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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In December of 1997, the International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES) conducted a Pre-
Election Technical Assessment (PETA) for the Republic of Slovakia to evaluate the internal
strengths and weaknesses of its electoral laws and administration, identifying and examining both
where the electoral process is vulnerable to external influences and where it is open to independent
monitoring. This report identifies ways to improve and safeguard the integrity of the electoral
process, including methods for independently verifying its integrity.

The IFES team was impressed with the advanced development of the electoral administration, as
well as the extremely vibrant civic sector and NGO community in Slovakia. Political parties were,
by and large, well organized and motivated, possessing a keen comprehension of the democratic and
electoral process, as well as respectable connections to their constituencies. Previous elections in
the Slovak Republic have also generally met international and European standards.

There were, however, areas of serious concern. First and foremost, an apparent denigration of the
rule of law in Slovakia (as evidenced by the Gaulieder case, the 1997 referendum and the
government’s response to the subsequent court rulings on each) raise issues likely to be tested in the
upcoming elections. Furthermore, rumored alterations to the electoral law, promulgated in order to
gain political advantage for the ruling party at the cost of plurality, should be strenuously resisted.

Other specific concerns focused on 1) the misuse and opportunistic amendment of the electoral code,
2) a Jack of effective, nation-wide voter education and awareness resources, particularly in voting
process and rights, and 3) inadequate training of election officials and pollworkers, particularly after
the confusion of the recent referendum. Long-term assistance efforts need to be focused on these
areas to begin the process of systemic improvement.

Finally, all parties expressed a strong and universal concern of manipulation during the polling and
counting process during the assessment. [FES recommends a combination of domestic monitoring
and/or a parallel vote count to increase confidence in the election process, safeguard against fraud
or mismanagement, and expand public access into the democratic and political process at a
fundamental level.
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ONE INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

I. Introduction
A. Scope of Work

In December 1997, the International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES) conducted a two-week
pre-election technical assessment (PETA) in Slovakia to analyze the internal strengths and
weaknesses of the electoral laws and administration of the Slovak Republic, including election day
procedures, and to identify and analyze the points at which the electoral process is vulnerable to
external influences or open to independent monitoring. This analysis includes discussion of indirect
impediments to free and fair elections (non-technical and non-legal) with the ultimate goal of
identifying, in preparation for the Fall 1998 Parliamentary and Local Elections, ways in which to
improve and safeguard the integrity of the process, including methods for verifying the integrity of
the electoral process independently.

In its assessment planning, IFES sought to identify team members who possessed both regional
experience and vocational knowledge in elections and political processes. In particular two specific
skill sets were identified: election law and administration, and civic and voter
education/development. Biographical information for the team members is included as Attachment
A.

The assessment plan sought to capture information from original sources in both personal interviews
and English language translations of laws, documents, and political analyses. Over 45 meetings were
held with representatives of political parties, non-governmental organizations, media organizations,
government departments, members of former election and referendum commissions, research
institutions, and international organizations (see Attachment B). Documents researched included
the laws applicable to the election process, news accounts, and reports from other organizations.

Although many of the persons to be interviewed resided in Bratislava, the assessment plan sought
to include areas outside of the capital. The cities and regions surrounding Komarno (in the primarily
ethnic Hungarian region of southern Slovakia) and Kosice (seat of the Slovak Constitutional Court
in eastern Slovakia) were special focus assessments because of their unique political circumstances
and complexities.




Specific goals of the Assessment were:

. To evaluate Slovak administrative systems, in particular the delivery of electoral services
such as constituency delimitation, voter identification and registration, balloting and election
administration, poll worker training, vote tabulation, campaign regulations and civic
participation prior to upcoming parliamentary and local elections.

. To assess the current programs and channels for voter education and information, particularly
with a focus on the upcoming rounds of elections in 1998.

. To provide a critical analysis of indirect (i.e. non-technical or legal) impediments to free and
fair elections, as well as an examination of the Slovak media and its influence upon voter and
campaign information.

. To identify feasible areas for short-term technical assistance in anticipation of the
parliamentary and local elections and provide a framework for public- and private-funded
assistance projects. '

. To recommend longer term improvements to Slovakia’s election process and concrete actions
which can be taken by USAID and the NGO community in strengthening democratic
institutions in Slovakia.

B. Country Background

Parliamentary eclections have been unofficially set by the Chairman of the Parliament, Mr.
Gasparovic, on 25 and 26 September, 1998. A spokesman for Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar told
Slovak Television on 15 January, 1998 that agreement on the date was reached during a meeting with
the ruling coalition and other officials, which Meciar chaired.

The last parliamentary elections were held in Slovakia on 30 September and 1 October 1994. At that
time, the ruling Movement for Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) and Agricultural Party of Slovakia
(RSS) together garnered 35 percent of the vote, which is approximately the same percentage they
gained in 1990 and 1992. This 35 percent showing gained the parties 61 of 150 seats in the National
Council of the Slovak Republic, the federal legislative body. Their current coalition partners, Slovak
National Party (SNS) and the Association of Workers in Slovakia (ZRS), received 5.4 percent and
7.3 percent respectively, thus giving the former nine seats and the latter thirteen. Together, the
ruling coalition parties initially controlled 83 seats. The opposition, called the Slovak Democratic
Coalition (SDK), which was formed in 1997, consists of the Christian Democratic Movement (KDH
- with 10% of the vote and 17 seats), Democratic Union (DU - with 8.5% of the vote and 15 seats),
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Democratic Party (DS), Social Democratic Party of Slovakia (SDSS), and Slovak Green Party (SZS).
This coalition (SDK) forms part of a larger opposition coalition, which consists of the SDK, the
Hungarian Coalition (MK - with 10% of the vote and 17 seats) representing the country’s Hungarian
minority, which is approximately ten percent of the population, and the Party of the Democratic Left
(SDL - with 13 seats). Additionally, there are eight independent parliamentarians.

Local elections are currently scheduled for 13-14 November, 1998 (unofficial dates at the time of
this writing). In those elections, it is anticipated that local councils and local Mayors will be elected.
Local councils are currently elected in a majority system (within multi-mandate districts), as are
Mayors. The government has announced their intention to change the local election law so that city
council members would be elected in the proportional system in the future.

Local (communal) elections are also under the jurisdiction of a Slovak Election Commission, in
which each party is allowed two members. However, in order to have such representation, a party
must run candidates in at least 1/3 of all districts of Slovakia. In addition, parties must nominate
candidates in at least 1/3 of the communities within the district. Therefore, such as system imposes
a major burden on regional and those parties with parochial (i.e. ethnic minority) interests.

II. Overview of Elections and Political Processes
II.A. Codification
H.A.1. Constitution

November of 1989 initiated a new era in the constitutional development of Czechoslovakia, with the
introduction of 46 new constitutional laws prior to the breakup of the federal republic. Prior to the
breakup of the Czechoslovak federal state, lawmakers drafted a new Slovak constitution, which took
effect 01 January, 1993 under the objections from a number of leading Slovak legal and
constitutional experts. The primary concern with the Constitution lies in the separation of powers
between the Slovak National Council, the President, government and courts, risking the
concentration of inappropriate amounts of influence and control in the govemnment and Prime
Minister’s office, which is largely unchecked by a weak and dependent head of state. Additional
concerns include an inadequate system of checks and balances; the non-binding nature of the
decisions of the Constitutional Court, and the lack of an enforcement mechanism; The Constitution
also fails to provide resolution for situations which have arisen such as what happens when the
Parliament is unable to agree on a candidate for President.

Specifically, the Constitution allows Parliament to recall the President for political reasons (Arts.
86/b and 106) for activities “leading to dissolution or destruction of a democratic constitutional
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system.” A second limitation on effective presidential power lies in the limited authority to veto
legislation, which may be overridden with a 50 percent plus 1 vote majority in Parliament, reducing
it to a symbolic gesture of political resistance.

This weakened presidency increases the danger of a monopoly of power within the government,
potentially controlled by one single party, to the potential exclusion of opposition and minority
parties. Furthermore, the current political situation highlights a potential legal crisis resulting from
disputes in the election of the President.

According to Article 101/3 of the Constitution, a three-fifths majority is required to elect the
President in the first round. Should this attempt be unsuccessful, there are no provisions for
lowering of the threshold, resulting potentially in a stalemate. Given that the current ruling coalition
has less than a three-fifths majority in Parliament and significant tensions exist between the
Government and opposition, it is likely that no single candidate will emerge successfully.

Should this occur, presidential powers are transferred to the Prime Minister (Art. 102), with the
exception of sub-paragraphs ‘d’ through ‘g’ (Art. 105) including dissolution of the National Council,
signing of laws, appointment and recall of the Prime Minister and other members of the Government,
and the appointment and recall of administration heads. The potential also exists for a legislative
crisis as well, as the power to sign draft legislation into law is constitutionally placed in ‘limbo’
pending the eventual election of a President, although a precedent set prior to the selection of
Slovakia’'s first President may lend legal weight to Parliamentary popular acclamation of legislation
obviating the official Presidential signature.

In a more general sense, while amendments to the Constitution will, over time, be necessary and
even healthy for the country, short-sighted manipulation for political gain needs to be strenuously
guarded against. Furthermore, general education and information about the role of the Parliament,
Government and President within the electoral process needs to be disseminated throughout the
country in a non-partisan and non-complicated fashion.

II.A.2. The Slovak Parliamentary Election Law

The Slovak Parliamentary Election Law was originally promulgated in March of 1990, while
Slovakia was still a part of the Federation of Czechoslovakia (N0.50/1990) and shortly after the
country declared itself a democracy. Elections were held in 1990 for the new legislative body, which
used a multiparty parliamentary type system. The Election law was amended in 1991 and 1992,
while Slovakia was still part of Czechoslovakia. In June, 1992, an election was held to select a new
Slovak National Council. After the breakup of the two countries into the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic on 1 January, 1993, the election law was amended again in June, 1994 to reflect
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that change. New elections ensued on 30 September-1 October, 1994 for the current 150-seat
unicameral legislature.

I1.A.3. Elections for National Council

The National Council of the Slovak Republic (NRSR) is the parliament or legislative body of the
Slovak Republic and consists of 150 members, each designated as a "Deputy”. In October, 1994,
in the first election conducted for the National Council after formation of the new Slovakia, there
were four multi-mandate constituency districts in the country, basically determined geographically,
from which the Council members were elected through a proportional party list system. Political
parties achieve Council status by obtaining a minimum percentage of votes in the election.

To qualify for the ballot, parties must submit documents which confirm a minimum of 10,000
members, supporters willing to sign a petition, or may also qualify by obtaining at least 10,000 votes
in the last election. Parties may decide to submit a joint list of candidates. At the polls, each voter
is presented with a separate ballot for each party which contains the list of candidates of that party
for that region. Each list of candidates is presented in alphabetical order. In most cases, because of
the sheer number of districts, candidates’ names are listed on the front and back of each ballot,
clearly giving an advantage to those with names in the beginning of the alphabet. At the ballot box,
voters chose the ballot with the political party of their choice, then are given the option of selecting
up to four names from that party list to prioritize (i.e. 1,2,3,4). When the priority votes are counted,
the list of candidates on each ballot is revised to reflect the will of the voters (however, at least 10%
of the voters must mark a given candidate for that preference to be valid).

I1.A.4. Selection of the Prime Minister and President

After the new Council is seated, the President asks the leader of the party with the most seats in the
NRSR to form a government. If he or she is successful, traditionally that person is appointed by the
President to become Prime Minister, serving for the term of the Council or until a vote of no
confidence is passed. Vladimir Meciar first took office in June 1990 as a member of Public against
Violence (VPN). He was ousted in a vote of no-confidence in 1991. After the elections in 1992, he
became Prime Minister for the second time as the chairman of the HZDS. He was dismissed again
in a vote of no-confidence in March 1994. In December 1994, he took the office of the Prime
Minister for the third time. A three-fifths majority of the Council elects a President who serves for
a fixed five-year term. The current President, Michal Kovac, was first selected by the parliament
early 1993. His term will expire on 03 March, 1998. Since it does not appear that the Council will
agree on a new President, the position is not likely to be filled, setting up a constitutional crisis in
Slovakia.
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ILA.S. Qualifying for the Ballot: Parties and Candidates
Political parties have several different methods to qualify for the ballot, including:

1. Obtaining at least 10,000 votes in the last election and qualifying by submitting documents to the
National Council which shows that the party had representation in the Council at least 60 days before
the declaration of the election;

2. Submitting documents which show at least 10,000 bona fide members of the party;
3. Submitting petitions with a minimum of 10,000 signatures of voters who support the party.

Qualification documents must be submitted to the Slovak Electoral Commission who determines
their validity. Candidates cannot be on the list of more than one party and must sign a statement of
support for the party whose banner they are ninning under. Candidate lists are examined by regional
election boards for their validity and completeness. Candidates may withdraw their name from a
party's list as close as 48 hours prior to the election. :

II.A.6. Qualifying for Representation on the National Council

Under the current law, to qualify for seats on the National Council, an individual political party must
receive a minimum of 5% of the vote. An alliance of two or three parties must reach a 7% threshold,
while a combination of four or more parties must have 10% of the votes cast for their groups.

II.A.7. Political Party Funding

Each party which obtains at least 3% of the total votes is entitled to be reimbursed at a rate of sixty
(60) Slovak Crowns for each vote received (equivalent to approximately two U.S. dollars per vote).
Parties can also finance their election activities from party funds.

ILB. Administration and Policy

Elections in Slovakia are conducted under the purview of a temporary central election authority
designated as the Slovak Election Commission (SEC). In addition, administrative officials from the
Ministry of the Interior provide staff and other support during the election period and also are
involved in pre-election preparation activities and in statistical analysis of results, drafting of new
regulations, and publication of related materials between elections.
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I1.B.1 Election Commissions

No later than 60 days before a parliamentary election, a Slovak Election Commission (SEC) is
established to direct the election. This responsibility also includes adopting rules and procedures and
acting as a quasi-judicial body to hear election-related complaints. Under the SEC are other tiered
commissions including the Regional Election Commission (REC), District Election Commission
(DEC), and the divisional (polling station) Election Commissions (PPEC). The SEC, like the other
election commissions at lower levels, consists of representatives of the various political parties who
have status for the election. Such representation is designed to provide proper checks and balances
on the commission. In addition to party representatives, a "secretary” of each of the commissions
is appointed by the government (at various levels) to provide administrative support.

Slovakia Electoral Commission (SEC)

The SEC is a temporary body mandated by the Slovak Election Code to oversee elections in
Slovakia. It is authorized to have two representatives from each political party who submit lists for
the election, plus administrative support appointed and provided for by the Ministry of the Interior.
The SEC is the body which implements the election code. Its duties include:

- Supervising the activity of regional election commissions,;

- Promulgating rules, procedures, and opinions regarding the election;

- Hearing complaints regarding the election and rendering decisions and opinions;

- Hearing appeals of decisions made by lower level commissions;

- Compiling lists of all candidates;

- Determining who may be present at the polling stations to observe the count;

- Receiving and announcing election results and issuing credentials to those elected.

Regional Election Commission (REC)

The RECs have much of the same composition and duties of the SEC (two members from the
political parties; a secretary appointed by the Interior Ministry). RECs are formed no later than 60
days before the election. Their duties include:

- Supervising the activity of district election commissions within its region;
- Hearing complaints regarding the election and rendering decisions regarding such complaints,
- Hearing appeals of decisions made by lower level commissions;
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- Compiles lists of all candidates from the region;
- Receiving results from districts and submitting them to the SEC;
- Performing duties as directed by the SEC.

District Election Commissions (DEC)

DECs consist of one member from each party on the ballot plus a secretary designated by the district
administration. All members must be appointed no later than 30 days prior to the election. The
District Election Commissions report to the region and are responsible for conducting the election
in their jurisdiction. They hear and render decisions regarding the complaints of the divisional
electoral commissions (polling station). They supervise the PPEC very closely and can call them
back into session to correct errors.

Polling Place Election Commissions (PPEC)

By law, there are about 5874 polling stations currently established in Slovakia to serve voters on
election day. There is to be a minimum of five people serving on the PPEC. No later than 30 days
prior to an election, PPEC members are appointed by the political parties who field candidates in the
region and/or district. The head of the local governing body (Mayor) may appoint members to a
PPEC if the political parties fail to do so. Most polling stations serve about 800-1000 voters but their
constituencies may be considerably smaller in rural areas.

11.B.2. The Election Department of the Ministry of Interior

Several departments within the Ministry of the Interior (appointed by the government) are involved
in the administration of the elections before, during and after the election tiself. Activities are
stipulated by law (section 54). That participation includes:

1) Printing ballots;

2) Equipping the polling stations with necessary materials;

3) Drafting election laws (which the NRSR enacts) and a procedure manual to be used by election
COMIMISSions;

4) Developing public service advertisements to educate voters about the election and the election
procedures;

5) Selecting and supervising the private accounting company which tabulates the election results;
6) Producing a statistical analysis of the election results;

7) Providing funds to the various locals for their support of the election administration process.
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I1.C. Political Parties and Candidates

The large majority of Slovak political parties have evidenced a strong commitment to democratic
principles, constitutionality, and free political competition comparable to regional standards- despite
their broad variety of political programs, ideological profiles and their different approaches to
solving the problems of Slovak society.

Over the last few years coalition groupings have simultaneously included right, left and centrist
parties. There are also marked differences in international ties and the degree of European
influence. The Christian Democratic Movement (KDH), Democratic Union (DU), Slovak National
Party (SNS), Party of the Democratic Left (SDL), Social Democratic Party of Slovakia (SDSS),
Green Party (SZS), and the parties of Hungarian coalition (MKDH, MOS, Coexistence) all have
extensive international ties. However the ruling coalition parties, HZDS and ZRS (Association of
Workers of Slovakia) do not maintain extensive relationships with parties and similar movements
in other countries.

In spite of a difficult political environment, the collaboration of the diverse minority parties
contributes to the political stabilization of the country and has helped strengthen democratic elements
in society It has also helped promote government adherence to the rule of law.

Political opposition is divided into three groups: The parties which make up the Slovak Democratic
Coalition (SDK), the parties which make up the Hungarian Coalition (MK), and the Party of the
Democratic Left (SDL). The SDL follows an independent leftist policy. The SDK and the MK
parties will cooperate in the upcoming elections.

The Slovak party system is based on the Law on Association in Political Parties and Movements,
from 1991. It has been amended three times since then (1991, 1993, 1994). One of the amendments,
adopted on 21 January, 1993, establishes a legal framework for the activity of political parties and
movements. Financing of political parties is regulated by the Law on Contributions for Political
Parties and Political Movements for the State Budget of the Slovak Republic (1992).

The Law on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic adopted in 1994 sets out a
proportional system consisting of a party candidate list with preferential voting and thresholds for
entry into parliament of five percent for a single party, seven percent for a double or triple coalition
and 10 percent for a coalition of four or more parties. In the Slovak parliamentary elections in 1994
no party emerged with a majority. The Movement for a Democratic Slovakia was the largest vote-
getter with 61 seats. It then formed a coalition with the far-right Slovak National Party (9 seats), and
the far-left Association of Slovak Workers (13 seats). Since that election, a few members of the
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initial ruling coalition have joined the opposition.

The total number of seats currently held by the ruling coalition totals 82, therefore, the coalition
lacks the 90 votes or three-fifths majority necessary to change the constitution, pass constitutional

laws or elect or recall the president.

Other parties or coalitions represented in the parliament include the Hungarian Coalition with 17
seats, the Christian Democratic Party with 15 seats and the Democratic Union of Slovakia with 13
seats. One member from the electoral list of the Christian Democrats, and one from Democratic
Union have become independents. Also represented in the Parliament are the Party of the
Democratic Left with 13 seats, the Social Democratic Party of Slovakia with one seat, the Slovak
Green Party with one seat, and the Agricultural Party with one seat (these individual deputies are
counted as independents). The number of independents is now eight.

With the high degree of political polarization in Parliament, there appears to be little or no consensus
supporting any candidate for the presidency. Many are forecasting 2 constitutional crisis when the
current president's term ends. If no president is elected, most of the presidential powers will be
assumed by the Prime Minister (c.f. section ILA. 1. - Constitution).

TWO ISSUE EVALUATION

I. Electoral Process Issues

LA. Electoral Code and Anticipated Changes

It is anticipated that the present ruling coalition will adopt changes to the national election law in
1998 with little input from opposition parties or non-governmental organizations.

Specific changes include:

1) Change from a proportional to a majoritarian system, potentially excluding many small parties
(including those in the ruling coalition);

2) Change in the administrative delineation to make all of Slovakia a single constituency, effectively
creating a system where party leaders’ (“List Bearers'”) names appear on proportional batlots, rather
than the names of individual candidates;

3) Change to nominate ‘administrative’ members of polling station committees and local election
commissions in place of representative of political parties;

4) Change of the minimum ‘threshold’ levels required to earn parliamentary representation to require
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that each political party within a coalition receive five percent.

It is expected that the new system of electing members of the Council will be through a country-wide
single district system. Some have suggested that the current parliament may increase the threshold
for parties and alliances to 5% for each party in the coalition, which would effectively eliminate
many of the smaller parties, particularly those representing ethnic minorities. Most parties in
opposition to the current government expressed the belief that such a system would put them at a
clear disadvantage in the election. Moreover, groups associated with minority interests (Hungarians,
Roma) expressed dismay over the increase of threshold levels, believing that it would clearly
diminish opportunities to elect members of their groups to the Council. Most preferred a system with
the country divided into at least eight constituency districts. While some members of the ruling
coalition also indicated that they had problems with a single mandate election, they were expected
to support the change anyway out of fear of losing the political power and influence they now enjoy
with the current government.

The courts have complained through rulings that there are not enough specifics in the election code
to provide adequate guidance for the SEC and the courts. There is a general belief that the laws need
to be strengthened and that adequate regulations and procedures need to be adopted to prevent the
confusion which now exists.

1.B. Election Environment

1.B.1. Campaign Period

Under the Article 23 of the election code, the official campaign period starts 23 days before the
election and ends 48 hours before the election begins. During this 21 day period, parties are entitled
to guaranteed access to the mass media to put forth their candidates and platform. Any disputes
regarding the conduct of the mass media during the campaign period are to be decided by the Slovak
Electoral Commission. This procedure has caused some problems since campaign activity tends to
begin in advance of the 23-day period before elections and also in advance of the appointment of the
SEC. Since a SEC is not in place until just 60 days prior to the election, there is no legitimate body
nor legal means to hear complaints about improper activity that may occur prior to the appointment
of the SEC.

I.B.2. Voting Date

The date of the election is set by order of the Chairman of the NRSR at least 80 days in advance.
The election may be held on one day with the polls opened from 7:00 to 18:00. However, the
Chairman has the authority to order that the election be held over a two-day period with the polis
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open from 14:00 to 22:00 on the first day, and from 7:00 to 14:00 on the second. In addition, the
Mayor has the authority to open the polls earlier.

Two-day tradition

The tradition in Slovakia has been to hold the election over a two-day period, typically on a Friday
and Saturday. However, there have been recent calls to conduct the election over a one-day period
to save costs and to insure greater ballot security.

I.C. Voters Lists and Registration

Through the constitution and election code of Slovakia, citizens are guaranteed the right to
participate in elections provided they meet the mandatory age of 18, are a permanent resident of
Slovakia, and have not had their legal rights deprived due to mental condition or imprisonment. For
the upcoming 1998 elections, voters are automatically placed on the rolls by the local authority
(Mayor) based on the information provided by birth registrars. In prior elections, names were placed
on the rolls from information obtained by the local police authority. The local government is to post
a list of all voters on the rolls no later than 30 days prior to the election in local buildings. In housing
complexes with more than 5000 voters, such lists must be posted in each building.

I.C.1. Appeals to Voter Lists

Voters may appeal inaccuracies in the voter list first to the local government, then to the local district
courts. The court has three days to correct any discrepancy brought to its attention and must inform
the voter (in writing) of a denial of any change requested.

I.C.2. Change of Address

Voters who are not in the jurisdiction which contains their name on the voter list may obtain a
certificate from the local authority which shall allow them to cast a ballot at the new polling place.
Such certificate shall also remove them from the voter rolls of the previous jurisdiction.

I.C.3. System of Organization

In some of the larger jurisdictions (Bratisiava & Kosice), the voter lists are generally formulated
using modern techniques including computer-based data systems. However, for the most of the
country, such lists are maintained by hand or by a type-written method.
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1.C.4.. Complaints/Other Registration Problems

Representatives of the Hungarian and Roma minority have stated that many within their groups were
found to be off the rolis on election day. In addition, they indicated that there was little publicity
regarding the process necessary to insure that a Slovak citizen is on the voter lists. The laws
regarding the voter lists are loosely written leaving much to interpretation by the commissions and
courts. Tighter laws must be devised to insure voters full and legal access to the ballot box. Voters
should be entitled to an election day appeal if they are found not to be on the rolls. In addition,
consideration should be given to mail each voter a notice for elections and a notice of registration
at least 10 days prior to the election.

I.D. Election Day Procedures
L.D.1. Receiving Ballots

On election day, voters must show identification to the polling station commissioners then sign their
name on the voter list prior to receiving a ballot. If the voter does not have identification, he/she may
vote if known to at least one member of the polling station commission, or at least two people who
are known to the election commission. If the voter is not on the rolls but comes to vote with an
authorized voting certificate, his name is added on a separate registration list and he is permitted to
receive a ballot.

A voter receives an empty envelope in which he or she will place his or her ballot. Voters can only
receive one set of ballots and may not have assistance in the polling booth unless they request it.
Voters receive a ballot for each party and then select the ballot with the party of their choice. Voters
may then prioritize up to four names on the party ballot. The voter then places the ballot in the
envelope, seals it, then deposits it in the sealed ballot box. Unused ballots of the political parties not
chosen are to be discarded by the voter.

I.D.2. Ballots and Security

Official paper ballots are to be printed by the REC who is responsible for their distribution and
accounting (the Ministry of Interior acts as technical support to the REC and other election
commissions). All ballots are to be of the same color, font and size. Blank ballots must contain the
seal of the regional commission. Before voting, the ballot box is checked to be empty and the unused
ballots, the voter lists, and voting equipment are checked to make sure they are in order.

Ballots boxes are to be sealed by the commissioners prior to the opening of the polls. In addition,
if the election is conducted over a two-day period (as is typically the case in Slovakia), the ballot box
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is to be sealed overnight and, together with the voter lists, it is to be placed in a safe place, as
determined by the chairman of the polling station.

The balloting system in municipal elections follows the French model of party ballots, where voters
deposit an entire ballot for the party of their choice. Additionally, voters may circle up to four
individual candidates names to indicate “preference” in party list order. In the last general election,
voters in some districts were given as many as forty (40) different baliots.

Specific issues include:

1) In addition to the confusion that handling so many ballots cause, the secrecy of the vote was
called into question as political parties had the opportunity to require members to produce all but
their ballot as evidence of a "proper’ vote;

2) Ballots are often double sided due to long lists of party candidates, which gives advantage to
candidates who’s names appear on the front of the ballot;

3) Candidate preference cannot be indicated ‘across party’;

4) Representative composition of the Polling Place Election Commissions is threatened by proposed
changes to nomination procedures, which would allow government appointment of Commissioners,
threatening ballot security through removal of mutual checks and balances between representatives
of Government and opposition parties.

1.D.3 Polling Place Election Commissions

While most PPECs appear to have had adequate party representation in the past to provide proper
checks and balances at the polling stations, it does appear that in some areas, the weakness of the
political parties has allowed for one-party dominance or for the Mayor to appoint members to a
commission. Also, the failure to secure adequate representation by members of ethnic minority
groups appears to be a problem in parts of the country. Lack of adequate party representation at the
polling stations will allow more opportunities for vote fraud.

It is clear that with the plethora of political parties in Slovakia, most of them small, it can be
difficult, if not impossible for the parties to have representation at all 5000 polling stations
throughout Slovakia to provide the proper check and balance which is necessary to prevent fraud.
The political parties should be educated as to their rights and advantage of nomination, and
encouraged to recruit people who will serve on polling station commissions far enough in advance
of elections to allow sufficient training. Deployment of party appointees to areas of real need should
be encouraged and facilitated.

Furthermore, based on extensive meetings, election commissioners at all levels indicated that they
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were not adequately trained or that the training that is provided is not uniform. Some political parties
provide additional training for its members while others do not. Due to this lack of education and
experience, party appointees often lack an adequate understanding of their rights and responsibilities,
Consequently, they are unable to effectively observe the voting and participate in the counting
procedures.

IFES strongly supports the use of political party representatives to the PPECs for two reasons:
a) Direct participation of citizens in the voting process through political parties allows for
an additional and critical level of individual responsibility and awareness, as well as a highly
effective form of national voter education;
b) Broad party representation on PPECs adds additional security and safeguards to the
balloting process through mutual checks and balances between the commissioners (of both
Government and opposition).

1.D.3. Mobile Voting Station

If a voter is unable to come to the polling station on election day due to health conditions, then
he/she may request that two members of the polling station commission bring ballots and a sealed
mobile baliot box to them in order to cast such ballot.

I.D.4. Counting Procedures and Tabulation of Results

Ballots are counted by hand at each of the approximately 5800 polling stations after the polls close
(typically, in two-day elections, at 14:00 on the second balloting day). Unused ballots are placed in
sealed envelopes. Ballot box seals are then broken. Envelopes containing the voted ballots are
removed from the box and those that contain the proper seal are opened for counting. The number
of envelopes used is compared to the signed voter lists for accuracy. Commissions generally
separate the ballots into stacks based on the party choice. Then, after counting the number for each
party, each party list on each ballot is scrutinized and the preferential vote for candidates on the party
lists are then counted. A vote is considered invalid if the envelope contains ballots for more than
one party. The counting process may be observed by all members of the polling station, members
of higher ranking commissions, and any person designated by the SEC to be allowed to observe the
counting process.

Results are placed on a protocol (also called "minutes"), which is to be signed by members of the
polling station commission. This protocol is to contain information regarding the time polls were
opened and closed, number of voters on the list, number who received and returned envelopes,
number of valid votes, number of valid preferential ballots, number of votes for each party and for
each candidate. In addition, any complaints, resolutions or other problems at the polling station are

lad

BAIA

5




to be noted on the protocol. The protocol is then to be transmitted to the district election
commission. Voted ballots and the voter lists are to be resealed then brought to the local
administration office for storage.

After compiling the results from all the polling stations in its jurisdictions and checking for accuracy,
the District Election Commission transmits the information to the Regional Election Commission.
The REC determines the results in a given constituency on the basis of the voting results and
transmits those results to the Slovak Electoral Commission. The SEC then examines the votes from
all the regions and constituencies and determines the mandates won by each political party and the
deputy to be elected. The REC distributes these mandates.

The Ministry-of Interior utilizes the services of an outside accounting company to tabulate the voting
results which it receives from the various regions or districts on election day. Apparently, there is
no provision to have party or independent observers present during this process.

I.LE. Domestic Observers

Since domestic observers are not specifically prohibited by the electoral code, the Slovak Election
Commission has the authority to permit their participation in monitoring all aspects of the election
process. The electoral law appears to give the SEC specific authority to designate domestic and
other observers of the tabulation process. Article 32, “Persons Who May Be Present During the
Tabulation of Votes”, states "Members of electoral commissions ...as well as persons who have
permission of the Slovak Electoral Commission, have the right to be present in the room where
divisional electoral commission is tabulating votes.” While there is no specific mention of such
persons allowed to observe the voting process, there does not seem to be a prohibition against it
either. Therefore, the SEC can issue a resolution allowing domestic observers for the election and
authorizing credentials for same.

There are other countries of the world where domestic observers are not mentioned in the election
law but the central election authority authorizes them anyway. Moldova is one example where this
has happened in recent elections. Pressure was put on the Moldovan CEC by domestic NGOs and
the international community to allow domestic observers during several recent elections. The CEC
subsequently issued a resolution allowing such observers and issued them credentials.

There is no question that the considerable number of democracy/civic related NGOs in Slovakia can
provide a tremendous service to the election process by recruiting, training, and placing independent
observers at polling stations throughout the country. In light of the fact that many polling stations
have only one-party representation and because of the general fear of election manipulation,
independent domestic observers are sorely needed.
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II. Constitutional Court: Election Issues

Perhaps the most respected governmental body in Slovakia is the Constitutional Court which is
located in the eastern Slovak city of Kosice. Keeping with a tradition which started under the
CzechoSlovak government, the Court was deliberately moved to Kosice in 1993 to foster its
independence from the Government. The Court consists of 10 members, all appointed at the same
time by the President of the Republic from a list of 20 candidates proposed by the National Council.
The President also appoints the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Court. Members serve a fixed
term of seven years and may be reappointed. Current Court members were initially appointed on 21
January, 1993. Their terms will expire in January, 2000.

In recent years, the Constitutional Court has been deeply embroiled in controversial election issues.
During the recent referendum election, while the Court ruled that the question on the direct election
of the President was valid, the ruling was ignored by the government and the question was removed
from the ballot. The Court has urged that the law on referendum be changed to avoid such crisis in
the future. In all of 1997, there were 68 election complaints filed with the court. Ten involved the
parliament while 58 concerned local election matters. Of the ten parliamentary complaints, five were
dismissed because they did comply with basic requirements of the law, three were thrown out on
technical grounds, and two were determined on the merits.

II1. Political Process Issues

III.A. Campaigns and Financing

The Slovak governing coalition’s privatization policies since 1994 have resulted in the concentration
of economic power in the hands of a few, primarily party loyalists. This has led to a cliental system
that could reduce funding for non-coalition parties.

The ability of any political party to participate in the grand scheme of things depends upon their
ability to attract a sufficient number of members and to be influential enough to meet the financial
demands of modern day membership drives, campaigning and general expenses.

The constitution requires the separation of political parties from the state. Formally this separation
includes the economic activity of political parties. Political party finances are the province of the
section of the Law on Contributions for Political Parties and Political Movements from the State
Budget of SR, #190/1992 Zb. Expenses on election campaigns are legally limited to 12 million SK
per party, however this limit was not adhered to in the last elections. As such, financing political
parties and movements is a growing problem.
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Slovak law allows political parties and movements to conduct their business only in clearly defined
areas. However, Slovak media revealed in 1996 that HZDS members had founded businesses that
participated in privatization projects in sphere of business activity not covered by the Law on
Political Parties and Movements. The use of these methods to strengthen the position of a particular
party complicates the process of democracy.

Despite these gray areas, existing laws dealing with the activity of political parties and movements
in Slovakia provide an adequate framework for the development of a party system in the Slovak
Republic. The large number of political parties is perhaps a reflection of Slovakia's societal diversity
rather than a mechanical result of the proportional electoral system.

Efforts to decrease the number of political parties by replacing the proportional electoral system with
one that would give over to a “winner take all” system could break down the existing links between
particular groups of the population and established political formations.

III.B. Role of the Media in the Electoral Process

Media access for most political campaigns is limited to the news media outlet that supports that
particular political party, whether it is government or opposition. Newspapers do not give editorial
endorsements, rather, give space to the various political parties for articles and general statements
concerning the party's views with regard to the prevalent issues of the day. Although the number
of independent sources of news is increasing, the government still controls the larger portion of the
broadcast industry. State radio and television are the only broadcast media that reaches all areas of
the country.

In its efforts to appear fair in making state media available for political parties, there is an official
policy regarding air-time for parties before elections within the existing Election Law. Each party
is to be given equal airtime on public electronic media (TV and radio). 21 hours of airtime is divided
equally among all of the parties running for election. Election advertisements, speeches, and
programs are prohibited from being broadcast on any private broadcast media and no additional ads,
outside air-time officially allotted, can be run on public broadcast media. Print media, however, is
not included in this prohibition. There is considerable disagreement with the formula among
opposition parties. Inequality may arise when the state media gives parties unequal coverage during
regular news broadcasts as well.

The Slovak law on elections states that political campaigns may run 23 days, ending at the latest 48
hours prior to the election. Election speeches and programs are prohibited from being broadcast by
any media during this time except for scheduled broadcast time on state radio and television. No
radio or television commercials promoting a candidate or a political party are permitted during this
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period.
II1.C. Non-Governmental Organizations

Slovakia has a vibrant and thriving community of non-governmental organizations. There are a
wide variety of NGOs which supplement and, in many cases replace governmental responsibility in
areas of social concern. A large proportion of the civic and electoral NGOs receive a major portion
of their funding from sources outside the country. Programs are professional, networking and
cooperation are well established, and the organizations are familiar with international standards.

Slovak NGOs are a great force within the country that affect implementation of the rule of law, foster
respect for human rights, prevent conflicts, and involve citizens in democracy through participation.
In Slovakia, the NGOs stimulate individual responsibility and are accomplishing a great deal. But
because they also increase sensitivity to civil and human rights, they are often seen as a nuisance by
the Slovak government.

A substantial danger to the NGO sector at this time is that many NGOs working in the social and
humanitarian sector are dependent on the government for funding. So these organizations are very
cautious in taking an objectionable stance toward the government, Or becoming involved in
“politics.” This creates a line of division in an otherwise very united sector.

Slovak NGOs are active in all areas of sports and recreation, education, social welfare, art and
culture, health care, the environment, and human rights. In 1995 there were more than 15,000
NGOs registered in the country. The Slovak Academic Information Agency - Service Center for
the Third Sector (SAIA-SCTS) is an organization that has worked closely with the Slovak NGO
community and maintains close contact with a large number of Slovak NGOs.

II1.D. Transparency Issues

While there are party representatives allowed on election commissions at all levels, there is some
question as to whether adequate scrutiny is allowed by independent observers. In some areas,
because of the lack of strength of party representatives, the proper checks and balance necessary to
prevent fraud are not present.

The administrative staff of the Ministry of the Interior who have the responsibility of working on the
elections appear to be qualified professionals who are seriously dedicated to their work. However,
one can come to the conclusion that much of the work completed by the Ministry of the Interior
seems to lack scrutiny or input from the public. While the team is not in a position to question the
qualifications or legitimacy of the private accounting firm selected by the Ministry which participates
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in the counting of the ballots, it is recommended that there be greater openness in the selection
process. In addition, political parties and/or others should be permitted to test the
equipment/methods used in the counting process and to be present for the actual counting of the
ballots.

One reasonable interpretation of Article 32 of the election code is that the Slovak Election
Commission can issue credentials to independent domestic observers (such as NGOs) to be stationed
at the polling stations during the vote count. Such observers could be recruited, trained, and used
extensively in the upcoming national election. If the law cannot be changed to specifically allow for
NGO/independent observers or if the SEC refuses to allow such observers, then clarification should
be asked from the court on this issue.

IV. Special Election Issues
IV.A. Fear of Manipulation

While previous elections conducted in Slovakia were generally considered relatively free and fair,
the fiasco that took place during the May, 1997 referendum election has shaken the confidence that
many people had in the election process. There is no question that there is a deep-seated fear that
the election for the upcoming parliamentary and local elections may be manipulated by the
government for its own interest. Those fears include:

- Enacting a new election system without input from the public; particularly from those associated
with the opposition, minority interests and NGOs;

- Adversely influencing the court system to postpone the election or to issue decisions which cause
last-minute confusion and lower voter turnout;

- Manipulating the vote count at the local, regional, and federal levels;

- Free flow of information may be impeded by the vague rules in the new election law and through
more news coverage of the ruling coalition.

IV.B. Discrimination Against Ethnic Minorities

In discussions with several individuals and groups closely associated with ethnic minority interests,
specifically Hungarian and Roma, there was a general belief that there has been an increase in "hate”
speech directed at their groups and that the government has helped to create an atmosphere which
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encouraged such activity.
IV.B.1. Perspectives on the Roma in Slovakia

Many Roma spoke passionately about the discrimination which exist in Slovak society against their
people. They cite lack of good housing and lack of employment as clear examples of such
discrimination. Many believe that the number of Roma is deliberately underestimated by
government officials. They claim that the number of Roma in Slovakia is actually close to 10% of
the population and not less than 5% as commonly believed. Several representatives indicated that
Roma have difficult access to the election process and are frequently not listed on voter rolls on
election day.

IV.B.2. Perspectives of the Ethnic Hungarians in Slovakia

Hungarian representatives expressed dismay at the continued anti-Hungarian rhetoric used by several
political parties, especially those associated with the present government of Prime Minister Vladimir
Meciar. They fear that the present parliament may pass new election legislation that would change
the electoral system to a single-district majoritarian system (or a similar system), which would make
it very difficult for minority interests to have representation in the National Council.

THREE Recommendations

The following three sections describe policy-oriented and procedural changes which address the
process concerns raised by the electoral, legal, and political issues addressed previously.

I. Electoral Process Recommendations
I.A. Election Environment

The problems in the current system tend not to derive from the election laws, but, rather from their
potential misadministration. In addition, current considerations of changes to the system tend to
confuse and alienate the electorate, making them cynical about the ability of the democratic system
to represent their interests. IFES’ primary recommendation, based on this assessment, is to avoid
changes to the type and standards of the electoral system, specifically changes to minimum vote
thresholds for party representation in the National Council.
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Additionally, the election law and basic aspects of the election process (including the system of
representation) should not be altered after the institution of the Slovak (or Central) Election
Commission.

Slovakia is one of the few countries in the region without a permanent election commission. While
current staff from the Interior Ministry appear to be fair and competent, a permanent commission,
representing the spectrum of political thought, may insure greater check and balance. A permanent
central election commission may provide greater stability in the political process, particularly if
opposition parties are included on such commission. Also, since most political parties and citizens
appear to have considerable confidence in the higher courts, Slovakia may consider whether court
members may be appointed to serve on such election commissions, particularly as the Chair of such
commission.

In light of the Government’s intention to promulgate a new election code, increased public
discussion on electoral issues should be considered a priority. Such discussion would be
meaningless, however, unless the ruling coalition and all major opposition coalitions and parties
participate. The current exclusive attitude of the current government risks the promulgation of laws
and other procedural guidelines that will lack the support of the major political players and endanger
the election process as a whole.

In addition, there was a perception of a lack of transparency in both appointments to the core
membership of the election administrative structures and decision making procedures within these
structures, which threaten the legitimacy of the current administrative process. Transparency can
be increased in three specific ways:

1. Appointment procedures and the means by which other administrative issues, such as
logistical and resource-oriented issues on election day, are dealt with must be clarified in the
law or in administrative guidelines;

2. Once the members of the Polling Place Election Commission have been named to election
commissions, all decisions made by these commissions should be made with all members
present, with the rights of these members clearly stated;

3. Communication procedures between the various electoral commissions should be reviewed
and strengthened. Where needed to improve communication, commodity assistance such sa
fax machines, computers and the like should be provided.
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I.B. Voters Lists

While voter lists seem to be satisfactorily maintained and utilized to international standards, on-
going efforts to improve the reliability and transparency of the voter lists should include:

1. A voter information effort designed to instruct electors on the procedures surrounding the
voters list could be conducted. In this effort, registration specific information would be
provided so that voters understood how their names are added to the voters list;

2. ‘The process of compiling a voters list should be subject to greater observation by
international groups and political parties. In fact, an organized review involving ali political
parties could be conducted to randomly check a statistically significant number of names on
the list for currency and accuracy;

3. For those jurisdictions with automated records, database comparisons should be run between
municipalities to search for individuals who may be registered in more than one location.
Voters lists by municipality could be printed out in both address form (as a check for
illegitimate registrations by household); and in numerical or alphabetical order (to check for
duplicate registrations within a municipality). Vital statistics data could also be compared
with voters lists to assess the amount of deceased persons on the list and youths of voting age
who are not yet registered.

1I1. Election Day Procedures
II.A. Ballot Security
Four modifications to enhance the level of ballot security should be developed:

1. Special ballot stock and printing requirements should be introduced. The ballot stock should
possess a watermark which would render counterfeit ballot printing operations extremely
difficult. Domestic (political party or NGO) or international monitors should be permitted
at the ballot printers. The ballot printers should also be required to subscribe to a set of
security procedures which may include burning unused ballot stock or mistaken printing
runs, locking print plates and film when unused, and posting security around printed ballots.

2. Additional security measures should be added to the procedure for distributing ballots to the
voters. Under the current procedure, voters are required to present valid identification, at
which time they will receive their ballot and the Polling Place Election Commission member
will mark the voter’s name as having voted. The voter’s signature should be required,
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increasing the difficulty of fraudulently crossing off a voter’s name.

3. There should be a thorough review of the process of casting a ballot, especially the design
of the ballot paper, for the purpose of making the process of casting a ballot less confusing
to the voter and more equitable to all the candidates. Strong consideration should be given
to a system whereby the party list is posted at each polling station and the voters just select
the parties from the ballot paper. Candidate preferences on individual party list should be
eliminated as they do not include the option to indicate candidates across parties (i.. on

different ballots) and complicate the counting and tabulation process.

ILB. Ballot Counting and Tabulation of Results

The existing insecure system of ballot and protocol data transfer in the tabulation process may be
unavoidable in the short term, but two modifications could be introduced to lend greater transparency
to the process:

L. An additional protocol should be completed and certified by pollworkers and posted outside
each polling station, allowing all voters and monitors to collect and summarize the results
from official documents. Distributing a copy to each expanded member of the PPECs, those
appointed by political parties or other groups fielding candidate lists, would add further
transparency;

2. The Chairman of Slovak National Council, who has the authority to decide whether the
election shall be one or two days, should be urged to conduct the election over a one-day

period. The government should be encouraged to eliminate the opportunity for a two-day
election period, as it considers changes to the election code. If the election is conducted overone
day, then the time period for voting can be extended to perhaps 6:00 to 19:00.

II.C. Parallel Vote Count

It is recommended that some form of a parallel vote count (PVC) be implemented for the
parliamentary election. This advice is based on several factors including: 1) the widespread fear of
manipulation of the electoral process and/or the counting process due to the major problems which
occurred during the failed 1997 referendum election; 2) the expected lack of political party
representation on electoral commissions at the local level in some areas; 3) the fact that the counting
will actually be accomplished by a private company without the benefit of adequate observation by
all political parties. If there is an inadequate number of resources (financial and personnel) to
complete a countrywide parallel count, then perhaps conducting a count in the most problematic

areas could be accomplished by some means.
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The parallel count would be accomplished by sending independent observers to polling stations who
would be present for the closing of the polls and the counting of the ballots. After ballots are counted
and results posted on the official protocols at the polling station, the observer would make a copy
of the information and call it in to a headquarters or substation which would receive such
information. Utilizing an adequate computer counting system, the headquarters would compile the
data received and release it to the public. After the election, data from individual polling stations
will be compared to official results posted by the election authorities. Parallel count results would
not be released prior to the publication of the official count by the government.

Realistically, securing 5800 people to serve as observers is a difficult and costly proposition,
especially if they are all international observers. Using a combination of independent domestic
observers, recruited and trained by NGOs which have been certified by the SEC, combined with a
strong contingent of International Observers would perhaps be the most efficient method of
conducting a parallel count.

The personnel used to secure a parallel count for the election could include the following
possibilities:

International Observers - International organizations such as the European Union (EU), the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations (UN), Council of
Europe, could send people to serve as short-term observers for the election who could also be used
to conduct a parallel count.

NGO Observers - Slovakia appears have a well-developed and broad-based NGO and community
which could play a vital role in serving as independent domestic observers. Such observers could
be trained to conduct an independent parallel count of the election results. At the present time, it is
not clear whether independent NGO observers could be allowed in the polling stations to observe
the count.

Political Parties Representatives - Political party representatives, separate from Polling Place
Election Commission staff, could be asked to participate in a parallel count program.

While a general parallel vote count, based upon domestic and international observation of the entire
voting counting process, is the most effective way of preventing election fraud, a targeted PVC could
be effective in specific areas where there is concern of manipulation. In the event that domestic
monitors are not permitted in polling station, political parties with representation on PPECs in the
area should be encouraged to coordinate the independent recording and counting of results within
a given district. International support and observation of this process may lend an additional level
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I1.D. International Monitors/Observers

Many in the in the opposition have expressed a strong desire that International Observers be present
for the election and the period preceding it to assess whether or not elections proceed freely and
fairly.

The OSCE, EU and other International Organizations as well as individual countries should be
encouraged to send an adequate number of observers for the election itself and to monitor pre-
election activities. Such observers should be deployed to areas of greatest need, particularly to
polling stations where there is one-party dominance. Discussions with the government, opposition
and civic society should begin immediately to secure official invitation and facilitation of observers.
Candidate identification, background briefings, training, and logistical preparations should begin as
early as possible to allow for the most effective observation effort possible.

Based on the Government’s past actions with respect to the OSCE’s involvement in Slovakia and
discussions with government officials, the Slovak Government is expected to be receptive to
international observation of the upcoming elections, as well as a range of related international
assistance. At the same time, it is not clear whether the Government will cooperate fully with a
longer-term activity covering the pre-election and immediate post-election periods, and even beyond.

To be effective, international monitoring of the election process must go beyond the traditional short-
term observation of election day and the week or so preceding it. A successful international presence
should include two complementary facets:

1. Long-term process monitoring of the campaign, dissemination of information, and the media
should be undertake;
2. Critical points and activities in the election process should be monitored, including: the

announcement of elections; candidate and party filing deadlines (which will also determine
if parties are boycotting the elections); opening and closing of the period for scrutinizing and
changing the voters lists; announcement of the polling sites; ballot printing; election day
procedures; counting and tabulation; and adjudication of grievances.

ILE. Polling Place Election Commissions

Four measures should be promoted to increase participation and effectiveness of party
representatives on PPECs:

1. The rights of political party representatives to be represented on polling place election
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commissions should be protected, meeting international and European standards of
transparency and representation.

2. Appropriate individuals must be located to serve on the PPECs. Parties should seek to enlist

the help of “youth wings” affiliated with political parties, student groups, and other NGOs;

3. Party appointees should be deployed more effectively across Slovakia, especially in areas

where particular attention is warranted, should be ensured. Increased coordination among
' parties and organizations with similar interests would also help assure a more balanced

deployment of party appointees on PPECs;

4. Competent training should be provided, along with related materials, so that these appointees

are adequately trained to understand their rights, observe the voting and counting procedure,
and detect indications of fraudulent activities.

II.F. Domestic Observers

While domestic observers are not expressly prohibited by the election law, the permissibility of
domestic observers’ presence at polling stations or other election operations under the law should
be explored in greater detail. Under Article 32 of the Parliamentary Electoral Code, third-party
observers may be present with the permission of the Slovak Electoral Commission.

1. Pressure should be brought to bear upon the SEC by domestic and international organizations
and actors to take a decision permitting the presence of domestic monitors.

2. Local NGO’s active in civic society and development should be approached and trained in
electoral process and monitoring, as well as given assistance in coordinating public awareness
and support of the presence of domestic monitors.

1II.  Political Process Recommendations
IILA. Campaign Activities and Financing

Political party financing is key to development of balanced political opposition in democratic
societies. A breakdown in the political formations and the existing links between particular groups
of the population can result without major adjustments in the ways in which political parties in
Slovakia can legally raise funds. Relevant representatives of the Ministry of the Interior, Slovak
parliament and political parties, the media, and representatives of social institutions should come

€
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together to examine Slovak laws on political party financing and recommend changes during a non-
election period.

Provisions should be established to increase transparency in the campaign process and level the
playing field. A system of campaign finance and expense disclosure should be adopted. Under a
simplified process, the sources of campaign revenue and the expenditures from a campaign would
be revealed in a series of disclosure reports released to the Slovak Election Commission as a public
document on a schedule of days: 30 days prior, 10 days prior, and 30 days after election day.

111.B. Role of the Media in the Electoral Process
IIL.B.1. Media Access

Solicitation of support from the voting public and encouraging large political campaigns to increase
candidate name identification requires heavy media exposure and unlimited access by political
parties and candidates. Slovak political campaigns must be able to use mass media outlets up to the
day of the elections. Access should be dependent upon financial capability and available media
outlets,

Legal restrictions on the amount, type and time period permitted for political campaigns should be
seriously examined by both the legal system and the Parliament. Restrictions on media access
should not be a consideration in a political campaign. All political parties must have the opportunity
to offer their ideas for improving government and to compete with each other and with the ruling
coalition. N

Election related information, involving provisions of the election law, election dates, voters list
information, and the location of polling stations, should be disseminated freely by all media within
Slovakia. Election information for media consumption should be organized into accurate and
understandable packages for dissemination. An election news service and Internet Web site could
be established to provide the media with legal, technical, and campaign-related information about
the elections. The news service could provide information in hard copy through dispatches and press
releases and also by electronic means through e-mail, a web-site, video, and audio actualities,

Newspapers and broadcast media must be permitted and encouraged to make editorial endorsements.
Newspaper and broadcast associations can be instrumental in conveying this message. Workshops
and exchanges for journalists are also helpful. Organizations such as the Center for Independent
Journalism in Bratislava may be a valuable resource for showing journalists the need for increased
involvement in political campaigns, and especially, the utility of political endorsements in any
political campaign.

IFES
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Much more work needs to be done to familiarize Slovak media representatives with the methods
news media outlets function in an open society. This is not just necessary for journalists, but also
for staff and particularly those who own or control operations of the media outlets. Journalists for
the most part, are not operations decision makers in their organization. Changes that need to be
made with regard to media access must also have the imprimatur of owners and department heads
as well as journalists.

Additional specific improvements could include:

1. Measures should be taken to ensure increased availability of media access for all political
parties with a reasonable chance of winning seats. While such a distinction may be difficult
to make, past electoral experience could be taken into account;

2. A code of conduct for media coverage of the campaign period shouid be established to help
ensure fair and accurate coverage. An independent adjudicative body to consider election-
related complaints should also be considered to enforce the code of conduct.

II1.C. Non-governmental Organizations

The Slovak NGO community is a great resource for contacting large segments of Slovak society.
Each segment of society is represented by any number of NGOs. NGOs can be of great assistance
in voter education efforts and reach even the most remote parts of the population. The NGO
community can be an important channel to the development of a nation-wide civic action plan. The
organizations could be instrumental in designing outreach projects and in carrying out such efforts.
Slovakia has great need for voter education in the upcoming September 1998 elections. With an
active plan to coordinate the effort, the Third (Civic) Sector can educate and influence large numbers
of the Slovak population.

One such effort might be a guide for voter education distributed to all Slovak NGO leaders. SAIA-
SCTS is a unique resource in that the organization maintains close ties with the larger portion of the
Slovak NGO community. The organization could be an important starting point for contacting large
numbers of NGOs that could fulfill important roles in educating large segments of Slovak society.
The organization appears to be ready to assist in whatever manner it can to help provide materials
and education efforts to both NGO leaders and the general population.

Although there are many NGOs interested and active in election-related activities from process
monitoring to training, they are constricted by legal, social, and financial burdens. The following
efforts should be made to allow these organizations to function more freely:
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1. Legal provisions concerning the registration and regulation of domestic non-profit
organizations should be simplified and clarified;

2. Public education on the role of the non-governmental community and the importance of
volunteerism in the election process should be undertaken to reduce prejudice and increase

popular involvement in the process;

3. There appear to be many worthwhile election-related projects involving information, training,
and monitoring which should be encouraged through partnerships by working with the
international community and through increased coordination among domestic groups, as well
as through direct funding. Roundtables for interested NGOs should be supported or possibly
an even a more formal association created to foster more election education projects; .

4, Voter education and information materials developed by the Government of Slovakia and
other actors should be distributed to NGOs as well as through classical channels of
dissemination. Similarly, materials developed for pollworkers and election officials should
also be made available to the civic groups and the general public, including secondary
schools and universities.

HI1.D. Voter Information

There is both a need and potential for increasing voter awareness and voter initiative in the electoral
process, particularly targeted toward such traditionally disadvantaged groups as youth, women,
minority groups, and the poor. Such projects, however, would generally have to occur outside of
Government-controlled structures, requiring increased levels of coordination and flexibility. The
first step should be to identify specific segments of the population that are in particular need of
increased attention and the type of education needed. Voter information programs conducted by
political parties, NGOs, and various media outlets should also be encouraged.

There are several political parties, NGOs, and media outlets that are interested in, or have already
begun preparing these types of projects. Greater coordination among these organizations and media
outlets needs to be facilitated to encourage adequate coverage of voter information materials and
programs. An association of NGOs involved in these projects could also network and discuss
targeted audiences and messages.

IV. Recommendations for International Support

Throughout this report, several areas have been identified where the international community could
play a constructive role in supporting the development of pluralism and democracy in Slovakia. The
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active role of the international community and strong civic interest and organization across the
country appear to have opened a window of opportunity for many sectors of Slovak society to affect
positive, systemic change in the electoral process. While the extent and intensity of possible
international involvement is at the moment unknown, it is clear that international monitoring and
assistance in the upcoming elections should be extensive, active, and long-term. The international
community could provide support for the election process both by providing targeted electorally-
oriented assistance and by encouraging the current structures to strengthen the integrity of the
process and increase transparency.

V.A. International Election-Oriented Assistance

Based on the findings in this assessment, the international community should focus their assistance
on the following areas of the election process:

L. Proposed short-term, politically motivated changes to the electoral and related laws should
be strenuously challenged by domestic and international actors;

2. Voter awareness initiatives should be promoted by identifying target groups and effective
projects, producing relevant materials, and initiating republic-wide programs. This should
be accomplished through coordination with political parties and through partnerships and
direct funding of NGOs and media outlets;

3. Greater domestic involvement over the control of the process should be facilitated by creating
and disseminating training materials, and the provision of additional training to Polling Place
Election Committee members who serve some 5,840 stations;

4. Long-term monitoring of both the overall election process and key events, such as the
compilation of voters lists the nomination and registration of candidates, the appointment of
election commissions, administration of elections, and the adjudication of grievances, should
be undertaken;

5. Long-term monitoring of both the private and public media, including direct coverage of
campaigns, access to media by political parties and candidates, and use of the media to
disseminate election related information should also be conducted;

6. The Slovak Election Commission should be encouraged to take a decision allowing the
presence and participation of third-party domestic observers in a manner consistent with
similar European standards. Civic groups, NGOs, and political parties should be provided
training and materials to prepare monitors to effectively recognize inconsistencies in the
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voting process;

7. Given the level of concern voiced regarding security of the vote, a general or targeted parallel
vote count should be considered, to be organized by the international community and

administered by local domestic, civic, or political party observers.
IV.B. International Political Support

The international community should complement its assistance efforts by encouraging the current
structures in Slovakia to strengthen the integrity of the process and increase transparency. In
particular, the international community should do the following:

1. Support must be provided to international entitics and organizations conducting programs
in Slovakia in order to assure their security and ability to conduct their work. Particular
support should be provided for both long- and short-term international observation of the
election process, thereby increasing the integrity of the elections;

2. The Government and the HZDS should be encouraged to sit down with the major opposition
parties and discuss election related issues. Long-term international observers may serve as
intermediaries and facilitate such a dialogue;

3. It should be of primary importance to discourage changing the system of representation and
the current delimitation of electoral districts when considering a new electoral code;

4. The voter lists should be made open to general public scrutiny immediately so that they may
be brought up to date and to increase the overall transparency of the process;

5. The continued growth of the independent media should be encouraged. Likewise excessive
regulation of the media inhibiting such growth should be discouraged.

FOUR CONCLUSION

The current environment in Slovakia provides excellent opportunity for IFES and the international
community to help in stabilizing the democratic system. Slovakia has a variety of strong aspects to
its democracy, including the established election administration and its well-organized civic
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community, indicating the potential for a strong democratization process. Arcas which direly require
constructive redress include the issues of Hungarian and Roma minorities, and the government’s
overshadowing of press and the opposition political parties. The preservation and refinement of the
existing electoral system is an important factor in the maintenance of a democratic pluralist

framework for the country.

International assistance to Slovakia must focus on alleviating problems within the election process
systemically, as opposed to short-term and reactionary measures. Through a more open and
democratic election process, the minority community, as well as the opposition political parties, will
have more of an opportunity to develop their role in the Slovak political landscape.

Slovakia is currently at a crossroads; the decisions made by the Slovak government as well as the
international community will be instrumental in the development of a democratic Slovakia. IFES
is confident that we can do much to help in this development through the facilitation of effective and
representative elections and thereby, through the facilitation of equal opportunity for all to become
involved in the public political process.
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ATTACHMENT A:

Biographical Information of Assessment Team

Alexander T. Knapp
Program Officer - Central and Eastern Europe
International Foundation for Election Systems

Alexander Knapp is the Program Officer responsible
for management and development of projects in the
Central and Eastern European region. He has worked
for IFES on projects in Bosnia, Croatia, Albania and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and acts as the chief
point of contact for the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and other European
multi-lateral organizations. In addition to his
management experience, he has directed logistics and
training of election observers with the OSCE and the
United Nations, and served as the Assistant to the
QSCE Director-General of Election Administration
during the 1996 Bosnian Presidential and Parliamentary
Elections. Prior to IFES, Mr. Knapp worked for the
OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre in Vienna, Austria
and with the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina. He holds a graduate degree in
International Law from the University of Vienna, and a
bachelor’s degree in Conflict Analysis and Resolution
from The American University in Washington D.C.

Paul DeGregorio
Election Law/Administration Specialist

Paul DeGregorio served an eight-year term as Director

of Elections in St. Louis County, Missouri and has since
been recognized by IFES and other organizations to be
an expert in technical aspects of the election process,
including international assistance and observation in
many of the new and established democracies of the
world including: Russia, Kazakhstan, Moldova,
Romania, Albania, Macedonia, China, Cambodia,
Thailand and Japan. As Chairman of the Education and
Training Committee of the International Association of
Clerks, Recorders, Election Officials and Treasurers
(IACREOQT), DeGregorio has been on the forefront of
improving the election administration process in the

United States and the world. He has hosted several
international delegations during their fact-finding
missions to the United States. DeGregorio has written
extensive Pre-Election Technical Assessments of the
clection process in several countries which have
included recommendations for stattory and
administrative improvements and the development of
professional election administration organizations.
DeGregorio has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and
an Associate in Liberal Arts from St Louis Community
College.

Ronald Sereg .
Civic Education and Media Specialist

Ronald Sereg assists in teaching mass communications
classes and is a lecturer in public relations at Central
Missouri State University in Warrensburg, Missouri. He
has more than 25 years experience in mass
communications and public relations. He has directed
public relations for a national medical foundation and
has recently served as a public relations consultant for
the Foundation for a Civil Society and the Democracy
Network Program in Eastern Europe where he assisted
in the transfer of communication skills to the region’s
nascent non-governmental organizations. He has been
a communications consultant for a national public
affairs firm, and has worked for more than ten years in
political communications and as both a staff and
campaign communications director for members of the
United States Congress, He has also served as project
communication advisor as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Colombia, South America. He holds a bachelor of
science degree in journalism from Southern Illinois
University and a master of arts in international
communication and public relations from Central
Missouri State University.
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ATTACHMENT B:

List of Meetings

Pre-Election Technical Assessment in the Slovak Republic
Conducted by the International Foundation for Election Systems

Government Ministries and Agencies

Ministry of Interior: Elections Department

The Good Romany Fairy Kesaj Foundation
Helsinki Committee

Ministry of Interior: Public Administration Section Local Authorities

National Council of the Slovak Republic
- Committee on Ethics

- Committee on Parliamentary Conflicts

Parliamentary Institute

Slovak Academy of Sciences

Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic
Slovak Constitutional Court

Office of Radio and TV Broadcasting

Political Parties

Slovenska Narodna Strana
Democratic Union of Slovakia
Slovak National Party

Movement for a Democratic Slovakia
Hungarian Civic Party

Christian Democratic Party
Association of Workers of Slovakia

Non-Governmental Organizations

Institute for Public Affairs

Milan Simecka Foundation

Open Society Foundation

Sandor Marai Foundation

Slovak Academic Information Agency
The Foundation for Civil Society
[REX/ProMedia

Mesa 10

Office of Legal Protection for Ethnic Minorities

Forum I[nstitute for Social Studies
APEL Foundation

Vice Mayor of the City of Bratislava
Mayor of Kosice
Vice-Mayor of Rozhanovce

Media Outlets .
Dennik SME
NAP (Dunajska Streda)
Radio Twist

International Organizations and Governmental
Agencies

Austrian Embassy

British Embassy

Canadian Embassy

Embassy of the United States

Italian Embassy

Royal Netherlands Embassy

US Agency for International Development

QOther

The Krizan Family

State Orphanage, Nizna Kamenica

Slovak Literature Institute

Former Members of Constitutional Court

Former Member of Central Election Commission
Former Members of Parliament

Romani Actors Group, Kosice
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The Constitution of Slovakia
Approved Sept. 1, 1991

Chapter 1
Section One: Fundamental Provisions

We, the Slovak Nation, mindful of the political and cultural heritage of our forefathers
and of hundreds of years' experience in the struggle for our national existence and statehood, in
the spirit of St. Cyril and St. Metod's tradition, and out of the legacy of the Great Moravian
Empire, based on the natural right of nations to their self-determination, together with the
members of national minorities and ethnic groups living in the territory of the Slovak Republic,
in the interest of everlasting and peaceful cooperation with other democratic countries, striving
to exercise democratic forms of government, striving to guarantee a free life and development
of our spiritual culture and economic prosperity, therefore we, the citizens of the Slovak
Republic herewith resolve, through our representatives, to establish this Constitution.

Article }

1. The Slovak Republic is 2 democratic and sovereign state ruled by the law.. It is bound
neither to an ideology, nor to a religion.

Article 2

1. The power of the State comes from the people who exercise it either through their
representatives or directly.

2. The State authorities shall act only on the basis of the Constitution and to the extent
and in the manner which will be stipulated by law.

3. Everybody is free to do anything that is not prohibited by law and nobody shall be
forced to do something that is not imposed by law.

Article 3

1. The territory of the Slovak Republic is integrated and indivisible.

2. The border of the Slovak Republic can only be changed by a constitutional act.

Article 4

1. Natural wealth, underground water sources, natural healing springs and ‘rivers are under

the ownership of the Slovak Republic.
Article 5 y

1. The conditions for naturalization or deprival of State aitizenship of the Slovak Republic
will be regulated by taw.
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2. No person shall be deprived of citizenship of the Slovak Republic against his own will.
Article 6

1. The Slovak language is the State langﬁage in the territory of the Slovak Republic.

2. The use of languages other than the State language in administrative relations will be

regulated by law.
Article 7

1. The Slovak Republic may, by a free decision, enter 2 union with other states. The right
of secession from such a union shall not be restricted. The joining of a union with other states
or the secession from such a union shall be decided by 2 constitutional law and consequent
referendum.

Article 8 '

1. The State symbols of the Slovak Republic are the State emblem, State banner, State seal
and the State anthem.

Article 9

1. The State symbol of the Slovak Republic depicts 2 red shield of early-Gothic shape with
a silver archiepiscopal cross erected atop the highest of the three blue hillocks placed in the
lower third of the shield.

2. The State banner of the Slovak Republic is composed of three equal parallel horizontal
stripes in white, blue and red, one below the other in that order from the top. The State
symbol is placed in the middle of the upper half of the banner.

3. The State symbol of the Slovak Republic is composed of the State emblem encircled by
the inscription: 'Slovenska republika’. '

4, The State anthem of the Slovak chublic compises the first two strophes of the song
'"Nad Tatrou sa blyska, ) -
5. Other details concerning the State emblem, State banner and the State seal shall be

specified by law.

Article 10
1. Bratislava is the capital of the Slovak Republic.
2. The position of Bratislava as the capital of the Slovak Republic will be stipulated by law.
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Chapter 2: General Rights and Freedoms
Section One: General Provisions

Article 11

1. The international agreements on human rights and basic freedoms which were ratified
by the Slovak Republic and which have been declared legal, take precedence over its laws
whenever they guarantee a wider scope of constitutional rights and freedoms.

Article 12

1. The people are free and equal in their dignity and rights. The basic rights and freedoms
are inalienable, imprescriptible and irreversible.

2. The basic rights and freedoms are guaranteed to evety person in the territory of the
Slovak Republic irrespective of sex, race, color, language, faith and religion, political and other
views, national or social origin, nationality or ethnic origin, wealth, heritage or social position.
On these grounds, no person shall be persecuted, favored or discriminated against.

3. Every person may freely decide his nationality. The decision in this respect must not be
influenced in any way. Any form of pressure directed toward denationalization is prohibited.

4, The exercise of basic human rights and freedoms must not be detrimental to the rights
of any person who exercises them.

Article 13

1. Duties rmay be imposed only on the basis of law, within the limits of law, at the same
time respecting the basic rights and freedoms.

2. The limitation of the basic rights and freedoms may be stipulated on conditions
specified in this Constitution only by law.

3. Any legal restriction of the basic rights and freedoms must have the same effect in all
cases which comply with the legally designated conditions.

4. \Uhenever a restriction will be enforced against the basic rights and freedoms, their
substance and sense must be respected. Such a restriction may be used only for specific
purposes.

Section Two: Basic Human Rights and Freedoms
Article 14
1. Every person is eligible for rights. |
Article 15

1. Everyone has the right to live. Human life is worthy of protection even before bicth.



o2 No person shall be deprived of life.
3. Capital punishment is unacceptable.

4, The rights enforced by this article are not infringed upon if a person is deprived of his
fife by a legally unpunishable action. :

Article 16

1. Inviolability of persons and their privacies is assured. It may be limited only in cases
specified by law.

2. No person shall be tortured, nor be subject to cruel, inhuman ot humiliating treatment
or punishment.

Article 17

1

1. Personal freedom is guaranteed.

2. No person shall be prosecuted or deprived of freedom other than for reasons and in the
manner ordained by law. No person shall be deprived of freedom exclusively because of his
inability to discharge contractual obligation. ' :

3. A person accused or suspected of a crime shall be detained only in cases ordained by
law. The detainee shall be informed of the reasons of detention immediately, interrogated
within twenty-four hours at the latest, and set free ot forwarded to the court. The judge must
hear the person accused within twenty-four hours from the time the accused has been handed
over to the court, and put the accused in custody or set the accused person free.

4. No person accused shall be taken into custody without a well grounded injunction issued
by a judge in writing. A person held in police custody shall be committed to court within
twenty-four hours. The judge must hear the person accused within twenty-four hours from the

time the accused has been committed to the court, and put the accused in custody or set the
person accused free.

5. A person shall be taken into custody only for legally ordained reasons and duration.
6. The law shall stipulate the cases in which a person may be taken into or kept in the care
of a mental hospital without the person's consent. Such a provision shall be announced to the

court within twenty-four hours and the court shall justify or abolish it within five days.

7. Any examination of the mental health of a person accused of a criminal offense is
possible only on the basis of a written injunction issued by a court.

Article 18

1. No person shall be submitted to involuntacy wozk or servitude.

2. The provision of paragraph 1 does not apply to:
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a. the works ordained by law to persons serving sentence in prison ot {0 persons in
punitive service which substitutes imprisonment,

b. military service ot other service ordained by law in substitute of compulsory
military secvice;

C. services ordained by law in the case of 2 natural disaster, accident or other
situations endangering human lives, health or considerable property values;

d. activities ordained by law to protect lives, health of people's rights.
Article 19
1. Every person is entitled to the presecvation of his human dignity, personal honor,

reputation and to the protection of his name.

2. Evety person is entitled to demand protection against unjustified interference in his -
private and family life.

3. Every person has 2 right to demand protection against unjustified obtaining, publishing
and/or any other forms of misuse of personal data.

A:_ticle 20

1. Every person has the night to own property. The ownership rights of all owners are
equal and have equal protection. Inheritance is guaranteed.

2. The law will specify which property values - in addition to those quoted in Article 4 of
this Constitution - necessary to satisfy the needs of society, to support the development of the
national economy or those in the public interest, shall be exclusively owned by the State,

municipalities or certain legal persons. At the same time, the law may ordain that some property
shall be exclusively owned by the citizens or legal persons residing in the Slovak Republic.

3. Ownership is an obligation. It shall neither be misused to the detriment of others nor
used at variance with general interests protected by law. The exercise of this law must not

damage human health, nature, historic monuments and the environment over legally accepted
limits.

4. Expropriation or forced limitation of ownership rights is possible only in the public
interest and may only be executed on the basis of a law of fair compensation.

Article 21

1. The place of abode is iaviolable. It shall not be entered without the consent of its
dweller.

2. Home search is acceptable only for the purpose-of 2 criminal investigation or judicial
proceedings. It can be made only on the basis of 2 seacch warrant issued by a judge in writing:
The manner of the execution of a home search shall be regulated by law.
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3. Other infringements of the home inviolability shall be legal only if they are, in 2
democratic society, necessary for the protection of lives, health and personal freedom of other
persons o if they are necessary to avett serious danger to public order and security. Should a

dwelling or residence also be used for business purpose or for ‘other economic activities, such an
infringement shall be legal if it is necessary for the public administration to perform its functon.

Article 22

1. The secrecy of correspondence, transferred news and other written documents as well as
the protection of personal data is guaranteed.

2. No person shall break the secrecy of correspondence nor the secrecy of other written
documnents and records which are either kept in privacy or sent by mail or other means of
transmission, except for cases specified by law. Also guaranteed is the secrecy of the news
transmitted via telephone, telegraph or similac device.

Article 23
1. The freedom of migration and the freedom of domicile are guaranteed.

2, Every person staying legally in the territory of the Slovak Republic has the right to leave
it freely. : :

3. The freedoms listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 may be legally restricted if such a restriction is
necessary for the security of the State or necessary to maintain public order, to protect health or
rights and freedoms of other persons and, in certain areas, to protect nature.

4. Every citizen has the right to enter the territory of the Slovak Republic without
restcictions. No citizen shall be forced to leave his homeland. No citizen shall be expelled or
sent out to other countries.

5. Foreigners may be expelled only in cases ordained by law.
Article 24
1. The freedom of thought, conscience, religion and creed are guaranteed. This right also

includes the possibility to change one's religious affiliation or creed. Every person has the right
to be religiously indifferent. Every person has the right to express this thoughts freely.

2. Every person has the right to practice his religion privately or in public, individually or
with others, through religious masses, offices or education.

3. Churches and religious communities shalt administer their affairs themselves having the
right to establish theic authorities, to appoint their clerical officials and to found religious orders
and other institutions independent of State authorities.

4. The exercise or the rights listed in paragraphs 1,2 and 3 of this Article may be restricted
by law only if such restriction is, in a democratic society, necessary for the protection of public
security and order, the health and morality of people, ot if the rights and freedoms of other
persons are jcopardized.
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Article 25
1. The defense of the Slovak Republic is a matter of honor for every citizen.
. 2. No person shall be forced to serve in the Army if this dutf is at variance with his

conscience or teligious affiliation. The details will be specified by law.

Section Three: Political Rights

Article 26
1. The freedom of expression and the right to information are guaranteed.
2. Every person has the right to express his opinions orally, in writing, in pictures, through

the Press or in other ways, as well as the right to seek, receive and communicate ideas and
information regardless of the State frontier. The Press is not subject to State authority:
Business activities in radio and television broadcasting may be subject to State authorization.
The law will specify other details.

3. Censorship is prohibited.

4. The freedom of speech and the right to seek and broadcast information may be
restricted by law if such a restriction s, in a democratic society, necessary for the protection of
the rights and freedoms of other persons, for the security of the State and public, and for public
health and morality.

5. The State central authorities and the authorities of regional administrations must provide -
‘nformation about their activities in a reasonable manner and in State language. The conditons
for the execution of this paragraph will be set by law.

Article 27

1. The right to petition is guaranfecd. Every person, either individually or in collaboration
with others, has the tight to petition the State authorities and the authorities of regional
administrations, to submit proposals and to lodge complaints.

2. No petition shall appeal for the infringement of basic human rights and freedoms
guaranteed herein.

3. No petition shall infringe on the independence of the courts.

Article 28

1. The right to assemble peacefully is guaranteed.

2. This right may be restricted by law when an assembly is held in a public place or

whenever such a cestriction is, in a democratic society, necessary for the protection of the rights
and Frecdoms of other persons, tor the protection of public order, health and morality,



property, or whenever the security of the State requites so. The holding of an assembly shall '
not be subject to the authorization by the authority of public administration.

Article 29

1. The right to unite freely is guaranteed. Every person has the right to'be 2 member of 2
union, community, society or any other association.

2. The citizens have the right to found political parties and movements and unite among
themselves.

3. The exercise of the rights specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 may be legally restricted only
in the cases specified by law if such a restriction is, in a democratic society, necessary for the
security of the State, for the protection of public security and public order, or whenever it
serves to avert crime or to protect the rights and freedoms of other persons.

4. Political parties and movements, as well as other associations are separate from the State.
Article 30
1. The citizens have the right to participate in the administration of public affairs either

directly or through the free election of their representatives.
2. “The election terms must not exceed regular election terms ordained by law.

3. The right to vote is universal, direct and equal. It is exercised through a secret ballot.
The conditions for the exercise of the voting right will be set by law.

4. The conditions for citizens' access to elected functions and other public posts are equal.
Article 31

1. All political rights and freedoms shall be legally established, explained and exercised in
such a manner that will facilitate and protect the free competition of political forces in 2
democratic soclety.

Article 32

1. The citizens have the right to oppose anyone who would attempt to remove the

democratic order of the human rights and basic freedoms cited in this Constitutions, whenever
the activities of constitutional bodies and he use of legal means are precluded or not available.

Section Four: The Rights of National Minorities and Ethnic Groups
Article 33

1. The membership in any national minority or ethnic group whatsoever must not be
detrimental to any person.
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Article 34

1. The universal advancement of citizens who are members of national minorities and
ethnic groups shall be assured, first of all the right to develop their own culture with other
members of the national minority, the right to broadcast and receive information in their
mother tongue, the right to unite themselves in national associations and the right to found and
maintain educational and cultural institutions. The law shall specify other details.

2. Respecting the conditions ordained by law, the citizens who belong to national
minorities and ethnic groups, in addition to the right to acquire their mother tongue, are also
legally entitled:

2. to education in their mother tongue;

b. to use their language in administrative relations;

c. ¢ to participate in the solution of issues conceming the national minorities and
ethnic groups.

3. The exercise of the rights of the citizens who belong to national minorities or ethnic
groups, and which are guaranteed by this Constitution, must not lead to the breach of integnity
of the Slovak Republic or to discrimination against other citizens in Slovakia's territory.
Section Five: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Article 35

1. Every person has the right to a free choice of profession and vocational training as well
as to do business and pecform other commercial activities.

2. The conditions and restrictions for certain occupations or activities may be specified by
law.
3. Citizens have the right to work. Those who cannot exercise this right through no fault

of their own shall obtain adequate material aid from the State. The conditions of this are
stipulated by law. .

4. The law may impose different ;:egulations for foreign citizens concerning their rights
under paragraphs 1 to 3.

Article 36

1. Employees are entitled to fair and satisfactory working conditions. The law ensures
particularly:

a. the right to work and to be remunerated-sufficiently enough to keep an adequate
living standard; '
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protection against arbitrary dism-issal and discrimination;

safety regulations and protection of health at work;

the maximum number of working hours;

adequate rest afterwork;

the minimum allowable term of paid leave for recuperation;
g the right to collective negotiation.

Article 37

1. Every person is entitled to form a free association with others to protect his economic
and social interests.

2. Trade unions are independent of the State. It is inadmissible to limit the number of
trade unions or to give preference to some of them within 2 company or economic sector.

3. The activities of trade unions and other associations established for the protection of

economic and social interests may be restricted by law in cases when necessary measures have to
be taken for the protection of democracy, State security, public order or the rights and
freedoms of others. ‘ '

4, The right to strike is guaranteed. The conditions will be fixed by law. Judges, public
prosecutors, members of the armed forces, police corps and fire brigades do not have this right.

Article 38

1. Women, juveniles and handicapped or disabled persons are entitled to an increased
protection of health at work and to special working conditions.

2. Juveniles and handicapped persons are entitled to special protection of health at work
and to assistance in their occupational training.

3. Details concerning the rights listed under paragraphs 1 and 2 will be specified by law.

Article 39

1. Every citizen is entitled to adequate old-age benefits, disability benefits and widow's
allowances.

2. Every person who is in financial difficulty has 2 right to such support which is necessary
to assure his basic living standard.

3. Details are specitied by law.
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Article 40

1. Every person is entitled to health protection. On the basis of public insurance, citizens
are entitled to free health care and sanitary aids on conditions fixed by law.

Article 41

1. Marriage, parenthood and the family are protected by law. Children and juveniles are
under special legal protection.

2. Special care, protection at work and adequate working conditions are guaranteed for
women during pregnancy. '

3. Children botn of a marriage and those bom out of wedlock have equal rights.

4, The care and rearing of children is the right of their parents. The children are entitled to

‘parental care and upbringing. The rights of parents may be restricted and juveniles may be -

separated from their parents against the patents’ will only by the decision of the court according
to law. ' )

5. Parents who provide for their children are entitled to support from the State.

6. Othet details concerning the rights under pgragfaphs 1 to 15 will be specified by law.
Article 42

1. Every person has 2 right to education. The compulsory school age is determined by law.
2. Citizens are entitled to free elementary and secondary education, and to higher

¢ducation according to theit individual abilities and the possibilities of society.

3. The establishment of private schools is only possible on conditions fixed by law. These
schools may provide education for school fees.

4. The conditions on which citizens are entitled to State support during their studies are
specified by law. i

Article 43

1. The freedom of scientific reseacch and the arts is guaranteed. The right to the results of
creative intellectual activity is protected by law.

-2 The right to access o our cultural heritage is guarantecd on conditions fixed by law.

Section Six: Care of the Environment and Cultural Heutage

Article 44

1. Every person has the right to 2 favorable environment.
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2. Every person is obliged to protect and cultivate the environment and cultural heritage.

3. Nobody may endanger or damage the environment, natural resources and cultural
monuments beyond the limits stipulated by law. .

4, The State shall provide for an efficient utilization of natural resoutces, 2 balanced
ecology, and an effective protection of the environment.

Article 45

1. Fvery person has a right to complete and current information on the condition of the
environment and the causes and consequences of this State.

Section Seven: Right to Judicial and Other Legal Protection

Article 46
1. Every person may asset his right sin 2 way fixed by law in an independent and impartial
court or, in cases specified by law, at other institutions of the Slovak Republic.

2. Unless the law stipulates otherwise, anybody who claims to have suffered injustice by 2
decision of an administrative body may appeal to the court of reconsider that decision. The
reconsideration of decisions concerning the basic rightsand freedoms shall not be excluded
from the powers of the court. '

3. Every person is entitled to compensation for damages caused to him by an unlawful
decision of the court or other body of State administration, or by an incorrect official
procedure.

4. The conditions and details for judicial and other legal protection will be specified by law.
Axticle 47
1. Every person is entitled to refuse to give evidence by which he could expose himself or

a person close to him to the danger of being prosecuted.

2. Every person is entitled to legal assistance in judicial proceedings in court, or before
other bodies of State administration from the very beginning of the legal process under
conditions fixed by law.

3. All participants in legal proceedings are equal.

4. If a person declares he does not speak the language in which the legal process is
conducted, he is entitled to an interpreter. -

Article 48

N

1. No person shall be taken away form his legally appointed judge. Appurtenance to the
court will be ruled by law.
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2. Every person is entitled to 2 public hearing without unnecessary delay in his presence sot
that he may react to the evidence given by witnesses. The public may be excluded only in cases
fixed by law.

Article 49

1. Only the law can determine which acts are criminal offenses and what punishment, or
penalty, may be inflicted on the perpetrator.

Article 50

1. The verdict and punishment fora criminal offense may only be judged by a court of
justice. _

2. Every person standing for wrial in court is considered to be innocent untl he is declared
guilty by a legally valid verdict of the court. ' '

3. The accused is entitled to have the time and possibility to prepare his defense and to
defend himself personally or to engage a counse! for his defense.

4. The accused is entitled to refuse to give evidence and he cannot be deprived of this right
in any way. h '
5. No person shall be prosecuted for a criminal offense for the commitment of which he

was already sentenced or acquitted. This principle does not exclude the possibility of using
extraordinary amendments in accordance with the law. :

6. A criminal offense is judged and the punishment is inflicted according to the law which
was in force at the time the offense was committed. A law enacted later is only applied if it is
more Favorable for the perpetrator.

Section Eight: Common Provisions Concerning Chapters One and Two

Article 51

1. The rights under Articles 35 and 36, Article 37, paragraph 4, Article 38 to 42 and Articles
44 to 46 of this Constitution may only be claimed within the range of the laws which put these
rights into force.

Article 52

1. The term 'citizen' used in Chapter One and Two of this Constitution refers to a citizen
of the Slovak Republic. :

2. Foreigners in the Slovak Republic have all the human rights and basic freedoms
guaranteed by this Constitution, unless they are exclusivély granted to citizens of the Slovak
Republic.
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3. The term 'citizen' used in legal regulations refers to every person in the case of freedoms

and rights guaranteed by this Constitution regardless of citizenship.

Article 53

1, The Slovak Republic grants thie right of asylum to foreigners persecuted for the exercise
of their political rights and freedoms. Those who acted in contradiction with the basic human

rights and freedoms maybe refused the right of asylum.

Article 54

1. The law may restrict the right of judges and public prosecutors o private business and
other economic activity and the rights under Acticle 29 paragraph 2; the right of employees of
the State administration and regional self-governments in leading positions, which are also
determined by the rights under Article 37 paragraph 4. The rights of members of the armed
forces and police corps under Articles 27 and 28 may be restricted if they are related to the
performance of theit duties. The law may restrict the right to strike in the case of occupations
which are necessary for the protection of human life and health.

Chapter 3 .
Section One: Economy of the Slovak Republic
Article 55

1. The economy of the Slovak Republic is based on the principles of 2 socially and
ecologically oriented market economy.

2. The Slovak Republic shall protect and support free economic competition. The law will
specify other details.

Article 56

1. The Slovak Republic will establish its central bank. The law will specify other details.

Article 57

1. The Slovak Republic is one customs territory.

Article 58

1. The fiscal policy of the Slovak Republic is based on the national State budget. The State

budget shall be adopted by law.

2. Budgetary revenucs, budgetary rules and the ¢
local budgets will be regulated by law. '

3. The Government may, for specific purposes and undec legally specified conditions,

create State-budget funds.

elations between the national budget and
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Article 59
1. Taxes and other fees are collected locally or nationally.
2. Taxes and fees may be imposed _oniy on the basis of law.

Section Two: Supreme Bureau of Inspection

Article 60

1. The Suprerme Bureau of Inspection is an independent body which supervises the
administration of budgetary means, State property, ownership rights and claims of the State.

Article 61

1. The Supreme Bureau of Inspection is led by a Chairman. The Chairman and the Vice
Chaicmen of the Supreme Bureau of Inspection are elected and recalled by the National Council
of the Slovak Republic. :

2. Every citizen of the Slovak Republic who may be elected to the National Council of the
Slovak Republic is eligible for the post of the Chairman of the Supreme Bureau of Inspecton.

3. No Chairman of the Supreme Bureau of Inspection shall be elected to more than two
consecutive five-year terms.

4. The Office of Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Supreme Bureau of Inspection is
incompatible with any other office in the State administration, territorial self-government or as
an authority for a legal person active in business.

Article 62

1. The Supreme Bureau of Inspection shall submit its report on the results of inspection
to the National Council of the Slovak Republic at least once 2 year.

-,

Article 63

1. The authority, legal power and internal structure of organization will be specified by law.

Chapter 4: Territoral Self-Administration

lj Article 64

b 1. The municipality is the basic unit of tertitorial self-administration.

'] 2. The municipality is an independent territorial and administrative unit of the Slovak
Republic, which associates persons permanently cesidenf on its tecritory.

' ] . 3. The seit’-ndministmﬁon of ternitorial units on higher levels will be regulated by law.




Article 65

1. The municipality is 2 juridical entity which administers its own property and financial
means under legally specified conditions.

2. Municipalities cover their financial needs preferably form their own revenues as well as
from State subsidies. The law will specify which tax revenues must flow to municipal budgets.
State subsidies may be claimed only within the limits of law.

Article 60

1. The municipality is entitled to make associations with other municipal units to provide
for the joint administration of spheres in their common interests.

Asticle 67

1. Every municipality is independent in making decisions about issues relating to its
territorial self-administration; any duties and/or restrictions imposed upon 2 municipality must
be legaily grounded. Issues concerning the territorial self-administration are decided at citizens’
assemblies, in local referendum or through municipal authorities.

_ Article 68

1. The municipality may issue its own decrees and regulations in matters concerning the
territorial self-administration.

Article 69

1. The following are municipal authorities:
a.  the Municipal (City) Council;
b. the Mayor.

2. The Municipal Council consists of councilors. The councilors are elected directly in
municipal election by a secret ballot.

3. The Mayor is elected by the citizens of the municipality on the basis of a universal, direct
and equal election through a secret ballot. The Mayor is an executive authority of the
municipality. He runs the municipal administration and represents his municipality externally.

Article 70

1. The law will determine the conditions for declaring a municipality a town and it will also
specify the denomination of authorities in towns.

Article 71

1. Certain tasks and obligations of the State administration may be transferred under the

authority ot municipalities by 2 legal regutation. The costs of the thus transferred tasks will be
covered by the State. :
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2. If empowered by law, a municipality may issue its own decrees and regulations within its
territorial jurisdiction. The execution of the State administration transferred to municipahities
will be controlled and supervised by the Government. Details will be specified by law.

Chapter 5: Legislative Power
Section One: The National Council of the Slovak Republic

Article 72

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic is the only Constitution and law-making
legislative body of the Slovak Republic.

Article 73

1. 'I'he'lNational Council of the Slovak Republic has 150 deputies elected to a four-year
term. '

2. The deputies are representatives of the citizens. They exercise their mandates
personally, according to the best of their conscience and convictions and are not bound by any

orders.

Article 74
1. Deputies are elected in the general, equal and direct election by a secret ballot.
2. No citizen shall be elected deputy who lacks the right to vote, who does not have a

permanent residence in the territory of the Slovak Republic and who has not attained the age of
twenty-one years.

3. Other details concerning the election of deputies will be specified by law.
Article 75
1. Every deputy shall take the following oath at the first session of the National Council of

the Slovak Republic he is attending: 'On my honor and my conscience I do promise my faith to
the Slovak Republic. I shall fulfill my duties in the interest of the people. I shall obey the
Constitution and other laws of the Slovak Republic and I shall strive to embody them through

my wo k.

2. Any deputy who refuses to take this oath or who would take it with reservations shall
lose his mandate. -

Article 76

1. The validity of the election of deputies is véﬁﬁegﬂ by the National Council of the Slovak
Republic. -
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Article 77

tible with the office of President, no deputy shall

1. The Office of deputy is not compa
ber of police cotps, a ptison guard or 2 professional

simultaneously be a judge, prosecutor, mem
soldier or Army officer.
the Slovak Republic, his

2. Whenever a deputy becomes 2 member of the Government of
sed during his tenure

parliamentary mandate does not become extinet, it is, however, not exerct

in governmental office.

Article 78

1. No deputy shall be persecuted for his voting in the National Council of the Slovak
Republic, even after his parliamentary rmandate has expired. For their statements delivered in
the Parliament the deputies adhere exclusively to the disciplinary judisdiction of the National

Council of the Slovak Republic.

ary prosecution and they shall
Slovak Republic. Once the

tion is ircevocably

2. Deputies shall be privileged from any criminal or disciplin
not be arrested without the consent of the National Council of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic withholds its consent, persecu

terminated.

crime, the authority competent will announce
Slovak Republic. Unless the Mandate and
lic gives its consent to an

3. In the case where a deputy is accused of 2
it to the Chairman of the National Council of the
Immunity Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Repub

arrest, the deputy accused must be set free without delay.

Article 79

er he has learnt during the

to give testimony about whatev
2 member of the National

1. Any deputy may refuse
ffice even after he ceases to be

execution of his parliamentary ©
Council of the Slovak Republic.
Article 80 .

¢, individual members of the Government
tration in issues within theit

his interpellation within thirty

1. Any deputy may intecpellate the Governmen
or the heads of other central authorities of the State adminis
cespective jutisdiction. The deputy must receive an answer to

days.
d at the session of the National Council of

2. Every answer to interpellation will be discusse
te of censure to the respondent.

the Slovak Republic. The discussion may result in 2 vO

Article 81

diamentary miandate. The mandate of a deputy becomes

1. The deputy may give up his pa
onally serious and intentional criminal offense.

extinet if he is sentenced for an exceptt




Article 82
1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic is in a continual session.
2. The constituent session of the National Council of the Slovak Republic will be called by

the President within thicty days from the date of the official declaration of the election results.
Should he fail doing so, the National Council of the Slovak Republic shall convene itself on the
thirtieth day from the official declaration of the election results.

3. The National Council of the Slovak Republic may adjourn its session by resolution. Any
adjournment must not be longer than four months in one calendar year. During the
adjournment, the Chairman, Vice Chairmen and Committees of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic execute their office.

4. Dufing the adjournment, the Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
may call the session of the Parliament also before the originally scheduled date of resumption.
He shall do this whenever the Government or at least one-fifth of the deputies require it.

5. The National Council of the Slovak Republic closes its session at the end of its election
term or on the date of its dissolution.

Article 83
1. The meetings of the National Council of the Slovak Republic are called by its Chairman.

2. The Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic must call the session of
the National Council of the Slovak Republic whenever at least one-fifth of the deputies require
it. In this case, the Chairman must call the session within seven days.

3. The sessions of the National Council of the Slovak Republic are open to the public.

4, The sessions of the National Council of the Slovak Republic may be closed to the public
only in the cases stipulated by law or whenever 2 decision to exclude the public is supported by
a three-fifths majority of all deputies.

Article 84

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic has a quorum only if more than 2 half of
all its deputies are present.

2. The resolution of the National Council of the Slovak Republic is effective only if more
than half of the deputies present vote for it, unless this Constitution stipulates otherwise.

3. The support of at least a three-fifths majority of all deputies is required to adopt or
amend this Constitution or and Constitutional law, to elect or to recall the President and to
declare war on another state. -

N

Article 85

1. If the National Council of the Slovak Republic or any of its authorities requires so, any

19



member of the Government and any head of the cent

ral authority of State administration must

attend the session of the National Council of the Slovak Republic or the session of its authority.

Article 86

1.

The National Council of the Slovak Republic has the power to:

a. adopt the Constitution, constitutional and other laws and supetvise their
execution;

b. elect and recall the President of the Slovak Republic by a secret ballot;

c. adopt a constitutional law on joining 2 union of states and on the abrogation of
such an agreement; '

d. decide on the proposal to call a referendum;

!
e. prior to their ratification, give consent to international political agreements,
. \ternational economic agreements of 2 general nature and to other international
agreements the execution of which requires the adoption of 2 constitutional law;

- f. enact the establishment of ministries and other bodies of the state

administration;
g discuss the Program of the Slovak Republic, supervise the activities of the

Government and pass a vote of confidence or censure on the Government or its
members;

h. approve the State budget, supervise its accomplishment and approve the closing
accounts of the state;

1. discuss the essential questions of internal, international, economic and social
policies; '
i elect judges, elect the Chairman and Vice Chaicmen of the Supreme Court, the

Chairman and Vice Chairmen of the Constitutional Court and the Chairman and Vice
Chairmen of the Supreme Bureau of Inspection;

k. adopt a resolution to declare war in the Slovak Republic is attacked, or it such a
declacation ensues from the obligations of intecnational treaties which speak of a joint

defense against an attack;

l. give its consent to the mission of the armed forces of the Slovak Republic
outside its territory.

~ Article 87

A bill may be submitted by the committee of the National Council of the Slovak

Republic, deputies and by the Government of the Slovak Republic.

an




2. Any law approved by the National Council of the Slovak Republic shall be signed by the
Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, the President of the Slovak Republic

and the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic.

3, If the President returns 2 constitutional law or a law with comments, the National
Council of the Slovak Republic will discuss the constitutional law or other pertinent laws again
and, if approved, such a law shall be declared legal.

4. The President of the Slovak Republic shall return the law specified in paragraph 3 with
comments any time the Government of the Slovak Republic requests him to do so.

5. A law becomes effective by its declaration. Other details will be specified by law.

Article 88

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic must discuss a proposal to put the
confidence in the Government to vote whenever such a proposal is supported by at least

one-fifth of all deputies.

)
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2. A quorum of more than 50% of all deputies is needed to pass a vote of censure on the
Government or its individual members.

Article 89

1. The Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic is elected and recalled by
a simple majority of all deputies in a secret ballot. The Chairman is responsible exclusively to
" the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

1

2. The Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic:

a summons and presides over the sessions of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic;
b. signs the Constitution, constitutional and other laws;

c. administers the oath taken by the deputies of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic;

d. administers the oath taken by the President of the Slovak Republic;

e. administers the oath taken by judges, Chairman of the Supreme Court and the
Chairman of the Constitutional Court;

f. call the election to the National Council of the Slovak Republic.””

. The Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic remains in office even
after the election term of Parliament has expired and until the National Council of the Slovak

Republic elects its new Chairman.
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Article 90

1. The Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic is deputized by Deputy
Chaicmen. A simple majority of all deputies in a secret ballot is needed to appoint or recall the
Deputy Chairmen. Deputy Chairmen are responsible to the National Council of the Slovak
Republic.

2. The provision of Article 89, paragraph 3 also applies to Deputy Chairmen of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic. :

Article 91

1. The activities of the National Council of the Slovak Republic are conducted and
organized by the Chairman and the Deputy Chairmen.

Article 92

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic constitutes from among its deputies the
committees as its OWN SUPErVisory authorities. The chairmen of the committees are elected in 2
secret ballot.

2. The procedures at sessions of the National Couricil of the Slovak Republic and its
committees will be regulated by law. ,

Section Two: Referendums

Article 93

1. A referendum is called to confirm a constitutional law on the Slovak Republic's joining
with another state oron a withdrawal from such a union.

2. Referendums may also decide other important questions of public interest.

3. Basic rights and freedoms, taxes, inland revenues and the State budget shall not be
subject to referendum.

Arsticle 94

1. Every citizen of the Slovak Republic who is eligible to vote in the election to the
National Council of the Stovak Republic has the right to vote in the referendum.

Article 95

1. A referendum is called by the President of the Slovak Republic when its holding is
petitioned by 350,000 citizens or whenever the National Council of the Slovak Republic resolves
to call it, and no later than thirty days from the receipt of the petition or from the date the
National Council of the Slovak Republic adopts its resolution.
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Article 96

1. A proposal to adopta resolution by the National Council of the Slovak Republic calling
for a refecendum may be submitted by the deputies of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic or by the Government of the Slovak Republic.

2. Any referendum must be held within ninety days from the date it has been called by the
President.

Article 97

1. No referendum shall be held in a ninety-day period before the elections to the National
Council of the Slovak Republic.

2. Referendums may also be held on the day of the election to the National Council of the
Slovak Republic. ' _

Article 98

1. The result of 2 referendum is valid if more than half of all eligible voters take part in it
and more than 50% of the votes were positive.

2. Any valid decision obtained by a referendum will be enacted by the declaration of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic. '

Article 99

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic may legally amend or abolish the result of
4 referendum within three years from the date it has become effective.

2. No referendum on the same issue shall be held sooner than within three years from the
original referendum.

Asticle 100

1. The execution of a referendurm will be regulated by law.

Chapter 6: Executive Power

Article 101
1. The President is the head of the Slovak Republic.

2. The President is elected by the National Council of the Slovak RepuBlic in a secret ballot
to a five-year term. '

ze

3. A three-fifths majority of all deputies is required fora presidential candidate to be
clected President.




4. For the execution of his office, the President is responsible to the National Council of
the Slovak Republic.

Article 102
1 The President:
a. represents the Slovak Republic internationally, negotiates and ratifies

international agreements. The President may entrust the Government, or, if the
Government agrees he also may entrust individual ministers with negotiating those
international agreements which did not require the consent of the National Council of

the Slovak Republic;
b. receives and gives credential to envoys;

c. convenes constituent sessions of the National Council of the Slovak Republic;
d. may dissolve the National Council of the Slovak Republic if it rejects the
Program of the Slovak Government in three consecutive votes within six months from
the elections. Following this procedute, the President must hear the standpoint of the
Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. The new parliamentary
election will be called by the Chairman National Council of the Slovak Republic within

thirty days;
e. signs laws;
f. appoints and recalls the Prime Minister and other members of the Government,

puts the ministers in charge of their departments and receives their resignation; the
President recalls the Prime Minister and other members of the Government in the cases
quoted in Articles 115 and 116;

g appoints and recalls the heads of the authorities of the central administration and
other top officials of the State in legally stipulated cases; promotes university professors
and rectors (chancellors), appoints and promotes Army generals;

h. confers orders unless he empowers other authorities to do this;

i. grants amnesty, pardons and commutes sentences imposed by courts, ordains
courts not to launch or, if launched to stop some ciminal proceedings and may order
deletion of a criminal record from police and court files;

i- is the chief commander of the armed forces;

k. on the basis of a Government proposal, the President declares war emergency,
on the basis a Slovak National Council proposal the President declares war if the
Republic is attacked or if such a declaration ensues from international obligations and

agreernents concerning joint defense-against 2 military assault;

1. may declare a state of emergency on the basis of constitutional law;




m. may declare a referendum;

n. may return constitutional laws to the National Council of the Slovak Republic
with comments within fifteen days from the date they have been approved;

0. submits to the National Council of the Slovak Republic his reports on the state
of the Slovak Republic and on serious political issues, submits bills and other decrees;

p- i entitled to attend the sessions of the National Council of the Slovak Republic;

q. has 2 right to attend the sessions of the Government of the Slovak Republic,
chair these sessions and demand reports from the Government and its members.

Article 103

1. Every citizen of the Slovak Republic who is over the thirty-five years of age is eligible to
elected Presitent. . :

2. No person shall be elected President for more than two consecutive terms.

3. The election of a new President will held within a sixty-day period before the term of
the President is do to expire. When a vacancy occurs in the Office of President before the end
of his election term, the election of the new President shall take place within thirty days.

4. If a deputy of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, a member of the
Government, judge, prosecutor, member of the armed forces or armed corps or a member of
the Supreme Bureau of Inspection is elected to the Office of President, he will cease holding his
original position from the date of his election as President.

5. The President shall not execute any other office or profession which brings
remuneration, not shall he be doing business or be a member of any authority of juridical
persons active in business.

Article 104

1. Before he enters in his execution of office, the President takes the following oath,
administered by the Chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic: '‘On my honor |
atfiern my faith to the Slovak Republic. 1 shall care for the welfare of the Slovak nation, national
minorities and ethnic groups living in the Slovak Republic. I shall exert my duties in the interest
of the people and I shall protect and defend the Constitution and other laws.'

2. Should the President refuse to take this oath or if he takes it with any resecvations, his
election shall be declared ineffective.

Article 105

1. If the vacancy occurs in the Office of President and the new President has not been
elected or has not taken his oath yet, as well as if the President is not able to execute his term of
office for serious reasons, the Government takes over the execution of the Office of President,
except for the presidential powers quoted in Article 102 paragraphs d. to g The Government
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may, in this case, commission the Prime Minister to retain some presidential powers. During
that period, the Prime Minister is the acting chief commander of the armed forces.

2. If the President is unable to execute his office fora period longer than one year, the
National Council of the Slovak Republic will recall him from office and elect a new President to

a regular election term.

Article 106

1. The National Council of the Slovak Republic may recall the President from office if he
exerts activities directed against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Slovak Republic or
\F his activities are aimed at removing the democratic order of the Slovak Republic. A proposal
to recall the President can be submitted by 2 simple majority of all deputies. A quorum of at
least a three-fifths majority of all deputies is needed to recall the President.

Article 107

1. The President may be prosecuted only for treason. A suit against a President is brought
by the National Council of the Slovak Republic. A President would be tried exclusively by the
Constitutional Court.

Section Two: The Government of the Slovak Republic

Article 108

1. The Government of the Slovak Republic is the supreme body of the executive power.
Article 109

1. The Government is composed of the Prime Minister and ministers.

2. No member of the Government shall simultaneously exercise the parliamentary mandate
of deputy nor will he be a judge. '

3. No member of the Government shall simultaneously execute any other office which
brings remuneration, nor shall he be doing business or be a member of an authority for a
juridical person active in business.

Article 110
1..  The Prime Minister is appointed by the President of the Slovak Republic.
2. Every citizen of the Slovak Republic who is eligible to be elected to the National Council

of the Slovak Republic is eligible to be appointed Prime Minister.

Article 111

1. On the Prime Minister's proposal, the Presidentappoints and recalls the members of the

Government and puts them in charge of their ministies. The President may appoint as Deputy
Prime Minister ot minister.only a citizen who is eligible to be elected to the National Council of

the Slovak Republic.




Article 112

1. The members of the Government must take the following oath, administered by the
President: 'On my honor and conscience 1 do promise my faith to the Slovak Republic. I shall

l fulfill my duties in the interest of the people. I shall obey the Constitution and other laws and I
shall strive to embody them through my work.’

Article 113
1. The Government is obliged to appear before the National Council of the Slovak
Republic within thirty days from the date it has been appointed in order to'submit its Program

and ask the National Council of the Slovak Republic for a vote of confidence.

Article 114

) ] 1. For the execution of office, the-Government is responsible to the National Council of
I L the Slovak Republic.
(
) 2. The Government may at any time ask the National Council of the Slovak Republic for a
vote of confidence. '
'] 3, The Government may associate the vote on a bill or any other vote with a vote of
' confidence in the Government. . ' '
ll Article 115
) 1. When the National Council of the Slovak Republic passes a vote of censure on the
Government, or refuses a Government's request for confidence, the President will recall the
. Government.
3 2. If the President accepts the resignation of the Government, he will commission the
- Government with the execution of office until 2 new Government is appointed.

l] Article 116

1. Members of the Government are individually responsible for the execution of their
l} office to the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

2. A member of the Government may submit his resignation to the President.
lJ 3. The National Council of the Slovak Republic may pass a vote of censure on individual

members of the Government; in this case, the President shall recall them.

. 3 4. The proposal to recall 2 member of the Government may also be submitted by the
Prime Minister. :

. J 5. If the Prime Minister submits his resignation, thé entice Government must submit its
resignation too.

l 3 6. If the National Council of the Slovak Republic passes a vote of censure on the Prime




Minister, the President shall cecall him. The removal of the Prime Minister results in the
removal of the whole Government.

7. If the President accepts the resignation of a member of the Government, or if he recalls .
4 member of the Government, he will charge another member of the Government with the

execution of office of the thus recalled member of the Government.

Article 117

1. The Government shall resign after the constituent session of the newly elected National
Council of the Slovak Republic. However, it then executes its office until 2 new Government is

formed.

Article 118

1. The ('Erovernment has a quorum if at least half of its members are present at the session.
2. The Government resolution is adopted only when half of its members vote for it.
Article 119
1. The Government has the power to:

a. preparé bills;

b. issue Government decrees;

c. decide the Program of the Government and its performance;

d. adopt fundamental provisions for economic and social policy of the Slovak Republic;

e. authorize drafts for the State budget and closing account of the year;

£ decide about international agreements of the Slovak Republic;

g. make decisions on priﬁcipal questions of internal and international policy;

h. submit bills to the National Council of the Slovak Republic or commit serious
questions for public discussion;

I. request the Pacliament for a vote of confidence;
] grant amnesty in oft-court offenses;
k. appoint and recall State officials in cases specified by law;

l. make decisions in other, legally stipulated matters.
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Article 120

1. For the execution of a law and within the limits of law, the Government may 1ssue

decrees,
2. Government decrees are signed by the Prime Minister.

3. A Government decree must be declared in a manner ordained by law.

Article 121

1. The Government has the right to grant amnesty in cases of off-court offenses. The
details will be specified by law.

Arsticle 122

1. Central and local authorities of the State administration are established by law.

Article 123

1. Ministries and other authorities of the State administration may issue legal regulations of
general obligatory effect within their jurisdiction providing they are entitled to do so by law.
These regulations will be declared in a legally specified manner.

Chapter 7: Judicial Power

Section One: The Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic

Article 124

1. The Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic is an independent judicial body for the
protection of the Constitution.

Article 125
1. The Constitutional Court decides:

a. whether Acts of Parliament and laws are in accordance with the Constitution
and constitutional laws;

b. whether government decrees, generally binding legal regulations issued by
ministries and other central bodies of State administration are compatible with the
Constitution, constitutional laws and other laws;

c. whether the generally binding orders issued by bodies of regional governments
are in accordance with the Constitution and laws;

d. whether the binding legal regulations of local bodies of the State administration
are in accordance with the Constitution, laws and other generally binding legal

regulations;




e. whether the generally binding legal regulations are compatible with international
treaties enacted in a legal manner.

Asticle 126

1.

In case of doubt or conflict, the Constitutional Court determines the division of powers

between the central of the State administration, if these differences are not decided by any other
State body according to law.

Article 127

1.

The Constitutional Coutt rules on complaints lodged against legal decisions of central

bodies of State administration as well as bodies of territorial self-government which violate the
constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens, if no other court deals with the protection of °
these rights and freedoms. ‘

Article 128 ¢

1.

The Constitutional Court interprets constitutional law in disputable cases. The

conditions are specified by law.

2.

The Constitutional Coutt does not take position.on the constitutionality and legality of

drafts for parliamentary bills and other generally binding legal regulations.

Article 129

1.

The Constitutional Court rules on complaints against the a decision to verify the

mandate of a deputy of the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

2. The Constitutional Coutt rules on the constitutionality and legality of elections to the
National Council of the Slovak Republic and the bodies of regional governments.

3. The Constitutional Court decides in the case of complaints against the result ofa
referendum.
4. The Constitutional Court decides whether a decision to dissolve or uphold a political

party or movement is in harmony with constitutional laws and other laws.

Article 130
1. The Constitutional Court institutes proceedings at the request of:
a. at least one-fifth ‘of the deputies of the Nationa! Council of the Slovak Republic;

b. the President of the Slovak Republic;
c. the Government of the Slovak Republicy

d. the Court of Justice;
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the General Prosecutor;
f. the person whose case is to be tried in cases specified in Article 127.

2. The law will specify who is entitled to submit a proposal for starting legal proceedings
according to Article 127. -

3. The Constitutional Court may institute judicial proceedings at the request of legal or
private entities who claim to have suffered injustice.

Aurticle 131

1. Matters specified under Article 107, Article 125 paragraphs a. and b., Article 129
paragraphs 2 and 4, Article 136 paragraph 2, Article 138 paragraphs 2 and 3, and the internal
organization of the court are decided by the plenary session of the Constitutional Court.

Article 132

1. If the Constitutional Court decides that the legal regulations specified under Article 125
are incompatible with the Constitution and other laws, the regulations or some of their articles
concerned shall cease to have effect. The bodies which have issued these regulations are obliged
to bring them into accord with the Constitution, constitutional laws and other laws in the case .
of regulations under Article 125, item b., and with international treaties, Government decrees
and generally binding legal regulations issued by ministries and other central bodies of the State
administration in the case of regulations under Article 125, item c.; within six months from the
declaration of the decision of the Constitutional Court. If they fail to do so, these regulations
shall cease to have effect six months after the delivery of the judgment.

2. Decisions of the Constitutional Court issued according to paragraph 1 are pronounced
‘1 the manner determined for the promulgation of laws.

Article 133

1. There shall be no appeal against a decision of the Constitutional Court.
Article 134

1. The Constitutional Court consists of ten judges.

2. The judges of the Constitutional Court are appointed by the President to a seven-year
term from twenty nominees proposed by the Nationa! Council of the Slovak Republic.

3. A judge of the Constitutional Court must be a citizen of the Slovak Republic who can be
elected to the National Council of the Slovak Republic, has attained his fortieth year of age, is a
university graduate in law and has at least fifteen years' experience in the legal profession.

4, Every judge of the Constitutional Court shall take the following oath of office,
administered by the President of the Slovak Republic: 'On my honor and conscience I do
promise that ! shall protect the inviolability of all natural rights of a man and the rights of the
citizen, protect the principles of just a state, obey the Constitution and constitutional laws and
make decisions according to my best conscience, indépendently and impactially.’
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5. A constitutional judge enters in his execution of office after he has taken this oath.

Article 135

The Constitutional Court is presided over by the Chairman, who can be deputized for by the
Vice Chairman. The Chairman and the Vice Chairman are appointed from the judges of the
Constitutional Court by the President of the Slovak Republic.

Article 136

1. The judges of the Constitutional Court have the same immunity as deputies of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic.

2. Consent to open a prosecution for a crime against a judge of the Constitutional Court or
to his arrest is given only by the Constitutional Court.

3. Consent to open 2 prosecution for a crime against the Chairman and Vice Chairman of
the Supreme Court or to their arrest is given by the Constitutional Court.

Article 137

1. If the elected judge of the Constitutional Court is 2 member of a political party or
political movement, he is obliged to cancel his membership before his taking of the oath of

office.

2. The judges of the Constitutional Court pecform their duties as 2 full-ime occupation.
The performance of these duties in incompatible with:

a. other paid work or economic activity except for the management of one's own
property, scientific, educational, literal and artistic activities;

b. a position or employment in any other administrative body;
c. holding another office which would hurt the independent status of a judge.
3. The day the judge takes up his office, his electoral mandate ot membership in the

Government ceases to exist.

Article 138

1. A judge of the Constitutional Court may resign from his office in the Constitutional
Court.

2. The President of the Slovak Republic may remove a judge of the Constitutional Court
from his office on the basis of a sentence for the commitment of a deliberate criminal offense,
and on the basis of a disciplinary action taken against him by the Constitutional Court for an act
which is incompatible with the pecformance of his office in the Constitutional Court.

3. ‘The President of the Slovak Republic will cecall a Constitutional Court judge if the
Constitutional Court reports that the judge has not taken part in the proceedings conducted by
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the Constitutional Court for more than one year, or if the judge of the Constitutional Court has
been deprived of his qualification for legal practice by a judicial decision.

Article 139

1. If a judge of the Constitutional Court resigns from his office or if he is recalled, the
President of the Slovak Republic appoints his successor from two candidates proposed by the

National Council of the Slovak Republic.

Article 140

1. Details of the organization of the Constitutional Court, the way of conducting
proceedings and the status of the judges are specified by law. -

Section Two: The Courts of Justice of the Slovak Republic

Article 141 '

1. The jurisdiction over the Slovak Republic is exercised by independent and impartal
courts of justice.

2. The jﬁrisdiction is separated from other State bodies in every level.

Article 142

1. The courts of justice deal with civil, commercial and criminal cases; the courts also rule
on the legality of decisions made by administrative bodies.

2. The courts decide in senates if the law does not stipulate that the case is decided by one
judge. The law will determine cases when citizens also take part in the decision of the senates.

3. The judgment of the court is always announced in the name of the Slovak Republic in
public. .

Article 143

1. The set of courts consists of the Supreme Court of the Slovak Republic and other
courts.

2. The powers and organizational structures of the courts as well as the manner of the
proceedings are specified by law.

Article 144
1. The judges ace independent during the proceedings and are only bound by law.

2. The judges are also bound by nternational treafies if it is stipulated by the Constitution

or law.
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3. If the court finds that a generally binding legal regulation is contrary to law, it interrupts
the judicial proceedings and submits a proposal for starting an action in the Constitutional
Court. The Supreme Court as well as other general courts of justice are bound by decisions of

the Constitutional Court.

Article 145

1. Judges are elected by the National Council of the Slovak Republic at the proposal of the
Government to a four-year term. On the expiration of this electoral period, the National
Council of the Slovak Republic appoints judges proposed by the Government for an indefinite

period.

2. The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Supreme Court are clected from the judges of
the Supreme Court by the National Council of.the Slovak Republic fora period of five years,
and to not more than two consecutive terms.

Article 146 '
1. A judge may resign from his office.
Asticle 167 | |
1. E The National Council of the Slovak Republic may remove a judge from his office:
a. on the basis of a sentence for 2 deliberate criminal offense;
b. on the basis of a decision of a disciplinary court for an act which is incompatible

with the performance of his duties.
2. The National Council of the Slovak Republic may recall a judge:

a. if his state of health does not allow him to fulfill his duties as a judge for a long
period of ime; :

b. if he has completed his sixty-fifth year of age.

3. Before deciding to remove 2 judge from his post, the National Council of the Slovak
Republic will ask for the opinion of the relevant disciplinary court. -

Article 148
1. The status, rights and duties of judges are specified by law.
2. The way of selecting the members of a jury is specified by law.
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Chapter 8: The Office of Public Prosecutor of the Slovak Republic
Article 149

1. The Office of Public Prosecutor defends the rights and lcgallsv protected interests of the
State, private and legal entities. '

Article 150

1. The Office of Public Prosecutor is headed by the General Prosecutor. The General
Prosecutor is appointed and recalled by the President of the Slovak Republic at the request of
the National Council of the Slovak Republic. -

Article 151

1. Detajls of appointment and recall, the rights and dutes of public prosecutors as well as
the organization of the Public Prosecutor's Office are specified by law.

Chapter 9: Interim and Final Provisions
Article 152

1. The constitutional laws, other laws and generally binding legal regulations remain in
force in the Slovak Republic if they are not at variance with this Constitution. They may be
amended or abrogated by the relevant authorities of the Slovak Republic.

2. Abolishment of laws and other generally binding legal regulations issued by the Czech
and Slovak Federation commences ninety days after the date of publication of that decision
issued by the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic in the mannet ordained for the
declaration of laws. :

3. Ineffectiveness of legal regulations is decided by the Constitutional Court of the Slovak
Republic according to 2 proposal made by persons specified in Article 130.

4. The interpretation and enforcement of constitutional laws, other laws and generally
binding legal regulations and rules must be in accordance with this Constitution.

Article 153

1. To the extent specified by 2 constitutional law of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic
or to the extent agreed between the Slovak Republic and Czech Republic, the Slovak Republic
will assume the rights and duties ensuing from international treaties binding theé Czech and
Slovak Federal Republic.

Article 154

1. The Slovak National Council elected according to Article103 of Consttutional Law No.
143/1968 on the Czechoslovak Federation continues its execution of offices as the National
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Council of the Slovak Republic according 10 this Constitution. The election term of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic commences from the day of elections to the Slovak

National Council.
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SLOVAK NCrugLic LAW "ON ELECTIOHS 10 SLOVAKIAN NATIQNAL COUNCIL~

LAW
OF THE SLOVAKIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL
“ON ELECTIONS TO SLOVAKIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL®
{Full text Including later additions and amendments)

The Slovakian natioual council adopts full text of Law of the Stovakian National Council of 16 March 1990 No. 50/1990
“On clections to the Slovakian National Council” including altcrations and sddilions, sli_pulmed in the: f.aw of the Slovakian
National Council of 3 December 1991 No. 8/1992; Law of the Slovakian National Council of 25 February 1992 No. 104/1997;
Law of the Slovakian Nationat Courncil of the Slovakian Republic of 5 November 1992 No. 518/1992; and Law of the Slovakian
National Coincil of the Slovakian Republic of 7 June 1994 No. 157/19%4

CHAPTER t. BASIC REGULATIONS

ARTICLE 1.
Elections 10 1he Slovakian National Council arc held on Lhe basis of universal, cqual and direct suffrage by secret ballat, in
accordance with the principle of propostional representation in constitucncics.

ARTICLE 2. , .

1. Citizens of the Czechoslovakian Sucialist Republic, who live in the Slovakian Republic and aged 18 by the day of clections,
have the right to participate in the clections.

2. Persons, whose lcgal compelence was refused due 1o mental discascs or other reasons, related with health, or it was
restricted due Lo above-mentioned reasons, arc deprived of the clectoral rightt.

3. Stipulated by the laws on restrictions of personal freedom, related with:

"a} protection of health of population of the country®;
b) scrving onc's senlence in places of imprisounct.

ARTICLE 3. .

Any citizen of the Slovakian Republic, who has the right to participate in the elcctions and aged 21 by the day of condutl
of the clections, and who permancny lives within Uie territory of the Slovakian Republic, may be elecied as Deputy of the
Slovakian National Council (hereinafies referred to as Deputy). .

CHAPTER Il. LISTS OF VOTERS

AATICLE 4. Cormpilation of lists of voters

1. Lists of volcrs arc compiled and conducted by adminisimtion of localily, and at the capital of Uie Siovakian Republic -
Bralislava -, and at Coshyise - by municipal adininistration (hereinafter refcrred o as “locality™)!, in accordance with
constilucncics.

2. As far as il couccns servicemen of the Arnncd Forees and Forces of National Safety, who live in barracks, the list of voters
is compiled by administration of localily on the basis of data, submitted by the Commander of 3 given military formation.
Administeation of locality is abliged 10 survey thal clectorl divisions where only scrvicemen of Armed Forces and Forces
?f N:;ﬂoml Securily {or persons, specified in Adticle 10, pamgraph 4 of present Law) will patticipate in elections, were ot

ormed.

3. . If ¢lections to Uie Slovakian National Commitlee are conducted simultancously with elections to the Federal Assembly,
than clectoral districls may be merged for such clections to be held.

ARTICLE 5. Entering voter list
L. Cach voter may bx cntercd to only onc voler list. .
2. All citizens of the Slovakian Republic, who have the right to participate in the clcclions, arc entered 1o the voter list 1A
accordance with the place of their penmanent residence!. Servicemen of Armed Forces and forces of national seeund .
which live in barracks, are entered to the voter list of that locality on Uie territory of which the military formation where
arc registered, is situated. e commander of a military formation, situated within territory of said locality, submils 10
administration of locality the list of servicemen who are tegistered to the formation. i
3. Citizens, who cither were deprived of the sufTrege or were restored in suffrge and obtain the opponunity (o participale m
lrhc clections afler compitation of the list, arc to be cither additiomaily cnicred to the voter list, or 1o be additionally exclu d
Tom il.

v astiche 10, paragraphs 1, Y and Anicle 3585 of Civit Code {fufl Lext i given under the numbers 419N

v Aniche §, parmgraph 2, subpacagezph b), Astick 9. paragraph 2, subparzgraph 1) and Amicle 24 of Law Na. 20/1966 “Care for People™s 1ealth™;

+ Law of the Stuvakian National Councl Na. 36%/190 ~On inistratt 2 of localitics™, with iderttion of the laer rcgulnions, Law af the
Slovakian Natianal Councit Ko, 3777190 <On the capital of the Siovakisn Republic - Brtisiva®, with idetation of regulstions of Law of the Slovation
National Council Ne. 37771931, Law of the Skovakian Natina2) Councit No, 40171991 “0n city of Cothytse™, with consideration of regulations of baw af the
Slovakian Natwnal Council Nu. 1M0/19)1.

+ Anick ), paragiaph 2 of the [aw No. 133/1932 ~On retidence pormit and registracion of citizens™

v law of the Sknakian Natiaal Councit No. 204191 “0Ow forces of gational safery of the Slovation Hepublic™
Law of the Skivakinn Nauinnal Council Ne. 7971912 ~On intemal furces of the Slavatiaa Republic”.
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4. Ir Slovakian citizen has no permancit place of residence within the territory of the Caechuslovakian Republic, but on e
clection day he (she) has come to Uie polling station, Uic Elecloral commission is required 1o enter him (lier} into the voler
list. [n this ease the respective record on enlering tie cilizen into the voter list is made in the foreign passpon of the citizen
by the divisional clectoral commission. .

If there is an obstacle (Anticle 2, paragraph 3), which makes participation of volcr in elections impossible, this fact should
be recorded on the voter list. .

w

ARTICLE 6. Publication of voter lists .

1. Administration of locality is obliged to publicize vater lists for familiarisation with them all citizens no later than 30 days
before election day. Administration of localily informs citizens about publication of said lists through all available means.

2. Al population Jocalions, where more than 5000 volers, cnlered to voter lists live, administration of locality is obliged 10
provide that on each building were placed voter lists of those voters who live in the building.

ARTICLE 7. Voter certificate

1. Those volers, who cannol ]participatc in the clections at their clectoral districts (L. ¢. at the electoral districts where they have
been entered 1o the voter Jist), shall submit a respective application to the administration of tocality which issues to them a
voler cedlificate and sinultancously excludes them from the voter list of particular clectoral districts.

2. A voter centificate gives to the voter the right to be entered to the voter list of other ¢lectoral districts to participate in
clectiont 10 the Slovakian National Council. .

ARTICLE 8. Appea! agalnst the voter's list

. Each cilizen has the right onally or in writing to indicate administration of localily errors or inaceuracics in the voler list and
submit his (her) proposals on their comection. Administration of locality is { within three days either 10 introduce
respectlive amendments Lo the voler list, or to inform the citizen about reasons (in wriling), owing 1o which the amendments
are not introduced, .

1. If the proposal on comection of the voter list is diverled, the citizen has the right to appeal to a district coun, in the
jurisdiction of which is tie territory of said clectoral distriet; the court isrequired to make a decision within 3 days. The court
makes its decision on the basis of law on administrative management which stipulates the procedures for court inspection of
decisions of various state bodics. Tn 2ecordance with decision of the court, administration of locality is required to introduce
appropriate corrections Lo tie voler lisL In this casc costs are not reimbursed by plaintifl. The verdict of tie court is finnl and
is pot subject to appeal. .

CHAPTER lil. CONSTITUENCIES AND ELECTORAL DlillSlONS

{ ARTICLE §. Constituencies

1. Comstitucncics cover the territories listed in Annex [ to the present Law, .

2. In the Slovakian Republic, in accordanee with its territorial subdivision, 4 constituencics are formed: constituency of the
capilal of Slovakian Republic - Bratislava, Western-Slovakian constituency, Middle-Slovakian constiluency and Eastern-
Slovakian constituency,

ARTICLE 10. Electoral divisions

. Atleast 30 days beforc tie clection day, the Head of administration of locality (Mndyor). or Head of sdministration of
municipal district®, - hereinafier “head of 2dministration of locality” - forms clectoral divisions, where voters can cast their
votes by virtue of dropping ballots into special ballot boxes. The above-mentioned person as well determines premises for
polling stations. Al the poliing station tabulating votes is conducted as well.

2. Electoral districts are formed in such way that they include, as a rule, 1000 volers, For remote areas of populated locations
separate clecloml districts may be formed, under condition that those include at least 50 voters.

). Special clectoral districts may be formed at hospilals, houses for the aged and the like, or 2t their departiments, but under
conditions that there are no less than 100 volers. .

4. The pacticipation in the clections at prelitninary detention places’, or at places of serving administrative penaltics is realised
on Ui basis of a voter certificate; Uie organization of participation in the clections being provided by elecloral disteict
commission, on twerritory of which said special instilution is located, joinlly with the Head of respective said special
institution. In such cases it is ot required (o ohserve sizes of electorl districts sccording o Articie 3. If persons, who arc
Kept in said special institutions, do not reside within territory of said electoral district, they take pant in the clections on the
basis of voler centificates, which are issued to them upon their request. I detention of citizen by the police being the casc,
e respective board of police management is obliged to cnsure participation in the clections of a detained person.

' Anick 1 and Anikk M. pamgrph 2 of the Law of the Slowakiaa Najonst Couvucil Mo, 35971990
Astick |7 of the Law of the Slovakiaa National Council No. 37T/1990
Article 150f the Law of the Slovakian Natjonal Council Mo, $01/1990

* Arnticke 36 of the Law of the Shavakivn National Council Mo, 20471991
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CHAPTER IV. ELECTORAL BODIES

ARTICLE 11. General regulations -

1.

v

10.

Clections 10 Slavakian National Council are held under control of tie Slovakian Flecloral Commission.

Clections 1o tic Stovakian MNational Council wilhin individual constituencies are conducted wnder the control of regiona
Electoml Comuuission.

District clectonral commissions are forined within districts. On the territory of the capital of the Slovakian Republic -
Bratislava - districl elecloral commissions are formed in accordance with Annex 11 of the present Law,

Al individual electoral districts divisional clectoml conunissions are formed.

Each citize, who has the right 10 participate in the elections may be & member of an clectoral commission. A candidate for
Depuly may not be a member of an ¢lectoral commission. :

An clectoral commission is comprized of equal numbers of inctnbers of political partics and political movements! or of
coalitions (Article 17, pargraph 9) (hercinafler refecred 10 as “politicat parties™), which nominate separated lists of candidates
for Deputies, Surnames, names and address of representatives of political partics in'clectoral commissions, as well as their
deputics, cach political party announces to that person, who calls the first session of clectoral commission, Announcement
of list of candidates for Deputics as invalid (or withdrawal of thie list) cancels panticipation of representatives of said political
party in the respective electoral commission, I llness, disappeamnce or death being the case, the chairman of the commission
calls for pecformance of this duty the deputy of said persou, in accordance with the scquence, determined by said political
pany. -

Memibers of clectoral commissions take their offices after taking the following cath: “[ swear by my honor 1o accomplish
honesuly and without prejudice my dutics and in this 1 will be govemed by laws and other legal regulations™, Members of
clectoral comnmissions pass the text of Uie oath with autograplis to the chainman of the respective electoral commission.
«In order for a decision 10 be made, more than hatf of thie members of the clectoral commission are 10 be presemt at jis
session. The decision is taken by the simple majority of votes. 1f equality of voies being the case, the proposal is diverted.
At the first session, the clectoral commission by drawing lts ¢lects the Chainman and his {her) deputly among members of
the commission, cach of them has to be a member of other political pany. Process of the drawing lots is controlled by the
wldest incmber of the commission. :

The Stovakian Clectiorml Commission, constituency clectoral comumissions and district ¢lectoral commissions, with the
purpose of processing voling results, form special (counting) groups; staff’ of tie groups includes persons who arc assigned
for this special pumpose by appropriate bodies of statistics. These persons take an oath, a5 il was stipulated in Article 7.

ARTICLE 12, Secretaries of electoral commissions

1.

The Sccretary ol

a)  the Stovakian Electarat Conunission is appointed and recafled by the govermment of Slovakian Republic;

b) the regional clectoml comimissiosn is appointed and recailed by Minister of Intemal Affairs of the Slovakinn Republic;
¢} the district clectoral comnussion is appointed and recalled by the Head of district administration;

d)  the divisional elecloni conunission is appointed and recalled by the Head of administration of tocality.

The Secrctary is appuinied with a sullicicnt amountmangin of time, in order that he (she) could familinrize with his (her)
dutics, stipulated by laws. On decision of matters within clectoral conmunissions, e secrelary has the right of consultative
vote. The sccretary takes the oath, as it is stipulated in Article 11, paragraph 7.

ARTICLE 13. The slovakian electoral cominission

1. Cach political pany that submiticd list of candidates for at least one region of the country, delegates to the Slovakian
Electoral Commission two members and two of their deputics; this shall be done no later tian 60 days before the day of
clections conduct.

2 The Chairman of the govermnent of the Slovakian Republic determines the date of the fist session of the Slovakian
Electoral Commission within 3 days alter the expiration of the tenn, stipulated by Anicle 1.

3. The Siovakian Elecloral Commission performs in general the following functions:

a)  Lnsures the observance of legal prescriptions, conceming clections;
b)  Govems the work of regional clectoral commissions; .
¢) Makes decisions on complaints, concerning the work of constituency electoral commissions, and on decisions, taken
by these commissions;
d)  Compiles lists of repistered candidaies;
¢)  [stablishes and amnounces clection resulls;
I} Records the ininutes of election resulls and passes it to National Council of the Slovakian Republic;
g} [ssues credentials of Deputy to the elected candidates;
h}  Transfers documernts, related with clections, 1o tie Ministey of internal Affairs of the Slovakian Republic for stormgs:
i} Dxccutes {unher actions in accordance with this iaw and other legal regulations.,
' Law No, 42471991 “On asocinion inta political paties and political mawnKpls™
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ARTICLE 14. Aegional electoral commission

i
2.
3.

Each political party, that submilted a list of candidates for this region, delegates to the regional electoral comnmission two
members and their two deputies; this shall be done no later than 69 days before the dny of cleclions. -

The Minister of Tntemal Affairs calls the session of the constituency electoral commission no later than within 3 days afler
expiration of the term stipulated in Article 1.

The constiluency clectoral commission:

2) Ensurcs the observance legal rescriptions, concerning clections;

b) Makes decisions on complaints, conceriing the work of district clectoral commissions, as wcl.l as on decisions of these
commissions; .

¢} Considers and registers lists of candidates for Deputics within constilucncy;

d} Dectermines resulls of the clections within said constituency;

¢) Records the minutes on the results of clections submits said minutes to the Slovakian E‘lccloral Commission;

[) submits the minutes concerning the elections, to the Ministry of Intemal Aflsirs of the Slovakizn Republic for stomge;
cxecules further actions in accopdance with this Law and other Yegal regulations, or performs missions of the Slovakian
Elecioml Commission.

ARTICLE 15, District electoral commission

1.
2.
3.

Each political party, that submitted g list of candidates which was istered in a rogion, delegates one member and his l(h:?
deputy to district ¢lectoral commissions; this shall be done no later than 30 days before the day when the clections are .
The Chairman of the respective district administration calls the first session of the commission within 3 days after expiration
of the temm stipulated by Article L.
The District electoral commission:

a) surveys the observance of legal prescriptions concerning elections;

b) makes decisions on complaints on the work of clectoral divisions commissions, and on dccmons which werc taken by
these commissions;

c) controls proccssmg of voting results within clectoral divisions;

d)  Ifany doubts arise, it has the right to require the explanation or other information from divisional clectoral commissions.
Obvious errors the commission corrects itself, on agrecment with the divisional electoral commission. If said sgreement
has not been achicved, the commission has thc right to ncqum: that divisional electoral commission mecl again and
climninate the crrors demonstrated;

¢) submits processed results of voting of the electoral division 1o (he regional electoral commission;

) transfers documents, related with elections, to district administration for storage.

ARTICLE 16, Divisional electoral commissions
i

Each political party that submitted a list of capdidates which was registered in the region, delegates one member and his
{her) deputy to the districl clectoral commission; this shall be done no later than 30 days before the day when the elections
are fixed. Il 1t is not cnough to achieve tie minimum number of members of a divisiona! clecioral commission, then vacant
scats are appointed by [Head of administration of locality.

Taking inlo consideration locat conditions, Head of adminisiration of locality establishes the minitmum number of members
of the divisional clectoral commission. A divisional elccloral commission shall be compased at least of 5 members.

The Chairman of administration of locality calls the (irst session of the divisional clecloral commission no later than within
3 days afier expiration of the term stipulated by Article 1.

The divisional clectoral commission:

a)  crsures nonmal conduct of voting, particular atlention being paid to comectness of casting votes and to mainlenance of

order at e polling station);

b) executes caleulation of votes and records the minutes on voting results; the minutes are 10 be immediately transfecred

Lo the respective regional eleclorl commission;
€} all documents concerning elections, are transferred 10 administrtion of locality for storage.

CHAPTER V. NOMINATION AND REGISTRATION OF LISTS OF CANDIDATES

ARTICLE 17. Lists of candidates

L

Lists of candidates are Lo be submitted by politicat parties 10 regional electoral commissions in duplicate no later than 60
days before the cleclions. Political party accompanics the list of candidates with the following:

a)  confirmation of the fact that there are at least 10, 000 individual members in said political party .
b} il the condition, specificd in subparagraph a), is not met, then an application must to be attached, the said application
ought 1o be si ncd by voters. The number of signalures ought to supplement the numbers of its member Lo the figure,
specified in subparagraph a). Next to the signature on the said application the voter, aftec presentation of his (her) civil
passport, indicates his (her) name, surname, registration number in the register of births, marriages and deaths, and
address in accordance with registration of the passporl. Signature under the appl:cauon cannot be cancelled. The
regional ciccloral commission has the right Lo check accuracy of data conceming number of individual members of the

g_gg 321

e,




-

S1OVAK REPuBLIC LAY "OH ELCCYIONS TO SLOVAKIAN NATLORAL CoungI -

10.

said potitical pany, or dwa presented in the application.

10 a political parly subinits a $ist of eandidates in several electoral regions of country, then such applicali_on can be submined
tw one regional electoral commission omly; other regional clectorm! commissions are notified aboult this,

Observance of condilion of Anicle 1, subparagraphis a} or b) is nol required for those political parties, which werc presenteq
to the Siovakian National Conncil 60 days tefore the beginning of clections, or which during the latest elections 1o
Slovakian MNational Council has won wiore than 10, 000 valid votes.

The list of candidates includes:

3)  pame of polilical pany;

b)  name, sumame, ape, place of work and address, according to registration of passport, of candidales and priority of their

places in the list of candidates (in the list of candidates individual candidates oblain nwuimnber, written in Arabic
nusnerals).

In the list of candidates a political party, besides the data specified in paragraph 4, subparagraph b), may show its graphic
symbol, may additionally indicate their membesship in particular political party, may notify that capdidate is not a membec
of any political party, of 10 indicaic that Uie candidate is indcpendent.

v an Appendix to thic list of candidates the political parties indicates its authorized representative and his {ler) two deputies
(surnamme, name, address).

The list of candidates is accompanicd with the signed manual application of the candidate in which he (she) notifies that he
she) is agreed to be nominated for Deputy, that he (she) is absent in other lists of candidates, that there are no obstaclks
ar nomination of his (Lier) candidacy. '

'Within a single constitiency a political party may subinit s lisy, including no more than 50 candidates.

Political parties may conclude an agrecinent on subinission of the merged list of candidates. Coalitions that appearcd as the
resull of such association, are guverncd by those regulations of the present Law, which concerus scramtc political parties.
Fultitment of the conditions, specificd in paragraph 1 subparagraphs a), b) and in paragraph 2, is checked with respect to

all these political partics it sucl way, as if the list of candidates was submitted by a single palitical pany. The same is

applicable 1o paragraph 4. ‘[hic samie s applicd to Article 5.

Tlhie Secrctary is abliged to check lists of candidates for Uieir commespondence to all above-mentioned requircinents. If there
are any inistakes, the sceretary infosns about this the authorised representative of the political pany. “The Secretary infonns

awthorized representatives of political panics on recognition of liss of candidates for Deputics.

The Sccrelary is required 1o transfer immediately the list of candidates for Deputies to special (counting) gronp for checking
the correctness of clection resulis.

ARTICLE 18. Consideration of lists of candidates by egional electoral commission

The Regional electoral comutission has the right to consider the subtmnitted lists of candidates within 55 davs before the day
of clections. Checking of lists of candidates within a constilueicy is carricd outl by the constituency clecioral commission,
which uses [or this special (counting) group.

The regional clectoral commission withdraws from the list:

W) the candidale whoe did not attach to the list of candidates the application in accordance willy Article 17, paragraph 7;

b) e candidate il he (she) is included in the lists of candidates for Deputies of several political partics, or if he (she) is
included in that list of candidates for Deputy, which is not accompanied with notification in accordance with Afticle
17, parageaplt 7. If a candidate has signed notifications to several lists of candidates, then hic (slic} will be crossed oul
from all lists of candidates for Deputy;

€} ihose candidaics who nominated their candidacics in excess of the stipulated number of candidates in accordance with
Article 17, paragraph 8.

The constituency elecloral comaissivn will refuse 10 recognize the list of candidates (as being not corresponding to the
requirainents of Article 17) il the political party did not amend detecled mistakes within 24 houss aller notice (rom e
constituency clecloml connnission, and if the party cannol amend those within the Himits stipulated in pamgraph 2. Such
decision may be appealed by a political pardy within 24 hours.

After the lists of candidates are discussed, the Chairman of tie regional electoral commission shall inunediately send 1o the
address of the Slovakian Elecioral Commission one copy of the hist of candidates, accompanied willi notilication of the
regional clectoral commission on its agreement (o aliow the candidate Lo participate in clections, as well as the minutes on
results of the inspection of lists of candidates. Simultaneously results of the inspection are sent to all politicat parties, which
nomimed liss of candidates within a given coistituency. :

ARTICLE 10. Consideration of lists of candidates by the Slovakian electoral commission

1.

The Slovakian Electoral Conunission ouglt to accomplish consideration of the minutes, subinitted by regional clectora! |
cammissions on results of jnspection of 1ists of candidates, within al Jeast 50 days before clection day. Prios to the above-
mentioncd term (e Slovakian Glecturd Commission must correct all found discovered errors. Within the territory of the
Slovakian Republic, inspection of lisis of candidales lor Deputy {5 carried oul by The Slovakian Electoral Conymission by
vittue of its special (counting) group. .

2. i a candidate is included on the lists of candidates of several political parties, then The Slovakian Electoal Commiission will
cross him (her) from tha list of candidates, which was not accompanicd by notification according to Article 17, parag®p
1. 11 & candidate tias sigued a nutification to scveral lists of candidates lor Deputy, then he (she) will be crossed oul of 8
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fists ol candidates for Deputy.

I it scems that lists of candidales were submitied by the same political party, bul tey have diffcrenl designalions within
diflerent constituencies, the Chairman of the Slovakian Electoral Commission is required to call represeitatives of said
political party, and they are required to cusure uniform designation of tieir lists of candidates within all constituencies
before termination of session of the Commission.

If the constituency clecloral commission has recognized list of candidates, but the Slovakian Elccloral Commission has
found disparities in the requircinents of anticke 17, and representatives of political party which submilted in the 1ist have not
a:m:nded(ll those disparities within 24 bours afller notice, The Slovakian Electom! Commission recognizes this Vist of candidates
as invalid onc. .

Thie Slovakian Elcetoral Commission by vinue of lottery determines Uhe ordina number under which lists of candidates fos
Deputy of cach of the political partics shall participate in clections. )
The Chairman of the Slovakian Electoral Commission withoul any delay sends the minules of inspection of lists of
candidates and assigns to Uiem ordinal numbers Lo constitucncy clectoral commissions and to authorized representatives of
political partics; the Chainmnan provides as well publication of ordina! numbers of lists of candidates for Deputy.

ARTICLE 20. Registration of lists of candidates

1.

After recciving Uhe minutes with results of inspection of lists of candidates by The Stovakian Elecloral Comumission, the
regional clecloral commission exceutes registration of lists of candidates. This work ought to be compleled at least 45 days
before clections. The commission notifics political parties about registeation of their lists of candidales. Registration is the
condition for manifolding the list of candidatcs for Deputy.

Thcd_l}lcgioml clectoral commission takes measurcs 10 familiarize the public with candidates, enlisted in regisicred lists of
candidates, .

The Constituency clecloral commission send in writing information concerning lists of candidates for Deputy to Heads of

- administralion ol localities; the fatter no later than 3 days before elections are obliged 1o familiarise the electorate with those

data.

ARTICLE 21. Refusal from nomination and withdrawal of candidacy

No later than 48 hours before clections a candidate has Uic right to withdraw his {her) candidacy. Prior to this term a
candidacy may be recalled in writing by that political party which included him (her) into list of candidates for Deputy.
Application on withdrawal or on relusal 1o be nominated cannot be withdrawn itself. The application is submitied in
duplicate to the Chairman of the regional electoral commission; the chairman without any delay sends onc copy to the
Chairman of the Slovakiau Electoral Commission and at the same time duly informs te public on the availability of such
application. .

If a candidate refuses 1o be notninated or il he (she) was recalled afler completion of registration of list of candidates, then
data of candidale is retained in the list, but this candidate is excluded from consideration when distributing mandates.

11 aflec a candidate has been repisiered in e list of candidates for Deputy by the constituency ¢lecloral commission, the

dissolution of a political pany occurred, the data, concerning the candidate, is not allered, but during distribulion of
mandates said political parly is not taken into account,

ARTICLE 22. Ballots

3.

1.

The Chairman of constituency clectoral commission with assistance of the Miniswy of Inmternal Allais of the Slovakian
republic ensures appropriate manifolding of ballots; the ballots are (o include ordinal number of the list of candidates,
determined by way of lottery {Anicle 19, parograph 5); in addition, lists shall include: name of political party, data on all
candidales and their sequence within the list of candidates for deputy, Data in ballots are (o coincide with data, included
into registered lists of candidates, the ordinal number of record in the Register for candidates is not included; instead of the
place of habitation of candidates tic localitics where they live, are listed.

Ballots for clections to National Council of the Slovakian Republic are to be printed with the same font, with usage of paper
of the same colour and quality; besides, they arc 1o be of e same size. There must be impression of the seal of regional
clectoral commission in ballots.

The Chairman of the constituency clectoral coinmission sends around tic ballots 10 Heads of administration of localitics,
which ought o ensure Uie disteibution of the ballots 1o divisional cleclaral commissions.

Voters shall oblain ballots at polling stations on the day of clections.

ARTICLE 23, Pre-election campaign

1.
1.

In accordance with this Law, the time interval which stans 23 days before and finishes 48 hours before the clections, is to
be undersiood as e period of the pre-cleclion campaign.

In the course of the pre-clection campaign cach political party which nowminated candidates for Deputy, obtains guaranteed
nccess 10 means of the mass nedia, as well as to olier Stale-services and scrvices of territorial self-government. Within
constituencies Uie total amount of 21 hours of broadcasting is allotied for pre-clection campaign by radio and iclevision
during; this amount of tinie is equally distributed among commpetitive political partics so thal no one of them was limited.
Time of broadcasting is detcunined by vinlue of lotlery. Political pantics are responsible for cantents of these broadeastings.
Those radio and television stations which operate on license, are niot allowed 1o iransinil bioadcasts, concerning pre-
clcclion campaizn. )

In the course of Uie pre-clection campaign any broadeasts, concerning said subject, during the time which does not coincide
with the time stipulated in paragraph 2, are prohibited. In addition, any other broadeasts, which propagandize political
parties whicl noninated candidates for Deputy Tor Uie clections, arg prohibiled as well, It is prohibited as well 1o cover the

pre-clection campaign during the time allotted for adventising, as well as 10 use advenisement for conduct of pre-clection
campaign. e
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It is forbiddeit 1o use local broadcasting stations for the pre-clection campaign of political partes, which nominated
candidates for Deputy, excluding messages on the conduct of pre-cleclion meetings.

Il the administration of localily allots the arca for pre-clection. posters, the area shall be distributed among political parties

on basis of their equality. -

6. 48 hours before start of elections and on the day of ticir conduct, the pre-clection campaign “pro™ and “contra” political
parties or candidates (in writing, aml, audio and video products} is prohibited in means of the mass media, at polling
slations and within Uic nearest vicinity of the polling stalions. Announcement of prognosis and public opinion concerning
clections, is ceased at least 7 days before the clection conduct. :

1.  Before the moment of signing the minutes on voting resulls, members of clectoral commissions are prohibited to give

_ infonmation, conceming the final and intermediary cesults of cleclions.
8. In the course of clections, up to the day of their completion, it is prohibiled 1o publish prognoses, concerning the sesults of
clections,

9. Disputes and complaints, conceming the conduct of the pre-election campaign in means of the mass media, are (o be
resolved by The Slovakian Electoral Commiission, the decision of which is firal and binding.

W

CHAPTER VI. ELECTIONS

SECTION |, ANNQUNCEMENT ON the CONDUCY OF THE ELECTIONS

ARTICLE 24, Election day

L I The clection day is cstablished by the Chairman of the Slovakian National Council at least 80 days before their conduct, The
( lri{ccrtg:i_ of the Presidium of the Slovakian National Council is published in the Collection of Laws of the Slovakian
cpublic.

2. . Clections are Licld within single day in the enlire werritory of the Slovakian Republic. But the Chairman of the Slovakian
Nativnal Cowncil may decide 10 conduct the clections within two days.
The clections are held on a stipulated day from 7:00 1o 18:00. 1f local conditions require, the Council of administration of
localily may shill beginning of the clection 1o an carlier time.
. 4. - T Ui elections are hield during two days, then the beginning of the elections is at 14:00 of the first day, and the finish of
elections at 22:00 of the first day. During the sccond day, clections begin at 7:00 and finish at 14:00. In accordance with
local conditions, the beginning of the clection may be shilted 10 an carlier time.

ARTICLE 25. Information for voters

1. The Administation of localily at 1east 15 davs belore electiont day announces within the territory of locality the time and the
place of e conduct of efections. If several electoral divisions were formed within the territory of locality, the administration
determines Uie separated pars of the locality, military fonnations (Arlicle 4, paragraph 2) or special imstitutions (Axticle 10,
paragraph 3} to particular clectoral divisions. In addition, administration of locality informs voters of the necessity 1o have
an identification card and announces all necessary tnfornnalion.

2. Wilhin those lecations where there are more than 3000 inhabitants, the administration of locality ensures the issuing of
special single certificates, in which all necessary data on ¢lections are enlisted. In addition, administration of locality
provides delivery of said centificates directly to places of habitation of citizens. Adminisiration of locality may take decision
on performance of said measures within a populated location where there are less than 5000 voters.

SECTION Ii. MANNER OF VOTING

ARTICLE 26. Poliing station preparation

I. Before the beginning of the clections the Chairman of the divisional clectoral commission, with the participation of
members of Uie commission, exccutes inspection of the polling box and the box for unused and diveried ballots, If restlts
of the inspection are positive, the boxes are sealed. In addition, equipment and extent of preparation of the polling station
and documentation to the clection are checked: availability of lists of candidates and suflicient number of ballots, as well &5
sufficient number of non-lransparent envelopes for placing baliots. Afler the conducl of such inspection, clections arc
announced opencd. .
If the clections are lield for two days, the Chairman of We divisional electoral commission must ensure that afier compleuon
of the first day of elections, stationary or mobile polling boxes were sealed in such way that to exclude possibility to cast into

it non-registered ballots. The chiairman of tie divisioual electoral commission personally selects a safe place for the storage
ol baltots and voter lists.

ARTICLE 27. Booths for completing ballots

1. Booths for complcting ballots arc to be armiged so that scereey of voting shall be ensured. Each voter with ballot shall pass
tirough e pelling-booth for completing the baliot, Otherwise the voler is not allowed Lo vote, Within these booths only the
voter lim (hier) self can be present.

2. Any outside present persons, including menibers of the clectornl commission of any rank, have no righl Lo come 0 the
polling booth simultancously with voler., :
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ARTICLE 28. Voting

l.  Each voter votes persanallv. A voter has no rght 10 charge anothcr person o vole wistead of Lim (her). Members of the
divisianal ciectoral commission have no right (o complete ballots instead of voters,

2. Aler coming into the polling station, the voter presents an identification casd; after thit e (she) is noted i bath copics of
voter lists and receives a ballot from the member of commission. If a voler has oo identilication card, and no one member
of e comuission knows him (her) personally, he (she} is requited 1o prescnt two witnestes whout menbers of the
commission know personally. If before completion of voling the voter did nat do so, the voter is not pennitied 10 vole,

3. Having coming 1o the polling station with a voter certificate, the voler is enlered by divisionul ciectoral commission to the
voler list. The record is witnessed the Chairman and two members of the commission by their signatures. the voler
certificate is filed to the first copy of the voter list. Alter that commission gives the voler a bailot aud an emply covelope.

4.  Having reccived a ballol and the cnvelope, the voter proceeds to the polling-booth lor completing the ballows (Arlicle 27
paragraph 1). Inside Uic booth the voter places inle the envelope onc baliol. In the ballot the volter may circle wrdinal
numbers of no more than four candidates listed in this ballot; with this the voler shows the candidates hc (she) gives
preference. To make any other marks in the ballot is proliibited.

5. The voter who cannol compleic the ballot personally (as the result of physical iijurics, or due to his (her) inability to read
or to wrile), has the right to invite to the polling-booth another voter wlio, in accordance with instructions of the first voler,
shall complete Uic ballot and put it into the envelope.

6. Volers cast the vole as follows: after leaving the polling-booth, the voler, in sight of membess of divisional electoml
commission drops the envelope into the polling box. A voler who has not passed through polling-bouth, is not pennitted to
vote, This regulation is applicd to the special constituencies (Article 10, pacagraph 3), bul there is possible consideration of
particular conditions of voting.

7. The voler, who hat no passibility to come to the polling station, has the right to require (e divisional electoral commission
to conduct voling by vinuc of mobile ballot box. In this case the divisional clecionl cotnmission sends o himn (her) at lcast
two meinbers of the commission with the mobile ballot box, envelope and baliot. These members of divisional electoral
commission arc obliged to ensure secrecy of voling.

8. The voler, who cainot drop the ballot into the polling box due to physical injury, may ask another voter to do this ot his
(her) presence, but not @ member of the clectoral commission,

ARTICLE 20, Maintaining order at the polling station

L Cluirman of the divisional electoral commission is responsible for maintaining order a1 die polling station; it the case of his
(her) abscnce responsibility is laid upon his (her) deputy.

2. Instructions and orders of the Chairman of the divisional ¢lectoral comumnission or depuly Chainnan of this commission,
conceming maintenance of the order at the polfing station and the proper conduct of cleclivns, are obligatory for all permsons
whe are present at the polling station, :

3. T is prohibited 10 conduct agitation concemed with running elections,

ARTICLE 30. Veting interruption

1f circumstances arise thay hinder the start, nonnal conduct of completion of votug, the divisional clectorl commission has
e right s0 postpone the stan of voting to a later time, or 1o extend the time of vousg, As e weyult of this, the 1ol tme of
voting (Articte 24) siull not change. The Divisional cleclor! conrunission infonins voters abont bt event, using all available
means al the focality. i1 voulig iicrruption being the case, the divisional electoral commission 15 reqaired to seal all documents
and polling boxes. Under continuation of voling, the chairmian, in the presence of twu member: wf comumission, is required 1o
inspect the intepniy of the scals and to record this (act in e minntes on valing sesubs within said polling station.

ARTICLE 31. Voting completion

Adter expiration of the lime determined as the time of voling completion, atly those voters who were inside the polling
station or in from of i, are permitied (o vote. Afler the monient whicn the last volers have cast ihie vote, the doors of the polling
station are cluscd wned e chainnan of divisional cleciora) gommission announces the volig cotpleted,

SECTION Ill. DETERMINATION AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECT!ION RESULTS

ARTICLE 32. Persons who may be present during tabulation of vates

Members of clecloral conunission and commissions of e higher ranks, and ofliciak of special (counting) groups of Minse
commission, as well as persows, who have permissions, issued by the Slovakian Vleciord Commission, have the right 10 be
presemt in the room whiere divisional clectoral copunission is tabulating votes.

ARTICLE 33. Tabulating votes by divisional electorat commission .

L. Aler voling completion the Chairman of Ui divisional clectoral commission scals exeessive, umised ballots in envelopes
and opens 1he polling box. If the divisional clectoral commission (in accordance with requests of individual voters) hias used
mobile ballol boxes, than contents of the boxes afler their opening shall be nrixed by the commissivin.

2. The divisiomal electoral comunission extracts envelopes with ballols from tie palling box, counts the number of envelopes
with scals ard compares the number of envelopes with data in the voter list. Outside envelopes without seal are excluded
from funlicr calculation by tic comusnission. .

Y Alfler extraction of ballots from envelopes, Uie divisional cleclom! commiission surls them and couns ie nunber of ballits
cast for individual political parties, In the course of Whis the cotmission climinmes invidid ballots, T addition, Uie commission
deteemnines the muaber of voters whe have used e right to give preference to individual cadidaies, “The munber of such
ballots s counted fur caclt political panty, lu addition, Uic commission counts numbwr of preferential votes which were cast
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for indivadud eandidites in ballots.

4. Fach member of the divisional clectoral conunission has the right to review hatlots. The chainman ol the divisional elcctoray
conunrsion siveys the accuracy of tabulating voles.

ARTICLE 34. Inspection of ballots

1. Iu faver of lists of candidates of a political party those ballots are counted which have crossed out, changed or added
sunsies and naes of candidates. l\]o alicntion shall be paid to such correction when tabulating votes. 1M a voter circled in
le hallnt more than foir candidates, the ballog is counted in favour of the party that submilied it, but is cxcluded from
considerntion during counting of prefercntial votes.

2. Those ballots wiiicls are~printed with a non-stipulated fonl, which differs from the printing used in menifolding, are
comidered invalid. 10 there are several ballots of differcnt political partics inside the cnvelope, they arc.announged invalid,
AT there are several ballots of the same political pasty inside the envelope, they are corisidéred as one vote. 1f on one of such
“halluts the preferetice was given 10 one o more candidates, then that ballot in which the preference wis given 1o e greatesy
munte: of capdidates, is selected for further counting of votes. If on severl ballots the same number of preferential votes
were cast, but not ju favor of the saine candidates, the prefecential voting shall not be taken into account.

3. W there are any doubls with respect (o the validity of the cavelope, ballot ar preferential vole, the final decision on these
matters is tken by regional electoral conunission. :

ARTICLE 35. The minutes of divisional electoral commissions on voting

1. I divisional clectoral commission compiles in duplicate the minutes an eleclion resulis. The winutes are to be signed by
e Clneman and all members of the divisional electoral commission. The reasons for refusal to sign the minues arc 1o be
ajtached o the inutes. :

7. e tunules o vating results of the divisional clectorl commission shail include:

ad  tie of start and finish of voling, time of voling imerruption, il this fact took phaee;

M 1ot muntber of pesons enlered into voler list at a given clectoral division,

¢} twner of soters who received envelopes;

d)  esber of banded over etvelopes;

L aunberol valid votes, cast for individual lists-of candidates forDeputy; © )

37 e of voters of political panty, who used the right to cast preferential votes;

2y miuber of valid preferential votes, cast for individual candidales in accordance with lists of condidates for Deputy:

By sunmany of claims and proposals, submitted to the divisional clectonal comnumission, as well as resolutions. taken by the
coinmission and their briel substantintion.

ARTICLE 236. Completion of activity of divisional electoral commission

L. After iabulating voles and signing the minutes on voling results, the Chairman of the divisional clectoral commissicn
antoieees voting results and without any delay Lransfers one copy of Uic above- menlioned minutes to the district commniission.

.-}!'l-.'r thit meuthers of the divisional electoral connission are pending for instructions of district commission on completion

the work,

1Cwithin 1 24 hours after voling tenmination, the chairman of the divisional electoral commission shall not perform his

{ticr) dutes on transfer of data to district clectoral commission {in spilc of the requirement of e latter), the district

clector! conumission has the right o transfer to the constiluency clectoral commission voting resulls for the rewaining

clectorul divisions,

Y llic divisional electaral commission seals up completed ballots and the voter list, and transfers them together with all other
dociments, concerning elections, to administration of locality for storage.

()

AATICLE 37. Tabulation of votes by district electoral commissions

The disiricl electom! conunission collects voting results from pdrticular divisionat electoral commyissions and by virue of it
special (connting) groups inspect comnpleteness of minutes of divisional electoml commissions, which reficcts the conduct and
reanlis of 1hie eleclions in clectoral divisions. During this process/only members of clectoral commissions and members of theif
apecial (comuing) groups, as weil as persons who have the pennission of The Slovakian Electoral Commission, may be present
in e working room. The inspected minutes are to be sent immediately 1o the Slovakian Electom Commission.

ARTICLE 38. Tabulation of votes by regional elector-al commissions

1. Ihe regional clecioral commission tabulates voles and delermines voting results within a given constituency on tic basis of
voling resnlis, scut by district commissions. If any doubts arise, this commission has the right 1o require baltots and other
ducuinents, concerning electivns, from respective district clectoral commission from administmtion of locality. If there is 2
necessity, the cotmtission has e right 1o requcst an explanation and additional inforimation from the above-mentiune
bexlics g

1 Oy wemmbers of the clectotal comuission, members of canstituency clectoral commissions and their special (cnunll"z’-)
proteps. as well as persens who have pennission, issued by the Slovakian Nationat Commission, ‘have the tight lo be presen
i the moom used by constituency clecloel commission for tabulating vetes aud detcomining voting sesulis,
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"ARTICLE 39. The minutes on voting results of regional electoral commission

. The regional electoml comuiission records the minutes in duplicate; Uic minutes reflects voting results within given constituency.

The minutes arc signed by the Chainnan and all members of e commission, The rcfusal 10 siga tie minutes should be
auached Lo the minutes,

2. The minutes of the segional clecinral cominission on voling results shall include the following data:

] a)  number of electoral divisions within a given region and the number of divisional ¢lecloral commissions, which semt
. dala, represcnting voting results;

b)  number of persons included into valer list within a given region;

€) number of volers who reccived envelopes;

d) . numbcr of envelopes dropped into polling boxes;

¢) number of valid votes cast for cach list of candidates for Deputy;

f) number of volers of a palitical pany who used the right to cast preferential votes;”

g) number of valid prelerential votes, cast for individual candidates for Deputy in accordance with lists of candidates:

h) summary of claims and proposals, submitled to the regional clectoral commission, as well as resolutions, taken by the
commission and their brief substantiation.

Aler signing both copics of the minutes on voting results, the Chairman of the regional clectoral commission without any
delay sends one copy of the minutes to the Slovakian Electoral Commission. All the last documnents, concerning the conduct
of clections, are transferred to the respective National committee for storage.

b ad

ARTICLE 40. Determination of number-of-delegates, elected in constituencies

1. Afler consideration of the minutes sent by the regional electoral commission, the Slovalian Elrcloral Comunission on their
basis determines the number of valid votes, cast for all liss of candidates for Deputy in all constituencies. The obtained
number is divided as stipulated by Law by the number of Depulics; the result is approximated {0 the whole number. The
result is the republican manpdale number.

2. The total number of y;ah'd voles, cast within cach constiluency, is divided by the republican mandate number. The obtained
result of division gi)'es the number of mandates for cach constituency,

3. If due'to the aboye~mentioned actions not all mandates were distributed, the Slovakian Elecloral Commission subsequently

presents mandates to those constituencics, where the greatest remainder of division was obtzined. If these temainders are
equal, loucryjis used. .

A
ARTICLE 41, Participation of parties in the first round of elections

1. The Slovakian Electoral Commission determines the total numbers of voles, cast in favor of each political party, political
movemen! and codlition

2. Further The Slovakian Elcctorat Commission delermines:

a)  which political pary or political mmovemecmt reccived less than 5% of the votes;
b}  which coalition, intluding two or three political panties, or potitical movement reccived less than 7% of votes;

¢)  which coalition, including at least four political partics, or political movement received fess than 10% of total nuinber
af valid voies.

Under further deternmination of resulls of the elections and distribwtion of mandates these potitical panties, politicat
. movements and coalitions, as well as votes cast for themy, shall pot be taken into account.

3. If The Slovakian Elcctoral Conmission detennines that no one political party (political movement of coalition) mects the
requiremeits of paragraph 2, the above-mentioned limits will be towered:

a) for political partics or political movemnents - from 5% 1o 4% or 3%;
b) -for coalilions according o pargrph 2, subpargraph b) - from 7% to 6% or 5%,
c) for coalitions according to parageaph 2, subparagraph ¢) - from 10% to 9% or 8%.

This being done so that 1o the first round of election al least iwo coalitions, or one coalition and one political party ot
political movement, ot (wo pulitical parties or political novemnenis would pass.

ARTICLE 42, The first round of etections

1. The total number of valid votcs, cast within a2 given constituency for those political parties which participate in the first
round of clections, is divided by the number of mandates, dispensed for a given constituency (Anticle 40), increased by onc;
the entirc number oblained as a result of above-mentioned division, is the regional clectoral number.

2. The total number of valid votes that were gained by 2 political panly within a given counstituency, is divided by the regional
clectoral number, and the political pany oblains as many mandates as many times regional electoml humber is contained in
the 1otal number of valid votes which were cast for a given political party. ..

o3 I, as the result of such division, tie mumber of dispensed mandates exceeds by one the number of assipned mandates, the

cxcessive mandate is laken from that political party, which within a coustituency has the least reunainder afler division. If
cquality of the remainder being he case, Uic mandate is taken from that politicat panty, which within constituency gained
uie least number af votes. If cquality of the latter indices being the casc, a lottery is pecformed.

P
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Within individual political parties the mandates are distributcd among candidates nominated by these partics in e order of
priority of the list of candidates. But, cven il onc-tenth of the total number of voters who cast valid votes for this politica)
parly use teir rights of preferential vole, then the mandate in the fist tum i gi\_rcq 1o that candidale who gained at leagy
10% of preterential voles of the tulal number of voles, cast for a political parly within a constituency. Uf the political pany
has the right Lo several mandates, and severpl capdidates meel the conrditions specified in the previous senience, then the
candidates obtain mandales in the arder which is deterniined by the lngest nunber of preferential voles, cast for them. If
equality of preferentind voles being the case, decisive is the position of candidate for Depuly in the list of candidates,

11 a political parly nominated a smallce number of candidates than the number of mandates it could oblain duc 10 clection
results, then this political party oblains only such number of mandates which equals to the number of nominces.

:.ll

ARTICLE 43. The second round of elections

1. Al mandates that were not distributed in Uie course of the first wund of clections the Slovakian Electoral Commission
transfers 1o the second round of elections. To the sccond round of elections the remaining voles, which were cast for

individual political parnties, are transleered. :

No fater than 12 hours aler obtaining the resulis of the first round of the elections, members the Slovakian Electoral |
Commission transfer 10 its Chairman lists of candidates of their political partics. The number of candidales in these lists of
candidates for Deputy is unlimiied; but a political pany has. the right to include in lists of candidates only those pertons,
who were candidates [tom the political panty it & panticular region, and had not been elected in the course of the first round
of clections. Aflce transferring lists of candidates, they can nol change neither surnames of candidates, nor the sequence of
Wheir positions within this list.

In the second round of elections the Slavakian Electorsl Commission counts the remaining voles, which were cast for
individual political parties. Then this 1o1a) pumber is divided by the munber of mandates that were not distributed in the
scourse of the first round of clections, increased by ane. The result of the division, approximated to the whole uumber, is
taken as the republican electoral number, Cach political party obtains as mmiv_f mandates, as many titnes the republican
electoral number is contained in the slun of remaindng voles, which were cast for individual political pany.

I under these conditions not all mandales shall be distributed among political partics, or if a political pany tominated the
number of candidaies less than te munber of obtained mandates, then thy: Slovakian Electoral Commission shall subsequently
distribute these mandates among thse political panics which- submitted valid lists of candidates, and which have the greater
remainder alter division in the sccond round of clections. If remainders from division of said numbkrs are equal, the
maidate is presented to that political panty, which has the greater number of votes in the Slovakian Republic; if these
indices are equal as well, the mandate is disuibuted by the way of lottery. :

If in the course of usage of this methad e number of distributed mandates was a unity larger thae is permitied, then the
cxcessive mandate is taken away from that political pay which has tic sinallest reminder of the division cstablished in the
sccond round of elections. If these renninders are equal, the mandate i taken away of that political party, which has won
the lesser number of votes. I these indices arc equal as well, the fatc of the mandate is determined by vinue of lottery.
Wilhin individual political parties candidates obtain mandates in accordance with sequence, i. c., in accordance with the
ordinal number of their position in the list of capdidates in the sccond round of elections.

Thosc candidates, which did not cain inandates neither in the fiest, nor in the second round of clections, are placed in
rescrve.

b ud

w

bl

ARTICLE 44, The minutes of the Slovakian electoral commission snd announcement of voling results

l. Afler the distribution of mandates the Slovakian Electoral Commission iecords the minutes on election results. The minules
ought to be signed by the Chairman and all inembers of the Slovakian Flectorzl Commission. If any members of e
Slovakian Electoral Commission scfuse to sign the minutes, they are required 1o substantiate their refusal.

2. The minutes on clection results shall include the following data:

a)  total number of persons who were included into voter lists;
b) total number of volers who have obtlained envelopes;

€} numbers of voles, cast for cach list of candidates (data within the Slovakian Republic and within each region arg Lo be
shown sepamately);

d)  surmames and names of those candidates, who were clected in the courss of the first round of clections in accordance
wilh individual lists of candidates tor Deputy; the number of preferential voles, gained by the candidates, is 10 be

shown 3s well; surmames snd names of candidales, clected during the second round of clections; sumanics and names
ol candidates who were placed in reserve,

The Slovakian Elcctoral Commiission publicies the election results aller signing the final minutes on clection results with 38
indication of the distribution of mandaics for individual constitucncics. In addition, the Slovakian Electoral Commission
has the right 10 announce preliminaty resulls, in which it shows dala, specified in paragraph 2, subparagraphs a) - c}-_'n“ .
Stovakian Clecioral Commission seikls results of the clections, with an indication of Uie sequence of candidaies’ pasiions,
w al} candidates for Depuly, whiclt werc lists of candidates who passed the tegistration.
ARTICLE 45. Deputy certificate

e Slovakian Elcetoral Commission issues Deputy centificates o clecled candidates.

ARTICLE 46,
(Cancclled in the new wording of the 1aw)
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ARTICLE 47. Mecasures agsinst violation of law

If within individual region facts of violation of this {aw were discovered, the Chainman of the Slovakian National Council

within otic week from tie day of announcement of clection results is rcqulrcd to take measures direcled 10 the conduct uf
clection in strict accordance with this Law, [n this case 1 is allowed 1o shorten the tenns, slipulated beforehand.

ARTICLE 48, Usagc of reserved candidates for depulies

o owaw

[f 2 inandale beecame free. then it is distributed 10 a rescrved candidate from e same polmcnl anty, according o e
priority of ils position in the list of candidates for Deputy within that constituency, where the Depuly whose mandale
beeame free was ciceied, I there were noted prefercatial voles of volers in the list of candidates, the mandate is distribwied
to the candidatc who gained the grealest number of preferential votes, Il there is no such reserved candidate, then the
candidate of the same political party becomes the Depuly, but in accordance with priority in the list of candidates, the
priorily being cstablished in the course of the second round of clections.

If there is no rescrved candidate of the same political party, then the mandate is abolished up 1o the end of term of authority
of the Slovakian National Council of the present convocauon .

{Not available)

Il by this moment Uic political party has ceased iis acuvn.y, the peserved candidate does not pass o Deputies.

If e mandate of Deputy became free duc 1o the passing of a Deputy 1o the govermment of the Slovakian Republic, a new
Deputy is posicd amnong reserved candidates.

The Chairman of the Stovakian National Council announces the appointment of a rescived candidate as a valid Depuly
within 15 days afiet abalishing the mandate of his {her) predecessor, or after the mandate has became fice according to
pargraph 5. The reserved candidate, who has became the Deputy, is issued credentials of the Dcputy, in which data of
beginning of perfonnance of new duties by him (her) is indicated,

i

CHAPTER V. MEASURES ON ELECTIONS PROVISION

AATICLE 49. Providing with auxiliary means

1.

All auxiliary facilities, mainly rooms for clectoral division, equipment of such room, covelopes with the scal of electoral
commission and necessary servicing personnicl are placed at the disposal of divisional electoral commission by the administration
of locality, on the territory of which this electoral commission was formed.

The district electoral commission is provided with all pecessary auxiliary facilities by district administration, district electoral
commission within the territory of the capital of the Slovakian Republic - Dratislava - respective district municipal

administration, and the constituency electoral commission is provided with all necessary auxiliary facilities by the territorial
regional administration.

'ARTICLE 50. Co-operation with other bodies and Institutions

1.
2.

All Stalc bodics and all State, co-operative and other institutions arc required by all incans 1o assist in e fuifilinem of
regulations of this Law.

Those institutions and persons, who are engaged in the printing industry, are required (on demand of bodics, resolving
matters in accordance with present Law) to do all possible for timely and qualitative publication of lists of candidales Yot
Deputy, single cenificates, ballots and all necessary documentation which may be necded in tie course of cleclions.

ARTICLE 51. Rights of members of electoral commissions

Thz work of an clectoral cotninission is an_honourable duly. A member of an clecton! comumission may not be appealed
against his (hcr) main oflice dutics or against other ficlds of his {hen) a:umy. concerning his (her) panicipation in tie
ciectoral conimussion. Morcover, a member of an clecloral commission is partially or fully rcleased (rom his (her) main
offices with preservation of full sn.lary.

An employer who pays salary 10 8 member of clectoral commission, has the right 1o demand reimburscinent; Uie amount of
the latter 15 established by the Ministry of Finances of the Slovakian Republic on agreement with the Minisine of |nlcmn.l
AfTais of e Slovakian Republic.

1l 2 mnember of an ciecloral cominission does not oblain a salary according to paragraph 1, his (her) bonus is establishied by

juridical regulation of the Ministry of Finances of the Slovakian Republic, on agreemen with the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the Slovakian Republic.

ARTICLE 52, Rights of candidates for deputy

B

A candidate for Deputy afer registation of a list of candidates has the right 1o address 10 his (her} employer, with Uie
application for leave, the cmployer having no fsight 10 refuse him (her). Such leave 15 presented from the next day afier
registration of the list of candidates and lasis (o Uie ond of day, preceding Uie clections.

2. On request of the candidale, the cmployer is required 1o pay the candidale an average salagy.

3. An employer has the right o demand from the political party, which norninated this candidate for Deputy, 1o reimburse
expenditures on payment 1o candidate average salary for the period of prepamtion and comnluct of cleclions.

4. An uncmployed candidate (or Deputy is paid an average bonus by that political party which included this candidale into its
list of candidaies for Depuiy.

3. The average banus {or a candidale is calculated in the same way as the averge salany of members of clectoral commissions.
6. I 2 panicular person is candidate for Depuly may w0t by reason for damaging this peson. 1L relates not only 1o labor, but
o other relations as well. Duration of the leave in accordance with pamgeaph § is accoumted 1o the length ol scrvice.
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ARTICLE 53. Relmbursement of expenditures on the conduct of elections

1. Expenditures on the conduct of clections to the Slovakian National Counci, including expenditutes of district administration
aof localities, arc ceimbursed from the State budgel of the Slovakian Republic.

2. Expcnditures according to paragraph 1 do not include expendituces of political partics for pre-clection campaign.

3. ARer inspection of elections of Deputies to Slovakian National Council, the Presidium of the Slovakian National Counci)
presents to the Ministry of Finances, Prices and Salary of the Siovakian Republic data on the number of valid votes, |
obtaincd by individual political parties; that political party, which in the coursc of tlections gained more than threé per cenl
of total number of valid votes cast within the Slovakian Republic, will obtain from the State budget reimbursement to the

amount of 60 conines per cach said vote.

CHAPTER V1Il. TRANSITIONAL AND CONCLUSIVE REGULATIONS

ARTICLE 54, Regulations on authorities
1. The Ministry of [ntermal Affairs ol Slovakian Republic:

a) determines in detail 1asks of National committees in:

1) fornation of clectoral divisions;
2) compiling voter lists;
3) printing ballots;
4) finding and equipping polling stations;
, 3 storing ballots and other documents, concerning the conduct of clections.

sian Electoral Commission pattems-of printed documents and provides printing of them;

b) proposes to the Slovakia
¢) has the right to stipulate procedurcs of co-operation with bodies of the Stale management (Asticle 50, paragraph 1)
when inspecting accuracy of data in accordance with Anticle 17, paragraph 1).

2. The Slovakian Statistical Agency, on agreement wilh the Ministry of Internal Alfairs and on co-opemation with Federal
Statistical Agency, develops methods ol processing voling results.

ARTICLE 55,
All measures undertaken by respective bodics of the State management on implementation of this Law, in spite of not

coming into legal force this Law, shall be considered so, as if the Law has already legal power.

ARTICLE 56. Cancellation of old law
Be it enacted by Uiis the cancellation o
National Council”.

{ Law No. 55/1971 of the Slovakian Nationa! Council “On clections to the Slovakian

ARTICLE 57. Coming the law into force
This Law comes into legal force from the date of its publication (16 March 1930).
Law of the Slovakian National Council No.... comes into force from the date of its publication (16 January 1992).
Law of the Slovakian National Council No 104/1992 comes into force [rom the date of its publication {12 March 1992).
Law of the Slovakian National Counci No 518/ 1992 comes into force from the date of its publication (13 November 1992)-
Law of the Slevakian National Council No 15771994 comes into force from the date of its publication (28 Junc 1994).
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The National Council of the Slovak Republic
has adopted this Act:

Fart I.
Fundamental Provisions

Article 1

Elections into community self-administration bodies
take place on the base of general, equal and direct
franchise by executing of a ballot.

Article 2

/1/ The right to vote into the community self-
administration bodies has any citizen of the Slovak Republic
having his permanent stay in the community /hereinatter
weitizen®/ and completing his 1iB-year of age on the election
day. - . L
+ /27 The right to vote, however, has not such a citizen
who was relieved of the capability for legal desds or his
capability for legal deeds was limited. )

/3/ An obstacle in executing af franchise is:

a/ legally determined limitation of the personal freedam on
account of the population health protection,
b/ execution of an imprisonment punishment or of a custody.

Article &

/1/ Any citi=zen having the right to vote can be elected
as a deputy of the community /tawn/ administration body.
/27 Office of the community /town/ administration

deputy is incompatible with the function of a

a/ judge, - ’

b/ prosecutor or prosecutor office investigator,

c/ member of an armed security corps or of the Correcting
Education Corps /functioning in imprizonment
institutions/,

d/ self-administration office worker, in which he would be
elected, and main auditor,

e/ mayor of the community.

aAarticle 4

/1/ Any citizen having the right to vote and completing
25-year of age on the election day can b2 elected the mayor
of a community /or the primator of a town/.

/2/ Function of the community mayor fof the town
primator/ is incompatible with the functions described in

the article 3, paragraph 2, letters &/ to d/.

ey .
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Fart II.
Voters lists

Article 5
Compilation of the Voters List

The voters list is compiled and conducted by the
community, in Bratislava, the capital of the Slovak
Republic, and in the city of Kosice by a city part
/hereinafter “"community"/ accarding to polling stations.

article &6
Recording into the Voters List

/1/ Citizens owing the right to vote are recorded into
the voters lists in a community accarding to the place of
their parmanent stay. Every voter can be recorded in the
single voters list only. :

" 2, Citizens who obtain ar lose the riaht to vote after
the voters lists are completed will be recorded into the
voters list, or crossed out of it, additionally. The same
way is followed when the permanent stay has been changed.

/5/ A obstacle in executing of the right to vote is
recorded for concerned citizens in the voters list. If this
obstacle ceases, the recorded note is crossed out there.

Articlie 7
Display of the Voters List

The community displays the voters list to anable
citizens to look at it 30 days before the election day at
the latest. The cgmmunity informs citizens about displaying
of the voters list in & way known in the locality.

Art;cle 8
Objections Frocedure

/1/ Every citizen can orally, or in writing presant
somz objections to the community concerning any
incorrectnesses in the voters list and suggest its
correction. The community should. immediately decide on
objactions and execute the correction in the voters list or
inform, in writing, r=asons why the correction cannot be
performed.

/2/ 1If the objection is rejected by the community, the
citizen can present it to the competent district court. The
court is obliged to decide the case within 3 days. The
provisions of the Ciwvil frocedure Code dealing with
decisions scrutinizing of other institutions are taken into
the consideration. According to the court decisicn, the
causal change in the voters list is perftormed by the
community, or by the polling statidn commision on the
alection day. Tha court proceeding is fre2e of charge. Tha
—gurt decision iz not to be appealed.

el
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Fart III.
Election District and Folling Stations

Article 9
Election Districts

/1/ Election districts with several mandates are
created for the elections into the community /town/ self-
administration bodies. Deputies for tye community self-—
administration bodies in these districts are elected in a
rate to the cammunity inhabitants amount, 12 deputies at
most in a election district.

/2/ One district should be created in such a community
where 12 or less deputies are to be elected.

/37 Election districts and the number of their deputies
according to the paragraphs 1, 2 above are determined by the
community according special regulations 63 days before -the
election day at the latest. ' .

/47 In town$é being devided into some town parts, the
boundaries of the election districts coincide with these
town parts.

/5/ The every community creates one single-mandate
election district for the election of a mayor /in towns
primator/.

Article 10
Folling Stations

/1/ In communities, polling stations are created for
balloting and counting of. votes.

/2/ The polling stations and the voting rooms in each
of them are created by the community 40 days before the
elections day at the latest.

/3/ A polling station is created in such a way it wouid
include as a rule L0000 voters. Special polling stations
could be created for remote community parts if there are, at
least S50 voters there. FPolling stations must not exceed the

election district koundaries.
3

FPart IV.
Election Authorities

Article 11
General Frovisions

/17 Election into the community self-administration
bodies is controlled by the Slovak Voting Commission.
Election is controlled: in districts by district voting
commissions, in towns by town voting commissions and in
other communities by local voting commissian.

/2/ Folling station voting commissions are created in
single polling stations.
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/%7 Every person capable to vote can be the member of a
voting commission. Any candidate to be the deputy in &
community /town/ self-administration body or the mayor
/primator/ of a community /town/ cannot by the member of any
voting commission.

/4/ Election commissions are created from an equal
number of political parties or their coalitions which submit
an independent candidate document taking into account
conditions described in the articles 12, paragraph 1 and 13,
paragraph 1. The political parties and coalitions submit
the names, together with addresses, of their
representatives and substitutes to the person calling the
first meeting of the voting commission. In a case of
illness, Jjob—business or extinction of the member function,
the commissiaon chairman calls in the substitute according to
the order given by the political party or a coalition. If a
candidate document is declared invalid or is taken away,

membership of those representatives in voting commissions

finishes.
]

/5/ The voting commission members beginn their function
by performing the following vow: "I promise on my honour to
exvecute my function caonscientiously and impartially and to
direct myself according to the laws and other legal
requlations”. The vow is rendered into hands of the person
callina in the first session of the voting commission.

/67 The voting commission adopts a decision if the
majority af its members is present. The decision is valid i+
it is adopted by the majority of the present commission
members. In the case of the equality of votes, the proposal
is taken as rejected. The voting commission makes a report
consisting of its decisions. '

/7/ The voting commission determines .a chairman and his
deputy by an agreement on its first meeting. If no agreement
has been made, the chairman and his deputy are determined by
the lottery-—ticket. The chairman and his deputy must not be
from the same party. The lottery-ticketing is controlled by
the oldest commission membar. _

/8/ The reaistrar /thereinafter vsecretary"/ of the
Slovak Voting Commission is appointed by the Slovak Republic
Gavarnment. The secretary of the district voting commission
is appointed by the District office head as a rule fraom the
district office workers. The secretaryas of the town
/community/ or polling station cammission are appointed by
the community mayor, as a rule, from the self-administration
office workers. The secretary should be appointed in
advance, sufficiently. so that he may fulfiil tasks
determined by law. During the commission sessions, the
secretary has an advisory vote. The secreatary takes the vow
according to the paragraph S.

/9/ The Slovak Voting Commission, district votina
commiszions, the city wvoting commissions and the community
voting commissions create up the cénters from workers
allocated by appropriate state staristics affice pupposelily
for the commputer proccesing of election results. These
workers take wows according to the parazraph 3.



Article 12
The Slovak Voting Commission

/1/ Every political party and coalition of some
political parties submitting candidate documents into the
community /town/ celf-administration body in one third, at
least, of districts in the Slovak Republic delegate into the
Slovak Voting Commission 2 representatives and Z substitutes
45 days before the election day at the latest.
/2/ The first session of the Slovak Voting Commission
is called by the chairman of the Slovak Republic Gavernment -
within 3 days after elapsing of the term stated in the
paragraph 1. .
S/ The Slovak Voting Commission especially
a/ supervises the keeping of the legal regulations
concerning the elections,

b/ decides about complaints on the district commission
procedures and appeals against their decisions,

c/ finds out and publishes the election results o the
community self-administration bodies in the Slovak
Republic,

d/ fulfils another tasks according to this act and special
regulations.

- Article 13
District Voting Commission

/1/ Every political party and coalition submitting a
candidate document into the community /town/ self-
administration bodies in one third, at least, of the
communities of the district delegates 2 representatives and
2 substitutes into the district voting commission 50 days
before the election day at the latest.
/2/ The tirst session of the district voting commission
js called by the district office head within 3 days atter
elapsing of the term stated in the paragraph 1.
" /37 The district voting commission

a/ supervises the keeping of the legal regulations
concerning the election,

b/ decides about complaints on the town or community voting

: commission procedures and appeals against their
decisions,

c/ finds out and publishes the election results into the
community self-administration bodies in the district,

d/ hands over the election writings into the safe-keeping of
the district office,

e/ fulfils further tasks according to this act, special

regqulations and tasks being charged by the Slovak Voting
Commission. o

)



Article 14
Town and Community Voting Commission

/1/ Every political party and coalition submitting a
candidate document for election into the community /town/
celf-administration body delegates to the community /town/
voting commissien /hereinafter "1ocal voting commission'/ 2
its representatives and 2 substitutes 55 days before the
election days at the latest.

/2/ The local voting commission must consist of 3
members as the minimum. If there is no local commission
created in the way described in the paragraph 1, mayor ot
the community appoints the rest of its members.

/37 The first meeting of the local voting commission is

called by the community mayor within 3 days after elapsing
of the term statesd in the paragraph 1.

/4/ The local voting commission

a/ supervises the keeping of the legal regulations
concerning the election,

b/ decides on complaints on the polling station commissions
procedures and appeals against their decisions,

c/ reconsiders and registers the candidate documents and the
proposals of independent candidates for election into

the community /town/ self-administration body and

candidates for the function of. the mayor /primator/.,

hands over the voting writings into the safe-keéeping of
the community.

d/

Article 15
Folling Station Voting Commission

/1/ Every political party and cocalition of political
parties of which a candidate document was registered for the
election into the community /town/ self-administrative body
delegates one its representative and one substitute into
each polling station commission 30 days before the election
day at the latest.

/2/ Folling station commission must have 5 members as
the minimum. If this number is not achieved, the commun ity
mayor invites the political parties and coalitions of the
political parties mentioned in the paragraph 1 to delegate
mores their repressntatives. If the political parties and
coalitions fail to do so, in spite of +he challenge, within
= days, the members of the polling station commission are
appoint=ad by the community mayor from citizens without any
political membership.

7=/ The first session of the polling station commission
igs calied by the community mayor within 7 days since
elapsing of the tarm mentianed in the paragraph 1.

/4/ The polling station commission
a/ secures the course of voting, esge:ially it supervises

the correct handling with the ballots and takes care of
the ord=r in the poll,

cr

zummes up the votes and prepares A& record on veiing which

immediately submits the local pelling commission,
¢/ hands owver all! other wrilings about the election to the
eate—keeping o7 ths Community.

&




Fart V.
Froposal and Registration of Candidates into the Community
/Town/ Self-Administration Bodies

Article 1é
Candidate Documents

/i/ Candidate documents for election inta the community
/town/ self—administration body can be submitted by
political parties and coalitions of some political parties
for sach polling district separately.

/2/ There is a possibility to apply for the. candidature
to the community /town/ self-administration body by some
independent candidates who make the proposal on their own.

/3/ The candidate documents of the political parties,
coalitions of some political- parties and of independent
candidates should be submitted to the secretary of the local
voting commission, in duplicate, 55 days before the electior
day at the latest. . :

‘ s4/ The candidate document consists of

a/ name of the political party or the coalition of some
political parties,

b/ name. age, occupation and the permanent stay of
candidates and their order on the candidate document
expressed by an Arabic number, '
names and addresses oY a repreésentative and his
substitute of the political party or coalition of
some political parties. The candidate may be neither the
mentioned representative nor his substitute.

/5/ The proposal of the independent candidate consists

“is pame, first name, age, occupation and the permanent
tay.

-
L]

[w]
s

/67 The political party or coalition can put such a
number of their candidates ats, in the voting district
"concerned, should be the number of elected deputies in the
community /town/ celf-administration body.

/7/ The candidate for election into the same community
/town/ self-administration body may candidate in one voting
district only.

/87 Every candidate document must have enclosed
declarations of each candidate signed by his own that he
agress with his candidature and gave no consent to be on
other candidate document, and that there are no him Knowo
obstacles to be elected.

/97 The proposal of the independent candidate should be
enclosed by a petition of 100 authorized voters, in
communities with over 2000 inhabitants, and of 30 authorized
voters, in communities with less than 2000 inhabiftants. In
this petition, it should be put, next to a signature, name
and first name, his native aumber and the permanent stay.

/10/ A candidate into the community /town/ self-
administration body must have the fgermanent stay in the
community whera h2 is the candidate.
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Article 17
Registration of Candidates

71/ The local voting commission reconsiders the
submitted candidate documents and crosses out
a/ the candidate having not enclosed the declaration
according to the article 146, paragraph 8,

b/ the candidate found on the candidate documents of several
political parties or coalitions of political parties
or on these candidate documents in several voting -
districts where there is not attached the declaration
according to the article 16, paragraph 8, if this
candidate signed the declaration on several candidate
documents, he is crossed out on all candidate documentis,

c/ the candidate who is over the determined number according
to the article 16, paragqraph &,

d/ the candidate not having the permanent stay in the
community where he is the candidate.

r /2/ The local voting commission also reconsiders the
proposals of the independent candidates and does not
registrate the candidate not fulfilling the conditions
stated in the article 16, paragraph 9 and 10.

/37 The local voting commission registers all
candidates stated on the valid candidate documents and on
the proposals of independent candidates 45 days before the
election day at the latest. The information about the
registration is marked on the candidate document and on the
independent candidate proposal. The candidates’ registration
should be reported, in writing, to the political parties,
the coalitions, the independent candidates and the district
voting commission. The district voting commission
immediately reports this fact to the Slovak Voting
Commission. The candidates registration is a condition of
ballots’ compilation and printing.

Article 18
Candidature Froclamation

The local voting commission publishes, in a way an the
place usual, name, age, occupation, membership in a
political party of the registered candidates or the fact
that the candidate is independent 30 days before the
election day at the latest.

Article 19
Quitting and Withdrawals of the Candidature

/i/ A candidate may quit, in writing, his candidature
until ¥ days before the election beginning. By the same
time, a candidate may be also withdrawn, in writing, by the
political party or coalition which has candidated him.

/2/ The declaration of guitting or withdrawal of a
candidate canmnot be taken back. This declaration is
delivered, in duplicate, to the local commission chairman
who immediately secur=ses its publiication in a way in that
alace usual.



/%7 If the quittina or withdrawal declaration was made
after the candidate registration, his personal data are left

on the ballot, but he is not taken inte account at the time
of mandate allocation. -

.o article 20
EBallots

/1/ The local voting commission secures the printing of
the ballots in the necessary amount through the district
oifice.

2/ The common ballot of all registered candidates is
prepared for every election district. '

/3/ The candidates are listed, on the ballot, in the
alphabetical order giving their order number, name and Tirst
name, age, occupation, name of the political party or
coalition which candidates him, or data informing that he is
the independent candidate. Further, the ballot consists of
the number of the community /town/ self-administration body
members to be elected in this vaoting district. .

, /4/ The ballots are marked by the stamp of the Slovak
Voting Commission. .

/5/ Tha community secures the delivering of the btallots
o all wvoters I days before the election day at the latest
and to the polling station commissions on the election day.

- Part VI. ,
Proposal and Registration of Candidates on the Function of
' the Mayor /Frimator/

Article 21
Froposal of Candidates

/1/ Candidates on the function of the community mayor
/primator/ can propose the political parties or coalitions
of some political parties. Every political party can propass
one candidate only on the post of the community mayotr
/primator/ in every community. The propesals are submi tted
in writina, in duplicate, to the secretary of the local
voting cammission 33 days before the election day at the
latest.

/2/ There is also a possibility to candidate on the
post of the community mayor /primator/ as an independent
candidate. The independent candidates submittes his proposal
in writing, in duplicate, to the secratary of the local
voting commission 33 days before the election day the
latest. A petition signed by 100 authorized voters as the
minimum, in communities with over 2000 inhabitants, and by
50 authorized community voters as the minimum, in
communities with less than 2000 inhabitants. The petition
should consist ne2xt to each signature, name and the first
name of tha voter, his native identity number and the
permanent stay. "

/=/ The registration proposal ‘consists oF the candidate
namz and the first name, his age, occunation and the
permanent stay. The propasal is to b2 attachad by the
declaraticn accorcding to the article 14, paragraonh 8.




‘l‘-ti';“__ _

/847 The candidate on the post of a mayor /primator/
must have the permanent stay in the community where he
candidates.

/5/ Candidature on the post of the community mayor
/primator/ does not exclude a candidature on the community
/town/ self-administration deputy post as well.

Article 22
Registration of Candidates

/1/ The local voting commission reconsiders the

submitted proposals. It does not register
a/ the candidate not having attached the declaratian

according to the article 16, paragraph 8,
b/ the candidate if the petition is not attached or

incommpleted according to the article 21, paragraph 2,
c/ the candidate not having the permanent stay in the

community where he candidates /article 21, paragraph 4/.

1 /2/ Candidates fulfilling requests are registered by

the local voting commission 45 days before the election day.
Information about the candidates® registration is marked in
the candidate documents and on the proposals when it
concerns the independent candidate. The candidates’
registration should be reported, in writing, to the
political parties, coalition of the political parties,
independent candidates and to the district voting )
commission. The district voting commission immediately
reports this fact to the Slovak Voting Commission. The
candidates registration is a condition of ballots
compilation and their printinag.

Article 23
FProclamation, Quitting and Withdrawals of the Candidature

Frovisions of the articles 18 and 19 are applied to
the election of the community mayor /primator/ as well.

Article 24
Ballots

/1/ The local voting tommission chairman secures the
printing of ballots in the necessary amount through the
district office.

/2/ The ballots for elections of the community mayor
/primator/ are prepared in such a way +hat the registered
candidates of all political parties, coalitions and
independent candidates are listed in the alphabetical order
giving their order number, name and the first name, age,
occupation, name of the political party or coalition which
candidates him or an information that he is tha indep=2ndent
candidate. .

/3/ FProvisions of the article 24, paragraphs 4 and 35
are applied similarly. '
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Fart VII.
Election Freparation

Article 235
Election Proclamation

/1/ Election in the community /town/ self-
administration bodies and election of the community mayors
/primators/ proclaims the chairman of the National Council
of the Slovak Republic. .

/2/ Election into the community self—administration
bodies take place in the whole territory of the Slovak
Republic on the same day. The chairman of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic may determine that the
election take place within 2 days. .

/57 The chairman of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic proclaims election into the community self-
administration bodies and determines the election day 70
days: before this day at the latest. The decision of chairman -
of the Slovak Republic National Council is published in the
Acts’ Collection of the Slovak Republic.

Article Zé6
Election Day

/17 Election take place on the determined day from
7.a.m. till &.p.m. If some local needs request otherwise,
the community mayor may determine the beginning of election
on an earlier hour. '

2/
becinning is determined from Z2.p.m. till 10.p.m. of the
first day. On the second day, election is held from 7.a.m.
ti1l Z.p.m. If some local conditions request atherwise, the
community mayor may determine the election beginning on both
days. Tor an earlier haur.

Article 27
Information for Voters

The community mayor informs voters in a way in the
community usual on the place and time of election in- the
cocamunity 15 days betore the election day at the latest. If
there were created several polling stations in the
community, the community mayor states which paris of the
community be2leong to the singlsa poliing stations. The
community mayor at the same time calls attention to voters
on a duty to have at a disposal their identity cards and
cstates other information necessary for the fluent election
Course. .

[
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Article 28
‘-~eparation of the Voting Room

/1/ The polling station commission chairman checks up,
in th presence of commission the voting box and the portable
voting box before the voting beginning and seals them. He
aleo checks up the room outfit wether there is ready the
voters list and the sufficient number of ballots and the
empty envelopes marked by the official stamp of the mayor
/hereinafter “envelope"/.

/27 1f election is held within 2 days, the polling
station commission chairman secures the both boies so that
it may not be possible to insert some ballots into them, and
put them, toghether with other election writings on a
secured place.

Article 29
Recaoms for the Ballot Arrangements

in the voting rooms, some special room is reserved for
arrangements of ballots separated in such a way as to be
secured the secrecy of voting. The number of this room is
determined by the community mayor according to the number of
vaters in the polling station. Nobody can be present in this
room but the voter alone, not even any member of the palling
station commission. '

Article 30
Election Campaign

/1/ Election campaign period is 1imited to T0 days till
48 hours before election’s beginning.

/27 1In election campaign period every political party
submmites the candidates lists at least in 1/3 of Slovak
Republic’s districts the equal admission to the public
media. All the candiding political parties and independent
candidatas have the equal admission to the local media.

/3/ Local administrative bady provides the space for
election posters. Its using must be equal by each candiding
political party and independent candidates.

/47 48 hrs bafore election’s beginn as well as at the
election’s day the election campaign executing is
prohibited. Verbally, in writing, by tone and picture in
state and local media, in the ccats of pollinag station
commiesions and their surroundings.

/5/ Voting commissions members and their staff are .not
allowed to inform about the course and voting results till
the voting records are not signed. ’
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Fart VIII.
V'oting Course

Voting
Article =1

/1/ The voter is obliged to vote personally. He is not
allowed to authorize another person for these purposes..
District voting commission’s members are not allowed to ’
arrange the voter’'s ballots. The-voters are voting on
sequence as they entered the poll.

/2/ Entering the poll they are obliged to present
themselves with identity card and after the registration
they will give the envelope from the commission. If no
member of the commission knows the voter and he is not able
to present himself by the identity card, the voter is asked
to prove his identity by the evidence of two persons well -
known by the commission. The voting will be refused, it he
je not able to do it till the finishing of voting. :

' /3/ Commission gives to the voter new ballots in case
of their incorrect fulfilling or missing ones.

/4/ Yoter with the envelope enters the voting space
where he may arrange the ballots. Next he is duty to put to
the envelope one ballot for community self-administration
/mayor/ voting and the other one for municipal self-
administration /mayor/ voting. The voter signs on balliot the
sequence number of candidates he votes Tor. The voter may
sign on ballot as a maximum the number of candidates which
is equal to number of those, they should be elected in
particular poll. He signs on mayor’'s candidate ballots the
candidate he wvotes for.

/5/ Lzaving the space for ballot’'s arrangement voter
puts the ballot to the voting box. The commission prohibits
the voting for those not enter the arranagement space.

/67 The voter may asks on important grounds to vote out
of poll. In this case two commission’s members with portable
voting bou and envelope snables the voter to vaote. In this
case the ballot must be secured too.

Article 32

Handycaped voters, unable to arrange the ballot, have
right to take the other voter to the ballot arrangement
space, to arrange the ballot, put it to the envelope instead
and on th= sign of handycaped voter.

Article I3
Order in the Foll and Its Nearest Surroundings

District voting commission’'s Chairman is responsible
for order in poll and its surroundings. His orders for
Leeping ths order in poli are obligatory for all.
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Article 34
Vote Breaking

District voting commission on agreement with local one
ics allowed to adjourn the voting or prolongate it in at
circumstances. when the beginning continuing or closing the
voting is not possible. Bistrict voting commission is duty
ta announce the voters on this measure. When the voting is
breakina the district voting commission is duty to seal up
the voting documentation, voting box and. portable vating
box. Chairman at the presence of district voting
commission’s members ascertains the seals on repeated vote
beginning and sign it on voting record.

Article 35
Vote Closing

, Passing the voting time only voters in poll or front of
it are allowed to vote.d After the voting the poll is closed
and district voting commission’s chairman declares the
voting to be finished.

Part IX.
Election’s Result Ascertaining

Article 36
Counting Votes Presence

By district voting commission’s votes counting, the
members of higher degree voting commissions their staff and
other ones permitted by Slovak Voting Commission are allowed
to be present in poll.

Article 37
Counting Votes by the District Voting Commission

/1/ District voting commission’s chairman orders to
seal not used ballots and envelopes and open the voting box,
after the vote closing.If the portable voting box was used
by the request of the voters, the contains of both ones are
mived.

/2/ District voting commission takes off the envelopes
from voting box, counts the envelopes, cCOmpares theirs
numbar with ones at voters list. Unappropriate envelopes are
excluded by the commission.

/%/ District voting commission divides the ballots for
the community /municipal/ self-administration and .separately
for community /municipal/ mayor voting. The commission 1is
duty to ascertain the number of valid votes given to the
particular candidates. The voting results are signed on the
voting record. o

74/ Each district voting commission’s membar may loak
at the ballots. Districi voting commission’s chairman is
obligad to control the corrscin2ss af the voies couniting.

14
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Article 3B
Ballots Judging

/17 The ballot is wvoid if:

a/ it is not printed on appropriate print,

b/ the candidates on it are not signed appropriately by the
voter, .

c/ the voter signs no one candidate on it, or signed more
candidates than should be elected for community
/municipal/ self-administration, or signed no one
candidate <for community or municipal mayor, or signed
more than one candidate for this function.

/27 District voting commission excludes the ballots
with unsigned candidates, if there are two or more ballots
on the envelope. District voting commission considers to be
valid only one ballot on envelope, if there are two or more
ballots with the candidates equally and correctly signed. In
contrary case all the ballots are void. .

' /=7 The ballot’'s damage has no influence to its
validity. There is no taking to account to crossing and
adding names on ballots.

/4/ The district voting commission finally decides ofF
ballot's validity on gquestionable cases.

. Article 39
Folling Station Commission’s Voting Record

/1/ Folling station commission is duty to make a two
copies of voting record signed by the commission’s chairman
as well as by its mambers and secretary.

/27 Record's contents is to be followed:

a/ begin and close of voting eventually its breaking,

b/ number of percons signed in voting list,

c/ number of persons which the envelopes were given,

4/ rnumber of envelopes given by thes voters,

‘e/ number of valid votes to the particular candidates vor
the community /municipal/ self-administration,

f/ number of valid wvotes given to particular community
/municipal/ mayor candidates,

g/ short contents of announcements and complaints given to
the polling station commission and the resaluticn
accepted by the commission.

/37 In communities with only one election district
/article 9/2/ the commissions are not duty to make a record.

Article 40
Folling Station Commission’s Activity Closing

/1/ &fter the votes counting and signing the voting
record the polling station commission’s chairman declares
the voting result and sends urgently one record’'s copy to
the local voting commission. s

/27 Follinc station commission is duty £o seal ths
baliots, =nvelopg=zs and voters list and sends i%t with other
voting document:ziicn te tha leocal self-administration aoffice
for zate —hkeeping.
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Article 41
Local Voting Commission’s Votes Counting

i /1/ Local voting commission is obliged to count the
‘; . votes and ascertains the voting results in community, based
- on polling station commissions records.
l /2/ In room where the voting commission counts the.
l votes are allowed to be presented the members of higher
. degree voting commissions, their staff and other persons ’
l allowed by the Slovak Voting Commission.

Article 42
tocal Voting Commission’s Record on Elections Results

/1/ Local voting commission is obliged to make two
copies recard of community’s election results. The record
will be signed by the chairman as well as other commission’s
members and secretary. ’
. /2/ Record’'s contents is to be followed:

a/ number of the polls,

b/ number aof persons signed in voters lists,

c/ number of voters which the envelopes were given,

d/ aumber of envelopes given by the voters,

e/ number of votes given to the particular candidates for
the local /municipal/ self-administration voting,

¢/ mnames of the candidates elected to the community
/municipal/ self-administration,

g/ names of the substitutes,

h/ number of valid votes given to the particular community
/municipal/ mayor candidates,

i/ short contents of record the announcement and complaints
agiven to the local voting commission.

/3/ The communities where only one poll is created
/article 972/ are not obliged to make a record.

i . . | )
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Article 43
it ocal Votinag Commission’s Record on Voting Resultis

/1/ Local voting commission is duty to make two copies
of election results record in community. The record will be
signed by its chairman, staff and s=cretary.

/2/ The record’s contents is to be followed:

a/ number of polls,

b/ number of polls and polling station commission, which
have sent the voting result,

c/ number of persons signed in voters lists, N

d/ number of voters which the envelopes were given,

e/ number of envelopes given by the voters,

£/ number of votes aiven ta the particular candidates for
the local /municipal/ self-administration voting,

g/ names of the candidates elected “to the community

/manicipal/ self-administration, or information they ar=a
I independen% candidates,
. h/ names o7 thea substitutes,
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i/ number of valid votes given to the particular candidates
for the mayor voting,

j/ name elected mayor s name, his polltlcal membershxp or
information ha is independent candidate,
K/ short contents of records the annoucement given teo the

local voting commission and resolutions accepted by the
commission.

Article 44
Election Results

/L/ The candidates gaining the maximal votes number in
poll are elected the deputies of community /municipals/ self-
administration.

/27 It two or more candldates of the same political
party or coalition in poll gain the equal number of wvalid
votes, the deputy candidate is elected according the
polifical party /coalition/ candidate list’'s sequence.

' /%/ If it is not possible to ascertain the elected
community /municipal/ self-administration’s deputy upon the
paragraph 2, as there are the candidates of several
political parties /coalitions/ or the independent enes. the
deputy will be chosen by the drawing lots.

/4/ The community /municipal/ candidate with maximal
number of the valid votes is elected a mavor.

Article 45
Election Results Fublishing

Local voting commission is obliged to publish urgently
the vct*ng results on community /municipal/ election as well
as the mayor’'s election results community /municipal/.

Article 454
District VYoting Commission Record

/17 District voting commission ascertains the district
voting results, based on local voting commissions records.

/2/ District voting commission is obliged to make 2
copies of the voting results record in district.

The copies are signed the commission’'s chairman, its

members and the secrestary.

/Z/ Record’'s contents is to be followed:

a/ number of persons signed on district voters lists,

b/ number of wvoters which the envelopes were giwven,

c/ number of voters elected to the communitiy /municipal/
selv—-administration in accordance of the particular
political parties and independent candidates,

d/ number of communities with elected local /Zmunicipail/
sel{—-administration, -

e/ number of elected communities /municipal/ mavors

in accordance of the particular political parties and
independent candidates.
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/4/ Commission s chairman is obliged to send urgently
one record’s copy after its signing to the Slovak Voting
Commission. Rest of voting documentation is leaving on
District Office, for safe-keeping.

- Article 47
Slovak Voting Commission’s Record and Election Results
Fublishing

/1/ Slovak Voting Commission ascertains the local
/municipal/ election results as well as the communities
/municipal/ mayors election results in the Slovak Republic’s
territory. oo

/2/ Slovak Voting Commission is obliged to make a
Election results record for the whole Slovak Republic,
signed by its Chairman, members of the commission and the
secretary.

/Z/ Record contents is to be followed:

a/ number of persons signed at the voters lists in the

Slovak Republic,

b/ total voters number which the envelopes were aiven,

c/ total deputies number, elected to the community
/municipal/ self-administration in accordance of the
particular political parties and independent candidates,

d/ number of communities in which the lacal /municipal/
self-administration has been elected,

e/ number of elected communities /municipal/ mayors in
accordance of particular political parties and
independent candidates.

/4/ Slovak Voting Commission is obliged to publish the
total comaunity /municipal/ election results, immediately
after voting results record’s signing.

Article 48
New Election

/1/ National Council of the Slovak Republic’s Chairman
is duty to executs new election at least till one week atter
the election’s results proclamation, if the election from
any reasons in any community were not executed upon this
law.

/2/ The new election will be executed in case, if the
candidates for mayor have received the equal votes number
Jarticle 44/4/.

/3/ The new slection will be executed on base of the
voters list, made for new election.

/4/ This Act’'s provisions will be used for new
election.

Article 4%
Elected Deputies Certitication

tocal voting commission is obliged to give to the
candidates elected to a community’'s /municipal’ deputies the
certiftication., confirming the candidate’s electing a deputy.

13
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Article S50
Election Complaints

/1/ Every citizen signed at poll 1list, political
party, coalition or independent candidate is allowed to
complaint to elected deputy’s certification in poll where
the deputy or mavyor was elected. The complaint has to be a
reasonable one. It is sent to the District Court within 10
days after the voting result’s proclamation.

/2/ The District Court is obliged to proceed the
complaint within 10 days on bench of its Chairman and twa
judges. The court’s proceeding is governed by the Civil
Procedure Act’s provisions.

/37 There is no appeal to the court’s complaint
decision. ) .

74/ The oppinion stated in decision will be sent to th
community /municipal/ administration.

Article 351
Substitutes

/1/ Invoted candidate with maximal votes number
occupies the mandate in case the community /municipal/ self-
administration mandate became free.

/27 Mandate’s occupation by the substitute is
proclaimed by the community /municipal/ administration
within 15 days the mandate became free and gives the
substitute the Deputy Certification. '

/37 1If the mayar’'s mandate became free new election are
proclaimed. New election will be executed if the local
/municipal/ self-administration mandate is free and there is
no substitute on this mandate according the paragraph 1. )

Fart X.
Measures to Secure the Election

Article 352
Auxiliary Measures Sacure

/1/ Community self-administration bodies in poll are
obliged to provide all the auxiliary measures i.e. polls,
their needs, envelopes and auxiliary officials for polling
station commissions.

/2/ Community self-administration bodies are obliged to
provide the auxiliary measuras for local voting commissions.

/3/ District administrative body is obliged to provide
the auxiliary measures for the district voting commissions.

Article 53 b
ARdministrative Bodies -and Organizations Cooperation

/y/ All the state administrative bodizs and
rganizations are duty to cooperats. on execution of this

>0
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/2/ Organizations and persons dealing with printing
activity are aobliged to provide at the request of the
administrative bodies tasks securing upon this act, the
printing of the voters lists, and other needed documents
ordinary and in requested time.

Article 54
Elections Results Computer Processing Secure

/1/ Statistic bodies of the Slovak Republic are duty
to provide the programming, technical and organizing
conditions for elections results computer processing.

72/ Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic and
other state bodies of the Slovak Republic are duty to record
in time every fact concerninag the providing the elections
results computer processing.

A

. Voting Commissions Members Claims
Article '35

/1/ Function of voting commission member is the
honourable one. Voting commission member should not be
limited in cause of his function, on rights and claims
flowing from his employment or other similar relation. He
has the claim of free of work with wage substitution first
of all.

/2/ The employer who has paid the wages upon the
paragraph 1 has pretention to cover this sum. The Ministry
of Finance of the Slovak Republic on agreement with the
Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic will determine
the way of cover.

/3/ Folling station commission’ s member has the
pretention on the reward for his activity at the commission
when there is no claim for the wage paying according the
paragraph 1. The reward's level will be stated by the
Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic, on aare=sment
with the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic.

Article 5&°

The fact thes candidature should not suffer a loss to
the candidate, in his employe=’s or similar relations.

Article 57
Voting Costs Cover

/1/ Community /municipal/ self-administration and
mayors voting costs are covered from the State Budget of the
Slovak Republic. '

/Z2/ Every political party and every independent
vandidate is obliged %o cover ithe elsction campaiagn by
themselves. -

)
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Fart XI.
Final Frovisions

Article SB

/1/ I+ the new community /town/ is established before
this Act coming. into force, its self-administration is
created by the existing community /municipal/ self-
administration deputies with constant stay at the new
established community’'s /town’'s/ territory. Esxisting
communily /municipal/ self-administration is obliged to
execute the by-election also electing the mavyor.

/27 1If the communities within the election period are
united to new one, its self-administration is created by the
deputies of existing communities self-administration. By-—

election is provided by the community self—-administration of
united community.

Article 59

]

Measures realized by the particular state
administration bodies on preparation and execution of this
Act before the election will be proclaimed, are wvalid if
they are not in contradiction with laws. The measures are
considersd to be executed on its efficiency.

Final Provisions

Article &0
Sanctions

Making the preparation and execution of election not
possible is punished upon the separate regulations.

Article &1
/1/ Ministry af Interior of the Siovak Republic
a/ 'declares the detailed community self-administration
bodies tasks in
1. Creating the polls
2. Creating th= voters listis
Z. Froviding and equipping the polling stations
4. Ballots and other voting documents safe-keeping
b/ publishes the ballots, voters lists and other wvoting
documents samples,
¢/ on agreement with the Slovak Statistics Office states
within 30 days before election’s beginn the details and
labour organization between the voting commissions and
summarizing bodies.
/2/ Slovak Statistics Office on agreement with Ministry
of Interior o7 the Slovak Republic publish the woting
results processing methaodics.



Article &2
Abolishing Frovisions

The Slovak Natiaonal Counc
Self—-Administration Bodies in &
Mo 54719271 is abolished.

il's Act aon Zlectlen to wne
He Slovaik Sociszlist Rapublic

This Act shall come into force on thz2 2ay C
proclamation.
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