without
Stroessner &t the helm. When ©'

e seized power in 1954, Asunecion®

< was a sleepy. flea-hitten river town -,
: boasted u:nher ru.rmmg water
or electricity, -:-ir Jiniites sk
When Gen Stroessner signed hxs

irst presidential proclamation,,
Dwight D. Eisenhower was at pl.ay

n the presidential putting green, _
‘hubby Checkers was rocking

round the clock and Mickey Mantle -
asroaming centerfield for the Yan-
kees. The French army was bogged
own in a place called Indochina, the
irst commercial jet flight had not
t roared down the runway and
American public sd:ools were sull
sepregated.
Most of the authonlanan rulers
'f the 19505 — Mao Tse-tung, Nikita

Smith Hempstone is a nanonally

lndtca:cd columnust,

debates, exhausring pri- *
' maries or demeaning "
.press conferences for *
Gen. Alfredo Stroessner wins

LN

Khrushchev. F\llgencto Bausta.
Juan Perom, Rafael Trujillo, Anas-

tasio Somora, ‘Haile Setassie, Wii-
liam Tubman, Ho Chi Minh and
Francois “Papa Doc™ Duvalier —
have long since gone to their graves.
- Only North Korea's Kim 1l Sung and
" Jordan’s King Hussein have ruled
longer than Gen. Stroessner.

Lik= Old Man River, the general
just keeps rolling along, ruling by an-
ecmergency decree in force since
1923, which he lifts every five years,
regular as the cuckoo clocks he col-
lects, to hold a fraudulent pres-
idential election from which he
emerges victorious. How 10 explain
this remarkable durability in an age
of instant commumcauons and con-
stant change?

1t is not enough to say that he has
dealt ruthlessly with his enemies,
democratc and authoritarian, Of
course he has, but less so than others
who have long stnce d.lsappeared
from the scene.

It is not enough m say'mat his
popular eiections — the only ones,.
by the way, ever held in Peraguay —
are crooked. Of course they are, but

* the odds are that he could have won . ..

fair ones, had he been w:.l.lmg to risk- .,

them.,_,_,,,_,,_w-. P17V s BT

The sad fact is that. despite the -’
lack of meaningful politica! freedom ~

. and the presence of official corrup- -«
[

tion 50 pervasive that it matches that ¢
of the Philippines, Mexico or Zaire,
Gen. Stroessner happens to be the -
best and most-effective president
land.locked Paraguay has had in its

- Insome ways, of cou.rse. that s.nys
morezbout the quality of Paraguay's
presidents — most of whom have ™
been bad, mad or both— than it does
about Gen Stroessner’s statesman-
ship. - - '

The republic's first pres:dent."
Jose Rodriguez. who ruled for 26
years, afiected a Roman toga,
banned travel 10 and from Paraguay,
prohibited foreign trade and cut off
the mails, .

Another 19th- ccnmry pres;dcm
Francisco Solane Lopez, who suf-
fered from a Napoleon complex and
an lnsh mustress. ook on Brazil,
Urupuay and Argenting in the disas-

s

Altredo Stroeasner

Ceiee A .L'-'

e

tmus Wa.r of the 'Ihple Alhance
(1865-1870), which neither he nor 85

percent of Paraguay's males sur-

vwed. I LT TR T RO Sl T+ 1o CITN

It required a return to polygamy”
— the church averted its eyes — and.

Herculean efforts on the part of the -
. country's 28,000 males (221,000

women survived) 1o get the pop-

ulation back in balance again Today sa.
Paraguay has a populaton of 3.8 mil-" |

lion, with ancther 1 million Para-
guayans living abroad. - —- . .

From 1904 10 1936, Paraguay has...
22 presidents, several civil wars and...

innumerable coups. In the 1930s. an-
other president go1 the republic em-~
broiled in the senseless Chaco War
with Bolivia, which cost the lives of
another 100,000 Paraguavans.

In one 18-menth period just be-
fore Gen. Stroessner’s bloodless
coup, Paraguay was afflicted with no
fewerthan five presidents. The point
is that the task at hand 1s not o re-
store democracy i Paraguay but 1o
create condiitons under winch 1 just

just keeps ro]lmg along

’ lmght, with luck and for the first

ume.t.nkeroot. b

‘.'—k ds T

. Perhaps the only good thing w
come out of the War of the Triple

Alliance was the destruction of the
Spanish ruling dass. As a conse-
quence, most of Paraguay’s elite, like
Gen. Stroessner, have some Guarani
blood, and almost all speak Guarani
in addition w Spanish. Almost alone
among the Ladn American nations,
Paraguay's Indians are not a sub-
hiitnan, powerless, submerged
mass: They are the naton.
Thedictator has.given his country
international peace, internal order
and a modest degree of economic
development, It will be up to his suc-
cessors to destroy the greal smug-
gling rings that have corrupied
Paraguayan public life and private
morals, and to encourape the devel-
opment of democratic instinutions

Gen. Stroessner clearty has many
faults, and eertainly has overstayed
his welcome. But he will not be re-
maced casily
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Appendix G: Article on Richard Soudriette's Participation,
as an Election Observer. :

“Quiero ser puntb de t:ontabto
entre EE.UU. y Paraguay”

E! doctor Richard
Soudriette, director de la ofi-
cina de! congresista oorte-
americano James. M. Inhofe,

.Quien vino jnvitado por el

Gobierno nacional expresd
que *“*hoy ¢s un dia muy im-
portante, yo vine con muchas
ganas de observar como estd
¢l proceso actual en Ja capital
y también en las ciudades de
afuera. Mi interés es ver co-
mo hace |la gente cuando
entra al lugar de votaciém,
cual & el sistema con las
libretas, cual es ¢l sistema de
dar las tarjetas de votacién, si
hay lugares donde sc¢ pueda
volar en secreto, cosas asf, y
también tepgo mucho interés
para ver cdmo cs ¢l proceso
para contar los vos, y 8 qué
hora van a saber los
resultados’".

Manifestd también el visi-
tante nortcamericano gue pa-
ra &l era muy importante su
visita a nuestro pais, porque

* **yo quiero volver a Estados

Unidos y ser un punto de
comacte entre ¢ Congreso
nuestro y el Paraguay y estoy
también aqui porque creo
que Paraguay y Estados Uni-
dos son bucnos amigos™,
Con relacion a la impor-
tancia de las presentes elec-
ciones generales sefalé que
““nosotros creemos mucho en
la democracia y es importan-
te gquc todos en lo§ Estados

10

Unidos sepan que hay wm
proceso democrético. Puedo

decir que hay mucha diferen-

cias entre ‘nuestro sistema ac-

tual y o’ 'de ustedes, peroeso | I

es logico, porque cada pais

tiene su propia idiosincrasia. -

Orma cosa que yo creo impor-
tante es invitar a pariaments-
rios de otros palscs a que ven-
gan aqui & obscrvar, porque
este es comienzo de un proce-
SO muy impornante que espe-
to va a continuar en el futuro

y caeo tembién importante.
que vayan gentes de agui a

observar nucstras ciecciones
en noviembre''. :

norteamericano: ‘‘Esto es

uUn proceso que espero
continde en el futuro’.

EL DIARIO

Asuncion, lunes 15 de febrero de 1988
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