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I. 

A, 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

CIVIC EDUCATION 

IFES Civic Educarion Projecr, 1994-1996 
Final Acrivity Reporr 

November 1997 

In August 1992, IFES established an office in Bucharest, Romania, in order to implement its Civic 
Education Program, made possible through funding from USAID. The program, designed to help 
foster Romania's democratization and develop its domestic institutions, sought to achieve these 
results mainly by strengthening the emerging NOO sector through the development of its abilities. 
The focus of the program was directed towards six categories of NOOs: civic, human rights, 
economic, media, youth and environmental. The program was to be implemented in three phases. 
During the first phase, IFES tried to stimulate the creation of NO Os by holding a series of 
conferences/public meetings for civic leaders throughout the country. This was one of the main 
goals of the Vocea Civica Project. The second goal was to assist existing NOOs to faciliate their 
networking and expand their audience to include government officials and the media. The next 
phase of the program was dedicated to improving internal communications within the NOO sector 
and the external relations with the media and government while continuing the main activities of the 
first phase. Finally, a phase-out included the establishment of CENTRAS, a Romanian independent 
organization which had evolved from the IFES Civic Education Program, expanding its focus to 
become a service provider and promoter of NOO legislation. The core of CENTRAS' staff has 
benefitted from the experience gained during the IFES program, and was able to propel the 
organization into one of the most successful and well known NOOs in Romania today. 

1. Phase One: Needs Assessment and Initial Contacts 

The first phase began with a series of seminars and regional conferences for civic leaders and NOOs 
throughout the country, organized with the cooperation of NOOs that had volunteer networks in
country such as the ProDemocracy Association (PDA) and the League for the Defense of Human 
Rights (LADO). These events had two objectives: to foster the development of the NOO sector by 
stimulating responsible people to associate for a common good and to collect information on active 
NOOs and their needs and expectations. This occurred in a context where the reluctance to do so was 
understandable due to the experience of the communist regime. With the exception of the first 
conference that took place in Bucharest in August 1992, almost all the rest of the events were 
organized outside the capital. 

The project's structure was very flexible in order to cope with the ever-changing Romanian 
environment. Through a large number of informal meetings, conducted by the staff (both local and 
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IFES Civic Education Project. 1994·1996 
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from the Washington office), with NOD leaders, government representatives, MPs and journalists, 
IFES was able to identify trends and needs and adjust its program for the greatest impact As a result 
of the feedback process employed by IFES during the first phase, the second phase responded 
specifically to the critical needs of the sector which had been identified. 

2. Phase Two: Outreach and Networking 

It is during the second phase that several important needs of the non·profit sector were met through 
the use of different methods and activities: 

• The Romanian NGO Forum 
The NOD Forum, the most significant event for the NOD community since 1994, provided NODs 
with a forum for dialogue with the government and parliament and created networks of infonnation 
and coordination within the sector. Another important aspect was the dramatic improvement of the 
sector's public image. While previously neglected, NODs began to receive coverage in the media 
(both written and electronic), gaining more recognition every year. Because of its success and 
popularity, it was decided that the Forum should become an annual event 

The IFES Resource Center 
The Resource Center made infonnation and technical resources available to the growing 
organizations of the sector. A library was created with the large contribution of IFESIWashington 
that contained various topics of interest for the non-profit sector, such as democracy, rule of law, 
non-profit management, marketing, local and central governments, networking etc. The library has 
served as a sought after resource for NOD leaders anxious to improve their skill and knowledge. 
Infonnation was collected on the funders active in Romania, their requirements and the type of 
programs they fund. NODs were often assisted in preparing project proposals and, due to the high 
rate of success, IFES' prestige in the sector was dramatically enhanced. A database of active NODs 
was created which included the types of programs developed by these organizations, and was used 
to circulate the infonnation to other NODs and interested funders. A quarterly newsletter, Vocea 
Civica, was produced and mailed to more than 400 civic leaders and NODs present in the database. 

3. Phase Three: The Birth of CENTRAS 

The third phase was by no means characterized by a decline in the level of activities but, on the 
contrary, since CENTRAS' registration in April 1995 and the diversification of funders for the 
Romanian organization, the pace of operations increased. CENTRAS staff managed the regular 
operation of the office and programmatic activities. The focus of assistance was expanded to include 
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IFES Civic Education Project. 1994-1996 
Filial Activity Report 

November 1997 

different segmets within the cicil society, such as social services NGOs and later gender NGOs. 

• Legislative Initiatives 
Following a resolution of the 1995 Romanian NGO Forum, CENTRAS established a legislative 
workgroup that sought to amend the existing NGO Law, which needed to be updated since it 
originated in 1924. The workgroup was composed of legal and NGO experts, both from the NGO 
sector and from the government and judiciary. Since that initial legislative undertaking, IFES or 
CENTRAS were regularly asked by NGO groups to organize workgroups for the drafting of new 
legislation of interest to the non-profit sector. Despite the fact that modifications were not considered 
by Parliament, this initiative set a precedent for Romanian NGOs, many of which are currently 
promoting or take part in the drafting of legislation in their respective fields. 

• In/oONG 
In response to an increasing demand for information on the activities of NGOs, CENTRAS designed 
and obtained funding for the production of a by-monthly magazine, InfoONG. The magazine was, 
until late 1996, the only information source for the non-profit sector. Its mailing list grew from 1,000 
in early 1996 to 2,500 in early 1997. The importance and quality of the magazine were recognized 
not only by NGOs but also by the other recipients, including the media, parliamentarians, central and 
local governments and government ministries. Due to its impact, several prestigious funders, 
including the Democracy Network Program, EC Phare and the Soros Foundation for an Open 
Society, became major contributors. It is expected that beginning in 1998, however, the magazine 
will become, at least in part, self-sustaining through subscriptions. 

• Resource Center Network 
The CENTRAS Resource Center is currently expanding into a network of resource centers, built 
around the Bucharest facility, with partner organizations operating under CENTRAS supervision in 
II cities throughout Romania. The partners were selected based on competence and geographic 
coverage of the areas where information penetrated more slowly during the previous period. The 
network offers information and support in fundraising, training in office management as well as 
access to the information in the CENTRAS database. 

• Legislative Workgroups 
As a result of the resolutions of the 1996 NGO Forum, CENTRAS established and secured funding 
for two legislative workgroups that drafted new legislation for sponsorship and the NGO Law. The 
Draft Sponsorship Law was completed and promoted with support by the new government. It is 
expected that this law will be debated in the Parliament during its 1997 autumn session, after the 
laws for economic reform are adopted. The new NGO Law will be introduced for debate and 
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adoption in the same parliamentary session. 

• Partners '97 

lFES Civic Edllcation Project, 1994-1996 
Final Activity Report 

November 1997 

As a result of a partnership established between CENTRAS and the Institute for East-West Studies, 
the 1997 Forum initiated a joint project, entitled Partners '97, based on encouraging cooperation 
between local administration, the private sector and the NGO sector for the benefit of the 
community. 

B. TECHNICAL ELECTION ASSISTANCE 

Beginning in 1992, IFES was present in Romania on a short-term basis, providing technical 
assistance to the Romanian government as it prepared for elections. In addition, IFES was involved 
in the promotion of a new electoral law and in the support of election-oriented domestic NGOs. 

• Technical Assistance to the Central Election Bureaus (CEBs) 
Technical assistance was provided to the Central Electoral Bureaus, temporary bodies that exist 
during the election periods and have the authority to conduct the electoral process. IFES consultants 
provided expertise during the 1992 and 1996 local and general elections. Assessments were 
conducted prior to sending election administration and legal experts in order to identify problems 
and disputed issues in advance. 

• Legal Assistance in Drafting Election Laws 
During the fall of 1994 and the Spring of 1995, an IFES-organized legislative working group focused 
on modifying the laws for the local and general elections, taking into account the observations and 
recommendations of the IFES missions that participated in the 1992 local and general elections. The 
working group included government and non-government experts in the field as well as two MPs. 
The draft laws were introduced in Parliament in March 1995 and received the support of more than 
40 MPs. Despite the fact that legal experts and the general public supported the proposed changes, 
the parliamentary majority decided to ignore the draft laws, and later in the Spring 1996 produced 
a new law for local elections which contained several recommendations from the IFES-inspired 
legislative working group. 

• Assistance to ProDemocracy Association 
IFES supported ProDemocracy Association in its voter turnout and voter education campaigns for 
local and general elections in 1996. 

• Support for a Permanent Electoral Body 
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Throughout the period of the project, IFES has supported the creation of a permanent electoral body, 
which is considered to be of great importance to the transparency and orderly conduct of the electoral 
process. IFES has sponsored the participation of Romanian government representatives and former 
election officials in the regional conferences of the Association of Central and Eastern Europe 
Election Officials (ACEEEO). The support for the creation of a permanent electoral body was clear 
in the Post-Electoral Conference held in December 1996 by the ProDemocracy Association, where 
IFES was invited to participate and share its expertise, where all parties attending - Central Election 
Commission members, governmental representatives, NGOs and journalists - agreed about the 
necessity of creating a permanent central election commission as soon as possible. 
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IFES Civic Education Project, 1994-1996 
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November 1997 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN ROMANIA 

A. BACKGROUND 

The development of civil society in Romania has been, since 1990, an interesting and dynamic 
process. In the aftermath of the revolution and with the advent of the long-denied freedom of 
association, came an explosion of associations, clubs, foundations, labor unions, parties, and other 
organizations and movements. The motivation of members was in most cases based on enthusiasm, 
anger and a release of long-repressed frustrations. In a few cases, it was based on a purely selfish 
economic motivation due to newly available funding from foreign sources for humanitarian causes 
or an occasion to grab some of the assets of former communist organizations. Based on these short
term motivations, many of these organizations disappeared while others evolved into more mature 
entities with a more gradual and purposeful growth, developing the rudiments of leadership and 
management. 

Within 18 months, this process stabilized. The number of organizations being registered slowly 
diminished as did the number of active organizations and the degree of public participation. The 
currently active, self-supporting organizations are few but increasingly better able to sustain 
themselves, and are undergoing more ambitious programs. If in the first period these NGOs appeared 
as individual organizations striving to correct the most stringent needs of society - such as 
humanitarian needs, political abuse, and ecological disaster - at present one can observe a distinct 
movement toward the crystallization and qualitative growth of the sector as expressed through the 
institutionalization and association of NGOs, networking and improved communications, and the 
increasing instances of partnership and cooperation with the government. 

This development, however, has been quite unequal, based on a number of circumstances: 

• 

• 

In Transylvania, where Western influences were strongest and the tradition of civil society 
never fully disappeared, the number and quality of organizations improved, assisted 
significantly by foreign aid which, for varous reasons concentrated in these areas. 

In Muntenia and Moldova, I NGOs developed in an unequal manner, depending on local 
circumstances, the economic situation and local traditions. Except for large towns, political 

I also known as Moldavia, a region within Romania. 
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and cultural centers where NO Os naturally cluster, the structured organizations on which a 
viable civil society depends were lacking. 

At the national level, one can also observe a division between large cities or towns and small 
towns and rural areas. The populations in rural areas especially adapted slowly and painfully 
but more thoroughly to communist rule, making them more conservative and unwilling to 
change. The attitude towards public participation is reluctant, and the traditionally 
paternalistic attitude of the authorities in these areas, who themselves have no experience of 
collaborating with NOOs, encourages apathy. 

• Foreign assistance has had a tremendous impact, not only in terms of monetary contributions 
as much as in the responsibilities that funding implies, such as planning, project 
development, and financial responsibility. Unfortunately, in the beginning, this funding, as 
well as the little training provided in Romania, was oriented towards English-speaking NOOs 
based in large cities. Consequently, a certain specialization and cleavage deepened. An elite 
developed, which continued to receive foreign aid, while other organizations that did not 
benefit from initial assistance programs were neglected. 

The dynamism of civil society has been spectacular in the last two years. From a strictly quantitative 
point of view, the progress has been remarkable. The Ministry of Justice database includes over 
13,000 NOOs. The financial administration reported that in September, 11,721 NOOs had recorded 
financial operations. The relevance of these numbers is debatable as some incorporated NO Os may 
cover for commercial or other operations. Conversely, in some areas with strong voluntary and civic 
participation attitudes, the tendency is to strengthen the present structures rather than register new 
ones. In spite of this, a certain correlation can be observed between the general development of 
individual departments and the number of registered NOOs. 

The differences are more acute and relevant in analyzing the level of quality in the NOO sector. The 
performance of organizations varies widely according to several factors, including exposure to 
management training, funding opportunities, and the attitude of local government authorities towards 
NOOs. In spite of the efforts of IFES and other organizations, the gap between the regions and the 
urban/rural environment remains large. However, the first signs of bridging this gap have appeared 
as information and training seminars have penetrated the regions. The seminars held by IFES and 
CENTRAS have helped significantly in increasing the number of approved grants and projects in 
some of these areas, i.e. Pitesti, Focsani, and Tu\cea, thus providing the initial impetus for structural 
and attitudinal changes. 
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November 1997 

Romania was fortunate in having a Law on Associations and Foundations (Law 2111924) which the 
communists neglected to repeal. However, the law is outmoded in the following respects: 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

C. 

• 

• 

• 

It requires too many founders; 
It does not pennit nonnatural persons to be founders, inhibiting the creation of associations 
of organizations; 
It does not pay attention to differentiation between legal form and governance structure; 
It requires ministry approval for registration, which is sometimes withheld. This is 
inconsistent with modem norms within the region and with the freedom of association 
principle, found in Article 37 of the Romanian Constitution; 
It provides for very strict control from the state. 

FISCAL REGULATIONS 

NGOs are subject to the 18% VAT in Romania as none of their activities are tax-exempt. 
This is not consistent with Western practices, although it is frequently encountered in 
countries in which the IMF has exercised control over the budgetary process. 

A Sponsorship Law was passed in 1995, which allows for 5% of tax deductible expenditure 
for charitable and philanthropic activities including cultural, educational, scientific, religious, 
human rights, civic education and environmental. 

Public finance regulations forbid the expenditure of public money other than through state
controlled organizations. Exceptions to this are the Youth Ministry, and in part, the Ministry 
of Culture. This regulation prevents government institutions from sponsoring or working in 
partnership with NGOs. In spite of this regulation, there are known instances of government
funded so-called NGOs. Recently, the Ministry of Research passed a government decree 
stating that NGOs could receive direct funding for research from the Ministry. This is quite 
contested, and the Minister has asked for support from the NGO sector in lobbying for this 
piece of legislation as it has many opponents in Parliament. 

D. FUNDING SOURCES FOR NGOs 

The most recent document on the subject is a report prepared by the Foundation for the Development 
of Civil Society, a European Union-funded program for financing NGOs which began its activities 
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in 1996. According to this report, funding sources for local NGOs include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

E-

Membership fees and earned income. At present this allows for only a minor portion of the 
overall funding but still it is significant that a number of them have started profitable 
activities. 

Corporate funding. Although still nascent, this process has begun and the newly proposed 
sponsorship law will increase the amount of corporate funding. 

Governmentfunding. The present legal system makes government funding very difficult, 
except the Youth Ministry and Research Ministry. Still, some ministries have found ways 
and partners to finance some activities. 

Donations. Donors are the main supporters of NGO development and activity. The donors 
can be divided in two main categories: 

1. Major donors with offices in Romania, include: the SOROS Foundation for 
an Open Society, the Foundation for the Development of Civil Society, the Regional 
Environmental Center, the European Community Delegation, USAID's Democracy 
Network Project, and AIDROM. 

2. Donors with headquarters abroad, which finance different projects include: 
the National Endowment for Democracy, the Institute for Democracy in Eastern 
Europe, German Marshall Fund, British Charity Know-How Fund, and other German 
and Hungarian organizations. 

GOVERNMENT POLICY 

The programmatic documents of the former Romanian government were quite generous regarding 
the development of civil society and NGO involvement in public policy. Unfortunately, these were 
of a very general nature, without concrete measures being determined. Also, some ministries have, 
or are supposed to have, offices for relations and communication with NGOs. Parliamentarians, on 
an individual basis, or in seminars dedicated to transparency, are quite open and encourage NGO 
participation and information sharing. 

Unfortunately, the realities illustrate a different picture. At the operational level, there is a lack of 
trust and the "watch-dog" function of some NGOs, the main activity to date, has engendered an 
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antagonistic rather than collaborative attitude. In spite of regulations, in the rare cases where they 
exist, information is rarely available even if it is harmless. Recently, there is a more open attitude 
exhibited by public servants toward NGOs and a certain disposition towards "unfreezing" relations. 
Whether it is due to international pressures and standards or a sincere wish for cooperation is a 
matter of debate. Another interesting aspect of this equation is the policy of the lliescu government 
to evade some of its duties with the help of government-created or government-controlled NGOs, 
the so-called GONGOs, through which other organizations and activities are funded and organized. 
Among these organizations are the Foundation for Management, A Future for Romania Foundation, 
and the Youth Foundations. 

The executive branch of the government has generally ignored the NGO sector. In some instances, 
it would pay attention to certain complaints of some NGOs but only on a limited basis and often for 
the sake of appearances. Under the pressure of approaching elections in 1996, the government 
increased its availability, and the department charged with the development of civil society, at the 
instigation urging of Phare consultants, opened the meetings of the Interministerial Task Force on 
Civil Society (GUM). As a result, representatives of the NGO FORUM and CENTRAS have been 
invited to these meetings and other events. The positive aspect of this opening has been that 
legislation restricting the activities of NGOs has been effectively blocked at this leveL At the level 
of individual ministries, barring some exceptional cases (GONGOs and political affiliates), the 
relationship has been wholly dependent on the individual attitude of the respective public servant. 
In the few cases where an institutionalized form of cooperation has existed, this has been tenuous 
if not restrictive or even reactionary. 

Concerning the relationship between NGOs and the former Parliament, the situation can generally 
be characterized as uncooperative. Irrespective of the political position of government leaders, their 
attitude varied little, ranging from completely ignoring the demands of NGOs to being kindly 
indifferent. 

The situation is more promising when looking at the relationship with local government. Local 
governments have generally responded to the informational role and civic involvement generated 
by civil society NGOs. 

This is not the case, however, with specific local government institutions (Le. schools, police forces, 
etc.) where centralized decision-making makes collaboration difficult and reduces interest. The 
relationship of civil society with educational institutions is particularly interesting. The obvious need 
for alternative educational programs is met with an almost allergic reaction by officials opposed to 
any political intrusion in the school environment, citing alleged fear of possible "political 
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manipulation" of students. At present, following the local, general, and presidential elections, 
expectations are very high. The new local administration in most towns seems open to collaboration 
with NGOs. A good example is the significant number of invitations addressed to CENTRAS 
requesting its participation in partnership projects between the Bucharest sectors' city halls and 
NGOs. Unfortunately, local budgetary legislation has yet to be passed. Also, collaboration between 
local governments and NGOs has reached various levels in different areas. In many areas, NGOs 
seem to concentrate on monitoring the administration, while in other cases an active partnership 
toward transparency and information exchange has been achieved. 

There are good prospects for collaboration with the new executive. Individually, from the Prime 
Minister, with his union activist background, to the government's Secretary General, a sympathizer 
of the NGO movement, one can expect a greater opening and disposition for collaboration. In the 
past few months, the executive branch has shown a willingness to cooperate with NGOs in drafting 
legislation and circulating information. As a remarkable example, the CENTRAS-promoted 
Sponsorship Law has been endorsed by the Ministry of Culture and will probably be promoted by 
the government, despite the fact that the Ministry of Youth has prepared its own draft. 

The new President, Mr. Emil Constantinescu, a college professor and former NGO leader himself, 
has repeatedly vowed to be a facilitator between civil society and the state. He is regarded with a 
great deal of sympathy within the civil society sector. One of his initiatives, for example, was the 
creation of local anti-corruption commissions, where he recommended the presence of a 
representative of the NGO sector as a member of the commission. 
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III. A CHRONOLOGY OF IFES ACTIVITY IN ROMANIA 

SPRING 1992: 

SUMMER 1992: 

AUTUMN 1992: 

WINTER 1992/1993: 

SPRING 1993: 

Election assessment and assistance mission sent to Romania for the local 
elections; consultants Marta Maria Villaveces and Charles Lasham work 
directly with the Central Election Bureau and its president, Hon. Ovidiu 
Zarnescu, providing recommendations and advice on law interpretation; 
during election day, they act as international observers; at the end of the 
mission, they submit a final report with conclusions and recommendations on 
improving the law as well as its enforcement. 

Election assistance mission sent to Romania for the parliamentary and 
presidential elections; consultant Marta Maria Villaveces works directly with 
the Central Election Bureau and its president, Hon. Paul Florea, providing 
consultation and advice on law interpretation; contacts are established with 
the Government's Department of Local Public Administration to ensure the 
logistical aspects ofthe elections. 

The Civic Education Project hosts its first conference in Bucharest; IFES 
Director of Programs Juliana Geran Pilon, former Project Director Obie 
Moore and IFES consultant Terry Holcomb take part in this event; 
consultations conducted with civic leaders and NGO representatives. 

IFES organizes a National Conference on Election Administration in Brasov, 
Romania; during election day, Ms. Villaveces acts as an international 
observer; at the end of the mission, Ms. Villaveces submits a final report with 
conclusions and recommendations on improving the law as well as its 
enforcement. 

The Civic Education Program continues its consultations with civic leaders 
and NGO representatives. 

The first in-country seminars for civic leaders take place; partnership 
esatblished with two large NGOs that have in-country networks: League for 
the Defense of Human Rights and ProDemocracy Association. 

Three more seminars for civic leaders take place; IFES is at the early stages 
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of establishing an infonnal network of civic leaders and NGOs; 

Former president of the CEB Paul Florea participates in the ACEEEO 
conference in Budapest, Hungary. 

SUMMER 1993: IFES launches the quarterly Vocea Civica Newsletter for the NGO sector; the 
Resource Center is put in place; assistance is provided to fonner participants 
of seminars in registering NGOs and fundraising. Technical assistance also 
provided to Bucharest organizations through the use of IFES offices facilities. 

AUTUMN 1993: First regional conference for NGOs takes place in Brasov, Romania; 
participants ask IFES to act as an umbrella organization and focus part of its 
efforts on creating an organized frame for debate within the sector. 

WINTER 1993/1994: IFES organizes four more civic leader seminars; infonnation on NGOs is 
collected in order to prepare the list of participants for the first Romanian 
NGO Forum; assistance to NGOs continues. 

SPRING 1994: First Romanian NGO Forum takes place in Sinaia, Romania; invitees include 
prominent MPs and government representatives, international funders as well 

. as NGO and media representatives and international experts. It is the first 
NGO event to have serious impact in the media. 

SUMMER 1994: IFES continues its series of civic education seminars, organized with the 
support of local organizations identified through research; IFES responds to 
requests of collaboration from Civic Alliance in organizing public fora in 
Alba Iulia and from Albamont (an environmental association) to organize a 
public debate in Zlatna (one of the most polluted cities of Europe); as a result 
of the latter, the Romanian Government approves a $2,000,000 grant for the 
re-technologization of the polluting factory; two more civic education 
seminars take place. 

AUTUMN 1994: IFES Project Manager Dorin Tudoran takes on the leadership of the IFES 
presence in Romania. Three more civic education seminars take place. 

WINTER 1994/1995: IFES Legislative workgroup starts working on amendments to the electoral 
laws. 
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Two more civic education seminars take place. 

SPRING 1995: The draft laws for local and general elections are deposited with the 
Romanian Parliament, following a series of public meetings and press 
conferences. 

With senior guidance from Project Manager Dorin Tudoran and IFESIW 
program staff, CENTRAS becomes foramally registered with the Romanian 
authorities; the second Romanian NGO Forum takes place in Brasov, 
Romania, organized in partnership with the Foundation for Pluralism; more 
than 100 organizations are represented; for the first time, the Forum adopts 
a resolution with regard to NGO legislation, empowering IFES/CENTRAS 
to set-up a legislative workgroup for the amendment of the NGO Law; other 
resolutions are adopted, requesting the government to take action on several 
issues identified by NGOs in the environmental and human rights fields. 

SUMMER 1995: Contacts made with government officials and MPs to promote the Forum's 
resolutions; the transfer phase from IFES to CENTRAS begins. 

AUTUMN 1995: IFES assessment mission for the 1996 local elections has a series of 
consultations at all levels, both in the country and in Bucharest; election 
adminstration experts Paul DeGregorio and Charles Lasham draw up a report 
with conclusions and recommendations. 

IFES and USAID negoitiate a modification to the exisaiting IFES Civic 
Education Project allowing a CENTRAS its first grant for $24,790; two 
training seminars take place in previous locations of civic education 
seminars; the NGO law workgroup starts its activities. 

WINTER 1995/1996: Training in-country seminars for NGOs; CENTRAS establishes InfoONG 
(first issue appears in February 1996); the focus of technical assistance is 
extended to cultural and social NGOs. 

SPRING 1996: IFES supports ProDemocracy's voter education and turnout program for the 
local elections. 

The third NGO Forum is organized by CENTRAS in partnership with 
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Managers Without Borders; the organizations empower CENTRAS to set-up 
workgroups for the modification of the NGO Law. Sponsorship Law. and to 
draft the Freedom of Information Act; the government invites three 
representatives of the Forum and a CENTRAS representative to participate 
in the Interministerial Workgroup for Civil Society. 

SUMMER 1996: CENTRAS launches the idea of a network of resource centers designed to 
foster the development of the NGO sector; potential partners are identified; 
two training seminars organized in which future partners take participate. 

AUTUMN 1996: IFES consultant Daniel Finn provides technical expertise to the CEB; IFES 
designs, organizes and conducts a domestic observer lottery, ensuring 
maximum coverage of polling stations; for the first time in Romania, the 
results of the poll are posted on the World Wide Web, as a result of a 
collaboration between IFES and the CEB; IFES supports ProDemocracy's 
voter education and turnout program for the parliamentary and presidential 
elections. 

WINTER 1996/1997: CENTRAS holds the first resource center network members' meeting; two 
more training seminars held in cities of network members. InfoONG begins 
to be published on a monthly basis. CENTRAS embarks upon a partnership 
with the city hall of the sixth sector of Bucharest. The Sponsorship Law 
workgroup commences its activities. 

SPRING 1997: The Draft Sponsorship Law is produced; lobbying activities by CENTRAS 
for the promotion of the law; government and parliamentary support 
obtained; partnership with the Institute for East-West Studies in a project that 
aims at creating an atmosphere for cooperation between local governments, 
the private and the non-profit sectors. 

IS 



LOCATION 

Brasov 

Medias 

Sibiu 

Sighisoara 

Alba Iulia 

Zlatna 

BaiaMare 

Tirgoviste 

Pitesti 

Alexandria 

Caracal 

Galati 

Tulcea 

Sfantu Gheorghe 

Suceava 
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EVENTS ORGANIZED BY IFES/CENTRAS 
1992 - 1997 

PARTNER ORGANIZATION TYPE 

IRDO--Romanian Institute for Election Administration Conference 
Human Rights 

LADO--League for the Civic Education Seminar 
Defense of Human Rights 

ProDemocracy Association Civic Education Seminar 

LADO Civic Education Seminar 

Ci vic Alliance Public Forum 

Albamont Environmental Seminar 

Fratia Trade Union Civic Education Seminar 

AREDDO--Romanian Civic Education Seminar 
Association for Democratic 
Education and Human Rights 

Semper Virent Civic Education Seminar 

ProDemocracy Association Civic Education Seminar 

ProDemocracy Association Civic Education Seminar 

nJa Network Training Seminar 

APTRF--Romanian - French Civic Education Seminar 
Friendship Association 

Cercul de Turism Nemira Civic Education Seminar 

Youth Foundation Civic Education Seminar 

16 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

LOCATION 

Focsani 

Focsani 

Targu Mures 

Ramnicu Valcea 

Satu Mare 

Piatra Neamt 

Constanta 

Brasov 

Iasi 

Campina 

Ploiesti 

Bucuresti 

Bucuresti 

Tulcea 

Bucuresti 

Ramet 

Sinaia 

Bucuresti 

Brasov 

PARTNER ORGANIZATION 

A VP--Association of People 
Originating from Valcea J udet 

FCVS--Foundation for the 
Conservation of Wildlife 

Rhododendron 

ProDemocracy Association 

ProEurope League 

Ecomont 

Students' League 

ProDemocracy Association 

LADO 

Civic Alliance 

Civic Alliance 

nla 

Support Centers International 

APTRF 

Politea 

Albamont 

nla 

Managers Without Borders 

Foundation for Pluralism 
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TYPE 

Civic Education Seminar 

Training for NGOs 

Network Training Seminar 

Network Training Seminar 

Network Training Seminar 

Network Training Seminar 

Civic Education Seminar 

Civic Leader Conference 

Civic Leader Conference 

Public Forum 

Public Forum 

Ci vic Leader Conference 

Financial Management Seminar 

Network Training Seminar 

Public Forum 

Environmental Seminar 

NGO Forum '94 

NGO Forum '96 

NGO Forum '95 



IV. THE CIVIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: 
THE VOCEA CIVICA PROJECT 
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The IFES Civic Education Program was designed to help the emerging NGO sector in Romania 
organize and develop. The goal of the program was to establish and consolidate the emerging 
democracy through the strengthening of the civil sector. 

A. INITITALPREPARATIONS 

The first phase of the project began with the establishment of a local office in Bucharest. Within 
weeks of arrival, the IFES staff organized its first conference in Bucharest, focusing on civic 
education and developing ways to improve civic participation. Among the participants were 
government officials, nationally recognized civic leaders, journalists and representatives of 
international bodies active in Romania. The conference considered the state of democracy in 
Romania and ways to help foster the development of the civil sector, especially of non-governmental 
organizations. One of the conclusions of the conference was that special attention should be awarded 
to the areas outside Bucharest, where information was slower to penetrate, if at all. In addition, it 
was decided that lack of communication within the NGO sector made regional conferences necessary 
for maximum outreach. 

The IFES program was designed to be flexible, in order to respond to the changing needs of an 
emerging democracy. Following a series of consultations with NGO and civic leaders from the 
capital and other regions, a decision was made for the first period, the program should focus on the 
areas where the first signs of organized civic activities were appearing. Also, the seminars/public 
meetings would have to present the advantages of organized rather than individual action, 
stimulating the creation of NGOs that respond to the needs of the local community. In addition, the 
seminars were designed to include presentations and debates on topics such as: the rule of law, 
Romanian constitution, economic development, leadership, the role of objective media, among other 
topics. The Trainers included IFES staff, independent consultants, experienced NGO leaders, 
representatives of other international NGOs active in Romania, and scholars. 

In order to set up an effective program at the national scale, IFES began looking for active NGOs 
around the country, building a database of names, organizations and projects. This was necessary, 
because the number of registered NGOs at that time (6,000) was much higher than the number of 
those actually active. Simultaneously, information was collected on the main donors active in 
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Through an agreement with the Houghton-Mifflin publishing house and the Soros Foundation for 
an Open Society, IFES brought to Romania approximately 15,000 books (including topics on: the 
Challenge of Democracy, Business, Marketing, Western Civilization, State and Local Government, 
Technical Report Writing, etc). The books were distributed nationwide to libraries, universities, 
NGOs and to the participants of the IFES-organized events. IFES involved NGOs that established 
networks throughout the country, such as the ProDemocracy Association and the League for the 
Defense of Human Rights to distribute the materials. In addition, the IFES seminars were used to 
disseminate brochures and booklets produced by USIS. 

B. CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 

The first regional conference took place in Brasov in November 1992 for NGOs from both 
Transylvania and Wallachia. It was attended by more than 80 NGO leaders as well as state officials 
and journalists. The two-day event was mainly dedicated to the analysis of necessary improvements 
in the legal framework regulating the NGO sector and on ways to improve vertical and horizontal 
communications within the sector. There were several workshops on subjects such as leadership, 
relations with the state authorities and public participation. Issues that were identified as a problem 
for the sector included the low degree of public participation due to economic conditions as well as 
fear and a lack of trust inherited from the past communist experience. As one participant stated, "The 
task of NGOs is to help transform inhabitants into citizens." Another problem that was analyzed was 
a lack of communication and cooperation among NGOs owing to the same lack of trust and lack of 
communication between the organizations as well as the perception of competition. Information on 
funding opportunities had reached only the capital and some large cities thus making it very difficult 
for most NGOs to survive. Expertise in organizational management was also identified as 
insufficient and training in fundraising was requested. Access to information was very restricted, if 
not by law then by bureaucracy, and NGOs were not seen as social partners by either the 
administration or parliament. 

The first series of seminars took place early in 1993 in Transylvania and included the cities of 
Medias, Sibiu and Sighisoara. While in Sibiu and Medias there were well-established NGOs, in 
Sighisoara, the associative process was only just beginning. Local authorities were interested in these 
events, and were eager to cooperate. Complaints focused on the lack of information available, and 
IFES was asked to address this problem. In response, IFES began publishing its quarterly newsletter 
and distributed it to each participant at IFES-organized events throughout the Spring 1993. 
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In March 1993, a regional conference was organized around the same topics in Iasi for the region of 
Moldova. Generally, participants had the same concerns as heard in Brasov, with a special 
consideration shown for social problems, as this region was more economically undeveloped as 
compared to the others. One serious concern was the involvement of politics in the activity ofNGOs. 
The importance of a common NGO position with regard to this subject was underlined. Also, the 
lack of coverage by the media was listed as a serious problem for NGOs. 

Typically, organizing a civic education seminar began with finding, either from the database or based 
on personal contacts, a suitable local partner (NGO or civic leader) that was given the responsibility 
to compile the participant list and invitations for officials and media2 while IFES staff would be in 
charge of seminar logistics and trainers. Generally, the seminars lasted two days and included hands
on leadership or proposal writing exercises with every presentation followed by a question and 
answer period. Participants were encouraged to work in groups and identify real problems for their 
community and try to solve them together, irrespective of their political orientation, a significant 
element at the time. The participants were asked to let IFES know of any follow-up activities that 
might occur. All participants received the IFES quarterly newsletter and were included in the NGO 
database. 

Among frequent partners for the organization of the CIVIC education seminars were the 
ProDemocracy Association and the League for the Defense of Human Rights, which benefited from 
IFES' expertise and support in their election-related programs. 

The civic education seminars continued to be an important part of the project until 1996 when the 
focus moved completely toward strengthening existing NGOs. NGOs participating in the seminars, 
or those that emerged as a result of seminars, were assisted by the Resource Center. Also, the agenda 
of the seminars was modified, once the local NGOs became able to identify the topics that interested 
them most. As a result, each seminar was customized according to the specific request of the partner 
organization. More than 700 persons representing 267 organizations were trained through the IFES 
Civic Education Seminars and Regional Conferences during 1992-1995. 

C. NGO FORUMS, 1994-1997 

Based on input received during the conferences as well as the opinions expressed by other leaders 
during a subsequent series of meetings, IFES decided to organize a national forum of Romanian 

2 At that time, the best way to secure participation in the seminars was through personal relations. 
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NOOs. Due to its success, this initiative has turned into an institution of Romanian civil society, 
becoming an annual event held during the first half of each year. 

1. Sinaia, 1994 NGO Forum 

The Romanian NOO Forum was an initiative of the IFES Civic Education Program in Romania in 
an effort to foster the public recognition of the civil sector and to create communication channels 
within the NOO community and between NO Os and state institutions. The first Forum was held in 
Sinaia in the spring of 1994 and was attended by more than 60 NOO leaders as well as MPs, 
government representatives and representatives of international funders. The Forum was deemed 
a major success as it offered the first opportunity for NOOs and state institutions to debate the major 
problems of the third sector and establish channels of communication. It also provided funders with 
an opportunity to meet the most active NOOs in six key sectors including: human rights, civic, mass 
media, economic development, youth and environmental protection. 

2. Brasov, 1995 NGO Forum 

In 1995, the second NOO Forum was held in Brasov. The number of participant NO Os increased 
to almost 100, and local administration representatives were invited to attend the event. It was 
generally accepted that one of the most important aspects of the Forum was to stimulate the 
involvement of NOOs in public policy formulation. One of the characteristics of Romanian NOOs 
at that time was a reluctance to get involved in public policy as this was negatively perceived as 
"political involvement". Another problem of the sector that the Forum successfully addressed was 
the lack of information on funding opportunities for NOOs and the funders' desire to meet with 
reliable and active NOOs throughout the country. With the exception of the Soros Foundation for 
an Open Society, most funding organizations only had offices in Bucharest and little information on 
NOOs operating outside the capital was available. This meant that Bucharest-based organizations 
had access to a significantly larger share of available funds while NOOs located outside of Bucharest 
were generally struggling for survival. 

The public image of the NOO sector WaS greatly improved as a result of the Forum. Until 1994, the 
media's knowledge of NOOs was restricted to welfare activities and human rights issues but the 
quality and quantity of information regarding the NOO sector and its activities dramatically 
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improved following the event? Also, elected representatives became aware of the importance of the 
NGO community and began, albeit very slowly, to recognize NGOs as partners in the democratic 
process. 

3_ Bucharest, 1996 NGO Forum 

In 1996, CENTRAS took over the organization of the premier NGO event in Romania. Recognizing 
the development and increased structure of the sector, CENTRAS enlarged the scope of the event 
by inviting social and cultural NGOs to take part in the 1996 Forum. Because throughout the year 
there were numerous requests to attend the 1996 Forum, and the scarcity of available funds limited 
participation, a Coordinating Committee was created to select participant NGOs and establish the 
agenda for the event. The Committee was formed with the participation of leading NGO experts, 
funder representatives and experienced NGO leaders. Based on a thorough analysis, 120 NGOs were 
selected out of more than 300 that applied for invitations. The importance of the event was 
underscored by the high number of requests for attendance received during the week prior to the 
Forum, when central newspapers and TV channels turned the spotlight on the event. Throughout its 
4 days, the Forum was attended by around 200 participants and received constant and positive 
coverage from the media. 

The debates focused on the new NGO Law to replace the old Law dating from 1924. There were two 
initiatives taken into consideration: one was the working group created as a result of a resolution of 
the 1995 Forum, and another decree from the Justice Ministry. Nine resolutions were adopted by the 
Forum including the presence of observers in the 1996 general elections. 

Two results require special mention: 

• 

• 

the creation of an informal network of public policy NGOs that addressed the need for quick 
reaction by the NGO community regarding government and parliamentary activities that 
concern the public sector (especially legal initiatives); and 

the invitation addressed to the Forum by the Romanian Government to designate 
representatives for the sector to participate in a government structure, The Inter-Ministry 
Working Group, that deals with public sector issues. One of the elected representatives is the 

3 This lack of information may also be blamed on the NGOs, for not putting effort into making themselves 
known to the public. 
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The 1997 NGO Forum took place during June 5-8 in Bucharest, following similar themes as the 
1996 event, with special attention granted by the media and the government. Two of the opening 
speeches were provided by President Emil Constantinescu and Prime Minister Victor Ciorbea. 
Another difference was the invitation addressed to NGOs from the gender sector which replaced the 
media sector whose NGO activity had declined. 

The goal of the Forum was to increase the efficiency of Romanian public policy NGOs and of the 
public support received by these organizations in their activities. 

The objectives of the Forum were to: raise mutual trust among the three sectors of Romanian society 
- public, private and government; provide Romanian NGOs with public policy activities and the 
occasion to identify, debate and unite on issues of interest for the Romanian NGO community; 
improve collaboration and networking among NGOs with public policy concerns; create and develop 
communication channels between 'the NGO community and the Government and Parliament; 
improve the public image of public policy NGOs through media coverage of the event; assess the 
current status and trends of the NGO sector, sharing the information with interested parties (i.e. the 
government, funders, media, and NGOs); improve the regulatory framework for Romanian NGOs; 
disseminate information on NGO initiatives for the reform of the public domain. 

The means to reach the proposed objectives were: 

• the preparation, prior to the Forum, of white papers for each sector of the NGO community 
that describe the status of development. problems and trends of NGOs. The white papers, 
along with resolutions and other relevant documents were integrated into a booklet to be 
distributed both in-country and abroad, totaling more than 1,500 copies; 

• 

• 

• 

providing an opportunity for dialogue among representatives of the three seciors of 
Romanian society: public, private and government; 

providing NGOs with an opportunity to meet the most important funders active in Romania; 

lectures on general interest topics in order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
Romanian NGOs; 
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the affiliation of Romanian NOOs with international NOO networks; 

providing a space for dialogue among NOOs from the same sector so as to facilitate an 
exchange of experience and prevent the duplication of efforts; and 

• creating workgroups to draft legal initiatives in domains that affect the NOO sector. The 
workgroups were created after the Forum and consist of NOO representatives with juridical 
training, legal experts and governmental experts. 

The expected outcomes of the Forum are: 

• improvement of the "horizontal communication"- within the NOO community; 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

improvement of the "vertical communication"- between NOOs, state institutions and local 
administration; 

improvement of the regulatory framework for the Romanian NOOs; 

an increase in public awareness of the importance of the NOO sector; 

improvement of the public image of NOOs with greater media focus on their activities; 

an increase in the membership of NOOs as a result of their improved public image; 

recognition by state institutions of NOOs as stakeholders in the legislative process. 
better coordination among the international funders active in Romania; 

increased cooperation among Romanian NOOs with similar organizations in Europe; and 

strengthening of the informal network of Romanian public policy NOOs created following 
the 1996 Forum. 

D. OTHER EVENTS 

As a result of the prestige enjoyed by IFES among the NOO community, IFES was often solicited 
as a partner for national or international organizations in organizing public fora, seminars and 
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conferences. Positive responses were based on their relevance for the project's overall scope of 
work. Some examples od such events organized by IFES include: a series of public meetings in the 
Prahova judet in partnership with the Civic Alliance; an environmental seminar in Zlatna with 
Albamont of Alba Iulia; and a conference entitled "Democracy in Transition" held in Bucharest with 
the Soros Foundation for an Open Society. 

While the other two received increased attention from the media and participants, it seems however 
that the most valuable was the event in Zlatna, held in February 1994. Zlatna is one of the most 
polluted cities in Europe, due to its copper-processing plant.4 The efforts of environmental groups 
to convince the managers of the plant to introduce new technology that would reduce the pollution 
had not been successful. IFES invited and secured the participation of the Minister of Environment 
and other high-ranking government officials, international experts, Romanian NGOs and 
representatives of local administration and media. After very tense, but constructive debates, the 
participants agreed on the necessity of taking action to cut down the pollution in the area. While 
USAID offered to support the project, the Romanian government later allocated $5 million for new 
technology. The media brought the problem to the public's attention until the government took steps 
to resolve it. IFES received credit for this successful initiative, both from the media and the 
participants, and established valuable relations with several officials from the Romanian government 
and parliament. 

More than 600 people participated in the events organized by IFES with different partners. The 
media impact was very significant, and IFES was praised for its contributions to the advancement 
of democracy in Romania. 

These events were also an excellent opportunity for establishing personal contacts with journalists, 
politicians and scholars, to be used later in other IFES programs. . 

E. NGO RESOURCE AND ASSISTANCE CENTER 

The IFES NGO Resource Center was established as a result of the requests received from the NGO 
community. The Center was designed to meet the needs of the evolving NGOs in Bucharest and 
neighboring regions, as well as serve as an information center to be used by Romanian NGOs, 
international funders and institutions interested in identifying recipients for funds. 

4 The life expeclancy is 14 years lower Ihan Ihe resl oflhe country. 
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Throughout its 5 years of existence, the Center has been a valued resource for the NGO community, 
with more than 1,000 NGOs benefiting from its activity. The high number of letters and calls of 
appreciation received during this period demonstrates the importance of the center for NGOs. 

A special contribution from IFESIW ashington allowed the Bucharest office to establish a library that 
contains many pieces of interest to the NGO community on topics such as: leadership, democracy, 
state and local governments, economic development, marketing, management, education, technical 
skills, environmental protection, among others. 

Also, the Center has received contributions from USIS, British Know How Fund and European 
Foundation Center. Principal Romanian contributors have been the Humanitas Publishing House, 
the International Center for Entrepreneurial Studies and the Corneliu Leu Foundation. The library 
was also supplied with official publications of the Romanian government. 

There have consistently been many requests for the services offered by the Center, including: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

access to the library 
access to the NGO and funders databases 
assistance in fundraising 
assistance in preparing project proposals and associated budgets 
access to IFES' equipment 
access to IFES' communication facilities 
access to information from and on the NGO sector 

All the organizations that were assisted by IFES in writing project proposals have, subsequently, 
received funding, creating a solid reputation for the Center. The IFES office was also requested to 
provide international visitors with briefings on the current status of Romania's democracy. 

F_ CENTRAS: CREATION OF A SUSTAINABLE ROMANIAN ORGANIZATION 

Ever since the elaboration of its program for Romania, IFES intended to leave behind a' viable 
organization upon the conclusion of its activity. 

It was no surprise that, as the project neared its completion, in 1995, the IFES staff registered a 
Romanian non-profit organization, The Assistance Center for NGOs (CENTRAS). At that point, 
in order to help establish the name of the new organization, the project activities were run under a 
common IFES/CENTRAS banner. 
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The organization benefited from the experience gathered by its staff as employees of the lFES Civic 
Education Project, as well as from the use of the office space and lFES equipment which was 
donated to CENTRAS upon the completion of the project. In addition use of equipment and trained 
local staff, CENTRAS was granted a $24,790 sub-grant from lFES which originated from USAID. 
This key grant to CENTRAS paved the road toward future acceptance by the international 
community and facilitated a sense of fiscal respect for the young NGO. Along with these benefits 
came the use of lFES civic and election contacts, including decision-makers and technical experts, 
which have proved to be a valuable resource for the young organization. IFES' non-partisan 
approach was continued by CENTRAS, which enabled the new organization to have an excellent 
start. In addition to funds secured from other sources, these funds proved to be essential for the rapid 
development of the organization. 

The two organizations co-existed until the end of 1996, when the IFES Election Assistance Program 
was completed. However, there are possibilities for future collaboration as CENTRAS (along with 
the ProDemocracy Association) plans to begin lobbying the government for a permanent electoral 
body. 
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V. CENTRAS ACTIVITY REPORT, OCTOBER 1995 - MARCH 1997 

During the period October 1995 - March 1997, CENTRAS contributed to the development of 
Romanian civil society by identifying, fostering and assisting emerging NGOs. Using a proactive 
approach, CENTRAS has: organized "Civil Society Development" seminars and the leading event 
for the NGO community, the Romanian NGO Forum; developed a Resource Center; established 
legislative working groups; and published and distributed a bi-monthly NGO magazine. 

A. THE RESOURCE CENTER 

The NGO Resource Center is a heavily used resource for Romanian NGOs lacking access to books, 
publications, and information on funding opportunities, current legislation, and NGOs in general. 
The Center currently houses over 450 books and hundreds of publications not readily available to 
representatives of many NGOs in Romania. In the last year alone, CENTRAS has added more than 
200 new publications. 

Since September 1995, over 300 NGOs have used the Resource Center facilities. The Center 
provided free of charge advice and consultative services on the following problem areas for NGOs: 
proposal writing, fundraising, and funding opportunities; finding similar organizations for 
cooperation and collaboration on joint projects; legal and financial regulations for NGOs and their 
registration; drafting and preparation of narrative and financial reports for funders and other 
materials in Romanian, English, and French; consulting for logistical arrangements and management 
of seminars. 

B. THE RESOURCE CENTER NETWORK 

In November 1996, CENTRAS began the process of establishing a Resource Center Network. After 
a period of consultations with many NGOs, 12 NGOs were chosen from allover the country to form 
the network. The members of the network will provide the same type of services at the local level 
as CENTRAS provides. Of course, they will have complete support from CENTRAS with problems 
they are not able to resolve and areas they are not sufficiently able to address. The purpose of the 
network is to increase efficiency and expand outreach. On November 29,1996, the members of the 
network met in a one day session to get acquainted for an initial briefing. During February and 
March 1997, CENTRAS finished the process of registration oflegal agreements with all the partners 
in the network and fixed the agenda for 1997 
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Civil Society Development Seminars have been organized and conducted for representatives of 
NGOs in smaller cities and communities that have not had access to the information and resources 
available to NGOs in larger cities. Following a needs assessment study, several geographical areas 
were identified where the quality and quantity of public participation and NGO activity was very 
low. CENTRAS organized .seminars in Suceava, Focsani, Pitesti, Targu Mures, Sapanta, Tulcea, 
and Craiova. The seminars were organized in conjunction with a local NGO previously identified 
as capable and locally well known. 

The specific topics for each seminar were different according to the specific needs of individual 
cities. Printed materials, relevant to the seminars, were distributed to all the participants in 
Romanian and English. 

Generally, topics included: the role of civil society; the relationship between NGOs and local 
administration; an overview offunders with programs in Romania; and practical training exercises 
in proposal writing, leadership, and motivating volunteers. Each seminar had approximately 30-50 
participants representing local NGOs, local administration and media. 

1. Suceava Seminar, December 1995 

The seminar jointly organized with the local youth NGO Info-Center, was attended by 30 local 
representatives, bringing together the local elected government, political party representatives, NGO 
leaders, and media representatives. The agenda included an introduction to CENTRAS activities by 
Alexandru R. Savulescu and was followed by the topics: "Democracy Network Program in Romania 
and its Vision on the Implication of NGOs in the Democratization Process" by Adriana Stoica 
(Project Officer at DNP); "Connecting Between NGOs and Local Authorities Through Common 
Finance" by Lorena Stoica (The Fund for the Development of the Euro-Carpathian Regions); "NGOs 
and the Electoral System"by Nicu Beldie (Association of Layers for Human Rights Defense); and 
"Presentation of the Center for the Development of NGOs" by Simona A. Popovici (Training 
Coordinator at the Center for the Development of the NGOs). 

2. Focsani Seminar, February 1996 

The seminar was organized with the assistance of the local Foundation for the Conservation of Wild 
Life. The seminar entitled "NGO Management - Proposal Writing", was attended by 35 local 
representatives, bringing together NGO leaders and members, and media representatives. The agenda 
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of the two day seminar included an introduction to CENTRAS activities and lectures on NGO 
management and proposal writing presented by CENTRAS staff. The second part of the first day and 
the second day were used to develop proposal writing skills. Several groups were formed with 
CENTRAS staff assessing the progress of every group and providing constructive feedback. The 
groups then exchanged projects and criticized them. At the end of the seminar, several proposal were 
drafted in almost final form for possible funders at the REC Local Office, PHARE Small Grants 
Commission and the Ministry of Youth. At least one of these proposals was accepted. 

3. Pitesti Seminar, March 1996 

The seminar was jointly organized with Semper Virent and was attended by 38 local representatives, 
bringing together local administration, NGO leaders and media. The one day seminar began with 
an introduction to CENTRAS activities by Dorin Tudoran, President of the CENTRAS Board. Mr. 
Tudoran also spoke on the topic of "NGOs: Resource of Local Development" and initiated debates 
on it. The agenda also included: "The Local Administration and NGOs Together for Local 
Administration Reform" by Kristina Creosteanu, local inspector at the Public Relations Department 
of Local Council Brasov, and "The Role ofNGOs in the Promotion of Public Private Partnership" 
by Gabriela Matei, Executive Director at International City/County Management Association -
Romanian Project. 

4. Targu Mures and Sapanta Seminars, August 1996 

The audience, 15 - 18 people, were the members of an environmental association, Rhododendron, 
a locally well known public policy and advocacy NGO. The seminar was held by a team made up 
of: Dan Petrescu, Viorel Micescu, Carmen Grecu representing CENTRAS, and Dorin Iancu of 
Albamont. 

The agenda, established in conjunction with the leadership of Rhododendron, comprised: 

1. A general description of the concept and role of civil society and public 
participation - the legal framework; 

2. Case studies on public participation and the action of NGOs (Zlatna and the 
NGO Albamont); 

3. Development of a project idea; and 
4. Proposal writing. 

From Targu Mures, the CENTRAS team went to Sapanta and provided assistance to the parish of 
Sapanta a well known village in the historic province of Maramures. The local parish intends to build 
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a monastery that will include a "bolnita", a traditional type of shelter, hospital for the local poor and 
homeless and create a foundation for this purpose. With CENTRAS assistance in the writing of the 
proposal the parish obtained part of the money they required for the establishment of the hospital. 

5. TuJcea Seminar, September 1996 

The seminar "Development of Civil Society" was organized by CENTRAS and a Romanian - French 
Friendship Association. The targeted audience for this seminar was people likely to influence the 
development of NGOs and democracy generally. Members of the local government, judet 
counselors, the senator and deputy representing Tulcea in the Parliament, and directors or 
representatives of the main businesses in the region were present. Unusually active and dedicated 
were the members of the NGOs present: branches of the Civic Alliance, Pro Democracy, SECS, OR, 
as well as local groups Ecodelta, Prodelta, and others. 

Senator Elena Preda welcomed CENTRAS and the event, the first of its kind in Tulcea, "a place 
where nothing happens" as the participants' described it, during her opening comments. The 
welcoming address was followed by a presentation by CENTRAS' Dan Petrescu, who also chaired 
the seminar. The topic of civil society included discussion on: the terminology and its philosophy, 
its evolution in Romania, and the legal environment. 

After discussions and a break, the proceedings continued with a presentation by Ms. Ioana Luca from 
the Regional Environmental Center on issues concerning public participation in environmental 
problems. After lunch (covered through sponsorship by local businessmen), Ms. Maria Georgescu 
from ARAS (an anti-AIDS association) addressed the audience on the problems and state of social 
sector organizations in Romania. After some very lively discussions, the proceedings continued 
with an interesting presentation by Ms. Dana Nicolescu, Executive Director of Opportunity 
Associates, on various fundraising techniques, including British, American and Romanian examples. 

The second day began with a presentation by a panel which included Ms. Ioana Ieronim, Soros 
Foundation, Dana Nicolescu and Dan Petrescu on funding opportunities. The participants expressed 
their wonder at the number of possibilities. Following the discussions, Ms. Virginia Enescu from 
The Romanian-American Enterprise Fund held a presentation on the importance of the 
entrepreneurial spirit and the liberal economy in our present society. The rest of the day, including 
the lunch break, was spent in a leadership exercise. 

6. Craiova Seminar, November 1996 
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The seminar in Craiova was organized and conducted with the help of the Public Administration 
Training Center-Craiova. The seminar attracted nearly 30 participants, including representatives 
from NGOs and local government. Dan Petrescu, former Executive Director of CENTRAS (1995-
1997), opened the seminar with overview presentations on the work of CENTRAS and the role of 
NGOs in society. This was followed by presentations by Gabriela Matei, Executive Director of the 
ICMA's Center for Study and Program Development, on partnership between citizens, NGOs, and 
local administration and by Mihaela Dudau, "Ecomont" Foundation, on three specific models for 
collaboration between NGOs and local public administration. The first day ended with an overview 
of the lalomita Judet's Citizen Information Center by Nela Mocanu, the Center's Director. The 
presentations generated a good deal of interest and discussion among the participants. The second 
day began with Mr. Petrescu reviewing the previous day's activities and then providing an overview 
of the main funding organizations operating in Romania. Jeff Hartshorn, National Forum 
Foundation AVID Volunteer with CENTRAS, discussed successful proposal writing techniques as 
a preview to the proposal writing exercise which lasted the rest of the second day. The participants 
were unaware of many of the funding opportunities that exist and found the proposal writing exercise 
useful. CENTRAS staff observed and assisted NGOs in finding common ground in their interests 
and developing plans for future action. 

7. Piatra Neamt Seminar, December 1996 

The seminar was jointly organized and conducted with "Ecomont" Piatra Neamt and attracted over 
40 participants, including representatives of social and environmental NGOs. Dan Petrescu, opened 
the seminar with overview presentations on the work of CENTRAS and the role of NGOs in society. 
Mr. Petrescu then led the eager participants through a leadership exercise designed to assist the 
participants in recognizng the strengths and weaknesses in their organizations. After lunch, Cornel 
Trasnea, President of Pro-Democracy, Bucharest, gave a presentation on how to recruit and motivate 
volunteers. The first day ended with an overview of the main funding organizations operating in 
Romania, given by Dan Petrescu. 

Most of the second day was spent in discussions and exercises designed to improve the participant's 
proposal writing capabilities. Jeff Hartshorn started the day with a presentation focusing on 
successful proposal writing techniques. This was followed by an exercise designed to organize and 
help clarify the thoughts and narrative presentations of the participants in each of the main parts of 
a proposal. Viorel Micescu, then Senior Programs Coordinator of CENTRAS, led the group through 
a detailed presentation on creating proposal budgets. The participants were given time to organize 
their materials and, in the afternoon, present their work. Mr. Petrescu led the group through this 
process and then concluded the seminar. 
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On January 31, a CENTRAS team consisting of Dana Stanciu and Jeff Hartshorn, joined by Ioana 
Luca of the Regional Environmental Center and Ion Olteanu of Pal-Tin Project traveled to TuIcea 
for a one day mini seminar focused on proposal writing. The seminar was promised to the NGOs 
from TuIcea during the September seminar due to popular demand. The team made presentations on 
successful proposal writing techniques and the specific requirements of funding organizations. The 
participants were taken through the process of starting with an idea and developing it into a full 
proposal in the day's exercises. The session was well attended, with 30 people, and the participants 
were active. 

9. The Ramnicu Valcea Seminar, February 1997 

CENTRAS organized and conducted a Civil Society Development seminar in Ramnicu Valcea on 
21-22 February with Pro-Democracy Association - Ramnicu Valcea. Dan Petrescu opened the 
seminar with an overview presentation on the work of CENTRAS and the role of NGOs in society. 
Next, Viorel Micescu described the fiscal regulations for NGOs which was followed by a short 
break. Mr. Petrescu then led a session on strategic planning and project planning after which Mr. 
Micescu continued with the project planning theme focusing on budget preparation. Mr. Petrescu 
summarized the main funding organizations operating in Romania and Jeff Hartshorn described 
successful proposal writing techniques. The morning of the second day was spent in a proposal 
writing exercise, including an opportunity for presentation and evaluation. Dan Petrescu led the 
group through a discussion on CENTRAS' proposed changes in the Law on Sponsorship and then 
concluded the seminar. 

10. Satu Mare Seminar, March 1997 

CENTRAS organized a "Civil Society Development" seminar on 14-15 March in Satu Mare, with 
Liga Pro Europa - Satu Mare. Dan Petrescu opened the seminar with an explanation of CENTRAS' 
work and background. Luminita Petrescu, Advisor to the President on NGOs, then conducted an 
exercise focused on leadership. Following this, Dana Niculescu of Opportunity Associates1ed the 
group through a segment on project management. After lunch, Mr. Petrescu continued the well
attended (about 35 people) seminar with a detailed exercise in strategic planning. The second day 
of the seminar began with a presentation on funding organizations operating in Romania, by Dan 
Petrescu. Afterwards, Jeff Hartshorn and Viorel Micescu conducted a presentation on successful 
proposal writing, including budgeting. Dana Stanciu then organized the participants into groups and 
worked with them on proposal ideas as a prelude to a thorough proposal writing exercise. At the end 
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of the day, the participants had written "mock" proposals and presented them to the group for 
analysis. Overall, the seminar was very successful, effective, and based on the participant evaluations 
highly valued. 

Overview of the Seminars 
The evaluation forms indicated a good overall appreciation of all the seminars: 80% "very good" 
while the rest rated them "good". Comments indicated a desire for follow·up seminars and 
continuous activity of this kind. In several cases, CENTRAS was asked to come back for training 
sessions. 

Generally, the press coverage of the seminars was excellent. Local newspapers ran articles and 
photos on the seminars and several TV interviews with the organizers and lecturers were played on 
local TV stations. 

D. WORKGROUPS 

CENTRAS has consistently worked to improve the regulatory framework governing the NGO 
community through working groups of specialists that study issues and present possible legislative 
alternatives to lawmakers. 

• The Workgroup on the NGO Law 
Following the 1995 NGO Forum, the first working group was formed to examine the Law on 
Associations and Foundations, 2111924. The working group's proposed amendments gained broad 
support from the NGO community through a series of public meetings and were submitted to 
Parliament in March 1996. Because the draft wasn't discussed in Parliament until the end of the 1992 
- 1996 legislature and the procedure required that a law has to be submitted again at the beginning 
of a new legislature, the drafters met again in February 1997. They decided to draft a new law instead 
of resubmitting the proposal to amend the old one. At the end of March 1997, the first meeting of 
this workgroup took place. 

• The Workgroup on the Sponsorship Law 
Following the 1996 Forum, a working group was formed to examine the Sponsorship Law, 32/1994. 
Since October 1996, the members of the workgroup met several times and for amending the law in 
order to introduce provisions which will encourage the private sector to sponsor the non-profit 
sector. The final draft was presented on the first day of the NGO Fair which took place at the end 
of February. For this occasion, CENTRAS invited interested NGOs and representatives of the 
Government to debate the amended Sponsorship Law which was also published in the March issue 
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of InfoONG magazine. The draft obtained the support of a significant number of NGOs and was 
submitted to Parliament at the end of March 1997. 

E- INFOONG MAGAZINE 

The CENTRAS bi-monthly NGO magazine, InfoONG, continued to be published, describing present 
and future projects of public-policy oriented NGOs, examining legal and administrative difficulties 
as well as potential opportunities for Romanian NGOs in an effort to fill the information gap and 
enlarge channels of communication with government institutions. The magazine had a circulation 
of about 2,000 and it was distributed to NGOs, Parliament, and centralllocal government institutions. 
Following the dissemination of the first six issues, the feed-back showed that InfoONG has had 
considerable impact. 

Beginning with the January - February 1997 issue, InfoONG updated its look. The cover of the 
magazine was printed in color and the circulation increased to 2,500. The InfoONG No 111997 was 
presented at the NGO Fair where it was very well received by the public. Beginning with the March 
1997 issue, the magazine became a monthly publication. 

F. CENTRAS PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS, CONFERENCES AND TRAINING COURSES 

During this period CENTRAS staff was frequently invited to seminars, conferences, and other events 
organized in Romania and abroad, including Moldova, the Czech Republic, and the Slovak Republic. 
Dana Stanciu attended a 3-day seminar in Chisinau, Moldova, which' examined and discussed 
legislation on NGOs in the country. Viorel Micescu attended the Czech National Forum, organized 
by the Institute for East-West Studies. Following his attendance and several rounds of discussions, 
the Institute invited CENTRAS to work on a similar project in Romania. Dan Petrescu attended a 
seminar in the Slovak Republic organized by Aspen Institute-France, on the public policy activities 
of NGO Resource Centers. 

CENTRAS staff also attended training courses on: strategic planning, organized by European 
Foundation Center in Warsaw; marketing for NGOs, organized by World Learning in Herculane; 
public participation, a "training of trainers" seminar organized by Regional Environmental Center 
in Ploiesti; and strategic media planing, organized by National Forum Foundation in Budapest. 
Since October 1996, all staff members have attended courses in management at Open University, 
UK. 

During November and December 1996, both Romania and Moldova had parliamentary and 

35 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

IFES Civic Education Project. 1994·1996 
Final Activity Report 

November 1997 

presidential elections. CENTRAS staff participated as observers during all stages of the elections. 
In both countries, monitoring polling and counting on election day and the run-up to the election. 
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VI. CENTRAS: MISSION AND PRESENT ACTIVITIES 

A. MISSION 

The mission of CENTRAS is to contribute to the establishment of a democratic Romania through 
the development of a viable civil society. A developed and active civil society serves as an important 
deterrence against the return to a state controlled economy and an autocratic form of government as 
well as facilitates a decentralized distribution of power. 

In order to accomplish its mission, CENTRAS: 

• fosters and assists emerging NGOs, analyzing their needs; 
• educates leaders and decision-makers in public administration on civil society issues; 
• advocates changes in public policy according to the needs perceived; and 
• contributes to the civic and democratic education of the general public. 

In order to achieve its objectives, CENTRAS has employed a variety of methods. Most of them 
represent a continuation and intensification of the 3 year project run in Romania by IFES with a grant 
from USAID. The most important activities have included: 

• NGOForums 
These events facilitated the development of a coherent strategy by a broad coalition of NGOs 
involved in public policy. This was achieved by setting common goals and policies reached through 
deliberation. CENTRAS followed-up and will continue to do so by advocating and working towards 
accomplishing those goals. 

• Legislative Working Groups 
A number of laws concerning elections as well as the Law on Associations and Foundations have 
been analyzed and amended. These draft laws have all been accepted and submitted to the Parliament 
and are at present under their consideration. The drafting has always been done by a representative 
group reuniting NGO leaders from relevant fields, expert lawyers, government officers, and 
parliamentarians from across the political spectrum. At the end of the drafting process, the results 
are presented for comments to large groups of NGO representatives, ensuring as much as possible 
a transparent process and public participation. 
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The magazine has succeeded beyond expectations, filling a void and becoming a highly desired tool 
for the dissemination of information. Recently, the magazine went beyond its strictly informative 
approach into some opinion and advocacy pieces. The audience is made of: 1,200 active NGOs, all 
parliamentarians, mayors of large towns and prefects and government ministries, among others. The 
responsiveness of the audience was tested after the third issue by a demand to return, by post, a form 
to receive the magazine. There was a 95% positive response. 

• Government Relationships 
Throughout its existence, CENTRAS tried to make government decision-makers aware of its activity 
and invited them to join in their endeavors. It is only recently though that the government officials 
have started to respond and demand for CENTRAS input into their policy studies or legislative 
initiatives. CENTRAS has consequently been invited several times to join the meetings of the 
Interdepartmental Task Group for Civil Society Development, present comments and observations 
on government policy or legislative documents. In response, CENTRAS has managed to get relevant 
civil servants invited to conferences, meetings with NGO leaders and other events. More recently, 
following the November 1996 elections, CENTRAS has been asked to present a paper on ideas to 
implement an institutional interface between the NGOs and the Presidency. 

• Civil Society Development Seminars 
CENTRAS is conscious that its main strength lies in its close contacts with NGOs and 
administration in the countryside. It is during these seminars that ideas such as decentralization, 
public participation, and citizen involvement in local issues are presented in a familiar environment, 
allowing for public advocacy at the local level. These seminars provide an opportunity for enlarging 
the database on NGOs which CENTRAS uses in its current activities. 

• Technical Assistance Activities 
These activities help build the general ethos and facilitate coordination among NGOs while 
promoting the cause of civil society. 

B. PUBLIC POLICY GOALS 

Following the 1996 NGO Forum, participating NGOs charged CENTRAS with the following public 
policy goals: 

• Changing the Sponsorship Law 
• Passing a Freedom of Information Act 
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Also, a pennanent goal of CENTRAS has been establishing a regular channel of communication 
between public authorities and the NGO sector as a step toward self-sustainability. 

1. The Sponsorship Law 

The first objective, amending the Sponsorship Law, is widely believed to be "the key" to the· 
development of the Romanian civil society. While this is only partially true, more encouraging 
legislation can favor funding activities, especially if the "Rules of Application" are modified. These 
modifications are intended to have several effects: a practical one, in easing the bureaucratic and 
fiscal regulations concerning funding; an educational role in introducing the concept of sponsorship 
and providing a base to infonn the corporate world on philanthropic activities; and a psychological 
role in showing both NGOs and private corporations that the law has been changed and that this 
activity is being encouraged and facilitated. 

The first draft of the law was written during Petre Roman's tenn as Prime Minister but it was 
examined and passed much later. The current draft was inspired by French legislation but included 
a very small portion of a very elaborate piece of legislation. This draft, not very good in its initial 
fonn was further severely amended by the Finance Ministry and in the commissions so as to make 
it very difficult to use. The "Rules of Application" handed down by the Ministry of Finance made 
it even more discouraging. 

In order to successfully amend the draft, after having obtained the acceptance and suggestions of 
several ministries,S it will have to pass through the commissions of either the Senate and House. 6 The 
final version will go to the floor, to be sent later to the next house for a vote. A mediated version of 
the draft will finally be voted on in both houses and sent to the President for signature. 

2. The Freedom of Information Act 

The main problem in accessing infonnation is the regulatory framework. Article 37 'of the 
Constitution, guarantees access to public infonnation but there is a lack of regulations which would 

S Budget, Finance, Culture, Reform, Sports and Youth Ministries 

6 Finance, Judicial, Culture and Mass Media Commissions 
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define the notion of "public infonnation" and regulate the activities of public servants in presenting 
the infonnation. 

The responsible decision-makers and the passage of the legislation is similar to the scenario of the 
Sponsorship Law. There are, however, differences in the ministries and commissions that will be 
consulted and will decide on the matters. In this instance, the Ministries of Defense, Justice, Interior, 
the Intelligence Services and the corresponding commissions of the Parliament will be affected. 

3. Legislation on Associations and Foundations 

Law 21/1924 has been a highly debated topic which resulted in the submission to Parliament of 
progressive amendments to the law. The draft amendments must be either reintroduced or 
reexamined in Parliament, submitted and lobbied for. The passage of the legislation on Associations 
and Foundations is most likely now than at any previous time as the political forces are, at present, 
open to the passage of favorable legislation on this matter. 

4. Government - NGO Interface 

CENTRAS hopes to achieve within this broad objective by: 

• contributing to a generally favorable image of NGOs in the public sphere, creating the trust 
necessary for further development of the sector; and 

• sending a targeted message to specific public actors who can become activists on behalf of public 
policy NGOs. 

By providing this service to the government, CENTRAS hopes it will become a useful tool and 
encourage government support of hte NGO sector. 

C. MAJOR PROGRAM INITIATIVES 

1. Advocacy: Developing Legislative Working Groups and Papers 

Experience shows that an acceptable draft is a compromise between several forces. In establishing 
a working group, CENTRAS tries to bring together representatives of these diverse forces. The 
process of working together, after an initial introductory period, makes the participants more willing 
to share ideas and reach a final, acceptable conclusion. To a certain degree, the process tries to 
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replicate, on a small scale, the debate that is found in a representative legislative body. 

For example, the composition of the Sponsorship Law working group joins representatives of the 
donors (Bancorex), controllers (Ministry of Finance), receivers (Uniter), as well as lawyers and 
policy analysts familiar with the drafting process. Unfortunately, most of these participants must 
come in a private capacity, as their respective institutions frown on such activities. Also, most of 
them consider themselves specialists, not volunteers, and expect to be paid a certain fee for their 
time. Important roles are that of chairman, who has to "keep the peace" and steer the discussion in 
the right direction, and that of the secretary who tapes the proceedings, records the decisions made, 
informs all members of the group on schedules, presents abstracts, presents and edits the work done, 
copies and distributes materials and reference documents, and takes care of the logistics. At 
CENTRAS, the secretary of the group is also the Program Officer managing the project. 

After finalizing the draft, CENTRAS holds seminars and public meetings to present it and the 
problem to NGOs, the media and MPs. A targeted approach is attempted in order to convince 
parliamentarians of the importance if the bill, using influential NGOs (members of the NGO Forum) 
in their constituencies. In/oONG runs articles presenting the positions of those legislators and 
political players favoring and opposed to the bill. 

a. The Freedom of Information Legislation 

Both because of the rather unique nature of the legislation and the lack of sufficient funds, another 
approach has been taken in this project. Relevant Ministries and institutions have been approached, 
presented with the resolutions and lists of signatures from the NGO Forum and asked to appoint a 
contact person on this matter. After periods lasting between one and three months, all the institutions 
finally answered and appointed a contact person. At that point, due to the tense and uncertain 
political situation as well as the lack of funding, the advocacy process was put on hold. The research 
and drafting has continued by CENTRAS and the Association for the Defense of Human Rights in 
Romania-Helsinki Commission (APADOR-CH) and an initial draft has already been written. 

The plan for this project is to present the draft for comments and discussions during a workshop 
designed to educate government institutions on international standards and other relevant legislation 
on the matter. 
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b, Legislation for Associations and Foundations 

A group of individuals and organizations affected by the legislation1 examined the situation and 
decided to draft an entirely new law instead of resubmitting the old amendments. The new law was 
produced in 3 months by a team of legislative experts from NGOs, Parliament and the government 
and was published in In/oONG and debated during the 1997 NGO Forum. It will be submitted to 
Parliament either as an initiative by particular MPs or the government.s The expected period for 
debate in Parliament is Spring 1998. 

2. InfoONG 

After one year of publishing the magazine, it is not exaggeration to say that In/oONG is the most 
popular magazine in the Romanian NGO world and is becoming an increasingly proactive and 
informative instrument. CENTRAS intends to develop this project, by shifting the focus from 
general information about NGOs to policies and relevant opinions about the NGO sector, 

The current structure of the magazine includes: 

• projects and programs of NGOs, especially those which are public-policy oriented; 
• drafts of proposed legislation, soliciting feedback from NGOs; 
• positions of political parties, individual parliamentary groups and influential politicians on 

various proposed legislation; 
• updates on the status of different pieces of legislation, targeting members of Parliament 

significant to the advancement of different policy issues; 
• proposed projects, including partnership proposals; 
• funding activities, notices and guidelines from different funding organizations, and requests for 

applications; 
• notices and announcements on scheduled events; 
• opinions on civil society in Romania; 
• inquiries regarding the relationship between NGOs and local administration and the efficiency 

of non-governmental organizations in the implementation of projects; 
• information on the activity of working groups drafting improved laws which affect the various 

1 CENTRAS, APADOR-CH, members of the working group, public authorities, and NOO leaders 

S This was the text for study. 
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• information regarding the activity ofNGOs from abroad and international partnership proposals; 
and 

• 2-3 pages of advertising which contain useful information for NGOs, including office suppliers, 
training opportunities, etc. Advertising contributes partially to the self-sustainability of the 
magazine. 

The magazine is distributed to NGOs, Parliament, and central and local government institutes. 

The magazine is directed by an editorial board made of CENTRAS board members, the Executive 
Director of the Foundation and a program coordinator also from the CENTRAS staff. 

The staff working on the magazine is composed of: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

project coordinator 
chief-editor 
editor for domestic news 
editor for international news 
editor for inquiries 
researcher 
desktop-publisher 
photographer 
chief of advertising 
occasionally, collaborators from different parts of the country 

3. The NGO Forum 

Based on the success of the 1996 Forum, the 1997 Romanian NGO Forum was planned and executed 
along the following lines: 

• A Coordinating Committee was created to establish the policy of the Forum .. Other 
responsibilities include: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

selection of the researchers to develop the white papers for each sector 
decision on the structure of the white papers 
final decision on the list of participants 
supervision of logistics 
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• White papers are developed as research studies on each of the sectors within the NGO 
community. Topics addressed in 1996 included: stages of development, trends, most active 
organizations, obstacles in the NGO activity within the respective fields, legal initiatives, and the 
level of cooperation with the state institutions and local administration in implementing NGO 
projects. 

• A 3-day conference is held which includes a series of workshops, one for each sector. 
Topics included: debates on the draft white papers and legislative initiatives; and debates on the 
proposed resolutions and their fonnulation. Plenary sessions were dedicated to: the analysis of the 
accomplishments of the previous year's resolutions; analysis of the feedback from legislative 
proposals; new issues of interest to the NGO community as a whole; presentation of the funding 
organizations active in Romania; presentation of the main international NGO networks; debates on 
and adoption of the resolutions prepared in the workshops; and dialogue with representatives of state 
institutions and local administration on policies relevant to the NGO community. A daily bulletin 
was edited and distributed to the participants and the journalists attending daily press conferences. 

• The Forum booklet consisted of a collection of the white papers developed with the 
contribution of participant NGOs, the resolutions adopted by the Forum and other relevant 
documents provided by national and international experts. The booklets were distributed to members 
of Parliament, Government Ministries, local public administration, mass-media, funders, national 
and international NGOs. 

4. The Resource Center Network9 

A limited number of large, professional NGOs have sprung up during the last 12-18 months, some 
of which exist to provide services to other NGOs. These organizations are located in Bucharest and 
one or two other large towns. A huge number of small organizations, over 13,000, have incorporated 
and are functioning now all over the country. Due to poor distribution mechanisms on behalf of the 
service providers, they have many needs ranging from basic to more advanced. CENTRAS seeks to 
enhance its distribution mechanisms in order to use its resources in a more efficient and extensive 
manner. 

9 As of the writing of this final project report. the CENTRAS Resource Center Network is in early stages 
of development. 
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CENTRAS provides the leadership, managerial assistance, and informational resources to NGOs 
throughout the country through partner organizations which will become a network of resource 
centers. The network is currently in its initial stages and is expected to be developed based on the 
following model and considerations. 

a_ Initial Objectives 

The initial objective during the first period of the project will be devoted to the creation and 
strengthening ofthe network by: 

• strengthening the ties between the first 10 partner organizations beyond the present 
agreements and letters of commitment by establishing communication protocols, organizing 
meetings, and teaching the operating procedures of CENTRAS; 

• establishing, through a common decision making process, the necessary equipment, training 
skills and documents necessary for the assistance activity; . 

• establishing the array of assistance services and information the partners will offer and 
provide to local organizations; and 

• revising communication procedures and activities through a feed-back process during a three 
month period, in order to make adaptations and increase efficiency. 

b. Operational Objectives 

The operational objective are: 

• Within their operating areas, the partners will proactively identify "client organizations," 
promising NGOs in the civics, human rights, media, ecological, youth, economic development, 
social and cultural fields. If absent, the partners will help organize them through public meetings, 
civic education seminars, and other activitie. 

• The identified NGOs will, individually or collectively, be assisted in developing and 
managing projects through training seminars in a manner that will make them self-sustainable within 
a reasonable period of time. 

• As a logical extension, through research, assistance, and networking activities, CENTRAS 
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will serve as a clearinghouse and facilitator between NGOs and funding organizations and/or 
authorities. until they are sufficiently developed. 

• Being intensely involved in the needs and development of local NGOs, CENTRAS will 
advocate for a favorable regulatory environment and will monitor and spread relevant information 
regarding the sector through its publications. 

c. Expected Outcomes 

• The creation of an operational network of II organizations (CENTRAS and its 10 partners) 
capable of providing current information immediately and specialized or researched information 
within a reasonable time. 

• Within six months the structure will be fully operational with at least one training seminar 
held per month. 

• Within a year, each partner will have assisted between 10 and 30 organizations. Overall, the 
network would be capable of assisting up to 400 other organizations. 

• All of these organizations will be updated and informed on current national and international 
events in the NGO world and relevant legislation through InfoONG, mailings, and other information 
sources. 

• Due to the advocacy efforts of CENTRAS and other NGOs, the regulatory framework for 
NGOs will be changed and updated in order to promote the growth and strengthening of civil society. 

d. Partner Organizations 

Following an internal analysis of the organizations with which CENTRAS has collaborated, 14 
organizations were selected to form the network. Of the 14 approached with the proposal of the 
network, 12 agreed to form the network. At present, other organizations have asked to join the 
network. The expansion of the network will depend on available resources and the following criteria 
which will be used for selection: 

• geographic distribution; 
• a record of achievement due to managerial capacity and energy; 
• a generosity and community orientation which forms an attitude central to the culture of an 
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The organizations in the network have varying degrees of experience, equipment and other attributes. 
It will be CENTRAS' responsibility to bring the partner organizations to the standard at which they 
can communicate with the network. 
The partner organizations are: 

Semper Virent, Pitesti 
Rhododendron, Tg. Mures 
Prietenii Pamantului, Galati 
APTRF, Tulcea 
Ecomont, Piatra Neamt 
ProDemocratia, Rm. Valcea 
Civitas, Cluj 
Mare Nostrum, Constanta 
ProDemocratia, Alexandria 
Liga ProEuropa, Satu Mare 

e. Activities of the Network 

. The activities of the selected partner organizations will be: 

• The identification of NGOs which may benefit from assistance and the evaluation of the type of 
assistance required; 

• In collaboration with CENTRAS, to establish the activities needed and provide the institutional 
background and logistics necessary to provide the assistance, i.e. training facilities, office 
equipment, etc; 

• To ensure the communication of requests and offer information such as catalogues, magazines 
or specific funders etc; 

• To allow, according to ability, access to equipment for emerging NGOs. 

In order to conduct these activities, the partner NGOs will identify personnel willing to undertake 
this type of activity. These assistants will undergo stages of training in Bucharest, at the CENTRAS 
office. Following this training, they will be hired as part-time staff by CENTRAS. They will present 
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weekly activity reports based on which their performance will be evaluated. 

CENTRAS will train the partners in the use of its databases, both the documents (library and articles) 
as well as the NGOs and participants. These will be updated periodically and it is hoped that the 
library will be solicited and the information will be made available by downloading through the E
mail network, mailings and other distribution sources. 

CENTRAS on-line Internet access, still very expensive and barely available except in very large 
cities, will allow later forwarding of the relevant information as the network develops. 

The expertise CENTRAS has acquired as a leading NGO, can be shared during training sessions of 
I - 3 days or short, small and intensive group sessions, allowing a high flexibility and adaptability 
for assistance. In the event that demand surpasses the staff s abilities and time resources, CENTRAS 
will calion other organizations like Opportunity Associates, a management training company with 
vast experience in managerial training, especially of social services organizations or CODECS. 

5. The Resource Center 

The NGO Resource Center is a heavily used resource for Romanian NGOs lacking access to books, 
publications, and information on funding opportunities, current legislation, and NGOs in general. 
The Center currently houses over 450 books, and hundreds of publications not readily available to 
representatives of many NGOs in Romania. In the last year alone, CENTRAS has added more than 
200 new titles. Approximately 80% of the materials currently found in the Resource Center were 
donated by IFES. 

Since September 1995, over 300 NGOs have used the Resource Center facilities. The Center 
provided, free of charge, advice and consultative services on the following problem areas for NGOs: 
proposal writing, fundraising, and funding opportunities; finding similar organizations for 
cooperation and collaboration on joint projects; legal and financial regulations for NGOs and their 
registration; drafting and preparation of narrative and financial reports for funders and other 
materials in Romanian, English, and French; and consulting for logistical arrangemerits and 
management of seminars. 

6. Technical Assistance to NGOs 

Other activities, either new or traditional form the "backbone" of CENTRAS. Although basically 
the same, these activities have developed and diversified as different needs and approaches have 
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been detennined. The essence of the assistance activity CENTRAS does and intends to develop is 
based on the culture and goals created from the beginning of this organization's existence. It has 
always been CENTRAS' concern to do what it was asked to by nascent NGOs, in terms of 
assistance, or find solutions if the request was within its guidelines and resources. This culture has 
eamed CENTRAS a certain respect, reflected by the large number of letters of appreciation received 
from NGOs as well as from government and executive offices. 

a. Policy Formulation and Planning 

Too often, criticism of government activities by NGOs is hasty, and even when not, it rarely 
embraces constructive and creative forms which can lead to effective results. CENTRAS staff, 
through the experience and training received is capable of helping local NGOs formulate realistic, 
coherent alternative policies for their communities. Specifically, these take place through informal 
meetings at CENTRAS and have resulted in developing joint ideas and activity plans. This activity 
will be further developed to encompass the new NGOs, in a manner designed to promote cooperation 
among organizations having similar goals and presenting common grievances. 

h. Communication Facilities 

CENTRAS, through its very good communications facilities lO is now able to access the Internet. 
Many NGOs use these CENTRAS facilities, as communication costs are very high and many NGOs 
lack the necessary equipment. The fax number and e-mail address will be used as an official "P.O. 
Box". The Internet access will be extensively used to obtain and reuse international information for 
the network and for the magazine, InfoONG. 

c. Editing and Printing Facilities 

Most out-of-town, emerging NGOs lack such facilities and even a typewriter is sometimes difficult 
to find. Often, CENTRAS has helped write, edit, print and copy agendas, invitations and other 
materials for NGOs organizing a seminar or a mailing. CENTRAS equipment has allowed it to carry 
a large amount of data as well as to edit and print documents. Computers can be made available for 
use within the office. This service is in growing demand and importance as most funders and 
agencies now refuse to take hand-written applications into consideration. 

10 Including 4 international phone lines with 90% of connections local, fax machines and e-mail. 
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This is one of the most important activities of CENTRAS. There is a long record of identifying 
funding organizations for different projects and organizations, helping with proposal writing and 
budgeting, assisting in the financial procedures and training in financial or narrative reporting 
requirements for the funding organizations, i.e. National Endowment for Democracy, PHARE -
Democracy, Westminster Foundation, and the Democracy Network. This match-making activity has 
grown increasingly as more and more funding sources, domestic and foreign, commence activities 
in Romania. 

e. Training 

Lately, this activity has taken more and more of CENTRAS' resources, as the demand has continued 
to grow. The demand has been mostly on idea development, project management, proposal writing, 
human resources, especially on recruiting and motivating volunteers and communications skills. As 
curricula continue to become more sophisticated, CENTRAS will introduce subjects on evaluation 
techniques and use." . 

The form of training takes is highly varied. Increasingly, CENTRAS uses seminars lasting 2 days 
with 15 - 25 participants which allows for a very good and interactive environment. The follow -up 
to these seminars is either another shorter meeting or sending, by mail, feed-back on the participant's 
papers. 

Also, based on needs, one or more staff members conducts the necessary training of individuals or 
small groups (3-5) in the following areas: computer literacy and software, use of office equipment, 
financial reporting or fundraising. 

f. LendingIDonating Materials 

CENTRAS has a sufficient library which provides literature and periodicals on the non-profit sector, 
sociology, politics, resource materials on funding or non-profit management, civil-society, 
educational tapes among other items. The documents can be accessed and searched through a domain 
and key-word database which will be accessible to CENTRAS' partners. Upon request, CENTRAS 
can lend or copy VCR tapes or provide other educational materials, such as books, flip-charts etc. 

II The value of evaluation, which is demanded by funders, is still not fully appreciated by most NOOs. 
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CENTRAS, throughout its three years of working with NGGs and relevant government officials, 
experts and parliamentarians, has developed an important database of over 2,000 names and 1,000 
organizations, most of whom are involved in some way in public policy activity_ It is CENTRAS' 
opinion and experience that personal contact and connections based on trust and recommendations 
are an important element in assistance activity_ 

h. Disseminating Information - InfoONG 

InfoONG was created following the 1995 NGG Forum as a tool for the dissemination of information 
in an attempt to avoid duplication and foster synergy_ As it turned out, the magazine succeeded 
beyond expectation, as it filled the void of a much-needed information source. Beginning with the. 
most recent issue, the magazine went beyond its strict informative approach and ventured into some 
opinion and advocacy sections. The audience consists of: 1,028 active NGGs, all parliamentarians, 
mayors of large towns and prefects, and government ministries, among others. The responsiveness 
of the audience was tested following the distribution of the third issue by a request to return, by mail, 
a form in order to continue to receive the magazine. There was a 95% positive response. 

i. Publishing 

CENTRAS researches, translates, and/or writes booklets and leaflets which provide assistance to 
other NGGs in their activities. There are few or no materials on non-profit management, and 
fundraising and the resource center CENTRAS experience qualifies the organization to undertake 
this activity. 

D. NEEDS ADDRESSED BY CENTRAS 

Below are the results of an analysis of the behavior of NGGs which are active in the civic domain 
in Romania. This analysis was realized during the NGG Forum 1996 by the leaders of several strong 
civic organizations, and was further amended by CENTRAS staff. 

1. Strengths 

51 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

IFES Civic Education Project. 1994-1996 
Final Activity Report 

November 1997 

civil society organizations are a response to the essential needs of a democratic society; 
they provide the conditions for informing and educating citizens; 
they allow the involvement of a great number of people in decision making; 
they facilitate dialogue between political structures; 
they promote democratic values; and 
they utilize large numbers of volunteers. 

2. Weaknesses 

lack of managerial skills; 
problems regarding the internal democracy and internal communications within the 
organizations; 
lack of a clear boundaries with political structures; 
the tendency towards political partisan attitudes; 
the tendency to criticize excessively; 
lag between current actions and results; 
lack of will to cooperate with other organizations; 
the tendency to use foreign managerial methods without adaptation to local conditions; and 
the tendency to expand on a national scale without having the support of local resources; 

3. Opportunities 

the positive attitude of the press; 
the possibility to instruct both public authorities and citizens; and 
the acceptance of civil society organizations as interlocutors. by both political parties and 
public authorities. 

4. Threats 

monopolization. whether by the opposition or the leading party; 
the attitude of citizens who believe involvement to be a risky social behavior; 
oppressi ve legislation. limiting freedom of action; and 
lack of funds. limiting the effectiveness of organizations. 

Following the analysis presented. other documents and interviews. as well as meetings of the Board 
of Directors of CENTRAS and the conclusions of an exercise in strategic planning conducted by 
CENTRAS. the following areas and needs established by CENTRAS. 
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• Organizations working in the social and cultural sectors should be CENTRAS' clients as much 
as oiher organizations, and CENTRAS should attend to their needs. 

• The differences mentioned between NGOs (rural/urban, between regions) threaten to provoke 
a division which, if not attended to, will lead in time to an estrangement of these organizations from 
their very purpose - to serve the public. At the same time, in a largely rural country, such cleavages 
will prolong democratic development. 

• Among the NGOs CENTRAS works with, generally there is an amazing lack of training or 
assistance. Generally, training was done in an inconsistent manner, primarily one to three day 
seminars with foreign trainers. Such training, even if relevant, could only cover a fairly limited 
number of people, generally English speaking, of which only a few could later translate the training 
into actual performance. More recently, the Civil Society Development Foundation and the SOROS 
Foundation have jointly funded a Development Center based and operating in Bucharest. The 
initiative, begun over two years ago, has started operating in 1996. 

• A number of funding organizations started activities during 1996: Civil Society Development 
Program, funded by PHARE; Democracy Commission Small Grants Program and the Democracy 
Network Program, both funded by USAID; and the Fund for the Carpathian Euro-region, funded by 
the Institute for East-West Studies. With the aim of managing only the grant fund, their capacity to 
provide assistance will be limited. Discussions with representatives of these organizations lead to 
the conclusion that an activity of advising and assisting their future grantees will be most 
appreciated. 

• Opportunities of extending assistance and providing information abound in this environment, 
but they are limited by the experience of the organizations and their available resources. As such, 
assistance is scarce. 

• Again, information exists if one looks hard and conducts extensive research. The problem, 
similar to training, is to assist NGO leaders in how and where to get the relevant information they 
seek, and especially, how to use the information in the specific environment. I2 

12 i.e, finding which law regulates NGOs and reading it will not give you the faintest idea on how to set 

about registering your NGO and can provoke a delay of months. 
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• The worst aspect, which CENTRAS will strive to redress through its new approach, is in fact 
information about and accessibility to the opportunities existing for NGOs. 

In a country where information is difficult to penetrate, where people have an inherent distrust and 
lack of know-how, the personal approach and trust-building measures are the best ways to solve 
stalemate. For that very reason, CENTRAS believes local partners represent the best vehicle to 
provide assistance and information. 

E. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND QUALIFICATIONS 

The CENTER for Assistance of Non-Governmental Organizations is registered as a foundation 
according to Law 21 of 1924. 

The founders are all leaders or well known civic activists working in the NGO or public policy sector 
or leading members of IFES, the founding organization of CENTRAS. 

CENTRAS is governed by a Board of Directors chosen at the first General Assembly held in April 
1995. The Board Members are: 

Dorin Tudoran, President 
, Mircea Toma, Vice President 

Richard W. Soudriette 
Juliana Geran Pilon, Ph.D. 
Ion Olteanu 
Silviu Jecu, Esq. 
Alexandru Tasnadi, Ph.D. 

The executive branch, made up of 6 staff members and 5 part-time collaborators, are all excellent 
English speakers, university graduates or in their final year, possessing a broad range of expertise 
in NGO activity due to their 1-5 years in this field and the training received as IFES and CENTRAS 
staff, as well as to formal training covering a wide range of issues: public policy, management, 
philology, mathematics-electronics, computer science, journalism-public relations, accounting, 
geology, chemistry, and engineering. In order to enhance their training and their own ability to train, 
all staff members are undergoing training in management, including different aspects such as general 
introduction to financial management, business communication and public relations. 

The CENTRAS organizational chart is a matrix structure, in which each of the 6 full-time employees 
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contributes a percentage of time to different programs according to needs, while being responsible 
for the overall development of one or more. 

This team has been carefully selected and trained during the past years, mostly beginning as interns 
or volunteers and, at present, represents an expert team among NGOs. 
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VII. FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

A. RESOURCE CENTER NETWORK 
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Until now, CENTRAS lias provided assistance upon request, in addition to identifying and assisting 
individual NGOs develop in low activity areas. The stage of development and our past experience 
suggests that a more efficient way to provide assistance is by establishing a network that will do the 
preliminary identification and logistics work in the field, allowing CENTRAS resources to 
concentrate on providing assistance and training. This activity will continue in parallel with on-site 
assistance. 

B. RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY: NGOs AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

Research and advocacy activities are nothing new to CENTRAS and its staff. Below are listed 
activities to date: 

1. NGOForum 

Since 1994, IFES and later CENTRAS have organized each year a conference reuniting many of the 
more active NGOs and opening dialogue with government decision-makers and parliamentarians. 
This event has also facilitated the development of a coherent strategy by a broad coalition of NGOs 
involved in public policy. This was achieved by setting common goals and policies reached through 
deliberation. CENTRAS followed-up and will continue to do so by advocating and working towards 
accomplishing those goals. For the 1997 NGO Forum, there was an increase in the number of 
grassroots organizations attending and of the officials and parliamentarians participating. 

2. Legislative Working Groups 

Since 1994, IFES/CENTRAS have embarked upon a series of legislative activities. A number of 
laws concerning elections as well as the Law on Associations and Foundations have been analyzed 
and amended. These draft laws have all been accepted and submitted to Parliament and are at present 
under consideration. The drafting has always been done by a representative group consisting ofNGO 
leaders from relevant fields, expert lawyers, governmental officers, and parliamentarians from 
across the political spectrum. At the end of the drafting process, the results are presented for 
comments to large groups of NGO representatives, ensuring, as much as possible a transparent 
process and public participation and debate. At present, CENTRAS is constructing the next working 
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groups on the Freedom of Information Act and the NGO Law. 

3. Government Relationships 
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Throughout its activity, IFES/CENTRAS have tried to make government leaders aware of their 
activities and invited them to join in their endeavors. It is only recently though that government 
officials have started to respond and request CENTRAS input into their policy studies or legislative 
initiatives. As a result, CENTRAS has been invited several times to join the meetings of the 
Interdepartmental Task Group for Civil Society Development, present comments and observations 
to governmental policy or legislative documents. In response, CENTRAS has managed to ensure the 
attendance and participation of relevant civil servants to conferences and meetings with NGO 
leaders. 

4. Civil Society Development Seminars 

CENTRAS is conscious that its main strength lies in its close contacts with NGOs and local 
administration in the countryside. It is during these seminars that ideas such as decentralization, 
public participation and citizen involvement in local issues are presented in a familiar environment, 
allowing for public advocacy at the local level. As mentioned above, more recently, CENTRAS has 
mixed these subjects with training subjects upon demand. 

C. ENSURING SELF-SUSTAINABILITY 

CENTRAS' role as an information center will continue and can be extended to serve as an 
intermediary with relevant public authorities. This activity may be initially as a clearinghouse of 
information, to lobbying on behalf of NGOs. In the near future CENTRAS hopes to become a think 
tank on civil society while at the same time continuing its assistance activity. 

At present, CENTRAS has such pilot activities with the Local Administration of Sector 6 in 
Bucharest, and more recently the Romanian Presidency has asked CENTRAS to present ideas on 
local administration. The budget and legislation of state institution do not yet allow for 
subcontracting NGOs in this type of activity but that time is approaching. CENTRAS seeks to be 
able to provide this service on demand. 

Other self sustaining efforts on different projects are: 

• Making In/oONG a subscription only magazine within a year so as to cover most of the 
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expenses. This will depend on the overall sustainability of the sector as they become willing to pay 
for information. 

• Making the NGO Forum open to paying participants so as to help cover costs. In the future, 
all participants will be expected to pay a share and to pay for the Forum booklet. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION 
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The following n'eeds constitute the most important issues for the NOD sector in Romania today: 

• Raising public awareness about the role of NODs; 
• Development of information and networking; 
• Improvement of the legal and fiscal regulations; 
• Enhancing managerial and marketing capacities of NODs; 
• Enhancing the sector's image in the media; 
• Collaborating, while maintaining independence, with the local and central government; and 
• Concentrating on achieving self-sustainability in the future through effective fundraising at 

the local level and volunteerism. 

In order for the expanding and maturing civil society to be truly institutionalized and legitimized, 
it is necessary that these priorities be understood by both the NOD community and the public at large 
as well as government structures. NODs must recognize their responsibility toward Romania's 
democratization as must the government accept their importance. 
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IX. ATTACHMENTS 
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ATTACHMENT A 
LIST OF RESOURCE CENTER MATERIALS 
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Organizatia Neguvernamentala de mediu 
Environmental NonGovernmental Organisation 

hLAX8 JVOS'tXUM 
. Unirii 32-34, HoteiUnirii, 312, 
nstanta 8700, Romania 
I: 41- 646841, Fax: 41- 692232, E-mail: office@mnct.sbnet.ro 

t 
fentru: Dana Stanciul Viorel Micescu, CENTRAS I 
!roducatorii versiunilor finale ale. Carjilor ~Ibe . • . 

~EF: Raportul Final al ForumulUl ONG-unlor din Romama '96 

§timata doamnal stimate domnule, 

i 
~evin cu multe m~llumiri p~ntru invita~ia de p~rticipare la pro~abil ~ea mai "colTipleta" edi\ie a f orumului ONG §I cu 0 sene de apreclen pozltlve pentru toata echlpa de orgamzare. 

I Sper ca multe din rezolu\iile, "filtrate" de numeroasele personalitali prezente, sa ajunga la fel 
.. de u§or la 0 aplicare concreta in legisla\ie §i sa sporeasca "normalitatea" noastra juridica. 
K . . . 

t In acord cu cele convenite cu d-nul Dan Stoica, in grupul de lucru al ONG-urilor de mediu va 
trimit cateva grafice reprezentative privind rezultatele unor evaluari fa cute cu ocazia 

. Conferintei Nationale a ONG-urilor de mediu, Eforie Nord 1995. 

Imicer multe scuze pentru intarzierea acestui mesaj \! 
"\,;. :',' 

Cu sinceritate, , . 

Lucian lonescu, Director Executiv· 

. ';= 
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FUNDATIA SOROS PENTRU 0 SOCIETATE DESCHISA - ROMANlJ 
SOROS FOUNDATION FOR AN OPEN SOCIETY- ROMANIA 

'.' 

Domnului DAN PETRESCU 
Director executiv 

! Centrol de Asistenta pentm Organizatii Neguvernamentale (CENTRAS) 

I Bucuresti 

I
t 

, 30 septembrie 1996 

Stimate domnule Petrescu, 

Doresc sa va felicit pe aceasta cale pentru reusita seminarului Dezvoltarea Societatii 
Civile sustinut in municipiul Tulcea, in zilele de 26 si 27 septembrie a.c. si sa exprim 
multurnirile mele si ale SFOS pentm invitatia de participare. 

Asa cum a fost organizat, Seminaml a avut calitatea sa inforrneze un public cit mai 
divers si 0 serie de ONG-UI; si gmpuri asupra varietatii de finantare accesibile in tara no astra 
_ deci si in Tulcea. Pe buna dreptate, interesul fata de acest eveniment a fost deosebit -
numeric si calitativ. Deschiderea problematicii, asa cum ati gandit-o si felul in care ati 
condus lucrarile au dovedit 0 experienta si flexibilitate remarcabile. Seminaml s-a bucurat de 
pr.c:zenta autoritatilor reprezentative ale municipiului si a unor grupuri active ale societatii . 
ciViIe'in domeniul ecologic, medical, educativ, de constmctie a democratiei etc. Experienta 
noastfa, a vorbitorilor, a fost deosebita, fiindca in general sacietatea civila din Tulcea, foarte 
actiy~ .. ~-a organizat si a action at in anii din urma fara nici un sprijin din afara comunitatii lor 
si fara a cunoaste programele care i-ar putea ajuta. Eforturile lor ar putea avea 0 mult mai 
marc'cficienta cu un sprijin relativ modest, material si de expertiza, din partea Unor 
fjnan~~tciri ale caror programe corespund actiunii fortelor locale de la Tulcea. In plus, 
s~ntiriientul solidaritatii, implicit, ar constitui in sine Un stimul de actiune pentm acesti 
promotori ai schimbarii democratice. 
:." . .....' initiativei CENTRAS, aceste posibilitati au fast puse in valoare intr-un mod 
. . toti cei potential implicati - si nu mai putin pentru colaborarea cu SFOS. 

'<','v"uram mult succes in eforturile CENTRAS de sprijin pentm ONG-urile romanesti 
~'asiin',rnlm de colaborarea si stima noastra, 

( 
lonna leronim Brandus, 
Coordonator Relatii Publice ~ 

jry;vrf' 

. Victoriei 155, BI.Dl, Sc.7, Et.3, Sector 1, Bucharest, Romania . 

. (40-1) 659 0720; Fax: (40-1) 3127053; E-mail: programs@buc.soros.ro 



I c;,:;;~=~:.:.-.---- ." .. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

J-I-I\I 
ASOCIATIA HANDICAP AT!J-OR 
NEUROMOTOR DIN ROMANIA 

Sediul central: Str. TRlBUNUL DOBRA Nr.9 
2900ARAD 

Adresa corespondcnta: Str. SA VA TEKELIJA Nr.2 
2900ARAD 

TelefonIFax: 057 - 280 582 
Telefon 'secretariat general: 057 - 244 021 

F 1M IT I C ( F.!deratioan Internationale des Mutiles, des Invalides du Travail et des Invalides Ci,;ls) Mcmbna , 
• Mobility International . . .. .' . 

,i • ALSIMND (International Alltance for People WIth AmyotrophIC Lateral SclerOSIs! Motor Neurone Disease) 

e.EN;'/!'4-,j. 

~. A/tt-t4~ ~xtav4V cJal.< ~ 
/ 
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Catre: t!~{RA{ Sfr'. -Frankiin 
Ap. 8 

! 
I 

~ . 

, 9 

ASQCIATIA TRADI[JONALA 

.' ,,~l~~ii ILvtpAnir:i:'. 
CONSILIUL SUPERICR 

Sediul: Bucure~n sfracb Sfffidelor nr. 4, apartamenf .7. 
Cod postal: 70602 Romania 

Telefoane:6387792 , '16031.39 » 6180574 

i Confirmam primirea setului de Carti Albe privind fondul 
iBubiectelor discutate la Forumul ONG 1995, Brasov 30 apr. 3 mai 

11995
. 

j Consideram de mare importanta activitatea desfasurata de IFES in 
,anii trecuti si speram intr-o strinsa colaborare cuC~91tf' 
f 
f , 
t 
I Cu deosebite multumiri, 
i 
! 

f ,. 
t 

I 
./ .. " 

.. , .';' ', .. ' 
:~:.f,,; ~:' . 
. ;' '-

':.' .'. 
", . . ' . 

",",\;;1)' ...• '. 
;:;~1,(<<t{.:';:~~;.-~-~:" ' .. :.. . 

~'7:0 

~
{~~"!;r~~~edintele Consiliului Superior 
r'!( \. \.~'. r :~) Fi . 
S'/~~~~u -< LAil.. (./ " ___ / \.'~C:) .0"' {I-tv ~~ 
'\Cl"hvS\\.I~ ! 

Prof. univ. ing. Anto~ CONSTANTINESCU 
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C H A R I' TIE S EVALUATION SERVICES 

4 COLDBATH SQUARE LONDON 

TEL: 0171 7135722 E-MAIL: 100572.3175@cOMPUSERVE.COM . 
EC1R 5HL 

FAX: 01717135692 

Alexandru Savulescu 
CENTRAS 
str. Benjamin Franklin nr.9, et.4, ap.8 
Sector 1 - 70149 Bucharest 
Romania 

21st November 1995 

Dear Alexandru, 

Thank you very much for meeting with us last week. It was very interesting hearing 
about the work of IFES and the development of CENTRAS. Your programme of 
work with the more isolated NGOs outside of Bucharest is fascinating and we are 
looking forward to hearing about its progress. 

We found your comments about the Centre for NGO Development very helpful. It 
seems quite clear that there is a lot of scope for collaboration between the Centre and 
Centras. Hopefully, there can be some more discussion of this in the near future. 

Please find enclosed a copy of the report we promised you. If there are any further 
materials or information we could provide on models of community development in 
the UK please do not hesitate to contact us. 

We look forward to meeting you again early next year. 

Best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

,. "Libby Cooper, Jenny Hyatt, Barry Knight 

good evaluation practice throughout the voluntary sector 

DIRECTOR: LIBBY COOPER 
-- - .. ------ • ____ •• r,..~ftIl:.UI 

I .. 
I, 

" 
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"j, ._---- -
-.~.-.--- .. -,---.- ._ ... ~--.. ---.--""--

socmTATEA ORNlTOLOGICA ROMANA (S.O.Jq 
Societate pentru studiul ~i proteclia p5sarilor ~i n mediullli inconjllriitor 
Society for the study and protection of birds and environment 
Gesellschart flir Voge1kunde, Vogelschutz und Umweltschutz 
Societe pour I'etude et I" protection des oiseaux et de I'environnetncnl 

3400 
Tel. 
Fax: 

- CLUJ, Str, 'Republicii 48 
64.198084, 64.438086 
64. '438086 

Catre 
'Centrul de Asistenta pentru 
Organizatii Neguvernamentale CENTRAS 
str.Franklin 9, ap:S 
70149 BucureGti 

1 aprilie 1996 

Multumim pentru publicatiile editate de dumneavoastra: 

1. "Romanian Non-governmental Organizations Forum" (1995) 

2. "Infoproject" (1/1995) 

Crymhylde Timoc 
: Secretara S.O.R, 
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;Secretar Bucure~ti ... :t:.7: .. q.f.. .. /..? 
Nr . .............. v././I..rf...l .... . 

Comitetului director a 1 INFONG, 

Grabindu-ma sa inapoiez completat "Formularul de 

confirmare", va multumesc eu gandul ca ceea ce faceti imi este 

mie foarte util. 

Cu Since~ 

Mihai Matetovici 
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linfoONG) 
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I 
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I ,. 

, 
., , 

i I 
,. 

Bucuresti, 18 iunie 1996 

fax-ului dumneavostra din 12 iunie 
199~ p in care rna invitati sa particip la Forumu1 
Org iz· till~r Neguvernamentale Romane, din paeate trebuie 

. sa i .. nformez ea nu pot accepta arnabila durnneaveastra 

. inv~ at'e datorita faptului ca sint deja angajat in unele 
act~ it ti eare se desfasoara tot i ~ ceasta perieada. 

, Urindu-vC) mult su s}ln realizarea acestui 

~;:~1.i 
CEN 
FAX 

I , 

a transmit eele mai d' ins~' salutari. 

/' 

\ 

(G? e ~1~.helis di Slonghello) 

re sdinte Dorin TODORAN 
AS 
12 34.14 

TOTi 



~ ECO ~ iii CONSEIL 
"ECO - CONSEIL" ASSOCIATION BRASOV 

CENTAAS 

lat.i <;01e'3::" I 

.r 

Address: Barbu Laularu 111271C/5 

Bra~ov RO-2200 Romilnia 
Tel/Phone: 0040+68-189587 

. Fax: 0040+68-151153 ASCO for ECO 

Accont: Banca Roma.nt\ de Comer1 Exterior 
Sucursala Bra~ov str. Armata RomAn:' 22 
aee #: S 461018903000 Dollar USA 

ace::: OM 461016903013 Deutsche: Mark 

unele '01i:ln"t::! si revist.2 am a:Elat ca:::e cave. Qin acti"Ji·tat~-·le 
• • 7 

anizatiei ':1--.,5 I pa:ltru care a'l:;:n1 c·~le :nai sincere ap:cecieri. 

vre2. :-;u '.7;: informctm cat·e ceva de.~p::F.: crt). "ECO-C03SZIl: J .. SS I': 
.fixul I!ecc" "flar11ine de :i.e:: cuvli.ntul ·!eccl(l;".i..e"ca:r:-e ceriv;:t ..:lin 
'E.n·tul <]t'e:: !":Jikos ll care ir:.sE.:~!'!'n::i cas3. (ho:ae) :loGi.1int;.,: .... a:,)i·:.a'~. 
158:.1 din li!":\;Ja fl"a.ncezll fj 5ea::':.lE~ consili:J..~' r.aduc2raa c.:.n:ecta e:.r fi: 
lsillulEco1ogic 5~U Consiliu1 d3 2as~'(p1a~eta noastr~ fiiLQ consid~.·
C')1 lEo orlgine cas a (h3.bit.;;tt.u:') ·,.E.ull=,i) .Dori.nta n'J:tst::a 83'ce S3. trans
t"lna~l pl~tneta p€hr.·3.I:·": in· 11 ca3a ecoJo·g'~.(;t'.I!. 
O-·CD~·~~.EIL F.SS. suh:: ilia:r·:;t. org ~ fx:~~·~3?~~t'~·· ·~u 2:c(:.~lasi nume cu seo.iul la 
rc.s.bourg (Pr 3.!:lt.a.) a. a·i.p.l"t drept S(:op in"i ti2.1 in tarir(:c~ intrec;u1ui 
oces de de;110(;rc~i.::'zare in ri.0Ir.ani3:i·sF~·i.J·.ini!'id activiL.~t.;i.le p:civito.:u:.e 

L: 1) ?::()bl~!.1~l ro.l~.:liu:ui .inconjura. tor i i) 5 tOy '.lr t:: a p-)ll1.nri excesi VI;:: pri::'"! 
~locui!:'~a f..!Tl.E.!!:'S·: .. i.lor poluo),:nte sau en3::-<Jii=_or car:~: cc..nsti tu':'e 1..l.n 
~rico1 ~:)t;nt . .t.·u pl3.n~··t:.c. noastra (ener9'i3. nucle-3 .. t:t: dtolni.:;~) co :).O:L en.cr
Llr.ai put.in ~')eric;·\':.:c·a.se, 3) protej area ariilo~ p:r o·cej ate p·c:i.~'l elr...:tiuni de c: 
:nella]'are -."; ream 0 11,,]'are ("·r..;·1 ... i · ... al-·lo 'zC'n;;>. ;:iinr"dl-:-i: ?i-trc=t t,., ... ·8..'I·~'u·i . ,::..... 1 __ ~ .....: ...... _y c _ .. , _ _ _ :..L... r-.J.. .. _0 . C" .......... Co J ...... I. _ 

uceg~ I Pit~t:r a Inare, CiUC-3.9 , F2.~9ara;; 1 ·;?;~t.t3zat ,Apuseni :3i rn-·tii m'Jl6.:>vei. 

J.'inG.':"p~\lel~ r!:'o':1J: cH~e SUl1"t: PX'G9ramul de asistent~. Comur:i tara.::-... adresat in 
.pecial persoant.=10:r ue£aVOri:3H·b::. / / /. Pr0gramul Ean(l to HC\nC!-a.r~ secp 

Ie a favoriza legatllri in"':.r€! (i::iG /?er-50ane din ;'or\la~lic.t .si C'i\iG{oersoane 
~in a1te. \f..ri. /,' /. Proie::tul i..ruf~.:energy -a!:'~ !'Je.:.ire.3. de a c.:>:nbate 
?ol'.la!.·ea 9i intr·.:>:lu';erea in pr actice. a en'::1."31i1or nep·:>~.Ll.3.n"i.:e. (P1: ~gr am 
strict cO:lfj.den·ci.·'i.l). // /. Prograrr1uJ. IIHazerva-t;ii1e LInicE' ale lurni" -are 
n~enirea""!c1e i.:t pToteja rezE=rve.tiile .din R~I:!£lli('l care 5unt 3upuse distruge·· 
i:ilor_///.Pros·rarr.ul Salvati r;c,t1.1rb_///.etc_ 

rinern foart-e mult sa. n.preciem aCi:i'.!:Lt0_~il(~ r)!'·Cj.Ci.-vs. si v~ asigurarn ca 
.c:':>ril!"'. :5; p·L·el~lam a.'t.·§:t t::-"1oretic ::::).t si pI;·a.::tic c-ri.;::c :;:rogri:t)'.l b-=\!1efic 
;intr~';i ~:f~anitat.i .. Cred=I:~ ca co1aborarea eu d-vs ne-ar fi de mar03 £,::>105. 
i Dec.sE:mene.:t dor i!n sft cunoasi:em lr:~ 1. mul te d3spre o;:g. a·-vs. s.'l indra znirc sa . , 
! v~ cerem m.3.i mul te inforrn?-ti deEpre pr0g:t·arr,e:le C:-V5. 1 pli;~.n.te, bro5ur i I 

I referat""reviste,etc. (desigtlr c3.ac~i avcti disponibile). . 
: i<!Tl c10ri s~ fim pe cat posibil in c;,n·trul Cltenti~i Ol:g.d-vs.ro:i ar.easta 
sc:ri:5~:)a.rf~ sa fie d8:3chizatoarea . ."3. noi si d\.1ral)i.le colaDoxa:l::.i vij.t.oare. 

:::InriIt'. co. ul."matori· pasi s;i.-i £.3.ce.m l;npreuna. , 
. !'lul te SUG(!ese ill actiui tate.G~ organizatiei d-vs. 

C"'.l pro£u! .. :i.a adrr.iratie, 
7 

;'.DMINISTRATIA EC:()·-~(Yi'J!':RT'. 
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Funda1ia pentru promovarea tchnicilor de simulare - Timi~oara 

Catre 
!;·wti.do.~a CENTR/\.~, 

Bucurqli 

'rjmj~oara fa 31 octomini.., j ~~;G 

V~ ~rnr,1smitr:)!~~ p1i~ rre?~!l.t? S!;,!~sll?r~ Jnl!l~l.1m'r!lij ~!f)?sl_n?- GR1Q.unYi~s;_: p~n~~'u sprH1nl.!! 
pe care IIi !·.~i) acon.lai. prin copicr~a tnallu:,i\.~1i:-)uiui "inirtidljc~rc III !)jululiu!-:". 

ACCWita bro~ud! a 1!iira:. In iJ;l>~iot..;ca FUiHti\ici ttoastrc ~j cst.; utHi;..atE. uc studCfi\ii 
scctiei de SIUllii anroJimtial() de 1a Facultalca de Elcclrotelmid din Tirnisoara. . . . 
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FROM : Paste.' Forum PHONE NO. 6144827 Oct. 24 1996 09:07Af1 Pi 

PROIBCTUL PAL-TIN The PAL-TIN PROJECT 
Fillllnlat de COlUullitatea lhU'OPORlIl! Fitl&tIO",J by tho EW'opean COlUlUUnity 

MASTER Forum, St.r. fOll ClUupincaml 9, Itp.l2, BlIcllrc~ti 70116 ROMANIA 

DoaJnnci Dana Stanciu 
CENTRAS 

SlimalA doamnil, 

Tel /Fax:(40.J) 6144827 

Bucurc~li 
24 octombrio 1996 

Vi! ll1uljumim penlru parliciparea dumneRvoRstrilla Reuuiutlea consultativCi dodicllH! 
lansArii Centrului de rcsurso Si IISislenjA pelltru consiliile localo ale copiilor Infiinjflte 111 
eadrul Proicettilui PAL-TIN. 

ASB CUIll a rezultat din di~cUlii, problemn 110nslrll oslc IlU do a eOlllinua- ei cum sit 
eontinuilm. Exista ideea de a erell un ccntru. Dar cum'! Cu cine? Ce funclii sn definilll 
pelllm el? Cum sA definim strategia aecslui ccntm? ne ee Jesurse dispUllC1l1 ~i ce alte 
resurse pulelll IItrllgo? 

o ipotezit a constituit-o ehiar dosllrul prczentat. 
~ 11 ObsClvlljiile ~i sugestiile f(lmmlAtc de dUUlllcavoHslrll ne-au fost deosobit de utile ~i ne 
"\ >'01" ajutH ill defiuirell str!jtegiei Centrulni 111 ctHpa UIUlIHoare. Nc bucurllm sl! :/W all1tuJi 
\. jde noi ~i in eonlinuare. . 

\supra propul1el'i1or privind viitoarea colaboflll'O vom reveni cAt do curAnd. 

Cu prietenie, 

Ion Olteanu ~i Mihai Lisetchi Co(1;;:AlrTm . 
it. 
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PHONE NO. 312 0023 

ASOCIATIA PRO DEMOCRATIA 
DemocratJe pIin partie/pare 

uarle 1996 

late domnule. 

nna cu treJ Juni ASOC1a\Ja PRO DEMOCRATlA a ineeput sa ulTnareasdi prOlectul de 
dilleare a legiJ aleger1lor locale. Am semnalat inca de atunei. a~a cum v-am spus. 
Junsurlle acestul proiect de lege, care 1mptmea restliel;il inuWe observatorlJor 
em!. 

pa ce eforturlle Asocla~el nu au fast r.lspIatite de votuJ senatOlilor. ne bucun3.m ea 
putem da 0 veste buna: in unna sedln\el Comlslel Julidice a Camerel DeputaWor. in 
re a fost anal1zat prolectuJ de lege. toate restrlct;1Jle refentoare la obserl'awrii Interni 
fost ellrnllmte. 

I 

ste 0 v:lctorle lmportanta dar ~tlm ca maj este drum de parcurs. Proiectul de lege \'0 

. bu! sa treaea prtn plenul Camerel Deputatllor ~l plin proeesul de medICre intre cel~ 
doua Camere. In tot acest tlmp, PRO DEMOCRATlA va urman dezbaterUI" ~I va 
'ontlnua sa luereze cu deputatll penuu a-I conv:lnge sa sus\lna amendamcntek 
ugerate dt: no!. 

I mtfun pe faptul ca ve\l fi linga nol In continuare ~l va mul\umim pentru SprlJlllUl 
ordat pina acum. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Itzl· ~{Qo'rru----~-
rdonalor pentru relatla cu Parlamentul 

'. 

Consiliul de Conducere: Str. Memornndului,41 D, __ _ 

!rut de Conr"~---' -. 
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, UllIn" o ... r" 
co\id:an cditat de INFOflUST 2000 SA 
str,Edgar Quinet n,1-3 
te1.6J5 59 84 fa" (i5 49 06 
----------~---,---------------~-----------------

Catre CENTRAS 
In ntentia d("Hunltlu: Ll::tn I'etrc.."iClI, director executh' 

In 'Ollila c.:ollf~riatei de pre~n org(\l11Z(1IC ,k C:Et\TR..~S, c.otidinnui Ultimu ora 
a publicr.t in nUI(\Hl'UI Sm.1 de 3sH\;d,lJ februaric 199) IIHtterinh,11 intilulat 

i "!\1inistrt: cercet'u'il pCl1/Jice fj~H1J)tan;o~ orgtmiZ8,.iiJc,j- ncgtt"'CnUlIIJ,;~:Jt(lje'· .. 
t. nuneri(ll pc L:ar~ vi-I uin'lit u1atllrat. 
1 
1 
I 

! 

! 
; 
f 

i 
I 
I , 

I 
l 
I 
: 
i 

lu spernntn unei bUlle cobborari viitoare, 

,- ," 
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I UL DE SPEOLOGIE "El'nL RACOVITA" BUClJRESTI 

• arIllt e:cmr 111 bregio 38 bl R-: adresa PrtIedintehti: led Vasile Giurgiu blliev .J I AI d 0 
telefonacasll(40XOI)6835\03 tele'onl" .. ' oc ,.ap. 79. 75579811cllro<,;81' 

. ' " ""emcm (40XOI) 3125374 ,. 

cant lei 401401 1200 Banca Comercialn "Ion Tirinc" 
USD 4024008930 

03. 0> .. \<:l~1-

= 

r' \I \~ J N 'i i!/ .".; .Ir ~ CL :.:. 
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Focul Viu 
I Asocia\ia Speologica Focul Viu, str. Frumoasa 31, sector 1, Bucurel?ti I 

,tre:CENTRAS 
atcntia: Donmuilli Dan Petrescu 

Stimate Donm, 

Asocialia Speologidi "Focul Viu" va mulrume~te pentn! sprijinul acordat in den!larea 
proiectuilli "Con~tientizarea ~i implicarca comunitalii sub aspectul protecriei ~i 
valorificarii resurselor de mediu" 

: Fiind eonvin~i de succesul proiectului pfma In momentlll de fala speriil11lntr-o 
i colaboare eonstn!ctiva !Ii pe vii tor. 
r 
t , 
! 

... ' 
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: 97 FRI ·15: 05. FAX 32 2 512 3265 

i 

,.efc •.. 
tUROPfAN> 
rUNDATGON 
ICENTRIE ... ; .' . . 

I. , 
rue de la Concorde 
)50 Brus.el5, Belgium 
i 32.2-512.89.38 

. ___ ...... -.~ .• o 

EFC BRUSSELS 

32.2-5IOt.32.65 Dana Stanciu - Assistance Centre forNGOs (CENTRAS) 

.. U: 

From: Una Collier, OIpheus Programme Assistant 

Date: 7 March 1997 

Subject: Request for Infonnation on Educational Funding in Europe directory. 

Fax: +40.1.312.3414 

Pages: 1 

near Mr Stanciu, 

Thank you very much for your early reponse to our fax regarding the new OIpheus 
Programme directory entitled Educational Funding in Europe. 

Should you come across any further education/training funders who would be of 
interest to us and that fit the selection criteria - mainly European or transnational level, 
please forward us the necessary contact data at your earliest convenience. 

The information you sent to us was most helpful to us in our research. Thanking you 
once again for your continuous support for the Orpheus Programme. 

Yours sincerely, 

k&c~ 
Una Collier 
OIpheus Programme Assistant 

rc:.b. (or t1ntM~-'- L' 
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I IaI 001 

)~ ",eci.;. 'lerna". ~. E~cC3riO 000'", O'",oc,,",I. ,j 0 .. 0,""10 Omului 
~ The Romanzan ~30c:aticn of ::::uC3t1cn ~O( Oemcc,'-acj an~ Human R:;r.ts 

A.::R:E:DDO , " . 

Catre: DI. Viorel MICESCU 
coordonator programe 
CENTRAS 
tel/fax: 312.50,04/312.34.14 

De la: Cristian GRECU 
coordonator program 
AREDDO 

Stimate Domn, 
25.03.1997 

Va rugam sa primiti cele mai sincere multumiri pentru donatia de publicatii si 
materiale informative cu caracter educational ("Europa ABC", "Ce anume este 
democralia?"; "Democralia in Romania contemporana"; "Documente ale 
prosperitalii", etc). Initiativa Dumneavoastra vine atat in sprijinul niembrilor 
organizatiei noastre cat si in cel al beneficiarilor directi ai programelor derulate 
de AREDDO (cadre didactice, elevi, parinti, reprezentanti ai autoritatilor locale). 
o parte din ele au fost distribuite in cadrul festivitatilor de premiere pentru 
castigatorii fazei municipale a Olimpiadei de Cultura Civica, desfasurate la Casa 
Corpului Didactic din Bucuresti, in data de 19.03.1997. 

Suntem incredintati ca CENTRAS, Dumneavoastra personal, veti intampina cu 
aceeasi disponibilitate si bunavointa orice solicitare de aceeasi natura venita din 
partea organizatiei noastre. 

Asigurandu-va de cea mai aleasa consideratie, al Dumneavoastra, 

ristian GRECU 
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FROM : ASCOMEX ROMANIA PHONE NO. 40121212 

FUNDATIA CRISTINA 

CATRE , 

, 
Slr,lng. Zablovschi nr. 2, bl. 12 8, el3, ap. 14, Bucuresti· RDmanla 

Tel. 1 Fax: 322 24 53/322 28 53/323 02 09 

CENTRll m: ASISTENT A PENTRll 
ORGANlZATIILE NE(;UVERNAMENT AI ,E 

In atentia d - rei Cannen Grecu, 

Va multumim pentru consultatin ncordata, informatiile lUOlizate de 
dumneavoastra fiindu - nt de folns. 

Totodata. va comunicnm ill aneXll, dlltele de~prc fundalia noaslra. 

Cu stima, 

GRlGORE STOICESCU 

PO 
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Commission mondiale de la culture et du developpement 
World Commission on Culture and Development 

7 Place de Fontenoy 
8P-307 
75352 Pari! 07 SP 
n.ltio~: (I) 45.68.15.08 I 45.68.14.07 
intern:uiotu.I:(3J I) 45.68.15.08/45.68.14.07 
UNESCO Paris 
204461 
270602 
(33 I) 45.67.04.07 

~"n'" CCD/95 

I 

I 
i , 

j 
tDear Madam/Dear Sir, 
! 

.1 

:1 I am glad to send you enclosed a copy of Our Creative Diversity, the just published 
lReport of the independent World Commission on Culture and Development set up jointly by 
iUNESCO and the United Nations. 
I 
I 
:1 A special presentation of the Report was made at the Sixth Annual General Meeting 
: of the European Foundation Centre held in Seville on 8-10 November. Considerable interest 
!. was expressed in our Commission's positive stance with regard to the "Third Sector" (see pp. 
148-50; 248-251; 285-287) and in our exhortation that civil society organizations be' associated 
j with the "International Agenda" we recommend. , 
I 
.~ 

I 
I t 

We hope your organization will join the worldwide debate that Dill' Creative Diversity 
aims to set in motion and look forward to your assistance in mobilizing both political will and 
public support for the tasks that lie ahead. 

I 
I 

.~ 

f 
I 
1 

II 
~ 
t 

I I 
I ! 

I 
I 

Yours faithfully, 

Javier Perez de Cuellar 
President 
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BY FAX 00 40 13123414 

'. 29 October 1996 

Mr Viorel Micescu 
CENTRAS 
Str. Franklin, 9 
et. 4, apt 8 
BUCHAREST 
Romania 

\J~~J 
In r" 

Westminster Foundatioll 
for 

Democracy 

Clutha Hnu.$e 
10 Stor~y's Guta 

Westminster' 
London SWIP 3AY 

T.lephone: ~.14)(0l171976 7565 
Fnx: (44~ ~O: 171 976 7.:64 

Direi:l Line: (44: lOll j 1 9i6 

Visit to Romania 23 • 25 October 1996 

letter to thank you very much for sparing the time to see me during my visit to 
.BJ!C.h(lIe.st last week. 

hi;hi'i1;~.;: to meet with a broad range of organisations which are involved in political, 
". and civil society fields in Romania. In a similar way to our meeting I was 

Ul>,CU!,S with them their organisation's current work as well as their plans to 
'fij~!ler •. de"el()p pluralist democratic society in Romania. I felt that I learned a great 

my short visit and am currently looking closely at the comments and 
S\11lg~~tic'ns'made to the Foundation to help further development of democratic 

Ti~J~1~~.~~k,~in Romania. 
with you soon to clarify ideas you raised for the Foundation' 5 

Patrons: 

s~ l .2 .. .'J...,.,~ ~ 
j:. c\;;- ~~~ "--~ 
~c.,.u,.d:-tu... .i .. ~ ~ ...... k:~ 
~J. -w ........ 

:~!cSje.aker of the House of Commons 
Tony Blair MP, Rt Hon Paddy Ashdown MP 

Hum. MP MEP, Mr. Morguet Ewing~, Dr Ian PAisley MP MEP 
~9bLlerl~:u,;".: Stephen J Co> 
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Dest. 
CENTRAS 

MONDOCOOP FOUNDATION 
Adresa po~taUi: C.P. 45-9. cod 70750. sect 1. Bucurestl. Romania; 
Sediu: str. Banul Udrea. nr.l0. b1.H6. sc.2. ap.63. sect.3. Bucurestl. 

Romania; tel 6.30.85.95; tel/fax; 3.11.36.10 

'Str. Binjamin Franklin. nr.9. 
et.4.ap.8. sect. 1. 70149. 
BucUreiltl. Romania -, '.: ~ . :: . 

t .,;:" ::.? Data: 23.07.1996 

~ . ," . , , 

J.

' " f 

f In;~t~n~ia: Comitetului Director al InfoONG 

1," . I .: .. ;~ .:~'t, ; .;.;-~~. , 
;f :> '.~,~:~: ;',:' 
,. , ,:,,',' Vii adresam prin prezenta intreaga noastrii apreciere pentru calitatea 

iev.l~tel'lnfoONG. pe care 0 giislm foarte interesantii ili utilii. Din acest motlv 
v~an{ fi"deosebit de recunoscaton daca ne-a~ putea comunica modalitatea 
'pih,tcare putem intra in posesia urrnatoarelor numere ale revistei. 

\~'l';'ii",:t~Ftin(latila MONDOCOOP fiind recent infuntata. cu siguranta ca este 
nentru pdrna data ciind auziti de noi. Prill urrnare. considerarn de cuviinta 

!,lh'~im ill 0 scurta prezentare a scopuilli ili obiectlvelor noastre. cu 
,~~:~n:~~~~~ ca on de ciite on putem ajuta cu ceva. 0 vom face cu placere. 

:'}~~~rsoana de contact din partea noastra: Cristlan patrailcu. 

·rnllllturrJ.1ri ili stlma. 

moment preferarn sa prirnim corespondenta la casuta 
~~'9ri;ata in antet. 
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YOUTH ACTION FOR PEACE - ROMANIA 
MI~CAREA TINERILOR PENTRU PACE 

ACTION JEUNESSE POUR LA PAl X 

IFJOSAGIB~KEMOZGALOM 

:, IIlnl alia/c· •. 1'!i!1 !?f!. #. ..... Q-?(!.1. ... (. '!.0?(.'f!J ...... . 

Sir. Emilisac 8/1, C.P. 457 
3.40.0. Cluj-N'poca, ROMANIA 

Tel/fax: +40.-64-431824 

E-mail: office@yap.org.soroscj.ro 

Va mul(um~sc pcntru amabililalea de care ali dal dovaua complelaml cheslionarul pe care 
vi Fam trimis. 

Am transmis ualcle organiza\iei dumneavoastrii ciilre UNITED ~i pl'llhahil ve\i primi III 
viilor malcriaJc informalivc tlircd tie la ei. 

v~ i~g sa nu uita\i sa nc lrimite\i informa\ii concrete (lipul aclivila\ii, scopuri, locul ~i 
pcriii:ada de desra~urare, persoana de conlacl, condi\ii de parlicipare~ elc) despre aClivila\i1e 
pc care Ie veli dcsra~ura, In vetlerea incJuderii lorln urmaloarclc edilii ale calcndarului. 

sa nu omite\i nici ac\iunile cu caraeler local, accslca a jUliintlu-ne sa ne· formam 0 

imprc.:.~.·.·i.e gcncrala dcspre aclivilalea organiza\iilorln accsl domeniu. 

1~1'lunllcs;c pClllru colaborare. 
",.')::0·/"," 
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ROMANiA 
ORGANIZA TIA JUDETEANA 
PENTRU TINERET "HYPERION" 
HUNEDOARA - DEVA 
Str. M. Eminescu, nr. 2 
2700 - Deva, judo Hunedoara 
Nr. ..{.3 ! IG. 0 I-t. 1997 

'c AT R E, 

Redactia Info ONG 

" . 

Str. Benjamin Franklin 9, et.4, 
ap.8, sect,1, 70149 - Bucure§ti 

Prin p .. .,.z<>nt" "aV r"naV m c:.ii n" abonati la ("vist" " •••• - -" ... - '" -~ •• -_...... •• T' ....... ~ 

dllmneavoastr~ pe atlU11997, lar in m!sura poslb!!!tatllor.de 
care dlspunell vA rugt\m sA ne trlmlte~1 !}I cite un exemplar din 
numere!e care au aparut pinil aeuma. 

Suntem 0 asoclatle nonprofit, fAra coloratura po!ltlcll !}I . 
nonguvernamentala specl~l!zatlln domenlul tlneretulul. 

Conslderam revlsta editata de dumneavoas~ra ca fiind 
foarte uti!a pentru activitatea desfa~urat! de ONG - uri. 

Va rugllm s! ne comunlcat! pe adresa din ante! care este 
sistemu! de platA pentru abonament. 

eu deoseblt! st!,na, 

PRE~ED!NTE, 

~~~~AUCA!OANAUREL 
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,~~g'.!.Mf:'· _____ ._ ... ",. 
, T97,FRI 15:05 FAX 32 2 512 3265 EFe BRUSSELS 

,,-', 

"efc'::" 
, ';;':'~O~~N<' :':. 
, ;~NDATBON: 

': ~~;'i'; '" . 

·CENTRlr: , , .-
·:·~~~~~~~i~i::~ ' ... ; 
'~'-:Cle 'Ia Concorde 
- 'B;iliSels, Belgium 

;~3'2.:2':512 .89.38 
'32'.2C5fbl.32.65 

From: 

) :~) ;i' Date: 
~ ?:~.~~- .. ~i r . 

Dana Stanciu - Assistance Centre for NOOs (CENTRAS) 

Una Collier, Orpheus Programme Assistant 

7 March 1997 
'" 

" Subject: 
'.~ ._. Request for Information on Educational Funding in Eurape directory. 

" .... 
'~';';' 

'.', 

., 

..... 

Fax: +40.1.312.3414 

Pages: 1 

Dear Mr Stanciu, 

Thank you very much for your e<ll'ly repOnse to OUI fax regarding the new Orpheus 
Programme directory entitled Educational Funding in Europe. 

Should you come across any further education/training fuuders who would be of 
interest to us and that fit the selection criteria - mainly European or transnational level, 

,_, please forward us the necessary Contact data at your earliest convenience . 

The information you sent to us was most helpful to us in our research. Thanking you 
once again for your continuous support for the Qzpheus Programme. 

Yours sincerely, 

k&~ 
Una Collier 
Ozpheus Programme Assistant 

(or timnomt@efc::.bc) 

',"::, 

__ I4JO?_l_ 
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Bucuresti, 08/03/95 

IFES - Fundatia Internationala pentru 
Sisteme Electorale 
Strada Benjamin Franklin 9, et. 4,ap. 8, sector 1 
Bucuresti ROMANIA 

Tn atentia Domnului Dan PETRESCU 

OBIECT: Ciclul de Seminarii nMANAGEMENTUL MEDIULUI n. 
NREF : GFF-9S1441ARlMI 

Draga Domnule, 

Ca urmare a reuniunii pe care am avut-o pe data de 09/02/95 in birourile 
Dumneavoastra, la care am fost acompaniata de Domnul Adrian Relicovschi, 
Presedintele asociatiei noastre, va multumim pentru excelenta primire pe care ne-ati 
rezervat-o. 

Cu aceasta ocazie, am remarcat interesul Dumneavoastra pentru Ciclul de 12 
seminarii "Managementul Mediului", pe care 11 organizam impreuna cu 
Gestionnaires sans Frontieres (Franta), EDF - Electricite de France, KPMG Franta, 
FOLOS Consultants, Universitatea Bucuresti si Ministerul Industriilor din Romania. 

Avem convingerea ca atat calitatea subiectelor acestui ciclu de seminarii, cat si 
tratarea profesionala a tematicii acestor seminarii, vor atrage publicul vizat de 
aceasta actiune : cadre de conducere din economa romana. 

incheiem multumindu-va inca 0 data pentru interesul pe care 11 purtati actiunilor 
noastre si, cu speranta ca veti participa la eforturile noastre; va propunem sa ne 
revedem in curand. Vom fi insotiti de catre Domnul Lucian Matei, coordonator 
impreuna cu noi al celor trei actiuni avand ca tema generala managementul 
mediului: 

Ciclul de Seminarii "Managementul Mediului", 
Conferinta Internationala "Gestiunea Mediului" 1995 (a 2-a editie), 

• Centrul Judetean al Mediului Prahova. 

Va rugam sa acceptati, Draga Domnule, salutarile noastre cordiale. 

I ... -~ .... 
Madeleine IORGA ;:',\a(a FrOIl?~'1' -l~~\ 10 .... 6) 

I Secretar General GFF '.I~· 
I 'f r'\~ <I> ti. r~II' tP 

"--SJ.,-;c! ':~'p,r ".)~itf: ~ f I ~~ & 
-.:::~o ~ <0 ') 

,~naires ~~,I" 
GESTIONARI FARA FRONTIERE "- ~,'...-

I--------------------------~------------.. ·'--------
,:·:f~;: .. :SO~E· .. U!. r;.r:-::lItl.!l25 - 7~Jil BiJCURt~iI Rm.1.l.rM T~l : + ~O. 16 53 .~4 92 
GF:= A:CCI..c.ii: RCI:.':'.~.:.t Ncr~'PitO;:li LEG-fA 21/19~~· :EN;i~iIA Crvl)., 83/CJ,10~': F.\)( ; + .liD. 165321 :!Q ,. .. ~.. ,,-.- ". ~ . . """'.' -



, 

I r , 

I~· 
r' 

I
t-
::. 
-, 

I; 

I' 

I· 
I 
I: 

I: , 
I 

I:; 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FCI~D_n. SEYDOl'X 

NDATION RENE SEYDOUX pour Ie monde metliterraneen 
5 boulevard Malesherbes - 75008 Paris 
t "phone 49 24 40 41 

49244043 

A I eotion de : 
I-v" ~ Pe-tn~ S CLI 

to.!.t..~ v-<- .) iH c:tc;.r 
CGJ"Tl"' AS, 

T
,l. "~2· ~l{.,,1lj' "II cople : ~ 

JI 0. gfv' •• : .... -t 
Dlla part de; l"'-S ~. 

C mentaires : 

N bee de pages; .1-
(y ompris celte-ci) 

- I;iJ 001 

~<U •. 
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jSIRD~, j 
SOCIETATEA IIiDEPENDENTA ROMANA A DREPTURILOR OMULUI 
ROMANIAII INDEPEIlDEIlT SOCIETY OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Ciitre: Alexandra Caracoti 
IFES 
Information Officer 
Fax: 312.34.14 

Draga Alexandra, 

" . 

15 Septembrie 1994 

IIi mullumesc foarte mult pentru materialele trimise ~i pentru tot ajutorul acordat. 
Seminariile au ie~it foarte bine ~i nu pot dedit sa va mullumesc tuturor pentru 
promptitudinea cu care ne-ali ajutat ~i de data aceasta. 
Timpul scurt de care am dispus m-a impiedicat sa fiu la fel de promptll in a-mi manifesta 
recuno~tinla. Sper ca nu este prea tirziu ! 
Pot sa sper cii vom beneficia in continuare de ajutorul vostru? 

Mult succes in continuare lie ~i colegilor tlli (~i prietenii no~tri). 

Ligia Neacsu~-
Director de P~ / 

, 
'.' 

C"f. A __ I __ I" __ • 
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Federal12 National •• PcnsiObarilor diD Romini 
Sir, MinlSterulufNr. 1-3, Stctor 1,B1l<:Ure¢ -
Tet.:638.60.4S 162~,S2.49 

CaIre CENTRAS 

in atentia dorunuJui DORIN TUDORAN 

Stimate domnule Tudoran, 

Prill intermediul acestui mesaj doresctale a 
Pensionan1or din Romania, atlit Dv. ~ntru 
efornil depul? la organizarea lucriirilor 

Flmdatia CBNTRAS ~i-a asumat reSrarea 
unei manifestan de mare amploare peciuda 
dificultiitilor, sa impuna acest FORUJI.or. 

Suntem con~i cil. aprecrerile noastror de 
evaluare a Iucrarilor FORUM-ului. 

in incheiere, am dori sa va transmites in 
continuare. 

Vicepre~edinte 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I FOCA GHEORGHE 

I 
I 
1----
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CONSILIUL JUDETEAN SATU MARE 

CATRE 

CENTRUL DE ASISTENTA PENTRU ONG 
BUCURE~TI 70149 
str. Frnn¥Ji:l nr.9, etA, :!p.8, sector 1 

pr...n prezenta, va ft!garn sa. ne sprijiniti In obtiner~'llU1ui e~emplar din rel/ina 
Tn"o flNr!" er1l'fat:< d~ "A,,~ ~~~A"nr~l ~~n'ru bwna d~·,F.5"ur"re a actJ"'l't~tl'l' ('om;~l''''!' n.l. ,11 ....... ,1. ".J "'" '" a. ..... '-C .• ~. ,11 ................ :;:1<.1..1.<. t'VI " 'v01.t:l.j' <.-.. . c.: • u. '-' I l.:J .... 

pentru relatii cli reprezentanti ai societlltii civile, organiz.'ltii non-guvemamentale, 
relnfii ext-erne, care functioneaz8.ln c..'ldrul Consiliului Judetean, 

:SECRrfA~~' . 

cornl!fz B~ta 
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ASOCIATIA HANDICAP ATll.OR 
NEUROMOTOR DIN ROMANIA 

Sediul central: Sir. TRlBUNUL DOBRA Nr.9 
2900ARAD 

Adresa corespondenta: Str. SA VA TEKELIJA Nr.2 
2900ARAD 

TelefonIFax: 057 - 280 582 
Telefon'secretariat general: 057 - 244 021 

. ),I,mbra ,F I MIT I C ( Fedemtioan International. des M'!tilts. des Invalides du Travail et des Invalides Chils) 
• Mobility International '. . . . 

,i • ALSIMND (International Alliance for People WIth Amyotrophic Lateral ScleroSIs! Motor Neuron. Disease) 

e. E /'171<.4-.5 . 

.t~e ~·.J/~~;a~v tJcUt~/ 
/ 

I4MJ; ~>/JnI~~ ~(J&L 
r' 
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· Gr«4;anll 9 
• ~ n.,.Ap.3S 
: Hlicli~!.fi 
, '~,,~ ... ~ ' .. 
~ ~~i~li;' . 
, ·o~~lnlc.auu 
f,'~b; Ap.3 

iICii,..~1I 

;,;r,; . 
· t.oolea: 

;;g:~:~( . 
)!fl~:';· 
. ·~«Jl"~ 

enl~ 'SA' . 

':~~ilt~.: " 

11-~U\IVtl-I""i!' 1:01 .... I"'HUe.; ,"'I 

ECOSENS .(?3 
OROANlZA'flE Nl:{;lJVER:"IAMENTAT.A DE "'IF.DIt1 

Stilllatc· dOlllllUk Dn" Pr·tn:·,nl. 

DllIi. Dan P~.ln:SCtl 

CENTRAS 
13\1cuXl~ti 
¥ax: 312.3414 

Am primit ~i le<:lIIral (·u inte·l't·. Carftll Alhil a FOR '96 - Forumlll 
OrgnnizRliilor K(,guvc.rnanwnl>tk din Romfulia, 27 - 30 llmie 1996, 
pl1l1J!nd SlIbtitlll! 'Vezvllllarc8 SOdM8fii Civile': MatcriaJll!. li~.~i <IesllIl 
OC compact, e.ste 1l~1)[ lizibil ~i. dr /litre!. inlcrcsnnl. Dar llU nceasta 
~·.~le. principaln chestillllc. care ue·-a dele.)'minal sa. va eO)JtllcllUn. Ceea ee 
'''' doai'e este Huxllli d~ Ib.tocmire III li~ICi partkipRll1ilor. Am conslRUtl.. 
CII surprindere, crt organiza!ia 1I0aSIIH, ECOSENS, 1111 lij!ure.aza pt'. IiSIII 

parlicipanlilor. !;ii lipsC.~le. lolal, nil nurnai din randul oJ'ganizajiiJor 
'illguverualllelluu~. ',Je, 1I!,~diu ·panicipantr. lu FOR '96. l'f. PI'. 82-83 din 
pllblicalia mai slls-meUjiODllui. . 

Ne<lulTIcrirca uoastrii provine, zicem lloi legitim, 'diu faplul di 
repl\,.zcntanlu! nOSlru - til. MariuMarillll - II t:onfirmal pa.1kiparca priu 
Ilisnie.rea sa JX. Jistdt· de· pllllicipanli. Pc und~.ya. cn:.dcm eli s-a , 
colllis. 0 e·roare·, sl~·riiJll invohllltllrA ~i fiirli nid 0 legiilurii ell idee.a d. 
rt'preu.ulalivitale ... san 1\'.prcZe1l1ar~. 

I\~te.ptlind lin raspulls. v~ ffiull,wlim tOlocllltii ptmtru iUle.legere, 

Cu considc.rll!k, 

Florin Mircr.a VI\SIT..IU 

pre~ed~ , 

~ 



I \ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. -

,. 

',' '''.- ".'" . ,,; .. , ", ..... ' .. ' .' .' : 

Asociatia Studenteasca de Lupta Impotriva 
Rasismului 

Bucuresti, Str. Dr. Burghelea 10 A, Sect 2 
tel: 00401 6138866 fax: 00401 3113374 

. e-mail: asIir@org.pcnet.ro 

Bucuresti, 28.08.1996 

Catre: Centrul de Asistenta pentru ONG --CENTRAS 

Dragi prieteni, 

In primul rand permiteti-mi sa va. multumesc pe-ntru 

"Buletinulorganizatiilor neguvernamentale din Romania" 

pe care l-ati expediat pe adresa Asociatiei Studentesti de 

Lupta Impotriva Rasismului. Speram ca acesta sa constituie 

un prim pas intr-o eolaborare profitabila pentru ambele parti. 

Cu aeeasta oeazie aveIP-: plaeerea sa va trimitem 0 agenda 

europeana eu organizatiile ce lupta impotriva rasismului, 

nationaIismului, fascismului si aeorda sprijin migrantilor si , 
refugiatilor ( tot in ideea de a amplifica eomuniearea intre 

O.N.G.-uri, chiar la nivel european). 

Va dorim toate cele bune! 

Cu sineeritate, 

Anea Sirbu - Seeretar exeeutiv ASLIR 

~ .. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

IFES Civic Educatioll Project, 1994-1996 
Filial Activity Report 

November 1997 

ATTACHMENTC 
VOCEA CIVICA TO INFOONG: 

A SELECTION OF ISSUES 
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~UsAID 

Buletin informativ 
editatde 
Proiectul 

de Educotie Civica 
'in Romania 
al Fundatiei 

Intemationale 
pentru Sisteme 

Eiectorole 
(IFES) 

'Vocea C iuicii 
No. 2 August 1994 

Cuvont catre cititori 

ProgramuJ IFES "Voa:a Civica'; nnan{at de Agen{ia Statelor 
Unite pentru Dezvoltare Intema{ionala f$i continua misiunea sa prin 
dezvoltarea CentruIui de Resurse $i Asistenfa fn domeniuJ educa{iei civice 
fn Romania, caracterizat printr-o atitudine pluralism, nepartizana. 

Speram ca prin publicarea $i difuzarea acestui buJetin 
infonnativ sa contribuim la 0 mai buna comunicare $i circuJatie a informa{iei 
fntre grupurile $i organiza{iile implicate activ fn promovarea cuJturii civice fn 
Romania. lFES dor{)$te sa sprijine fn continuare toate aceste asoda{ii prin 
organizarea de seminarii, forumuri $i ate/iere, prin asisten{i1 tehnica $i 
organiza{ionala sau punfndu-le la dispozi{ie ci1r{ile $i videocasetele din 
biblioteca centrului. 

Experienfa noastrii ne-a aratat ca toate aceste resurse sunt 
importante pentru promovarea educa{iei civice fn Romfinia. 

lFES, prin CentruI de Resurse $i Asisten{i1, se of em sa 
func{ioneze ca un "clearing house" pentru Coordonarea programelor de 
educa{ie civica fn Romllnia, prin asistenfa oferitii in organizarea de seminarii 
si conferinfe care vorcontribui, speram, la implicarea unui numar cat mai 
mare de cetafeni in procesul de democratizare $i dezvoltare a sodetii{ii civile 
fnRomania. 

Pe langa aceasta activitate, lFES a identincat $i alte domenii 
pentru 0 posibila cooperare intre ONG-urile implicate activ fn dezvoltarea 
sodetii{ii civile, si anume: 

• int81niri lunare informale ale reprezentan{ilor ONG-uriJor, 
la care vor fi invita{i sa participe parlamentari sau 
reprezentanp ai unor organiza{ii nnanfatoare; 

• dezvoltarea bazei de date cuprinzfnd lectori romllni $i striiini, 
dupa domeniuJ de activitate, precum $i lisle de posibili 
participan{i pentru organizarea de seminarii;. 

• asisten{8 tehnic;1 $i logistica oferita ONG-uriJor; 
• pubJicarea cu reguJaritate a buJetinuJui informativ "Voa:a 

Civica'~ 
• oferind ONG-urilor, prin CentruI de Resurse, acres la 0 

refea mondiali1 de e-mail (Intemet). 
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+2 ACTiuNi iNTERNATioNAh .... 1E IFES BUCURESTi 

Morea Britonle _i. 
A1egeri pentru Parlamentu1 
Europepn' 

In iunie 1994,1FES a panicipat ca invitat 
internalional la alegerue ce au avut lac in 
MareaBritaniepentruParlamentulEuropean. 
Participarea IFES se incadreazA in 
preocupArile noastre cW'ente pentru reforma. 
electcraiA Ii a ra;t fioanIalA de" Association or 
EectionAdmirtistrators"dinMareaBritanie. 

DindelegaUa romaaa. aurncut parte: Alin .. 
Teodorescu- pr,,¥,dintele Fundaliei Sora; 
pemruoScx:ietateDeschisa.~directcrexecutiv 

al lMAS (institutuI de Marketing Ii Analiz.!1 
Sociologica); Lucian Mibai-prolesor de drept, 
Universi.a.ea din Bucur~i; Tiberiu Dianu, 
cercetl1torlaInstitutuldeStudiiJuridicejAdrian 
Sorescu, coordonator de programe, asocia~ 
Prodemocratia $i Dan Petrescu-lFES 
Bucur~i. 

Agenda viziteis-a concentratasupra unor 
aspecte ale procesului electoral !ji ale. 
administraliei locale,!ji anume: 

• verificareas;j.numarareavotmilcrprin 
pojtA (sistem folooil inMarea Brilanie 
ce presupune un grad ridieat de 
incredere rnue electoral !ji 
administra\ia electoralA; 

• observarea campaniei electorale !ji a 
moduIui in care condiIiile locale pol 
influenta rezultatele alegerilor !ji. 
poziliile partidelor fa ta de integrarea 
europeana.a ,a.rilor dincentrul.$iestul 
Europei; 

A1egeri locale Tn Polania 

• prezentaredemomtrativaasottware
ului utilizat pentru tnregislrarea 
alega.torilor precum $i a modului de 
administrare a alegerilof, ce ar putea 
fi eventual adaptate condiUilor din 
Rcxnania; 

• pasibilitatea de a lucra eu oficialitati 
implicate in administrarea prcx:esului 
electaralin Ungaris,Estonia,Polonia 
Ii lituania. 

Aspectele semnificative surprinse au rost: 

1) in timpul vizitArii centrelor de votare 
echipa a oo.ervat a participare Ia vat 
mai sdiz~ decal se anticipase. Pe 
1§nga aceasta, s-s remarcat faptul cl 
observatorii din partea panidelor 
politiceeraustalicna~infal"centrelor 
de votare ($1 nu iMuntru). datoria lor 
!lind de a moaitoriza participarea Ja 
vet $i nu votarea propriu-zisa.. 

2) imedial d~ inchiderea centrelor de 
votare $iodata. cuverificarea umeia. 
oecbipA farmatA din 60 de oficiali li
B inceput activitatea de c:omparare a 
nummuIui de buletine de vol din 
fiecare UI"IUI. cu numArul de buletine 
de vot distribuite. Se cuvine a fi 
menlionat faptul cA, de~i centrele de 
votare eran rAspandite pe 0 suprafa tA 
mare iar ultima ~ a fast adusA. la 
orele 23:30, aceasta. verific:are a fast 
inchelatA la orele ~4:00. Ecbipa de 
oI::::aservatori a considerat acest luau 
un exemplu elcx:vent de pregc!tire ~ 
administrare eficientli. 

3) in numai doua. ore a fost realizatA 
numlirlitoarea voturilor,iar la ta.teva 

minute rezultatele oficiale au fost 
anun\ale de dilre reprezentantul 
regiaei (High· Sherill).- Peatru 
asigurarea profesionalismului !ji. 
discipIinei, pe IAngA cei insareiaa Ii cu 
numa..ratoo.rea voturilor ,auparticiplt 
Ii aile oficialilali cum ar Ii: r~ Ii 
actuali membri ai Consiliila Dis-
trictuale Ii preledinp ai canisiilor 
electorale. 

4) simplitatea $i claritatea buletinelor 
de vot precum. $i a afi.$elor cu ins
lIuctiuni adresate alegatorilor au 
condus la ob\inerea unui foone mic 
peacent (numai 0,1 %) de voturi aau- . 
late. Deasemenea,nuauexistat traude 
electorale sau pIAngeri,lOli candidalii 
aducand elogii aclministratorilor 
electorali pentru eforturile lor 
canpetente. 

Dan Petrescu (IFES) a declarat: "La 
reusita intregului proces au contribuit doi 
factori subiectivi: tradi\ia!ji increderea. 

Un peoces pus in practicA de roane muIt 
timp!ji inmoclrepetat creeazA un aparatdemn 
de increderc. Increderea in oficialitAti este, rn 
opiniamea. diferentamajora dintre sistemele 
noastre. De 13 atitudinea obseIvatarilor din 
partea partidelor politice Ii pAnA la moduI in 
care au fost primite rezultatele, totul aratA 
deplina incredere a cela tenilorin administratia 
electoraM. .. , Inconcluzie, putem spune ca. vizita 
a rosto important.a ocazie de preglitire peOlrU 

delegatia romana. in vederea ieCormei siste
mului electoral in Rcmania prin infiintarea 
unei comisii electorale permaneote si 
amendarea legii electorale. 

lntte 15 ~ 22 imue, Ia invila\ia FundaJiei Sora; pentru a 
Socielale Deschisa ~ cu sprijinul financiar al "Foundation in 
Support oflocal Democracy" a delegape romanlia obseeva. 
aiegerilelocaledinKielce,o~de230.cXXldelocuitoriaIla'la 
sud de V 3rjovia In program au inlrat intruniri cu primari, 
.reprezen.anli ai administra\iei locale, membri ai partidelor 
politice ~ ziari!;ti Din delegalie au flicut parte: Joan Bele, 
vicep~'ealConsiliuluilocalAlba;JonNulu, viceprimar 
al or~u1ui ROjiori de Vede; Bogdan Gilbudeanu, ronsilier 
municipal, Bu~ti; Hadrian Mateescu ~i RodiCaTugui de 
la Insti.u'u1 pentru sondarea opiniei publice Quj; Andreea 
Niculescu-Aron,CentrulpentruStudiipolitice;DanieIMarius 
Pascu, Daniela Venter~i Mariana Pece.escu, Prodemocralia 
~i umrenliu Vasilescu, IFES Bucur~1i. To. caobservatori ai 
alegeciIor locale, in Polonia 5-au mai aIlatin a~ perioad. 
delegallidin Ungaria,Slovacia, Bielarusia, Ucraina, Letonia, 
Es.onia~i Iituania. Scopul acestordelegalii a fostobseevarea 
procesuluielec.oralpropriu-zisprectml~studiereasislemului 
de adminislralie localli din Polonia. 

Aiegerile parlamentaredin Moldova 

John Bambrook. prescdinte- Assocladon for Election Administraton si Dan 
PctrHcu - lFESlBucurest1 b. ceremonln de lnchciere a vizitelln ~Iarea 
Britanle. 

In februarie, IFES Bueure~ti a eolaborat eu IFES Washington pentru a oferi asistenlii tehnicii Republicii Moldova. 
A fost asigurat prin Romania, tranzitul de echipament pentru Comisia Electoral~ Centrala din Moldova, inainte 
de prime Ie alegeri parlamentare desfii~urate in lara de la oblinerea independenlei. Speram sa coordonam ~i in 
viitor activitilli comune inire cele dona lari. 
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FORUMUL NATioNAl ONe • 
IFES-"Forum ONG-Dezvoltarea SOcietotii Civile" 

In perioada 24-29 martie Proiectul 
IFES de Educatie Civicii a organizat 
la Sinaia un forum al ONG-urilor 
din Romania. Laeveniment, primul 
de acest gen din tarll, au participat 
peste 75 de organizatii neguverna
mentale romane~ti, implicate acHy 
in dezvoltarea societiitii ciVile in 
Romania. Pentru liderii ONG 
forumul a fost un prilej de a discuta 
despre activitatea ~i nevoile 
organizatillorneguvernamentale cu 
reprezentanti ai executivului $i 
legislativului prezenti la dezbateri. 
Oiscutiile s-au a-.:at pe schimbiirile 
structurale necesare pentru a crea 
un mediu prop ice dezvoltiirii ONG
urilor. In plus, au fost flicute 
prezentliri de elitre experti de Ia 
universitliti americane ~i europene 
sau de dtre reprezentanti ai unor 
organizatii finantatoare precum 
USAID, EC-PHARE sau FUndatia 
Soros. Au fos t organizate zilnic serii. 
de ateliere pe urmiitoarele domenii 
de activi tate a ON G-urilor 
romane~ti: business/economie, 
ecologie, drepturile omuIui, mass 
media, civic ~i tinere!. 
In aceste ateliere au fost revizuite 

. ~ase "clirti aibe ", pe domenii, scopul 
acestora fiind prezentarea 
probiemelor ~i evaluarea resurselor 
de care dispun ONG-urile din 
Romania. 

FORUM 
Odata fmalizate, aceste "carti aibe' 
vor fi distribuite ONG- urilor, 
reprezentantitor guvernului, parla
mentarilor ~i organizatiilor finan
latoare intern at ion ale. Oupa 
incheierea lucrlirilor ForumuIui, 
IFES-ul a participat Ia discutii cu 
lideri ai unor ONG-uri ~i a redactat 
cereri de asistentii catre USAID 
Bucure~ti ~i IFES Washington 
pentru fmanlarea unui Birou de 
Informalii pentru ONG-uri Ia 
Parlament;cerinla rezultatli in urma 
Forumului de la Sinaia. Speram sa 
obtinem un raspuns favorabil din 
partea Birourilor Permanente ale 
Senatului ~i Camerei Oeputalilor, 
carora Ie-a fost inaintatli aceasta 
cerere a participantitor la Forum. 

Forumul ONG In preSQ 
Televiziunea Romana a prezentat in 
douii emisiuni de Actualitliti aspecte 
de la Forumul national ONG, 
organizat de IFES Ia Sinaia. Radio 
Romania Actualitlili a transmis in 
direct de Ia Sinaia in toate cele cinci 
zite ale evenimentului. 
Pentru aceiadintre dumneavoastra 
care nu au avut ocazia de a participa 
IaForum, 0 informalie uilla este aceea 
ciiIFESBucure~tiaprodusunmmde 
30 de minute bazat pe interviuri 
realizate in timpid Forumului. 
Scenariul acestui film analizeazli 
detailat Ieglitura importantli dintre 
ONG-uri $i societatea civila precum 
~i condilille in care acHveazii ON G
uriIe in prezent in Romania. 

Sesiune in pleD la Forwnul 
ONG din Sinaia Icunind 
fUDctionari guvernamentali 
$i lideri ONG. 
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.4 Fo.u ... ·9NC • LinA dE pA.ricipANri ----____________________ _ 

FORUMONG .... 
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTI 

Sinaia, Romania - Mortie 24-29 1994 

IFES Bucure~ti 
01. Obie Moore, Director de Proiect 
02. Dan Petrescu. Director de Program 
03. Viorel Micescu. Director Administrativ 
04. Alexandra Caracoti, A~at de Presa 
05. Laurentiu Vasilescu, Asistent 
06. Andrei Caracoti, Asistent 

Translotori 

07. Monica Nicoara, Bucure~ti 

08. Raluca Muoteaou. Bra~ov 

09. Marina Irimie •. Bucure~ti 

Agentio Stotelor Unite 
pentru Dezvoltore Internationola 
10. Richard Hough. R~prezentant pentru Rom!lnia 

11. William. Carter. Directbr de Proieet 

12. Adrian .. <;iobanu, Asistent de Proiect 

Participonti straini 
13. Steve Sampson, Universitatea Copenhaga 

14. Cole Durham. Universitatea Brigham Young (SUA) 

15. Karla Simon, Centrul Internaponal"Not-For-Profit Law" 

16. Kristian Sorensen, Proiect Phare in Rom!lnia (Danemarca) 

17. Roger Ream, "Fund for American Studies (SUA)" 

18. RandAl Teague, Membro Consiliu IFES (USA) 
19. Jack Reynolds, "Support Centers of America" (Cehia) 

20. Lee Rosner, "Agricultural Coop. Development Int'I" 

21. Johanna Welzeobaeh, Consultant Management (Buc~ti) 

22. Irena Lmota, Institutul peotru Democra\ie in Europa de Est 

2.3. Henry Carey. Centrul pentru Stiinle Sociale Bucu~ 

24. Mark Dietrich, Asocialia Baroului American (Buc~ti) 

25. Earl Pope, Profesor Fulbright, Universitatea Bu~ti 

26. Ed Rekosh, Gropul Juridic Internaponal pentru Drepturile 
Omului 

27. John Anelli, Imtitutul Republican Internalional 

28. Thomas McClure, "Support Centers of America" (SUA) 

29. Ruth Cinniger, Profesor Fulbright, Universitatea auj 

30. Ron Cinniger, Profesor Fulbright, Universitatea auj 
31. V asile Andri~, Pro Democrapa Moldova 

32. Alexandru Boto~anu, Pro Democralia Moldova 

33. Igor Grosu, Pro Democralia Moldova. 

34. Alen Cirimpei, Pro Democralia Moldova 

Reprezentonti oi Guvernuluif 
Porlomentului/Experti . 
35. Emil Negruliu. PartidulAlianlei Civice (PAc)' '" 
36. Ion Predescu, Partidul Democrat (PD)' . 
'!iI. Pavel Tanase Uvalli, Partidul N alional WlInesc - Cr~tin 

~iDemocrat (PNT-CD) 
38. Ion Raliu, Partidul Na\ional IID"lInesc - C~tin ~ Democrat 

(PNT-CD) 
39. Aurel Stirbu, Partidul Democraliei Sociale din Romllnia 

(PDSR) 
40. Nicu Vintilil, Partidul Democrapei Sociale din Romania 

(PDSR) 
41. Romeo N. R~ca, Partidul Democraliei Sociale din 

Romania (PDSR) 
42. Cl\lin Anastasiu, Partidul Liberal '93 (PL'93) 
43. Vladimir Pasti, Direc\ia pentro Dezvoltare Social. ~i 

Reforma Administrativa 
44. Florin Costiniu, Ministerul Justipei 
45. Ion Neaqu, Ministerul Educa~iei 
46. Palade Gugu~ Ministerol Educatiei 
47. Lucia Ciud\, Ministerul Mediului 
48. Marian PanlUro, Ministerul de Fmanle 
49. Doina Mo~anu, Ministerul de Fmanle 
50. Gabriel Micu, Ministerul Tmeretului ~i Sportului 
51. Dan Trestieni, Centrul de Cen:etilri pentro Problemele 

Tmerilor 
52. Horia Murgu. Co.nsiliul N alioiial Pentru Audiovizual 
53. Ileana Dragomir. Banca Roman. de Come" Exterior 

(BRCE) 
54. Gabriela Tudor, Banca N aponalil a Romaniei 
55. Lucian Mihai, Facultatea de Drept, Bu~ti 

ONG-uri Economice 
56. $tefan Mamulea. Asocialia pentru I~e'urajarea 

Intreprinderilor Mici ~i Mijloeii 
57. Bogdan Spiridon, Asocialia pentru Industria Elec

tronic3 
58. Gabriela Matei. Centrul pentru Analiza ~i Studii 

pentru Dezvoltare 
59. Ion Anton, Centrul Internalional pentru'Studii 

Antreprenoriale . 
60. Despina Pascal, Centrul Internalional pentru Studii 

Antreprenoriale 
61. Jozsef Somai, Fundalia "Boloni Farkas Sandor" 
62. Dan Staoeu. Institutul Liberty 
63. Dana Davidescu, Institutul Liberty 
64. Ihor Lemnij. Societatea Romanil a Econom~tilor 
65. Virgil Sloenescll. Societatea RomAn3 a 

Economi~tilor 

66. George Serb, IGS Management 
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ONG-uri Civice 
67. Ana Blandiana, Alianla CivicA 
68. Alina Inayeh, Asocialia Pro Democralia 
69. Adrian Sorescu, Asocialia Pro Democralia 
70. Marian Tala, Asocialia Pro Democralia (Br~ov) 
71. Peter Andras, Fundalia crvIT AS (Cluj) 
72. Lorant Czara, Fundalia crvIT AS (Cluj) 
73. Peter Eckstein-Kovacs, Fundalia CIVITAS (Cluj); 
74. Andreea Niculescu Aron, Centrul pentru Studii 

Politice 
75. Angela Enache, Fundalia Humanitas 
76. Lliminila Petrescu, Fundalia pentru Pluralism 
77. Melanie Griffths, Fundalia pentru Pluralim 
78. Bogdan Popovici, Fundalia pentru Pluralism 
79. Dan Petre, Fundalia RomanA pentru Democralie 
80. Ferencs Gsortan. Asociatia pentru Protec\ia 

Mo~tenirii Arhitecturale 
81. Mariana Celac, Uniunea Arhitec\ilor 

ONG-uri pt. Drepturile Omului 
82. Gabriel Andreescu, Asocialia pentru ApArarea 

Drepturilor Omului din Romania-Comitetul Helsinki 
83. Ana-Maria Biro, Fundalia Civitas (Bucure~ti) 
84. Vasile Ionescu, I<Aven Amentza" 
85. Petre Popescu, "Aven AmenlZa" 
86. Dan Oprea, A vocalii pentru ApArarea Drepturilor 

Omului (Br~ov) 
87. Maria Paviilache, Avocalii pentru ApArarea 

Drepturilor Omului (Bra~ov) 
88. Silviu Jecu, Avocalii pentru Apararea Drepturilor 

Omului (Br~ov) 
89. Emilian Niculae, Centrul Romilor pentru Intervenlie 

SocialA 
90. Ovidiu Horea Maican, Societatea IndependentA 

RomanA 

ONG-uri pentru Proteqia Mediului 
91. MArioara P~c~, Albamont (Alba IuJia) 
92. Dorin lancu, Albamont (Alba IuJia). 
93. Rodica $tefanescu .... Environment Training Program" 
94. Dan Gabriel Manoleli, Grupul Ecologic de . 

Colaborare . 
95. loana Popescu, Grupul pentru Explorari Speologice 
96. Alexandru Savuiescu, "Regional Environmental 

Center" (Budapesta) 

FORUM ONe .. LisTA dE PARTicipAHTi • 

97. Ovidiu Oancea, '~Regional Envir'onmental Center" 
98. Istvan Sido, AlDROMISoc. Rhododendron 

(Tg. Mure~) 
99. Gabriel Motica, Societatea EcologicA din Maramure~ 

(Baia Mare) 
100. Constantin Bandiu, Societatea Ecologica RomanA 
101. Calin Georgescu, Tineretut'Ecologist Roman 
102. loana Anca Petrescu, Tineretul Ecologist Roman 

ONG-uri de Mass-Media 
103. Mircea Toma, Academia Catavencu 
104. Cornel Ciomilzga, Asocialia Jurnal~tilor Europeni 
105. Drago~ Caliloiu, Asocialia RomanA pentru 

Comunicare 
106. Dan Preisz, Asocia\ia Ziari~tilor din Romania 
107. Dan Pavel, Fundalia Societatea Civil. 
108. Paul Markovits, Fundatia pentru Strategii de 

Comunicare 
109. Antal Farkas, Fundalia UTV (Odorheiu Secuiesc) 
110. Georgeta Munteanu, Infonnatix (Partener romAn 

Gallup) . 

ONG-uri de TIneret 
111. Alexandru S. Leotescu, Asocialia Internalionala a 

Studenlilor Economi~ti 
112. lulian Costache, ANTRACT 
113. Catalin Strat, ANTRACT 
114. Bogdan TebeicA, Centrul Nalional de Turism pentru 

Tineret . 
115. Adina Dabu, Cercet~ii Romaniei 
116. Ovidiu Cup~a, Li8a Studenlilor (Constanla) 
117. Mircea Pop, Liga Studenlilor (Constanla) 
118. Ion Olteanll, Master Forum 
119. Adriana P~can,' Master Forum 
120. Laszlo Tamas, Federalia Organizaliilor de Tineret 

Maghiare 
121. Pal Nagy, Forumul UnAr din Odorhei 
122. Costel Vasile, Societatea TanAra Generalie a 

Romilor 
123. MirelaMeila, Uniunea Studenli!or Ecologi~ti 

Altii 
124, Cristian Amza, lVR 
125. Alina Pagu, lVR 
126. Alexandru Motroa~A, ROMPRES 

:I 
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+6 AcriuNi IFES 

"Master Forum" 
Asociatia Master Forum con
dusA de domnul Ion Olteanu a 
fostgazda~organizatoareaunui 
evenimentlaAlexardria.pedata 
de 10 februarie.lFES B~ti 
alucratcapartener~aparticipat 
la acest program, intitulat P AI,. 
TIN (Participarea Tmeretului 
la Administratia LocalA), ale 
c3rui principale scopuri sunt 

a) atragerea oficialitlitilor 
locale in procesul de educare a 
tmerilor cu privire la respon
sabilitlitile ce revin reprezen
tantilor oficiali, fie ~tia alesi 
sau numili; promovarea 
conoeptuluide"func\ionarpuD
lic". Dintre subiectele discutate 
mentionAm: bugetul local, 
administratia centralli. ~ local1\, 
procesul electoral 

b) incercarea de a aduce in 
atentia Consiliului loeal tinerii, 
cu sperantele, dorintele ~i 
problemele lor. 
TlDerii au participat apoi in 
alegeri desemnAndu-ji aslfel 
reprezontan\ii in Consiliulloeal 
aI tinerilor. Pe 1§ngA relati!rile 
despre acesteveniment apiirute 
in presa central~ ~ilocalA. TVR 
a prezentat In emisiunea 
Acrualitl!\i aspecte de la cere
monia de deschidere a acestei 
manifesti!ri IFES a sustiaut ~ 
asistat in continuare proiectul 
P AI,. TIN aI asocia\iei Master 
Forum, particip§nd chiar la 
aplicarea acestui proiect Ia 
Foqani ~ Urlali. evenimente 
despre care au relatat la vremea 
respectiv~ "Romania ~bera", 
"Prahova" f "Ade~rul". 

"Participa" la Bucure~ti 
In februarie, IFES a organizat 0 masa rotundli cu reprezentan~ ai ONG-ului "Participa" din Chile. 
Lideri ai unor ONG-uri rom§ne;ti au avut astfel ocazia de a se intalni ji discuta despre activitatea ~i 
suca:sele aoestui ONG latino-american ce s·a dovedit 0 importantli forIA politica in proc:esul de 
democratizaredin Chile. SperlimsA beneficiemji in viitorde prezenta unorastfelde organiza\ii cepot 
impArtliji din experienta lor celor interesa\i rl ---------

Dreptulla' 
Reconciliere 
Nationala 
Impreuna cu Funda~a Soros 
penlru 0 Societate Deschisa, 
in perioada 3-4 iunie, IFES a 
sponsorizat la Bucure~ti 0 

conferint~ intitulatil "Re· 
concitiere N alionaIA". TiUul 
prezentiiru IFES la aceasta 
coruerintA a fost " Educa\ie 
democraticA ~ politica in ca· 
drul ON G·urilor implicate in 
dezvoltarea societatli civile". 
Peste200 de persoane au par· 
ticipat la aceastA coruerintA 
ce a durat 2 zile. Imagini de la 
aceasta coruerint~ au fost di· 
fuzate de poslul 1V Antena 
1. In cadrul coruerintei, IFES 
a organizat ~i moderat 0 

intAInire la Casa Oamenilor 
de $tiintA, aviindu-i ca invita\i 
pe Vladimir Tismaneanu 
(Universitalea din Mary· 
land), Sarin Antohi (Univer· 
sitateadinMichigan)~iManei 

Dogan (Cwentrul National 
Francez pentru Cercetare 
!ItiintificA). Peste 70 de per· 
soane au participat la aceastli 
intaJnire. despre care a rela· 
tat ~i "Romania liberli". 

Management 
financiar' 
IFES B~ti a organizat pe 
7 iunie,lasediul Grupului pen
tru Dialog Social, un atelier pe 
probleme de management fi· 
nanciar aI ONG-wilor. La 

informatie 
La propunerea Serviciului 
pentru Informalii aI Statelor 
Unite (USIS) IFESaorganizat 
laGrupulpentruDialogSocial 
o coruerintA a profesorului de 
jurna!ism ~i comunicare, Laird 
AndersondelaAmericanUni· 
versity. In rata unei audiente 
formate din parlamentari, 
zi~tijimembriaicomunita\ii 
ONG,LairdAndersonavorbit 
despre "Dreptul autoritl!tilor 
de a pAstra secretul ~i dreptul 
publicului de a fi informat". 
TVR a prezentat in emisiunea 
de ~ imagini de la aceasta 
conferin\li. 

Seminar la 
Curtea de Arges 

. eveniment au participat peste 
20 de persoane ce se ocupa de 
partea fmanciara in cadrul 
ONG- urilor pe care Ie reo 
prezinUi. Atelieru1, condus de 
Brenda Courtney (Support 
Center International) ~i Mela· 
nie Griffiths (Fundatia pentru 
Pluralism) a subliniat im· 
portantaunuibunmanagement 
financiarca 0 sursA de cre<hbil· 
itate in rata finantatorilor pre· 
cum ~i cao metodAeficientl! de 
control intem Au fost discu· 
tate subiecte ca: intocmirea 
bugetului, expertiza contab~ Pe 15 aprilie lFES a participalla 
circuitul financiar etc. In seminarul organizat la Curtea de 
incheierea atelierului. parti- ruges de EnVironmental Train· 
,.man';; ci ";"'0tii de la Cotidi. ing Project, proiecl finanlat de 
-'r ... y.-~ USAlD.lncadrulseminaruluis-
anulaufostdeacordinadec1ara adisCtltatdespresectorulONGIi 
ca intalnirea a fost 0 re~itli ~i in special despre posibilitatile de 

f-"e"a...,ar""tre""'b"'w ... · ",re"",oe", lta",tl!",. ----4 tolaborare, realizare de coalitii Ii 
aCliune legislativA cocnunA a 
ONG-urilccdinRcmAnia.Aufosl 
realizate interviuri despre 
importanla ON<J..urilor in dez· 
voltareasocietAtiicivile,intervia-
ri ce au fost difuzale de TVR. TV 
Sigma ~i pootulloeal TV Bellix. 

Forum ecologic la Ziatna 
Ziatna este cunoscutilca fiind una dintre celemai poluate zone ale Romfuliei, agentii poluanli fiind marile 

uzine din oras. Tocrnai de aCeea, la iniliativa ONG·ului ecologic Albamont din Alba Iulla, IFES a organizat pe 5 
februarie la Ziatna un forum ecologic. 

Intlliirea a avut loc in cJiIdirea Primilriei ~i a avut ca scop identificarea unei strategii comune pentru 
combaterea palllArii in regiune. Au participat primari, parlamentari, oficialitlili medicale, secretarii de stat de la 
Ministerele Industriei ~i Mediuiui, lideri ONG ~i reparteri ai lVR. 

Domnul loan Jelev, secretar de stat la Ministerui Mediuiui a decJarat presei cil aceastil inUilnire a adus 
falil in falii "conducerea uzinelor paluante ~i pe cei preocupali de proleclia mediuiui intr-o incercare de a gasi solulli 
~i de a stimuia implementarea lor." 

La incheierea int§lnirii participanlliausemnat 0 scrisoare deschisii adresatii Pre~edintelui, Parlamentuiui 
~i Guvemuiui prin care se cerea statutul de zona calamitata pentru Ziatna. Acest statut arpennite alocarea de fonduri 
speciale de la bugetui national pentru reducerea palllArii inzona Ziatna. In plus, adata recunoscutli ca zona calamitata, 
guvemul Romaniei ar putea cere asistenla ~i fonduri de la Comunitatea Europeana pentru combaterea paluArii. Ca 
urmare a acestui forum de la Ziatna s·a oblinut promisiunea a 2,8 miliarde lei ce vor fi alocate de la bugetuJ national 
pentru retehnologizarea uzinelor paluante. . . 

i 
I 
\ .. 
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ACTiuNi viiTOARE si iN CURS dE dnfAsuRARE 7 • 

Activitati curente ~i viitoare 

In curs de desfa~urore: 

In viitor: 

• editura americana Houghton Mifflin a donat (prin intermediul" IFES) carti 
BRIDGE-ului ~i CASP-ului pentru dotarea bibliotecilorrespectivelor organizatii 

• continua dezvoltarea bazei de date a Centrului de Resurse 

• staff-ulIFES a ajutat Prodemocratia, Master Forum, CASP ~i Academia Catavencu 
in redactarea de proiecte inain ta te princi palelor organizatii fihan tatoare americane 
~ieuropene 

• IFES a publicat ~i va distribui peste 1000 de exemplare din bro~ura "Dezvoltarea 
Societatii Civile" continfuld cele ~ase "Carti albe" realizate la forumul ONG de 
la Sinaia. 

13 - 15 octombrie • IFES va organiza la Kiev, Ucraina intiilnirea anuala a Asociatiei 

;, 

Administratorilor Electorali din Centrul ~i Estul Europei. Aceasta 
intiilnire va include participanti din 16 tari din centrul ~i estul Europei 
(inclusiv din Romiinia) precum ~i experti intemationali din domeniul 
admihistratiei electorale. 

Dintre subiectele incluse in agenda intiilnirii mentionam: sistemele 
electorale din regiune, importanta educarii electoratului in sistemele 
democratice, com para tie intre sistemul proportiomil ~i sistemul 
majoritar, tehnologia alegerilor ~i importanta instruirii personalului 
admihistrativ implicat in procesul electoral. 

Invitatie 
IFES lanseaza 0 invitatie tuturor ONG-urilor romiin~ti sau intemationale de a vizita centrul 
nostru de resurse. Va putem pune la dispozitie, pentru cercetare, un bogat material informativ 
incluziind: casete video, publicatii, rapoarte ale seminariilor, carti etc. Pentru" informatii 
suplimentare va rugam sa contactati biroul IFES din Bucure~ti. Deasemeneacite bineve*it 
orice material pe care doriti sa-l puneti la indemiina Centrului de Resurse ~i, "prin acesta, la 
indemiina ONG-urilor. 

',: " 

Nevoia de informatie 
Daca doriti sa publicati in buletinul nostru informatii despre 
persoane, programe sau activitati legate de educatie civica sau 
alte ~tiri de interes general, va rugam sa luati legatura cu 
Alexandra Caracoti la biroul IFES din Bucur~ti. Vom publica 
aceste materiale in urmatoarea editie a "Vocii Civice". 
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Statistici din seetoNI non-profit 
Va prezentam C§teva date uimitoare din sectorul non-profit: 

• In fiecare din urmiitoarele lari, considerate a fi printre cele mid dezvoltate din lume, State Ie Unite, 
Japonia, Franla, Germania Italia ~i Marea Britanie, forta de munca angajata in sectorul non-profit este 
de 7 ori mai mare dedt forta de munca angajata in cea mai mare companie privata din fiecare tarii cum 
ar fi: General Motors, Hitachi, Renault, Volkswagen, Fiat sau Telecom-ul britanic. Sectorul non-profit 
este responsabil pentru unul din fiecare 20 de locuri de mund ~i pentru unul din fiecare 810curi de munca 
in domeniul serviciilor. 

• Cheltuielile sectorului non-profit in aceste liiri se cifreaza la peste 600.000.000.000 $ ~i reprezinta 5% 
din produsul intern brut allarii respective ~i este de 4 ori mai mare decat valoarea vanziirilor celei mai 
mari corporatii din lume, General Motors. . 

• Sectorul non-profit ~ste in continua cre~tere. In tari precumFranta, Germania sau Statele Unite sectorul 
non-profit a furnizat 13% din locurile de mund create inlre 1980 ~i 1990. 

• Numai 10%, in medie, din veniturile sectorului non-profit provin din silI"Se particulare. In Statele Unite, 
numai 20% din fonduri provin din surse particulare. 

• Cea rnai mare sursa de venituri pentrusectorul non-profit este formata din taxe ~i vanziiri proprii urmatii 
· . de sUrSele guvernamentale. Vanziirile ~i ta'Cele pe servicii furnizeazii aproximativ 47% din venituri iar 

sursele guvernamentale furnizeaza 43%. In Franla ~i Germania guvernul este sursa dominantii de 
fonduri pentru sectorul non-profit. 

• Sursele particulare furnizeaiiifonduri inprincipal pentru organizaliile ce of era asistenla internationala, 

Date preluate din Proiectul comparativ asupra sectorului non~ profit al Universita~ii JOM Hopkins realizat de Lester 
M.Salamon ~i Helmut K. Anheier. intitulat "The Emerging Sector". Studiul include organizatii neguvernamentale. non
profit, exclusiv organizatiile politice ~i religioase. 

Pentru: 
De lao 

Cititorii "Vocii Civice" 
Juliana Geran Pilon, 
Director de Programe pentru Europa 
Centrala ~i de Est, fosta Uniune 
Sovietica ~i Asia 

Am scris acest poem despre mine ~i despre allii ce 
s-au nasent in America sau, asemenea mie, au 
emigrat acolo la inceputul vielii,dar au un ata~ament 
puternic fala de Europa de Est ~i fala de Romania 
in special. Uneori, atunci cand venim in Romania 
pentru a luera cu ONG-urile suntem intrebati: "De 
ce simteli interesaliin asta? De ce ali venit la noi in 
lara?"Nu exista un rasp.unssimplulaaceste intrebiiri, 
dar m-am gandit ca acest poem se refera la aceste 
intrebari ~i incearca sa of ere 0 explicalie. 

Eternal Emigrants 
We~oVnunlam 

in.side Oll~ Aea16? 
IAogzomma. if ccmictlon 
and MLCCelJ, 

IAoJf/Rla.l: if enm DUd, 
andmeam hP.gr 
ca> opprnlanilie. 
h AripprRe<. paeaed
pur6aed./~pab/.w/(¥, 

ccnwtuAatmDfl
AaJdeep uifAin ou. teln.s 
riUlJ one Jn1a1t ,am 

fiom anolAo> ¥"ing 
aiM JU¥Jete.t meIcdg 
if.Jfdaand pa:aOo-" 

Juliana Geran Pilon. 
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TNTRE DOUA LUMI 

Oricum ar numi anali~lii polilici evenimenlcle ce au aVul locin 1989-1990 in Cenlrul 
~i Estul Europei ~i fosta Uniune Soviclica,de la' Revoluliadc califea' in Cehoslovacia, 
'Revolulia nelerminalii' in Romania, panii la 'Iovilura de sial' in Rusia, parerea . 
generalii este cii voturile acordale libertalii au crescut. Sislemclc eleclorale s-au 

adaplal pluralismului, ingloband noile parlide in formare ~i permiland ca 
reprezenlalivilalea in noile legislaluri sa se bazeze pe procentaje complexe penlru a 
reflecla, pe cal posibil,schimbilrile. Contexlullarg, 101u~i, nu poate fi trecut cu vederea. 
~i din nefericire nu este in intregime datator de spcranla. 

Mai precis, idcalwile clasice liberale niiscute in sec. XVIII ce au gasit teren favorabil 
dezvoltarii lor in unele colluri ale Europei de 

vest ~i Anlericii nu s-au riispandit la fel de larg 
~i dincolo de Duniire, chiarinainte de aparilia 
comunismului. Acele principii politice au 
intampinatobstacole majore: domina lie striiinii, 
coruplie politicii ~i 0 largii traditie autoritarii 
coruptii (in special in Baleanil, pe care 
comunismullc-a exacerbat doar. 

De aceea, alegerile organizate in pcrioada imediat post-sovietica, au avut loc intr-o 
culturii politicii dominatii de pasiune. Foarte rapid s-au constituit numeroase partide, 
adcsca cu programe neclarc ~i insuficicnt cxplicate ~i prezentatc de mass media 
electronica, aflatii sub control guvemamental ~i deci inclinatii spre subiectivitate. 

Astf.l 'lamurit', electoratului i s-a cerut sii-~i exprime oPliunea politicii. Candidalii 

erau, de regula, ale~i prin complicate metode proportion ale dc alocare a succesului 
electoral in funclie de sistemul adoptat de cele mai multe ori iQtr-o atmosfera de haos. 

Aceste sisteme se bazeaza mai putin pe corectitudine ~i angajament democratic ~i mai 
mult pe 0 mixtura intre tradilie ~i compromis politic. cativa ani mai tarliu, cetalenii 
inca se intreaba: cste oare acesta un progres sau nu? 

Evident, csle 0 gre~eala sa vorbe~ti despre Europa Centrala ~i de Est ca ~i cand ar fi 
yorba despre 0 regiune oinogena. Fiecare. naliune a acestei arii complexe estc unica ~i 
mandra de unicita tea ei. Cusiguranlii insa, apar anurnite modele de struct uri democrat ice 
~i sisteme elcctorale cu implicalii in stabilitatea reformei ~i vigoarea civicii viitoare. 
Tipul general adoptat cste eel de reprezcntarc parlamentara proportionalii, model 
foarte popular 

Continuarc8 In pagina 4 
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+2 IFES BUCURESTi I PAEZENTE iNTERNATioNAl£ 

Societatea Civile. Internationale. 

Yntre 30 ianuarie ~i 2 februarie, in 
SI. Michael, Barbados, a avut lac 
conferinla 'Societatea Civil. Inter
nalionala'. Acest eveniment, or· 
ganizat de fundalia Kettering, la a 
~aptea editie a sa, a reunit speciali~ti 
in ~tiinle politice preocupali de 

. problemele societalii civile cu liderii 
organizaliilor civice implicate direct 
in activitatea publica, de educalie 
civic. ~i de intarire a societalii civile. 
Printre cei 40 de participanli s·au 
numarat liderii unor organizalii cum 
ar ti: Participa (Chile), Poder Ciuda· 
nao(A:rgentina), Civicus(retea man· 
diala) din America Latina, experti 
americani ca David Mathews, pre· 
~edintele fundatiei Kettering, Harold 
Saunders, Bruce Sievers. Europa a 
fast reprezentata de lideri de orga
nizalii din Ungaria, Polonia, Rusia. 

Din Romania, in absenta doamoei 
Alina Inayeh a participat Dan Pe
trescu,coordonatorde program IFES. 

Agenda lucriirilor, foarte densa, a 
cuprins referate ~i discutii pe teme 
cum ar fi dezvoltarea economica ~i 
structurile societalii civile, implicarea 
cetatenilor ~i a socieHi\ii civile in 
dezvoltarea procesului politic, evo
lutia de la opinie publica la decizie, 
redetinirea rclaliilor intre cetaleni ~i 
autoriHiti, depa~irea polarizarilor 
politice ~i sociale prin intermediul 
societalii civile, modete ideale de dez
voltaredemocratica a larilor afectate' 
de politici totalitare. ' 

Din disculii au reie~it atat proble
mele ~i caile comune de rezolvare cat 
~i diferenlete specifice tiecarei lari, in 
funclie de tradilie ~i situalia socio-

Parteneriat regional 

economica. De~i lari din America 
Latina ~i Europa au suferit regimuri 
totalitare, modul de democratizare ~i 
dezvoltare a 'societalii civile ~i de 
'implicare publica difera. In acela~i 
mod s-a accentuat faplul ca organi
za\iile civke trcbuic sa gascasdi slra
tegii de a incuraja participarea pub· 
Iica iIi. viala cotidian., nu in situalii de 
criza, cand participarea este ime-

. diata ~i spontana. Aceasta partici
pare publica, esenliala unci societali 
civile'autentice, sufera actualmente 
datorita unui mcdiu in carc indivi
dualismul exacerbat, situalia econo
mica precara ~i influenla nu inlot
deauna POZiliva a mass-media duce 
Ia aherareasau inlocuirea unorvalori 
tradilionale, care au stal Ia baza. 
comunitalilor democratice. 0 

Ynca de anul trecut IFES Bucure~ti participa custatut de observatorin proiectul 'Sacietatea Civil.' alorganizaliei 
European Foundation Centre (BnL,elles). Proieclul presupune realizarea unci relele regionale (Europa Centrala ~i 
de Est) a Centrelor de Informalii ~i Resurse pentru ONG-uri. 

Premiza de Ia cani se pleaca in 
realizarea acestui proiect este ca larilc 
din zona mo~tenesc, de~i cu grade de 
manifestare diferite, Ia nivelul so
cietalii civile, acelea~i probleme -
reminiscenle ale cpocii comuniste. 

Imparta~ind experienla, ONG
uri Ie din zona pot pune bazele unci 
colaborari eficicnte ~i rcciproc 
avantajoase. Condilia esenlialii 
pentru rclalille de parteneriat regional 
este 0 mai buna circulalie a infor
ma I ie i in I re organ iza liilc ~i asocia \ i i Ie 
din lariIe Europei Centrale ~i de Est. 
1:.s1c tncmai ceca cc i~i prapune acest 
pn)icct: crcarca cadrului nccesar 
penlruomai bunacomunicare. Orga
nizaliilnr inleresale, IFES nucure~li, 
prin participarea Ia aceasta relea, Ie 
poale facilila coniaclul sau obtinerea 
de informalii de Ia cclelalte centre 
participanle Ia acest program. Q . 

llLtnnir-:R parth.wantilnr Iii pf\licd III • SOCiclA.tcA. Ci\"ilfl.· . Ilruxcllc~. iunil." 11)1).t 



I 
I FORUM ONG - 1995 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

RAspunzand invitatiei fAcute de lFES 
Bucuresti, reprezentan\i a peste 20 de 
organizatii neguvernamentale s-au 
int§lnit pe 24 martie la sediul Grupului 
pentru Dialog Social. Scopul int§lnirii a 
fostorganizarea~ipreg~tireaForumului 
Organizatiilor N eguvernamentale, ce va 
fi organizat de IFES la sf§~itul lunii 
"aprilie a acestui an. S-a discutat despre 
scopul Forumului - realizarea cArlilor 
albe pe domenii de ONG-uri, despre 
agendti. organiza\ii participante, leetori. 

Dintre sugestiile mai import ante 
amintim doar: 

• redact area "Cariilor Albe" pc 
baza unci grile pentru a evila 
discrepan\ele inlre genurile de 
infonnatie cuprinse in cele 6 dir\i atbe. 
Grila a fost coneeputA deja de un grup 
de specialijti ji va fi pusA la dispozitia 
colectivelorde redactare a carlilor albe. 

Seminar intemational 
la Oli~inou 

·Standardele modernizarii pentru 
administratia localA ji de stat" a fast titlul 
seminarului organizat de IFES Moldova 
inperioada27-28ianuarie 1995. Lasemi
nar au participat aproximativ 70 de per
soane reprezentAnd Academia de Studii 
Administrative, Sectia pentru Adminis
tra\ie PublicA LocaIA a Guvemului Re
publicii Moldova, JudecAtoria SupremA, 
sec\iile specializate ale imtitu\iilor de in
vAtAmAnt superior, organele puterii locale 
din toate raioanele Republicii Moldova, 
diverse fonnatiuni politice. Au fostinvita\i 
exper\i din Franta, Italia Ii Rusia. Princi
palele teme deibAtute pe pareursul 
seminarului au fost: 
• Alegerile locale ca formA de 
exercitare a principii lor autoadminis
trArii locale; 
• Constituirea cadrului juridic 
pentru dezvoltarea administra\iei pu
blice; 
• Mecanismele auto-administr3rii 
locale intr-un stat descentralizat. 

Concluziile seminarului au fost: 
• Organizarea teritorial adminis
trativA a Republieii Moldova in 40 de 
raioane ~i 4 municipii nu poate asigura 
autonomia lor economic~, I~sand prea 
mult spatiu pcnlru interventia statului. 

ACTiUNi AlE IFES , • 

FORUM 
• propunerea ca organizatiile 

participante la Forum s~-~i distribuie 
cu aceast~ ocazie, Rapoartele Anuale 
de Aetivitate pe 1994, ce arcontribui la 
imbuntHA\irea fluxului comunicational 
in sectorul ONG. Aceste rapoarle ar 

putea fi elaborate tot pe baza uneigrile 
(ce a fost conceputA deja). 

Putem pune aeeastA grilA la dis, 
pozitia tut uror organiza\iilor interesate 
sA 0 consulte sau sa 0 utilizeze. 0 

Conferinta Fundatiilor - Londra 

intre 7 Ii 9 noiembrie 1994 a avut loc la Londra conferinta anualA organizatll de 
"European Foundation Centre" la care a participat ji JFES Bucur~ti. Conferinta, 
intitulatl!: "Fundato pentru Europa - Finanlare pentru Solidaritate" a reunit aproximativ 
200 de reprezentanti ai organiza\iilor finantatoare din intreaga IlIme, cum ar fi: Glarles 
Stuart Mott Foundation, Ford FOlmdation, Rockefeller Foundation, Sores Foundation 
for an OpenSociety; Glarity Know How Fund, Glarity Aid Foundation, Wellcome Trust, 
ca s~ amintim numai cateva dintrc ele. 

Sropul declarat a1 intAlnirii a fast dezvoltarea ~i consolidarea relatiilortntre finantatori 
~i potcn\iali recipienti ai flIlan\arii-in special ~ organizatii neguve01amentale din tWe 
Europei de Est, confruntate acum cu dificultAtile inerente unei perioade de tranzi\ie de la 
oomunism la democratie. 

Tocmai de aceea, discutUie s-au axat in special pe problema finanti!rii: implicatole pe 
termen lung alecadrului fiscal ji legislativ.referitor la sursele private de fUlantare. strategii 
ji directo de finanlmce, creljterea rolului parteneriatului in sectorul fil)antator privat, in 
conditiile in care ponderea finantruii publice guvemamentale seade progresiv. La nivel 
informa~ conferinta a dat ocazia organizatiilor est-europene de a se inUlIni nu numai cu 
finan\3tori~darji intreele, jide a pune bazele unor actiuni comune de parteneriat incadrul 
regiunii 0 

• Legea despre administratia pu
blicA localA (prin anicolele ce prevM 
numireade cAtre Prejedintele Republicii 
a primarilormunicipiilor ~i pre~edintilor 
comitetelor executive raionale) vine in 
contradic\ie cu prevederile Consti tu\iei, 
care afinna eJigibilitatea autoritatilor 
administratiei locale. 
• In general, legislatia referitoare 
la administratia publicA 10calA nu poate 

fi calificatA univoc, deoarece, cu exceptia 
celormaicontestate artioole.corespunde 
standardelor moderne. 
• Neparticiparea unor fannaliuni 
politice la alegeri pe motiv cA legile 
respective nu ~resund pe deplin stan
dardelor intcmationale este 0 gr~eaIA. 

care poate duce la autoizolarea acestor 
partide. 0 
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+4 CONTiNUARE diN pAGiNA 1 

in tarile EUTopei continentale, mai 
curand decal in Marea Britanie s'au 
Statele Unite. Daca acest sis,tem 
prezintii avantaje clare in cazul 
partidelor mici, in formare, exista insa 
~i deZ8vantaje. Dintre cele mai 
importante putem aminti: Crag-· 
mentarea scenei politice. neclaritatea 
rela tiei dintre celii leoi~i reprezentanlu 
lor ale~~ ~i, nu in ultimul rand, men
linerea unui pro~es electoral dez
ordonat ~i rau·prevestitor pentru 
ren~terea societalu civile - funda
mentul societiitii democratice. stabile. 
o aslfel de stabilitate este 0 condilie 
necesara, chiar dadi nu ~i suficienta. 
pentru pace in regiune. 

Aceste sisteme sunt adesea nu 
numai demoralizantde greu de inleles 
~i aplicat dar sunt ~i percepute ca 
necorespunzatoare nevollor ~i intere
selor populare. Rezultatul este cii 
cetatcoii, deja sceptici in privinta 
alegerilor -obi\nuiti liind cu simulacrul 
din perioada dictaturii comuniste, iji 
intorc Cata de la democralie insa~i. tn 
arara votului exislii putine cai de re
Corma pe care electoratul Ie poate 

. explora. Ca un singur exemplu, 
adeseori nu eXlsta comisii electorale 
permanente ~i indcpcndente carora 
celiileanulsa Ie poalii adresa plangerile 
~i sugestlile sale. 

Dintre nemultumiri,prima este 
aceea cii alegerea candidalilor pe liste 
duce laalegerea unorpersoane adesea 
necunoscute, ce uneori nei macar nu 
locuicsc in circumscrip\ia pe care 0 

reprezinta. Avantajul votarii pentru 
partide, ~i deci pentru idei politice ~i 
nu pentru candidati ~ ce adeseori nu 
au beneficiat de sufieienti bani sau 
spatiu in mass media pentru a~~i face 
campanie - este anulat de Captul ca 
cetatenii nu suntconvi~idi interesele 
lor pot Ii reprezentate de legislatoru 
ale~i prin liste ~i care de cele mai 
muIte ori Diei nu comunica cu cei care 
i-au ales. tntr-adeva;, olicialitiilile 
alese nu sunt, de cele mai multe ori, 
niei macar cOWitiente ca trebuie sa se 
angajeze intr-o astCel de activitate de 
dialog. Pe de alta parte, nici cetalenii 
nu realizeaza cii au undrept suprcm
~i 0 datorie civicS. ~ de a cere socoteala 
reprezentanlilor lor ale~i. Guvernele 
sunt constituite de popor, pentru 

INTRE DouA LUMI 

popor, ~i nu in ciuda poporului sau 
impotriva acestuia. Din aceastacauza, 
Fundalia Interoalionala pentru 
Sisteme Electorale (IFES), finanlata 
de Agenli. ·Statelor Unite pentru 
Dezvoltare Intern1lionala (USAID) 
depune eforturi pentru proruovarea 
dialogului intre pariamentari ~i 
cetaleni. Mai este insii mult de Cacut. 
tn al doilea rand, sistemul ce permite 
partidelor mici sa fie reprezentate in 
Corul legislativ a condus la aparilia 
partidelor etoice in Europa Centrala 
~i de Est (partide armene, ale romi
lor, ale turcilor, etc.), ceea ce contri
buie la cre~terea divizarii ~i a conflic~ 
tului mai curand decat Ia promovarea 
uniHitii ~i a unei atitudini anti-discri
minare. Aceasta in vreme ce unsistem 
bipartit stimuleaza crearea de coalitii 
~i compromisul. 

tn al treilea rlind, unele opliuoi 
electorale nu sunt in\elese cum ar 
trebui. De exemplu, scepticismul 
considerabil manifesta t Cala de scheme 
Cederaliste - in parte ca 0 reaclie la 
Ca!sul • Cederalism' alfostelorregimuri . 
totalitare. Si totll$i existA un interes 
crescand pentru metodele descen
tralizatede autouvemare. Nuar trcbui 
sa surprinda pe oimeni Captul ca, obosili, 
celiilenli Europei Centrale ~i de Est 
ofteaza cu nostalgie acumdupa osolulie 
rapidS., un guvern autoritarcare sa puna 
capat la ceea ce ei percep a fi un circ, 
incapabil de a riispunde provocarilor 
extrem de dureroasei tranzilu de la 
economia planificata Ia economia de 
piala. 

Pentru u~urarea tranzipei de la 
comuoism la democralie, Vestul nu 
poate Cace mare lucru. AI pulea dura 
ani"chiar zeci de ani .. Si tot~i exista, 
ca un exemplu, experien\a comuna a 
tarilor vestice·, eu varietatea lor de 
sisteme eleetorale ~i experimente iIi 
structuri Cederaliste. Tiirile Europei 
Centrale ~i de Est se zbat inca in 
cautarea celei mai bune formule 
politice, iarooile putemajuta in aceaslii 
c8.utare. 

Dincolo de politica, experienta 
vestica in construirea unei soeieta\i 
civile este, de asemenea, interesanta. 
Constelatia orgaoizaliilor neguver
namentale, dinamismul sectorului 

voluntar, spectrullarg al asocialiilor ~i 
gruparilor ce se ocupa de nevoi ~i 
interese speciale, prezinlii un tablou al 
umanismului ~i a liberta\ii in c8.utarea 
fericirii, ncobstrucponatc de eonstra
ngeri guvernamentale. Simpla men
tionare a acestei activitati este 
lnvioratoare; explicarea bazei sale 
teoretice subliniaza relevanta sa 'uni
versala. 

r n anii '60, un can tee foarte 
popular anunla zorii unei noi ere. 
Numele era magnific: Era AcYalicli, 
iar .melodia avea 0 armonie simpla ~i 
subliminala. Numele aducea in minte 
imagini de frumusete acvatidi. mister, 
inlelepciune astrologicii. Cultura de 
acum doua decenii parea sa fi 
abandonat increderea in legile 
omene~ ti ~i in ordinea justiliei liberale. 
tn mod paradoxal, Europa de Est pare 
.a fi gata sa accepte ca se ana in zorii 
acelei~i ere ciudate - Era Acvatica. Si 
ei au devenit in multe privinle cioici ~i 
incapabili sa acceple, sau eel pupn sa 
in\eleaga ni\iunea. care guverneaza 
democratiile vestice. Spre deosebi.re 
insa'de America anilor '60, Cragilele 
naliuni post-comuoiste ale Europeide 
Est nu dispun de un putemic cadru 
constitutional ~i de un sector privat . 
dinamic, factori ce nu au perm is 
modului acesta de a gandi sa conducii 
ladisperare~i haos. Dinpiicate, Europa 
de Est se afla chiar pe margine a 
abisului. Structurile ei liberale sunt· 
subliri ca hartia. Un val puteroic ar Ii 
sufident pentru a le dararna ca pe un 
castel de oisip. 

Daca ~educatie civica- este 
numele pentru ceea ce societatea 
vestica poate oferi, ca exemplu ~i 
·cuno~tin\e teoretice, atunci s~o 
numim a~.a. eu aIte cuvinte, putem 
ajuta fioile democratii in formare sa 
vada, in Era lor Acvatica, rasaritul 
sperantei, increderii ~i energiei. 
Acest lucru, simplu intr-un ·sistem 
politic bazat pe Raliune - torla cli
lauzitoare a Ilurninismului, ce a in· 
spirat na~tcrea Statelor Unite' este 
posibil numaidacii supremalia sa este 
recunoscutii de toli. Numai atunci 
drepturile. vor fi respectate. 0 
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Seminar IFES 10 Foqani 

In cooperare eli ·Uniunea Vrancenilor 
de Pretutindeni" IFES Bucure~ti a 
arganizat la Foqani, pe 10-11 februarie, 
seminarul intitulat "Tineretul ~i Socie~ 
talca Civil A RomaneascA· . 

La lucrArile seminarului au participat 
aproximativ45 de pcrsoane - rcprezcn
tan\i ai unororgaruzatii neguvemamcn
tale. ai administra\iei locale ~i ai 
exccutivului, membri ai unor part ide 
politicc ~i ziari}ti din presa local8. 

Temelc de discu\ie au indus: pro
blematica tincretu1ui in perioada actual:!. 
rolul Ministerului de resort in sprijinirea 
organiza\iilor de tineret, societatea ctvil~, 
importan\a religiei in educarea tinerilor, 
aoccsuJ cetAienilar la proresullegislativ, 
modalitA~deimplicareactivAinrezalvarea 
problemeJorcomunitA\ii. Ceeacea. asigurat 
insA rc~ita accstui seminar a fost par
ticiparea larga a tinerilor (carora Ie era 
dealtfel ji destinat), elevi, studenii, 
reprezentantiai unororganizatiidc tinerct 
locale. Aceasta participare a fast una de 
substa.nt~ ~i nu doar deoorativ~, tinerii 

dovedind prin intelVentiile si intrebarile 
lor nu numai 0 cunoastcre temeinica. a 
principiilor fundamentale ale unci societ~\i 
democraticc daI1i 0 dorin\a reala de a sc 
implica mai mult ~i de a juca Wl rol activ in 
solutionarea problemelor cc-i framRnta. 

ACTivitATi IFES • 

Prin grija organizatorului local 
• Uniunea Vrancenilor de Prctutinde
ni- ,lucdirilc scminarului au fost filmatc 
in vederea rcalizarii unui film docu
mentar. Dcasemcnca, ziari~lii prczen\i 
au relatat in prcsa locala (s~risa ~i audio
vizuala) dcspr~ <leesl evcniment. 0 

Comisie Electorale Centrale Permanente 
Intalnirea organizata de IFES nucurc~ti pentru discutarea sistcmului electoral romancsc a aVlIlloc pC' 29 - 30octomhric 
199.\,la sediul Grupului pentru Dialag Sacial. Audien!a a fast rcstransa la spcciali~ti (avocali, judeciHari), pariamcntari, 
rcprezentanti ai lIIlor organiza\ii ncguvernamentale jute res ate in rcforma sistC:1ll1l1ui electoral. Urlllarc a acc~tl'i intillniri H 

fost cOllstituit un grllp de lucru pcntru claborarea unui proiect privind infiintarea unci Comi'\ii Elc:ctorftk C'l'nlrnlc 
Pcnnanente. . 

Accst proiect 8 fost depus pc 23 fehruaric la Biroui Permanent al Camcrci Dcputalilor(k di.trc th:put<l\ii Victor Bahiuc 
(P.O.), Alexandru Alhanasiu (P.A.C.) ~i Cii.lin An8stasiu (P.L. 93). Pcnlru prezcntarC:1l proicctului, IFES BlIcurc~ti II 

organiza t pc 27 fe bruaric 0 conferinla de presa. A lItorii proicctului. imprclinii Cll Dorin 'l'u(\nran (I)ircctor I Fl~S pcnlru 
Romania ~i Moldova) au raspuns 18 i..ntrcbarih: PlISC de ziari'jti in cadrlll acestci confc:rintl' de presii, Presa - scrisii ~i 
audiovizuala - a relatat pc largdcsprc accastii inilialivii IcgislativiL :.J 

Organizatiile neguvemamentale ~i problemele comunitapi 

Municipiul Targaviltc a fost, pe 17··18 
noiembrie 199-1, gazda unui seminar 
organizat de IFES, la propunerea filialei 
SIRDO ji a CNSRL-Frdiia. Intitulat 
·Soci-:tatca civili1 - Crearea structurihr 
eiv"ice, Ic~islative ~i polilice specificc 
democratici-, scminarul s-a bucurat de a 
I",g~audienia( aproxirnativ45de pe"",,,ne) 
rcprczenland organizatii neguvcrna
menta Ie. administra{ic localA, si.ndicatc, 
partide politieeji presa local .. Principalele 
teme abordate au fost: respornabilitatca 

civica, relul ONG-urilor in socictate. 
al."'t:Csul retatcnilor la procesul Ic,cislativ, 

supn.:mati3Icgii, rolulpartidelorpolitice in 

da\'ohar~a socielatii civile. 

A fost distribuit panicipantilor un 
bogal material infom13tiv: car\i~i bro~uri, 
~i au fost prczcnlatc m"i multe tilrne 
dOCllll1Cntar~. 

Succcsui accslei aqiuni a fost dal 
I'nsa de ultima scsiunc, in care partici
pan~ii au rost rugati sa se implice intr-un 
cxcreitiu de aplicare practica a cancep
tclor discutate. impa.rtiti in mai multe 
grupuri. ci au lucrat pcnlru a identifica 
problcmcle importante cu care se 
conrrunt<'i ora~ui ~i a claborastrategii de 

rczolvarc a <tl'CSlllr pr11hklll\.!" Dc 
mentionHt est~ faplul 1".';1 nUll1cro~i 

participanti au I".'oll-;idl".'rat c;'!iipsa ONG
urilor in T;1rj!n\'i~lc (cxistfi dnar dou~ 
astfcl d~ orj!aniza~ii in or~) estc a prob
lema impor')!lt;'! a cOlllunita\ii ~i au 
indicat illtiin\arl".'a lk O;--';(i-uri eel l."Ca 
mai buna metoda pl.'l1tru ~till111iarca 

implicftrii ect;i\cnillir in rl".'znlvarca 
probieillclor klC.J!C. jl,iarl".'k locale 
• Jurnaiul tic 1):"II11h, 'Vi\:l R

, R I..,.:~c(t lui 
Tepc~- ~i -Jurnalul UI..' T:iT,!.!tlvistC- au 
publicat Hrlienlc rcfc:ritoarl..' IH acesl 
evenimelll ~i intcrvi\lri cu Dorin 
Tudoran, direclor ue pr~lk'I".,t IF! :S. 0 
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• 6 DivERSE 

Acjiuni viitoore ole sectorului ONG 

• La sfa~itullunii martie lFES organizeaza la Alexandria, in colaborare ell 
clubul Pro Democratia, un seminar pentru liderii societatii civile. 

o Editia de anul acesta a Forumului ONG (organizat de IFES) va avea loc 
in ultima saptamina a lunii aprille. Vor partieipa aproximativ 60 de 
reprezentanp ai unor ONG·uri din domeniile: civic, ecologic, tine ret, 
drepturilor omulu~ economic ~i mass-media. Vor fi realizale "airti albe" 
pe aceste domenii ' 

o IFES Bucuresti va organiza, in colaborare cu autorii proiectului pentru 
infiintarea Comisiei Electorale Permanente, intilniri cu parlamentari ~i 
ziar~ti pentru prezentarea ~i dezbaterea proiectulu;, 

• Sistemul electoralconstituie 0 preocupare ~i pentru Pro Democra\ia, care 
intenlioneaza sa demareze 0 campanie pentru schimbarea sistcmului 
electoralinRomiinia ~i va desfasurao larga actiune de informare cu privire 
la sistemele electorale practicate in diferite liiri prin, editare de carli· 
destinate oamenilor politici ~i pliante·destinale cetatenilor. 

• Asocialia Master Forum in colaborare ell Pro Democratia, ell sprijinul 
finaneiar acordat de programul PHARE, vor inflinta anul acesta inca 20 
de Consilii Locale ale Copiilor in diferite localil>iti din lara. 

o Asocialia Pro Democratia va dezvolta programul "Dialog" . implicarea 
ceta\cnilor in administratis locaHi • in localita\ile: Br~ov, Sibiu. Alexan
dria, Fo~ani, Miercurea Ciuc ~i Re~ita. 

• -Forumuri Deliberative· cstc numele unui intercsant program pe care tot 
Pro Dcmocra\ia il va derula in toate localita\i1e din 1ani in care asocia\ia 
arc club uri. 

• In luna martic a accstui an ICMA (Asocialia Intcrnationala pentru 
Management Urbansi Regional) vaorganiza la Bra~ovunscminarpentrll 
asocia\ii condomeniale. 

• La Oradea, in luna aprilic, va avea Iocscminarul • Infrastructura Urbana· 
organizat de ICMA. Scminarul se adrcseaza directorilor de rcgii, 
directorilor econolllici ~i tchnici din prilllarii prcclllll ~i altor rcprczentall\i 
ai administratiei publice locale. 

7 
Invitotie 

Profil 
ICMA 

ICMA este Asoeiatia Internalionala 
pentru Mangement U rban ~i Regional. 
Incepiind din anul 1993, programele 
pentru administra\ia local. fmantate 
de USAID inRomiiniasuntdezvoltate 
1 CMA, coordonatorul acestei orga
nizalii fiind domnul Bob Dubinsky. 
Din luna mai 1994, I CMA are un birou 
in Bucure~ti, iar directorul pentru 
Romania este Gabriela Matei . 

Programele ICMA sunt destinate 
incurajarii dialogului intre nivelele 
administraliei publice centrale $i lo
cale pentru promovarea reformei in 
vedcrca dcscentralizarii ~i cre~terii 
autonomiei locale. Ele constau si in 
asistenlii tehnicii directii la nivellocal 
in domeniile prioritare. 

Activitii tile su nt in prezen t dezvo Ita Ie 
in o~ele: I3r~ov, Craiova, Oradea, 
Piatra Neamt, Constanta ~i F~ani, iar 
domeniile specifice de consultanJll sunt 
intbunata\irea activita\ii financiarc 
municipale, imbunatiitirea infrastructurii 
tchnic~dilitare urbane, strateg;a infor· 
matiziirii administratiei publice locale, 
imptemcntareaasociatiilorconciomeniale. 

ICMA colaboreozii cu Federatia 
Municipalitiitilor din Romania ~i cu 
Asociotia Prqedinlilor de Consilii 
Judc\cnc, iar in viitor spcram sa avem 
colahorari~icll al\i partcncri intcrcsa\i. 

Ne PlIteli contacta la tel.lf .. , 659 
7436 sall 311 2138 sau prin E-mail 
gabi?licnI8.sfos.ro. 

lFES lanscaza 0 invitatic tuturor ONG-urilor rom§ne~ti sau internatiorl .ie de a 
viz ita centrul nostru de resurse. V~ putem pune la dispozi\ie. pentru ccn.:ctare. un 
bogat material informativ incluzand: easete video, publica\ii. rapoartc ale 
seminariilor. dhti etc. 'Pcntru informatii suplimentare, va rugl'im sa contaeta\i 
biroul IFES din Duc~re~ti. De asemenca cstc.bincvcnit oricc material pc care 
dori\i sA-I punc\i la indemana Centrului de Resursc ~i. prin accasta. la indemana 
ONG·urilor. 

Nevoio de informotie 
Dad\ dori\i si!i publica\i in buletinul nostru informatii despre pcrsoane. programc 
sau activiUiti legate de cducatie cividi sau alte ~tiri de intcres gener.al, v~ rugam sf! 
lua\i legatura eu Alexandra Caracoti la biroullFES din Bucurc~ti. Yom publica 
aeeste mat~riale in um~~Hoar~a edilie a "Vocii Civicc". 

I Penlru inlre, b~ri sau informalii vA rug~m sA contaclali biroul IFES Bucur~~l 
Strada Franklin Nr. 9, ap. 8, sec lor 1, Bucure~ti 

Tel: 312-5514 Fa~ 312·3414 E-mail: office@ifes.cunet.ro 

I Rcdac,\.Qr: Alexandra Caracoti • Tehnoredaclare: Bogdan C. Popovici 
.,' . . _________ • _____ .. _-4 ....... _-_._-----
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PA.~A!vlENTUL ROl\1?",,'\;tEI 
CAtVIER'I. DEPUTATtLOR 
BlBUOTECA 

2,-) '(''>/1 C(;;-. , I!- ,.i .. ,) 

C'ltre 

fUNDATIA !:-.JTr:R,\iATIO?\ALA PCf\TfW SISTEME ELECTOf<ALE 
DL ALEXMiDRU R. SAVULESCU- DIRECTOI~ ASISTENT 
r-A.x :312:5<\ I" 

loana Borocan 
ciiff.'C:,'Jl' C3ll1~r8. UrpU: a',itor- Hiblio'",ca 
alei.'cl D ... ·3h:.t c:ii!.r('polk'i i1~' .. ::"), rdt'lc:,n t315')21~I(i/:S5~1: lax 312440G 

i\1E5:\.J 

1'\(" face- pl~l(t";'r sA. (On.1h·lnal~l In:rarea in pa~rilllOltii..11 uibll. " ('\"'U 
Cal!l<'rd D:"pwa;,il",' a llnna:.c:arelc·l' PUbU('2;ii d"bora:1" sub egida li-TS: 

1. SCUJ1t"i. d.r.''Scdere ~1 sf$cl?r:w!u( (HlL:'~r!('(l11 de': [)UVc!!71(zl1uint 
2. CC!ld!l'~,c;1'i; de stat ~; lr.\~·"(!~(! 

8. <)lllilJ 51 poU(iC{( 
.J-. PJlu(uiz(ll'eG;;f :·edrr?S(~rt.:'(; •. ~cw((lnw:(i 
G. Til,' !Jio()cl!lJi(l~j 
6, ,fJrir'(itiz(!1'2 .?I dl?1:t·olto.;'i:.' eCOIlCflt(('ll 

7. CO:1SU!Il~iUe r0111tl:k' 

8. Rp.puJJ!k (~(~'lojd':lfxi " lo(·(J elenf':'Jlls 
D. Voting (~.!'":.si~t('ncE' nl.lide; ] P9-i.' 1 en.~ 
10.El'::'l.'fion (UU' ('OlftP.:>i;dltUll Q/'C>nU\{( u:v:i L'os[p.rn Europe 
1 i.Oifteo; ... :; (Ie C(IJ'Ciit("( nc)p{ii 
J:2. [)enl(A~"U(,.IJ in Ok:> J .9rh_·'~ 
13.DoclUlk·'ntc? (ile iibfH'(i~ii 
1 to). Fon {l1wi OrHanrz(ltU[(,j' Negt!ut.>rnOHlf'l1(oie din I?o1Jldnin 
!.5.!~c.nlnflkul N()n[JOt'enlr1!el~t(l1 O;-9(iniz(l~iol1S FO!'lan 
16. Bozell;:" ~'islej)H£illi (ilH21icaf'l de guverJlnrc : COllstHu{(n 
1{, Tlte illlfllCU! }lolitU : (J inrrodutcri:' in polll%U;'" 
18. DoCt ;"iI~/l t -? ole jH' ... .,spp.lit(~tii : fdl,(if!p.r~~(J ;Ill ,t>stitiilor srr(iinp. 

Toare luc"{i.ril::.~ ent:!ll~n:~ip IHai sus reprezintr1 0 sur-S(l dor.lIrHt?!lta1't~ c1eosebif elf! 
ill1poricill[il !?i [('((wi!, pc'lli'u clciiviw[i'Cl ce 51" di'5.id$o(lra in cad1111 C(Unel~~[; , 
DLlj)! If:-i~i!(";r. 

1m! <'.>,1-'11111 ('olll'ingel'i_'Ci c(: !.'orn continuo ~i pe l'liror ('olaborareCl Houstra. 

ell srinlCl. JOClHCi Borocan 
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jude~ului Maramure~ 
din .=14.05.1996 
.~~~. : ":; . 

domni, 

~"·;.r·p .'. 
; ~'.; . .. N~ eonfirm~m prihtirea bulstinului dUITineavoastra 
I NFb'::'ONG nr. 2 din februari.e-EiartiE, 1996 9i va 

'umim pentru amabilitate ;:1. pent.l-u aterd;ia pe care 
ti institu~iei noastra. 
eiem eon~inutul. interesant a1 publica~.i.ei. !?::. 
eu interes numerale urmHtoare. 

stim~, 

ASISTENTA PENTRU ORGANIZATII 

ur;'esti 
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:~!AIESEC Bucuresti 

' ..... _·.M"J 1.10. 1996 

Stimate D01l11lule Dan Petrescll, 
... '. 

..... 

Tel; +40-
+40-

Fax; +40-1-3.12.34.14 
Tel; +40-1-211.26.55/156 

+40-1-2] 1.26.50/156 
};ax: +40-1-312.95.49 "attn. AU:SEC" 

Pages: 1 

lJilpreullll l,;U Dvs. AIESEC (Asociatia InteJlla~onala a . Studentilor in 
Econotnie ~i Management) a rctl~il sa realizeze lllllltiplicarea malerialelor 
necesare desfa~l1rC\rii III condilii cal mai bUtle a seminarnllli National Training 

. Seil1mar. Acesta se atIli la eea de-a treia edi(ie ~i are ea seop .educarea 
nieilibiilor asocialiei noastre. Pelllni prima datil, in cadl1ll ace5tui seminar vor 

, fi" eursuri ~i pentnl membrii altor asociatii non-gllvernamentale din 

IImlllalll-Va ~i pc aceaslli cale pentru sprijinlll aeordat de Dvs, sperlim 
a rcJaJiilor dintre cele doua asocia!ii. 

,\IF.SF.C BUl:Urqll 
Villi" Rum.-nl' nt', (i 
ASll. cam. 0121 

Tel: +40.1·211.26.SI11156 
t41)-1·211.26.~~/t~6 

r .. " +4il·,·)1l.9'.49 
a:u .. 'U~~I, R'Jnlanla . -aSln. '" TFM'\FC· 
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Mr. Dan Petrescu 
'CENTRAS 
9, Benjamin Franklin Street 
4th Floor Apt 8,70149 
Bucharest sector 1 
Romania 

Dear Dan and Carmen, 

jI_L-aD .1.-
INSTITUTE FOR 
OIEMOCRACY AND 
ELECTORAL 
ASSISTANCE 

11 November, 1996 

Thank you very much for all your kindness and for doing such and efficient and well 
organized job for us. The selection of people and the agency were excellent. I would 
like to stress that I.G.S. Management have shown a very high level of 
professionalism and that Mr Gabriel Manuchian did his job efficiently and correctly. 

I rieed hardly say that I share all hopes which have arosen after these last elections, 
The . work with which your office contributed has been worth the effort, 
c~rigratulations!. 

. :.:' .. ,", 
" 

Do keep in touch for future co-operation, 

Wiih best regards 

.· ..... n~ 
··1\,.0G0 

S.lo'ckholm SWEDEN lei +4686983700 lax +468202422 e-malllnfo@ini-idea.se 
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I ;'NDATIA 

ONTAN 

:!.COLOGTSTA 

ROMANIA 
PIATRA NEAMT 5600 

S[r. M. Emlnescu nr. 7 
[el, ... 40.33.234.343 

fax: ... 40.33. 214850 
e-mail: gabl@ecomonc.sbne[.ro 

'entrul de Asistenta pentru Organizatii Negllvernamentale 

!ucurqti 
I 
! 
i Piatra-Neam/, 9 ianuarie 1997 , 

la vremea respectiva nll am rell~it sa va transmitem urarile "sarbatore~ti" de 
profitam aCllm, chiar daca putin mai tarziu, dar Cll aceea~i consideratie, sa vii 

din toata inima un An NOli plin de lllcrllri frumoase, de bllcllrii ~i mai ales mulle 
izari!! ! 

J1lultulllim pentru noul nlllllar din "lnfo ONG" ~I ne grabim sa va expediem ~I 

onanil pentru Top ONG '96. 

ca vom reu~i sa trim item la timp ~i e\"en!lIalele sllgestii pentru Forumlll 
rn".o"n;·za\iilor Negllvernamentale din aces! an, felicitandll-va totodata pentrll reinoirea 
acestei iniliative. 

-.'. 

ipal 
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Non Governmental Organization 
For Sea Environment Protection 

41, Oeeebal Street. CONSTANTZA 8700 ROMANIA 
• tel. 40 41661954 • fax 40 41614031 

Nr.03.Din07.01~1997 

Uatre: 

C~NTHAS - HUMANIA 
Str.Benjamin Fr?nklin 9 ap.8 

Sec.1 '(0149 bucuresti 

Stim~ti col~f,i., 

in ~rimul rind dorim sa va transrnitem cele rnai bune urari 

eu ocazia Noului An 1997 si succes deplin in nobile misiune ce 0 

indeplini ti. 

Lorim in ac~easi maBura sa Va comunicarn faptul ca suntern 

anorati de modul in care ~ste f~CUt8 ,rRZ?ntarR~ 8ociet~tii, de 

Explorari uc~anof:r;:.fice si Prot0.ct~e 1'. fttGdiului ~.=?,rin Oceanic

Club, in uaginile revistei dumneavoast~a.Avem , insa : de facut 

s1 0 mica. precizare, s1 anume este yorbe. ces,!,re aa±:esa e-H2.il 

publicata ca fiind a nORstra 1& ~![ina 45 ~revista nr.b,199b 

octombrie-decembrie),dar ca.re esta gresita, ceR r~a12 fiind: 

paul~lmc~.sfos.ro. 

~ncheiem aiei a.dresindu-va, cordi~_lele noestre salutari 

de la tarmul Hari; l'egre. 

} .. 
.. .. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

street 

Director Sxecutiv 
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- - - - - - - -
The NGOForum in Romania 
was not a summit! 
"J( ,·ou wanl. "Otl can - this is what an 
al)h~rhm say~. Before Iminting to the 
ohst:lclcs in our "'<IV, we should scc those 
we oursch'cs "I:lI1icd "rnund U!". If we 
diminish the 1:lller. hy me:lns ufcl.Jlcricncc. 
::=ood qualit~ .. effort" and the ahility to send 
:1 coherent mcsslIJ!C - we im,Jlicitly cui the 
number of hindrunccs that artificially 
cmlmfrass our work. 

If we become more credible to those we 
want :Ili partners. this should he a ~oal of 
our dail\' acth·itic.". The,' will understand 
that the' time of (dendl)' rhetoric' is PlIst. 
and the moment holS come to sign 11 
contract with ci\'iI society. Honoring this 
partnership will ohlige hoth partie .. to 
mOl'c rigorous mo\'es :Ind more 
rC!iponsibility in meeting their 
attributions." 

(Dorin Tudoran - president of the 
CENTRAS Foundation) 

1211 non-governmcntal org:.lnizatiolls. morc 
Ihan 20n pcrson.alilies of thc Ilot-ror-pro(it 
sector. represcntatives ofthc authorities and 
ofthc politicil ScellC mct in Bucharest c.1rly 
in June. illthc Parliamcnt Palacc. to takc part 
in thc annllal NOO Fonull. As usual in the 
past fOllryc."lfs.thc m.1in goal of this nlCCling 
W,IS 10 identifv and debatc the issuc cfcivil 
socicly dcvelopmcnt in Romania. 

By the qunlity :md importance ofthc dcbntcd 
topics. thc cvcnt managcd to catch thc 
aUenlicn of import OInt Romanian politicians. 
even irthc media did not cover it properly. 

In thc IIlCSS:lgC to the Fonull. rendered by the 
state counselor for thc relation with thc 
NOO·s. Mrs. Luminita Petrescu. Romanian 
president Emil Constantinescu said: 

o 

"Tod,,1V. fncts undoubtcdly show thallhere is 
a ne\\; role and a new dimension for civil 
society and the organi1 .. 1lions representing it 
'" Nothing more natural for :IUY socicty 10 

h" .... c C.1tCgOries of peoplc sharing the same 
interests imd aspirations. Ihat CIII only be 
fulfilled through an organized aud well 
oriented promotion.' 

More oneil than 1I0t. c.1rricd away by rhetoric. 
we keep relying on beautiful words. and 
overlook the essential. I think we must make 
it elear tlwt these NGO's arc no longer 
attachcd \0 thc governmental institutions. 
Thcy are not only somc simple impOr1ant 
1l1c.1ns of synchronizing with the spirit and 
practice ofthc advanced civil societies. and 
thcy do. not only function to grease the 
squeaking joints of the govcrnmental 
institutions." 

The messagc to the Forum rcndered by 
government counselor Mihai Hanagic on 
behalf of Romanian Pri mc Mi nistcr Victor 
Ciorbca complcted the imagc of the nc\\' 
development pcrspectivcs of the not-for
profit sector in Rommlia: 

"The govcrnment intends 10 set up 
consultative groups to the Prime Ministcr and 
the ministcrs. mudc up of rcprcsentativc.c; of 
thc NGO's and the governmcnt. in order \0 
asscss and promote thc partnership belween 
the two sectors. 

The Burcau for NOO relations is in thc 
making that will directly report to the Prime 
Itlillislcrand its main g0.11 will be to promotc 
the government's policy regarding the 
Governmclll- NGO's partnership." 

The openllcss showed by the messagcs 
transmitted by the current mleTS of the 

-I , - - - -
country, both during the eleclion Cc1mpaign 
and at the Forum. laid the foumblion of new 
perspectives in approaching thc issues of civil 
society development As a result of this 
c1l.1nge. the topics forwarded by the Forum's 
organization committee, coordinated by the 
CENTRAS foundation.11.1d as a starting point 
a .series offllndrunclltal issues whose solutions 
directly influence the development of the not
for-profit sector in Romania: is there a 
community vocation of the NGO's? Whcre 
and how docs it materialize? Can we talk 
about a role of the NGO's in the intcm.1tional 
politics? Is the activity of the organiL1tions 
triggcred by the needs oflhe beneficiaries or 
the funders' intcrests? Who are those working 
in the not-for-profit org.1nizations? What are 
their motivations? How does the general 
public perceive the not-for-profit structures', 
What about thc ruling structures? What are 
the cooperation premises between Ihc NGO's 
and thc government? 

- - - -
ThUs. this year's NOO Forum was a 
auempt at identifying the necessary reset 
for emerging out of thc identity crisis 
lI1.1ny Romanian associative structures I 

Along the plenum debates on the updatil 
the legislation concerning the organiz. 
and functioning of the NGO·s. the Sl 

activity based workshops were an impel 
pan in the Forum. The White Papers (I 
main activity sectors of thc associ:
Structures (consultancy and training celt 
civic, cultural. economic devclopn 
human rights. fundcrs and donors. gel 
environment. social alld )'Dllth) that f('l 
are b.1SCd on the conclusions fC.1chcd b\ 
of the ten workgroilps. . 

Alexandru Cio 

- -
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